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PUBLISHERS'  PREFAOJl 


Nearly  two  years  ago  the  Attention  of  the  pDbliflhera,  who  have  long  made  a  apeciality 
of  this  claes  of  work,  was  called  to  the  fact  that  a  history  of  Norfolk  Coanty  was  needed. 

After  mature  (kliboration  the  work  was  planned  and  its  compilation  commenced.  The  l>est 
literary  talent  i*^  thi*  swtion  of  tiie  ccmimonwealtli  tor  iliis  ispecial  work  was  engaged, 
whose  names  appear  at  the  head  of  their  respective  articles,  besides  many  other  local  writers 
on  special  topics.  Tliese  geutUnen  approached  the  work  in  a  spirit  of  impartiality  and 
thorouj^hness,  and  we  believe  it  has  bwn  their  honest  endeavor  to  trare  the  history  of  the 
development  of  the  territory  embodied  herein  from  that  period  when  it  was  in  tlie  iindis- 
pated  poBHession  of  the  red  man  to  the  present,  and  to  place  before  the  reader  an  authentic 
narrative  of  its  rise  and  progress.  The  work  has  been  compiled  from  authenticated  and 
original  sources,  and  no  efiuit  ^pjired  to  pro<luoe  a  history  which  i^houId  prove  iu  every 
respect  worthy  of  the  county  represented. 

The  FujJLisuKKjj. 

PHiLADSLruiA,  May,  1884. 
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IJSTTRODUCTION. 


BY  NAHDM  C'Al'KN,  LL.D. 


T&AT  divUoiiB  and  BubdivisioDs  of  extended  terri- 
tory, of  increasing  populiitton  and  the  multiplying 
wuita  of  society  are  necessary  for  safe  and  ecoDomic 
eScieocy,  are  troths  aliooit  too  obrknit  to  nquiiv 
doiMnbttioD.  In  these  am  to  bo  Ibnod  th«  ontUiios  of 
repoblioui  strength  afloessM;  to  a  permanent  anion.  ; 
Their  importanae  was  fully  exemplified  in  the  reign  ! 
of  Alfred  the  Great  of  England.'  The  Puritans  and 
the  Filgrimi  had  m  eboiee  bat  toadt^snoh  a  ayatem 
that  they  might  hdd  their  poseesriooa  as  they  ao- 
qmied  them  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  and  preserve 
their  authority  aa  they  had  means  t<>  establish  it  with 
an  iocreasiog  population.  No  individual  nor  family 
«H  neogDtsad  as  a  part  of  their  eonunnaitj  without 
a  registered  pemiit.  The  tams  fliat  sdopted  were 
modified  from  time  to  time,  according  to  their  grow- 
ini'  importance.  Under  the  monarchy  of  Great 
linum  the  American  oontiaeot  was  divided  into 
pvovineea,  or  ooloniea,  and  these  were  sabdivided  into 
towns  and  counties. 

Before  Maagachusetts  was  nominnlly  divided  into 
counties,  in  1643,  it  appears  to  liave  liail  such  divis- 
ions, dutiignated  by  the  teriu  regiments.  Under  the 
date  of  Oct.  7, 1641,  in  General  Court  reeords  is  the 
following  pesSHge:  '*  The  (nopoeition  of  choosing  dep- 
uties for  a  jeero,  and  tnosnetiog  and  pniparing  all 


' "  Attn  Altnd  bad  tabdued  and  bad  a«t(l«d  or  «xp«lled  tbe  ' 
DtDMi,  lit  ibnad  tb*  UvgdofB  in  ths  mmt  wr«tiih«d  sondition;  J 

Ue? -Iit'-'l  by  tin'  ru  n^'i-  if  tli..J.'  iKi'Ji  iriunt  iiml  throWO  iotO  | 
duordui  which  wer«  calculateJ  to  per|i«tuiitc  it«  lutMry.  ' 
•  •«•••• 

"The**  w.  r<-  thi>  1  vii?  for  whii'h  it  wii«  neccKwiry  that  the 
Tigilaneo  Mid  it-nii  ay  ul'  .Vilicni  )>boald  |>rovii|e  »  remeily. 

"That  he  might  render  the  u.xi-cutii>n  ofjuotifHi  strict  and 
Ngalar,  he  dirided  all  Englnad  into  aoantiM;  lh«M  oauutie*  he 
Mbdirided  into  hundredt,  and  tbe  bnndredt  into  titliings. 
Bvtry  houMholdcr  w»»  aofworable  for  the  behaviour  of  hin 
fiMBity  tad  almtm,  and  avan  of  bi«  gucttt  if  th«jr  lived  above  ^ 
Ibiw  days  In  bla  honia.  Ten  ndg^bboriof  bonaaboldats  war* 
fonni.:  ..nu  ■  .rpuraliun,  «b'i.  under  the  name  of  n  tithiog^ 
de««niiar7,  friloourg,  wer«  an'weraUte  for  eaoh  other'*  oua- 
dack,  and  avar  whoai  ona  parwn,  eaUed  n  titbing>man,  baad> 
boii-:,  rr  t»r.«hol:ipr,  wni  appointed  to  prwido.  Every  tium 
was  punifhcd  sus  uullaw  wbu  did  not  register  liiiniielf  in  soinu 
(ttUag,  And  no  man  coulrl  ohange  his  hahitntion  without  h 
winant  or  evrtilicttte  from  Iba  borslioMcr  of  the  tithing  to 
hafinmcrljr  belonged."'— JfsMe,  vol.  i.  pp.  '0, 71. 
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things  (br  the  Gooeral  Court  amongst  the  throe  Begi- 

roent««,  is  to  be  carried  hy  the  flcputie;?  to  the  freemen 
of  every  towne,  and  iheir  aoawer  returned  to  the 
nest  session  of  this  Court."  Wtnthrop's  Journal  of 
May  16,  1639,  saja, « two  Beginants  in  the  Bay 
mustered  at  Boston."  Evidently  the  phrase  *'  in  the 
bay"  "  then  excluded  soldiers  who  bfloriircd  to  what 
was  atlerwards  called  Eeaez  County.  Uenco  r^- 
mant  at  theaa  ^tae  denoted  an  aqul  nnnibar  of  fgui- 
era)  and  tarritorisl  diviaions  in  the  eokiny.** ' 

The  following  statistics  of  Norfolk  County  rtpro- 
scnt  the  towns  as  they  stood  from  1793  to  18ti8, 
when  Hyde  Park  was  taken  from  Dorchester,  Ded- 
ham,  and  Hilton,  and  inoorpoiated  April  22, 1868. 
NorlUk  was  taken  fhmi  Wrentham,  Franklin,  Hod- 
wny,  and  Walpole,  and  incorporated  Feb.  23,  1870. 
Norwood  was  taken  from  Dedhain  and  Walpole.  and 
iuoorpon  Feb.  23,  1872.  llolbrook  was  taken 
fifoa  Baudolph,  and  Ineorporated  Feb.  29,  1872. 
WeUesley  was  taken  fbin  Needhan,  and  inoorpomted 
April  6,  1881. 

Norfolk  Ponnty  was  t^ikt'n  froiu  SufTolk  Connty, 
March  2t),  17ii3.  It  was  bounded  northeast  by  ijos* 
ton  harbor,  north  by  Sntblk  County,  west  by  south- 
east part  of  Worcester  County,  south  by  the  northeast 
part  of  llhodr  Island,  aiu!  southeast  and  east  by  the 
counties  of  Bristnl  and  Plymouth.' 

Number  of  e(|uare  miles,  445. 

Population:  1790,  23,878;  1800,27,216;  1810, 
31,245  ;  1820,  30,471  ;  1830,  41,901  ;  1840,53,140  ; 
18.50,  78,892;  1860, 109,950 ;  1870,  51,286;  1880, 
70,922.« 

County  town,  Dedham.  Nnmbw  of  towns,  27, 
less  Dorchester  and  Roxhury,  annexed  to  Boston, 

viz. :  Bellingham,  Braintree,  Broukline,  Canton,  Co- 
haspi  t.  nrtlliiiiii.  DorcJifxt^r,  Dover,  Foxborough, 
Franklin,  Holbrook.  Hyde  Park,  .>Iedfield,  Medway, 
Milton,  Needham,  Norfolk,  Norwood,  Quincy,  lUo- 
dolph,  RoxbHrjf,  Sharon,  Stoughton,  Walpole,  WeU 
lesUy,  Weynottth,  Wrentban. 

'J  Mn$«.  ^!talc  iio<;ord>i.  vol.  i.  jt.  2ft.  Edited  by  Mahuii)  C»])en. 
*  .Ma-s.  State  Kceord,  vol.  i.  p.  26. 

'  TLe«e  flgarea  will  fa«  varied  by  the  annexation  of  Rox- 
hury, Weat  Bosbnij,  and  Dondniter  to  Bottm. 
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Bellingham  was  set  off  from  Dedham  and  incorpo- 
rated n.^  a  town  in  1719.  It  lies  eighteen  miles 
southwest  from  Dedham,  seventeen  north  bj  weM 
from  ProTtdeooe,  R.  and  twenty-eight  sotttlimM 
from  Bcfllon. 

Braintreo  formerly  included  Quincy  and  Randolph, 
and  was  at  first  culled  Mount  Wollaston,  the  first 
settlemeut  uf  which  was  in  1G25.  Braiotree  was 
inoorponled  in  1640.  It  lies  Cod  niilei  south  bj 
east  from  Boston,  snd  twdve  ssst  by  sonth  from 
Dorchester. 

Brookline,  before  its  incorporation  iti  1705,  be- 
longed to  Bustou.  It  is  four  tuile:*  southwest  from 
Boston,  and  fivo  niles  nortb-nortbeast  from  Ded- 
ham. 

Canton  was  originally  the  south  precinct  of  Dor- 
chester, the  first  pari'^h  of  Stouphton,  cHlled  Dorches- 
ter Yill^e.  It  wa:t  itieorpuraUid  iu  1797.  It  is 
foniteen  sailea  sontb  bj  west  from  Boston,  and  six 
milos  aoatbssst  from  Dedham. 

Cohasset  was  originally  a  part  of  Hiof^am,  It 
was  incorporated  in  1770. 

The  settlement  of  Dedbam  commenced  in  1635. 
Dedban  is  tho  sbire-town  of  tho  oonnty,  and  lies  ten 
milss  southwest  fnnn  Button,  thirty-fire  east  from 
Woreester.  thirty-live  northwest  fnnn  Plymouth, 
twenty-six  north  by  west  from  Taunton,  aud  thirty 
noitb-nofthssst  from  ProTideooe.' 

Dorebester  was  inoorponted  in  1630,  annesed  to 
Boston  at  different  periods,  and  now  makes  a  part  of 
Suffolk  County. 

Dover  was  ori^nally  a  part  of  Dedham.  It  was 
incorporaled  «■  a  ]MMoiDO(  in  1748,  and  as  a  town  in 
1784.  It  is  ife  miles  west  from  Bsdbsm,  and  four- 
teen southwest  from  Boston. 

Foxhorou'..;h  wn"  scttlcl  prcvtou«  t<i  ITttO,  and 
was  formerly  n  part  of  Wrentham,  Walpole,  and 
Stoni^ton. 

Franklin  was  set  off  from  Wrantban  in  1737  as 

a  distinct  parish,  and  incorporated  as  a  town,  and 
named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  1778.- 

•  Se«  History  of  Dedham,  by  Kmi'tti*  Wortbinnlou,  Etq, 
*"Thc  iiAtiJc  wn*  Rcleclcd  in  bouor  of  Bfiijuiiiin  Franklin. 
hh.D.  WliU*  I>r.  Frmnklia  wu  in  Fmtce,  a  fricnil  of  hia  in 
BottAii  wrot*  to  him  that  a  town  lo  tbo  vicinity  of  Bofton  bad 
chown  hU  name,  by  wbich  t  >  known  in  tho  world,  nnd  ho 
prMumed,  m  it  bad  no  boll  with  wbich  to  •ummon  tb«  poople 
to  mooting  OB  tbo  Sabbnth,  a  prooont  of  oaeb  an  inatrainoot 
fruui  liim  would  bo  very  ocoeptai'i'i",  fpccially  as  tliey  wero 
obout  orecUng  a  new  meeiing-hounF.  The  di>ct«r  wroto,  iu  rv- 
pl7,  tbat  bo  prMnood  tbo  poopio  in  FmDklla  ««fo  mn  /on</ 
</  otMO  Aam  o/  «o«M(ly  and  aoeordin^^ly  pra<cnlcd  them  with 
n  bandMBO  donation  of  booba  fur  the  u«o  of  the  pariah."— 
Smatttj^a  CSmfcnntel  Strmon, 


'  Centre  Yillage,  twenty-seven  miles  southwest  from 
'  Boston,  and  sevent^n  ?!outhwe*t  from  Dedham. 

Medtield  was  originally  a  part  of  Dedham.  It 
was  ineorponted  in  1650.  It  lies  miles  aootli* 
west  from  Dedban,  and  seventeen  southwest  from 

Bo.stoii. 

Mmlway  was  ori^'iniilly  a  ptirt  of  Metlfield.  It 
was  incorporated  in  1713.  It  lies  twenty-four  milea 
soutbwest  from  Boston,  and  footison  sootbwest  ft«m 
Dedham. 

The  Indian  name  of  Milton  was  .said  to  have  Keen 
Unrataqirh^et.    Tho  town  of  Dorchester  in  1662 
voted  thai  L^nquelijf  should  be  a  township,  and  it  was 
inoorporated  in  1662.    It  lies  seven  sDiies  fitmi 
Boston,  and  six  east  from  Dedham. 

Needham  was  originally  a  part  of  Dedham.  It 
was  incorporated  iu  1711.  It  lies  five  miles  north- 
west from  Dedham,  and  by  Worcester  Railroad 
thirteen  nniles  sonthweit  from  Boeton. 
I  Qiiincy  was  originally  the  first  pariah  in  Braintree. 
j  It  wa.'j  first  settled  in  lfi2.').  It  lies  ci^ht  miles  twatb 
by  eaj^t  from  Boston,  aud  ten  ea^t  from  Dedham. 

Bandolpb  was  originally  a  part  of  Bruotree.  It 
was  beorperated  in  1793.  It  was  named  in  honor 
of  Peyton  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  the  first  president 
(»f  th««  American  Con^refw.  It  luw  frmrtoen  miles 
sooth  from  Boston,  and  twelve  southeast  from  Dedham. 

Eoshttty  was  hioorporatsd  in  1630.  Boxboiy  and 
West  Bozbury  now  make  a  part  of  Boston  and  Suf- 
folk County. 

Sharon  was  originally  the  second  painsh  of  Stouph- 
toD.    It  was  incorporated  in  17U5.    It  was  fint 
named  Stoughtonham,  but  it  was  soom  dttOgad  to 
Sbaran.   It  is  serenteen  miles  by  railroad  southwest 
j  from  Boston,  and  nine  south  from  Dedham. 

Stoughton  was  originally  a  jjart  of  Dorchester, 
and  embraced  within  its  limits  the  towns  of  Canton, 
Sharon,  and  Fozborougb.  It  was  ineorporated  in 
1726.  It  lies  eighteen  miles  sonth  from  Boston,  and 
ten  southeast  from  Dedham. 

Wnlpole  was  oripnally  a  part  of  Dedhaui.  Tt  was 
incorporated  in  1724.  South  Village  is  three  miles 
from  the  Bast  Village,  and  the  Bast  is  nine  miles 
south  by  west  irom  Dedham,  and  nineteen  southwmt 
from  Boston. 

Weymouth,  the  Wc-isnpi^sctt  of  the  Indians,  is 
the  oldest  settlement  iu  .M)is.sHchusotts  except 
Plymouth.  It  lies  deven  mites  sonth  by  esst  from 
Bo8ton,  and  fourteen  sotttbesst  from  Dedham. 

Wrentham  was  originally  a  part  of  Dedham.  It 
viaa  set  off  in  1661,  and  incorporated  as  a  town  in 
1673.  It  lies  twenty  seven  miles  south-south w^t  from 
Boston,  and  seventeen  south-southwest  from  Dedham. 
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It  u  a  beneficent  prarmoD  ef  Ptaridenoe  thet  | 

society  U  divided  and  sabdivided  into  circles,  whether 
of  a  political,  indastrinl.  moral,  (Jome«tio,  social,  or 
reiigioas  nature.'  Each  circle  has  its  ocotre,  from 
wbieb  enuiniie  iie  own  peenUir  infiaeneee,  ead  whieh 
era  reflected  bank  htm  its  eiraninftraiiee.  Thie  is 
tme  of  the  county,  although  the  political  organiz^i- 
tion  of  n  county  affords  but  few  opportunities  to  it« 
iobabtUnta  to  distinguish  tbemaelTes  either  officially 
er  as  eitiMoa.  StUl.  it  ia  ilire  to  ils  own  intereste,  I 
extent,  and  obaraoter.  And  jat,  if  we  ttrn  to  his-  j 
tory,  we  find  numerous  pxampip;*  of  remarkable 
events'  within  the  smaller  circles  Icaiiin^  to  trreut  ro- 
salts  in  the  lurger.  This  truth  was  fully  exeiuplL- 
fied  in  the  aetion  of  oo«niitte«a»  town^neetings,  and  i 
eonnty  conventions  in  the  eailier  d^a  ef  the  Aneri* 
can  Revuliitiou.  Such  action  was  natural,  easy,  oon- 
Teotenl,  nud  practicable,  party-men  ,ictin;x  together 

10  the  same  neighborhood,  town,  or  county.  Some 
of  the  moat  important  maaeatea  of  the  Rerdntion 
erigioated  in  the  oommittec,  the  town-naeeting,  or  in 
the  <xiunty  convention.'  Several  of  the  counties  of 
Ma«eachuaetts  held  conventions,  and  some  of  the 
most  spirited  and  patriotic  rcsolutioDS  were  passed. 
The  Ftarineial  Congreaa  was  neenniended  bj  theae 
county  conventioni  and  the  GoBlinental  Congress 
baldly  sustained. 

At  this  critical  and  alarming  period  no  <x)uaty 
diatioguiahed  itsetf  tot  inteliigence  and  patriotism 
note  than  the  inhabitania  of  Merfblk  Oonn^. 

^  At  a  nwottsf  of  the  IMagatas  of  wmrj  Town  and  I>liHri«t  ' 

Tolk  Coaotj],  on  Tutidag,  tb«  Sth  of  SepUmber,  1774,  at  the  j 
kmm  of  Mr.  BteUrd  Woadtmrd,  of  Jhdkam  /  aa4  bj  ad* 
journment  at  the  Loom  of  Mr.  Vaet,  «f  Jtf»AoM«  oa  FM4ay, 
the  9th  of  Septeiob«r. 

".'  -»ph  Palmer,  Eaquire,  beiogohoiOB  Jfodiraloiv and  Wil- 
liaa  Tlioiiiipiin,  Esq.,  CUrk. 
"A  CBwiitoo was  ahs—i  to  briag  ta  a  B^port  to  the  Con-  ^ 

 :  1 

>  Tbo  PerilSM  dU  aot  allow  the  people  I*  pload  ditUuiM  ai 

an  ezeuM  for  Don-attendaoo«  at  church.    The  followin);  item 

11  talttn  from  the  tuwn  reeonls  of  Ipswich,  Must.:  "  1681,  A«  < 
an  inhabitant  >•(  Ip'\TL<:fi.  living  i\t  it  >li>iMiioc,  ab«<cnted  bin* 
Mir  with  hi»  wife  from  pablio  wonhip,  the  Qeneral  Oooft  em-  . 
powtr  tbw  'Seren  tton*  (tbo  town  anthoritioa)  to  toll  bii  term,  | 
<'r  (}:ai  tlit-y  iiKiY  live  iieiirvr  tin-  !>:in<'tuary,  Mid  bo  ablo  Dlore 
coDT«tuentlj  to  attend  on  iu  religiuu*  servieoa."  1 

>  Ib  his  lottor  to  tbo  Abb(  Do  UmMj,  Jobs  Adams  aaji.—  i 
"The  r'iri-.'i(u.L-Ti.'c«  of  tht->p  inJtittjttc.n^  Ii.vv-  l>  i-ii.  t!i:if 

iababitauu  liAviog  aci^uireU  (n>m  their  infancy  the  habit  uf 
diieuuing,  of  deliberating,  and  of  judgia(  of  pablie  aCtltS, 
ilvas  ia  thoeo  aMombllaa  of  towna  or  diitriutt  that  tb«  aenti- 
amlaof  the  peoploworo  formod  in  tbo  nr«t  ]iliici-,  and  there 
rwolnlion!)  were  t*kcn  from  the  beginniu)^  to  the  end  of  the 
dtaqpotM  and  tho  war  with  QrMi  Britain.' W«A«i  Adamt,  rol.  j 
▼.^tM.  I 


Tintton;  and  the  following  boiag  leventl  timea  read,  and  pot, 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  wa«  nnanimoutly  roted."* 

The  committee  reported  nineteen  r*»9nlMtions,  re- 
citing the  grievances  of  the  colonies  and  recommend- 
ing nnoompromiaing  aetion,  and  boldly  appealed  to 
the  people  to  defend  th«r  eonatittttional  rightaL^ 

"At  a  Meeting  of  Delegale«  from  Mvonal  Town*  and  Dis- 
trioU  in  tho  county  of  Suffolk,  hold  al  Jiifion,  «n  Fridojft  tho 

»th  of  Srpltmbrr,  1774. 

"  Voted,  that  Dr.  JoHeph  AVarren  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Church, 
of  Bo«toDt  Deaeon  Jmtpk  Fnlmtr,  tiermaatown ;  Captain  Lom- 
ad  RoUbioii,  Doreiiortor ;  Cotonol  Bbonoaor  Tbayor,  Bndntroe ; 
Captftln  Wniiftm  ITorifli.  i;..xJiiiry;  Willi.im  Ilnl.Ien, 
liorobtatcr ;  Coloiiel  William  I'aylor,  Milton;  Captain  John 
llomani,  Dorchetter:  [««*<»  Oardaor,  Biq.,  BNtoklino;  Mr. 
Richard  Woodward,  Dodham  ;  Caplain  Benjamin  White,  Brook- 
line;  Doctor  Samuel  Gardner,  Milton;  Nathaniel  Sumner, 
Eaq.,  Dedham;  and  Captain  Thomv  A»pinwall,  Brookllao,  bo 
a  Committoo  to  wait  upon  bia  Bzoollanigr,  tho  GorotBor,  to 
inform  him  that  the  people  of  Ihti  eonat^  are  alamod  at  tbo 

fortificnti.iii'^  ninltiti^-  i.ii  lioston  Nccli,  ami  t«  roru'inntrate 
againit  the  tame;  and  the  repeated  inautta  offered  by  the  mU 
dioi7  to  panoaa  paarfag  and  ropoaaliig  into  that  town,  aad  to 
eonfhr  with  Mm  vpoa  these  subjecu. 

"Att««t,  Wui  iAM  'rn.iMi-««>l,  Clerk." 

The  committee  prepared  a  commuuictition  to  Oov- 
eroor  Gage,  and  he  replied  to  it,  but  hU  reply  was 
deemed  uoaattalhatory,  and  it  waa  voted  to  ineert  the 
correspondence  in  the  public  papers.^ 

In  August,  1774,  the  gratid  jurors  of  thi.s  county 
and  the  petit  jurors  unanimously  refused  to  be  .sworn 
baonnaa  of  the  late  tTrannioal  aeta  of  the  British 
Partiament,  and  publidj  gave  thdr  leaaona.  Of  the 
twentj-two  in  nnmber,  dz  were  from  Boston,  and 
sixteen  were  from  the  towna,  now  Norfolk  Coontj, 
vi*.: 

I^Mneiar  Haneoek,  Boaton ;  Samnd  Hobart,  Uing- 
ham ;  Feter  Bojer,  Boaton ;  Joaeph  Pod,  Weymouth ; 

Joseph  Hall,  Boston;  Williiiu  l!ullard,  Dedham; 
Thomas  Craft,  Jr..  Boston  ;  Joii;itliiiri  Day,  Necdham  ; 
James  Iveni,  Boston ;  Abijah  Upham,  Stoughton ; 
Pitvl  Revere,  Boaton;  Hoaea  Ricbatdaon,  Medway  , 
Robert  Williama,  Ua^bawj;  Benij  Fljmpton,  Med- 
field ;  William  Thompson,  Brouklinc ;  Lemuel  Hal- 
lock,  Wroothani :  Abraham  Whcf-ler,  Dorchester ; 
Joseph  Willet,  Walpolc^  Joseph  Jones,  Milton; 
Thomaa  Piatt,  Cholaea;  Nathanid  Bdefaer,  Bnin- 
tree ;  Nicholaa  Book,  Belliogbam. 

The  names  of  the  petit  jurora  are  given,  but  not 
tho  towna  from  which  they  ramc* 

The  county  is  au  important  part  of  the  common- 


*  American  Archives,  vol.  i.  p.  776. 

*  The#e  reiolutiuna  are  too  long  to  bo  copiod.  They  may  be 
found  in  American  Archives,  vol.  1.  p.  770. 

*  8oo  American  Arohivoa,  vol.  i.  pp.  77a-782L 
•So* Ibid.,  pp.  747-49. 
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wealth,  and  the  ambitiiMi  of  its  officials  is  to  make  ! 
reports  of*  the  people  not  only  Aivorablo  to  theiu'^elves, 
but  erudiubie  by  cuiuparisou  with  other  oouuties.    It  | 
hw  •  mtaral  UDbition  and  a  oommaniablo  pri^  in  | 
its  oourta  and  institutions  to  8M  tbtt  jtiatice  is  promptly 
administered,  the  criminal  secured,  the  wicked  re- 
formed, the  weak  defended  a;,'ninst  the  strorij;,  the 
widow  wisely  advised,  the  orphau  protected.  Its 
aathority  adjasti  the  highways  ham  Umn  to  town,  | 
builds  the  IwidgBi,  and  decides  upon  the  convenience  j 
and  iriterc«?ts  of  the  people  who  have  occasion  to 
travel  within  its  boundaries.    The  farmers  and  the 
learned  profesaiona  associate  within  county  limits  to 
perfeet  themaeWes,  eaoh  olaai  in  ita  own  way,  bj 
making  common  stock  of  individual  experience,  and 
by  discusNing  doubtful  (|uestioQs.    The  fruits  of  such 
associations  in  due  time  are  extended  to  the  com- 
monwealth and  to  the  nation,  either  by  the  press  or 
oonveotions. 

Norfolk  County  can  boast  of  one  organization, 
such  as  cannot  be  found  in  New  England,  viz.,  "  The 
Stouffittun  Mmlcitl  tSociettf.  "  It  was  organized  by 
leading  men  of  Norfolk  County,  Not.  7, 1786,  and  it 
b  said  to  ba,  of  the  kindt  Uie  ohfaat  in  the  United 
States. 

It  adopted  a  oonstitntkm  of  nine  aitudaa*  denomi- 
Dated  "  Rflgulatiooa." 

Tbe  Iblowii^  extmeta  indieite  the  mond  and 
•rtiatio  ehaneler  of  the  aiaoeiation  :** 

"Bvwy  mnnber  aliBll  behsvo  wtth  Jhtmmj,  VtAiUmm,  ud 

Dignity;  »nJ  wlir.snetcr  bchnvc  <1i?or(1eir)_T  fhnll  1>o  punitbed 
Mootding  to  tbe  nuture  of  his  offenc«,  u  the  sociat/  sluUl 
ordw. 

"There  ;h  tit  h«  »  Cotnmittce  obosen,  nho  nhall  exAtnine  all 
perwoM  who  »liull  wish  to  joio  tbe  Sooietjr,  and  no  one  shall  b« 
admltlad  wtthaot  Aalr  qiprobattoin.'' 

To  tbeae  regulations  tlio  foUowiog  namea 
auhaerihed: 

Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq.,  Enoch  Leonard,  Oapt.  Samuel 
Tsilhot.  Samuel  Oapen  (2d),  Nathan  Crane,  Thomas  ' 
Crane,  Elijah  Crane,  James  Capcn,  Joseph  Smith  (4ih ), 
Uriah  Leonard,  Samuel  Pnnbar,  Jonathan  Capcn, 
Andiew  Oapen,  laaao  Horton,  Thomaa  Oapen,  8am> 
ue)  Tolman  (deacon),  Joseph  Richards,  Jr.,  George  , 
Wad^worth,  David  Wadsworth,  John   D.  Dunbar,  ' 
Peter  Crune,  Lemuel  Fisher,  Jonathan  Billings,  Jesse 
Billings,  Atherton  Walae, 

At  a  meeting,  Nov.  22, 1786,  ttie  Ibllowing  were  I 
chosen  officers  of  the  society  ;  | 

Elijah  Dunbar,  E«<|.,  president ;  Lieut.  Samuel  i 
Capeo,  register  (or  secretary) ;  Capt.  Samuel  Talbot, 
Tice'preaident;  Joseph  Smith  (4(h),  first  treasuKr; 
Andrew  Capen,  aeoond  treasursr.  | 


Committee  of  Examination  :  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esij  , 
Capt.  Samuel  Talbot,  Lieut.  Samuel  Capen,  Capt. 
Joseph  Richards,  Jr.,  Andrew  Capen,  Jonathan 
Oapen,  Bnodi  Leonard. 

At  this  meetini;  it  wss  Totod  (o  purchase  tiie 
"  Worcester  Collection,"  a  book  which  had  been 
recently  published  by  l.saiah  Thomas, — the  first  type 
muiiie  published  in  America.  The  society  tasoed  ita 
lifet  pnblieation  in  1829,  "The  Stongbton  CoUeo- 
tion,"  from  the  press  of  Marsh  k  Capen,  Boston, 
which  pa.ssed  throutrh  several  editions,  and  was  the 
text-book  for  practice  by  the  society  for  many  years.^ 
The  second  publication  of  tbe  society  was  "Tbe 
Centennial  OoUeetion,"  published  by  Oliver  Diteon 
in  1878. 

£»q>iiri  Dunbar,  a-H  he  wa"  univpf-nnv  r>:(l!cd  by 
way  of  hoQorablo  distinction,  remmnud  presidout  of 
the  society  until  1808,  and  was  succeeded  by  Capt. 
Thibet,  who  held  the  ofios  until  1818. 

In  178i7  a  new  constitution  was  adopted.  In  tbe 
preamble  the  value  of  the  cultivation  of  vocal  music 
by  man,  "  who  is  of  that  elevated  rank  of  bcio^ 
capable  of  sounding  fotth  the  ptiise  of  God,"  was 
sMsrted,  dedaring  it  a  reoogniaed  duty  *'  to  study  to 
promote  that  harmony  which  is  pleasing  to  OUT  Bfsknr, 
and  so  delightful  to  ourselves." 

In  1801  another  ooiutitutioQ  was  adopted,  in 
wfaidi  the  msmben  pledged  tbensdvas  anew  to  ibe 
duty  of  the  study  and  praolies  of  voesl  mnme  as  n 
<*J>ivine  instittttion,  pfomotive  of  IHendsUp  and 
sociability." 

The  constitution  was  again  revised  in  1872.  Since 
1825  the  annual  meetbg  has  been  held  the  25tb 
Deeember,  Christmsa  afternoon  and  evening ;  dinner 

at  five  o'clock,  and  a  grand  concert  in  the  evening 
with  a  selected  programme  from  ancient  and  modem 
anthers. 

The  society  now  numheis  about  five  hundred  mem- 
beta,  rraiident  chiefly  in  Stongbton,  Canton,  Sharon, 
Randolph,  Braintree,  Weymouth,  Milton,  AhliiLrton, 
Brockton,  Easton,  and  Quincy.  The  attendutiee  of 
members  at  these  annual  meetings  is  oilcn  above 
three  hundred,  "joyously  uniting  their  voless,"  to 
quote  the  language  of  President  Battles,  "in  the 
swelling  strains  of  the  ]ir<'cisi;  tune?,  words,  ami 
notes  which  were  sung  by  their  predecessors  nearly 
a  hundred  yeui^  ago." 

The  present  government  of  the  society  (1884)  b 
as  follow.s  : 

Wiusiow  Battles  (lUodolph),  president;  T.  H. 


tits  pfeCMft  and  IntrodaBtton  ware  |»ix)><kit:4  Itj  Fabum 
Cap«B. 
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Deuisg,  N.D.  (Bnintreo),  Hon.  DM  W,  Ttaok«r 

(Milton),  Elijah  G.  Capen  (Stoa^htoD),  George  N. 
Spear  (ITolbrook),  Charles  F.  Porter  (Brockton), 
vioe-presideuts ;  Daoiel  H.  Haxford  (Randolph), 
fleontttj;  Alft«d  W.  Witeomb  (Randolph),  trew- 
iirar;  Prof.  Hinon  Wilde  (Bostoo),  oondnetor; 
0«»on»e  N.  Spear  (Holbrook),  Tioe-conductor ; 
Lucius  H.  Packard  (Stoaghton),  Georgo  R.  Whitney 
(Brockton),  George  N.  Spear  (Holbrook),  ezeoatiTe 
einiiBittee;  Hermao  L.  W«il  (Holbiook),  pianiat. 

Not  to  notke  such  a  eodety  w  thii  inlfodnolioB 
would  be  an  unpardonable  omission.  Some  of  its 
loading  niembers,  from  ita  orguni^^ntion  to  the  present 
time,  are  Dumberod  as  among  the  most  distinguished 
ddwiM  of  Norfelk  Omtoty. 

As  nativeB  or  reodotttt  of  this  county  may  be  men- 
tioned  the  illustrious  names  of  John  Hancock,  John 
Adams,  John  Qnincy  Adams,  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
Qta.  Joaepb  ^Varren,  James  Bowdoin,  VVilUum  i^us- 
tia^  Bdnuod  Qoioey,  Jodah  Qniooj,  C^t.  Roger 
Ckpp,  John  Capen  (the  first  in  the  cotony  to  contri- 
'  nf  '^  money  to  public  schools),  Ro^'er  Sh'Ttii  tT!,'  Rev. 
Dr.  Emmoiit*,  Fisher  AmcH,  Horace  Mann.  KrastuM 
Worthiugtoo,  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  Dr.  Jonathan 
WdflB,  Rat.  T.  M .  Hanis,  Buraol  D.  Brndflmd,  Ed- 
ward Everett,  A.  H.  Everett,  John  Everett,  Edward 
fl.  Robliins,  Daniel  Fisher,  John  Welly,  etc.  We 
write  the  naoies  as  they  occur  to  us  and  without  order 
as  to  date,  but  to  include  all  would  too  maeb  extend 
tbe  Hat  for  tbii  pfaMW. 

To  all  the  soitroes  of  gratification  which  are  to  be 
found  in  society,  it  may  be  added  that  the  people 
of  a  oouoty,  whether  by  birth,  residence,  or  associ- 
ation, become  attached  to  one  another,  aod  bare  a 
pride  in  alt  tbat  ia  dona  witbia  ila  timita, 


*  Boger  SberiBBa  lived  ia  Csnton  boforv  he  removed  to  C«n- 


and  ID  tbe  bonoraUe  eoeeaM  of  ita  aitiaoDa,  bowei^er 

and  wherever  engaged.  Tliis  ia  ttatoral.  Beginning 
with  the  family,  what  mother  cnnld  find  children 
superior  to  her  own,  a  medical  adviser  more  skillfol 
tban  ber  physician,  or  a  religious  teaober  mora  attrao- 
tive  and  eloquent  tban  the  miniatw  <tf  bar  ovn  pariab  ? 

Enter  wliat  circle  we  please,  all  It  centred  in  what 
we  have,  in  what  we  think,  and  in  what  wo  do,  and 
in  the  place  where  we  live. 

Thia  ia  aa  it  abonld  be.  It  ia  in  tba  eonattlntioa 
of  tbtDgp.  If  we  do  not  care  for  our  own,  ot  OUT 
surroundings,  who  could  he  found  to  care  for  us  ? 
Hut,  in  boasting  of  what  i.s  personal,  selfish,  or  local, 
let  us  not  narrow  the  habiui  of  tbe  mind.  Let  us 
not  totf^  tbat  we  are  eapabla  of  expandiniK  our  aenae 
of  duty,  our  afTectiona  attd  geoerooa  oooaiderationa, 
from  the  smaller  to  the  larger  circles,  from  the  town 
to  the  county,  from  tbe  county  to  the  commonwealth, 
and  from  tbe  commonwealth  to  the  great  republic, 
tbe  Amertean  Union.'  To  tbia  broad  and  oommand- 
able  ])ride  ia  to  be  attributed  the  production  of  the 
foUuwiui.'  ['fiL'o,  pivincr  to  the  world  n  i-,i<t  c^timnte 
of  the  character  and  distinction  of  «.umc  of  tbe  men 
who  have  lived  to  honor  Norfolk  County. 

*  In  fpe«king  of  the  Ameriosn  Continent,  in  1776,  in  bit 
article  publiebad  nader  tb«  titlo  of  **  OunmoB  8«nM^"  Palaa 
•»y*,— 

'"TiK  nni  lilt-  ii(!»irof  »city.  «■  ountv,  ii  |iriivineo,  ..r  ii  king- 
dom, bat  of  a  contioeiit,— of  At  leut  one-eighth  put  uf  the 
haUtobleglolw.'' 

"  la  thi«  exteDure  qoarter  of  tbe  glob«  we  forget  the  narrow 
Units  of  tlH«a  liaadrad  and  ilzty  nilM  (tb«  Mteiit  of  Bag- 
land)  and  carry  our  friendship  on  n  Inrper  •(»alp ;  we  claim 
brulherhood  with  every  Eurupean  Cbristiao,  and  triumph  ia 
t1i«  gtmneMf  cf  tks  siatlBent. 

"  Tt  t!<  picatant  to  obeerve  by  what  regular  gradatioai  W*  tar* 
:  mount  looal  prqudioe*  af  we  ealarge  our  aoqaaintasM  wttll 
I  til*  world."— Gmtiwit  ^Sliw«i,  pp,  n,  SS. 


CHAPTER  I. 
THB  BBNCB  AND  BAB. 

BY  ERAXTUa  VORTBIXGTOX. 

Tbe  oouoty  of  Norfolk  was  incorporated  by  an 
not  of  tbe  Geneni  Gout  wbiob  paaaed  Harob  26, 

1793,  and  took  effect  June  2n.  1793,  All  the  terri- 
tory of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  not  comprebunded 
within  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Chelsea,  wiis  then 
erected  into  an  eoUre  aod  diatioot  ooanty,  with  Dad- 
liaa  aa  ita  abira^own.   The  towna  of  Bingbam  aod 


Hull  were  excepted  by  another  act  passed  at  the 
aame  aeasion,  and  a  few  jeara  aftcrt  tboae  towna  wera 
annased  to  Plymontb  Oonatj.  The  tarritoiy  of  ibo 

new  oounty  extended  firom  the  line  between  Boston 
and  Roxbury,  southwesterly  to  tbe  Ilhode  Island  line, 
and  from  Middlesex  uu  the  north,  to  the  Old  Colony 
line,  excepting  Hingham  00  tba  aontb.   It  was  oom- 
I  poeed  ebkflj  of  towna  with  fiuning  oommttnitiea, 
having  but  few  compact  villages,  except  in  the  lower 
I  parts  of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury,  which  were  imnic- 
j  d lately  contiguous  to  the  large  town  of  Boston.  The 
I  fbruMlion  of  a  mtnf  coiintj  bad  been  the  anbjaot  of 
I  petidona  to  tba  Ciaoerij-  Oou|t  hoto  tbe  towna  for 
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seTcral  jreats,  based  upon  the  obvious  j^ounds  of  con- 
venience to  the  people  in  transacting  the  public  busi- 
neas.  Dedham  was  selected  as  the  ^hire-town  on 
•oooant  of  its  oentral  position,  and  perhaps  bewvie  it 
was  the  parent  town,  whioh  onoe  inidiid«d  «ll  the 
ru)r(herly  and  westerly  towns  of  the  cntinty.  Med 
Held  liad  been  proposed,  with  tlie  idea  of  unitin  -  ■•i-r- 
eral  towns  uf  MiddlesHtsx.  At  this  tinit:  JJedliain  hua 
a  popnhtioD  of  about  two  tbotmnd  people,  mostly 
farmers,  with  «  siimII  oeotml  Tillage. 

As  there  was  no  ponrt-house,  the  records  of  tbo 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  from  1794  to  TTIMI  contin- 
ued to  be  kept  in  iiot«ton,  und  the  records  fur  1797 
•ad  1798  MW  imperfbet.  The  first  term  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  then  a  county  court,  was  held  in 
the  meotinpr-housio  in  Dcdbniii,  Sept.  24,  1793.  and 
the  first  case  was  committed  to  a  jury  at  the  April 
term,  1794.  At  the  same  term  the  number  of  actions 
enlflired  wut  one  hvodred  and  riztj'flix.  The  fint 
tern  of  the  SuprcQK-  Ju^Koul  Court  was  held  in 
August,  1794.  A  court-bouse  and  jail  were  ordered 
to  be  built  io  1794,  but  the;  were  not  fiaished  until 
179ft.  BoA  itrnotimf  won  of  wood  ud  have  long 
innee  dinppeared. 

Fisher  Amei,  io  a  letter  to  Thomu  Dwight,  dated 
Sept,  11,  1794,  writirip:  of  Dedham,  says,  "Our 
city  is  soon  to  be  adorned  with  a  jail  and  oourt- 
honie,  providiBd  a  oonimittwi  of  the  Saariona  aan  ho 
pcnoaded  to  haalen  their  aoail^a  gallop.  I  think 
I  have  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  that  the  Honor- 
able Supreme  Court  was  to  ^it  here  in  August.  They 
did  sit,  and  in  tolerable  good  humor.  Two  days  and 
a  pieoa  ftidAod  the  hnmDeas.  The  jnrofs  oould  not 
bat  fed  relief  from  the  former  bardeo  of  atteodiog 
fifteen,  somotimt*  tbirty  days  in  Boston."  The  allu- 
•?ion  to  tbe  hutnor  i>t'  tlio  jiul'jrcs  is  made  more  em- 
phatic in  u  letter  written  scvural  yoirs  later,  where 
he  speaks  of  Judge  Untt  Major,  R.  T.  Fidoe,  and 
of  whom,  after  an  uncomfbrtable  scene  in  court,  Mr. 
Ames  once  said,  witli  refi^Tcncc  to  bis  dcufne,x.s,  that 
"  no  man  could  izet  on  there  unless  became  with  a  club 
in  one  baud  and  a  iupcakiug-trumpet  io  the  other." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  aeparate  esteteoce  of  Nor- 
folk County,  the  number  of  lawyers  practiaing  io  the 
towns  must  have  been  very  f.  w.  There  were  not  a 
dozen  lawyers  in  the  town  of  Boston.  Fisher  Ames 
and  Samuel  Haven  of  Dedham,  Horatio  Towosend 
of  Medfidd,  Thomaa  Williams  of  Boxbnry,  Edward 
Hutchinson  Robbins  of  Doidteater  Lower  Milla, 
Asaph  rburcbill  of  Milton,  were  the  only  attorneys 
practising  in  the  courts  at  this  period.  Members  of 
the  bar  in  Suffolk,  Middlesex,  Wyciestcr,  and  Ojatol 
than  and  for  atone  /efra  afiSifwarda  Were  in  the  halnl 


of  attending  the  courts  of  Norfolk  County,  and  of 
course  hnd  a  considerable  share  of  the  practice.  Tbe 
profession  was  then  regarded  with  much  jealousy 
and  Bna|Mwon,  which  ibnnd  flKpreaaion  in  the  reoorda 
of  the  towns  of  tliat  period.  Among  the  inatmotiomi 
given  to  the  representative  ftom  Dedham  in  1786 
occurs  tbe  foUowin'.': 

"The  (JRbEK  OP  Lak  verb. — W«  »r«i  not  inattentive  to  tb* 
ftloMwi  iuiiT«tMll]r  prevatUng  eompbiaU  agalaU  Um  ptaatiee 

of  tbe  order  of  Inwyem,  and  many  of  u«  too  icnaibly  feel  the 
efTccU  of  their  unrciuonable  and  extravagant  extvrtion.i ;  we 
thinic  their  practicM  peroicioiia  and  their  mode  nnconstitu- 
tional.  Yon  will  Ui«r«foit<«  •ndwvor  tbat  math  ragalationi  ba 
iotrodaeed  into  oar  ocmrti  of  law  that  lucli  rNtnunta  be  IsM  ob 
the  order  of  lawyers  m  that  we  ui:»v  liave  rcfuui^f  to  tha 
lawf  aod  find  our  ttcarity  and  not  oar  ruin  in  tbcin.  If,  upon 
a  Mr  diMotttoD  md  matar*  d«lib«ratioii,  luob  a  meMor* 
.-.li.iuld  nyiprnr  iin  jirnftifMV^li',  _V'>u  an-  to  < mlcavnr  tlint  the  order 
of  lawyers  b«  totally  abolished,  an  alternativa  preferable  to 
tbolr  ooatiaatng  fa  tbtf  r  pieaaat  neda." 

Among  the  leaaoiM  urged  for  the  diTiaion  of  the 

county  wa.s  the  belief  that  if  the  court  was  held  in  a 
country  town  "the  wheels  of  law  and  justice  woijl'i 
move  ou  without  tbe  elogs  aod  embarrassments  i>l  a 
nnmerooa  tnda  lawjen.  The  aeenea  of  gayety 
and  amnaenieiit  whieh  are  now  prevalent  at  Boston 
wo  expect  would  so  allure  them  as  that  we  should  be 
rid  of  their  perplexing  oCRciousnc?.'!."  With  such  a 
distrust  existiog  iti  the  country  towns,  tbe  number  of 
lawyers  was  no  doubt  k^  ooBTenientlj  amall. 

The  lint  maetiog  of  the  members  of  the  bar  for 
the  countj  of  Norfolk  was  held  at  the  office  of  Sam- 
ne!  Haven,  in  Dedham,  Sept.  28,  1797.  There  were 
present  at  this  meetiog  Fisher  Ames,  who  presided, 
Samod  Haven,  who  aolsd  at  secretary,  Thomaa  WU- 
liama,  Uevatb  Towoseod,  and  Asaph  Chnrahill  of 
the  county,  and  Setb  niLs^tings  from  Worcester, 
I^ban  Whcntoii  fmni  Hristui,  and  Artomn.'!  Ward 
from  iVIiddlcsex.  The  only  business  done  at  this 
meeting  was  to  eatablbh  a  sehednle  of  prices  for 
writs.  No  other  meeting  was  beld  until  1802,  when 
the  additional  names  appear  of  William  F.  Whiting, 
Henry  M.  Tiislc.  Jairus  Ware,  John  S.  Williams, 
Jaiues  Kichardituu,  and  Gideon  L.  Thayer  of  Nor- 
f<dk  Connty,  with  others  from  Bristol  and  Plymooth. 
It  would  seem  from  the  attendanoe  at  this  uioeting, 
iliat  the  number  of  lawyc^^<  was  rapidly  iniTeasint:. 
lu  lb03,  the  bar  adopted  an  elaborate  code  of  regu- 
lations relating  (o  tbe  practice  of  Uw  in  the  courts. 
From  this  time  forward,  exeepting  intervnls  of  n  Aw 
years,  the  bar  of  Norfolk  County  held  its  slated 
annual  mectin'."^  down  to  1  "^.i"!.  Tbc«:e  raectinj^ 
were  beld  gent-rully  fur  passing  ujmi  the  ^ludifications 
of  eandtdates  for  admisnon  as  attorneys  to  the  diffarant 
conrts  and  of  oonnaellors  Co  the  Supreme  Jndieial 
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Conrt,  the  \$iw  thm  leqmriDg  afifwnta  admiMioiM  «• 

attorneys  and  couri'^fllnrs  to  the  rpspprtivp  courts. 
The  rt:oumtue[i<latiun  uf  the  bar  wati  theo  a  pro- 
r«!qaL>ite  for  admiRaioo.  In  a  few  ioHtanoes  tlicy  ad-  , 
wiiuatend  dimpUiM  upon  menibenwlio  had  brought  j 
dugnoe  upon  tbe  body  bjr  their  intetaperanoe  or  evil 
practicf*!".  There  were  also  mnny  resolutiotis  passed 
at  these  Tn(H>tiogs  to  provide  i^aiost  the  infringcoiont 
of  the  rigiiis  of  one  of  the  brethreD  bj  aaother  in 
eaenMehing  upon  hii  6eld  of  pnutioe. 

A  terj  cnrioDS  aed  raggntive  record,  Slnatntive 
of  their  scrnpnlous  care  upon  this  tnntter,  was  en- 
tered at  the  meeting  held  September,  l8Ud,  which 
Amn  in  a  itiiking  manner  how  this  prac^oe  of  hnV' 
lag  offioee  in  two  phraee  was  then  vieved. 

"  V«(«d,  ulaiilnioinly,  that  ths  bar  dliooantMiaBW  aai  will  ' 

b_v  tin  miviii'  «.in'-ti'jii  ;iny  «cntl<jtiiuii  cf  the  profeKtion  having 
more  tbso  one  oflio«  »t  «Djr  time  in  the  uine  or  diffarent  towDn ;  i 
•■d  ■adawteniiiin  tlMi  Pvm  Moitm,  Biq^t  amr  luu  effioe 
in  Po'ton,  :in'1  nn<.lh>»r  in  De-lVium,  furdnT  vutod  that  the 
retarv  ul  ihv  bar  furuijli  Mr.  Morton  nilliBCopy  of  thii  vote, 
thereby  reqoeatiog  him  t<i  immedikUly  relinqntvh  and  di8«on- 
tiaa%  both  diicotlj  or  indinottr,  aitbar  ana  or  tbo  olhor  of  aid  | 
oAooa.  Tbo  Morataiy  ft  dailnd,  if  tiw  above  lafawt  to  Mr. 
MurtuD  it  not  complied  with,  to  iialte  a  oomnenketloii  oe  tbo 
aobjoet  to  the  Snllblk  bor." 

There  \s  a  tradition  in  the  county,  that  one  of  the 
jnatioee  of  the  Couoty  Court  of  Common  Plca»  once 
overraled  n  notion  made  by  a  SofibUc  lawyer  on  the 
groond  that  be  waa  an  interloper.  The  reeords  of  bar 
meetings  show,  that  a  oarefol  aemtioy  wee  made  not 
only  into  the  qualifications  and  time  spent  in  the 
study  ot  law  of  the  caodldatee,  bat  also  into  the 
peiMwel  and  pvofeeaMnal  eondttefe  of  eieli  maniier  of 
the  bar  in  bb  ptoftaaion  nod  pnoUoe. 

At  this  time  there  was  but  one  court  of  general  ' 
common  law  juritidi''hon  in  the  commonwealth,  which  I 
waa  the  Supreme  J  udioial  Court,  eatabliahed  July  3,  i 
1782.    There  was  alao  a  eoaoty  eonrt  ealted  the 
Goart  of  Common  Pleas,  ako  eetaUiBbed  Jnly  3, 
1782,  whose  powers  and  juriadictiou  and  number  uf 
ju-siices  were  afterwards  changed  by  several  act.s  of 
the  General  Court.    Its  original  juriadiutiou  was  oou- 
flned  to  easel  wbwe  the  ad  damntuM  was  over  £4. 
By  statute  179S,  chapter  24,  the  court  waa  made  to 
consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  three  other  justices.  In 
1803  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Court  uf  Genera! 
Sessions  and  oi  the  Peace  were  transferred  to  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  exoept  ss  to  jails  end  ooanty  build-  | 
in^  aeoounts  of  county,  oonoty  tales,  licenses,  and 
hijrhwavs.    In  1811  the  commonwealth  wa»  divided 
into  six  cireuits,  and  Circuit  Courts  were  established, 
to  oonsist  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices. 
Tbii  court  was  known  ss  the  Circuit  Court  of  Com-  ^ 


von  Pleas,  and  it  oontiTiued  antO  1620,  when  the 
Cfiurt  of  Cuuinion  i'leas  for  the  coiiMnMnwi  alth  was 
established,  and  which  existed  until  1859,  when  the 
Superior  Court  was  created. 

There  was  also  another  eonnty  eonrt  ealled  the 
Court  of  SoflsiottS  of  the  Peace,  whieb  was  established 
in  1782.  This  court  oonMisted  of  the  jnsticcs  of  the 
county,  and  determined  all  matters  relative  to  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  and  punishment  of  offenoes 
oogoiisble  by  then.  In  1803  the  powers  and  duties 
of  this  court  wave  tnasfbrred  to  the  County  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  except  those  relating  to  jails  and 
county  buildings,  allowiug  and  settling  county  ac- 
counte,  estimsting,  apportioning,  and  issuing  warrants 
for  eonnty  tanas,  granting  liosnses,  and  highways.  In 
1807,  this  court  was  made  to  consist  of  one  chief 
justice  and  four  associate  justices  in  this  county.  By 
another  act  of  the  same  year,  the  name  of  this  court 
was  changed  to  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  in  1809 
this  eonrt  wss  abaiHidiad,  and  its  powers  and  duties 
transferred  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  In  1811 
the  Court  of  Sessions  was  restored,  and  again  in 
1813  it  waa  abolished,  and  it«  powers  and  duties 
traosferred  to  the  Cironit  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
This  hst  act  was  repealed  in  1818,  and  the  Court  of 
Sessions  again  established.  After  some  further  legis- 
lation in  1819  and  1821,  finally  in  1827  the  Court 
of  Sessions  was  abolished,  and  tbe  Court  ul'  County 
OoiDniflrionen  established. 

These  changes  effected  in  the  OOnrts  are  remark- 
able and  porplexiii.:,  and  can  only  he  understood  with 
the  explanation  that  they  were  made  as  one  poiitioal 
party  or  another  had  the  control  of  the  Legislature. 
In  1807,  Dr.  Nathanid  Ames,  the  elerk,  records  that 
after  passing  sundry  aocoants,  "  an  eternal  adjourn* 
menl  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
is  made  according  to  law."  But  the  Court  of  Sessions 
WSS  afkerwards  twioe  restored  and  twice  abolished. 

The  Probate  Court  has  remained  unchanged  mnoe 
1784,  except  that  in  1858  it  was  consolidated  with 
the  Court  of  Insolveney. 

Fisher  Amea  died  July  4,  1808.  Although  he 
spent  the  last  Aftcen  years  of  Ins  life  upon  bis  estate 
in  Dedham,  and  had  a  law-offioe  near  the  court-house, 
yet  the  state  of  his  health  was  such  during  maoh  of 
the  tinn*  as  to  prevent  his  erijrri'.'itii^  in  e<»nst-ant  prac- 
tice, but  he  tried  many  causes  belbre  the  jury,  and  was 
retained  in  some  important  causes  in  other  oountieB. 
His  fume  us  a  statesuiun,  orator,  and  political  writer 
completely  overshadowed  bis  reputation  as  a  lawyer. 
His  name  dnee  nut  appear  upon  the  bar  records  after 
1804.  lie  liud  lur  his  law  partner  James  liichard- 
son,  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  bsr,  admitted 
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iifYor  tlic  formation  of  the  ooanty.  He  studied  law 
with  Mr.  Ames,  and  was  admitted  as  an  altorney  of 
the  Supreme  Court  ia  1803.  He  alwap  lived  \o 
Dedham,  where  he  pffutieed  tiii  prafiMnoa  until  the 
iBflrmitie^  of  atre  withdrew  him  irom  active  life.  He 
nt  one  period  *'na:afjod  in  nianufacturin^  Lusiness, 
which  .somewhat  interfered  witii  his  practice.  He 
was  a  man  uf  excelleut  attainmenta  ia  law  aud  let- 
ten,  aoid  OD  Feb.  26, 1837,  he  ddirered  an  addms  I 
befiwe  the  members  of  the  Norfolk  bar,  at  their  re- 
qii(»pt,  on  the  "  nntir|uitj  atid  iiuportaiici'"'  of  tlie  letjal 
profea^iiou,  its  "  duties  and  respuusibilities ;  the  evils 
to  which  its  members  are  exposed,"  and  its  "  conso- 
htiom  and  lewarda,"  wbicih  waa  printed.  He  was  j 
pre»*ident  of  ihe  bar  for  many  jcan,  and  died  in 
1858. 

Probably  no  mumbtT  of  the  Norfolk  bar  ever  ex- 
ercised a  stronger  influence  in  elevating  its  profes- 
siona]  alandard  and  in  making  it  a  body  daMrving  of 
reapect  and  confidence,  than  Thcron  Mctcalf  He 
came  to  Dedhain  in  ISOf),  having  had  unusual  ad- 
Tantages  for  the  time,  in  pursuing  bis  preparatory 
atndifla  at  ^n  law«adioot  Ui  Litchfield,  Conn.,  then 
JttBtlj  edebnted  for  the  eminenoe  of  its  teachers. 
He  remained  in  pnaliee  at  Dedham  until  1839,  a 
period  of  thirty  yeart«.  While  iienrlv  ill  his  contem- 
poraries ill  practice  at  Dedham  ew  burked  in  maou- 
fteturing  euterprtaea  or  ad<^»ted  oAer  onSioga,  Mr. 
HetcalP  aleadOy  davoted  binuelf  to  the  atody  and 
practice  of  hifl  profteaioo,  although  at  this  time  it 
was  not  very  remunerative.  At  the  time  of  hh  np 
pobtment  aa  r^orter  of  judicial  decisions,  in  1839, 
the  bar  amooiation  adopted  a  reaolntion  expressing 
thnr  estimation  of  hia  lenniiag,  integrity,  mid  pvofe^ 
sional  character ;  and  while  they  regretted  "  bis  loss 
to  their  fraternity,  they  bad  reason  to  rejoice  that  he 
had  been  called  to  excrcl.se  his  pre-eminent  ulents 
and  difltingniahod  learning  iu  a  sphere  uMwe  grteoded 
in  usefulness,  vben  the  profearion  might  be  aqnaUy 
benefited." 

Amonil  the  eiirlicr  ineiiiher«  of  the  Norfolk  har 
who  were  uontewponiueuuis  with  Mr.  Kichardson  and 
Mr.  Metcalf,  may  be  mentioned  Aaapb  Ohurebill,  of 
Milton  :  Thotna.'*  Boylslon  Adams,  the  third  son  of 
President  John  Adams;  Gideon  L.  Thayer  and 
Thouia.s  Oreenleaf  of  Quiney  ;  Daniel  Adain.s,  of 
Medlield ;  William  Duubar,  uf  Cuutou  ;  Juhvi  Chick- 
eriog,  Eraatna  Worthington,  and  John  B.  Derby,  of 
Dedham ;  Thomas  Williams,  John  S.  Williams, 
Samuel  J.  Gardner,  and  David  A.  Simmons,  of  Rox- 
bury ;  Samuel  P.  Ix)ud  and  Abel  Cnshing,  of  Dor- 
chester; Josiah  J.  Fiske  and  Meletiah  Everett,  of 
Wrentham ;  John  King,  of  Sandolph ;  and  ChriatO' 


pher  Webb,  of  Weymouth.  All  these  had  been  n<i  ~ 
raittcd  as  attorneys  to  one  of  the  courts  prior  to  1820. 
Asbur  Ware,  afterwards  judge  of  the  United  States 
Diatriet  Court  in  Maine,  had  an  offioe  in  MUtoo, 
where  he  lived  from  1815  to  1824.  At  a  later  pe- 
riod. .John  W.  Auie>  and  .Jonathan  11.  Cohb  beiran 
practice  at  Dedham,  Aaron  Pre««cott  at  I^  in  !  iljili , 
Warren  Lovering  at  Mcdway,  and  Juuaitian  i'. 
Biahop  at  Hedfield.  In  t887,  Horaoe  Mann  began 
praetiee  at  Dedham,  and  in  1826  John  J.  Chirke 
began  practice  in  Uoxbury.  In  1834,  Ira  Cleveland 
began  practice  in  Dedham,  occtipvinf^  the  office  re- 
cently va(»ted  by  Horace  Mann.  Ezra  W.  Sampeon 
had  an  offiee  in  Bnuntree  ibr  twelve  yaaia,  until 
1836.  Ezra  Wilkinson  came  to  Dedham  about 
1835.  and  occupied  the  office  with  Mr.  Met<«alf  which 
was  formerly  that  of  Fisher  Ames,  opposite  the  court- 
bouse. 

The  eoart-hooae,  whieh  fbrma  the  aouth  wing  of 

the  present  building,  was  finished  and  occupied  for 
the  first  titnt?  in  February,  1827,  the  full  bench  bein^ 
present  at  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Chief 
Justice  Parker  made  some  complimenUury  remarks 
eonoemtng  the  new  building,  nnd  the  bar  gave  a  din-^ 
ner  to  the  joaUoea  of  the  Supreme  Court,  reporter, 
attomey-genoral,  solicitor-general,  and  the  architect, 
Solomon  Willard.  The  new  coart-boofle  was  a  Gre- 
oian  bttitding,  with  pottleoea  nt  both  enda,  Bke  tlutt  on 
the  aottth  wing  at  praaant.  It  waa  eonridared  n  finn 
structure  for  the  time,  and  there  were  other  court- 
hnnscs  in  the  comraonwcnlth,  designed  by  the  same 
architect,  which  bore  a  resemblance  to  it  in  its 
arohiteotwre.  The  extenaive  enlatgementa  of  the 
oourt-bouae  on  the  northerly  end  wore  oompleted  in 
1861. 

The  county  in  1835,  had  been  establbhed  upwards 
of  forty  years,  during  which  period  it  had  grown  in 
wealth  and  population,  and  by  the  tntrodaoUoo  of 
manafacturea  had  eeaaed  in  aome  degree  to  be  ah  ex> 

clusively  agricultural  county,  n.i  at  it.s  bcLrinniiig. 
Some  of  the  origiual  inciubcrs  of  the  bar  had  dropped 
from  the  ranks,  cither  into  other  callings  or  into  re« 
tirement,  or  had  removed  or  died.  3*he  trial  of  easea 
in  court  was  about  to  pass  into  the  handa  of  another 
ireneration  of  lawyers.  In  important  causes  in  the 
Supreme  Court  eminent  counsel  from  other  countie,-. 
— among  whom  were  Pliny  Merrick  of  Worcester, 
Rufiu  Choate  and  Franklin  Dexter  of  Boston — were 
sometimes  retained,  but  it  waa  not  many  years  before 
a  larire  majority  of  the  cases  were  tried  by  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Clarke  on  the  other. 
For  more  than  twenty  years  they  were  the  leaders  of 
the  Norfolk  bar.   Mr.  Wtikinaoo  bad  neqairad  tho 
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reputation  of  hmag  an  al>U|  nprighe,  and  learned 
lawyer,  and  thorougblj  devoted  to  his  profession. 

Mr.  Clarke  also  stood  descnredly  high  in  h'la  profes- 
sion, aod  was  CHpectally  raoceasfu)  in  the  trial  of  cases 
balbie  the  jury,  and  h^  a  hige  praotioa.  TIm  in* 
floanoa  of  hoch  theae  gentlameo  npon  the  ahaiaotar 
of  the  tnembers  of  the  bar  dariog  their  professional 
carper  wag  marked  and  ezomplary.  Mr.  Wilkinson 
retired  upon  hia  appoiotmeDt  as  a  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme  Court  ia  1859,  and  Mr.  Olaike  a  few  jean  later 
left  practice  io  Norfolk  Ooonfy, — Rozbuiy  liaTing 
been  aonesed  to  Boston  in  January,  1868.  Besides 
the=s<!  leaders,  there  were  other  good  triers  of  causes 
at  the  bar.  Among  these  were  David  A.  Simmons, 
BIlis  Aniea,  Fianeb  Hilliard,  aod  Aaaph  Chvrdiil], 
the  younger  of  that  name. 

The  sucoeesors  to  the  leadership  df  the  biir,  after 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Wilkiu.son  and  Mr.  Clarke, 
were  William  Gastuu,  oi'  Koxbury,  and  Waldo  Col- 
Iranm,  of  Dedham.  Mr.  Oaeton  waa  not  admitted  to 
practice  in  this  county,  but  he  studied  law  With  Mr. 
Clarke,  and  practised  in  this  count}'  for  many  years, 
aod  considered  himself  a  Norfolk  lawyer,  iie  was  an 
eloquent  and  successful  advocate  and  had  an  excellent 
piaetiee.  Ho  had  remofed  to  Beaton  prior  to  the 
annexation  of  Roxbury.  Mr.  Cotburn  always  prac- 
tised in  Dedham  until  he  was  app<iinted  an  assorinte 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court  in  1875.  Ho  attained 
a  high  position  in  hia  profeeuon  as  a  wise  counsellor,  < 
an  ahlo  trkr  d  canne,  and  a  lawyer  id  whoaa  handa 
die  interests  of  his  clients  were  always  safe. 

In  the  decade  from  1865  to  1875  the  course  of  | 
l^islation  and  events  had  tended  to  diminish  the 
legal  bttaineaa  of  the  oonnty  by  transferring  it  to  the 
eonntf  of  SaAiIk.   A  atatnte  paMad  in  1864,  whidi 
allowed  actions  to  be  brought  in  the  eonnty  where 
either  party  had  a  place  of  husinef^i,  hsd  encouraged 
the  members  of  the  bar  in  all  the  towns  near  Boston, 
to  open  olloea  then,  and  therafbre  to  hriog  many  of 
dicir  aotiona  in  Snflbik  Ooontj.   There  won  many 
dients  who  had  places  of  business  in  Boston,  but  who 
were  residents  of  this  county,  and  gradually  the  choice  ! 
which  this  statute  gave  aa  to  the  place  where  actions  i 
migh  t  be  brought,  waa  made  in  fhvor  of  SnA>lk  Coanty. 
Boeton  was  boooiDing  at  thif  period  what  it  has  Mnee 
actually  become,  a  place  of  legal  exchange  for  the  sur- 
roandinc:  coarttry  within  a  circuit  of  twenty  miles.  I 
in  addition  to  these  incidental  causes,  for  several 
jean  the  project  of  annexing  the  oity  of  Roxbnry  to  I 
Boeton  had  been  agitated,  and  petitions  pr<xeiit<'d  to 
the  r.ief^i.>ilature  nnfi!,  by  tlie  act  whicli  tcuk  effect  in 
January.  1  8*">B,  the  union  of  the  two  cities  vfn^  rffeeted.  ' 
The  loss  of  Kuxbury  was  a  seriout*  utie  iu  utauy  ways  • 


to  the  ooantj,  and  io  aowiae  was  the  loae  mora 
•erionaly  fbit  than  io  tha  ramoval  of  aome  of  its  best 
'  prnetitioner?  at  tlie  bar  and  the  oonseqtient  withdrawal 
of  their  business.  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Uaston,  and  Mr- 
J<An  W.  Maj,  all  hafing  a  good  praottea  in  Norfolk 
Goanty,  in  eonne  of  time  eeaead  to  practiaB  here  alto- 
gether. In  1870  the  old  town  of  Dorchester,  one  of 
the  best  towns  in  the  county,  and  in  1874  West  Box 
bury  were  both  annexed  to  Boston  and  taken  from  ttic 
oonnty.  The  baritahle  reanltB  of  the  temofal  of  andi 
a  hiiga  propovtioo  of  the  territory,  Tatnation  and  hoai. 
ness  of  the  county,  were  to  materially  diminish  the 
business  of  the  courtiei.  and  to  deprive  the  bar  of  maoy 
of  its  best  members. 

The  taat  raeerded  meeting  of  the  her  hot  one,  waa 
held  OoL  Ifi,  18S2,  when  reeolutions  were  paaeed 
with  reference  to  the  decease  of  Daniel  Webster,  re- 
questing the  court  to  adjourn,  and  that  the  bar  attend 
the  funeral  iu  a  body,  and  that  John  J.  Clarke  offi- 
date  aa  nuoahal,  and  that  the  dieriff  bo  reqneated  to 
snitablydiape  the  court-room  in  mourning.  The  last 
meeting  was  !i  Od  in  Fi-hruary,  18.")3,  and  was  a  bu.si- 
uess  meeting  reluliug  to  the*  purchatMs  of  books  for  the 
library.  This  is  the  last  recorded  meeting  of  the  Nor- 
iblk  bar  aa  an  oinaniicd  firatamity.  An  attempt  waa 
mado  to  reorganiaa  it  aoma  yean  aftarwarde,  but  with* 
out  success. 

In  1815  there  was  formed  a  Law  Library  Associa- 
tion, which  continued  in  existence  until  18^5.  An 
attempt  waa  made  to  reorganiaa  it  io  1860. 

In  qieaking  of  the  Norfolk  bar  as  it  now  exists, 
reference  conld  be  made  only  to  tho.se  nienibers  resi- 
deot  within  the  county  and  who  practise  in  it.  The 
nnmber  of  audi  g^tlemen  ia  not  larger  than  it  waa 
fifty  yearn  ago,  ahhongh  the  nnmber  of  atttnneyB  who 
reaide  daewhen  aod  praoUaa  in  the  oounty  is  mnch 
greater.  The  profession  has  everywhere  changed  in  its 
character  during  the  last  half-oentury.  The  fraternal 
feeling,  the  jealooa  watebftilnees  that  no  unworthy 
appKeant  eboild  bo  adnuttod  to  the  prolhenoo,  the 
old-time  distinctions  as  to  leadership  have  all  passed 
away,  and  nowhere  h  this  ehanjre  morr  clearly  to  be 
seen  than  in  Norfolk  County.  In  former  txmeB  mem- 
ben  who  bad  offices  in  Beaton  aod  in  the  town  of 
their  reudenoe,  were  cansured  by  their  brethren  at  bar 
meetings  in  formal  votes.  At  the  present  time  there 
is  scarcely  a  nicnihcr  of  tlic  bar  who  has  not  two 
offices,  one  in  Boston  and  another  in  the  county.  The 
old  organiistion  with  all  its  traditions  haa  paaaad  into 
hi!«tory,  but  beyond  this  it  bos  ceased  to  have  aay 
iiifluonee  upon  the  present  time.  Of  the  new  era  in 
[he  |irofe«sion.  of  the  character  of  it>><  members,  of  its 
luethuds  iu  (he  conduct  of  causes,  uf  its  emulumeuti,, 
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Bod  of  (be  rapid  iucrease  of  its  meuibcrb,  the  time  has 
not  yet  eome  to  speak  as  matters  of  history. 
fiiiti«M  of  tiiA  Jndieial  Covrti. — Tbkboh 

MBICALFwas  the  son  of  Ilanun  aud  Mary  Mct«alf, 
aod  was  bom  in  Franklin,  Oct.  16,  1784.  Ho  and 
hid  aacestora  for  five  generations  belonged  to  the 
oonnty  of  Ncn&lk.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
be  entered  Brown  Univenity,  where  he  wee  grndn- 
ated  in  1805.  After  gradiMtiog,  he  studied  law 
with  Mr.  Bacon,  of  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  in  April, 

1806,  be  entered  the  law-school  at  Litchfield,  tlieo  a 
edeltnled  inrtitutioi),  Mid  the  only  law^echool  in  tho 
United  States.   Here  he  remained  until  October, 

1807,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Connec- 
ticut. After  stmlytnir  a  year  with  Hon.  Setli  Ha?; 
tings,  of  Meadon,  ho  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  of 
the  Cireoit  Coatt  of  Common  Fleas  in  thie  oounty 
at  the  September  term,  1808,  and  aa  eonnadlor  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  at  the  October  term, 
1811 .  H«  practised  Inw  for  a  yeax  in  Franklin,  and 
removed  to  Dcdham  in  1809. 

In  1817  be  became  oonnty  attorney,  and  con- 
tinned  to  hold  that  office  for  twelve  years,  until  the 
office  was  aboIislio<]  by  the  statute  c*tabli>liiim  tliu 
office  of  district  attorney.  Ho  wa.s  ropre.setitntive  to 
the  Greuerai  Court  from  Dedhaui  iu  1831,  1833,  and 
1834,  and  a  eenator  from  the  eonnty  in  1836. 

In  Oetober,  1828,  he  opened  a  luw-school,  and 
began  a  course  of  lectures  upon  leiral  subject.-*  in 
Dcdham.  He  had  many  students,  among  whom 
were  the  late  Hon.  John  H.  Clifibrd,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  the  Hon.  Seth  Ames,  the  aon  of  Fiaher 
Aiiie.s,  and  afterwards  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  The  series  of  papers  published  in 
the  American  Juritt  and  afterwards  embodied  in 
his  work  on  the  "  Principle  of  the  Law  of  Coutraot« 
as  applied  by  the  Oonrts  of  Law "  were  originally 
jiri  pared  for  his  students. 

Ill  Deeember,  IHIIO,  he  wa.«  appointed  reporter  of 
the  declsiomi  of  the  25apreme  Judicial  Court,  and  re- 
moved from  Dedham  to  Boston.  He  held  this  offioe 
nntil  Feb.  26, 1848,  when  he  was  appointed  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  He  remained  upon 
llie  bench  until  Au^;.  .HI,  lSt;5,  when  he  resigned 
after  over  seventeen  years  of  service.  He  died  in 
Boston,  Not.  13,  1876,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one 
yean. 

Although  Judge  Mctcalf  had  rcnetvetl  frum  the 
county,  and  was  in  no  way  identified  wiili  it  during 
the  la.st  forty-six  yeare  of  his  life,  yet  the  thirty  years 
during  which  he  had  resided  and  praedsed  in  Bedham 
comprehended  nearly  the  whole  of  his  professiutiul 
esreer.   During  this  period  he  edited  a  number  of 


law  booki*.  anion^r  which  were  Yelvertoii'H  Reports," 
"StArkie  on  Evidence,"  "Russell  ud  Crimes," 
"  Hsate  and  Selwyn's  Reports,"  «  Digest  of  Hasss- 
chusettfl  Reports,"  and  with  Horace  Mann  -lupervised 
the  publication  of  the  Kevi.sed  Statutes  of  1836,  the 
index  to  which  was  made  by  him. 

Of  bis  reputation  and  influence  while  at  the  bar 
some  mention  has  been  made.  There  were  probably 
few  lawyers  in  the  commonwi  i'  1.  if  his  time  who 
had  such  a  full  and  accurate  knuwledirc  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  common  law  as  Judge  Metcalf.  His 
reputation  ss  a  writer  upon  legal  subjects  is  well 
established.  His  volnmes  of  the  Mssaadiusetts  Bo- 
ports,  it  has  been  said,  are  the  "  model  and  despair 
of  his  successors."  His  opinions  as  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  are  remarkable  for  their 
predsion  of  statement  and  their  ftmUiarity  with  the 
deolMOtts,  both  Bn^ish  and  American,  as  well  as  with 
the  principle  and  maxims,  of  the  common  law,  of 
which  he  was  master.  He  never  concealed  hi.s  dis- 
trust of  the  changes  efiected  in  the  administratiou  of 
the  law  by  legislation,  especially  the  statute  gmng 
full  equity  jurisdiction  to  the  Supreme  Jodiotsl 
Court. 

He  was  au  aceurale  scholar,  and  occasionally  wrote 
articles  for  the  reviews  on  other  than  legal  subjects. 
He  wss  in  person  below  the  av^ersge  height,  and  of 
great  gravity  of  demeanor,  although  he  had  a  qnaint 
humor.  He  wns  a  keen  and  intelligent  critic  upon 
many  subjects,  and  his  pithy  sayings  will  be  long 
remembered  and  quoted  by  those  who  knew  him. 

He  reeelTed  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  ftom 
Brown  Uolversity  in  1844»  and  from  Harrszd  College 
in  1848. 

Seth  Ames  was  the  youngest  child  of  Fisher 
Ames,  and  was  bom  in  Dedham,  April  19,  1805, 
and  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  his  fiither  died. 

He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1825,  and 
studied  law  with  Theron  Metcalf  in  Dedham,  and 
was  admitted  as  an  attorney  of  t  he  Court,  of  Common 
Pkss  at  the  September  term,  1828,  being  the  same 
term  at  wbidi  Esra  Wilkinson  was  admitted.  He 
never  practised  law  iu  tl)i-<  enunty,  but  rcnrnvcd  to 
Jjowell,  where  h«  practised  law  tor  twenty  yean*.  In 
1849  be  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  courts  fur  tlie 
county  of  Hiddlesex.  In  1859  he  was  appointed  a 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  then  esublished,  and 
iu  1867  wa**  appninted  chief  Justice  of  that  court. 
In  1869  he  was  made  au  a&sociate  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  which  office  he  resigned 
Jan.  16, 1881.  He  died  at  his  rosideooe  in  Brook- 
lino,  in  this  county,  Aug.  15,  18S1. 
Although  Jadgo  Ames  had  no  conneetioo  with 
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NoHblk  OoQiilj  during  his  prof«Mioiial  «ai«er,  yet 

as  he  was  born  and  pursaed  his  professional  studws 
in  T^crJhara.  and  was  aJmittoJ  to  practice  in  the  court 
h»'id  for  thb  county,  and  often  presided  as  ju.sticc  of 
the  courts  here,  be  may  be  claimed  as  a  son  of  Nor- 
folk Conntj.  He  wdl  sintaiaed  the  illnitrioos  oeine 
he  bore.  Ot  greet  rimplicity  and  modesty  of  char- 
actor,  he  pmae^ed  an  rt(hairable  judicial  mind,  and 
waa  the  master  of  a  pure  and  uonciae  atyle  as  a  writer, 
qiielitiei  wbidi  nake  hie  legal  upioiooe  worthy  of 
imitacioa.  In  tbe  laagiMi^  of  Chief  Justice  Qiayi 
'*lu  WHS  li  diligent  studeot*  a  good  lawyer,  a  safe 
counsellor,  a  faithful  aod  lueAil  pablic  eerraot,  a 
Christiao  geutlemao." 

EsaA  Wilkinson. — He  wasborD  id  Attkborougb, 
FA.  14, 1801,  and  was  gmdaated  at  BrawD  UDtver- 
sity  in  1824.  He  began  hie  professional  studies  with 
Hon.  Peter  Pratt,  of  Providenco,  R.  I ,  where  he 
remained  about  a  year,  aod  be  completed  them  in  the 
oliee  of  Joetab  J.  Fiake,  ia  Wrantham.  He  vaa  ad> 
Bitted  aa  an  attoraey  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleae, 
at  Dedhara,  at  the  September  term,  1828.  He  was  ad- 
mitffxl  as  a  counsellor  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
at  Taunton,  at  tbe  October  term,  1832.  He  began 
pnetiee  at  FxeeCown,  and  inbsequently  removed  to 
Seckonk,  in  Bristol  County.  In  183&  he  removed  to 
Dedham,  aod  had  an  office  in  the  same  buildinr'  for- 
merly occupied  by  Fi^^her  AtDf.>,  and  tlieii  by  Ttttron 
Metcalf.  He  was  euipiuyed  to  collate  and  ix>uiplele 
the  teeorda  of  the  oonrt,  whieh  had  fallen  into  aome 
ooafbaion  through  the  prolonged  illness  of  Judge 
Warp,  the  clerk,  who  had  then  recently  tleceiLxed.  Iti 
1B43  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Morton  as  dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  district  then  composed  of  Worces- 
ter and  Norfolk  Ooantiee.  He  held  thia  oSee  until 
1855.  In  1S59,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  Su- 
P'riar  Court,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  njisociate 
justices,  being  then  nearly  sixty  years  of  age,  and  he 
held  the  office  until  hia  death,  Feb.  C,  1882,  being 
nu»n  than  twenty4we  years.  He  bad  been  in  aetive 
pnictice  for  thirtj-ooe  yeais,  io  that  his  professional 
and  judicial  career  covered  a  period  nf  fifty-three 
years.  He  faithfully  and  promptly  met  all  the  re- 
qnireuents  of  bie  judieUd  poeition  wttbout  any  inter* 
mptton  hy  illneaa,  or  asking  any  time  for  relaxation. 
Within  a  month  before  lii.s  ilrath  he  held  a  term  of 
•"  "urt  at  S.iltiu,  iind  rendered  decijiioris  which  oom- 
luauded  respect  and  oootidence.  Jn  person  he  was 
vety  tall  and  erect,  even  to  the  bat  daya  of  hia  life. 
He  was  scrupnlovaiy  neet  in  bia  attire,  and  here  hiniH 
self  with  dignity  without  affectation.  Ho  was  not 
easy  or  fluent  in  speech,  but  he  was  concise  and  accu- 
rate in  his  use  of  language. 


I  He  was  always  a  Demoorat  in  polities.  He  was 
■  representative  to  the  Oemefal  Conrt  from  Dedbam  ftir 

three  sewsions,  and  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
agiiinst  John  Quincy  Adams  for  (jougress.    He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
;  1853. 

He  Jie<I  in  Dedham,  but  hi.s  remains  were  interred 
in  Wrentham.    At  his  funeral  in  Pt.  Paul'.^  Church, 
I  Dedham,  a  Urge  number  of  members  of  the  bar  from 
I  BoetoD  and  ebewhere  were  in  attendance.  Besolo* 
'  tioaa  of  respect  for  hia  meauMry  were  presented  in  tbe 
i  Superior  Crmrt  at  Salem,  and  in  Boston,  shortly  after 
hia  decease.     At  the  April  term  of  the  Supprior 
Coort  in  Norfolk  County,  1882,  Associate  Justices 
Colbani  and  Stifles  being  upon  tbe  bench,  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  adopted  by  tbe  members  of  the  bar 
practising  in  .Vnrfolk  County,  were  presented  to  the 
court,  and  ( iitt-red  ujnm  its  records.    These  resolu- 
tions, with  the  remarks  by  Mr.  Justice  Colburo,  em- 
body the  high  catimation  and  profound  respeot  fdt  by 
the  bench  and  bar  for  Judge  Wilkinson's  ebaraoter 
and  attainments. 

They  were  pre<M»ntcd  by  A?:«  French,  Esq.,  district 
attorney,  and  addresses  followed  from  Ellis  Ames, 
John  Daggett,  Asaph  Churchill,  Nathaniel  F.  Safford, 
Samuel  B.  Noyes,  Frederick  D.  Kly,  and  EraatOS 
Worthington.   The  following  are  tbe  reaolutions : 

"WiiKMt  :\s.  Oil  the  »ivrh  liiy  of  Fc'irtLiry  Iii-t  the  Hon.  Eir» 
WilklDfon,  n  juiiticv  of  ttiu  .'■uifuriur  Louit,  dijiit^ited  tlii<i  life  n% 
tbe  agft  of  «igbt>-0De  .venra,  the  member!  of  the  bkr  praoUeing 
in  the  oooBty  of  Morfolk,  where  he  waa  bora,  and  for  twiaty- 
fire  yenn  WAS  •  tcB^lini;  pniclitioncr,  »t  tbe  Irst  term  of  that 
court  held  for  oiril  bufinest  since  bia  dcoeuo,  woald  expri'4< 
tboir  bigb  appreciation  «f  bi«  obaraolor  asd  Mrvioee  m  •  oonn- 
•allor,  aa  a  proseeattag  oitoer,  and  a  }adg%  in  tha  fbltowtng 

rvsijiltl'-li-  : 

"  ttctolct't,  Tbnt  we  hold  io  grateful  lueraur^'  tbe  bigb  neiue 
oTprolStMiMial  daly  aad  ol>llgall«Ba,  abd  the  tboieagli  devotioa 

to  the  study  of  juriitprudeni^c,  which  chanv^terizeil  Judge  Wilk- 
iiMOD  fruiQ  the  boginniDg  lu  the  end  of  hi»  long  career,-  that 
we  woald  reoognixe  his  iM^curato  and  ample  le»riiiiiK  both  in  ibe 
eommoB  and  »tatBU  law,  bii  aasworving  integrity,  whiob  toi- 
eratod  no  togfeition  of  an?  indlroel  or  qneetloaable  uethod  in 
adrsnoiog  liiii  client  !!  caui<e,  hi*  power  nl  <  li  .11  !<tiktcincnt  atid 
ooorinoing  argauent  to  tbe  jury  upou  which  be  relied,  rather 
than  npon  appcwie  to  poMlon  or  prqndioo^  and  bu  oooitoat 
(1     ->  '    'unintAio  the  honor  and  dignity  of  liis  prufcRsiun. 

"  1  ti  ll  <iii  ,1  di.iti'ict  »itorut>y  from  I  ^  lil  to  1  for  the  dUlricl 
of  which  the  county  of  Ni'rfolk  formed  it  part,  he  uequirod  a 
deaorrod  repnlatioa of  strlut  fidelity  ta  tbednties  of  ihut  ru4pon> 
•ibio  olHeo,  and  for  learning  and  aklll  In  erimlnkl  ]>l«uding  and 
pnictice,  and  for  hi!*  performance  of  the  highet't  ilutics  of  »  pros- 
Mating  uiBoer  in  ten  eapital  irieU  front  1843  to  iS-iy,  that  being 
tbo  period  daring  whieh  tbo  ofloo  of  attomoy-goBorat  was 
aboli.ihe<l  in  tlii-"  CornuKinweitUli. 

"  That  M  judge  of  tbe  iiuperiur  Court  during  a  period  of 
more  than  twooty^two  ycMS'— 18&9  (u  I«)S1— wo  reoali  bie  jadi- 
ciiil  patieuco  in  the  triiil  of  oiurei<,  ln«  rt'iutinc^>  und  iiptncoa  in 
applying  legal  principles  lu  the  tacV)  of  the  cdJC,  and  in  wbicli 
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%•  nmly  wndt  sad  bi«  aapMitr  to  dlMwra  th*  mi  poiola  in 

iwue,  wbiob  cnabtctl  hitn  to  bnn^  to  the  mtri'lo  of  tll«  Jttlj  tiM 
exact  quMtion«  thvy  wrre  culled  upuu  tu  di;ciiie. 

"  Tbnt  hy  hi«  dvKth  bn'  liucu  removed  one  uf  the  few  tarvlvon 
«f  Um  iaIwtgMiQmlloti  of  Uwjon  wIm  ««re  ti«in«d  ia  tb«  Mbool 
or  the  «oinmoii  biir  bofbre  it«  enentisl  nodiflwtton  by  tb«  itat- 
ute*,  and  wo  regard  Judge  Witkinnon  m  «  remarknblo  exam|>lo 
of  «  jurift  who  kept  himMlf  fuiljr  informed  of  the  deeiiioiu 
md  ftetalM  wuSm  rad  pMiad  during  bmlf  ftemtory,  nnd  nt  the 

age  of  more  tbiin  f.iur.^'':;'rp  vciirt,  nnd  soarcoly  more  tbnn  a 
montb  prior  to  hi*  death,  yrua  a.b\p  to  prwide  at  the  term  of  hii 
OMirt  ill  tbe  «oini^  of  Bmn^  Md  to  render  deoisioDi  wbiob 
eoomnnded  thn  rwpwt  nad  eonfldiMMO  of  tboM  bolbn  bin." 

Mr.  Justice  Oolbnni  iwpooded  to  tba  zMolntiom 

as  follows : 

"QetiUemen  of  tbe  Bar,— The  life  of  Judge  Williinwti  ex- 
tMdAd  «««r  aearijr  Uw  «atir*  fdvtf  oa  «€  tbe  afattonntb  OMtlary 

wbicb  ba5  pnFspri.  Rnrn  in  thi«  f"riiintT.  with  the  exception  of 
*  few  j'cur*  «peut  ia  the  luljyiiuujj  cuuut^'  lA'  UriiCol,  be  oon- 
tinned  a  reeident  of  thit  county  until  hi*  dealb.  Leading  a 
Cinglo  lif^  unavnrtad  hj  family  ties  and  OMM^  from  inolluaiion 
or  |(ni4iMilly  oamtrMtod  babit,  going  but  tlltle  Into  aociety,  he 
euily  barnoii  'to  M-'irn  dcligbi.-  ami  live  l.iburiims  daya,' not 
from  a  desire  for  fame  or  fortune,  but  from  a  pure  lore  of  know- 
In;  nil  tbnt  owtd  b«  Iwrnnd  n|M>n  nil  inbrjooto  wblnb  oieflnd  bit 

iiitiT'j*!  or  woiilj  iniiilifv  Liiu  for  llic  ailei|u  ili;  ■li^'cImrKO  of  the 
dudes  ot  biit  chosen  profesaiuu.  i'rum  Uis  admiasiuu  lu  the  bar 
to  bia  appointment  to  tbe  bench  he  had  nn  extensive  and  varied 
practice.  For  twelve  years  he  held  tbe  office  of  district  attor- 
ney, and  during  the  first  half  of  this  time,  there  being  no  attor- 
ney-general, he  bad  the  sole  manngnmont  of  nil  capital  triaU 
nnd  tb«  nigumeni  of  nil  •xoopUoas  in  oriaitnnl  naies  in  bis  dii- 
triot.  An  toon  m  apfiointed  bn  began  to  Mpodnlly  qualify 

biuseTf  for  hi."  new  dutii-^  ;  he  went  to  tbe  fuuntjiin  liiad  ;  ho 

neqatred  all  the  English  oriminal  reports  and  lending  treatises 
and  booht  of  praondnntnt  nnd  bnonnra  nan  t€  tbn  nMMt  naoom- 

p1ishe<1  fHriilnftI  Ifiwrers  anrl  an  tiriJiirpsssM  I'rlminul  plcft-lpr. 

"  Upiju  tbo  loriuatiuu  uf  the  Supuriur  Court,  in  ISiy,  Judge 
Wilkinson  was  appointed  to  that  bench,  and  oontinaod  uninter- 
roptedljr,  nblj,  and  nooeptnMjr  to  diMbwge  bit  Jodidnl  4nti«a 
during  tbo  nnnlndor  of  bis  life.  For  tbe  adequsto  perlbnu- 
ancc  of  thaae  duties  Ills  le^ut  »<jiiiiir>-iiH'nt'<  and  extended  l  ivil 
nad  erimiaal  praotieo  (qualified  bim  in  an  unusual  degree.  His 
ittd«p«ttdmoe  of  bin  mmnedlngi  rmdnrad  abnaaon  (htm  bootn 
at  long  leriuf  '.f  the  i- nut  in  di'tnnt  countle.'"  less  irksome  to  him 
than  to  other  men.  He  seemed  always  to  have  some  snbjoot 
wblnb  oeaupind  bU  mind  nad  fnrnitbod  bim  witb  all  the  reore»- 
tion  ho  required,  exempting  him  from  that  feeling  of  impntienoo 
wbicb  sometimes  results  from  prutraolod  labor  away  from  bome 
aad  fHnnde.  Hii  ttorM  «t  learning.  hi.<  knowledge  of  unfa- 
BlHnr  aattnrt  of  practice  and  procedure,  the  reealts  of  wide 
■tndtei  nad  long  experience,  were  alwayt  at  tbe  wnrieo  of  bit 

bretlireti  >'f  (he  beneh,  :ind  llie  !-tjirtiii>;  of  nn  iti>(iiirv.  whii  h  !i9 

could  not  readily  answer,  would  lead  him  to  au  inrestlgatioo 
for  tbe  awittMiM  of  na  nMOoteto  witb  na  anob  iatninat  nad 
p:\ticnrr  M  if  it  bid  baooan  Importnat  in  tb«  ditebMt*  «f  bit 

own  duties. 

"Tbongb  not  potsMted  of  wbat  art  eonMdered  brilliant  t)ii- 
onta,  be  bad  n  tounduett  of  Judgment,  an  independence  in 
reaching  bis  oonoloiiont  after  duly  weighing  all  argumentj,  u 
power  uf  appliofttion,  and  a  willingnefs  to  give  bin  entire  time 
and  attention  to  aoj  snl^Jeet  he  bad  in  ehnrge,  which  more  than 
eompenmted  for  tbe  matt  brilllnnt  tolenia  witbont  tbeae  qunli- 
t'r«.  II>  ii :>  1  I  (  .i  t  appreciatively  all  the  leading  authors  in 
English  literature,  some  of  whom  be  especially  admired,  a« 


tbota  well  neqanlated  witb  bim  knew,  nnd  na  hit  notea  ia  tha 

volumes  of  hii"  cxton-ive  library  aril  viiri  >u'  moworanda  show. 

"Though  always  deeply  interested  in  public  and  politioiil 
nlBdra,  ba  waa  never  a  politioian  or  deeirooa  of  political  md- 
traaeement,  his  political  services  baring  been  limited  to  thrre 
•easione  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Oonatltotiooal  Convention 
of  1863.    Ho  thoroughly  despiaed  all  hypocrisy,  cant,  and  in- 
sincerity, nad  never  beaiutnd  to  esprem  hit  eonvietiona  oa  all 
proper  oeenaloop,  but  sever  oblmtively,  bowever  mneb  tbey 
nii^'iit  (.(nflii-t  witti  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  tbe  time?.    A  II 
kinds  of  dishonesty,  oppntaion,  and  iaijustiee  exeited  his  iodig  - 
I  nntinn,  nad  na  praaaaatSag  oftaar,  tbeugb  pnimingeflbndeva  he 
believed  to  be  guilty  with  «11  hin  «trengtfi.  hu  hn*  iieen  known 
I  to  withdraw  a  case  from  tbe  jur^-  when  ibe  ^v  idcncv  appeared 
I  to  bn  leading  to  Mrtniaeooviction,  having  become  satisfied  from 
I  bit  previont  eonferenean  tbnt  bia  witaaiaca,  tbreagb  exoeasive 
I  leal  or  pride  or  opinloa  or  aome  worae  motive,  were  testifying 
more  strongly  against  the  defendant  than  their  actual  knowl- 
edge woaM  warrant,  and  fearing  that  iqjottioe  might  be  done. 
And  I  bav*  hanird  bim  any  that,  in  tentoaeing  defendnatt^  ha 

bad  never  imposed  more  thun  tlie  one  day  of  Militarv  imprison 
meot  abaoluteljr  required  in  certain  cases;  that  nothing  but  a 
I  poalitve  aintnto  provtaioa  tonld  iadnea  bia  tn  add  what  1m 
regarded  M  a  klad  oT  tort«n  to  a  ton*  af  anaflaeweat  to  bard 

labor. 

"  Deioeniled  froaalpag  line  of  New  England  ye^tmanry,  he 
derived  from  thea  aaaj  of  tbe  beat  ebametoiittiea  of  tbat 
braneb  of  tbe  Anglo-Saion  raee,  wbiob  bna  an  largely  influ- 
enced the  destiny  ol*  tliu  \V.  «ii  rn  world.  !i;id  ii  fund  of  ani'oJote 

illustrating  their  early  struggles  and  peculiarities,  and  an  un- 
utnnl  knowledge  of  tbair  leeni  nad  anldpnl  biatori aa.  At  agn 

advanced  bis  foT)iInin<  for  rtirnl  quift  and  retirement  increasod ; 
ho  acquired  liirgu  ir»cUi  of  land,  and  delighted  to  «pend  hit 
I  tummer  leisure  among  their  rocks  and  woodt,  brooks  and  fona- 
!  toint,  which  hod  been  familiar  to  bim  in  jontb  and  early  man- 
bood.   Tbongb  he  appeared  to  those  who  did  not  know  him 
Well  reserved  and  untooial,  this  was  not  his  natural  disposition, 
hot  retalted  from  oironuataaoes  and  hit  adf-reUaaoa^  which 
[  indnead  bnblta  of  life  not  readily  changed.   Be  waa  at  Umea  a 
most  instructive  and  mtortjiininf;  oonipniiion.    Vo  ni:«n  wbi. 
I  baa  lived  eighlj-one  years  can  be  said  U>  die  untimely;  but  tbe 
,  atrangtb  wbleb  eateaded  bia  yean  to  ibr  bejand  (he  nllottod 

term  nppeared  so  free  fruni  the  prrdirtcd  labor  and  t'lTTVif  that 
we  faiied  to  realise  how  muk;h  our  «>cnior  be  really  was.  A 
I  learurd  tnwyer,  an  upright  Judge,  a  high-minded,  hoaOfaiWe 
man,  in  tbo  maturity  of  ycara  and  tbo  fbll  vigor  of  hi*  pMran, 
has  passed  away,  leaving  the  bnrdent  he  bore  to  long  aad  well 
to  be  taken  up  and  carried  by  younger  uicn,  until  they  in  their 
I  torn  tbnil  be  called  upon  by  the  greet  Ditpoaer  of  the  detUnict 
•  of  men  to  lay  tbem  down,  to  be  ngnin  naaumad  1>y  otbera. 

"  In  ucoordanci'  of  the  request  of  tiic  bur  their  rejolulion*. 

I with  a  memorandum  of  these  proceedings,  will  ho  entered  upon 
tb«  Moidt  «r  the  oeurt" 

HoM.  Waldo  Oolbubn,  tan  of  ThatdMr  and 
H«t&  0avelaiid  Oolbarn,  wm  born  in  Dedham, 

^  Ma8«.,  Nov.  13,  1824.  He  traces  hia  ancestry  in  this 
country  to  Nathaniel  Colbtirn,  who  emigrated  from 
England,  and  Aug.  11,  lii'67,  received  n  grant  of 
land  io  tho  town  of  Dedhun.  He  Nmuned  hoM 
until  his  death,  Haj  14, 1691.  The  line  of  descent 
in  an  follows:  Samael,  born  Jan.  25, 1<)5'( ;  Epbraim, 
born  Nov.  5,  1087  ;  Ephraim.  Lorn  Dec.  :n,  1716; 
Icbabod,  born  Feb.  26,  1754 ;  Tliaiclier,  born  Feb. 
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20, 1787,  and  united  in  marriige  with  Hattie  GHerv- 

bnd  In  June,  1823. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  the  rudimeots 
oi  bis  educatiuQ  at  the  common  schools  of  bis  native 
town,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  entered  Phillips  (Ad- 
dovcr)  Academy,  where  be  graduated  in  1842,  in  the 
"English  Department  and  Teachers'  Seminary," 
which  at  that  time  was  entirely  (UstiiiLt  from  the 
ciaiocal  course.  In  the  following  year  (^1843)  he  en- 
tered the  ciaaetoal  department,  where  be  remained 
ttotil  die  aammer  of  1845,  when  be  left  the  academy, 
and  for  two  yean  {eUowing  engaged  in  Tariooa  por- 
mits,  chiefly,  however,  dvil  engineering  and  anrvey- 
iiig. 

Maj  13,  1847,  be  enteiad  the  kw-cAee  nf  Ira 
Cleveland,  Bm),,  at  Dedham,  where  be  punned  bit 

liiudies  with  diligence  and  attention,  wd  May  3, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  the  mean  time, 
however,  he  bad  spent  some  time  iu  (he  Harvard  Law- 
School.  He  at  onee  oommenecd  the  pnetioe  of  law 
in  hit  native  town,  and  very  aooo  took  a  leading  poai- 
tiuD  at  the  bar.  He  oondnued  practice  here  until 
•May  27,  1875,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
GftsiuD  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court,  a 
potttion  vittoally  tbnut  upon  bim,  aa  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  iotentioD  of  GoTernor  Gaaten  to  appoint  him 
until  the  day  h'xn  tiamn  was  proposed  to  the  Council, 
and  h«  was  promptly  confirmed.  Nov.  lU,  1882,  he 
Wis  commissioned  by  Qovernor  Long  as  a  justice 
of  the  Snprame  Court,  a  portion  whioh  be  ooonpiea 
at  the  present  time.  In  apeaking  of  hia  a|qN>intDent 
by  Governor  Gaston,  a  writer  says,  "  The  comprehen- 
sive kDowled<rc  of  affairs,  tlie  wisdom,  tuct-.  and  abil- 
ity, the  1^1  culture  and  judicial  gnutp  ot  tuiud  dis- 
phyed  by  Judge  Colhnrn,  elotbe  bis  appmotment 
to  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court  with  spcdal  fitnen 
and  propriety,  and  make  it  f)no  of  the  salutary  acts  of 
Governor  Gaston's  aduiiuistration."  One  of  the  lead- 
«n  of  the  Suflfolk  bar,  in  speaking  of  Judge  Colburn, 
aaya,  **  He  te  one  of  the  ablest,  moat  aaeoMaflil,  and 
popular  judges  IB  the  commonwealth." 

•hidge  Colburn,  altliout:h  never  having  been  an 
active  politician,  has  always  labored  to  advance  the 
of  bis  native  town,  and  has  filled  tuauy  posi- 
I  of  tnut  and  raapooaibility  within  the  gifk  of  his 
townsmen.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Le^slatara  in 
1853,  serving  as  chairman  of  the  C<nniiiiitee  on 
Parishes,  Religious  Societies,  etc.  He  was  returned  to 
the  Legishtnra  the  ibllowing  year,  and  served  aa 
(hairoan  of  the  Committee  on  Bailroada  and  Canals. 
During  these  years  ho  earnestly  opposed  loaning  the 
Sute's  credit  to  the  IIi>o.-ae  TunnrI  .sehcmf-. 
Id  1870  he  represented  the  Seooud  Norfolk  District 


in  the  State  Senate,  and  served  on  the  Jndieiary 
CommitlaB,  and  had  ohaige  of  draftfaq;  the  well- 
known  corporation  act.  Jndue  Colburn  was  also  for 
several  yearti  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party 
for  attorney-general.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board 
of  seleeliiien,  aasoMon,  and  overaeeni  of  the  poor  of 
Dedham  for  nine  successive  years,  beginning  in  1S55. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  Dedham  Institution  for 
Savings,  and  a  director  in  the  Dedbam  Natiooai 
Bank. 

Politioally,  Judge  Colburn  was  a  member  of  the 

old  Whig  party,  bnl  upon  the  death  of  that  orgaot- 
zation  he  became  a  member  of  the  Demoerntie  pnrty, 
with  which  he  baa  siooe  affiliated.  He  is  a  kind  and 
benefioent  neighbor  and  friend,  a  learned  and  upright 
judge,  and  one  of  Maaaaobofletta*  moat  honored  eitiiens. 

Nov.  21,  1852.  he  united  in  marriage  with  Misa 
Mary  Ellis  Oay,  daughter  of  Bunker  Gay,  of  Ded- 
ham. She  died  Oct.  22,  1859,  leaving  two  daugh- 
tsn, — Mary  and  Anna  F., — ^who  afe  «m  Uving. 
Aug.  6,  1861,  he  married  Elitabetb  G.  Sampson, 
daughter  of  Rxra  W.  Sampson,  a  lawyer,  and  for  thirty 
years  clerk  of  the  courts  nf  Norfolk  County.  There 
was  one  son  by  this  marriage,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Blub  Ahsb  (ase  bbitoiy  of  Canton). 

Judges  of  Probfttt.* — William  Hkath  was  bora 
in  Roxbnry,  March  2. 17^7.  on  the  estate  settled  by  hi« 
ancestor  in  1636,  and  was  bred  a  farmer  His  fondues.'* 
fur  military  exercises  led  bim,  in  1754,  to  join  the 
Aneientand  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  whioh  be 
commanded  in  1770,  having  previously  been  made  U 
captain  in  the  Suffolk  regiment,  of  which  hi>  heenme 
cuionei  iu  1774.  In  1 770  he  wrote  sundry  ewisayB  in  a 
Boston  newspaper,  signed  A  Military  Countryman," 
on  the  importanee  of  military  discipline  and  skill  in  the 
use  of  arms.  He  was  a  memiiBr  of  the  General  Court 
in  1761  and  in  1771-74.  en^atretl  with  zea!  in  the 
Revolutionary  contest,  was  a  delegate  to  the  'Pro- 
vincial Congresses  of  1774-75,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  CommitCeee  of  Correapondenee  and  of  Safety. 
Appointed  a  Ma^achusetts  brigadier-general  Dee.  8, 
1774  ;  nirijor-L'-'ru  ral,  .Iuiie20, 1775  ;  brig  idii-'r-^enerai 
(Continental  army),  June  *J2,  1775;  luajorgeueral, 
Aug.  9,  1776.  He  rendered  great  servioe  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  British  troops  from  Concord,  April  19, 
1775,  and  in  organising  the  nule  and  undisciplined 
army  nround  T?.»>ton,  and  with  his  bri;;ado  was  sta- 
tioned ut  iioxbury  during  the  si^e  of  Boston.  After 
its  evaeuation  he  accompanied  the  army  to  New  York, 


■  Tbe  fuliowiiig  BOtioM  of  the  judgM  of  tti«  I'robntc  Oonit 
KTf  taken  from  ttia  "  Norfolk  Court  Manuiil,"  (jrcpikred  ae4 
pui<)i<lie(l  by  Ilonry  O.  Ilildrttli,  Biq.,  in  IBTS,  with  tho  kind 
pwmiasioD  of  the  author. 
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opposed  the  evwsnatton  of  that  city,  and  near  the  close 
of  the  year  1776  was  ordered  to  take  ooDmand  of  Uie 
poets  in  the  Highlands. 

In  1777  he  was  intrusted  with  the  commaod  of  the 
etstem  depaxtmenti  and  had  ehaige  of  the  Saratoga 
(convention)  priaoneis.  In  June,  1779,  he  waa  or- 
dorcil  to  the  command  on  tlic  Huilsuu,  wht  re  h<»  was 
stationed  till  the  cluee  of  the  war.  Kcturning  to  hie 
farm,  he  became  a  delegate  to  the  OOOVeoUon  that 
adopted  the  Federal  Constitution  in  1788,  Sute 
senator  in  1791-92,  and  in  1806  was  chosen  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  Massachu8ett.<«.  hnt  ck-dinetl  the 
offioe.  July  2,  1793,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
Coort  of  Common  Pleaa  for  the  now  eotintj  of  Nor- 
Iblk,  and  the  aame  day  ma  appdnCed  fitat  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  eonnty.  Ho  died  Jan,  24,  1814, 
aged  !»cventy-«even  years. 

£DWAfiU>  Ht'TCHi.NSOM  KoBBlNS  was  born  in 
Hilton,  Feb.  19,  1758,  and  was  grulinted  at  Har- 
vard Coilege  in  1775.  He  atndied  law  with  Oakea 
Aogier,  of  Bridgewater,  and  commenced  j)ri)etieo  in 
his  nativo  town.  He  was  chosen  a  Representative 
from  Milton  in  1781,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
BefffeaeiitatiTea  in  1793,  whiefa  office  ho  held  for 
nine  snoeeaiiTo  yeaia.  In  1802  he  waa  dioaen  Ideii- 
tcnunt-Goveroor,  and  held  the  office  until  1807.  In 
1793  he  was  appointed  Special  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  Norfolk  County,  and  in  1799 
was  appointed  Chief  Jnadee  of  the  aame  oourt.  In 
1808  and  1809  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ezeonti^e 
Council  III-  iil^i)  held  many  other  positions  of  trust 
and  re8poosil>ilit y.  On  tljc  decease  of  Gen.  Heatlijin 
1814,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
eonnty  of  Norfolk,  whioh  office  he  held  nndl  his 
death,  whieh  oecnixod  Dec.  29, 1829.' 

SUERMAN  LeLAND  waS  born  in  Craflon.  March 
29,  1793,  and  remained  on  his  father  s  farm  until  he 
was  uiure  than  twenty  years  of  age.  During  the  two 
or  three  yeors  fbUowing  be  attended  aebool  moat 
the  lime,  and  in  October,  1805,  commenced  the 
study  of  tli*'  ••ini>;iiyin<;  tlic  wintor  month:';  of 
that  tnd  the  three  Huececdiug  years  in  teaebing.  He 
wus  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Worcester  in  December, 
1809,  and  oonmenced  pmotioe  at  l^tport,  He., 
January,  1810.  Oct.  11,  1811,  h(  w  is  appointed 
prosecuting  attorney  for  the  ooiinty  nf  Wushiugton. 
He  represented  Eastport  in  the  Massachusetts  liegis- 


1  JvAft  BobWm  ww  •  man  «f  fla*  p«rM>nal  praam**,  of  j 

gonial  milliner*,  and  great  kin  tr;p»«  if  »,i  nrt.    He  was  cniph»t- 
tbu  fricittl  uf  thi;  iridow  autt  uqiU^ii,  iimi  liis  <l<.>uth  was 
ragavdad  m  a  great  public  loss,    llu  IIvmI  and  divtl  on  the  Tinu 
e«(at«  on  Urui>h  Hil),  aow  the  r«alilaac«  of  hit  soa,  Hon.  Jamaa  ' 
Murray  Kut)biu».  ^ 


latnra  of  1812,  and  in  December  of  that  year 
appointed  first  lieutenant,  and  served  under  that  ap- 
pointment in  the  anny  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
eastern  frontier  until  April,  1813,  when  he  received 
the  appointment  of  eaptun  in  the  Thirty-finrth  Bcp- 
ment  of  Infantry  in  the  United  States  army,  and 
served  until  June  6,  1814,  when  he  rpsisrned  his 
commissioo  aod  resumed  the  practioe  oi'  profea- 
sioo.  In  Jtily  he  removed  to  Rozbury,  Mase.,  and 
in  the  year  1815  opened  an  office  in  Boston,  and 
cotumenccd  practice  in  both  the  ooanties  of  Suffolk 
and  Norfttlk.  He  wa.si  a  Representative  fmm  Rox- 
bury  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  for  the  years 
1818,  '1 9,  '20,  and  *21.  He  waa  abo  a  deleg»ta  IVon 
Rffitlary  in  the  OonatitntioBal  OonTeotion  of  1820. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  Massachii^ctrs 
from  the  county  of  Norfolk  for  the  yfars  1823  and 
1824,  and,  during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  pretd- 
dent,  waa  elected  prendeot  jpro  te».  Ho  waa  again 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepffosentativsa  in  tlm 
year  1825,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary.  In  1824  he  was  a  candidate  for  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  for  the  Norfolk  District,  but, 
after  aeveral  trials,  hb  oompetitor,  Hon.  John  Bailey, 
was  elected  by  a  small  majority.  He  was  l^^^o  deeted 
a  member  of  the  Senate  frnm  Norfolk  County  for  the 
3'ears  1828  and  isi".).  and  w.is  president  of  the  Senate 
for  the  year  1828,  and  chairman  of  the  Committ^  on 
the  Judiciary  for  1829.  On  the  26th  of  January, 
1830,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Norfnlk.  in  place  of  Judge  Rohhins,  de- 
eea^ed,  aud  itniiiediatelv  entered  npon  the  discharjre 
of  the  duties  of  the  office,  which  he  continued  to  per- 
form nntU  his  death,  whidi  ooenrred  Not.  19, 1863, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Wtr.T.i.xM  Sherman  IiKL\Ni>was  born  in  Rox- 
bury,  Oct.  12,  1824.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  in  his  native  town,  he  entered  the  law-office 
of  hta  father,  Hon.  Sherman  Leiaod,  then  Judge  of 
Probate  of  the  eonnty  of  Norfolk.  On  the  death  of 

hif?  father,  in  Novenilier,  lP5r?,hp  was  appointed  to 
till  the  vacancy,  which  position  lie  continued  to  oc- 
cupy until  185S,  when,  under  the  administntion  of 
Gotremor  Banka,  the  law  eoneeming  Courta  of  Pro- 
bate and  InsolTenoy  was  changed,  and  he  ftiled  to  re» 
peive  the  appointment  as  judge  of  the  new  court. 
He  resumed  the  generaU  practice  of  law,  and  soou  ac- 
quired a  large  and  luorative  practioe.  He  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  directoia  of  the  People's  Bank 
of  Rodnny,  and  was  at  one  time  its  active  president. 
He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Elliot  Five  Cent 
Savings-Baak,  and  was  ohoaeo  its  preeideot,  which 
offiee  he  oonturaed  to  hold  until  bis  death,  whieb 
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took  pime  July  26,  1869,  at  Ui«  age  of  forty-fonr 
ywn, 

Georof.  White  was  born  in  Quincy.  He  was 
fitted  for  collc'^o  under  tho  inRtruction  of  William  M. 
Ckiroell,  LL.D.,  and  at  the  Pliillips  Academjr,  >d 
Bmior,  N.  H.  Ha  ma  gisdoatad  at  Tala  Gollaga 
io  1848,  an<]  lH<:!in  his  professional  studies  in  the 
Pane  Law  Scthnol  at  Cambridge,  and  received  the 
dcgre«  of  LL.B.  from  Harvard  College  in  185U. 
He  completed  hia  atudics  with  Hon.  Robert  Rantoul, 
Jr.,  and  upoo  bis  adninioii  to  the  Suffolk  bar,  io 
1851,  he  became  a  partner  witk  Mr.  Rantoul,  having 
an  office  in  'Brxifon.  He  was  a  member  of  tin;  r<,ti- 
atitutiooal  Convention  from  Quinoy  in  18&3.  He  was 
■ppoioted  Judge  of  i^nbate  and  InaolTeney  ia  1858, 
and  be  haa  beld  the  office  ainoa  that  time.  He  bow 
resides  in  Wellcsley,  having  an  office  in  Boston.  (See 
notice  of  Judge  White  in  history  of  Wi  Ili-Ifv  i 

The  Bar- — Fisusr  Ames. — He  wa^  udmittcd  to 
the  bar  in  BntaSk  in  1781.  Be  was  graduattd  al 
Harraid  College  in  1774,  and  atvdied  law  with  Wil- 
l):;m  Tindor  in  Boston.  He  had  an  office  in  Boston 
tor  a  short  time,  hnt  he  removed  to  Dcdham  about 
the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  county.  He 
built  BB  office  attd  began  practice,  although  be  waa  a 
'  neoiber  of  Congraaa  uotil  1797.  His  health,  how. 
ever,  failed  in  170.*),  and  while  he  continued  to  i 
practiw  in  the  <*o«rt»  to  some  extent,  he  •rradually  ! 
withdrew  towards  the  close  of  hi&  life.  Mr.  Ames 
evideotly  foood  the  trial  of  ordlnaiy  eases  very 
irk.some.  and  his  time  and  attention  were  taken  up 
by  his  faru)  anil  politics.  His  fame  as  a  lawyer  was 
comp!<?tL'ly  ovt  ishndowed  bv  his  eminence  !i«  a  states- 
mau  and  pulitical  writer.  An  account  of  his  life  and 
eharaeter  will  be  fbaod  in  the  history  of  Dedham  io 
this  volume. 

HoB.ATio  TiiwNSEN!)  was  borti  in  MfMlCu  hl.  Maicii 
29,  1763.  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1783  j  studied  law  with  Theophilua  Pararona  at  Ncw- 
bnryport,  and  be$(an  practice  in  Medfleld.   tn  1799 
he  was  appointed  special  ju^ticc  of  the  Court  of 
(^ltlJI)lon  I'lcai-.  anil  aluut  tl><^  sainf  time  was  appointed  I 
clerk  of  the  courts,  which  office  he  held  until  1811,  ' 
when  he  was  reiDOved  by  Governor  Gerry.    He  was  j 
raeppointed  the  fotlowiog  year,  and  continued  in  office  I 
oDtil  hia  death,  which  occurred  at  Dedham,  July  9, 
I82(i.  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  ycaro. 

isAUVEL  Havcn. — Admitted  to  the  ijutfulk  bar 
before  the  iacorpontion  of  the  county  of  Norfolk. 
He  waa  the  aon  of  Rot.  Jason  Haven,  the  minister 
of  Dedham,  and  was  born  April  5,  1771.  He  was 
jrradiMttd  at  Harvard  College  in  178U,  and  studied 
law  with  Fisher  Amea  and  his  cousin,  Samuel  DeX' 


ter,  of  Boston.   He  was  the  lint  Rqpaler  of  Ftobate 

of  this  county.  In  1802  he  was  oommissioned  a 
.Tustiee  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  in  1804 
was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  continued  in  that 
office  until  the  oourt  was  aboliiihed,  in  1811.  He 
was  in  the  offioe  of  Register  of  Deeds  until  1833,  n 
period  of  forty  years,  and  almost  wholly  retired  from 
the  pr.iPticc  of  law.  He  then  removed  to  Roxbury, 
where  ho  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  Sept.  4, 
1847,  at  the  ago  of  seventy-six  years. 

The  mother  of  Judge  HaTen  was  the  sister  of 
Samoel  Dexter,  Sr.,  and  daughter  of  Rev.  S  innicl 
Dexter,  minister  of  D<  illumi  He  built  the  fmo 
house  near  tho  court-house,  on  the  corner  of  Court 
and  Amee  Street^  about  1795.  Hia  dice  stood 
upon  his  grounds,  and  waa  the  first  offioe  oeenpied 
by  Waldo  Colbvm,  who  began  practice  in  1850,  but 
it  is  now  removed.  It  w.i:*  in  this  office  probably 
the  first  mveting  of  the  bar  was  held.  He  was  in- 
terested b  tbec^ogieal  questions,  and  wrote  an  elnbo* 
rate  pamphlet  upon  the  eaae  of  the  Dedham  Church 
in  1818.  Ho  was  the  Ikther  of  Samuel  P.  Hareo, 
of  Worcester. 

TuouAS  GBEENLBAf. — He  Wfts  a  utember  of  the 
bar  before  the  incorporation  of  the  county.  He  was 
bom  in  Boatoo,  May  15,  17G7,  and  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1784.  He  removed  to  Quincy 
early  in  the  prosmt  crntnry.  Ho  was  a  reprefien- 
tative  to  tho  General  Court  from  1808  to  1820.  He 
waa  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  flrom  1620 
to  1622.  In  1806  he  waa  appointed  a  special  justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk.  He  died  Jan.  5,  1854,  aged  eighty  bix 
years  and  seven  moulbs. 

Asaph  GHCucflitL,  of  Milton,  was  a  member  of 
the  bar  at  the  fonuaiion  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
ill  Miildli  hurough.  May  ft,  17'^').  and  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1789,  having  a  di-vputatiou 
with  Nahum  Mitchell,  of  Brid^cwatcr,  as  his  part  for 
oommencement.  He  studied  law  with  John  Davis, 
K.<<4|.,  of  Plymouth,  and  Was  admitted  to  practioain 
Boston  in  1795.  He  wiis  one  of  fnw  attornoy.  prob- 
ably less  than  twelve,  at  that  time  practising  law  in 
Boston.  Having  continued  his  offioe  in  Boston  for 
aeveral  years,  be  remored  to  Milton,  where  he  pur- 
i  ha>(  .1  at)  <  >tato  on  MiltOD  Hill  «if  Edward  H.  Rob* 
liiiis  llu  liad  a  large  practice  in  Norfolk  County. 
He  died  in  Milton,  June  30,  1841,  at  the  age  of 
scTcnty-Mx  years.  He  was  a  deaoendaot  of  John 
Churchill,  who  came  to  thia  oountiy  in  1640. 

John  Shiklev  Williams. — Attorney  of  Supremo 
Judicial  Tourt,  1*^03.  Hewnf«htirn  in  Ruxlniry.  May 
3,  1772,  and  was  ijruduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
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1797.  Ilo  pntetised  law  at  Rozbniy  and  at  Dcdham. 
In  1811  he  was  appointed  Clork  of  the  Coiirtg  by  Gov- 
ernor Gerr)-,  but  was  reuiov«d  the  next  year  by  Gov- 
ernor Stroog.  He  w«s  ateo  County  Attorney.  He 
died  eft  Ware,  Meat.,  while  on  a  joani^  for  hia  health, 
in  May,  1843,  aged  seventy-ooo  years. 

TIen'RT  M  ahrice  Lisle.-  Aftnrrifv  of  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  IMOZ,  Ue  was  an  Englishman  who 
practised  law  in  Milton.  He  waa  a  man  of  aluUty, 
bat  little  ia  known  ocmeaRiing  him.  There  ia  a  tra- 
dition tliat  ho  went  to  the  West  Indiea. 

Jame8  Richardson. — Attorney  of  th<«  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1803.    He  was  boru  in  Medtield,  Oct. 
12, 1771,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Collie  in 
171*7.    He  atudied  law  in  the  office  of  Fishor  Ames  in 
Bedhnm,  and  wa.<)  afterwards  his  partner  in  businc^^s  . 
until  thp  death  of  Mr.  Aitk's.  He  was  u  learned  lawyer,  ; 
and  had  a  taste  for  literature.    He  was  a  senator  from  ^ 
the  eoanty  in  the  aeaaion  of  18i:i-14,  and  a  member  I 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1820.    He  was  | 
one  of  the  Prtjiiilrnlia]  ckifors  in  1832.     He  was  ' 
president  of  the  Bar  Associiiion  of  the  county  for  i 
maoy  years.    He  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  manu-  , 


Gideon  L.  Thayeh  — Counstllor  of  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court,  1808.  He  was  tlu'  .*nn  of  lion.  Ebeneier 
Thayer,  and  was  bom  in  iiraintree,  Sept.  24,  1777. 
He  waa  graduated  at  Harvard  Coll^  in  1798,  and 
studied  law  with  Beojamtn  Whitman,  of  Pljmonlh 
County,  and  also  with  Judge  Crauch.  He  praetiaed 
in  that  pnrt  of  Braintrec  which  is  now  Quincy,  and 
also  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  near  Weymouth 
Landing.  He  had  a  high  standing  in  hia  profeadoo. 
He  died  July  17, 1829,  at  the  age  of  lifty-two  yenta. 

Wii.ijAM  DiNitAU— Counsellor  of  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court,  18Ul>.  He  was  born  iu  Stoughton,  now 
CautoQ,  Aug.  15, 1780,  and  never  received  a  collegiate 
edneation.  He  praetiaed  law  In  Canton  for  a  timet 
and  then  went  West  or  South,  and  was  gone  many 
years.  He  returned  to  Canton  a  few  years  before  hia 
death,  which  book  place  May  6,  1848,  and  did  tomm 
office  work. 

Daniii,  Adams. — Connsellor  of  Snpreue  Jttdidal 
Court,  1 809.   He  was  bom  in  Watertowo,  Hareh  26, 

1779  ;  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1799,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Mediicld.  He  was 
a  ReprescDtativo  to  the  Genenil  Court  from  1812  to 


fketoriog  bnainess,  and  towards  the  doee  of  hia  life  I  1820,  excepting  one  year,  and  again  in  1841.  He  waa 


withdrew  from  active  practice.    He  continued  to  be 

president  of  the  Norfolk  Muinal  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  May,  1858. 

Jairvs  Wake. — Counsellor  of  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  March,  1808.  He  was  born  in  Wrentham, 
Jan.  22,  177'-  i  1  was  graduated  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity in  1797.  He  prnctifsod  law  in  Wrentham.  Ho 
was  RepreieDtative  to  the  Ueoeral  Court  from  1809  to 
1816,  and  abo  1818-23;  member  of  the  Eseentive 
Conneil,  1825-26;  in  1811  Jostioe  of  CiKult  Cbnrt 
of  Common  J?km\  and  in  1819  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Sessions,  He  was*  appointed  ri<  rk  of  the 
Courts  Sept.  1,  1826,  and  held  the  oihcc  until  his 
death,  which  oconrred  at  Dedham,  Jan.  18,  1836,  at 
the  «fee  of  sizty^fonr  years. 

Thomas  B.  Adams. — Counsellor  of  Supreme  Ju- 
dicin!  Court,  March,  1H08.  He  was  the  third  son  of 
Prei^idcDt  John  Adams,  uud  wub  born  io  Quincy,  then 


appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  of  Norfolk 
County  in  l^'l'I,  nnd  npon  the  retirement  of  Judge 
Ware,  in  1826,  was  made  Chief  Justice.  Hp  died 
Sept.  2,  1852,  at  the  age  of  scveuiy-three  years. 

Jabbz  Chickkbino. — Counsellor  of  Supreme  Ju- 
dicia!  Court,  1809.  He  wan  the  son  of  the  Be?.  Jaben 
Chickeriug,  of  Dedham  (Souiti  Parisli  i,  where  he  was 
born  Aug.  28,  1782.  He  l>egan  practice  in  Dedham 
and  continued  it  for  many  years.  He  subsctiuently 
engaged  in  nanufaetttres,  and  was  oasbler  of  the  Ded* 
ham  Bank.  He  removed  in  1823  to  MoDroe,  Mlch., 
wher.'  !.r>  iImmI  Oct.  20,  lR2fi. 

JosEi'ii  HarrinQton. — Counsellor  of  Supreme 
Jndidal  Court,  1809.  He  bad  an  office  io  Roxburj, 
where  he  praetiaed  many  years. 

David  Ai.len  Simmons. — Attorney  of  Circuit 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  September,  1812.  He  waa 
born  in  Bonton,  Nov.  7,  1785,  aud  was  educated  at 


BrainCree,  Sept.  15,  1772 ;  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Cbealeiidd  Academy  in  New  Hampshire,  whither  he 
College  in  1790 ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  State  f  removed  in  hia  childhood.   He  retvmed  to  Boeton 


of  Pennsylvania,  and  returned  to  tlio  loninionweallh 
after  the  incorporation  of  the  county.    He  was  chief 


in  1 806,  and  studied  law  with  Thomas  Williams,  of 

Roxbury.    Ho  had  nn  offico  in  Bofifon.  and  wa.'«  part- 


justice  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Picas  in  181 1,  ner  with  George  Gay,  who  was  admitted  at  the  same 
Repreaentative  to  General  Coart  fiwn  Quincy  in  1805,  j  time,  for  many  years,  and  afterwarda  with  James  M. 
and  in  181 1  was  a  mcml>er  of  the  Executive  Conndl.  j  Keith  and  Harvey  Jewell.    He  always  lived  at  Box- 

He  died  March  12,  at  the  air**  of  firt  v-nine  ycnrs 

and  six  luontlis.     Mr.  Aiiani.'^  look  an  interest  in  tlio 


bury,  and  had  a  good  practice  in  Norfolk  County.  He 
wa.'^  a  man  of  remarkable  energy,  and  condnctod  his 
bar  meetings  for  «  time,  and  his  name  truqueutly    cases  with  seal  and  ability.    Ho  died  m  Roxbury, 


appears  in  theae  prooesdings. 


^  Nov.  20, 18S9,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  yean.  He 
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1i»d  wvmni  tbe  hraonury  dqgirae  of  Btelielor  of  Lam 

from  Dartmouth  College. 

J08IAH  J.  F18KE. — Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1815.    (See  history  of  VVrcDtham.) 

John  Kiiiq. — Ooanidlor  of  Supremo  Judkml 
Oooit,  1811.  Ho  liad  an  offiee  in  Bbudotph,  wbora 
he  practiced  many  years. 

Samukl  p.  Lout). — Counsellor  of  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial  Courts  1811.  He  was  boru  in  Weymouth, 
Mareh,.1783 ;  ww  graduated  at  Brown  Univonity  in 
1806;  otndtcd  law  in  tlio  oAee  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  and  b«?'jan  the  practioc  of  law  in  Dorchester. 
He  was  a  repress ntativo  fron)  D'lrclu'ster  and  >enator 
from  Norfolk  County  for  uiuuy  yearu  j  was  a  luember 
of  Um  Ezoentivo  Conm^l  in  1841  and  1842,  and 
mpnaented  the  town  in  the  Conititutional  Conven- 
tion of  1853.  He  was  for  six  year?  a  justice  of  tlu; 
Court  of  Swsions  for  the  county,  ami  from  1S28  to 
1853,  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  of  continuous 
•ofviae,  lie  wai  diainiMn  of  tbo  ooanty  oomutiMioii- 
ers.  He  died  at  Donli«itor»  Jn^  11, 1875,  al  Uio 
age  of  ninety-two  years  and  four  morrth*;. 

CuBiBTOPDER  Webb. — Counsellor  of  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1813.  He  was  graduated  at  Brown 
Univeiritj  in  1803  and  reaidod  in  W^month,  and 
waa  a  Tqwoaontadvo  to  tho  Genonl  Oonit  from  that 
town  for  many  years,  and  was  also  a  senator  from 
the  county  from  1827  to  1834.  He  was  county 
attoroej  fbr  tlio  ooanty,  and  in  1826  was  commia- 
rfooor  of  hHdtwaja.  Ho  diod  in  Baltimoro  in  Fobra- 
aiy,  1848,  aged  stxty-seven  jenn. 

ERAfHTS  Worth INOTON. — Counsellor  of  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1813.  He  was  born  in  Belcbortown, 
Mom.,  Oet  8,  1779,  and  was  gradoated  at  Wiiliaus 
Gdloge  in  1804.  Aiker  bia  graduation  be  waa  em* 
ployed  for  a  time  in  teaching,  and  then  began  the 
study  of  law.  which  he  completed  in  the  office  of 
John  Heard,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  Ho  was  first  ad- 
nitled  in  Soflblk,  but  eaine  to  Dedham  in  1809. 
Here  be  oontinned  to  praetiaa  nntil  abont  the  year 
1825,  when,  having  been  active  in  the  formation  of 
the  Norfdlk  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  he 
became  its  first  secretary,  aud  held  this  ullice  until 
1840,  when  he  rengned  it  on  aoeonnt  of  ill  health. 
He  was  Representative  from  Dcdbam  to  the  General 
Coun  in  islt  Hri(n815.  He  wrote  and  puhlished 
'  An  Essay  on  the  E<;tablishment  of  a  Chancery 
Jurisdiction  in  MatiaachuseltB,"  which  is  believed 
vpon  eompetent  authority  to  have  been  the  flnt  ar- 
gument pnUiahed  in  faror  of  an  equity  jnrisdiciion 
in  ilii^  commonwealth.  In  1827  he  wrote  and  pub- 
lished a  "  History  of  Dedliauj  from  its  Setilenieat  in 
1635  to  May,  1827.'*  He  died  June  27,  1842. 
2 


JBbinibxe  F.  Thatzr. — Connaellor  of  Snpnme 

Judicial  Court,  1813.  He  was  a  brother  of  Gideon 
L.  Thayer,  and  was  born  in  Braintree,  June  12, 1784. 
He  studied  law  with  H.  M.  Lisle,  of  Milton,  with 
Jamea  Snllivan  and  CKdeon  L.  Thayer.  In  company 
with  Samuel  K.  WilUanas,  he  practised  in  Boston 
some  six  or  eight  years,  and  afterwards  in  Brain- 
tree.  He  died  Feb.  15, 1824,  at  about  forty  jeara 
of  age. 

Thovas  Obbsnlsav,  Jb.— Connaellor  of  the 

Supreme  Judicial  Court,  1814.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Greenleaf,  of  Quincy  ;  was  trruduated  at  Har- 
vard Collfijc  in  ISIIG,  and  died  in  IS  17. 

Ctku8  Alden. — Counsellor  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court,  1816.  He  was  bom  at  Bridgewatar, 
Mass.,  and  waa  graduated  at  Brown  Univerrity  in 
1SU7,  and  studied  law  at  Litohtield,  Conn.,  and  with 
William  Baylies,  at  West  Bridgewater.  He  was  nd- 
mittcd  to  the  bar  first  at  Plymouth.  He  began  the 
pneticB  of  the  law  at  Wreniham,  where  he  remained 
for  ais  years  and  then  removed  to  Fall  Kiver,  from 
which  town  he  was  Representative  to  the  Qencral 
Court  in  1837.  lo  1819  he  published  a  work  en- 
titled, "An  Abridgement  of  Law,  with  Practical 
Forma."  He  waa  a  wortbj  man  and  had  a  good  rep- 
ntaUon  in  his  profevion.   He  died  in  1H.55. 

Samukl  J.  Gardner. — Oonnsellor  of  Supreme 
•Judicial  Court,  1814.  He  was  born  in  Brookline, 
July  9, 1788.  He  entered  Harvard  College  in  1803, 
being  die  yonngeat  member  of  hli  daaa.  He  left 
ooll^  a  few  days  before  the  close  of  his  senior  year, 
heing  engaged  with  li'w  class  in  a  rebellion.  Gardner 
was  invited  to  return  and  take  the  valedictory  part  at 
ooouneneoment,  bnt  be  deoKned.  Some  yean  after, 
he  leoflived  an  honoraiy  degvae  ftma  ike  eoQege.  He 
studied  law  with  Judge  Fay,  of  Cambridge,  and  at* 
tended  lectures  at  Philadelphia.  Ho  began  practice 
in  Koxbury  in  1810.  His  office  was  on  Boston  Neck, 
and  waa  a  well-known  landmark  for  twenty  yaira. 
He  acquired  oonMdcrable  property  in  bia  praeyee, 
and  retired  from  active  practice  after  a  time.  He  was 
active  in  publie  affair?,  bein-jr  sreretary  and  treaiturer 
of  the  Roxbury  Grammar  School,  and  manager  of 
the  Boxbniy  Benevolent  Booiety.  He  waa  a  Repre. 
scntativc  to  the  General  Court,  president  of  the  Nor- 
folk County  Temponinee  Society,  and  Deputy  Grand 
Ma«tcr  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  f  reemasoQa  io  Maaaa- 
chusettit. 

He  aubaequeatly  kwt  mueh  of  his  property,  and  in 
l^ns  he  removed  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  he  en- 

L'.i_'('d  in  literary  pursuits  ;uid  in  (lie  ediieation  of  hi* 
children,  lu  1844  he  removed  to  -New  York,  lie 
waa  for  eleven  years  editor  of  the  Xewark  Dail^  Ad- 
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verfiter.  He  was  an  acconipliahed  scholar  and  able 
writer,  and  under  his  editorial  administration  his  paper 
held  a  high  pofiition  among  the  leading  journals  of  the 
eoQDtry.   In  the  disoindoiu  preoeding  the  war  of  the 

Rebellion  he  was  a  vig;orou8  (supporter  of  the  pirty  of 

the  Union.  He  relired  from  this  post  at  the  ago  of 
f-evf-ntv-two  id  lS(il.  Ilf  died  in  the  Wbttc  Moun- 
tains, July  14,  1864,  at  the  age  uf  Sisveniy-six  years. 
Alter  bis  death  a  wleel^oD  of  hie  frritings,  writteo  for 
the  eolumns  of  his  newspaper,  appeared  under  the 
name  of  "  Autumn  Leaves,"  ;ui<i  in  these  tlie  ml  and 
humor  which  toade  bis  ooDversatiou  delightful  found 
expression. 

ABNKft  LoBlNO. — Attoraey  of  the  Snpreme  JntU- 
cial  Court,  1813«  lie  was  bom  in  Hingham,  July 
21,  17R6,  and  was  ^raduatiMl  at  Harvard  College  in 
1807.  Ho  studied  law  with  Ebenezor  Gay.  He 
began  practice  at  Dorchester,  and  was  well  read  in  hie 
pTofteuoD,  devoted  to  bneineae,  and  of  ttnexe^tion* 
able  character.  He  died,  deeply  lantented,  Jvlj  IS, 
1814,  at  the  ape  of  twenty-eijiht  ycnrs. 

TuouAS  ToLMAN. — Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
JodidBl  Court,  1820.  He  wet  bom  in  Stoughton, 
Feb.  20, 1791,  and  was  graduated  aft  Brown  Univer< 
sity  in  181L  He  practised  law  in  Canton  until  1837, 
nnd  then  removed  to  Boston  and  had  an  office  there. 
He  was  a  Kepresentative  to  the  General  Court  from 
Canton  in  1828  and  193$.  He  waa  afterwards  a 
member  of  the  JSxeentiTe  Oonndl.  He  died  in 
Boston  in  1  ??69. 

John  B.  Derby. — Counsellor-at-Law  of  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1821.  Ue  practised  law  in  Dedham 
for  some  ywn,  and  afterwardi  remoTed  to  Boston, 
where  he  died.  He  was  the  iather  of  Lieut.  Derby, 
well  known  as  a  humorous  writer  nnder  the  nam  d« 
plume  (3^  ".lolin  Phncnix." 

Lewih  Whitino  Fishkk. — Attorney  of  the  Cir- 
ontt  Oonrt  of  Common  Pleae,  September  tenn,  1819. 
He  was  bora  in  Franklin,  Dec.  29,  1792,  was  grad- 
uated at  Brown  University  in  IS'IG,  and  studied  law 
with  Jrtfiah  J.  Fiske,  at  VVrenthaiu.  He  allerwards 
op«uud  itn  office  at  Wrenthom,  where  he  lived  until 
hia  death,  April  20, 1827. 

John  W.  Ames. — Attorney  of  Supreme  Judicial 
rourt,  1820.  Ho  was  the  e!di  >t  -^(^n  of  Fisher  Ames, 
and  Wiis  born  Oct.  22,  179vi.  He  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1813,  and  studied  law  with 
Theron  Hetcalf.  He  had  an  office  in  Beaton  for  a 
ahorfe  time,  but  soon  removed  to  Dodham.  He  was 
Representnrive  to  the  General  Court,  from  Dcilliam  in 
1822,  and  was  president  of  the  Dedham  Bank  from 
June  16, 1829,  to  his  dMtb,  Oot.  31, 1833.  He  waa 
never  mairied,  bvft  ahrajs  lived  with  hia  mother.  He 


was  much  interested  tn  the  building  of  the  ooort-hooae 

in  1827. 

Abel  CnamNQ. — Counsellor  of  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  1818.   He  waa  graduated  at  Brown  Vnivww 

sity  in  1810,  studied  with  Bbeneaer  Qay,  of  Hing^ 
ham,  and  praoti.>icd  law  in  this  county  for  a  number 
of  years,  having  an  office  in  Dorcliester.  He  was 
ufiorwards  appuiutud  a  ju&tice  of  the  Juiilices'  Court 
in  Boston,  wbteh  offiee  he  held  nnt3  hb  reaignation, 
shortly  before  his  death,  in  1866.  He  was  a  Bepra* 
sentative  to  the  General  Court  fruni  Dorchester  for 
three  years,  and  also  a  Senator  from  Morlblk  County. 

Mblbtiah  Evebktt. — Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1820.  He  waa  bora  in  Wreotham, 
June  24,  1777.  He  was  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1802.  He  studied  law  with  Hon.  Laban 
Wheaton,  of  Norton,  and  began  practice  in  Foxbor- 
ough,  where  he  resided  until  about  the  year  1832, 
when  he  removed  to  Wrentham.  He  was  a  Be|ii«» 
sentative  to  the  tieneral  Court  from  Foxborough  in 
I8?il,  and  was  a  Senator  from  the  county  in  1841  and 
1842.  Ue  was  a  safe  and  prudent  ooonsellor.  He 
died  in  Wrentham  in  1856.  The  Hon.  Honoe 
Sveiett,  of  Vermont,  wss  bis  brother. 

Ezra  Weston  S.\mP80N. — He  was  probably  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  county  of  Plymouth.  He 
was  bom  in  Duxbuiy,  Dec.  1,  1797,  and  was  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  CothigB  in  1816.  He  had  an  oitee 
in  Braintree,  where  he  pmotised  law  about  (waive 
years.  Upon  the  decease  of  Judge  Ware,  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  1830  Clerk  of  the  Courts  for  the  county, 
and  held  the  office  until  January,  1S67.  During  the 
last  ytwr  of  hia  life  he  wss  noaUe  to  perfoim  the 
duties  of  his  office  by  reason  of  illness.  He  died  in 
Dedham,  Jan.  1ft,  1867,  aft  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years. 

Wakrkn  LovKKiNU. — Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
Jndidal  Court,  October  term,  1825.  He  was  grad- 
u:it>  d  :it  Brown  Uuivunity  in  1817.  He  had  an 
office  in  Mcdwuy  flir  many  years,  and  at  one  time  had 
an  extensive  praetifo.  He  was  a  Kejtresentative  to 
the  Geuenil  Court  irum  Mcdway  lu  1827  and  1828. 
He  held  several  important  offices,  and  was  a  promi* 
neut  member  of  the  Whig  party.  Tlie  last  yeans  of 
his  life  were  iqwnt  in  poverty  and  obaourity.  He  died 
in  187G. 

Jonathan  Parker  Bishop  was  burn  in  K.il- 
lingly,  Coon.,  April  10,  1792.   He  was  the  son  of 

Jonathan  Parker  Bishop,  a  wcll-known  physician^ 
and  Hannah  (Torrcy)  Bishop.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Medfield  about  the  year  1S18, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  another  county, 
and  was  prominently  identifled  with  the  sffiuis  of  the 
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lowD  dnring  liw  life.   He  repraented  the  town  in 

the  Legislatare  in  IS4S  and  1R51,  and  WU  Mtively 
it)ter»»«tf^d  in  the  election  of  Charles  Sumner  to  the 
UuiUiii  SUL6S  Seuate,  wbich  first  took  place  io  the 
laller  jew.  He  was  largely  iDstmnieDtal  in  the  baild* 
ing  of  the  Charles  Rifer  Bailfoed,  vhieh  wee  opened 
throogh  the  towa  in  1861.    He  died  Jul;  10,  1865. 

Aaron  Prescott. — Attorney  of  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Ck>art,  1820.  lie  was  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  itt  1814.  He  praettsed  kw  for  numy  yean 
ID  the  oonnty,  and  had  an  office  in  Randolph.  He 
died  in  1851. 

Jo?fATHAN  H.  Cobb. — Counsellor  of  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1824.  He  was  born  in  Sharon, 
July  8,  1799,  and  was  graduated  at  Hamrd  College 
in  1817.  He  began  the  atndj  <^  taw  in  the  office 
of  William  IXnobar,  of  Canton,  where  he  remained 
until  Oct.  9.  1818,  when  he  went  to  Charleston, 
S.  C,  and  opened  a  classical  ocbool.  In  1819  he 
reCnmed  to  Maaaaohneelti,  and  eompletad  his  legal 
studies  in  the  office  of  Jabes  Ofaiefcering,  of  Dedtum. 
H*-  wa5  editor  of  the  VtJJa'j''  Tiff/htir,  in  Dcdham, 
and  had  an  iiffioe  in  Boston.  In  IS.'Hl  he  was  active 
in  the  formation  of  the  Dedham  Institution  for  Sav- 
Ingp^  of  whioh  he  was  the  first  tieaaaier.  In  1831 
the  Logislaturo  i«|aeBted  the  GoTemor  to  procure 
the  cnni{>ilation  of  a  manunl  on  the  mulborry-trce 
and  the  manufacture  of  nilk,  winch  was  prepared  by- 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  which  several  editions  were  pubUshed, 
and  afkerwarde  repnbliahed  by  order  of  Congreaa. 
In  1837  he  established  a  inaonlbetory  of  sewin<^'-.si]k 
in  Dedham,  of  which  he  was  superinteudent  and 
principal  proprietor,  but  which  was  burned  in  1845. 
In  1833  he -was  appomted  regbter  of  probate  for 
Nofftik  Onm^,  whioh  office  he  held  nntil  1879. 
He  was  for  thirty  consecutive  years  the  town  clerk 
of  Dedham,  declining  re-election  in  1875.  He  was 
deacon  of  tlie  First  Church  for  mure  than  forty 
years,  and  for  the  aame  period  an  active  magistrate  of 
the  eonnty.   He  died  March  12, 1682. 

Qrobqe  C.  Wn<DE. — Attorney  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  October  term.  1826.  He  wns  the 
son  of  the  Hod.  Samuel  S.  Wilde,  a  justice  of  the 
Snprane  Jndidal  Conrt  Bis  ptofeaaional  life  was 
a  brief  one,  bnt  1m  pncttted  law  in  Wrentham  nntil 
about  the  year  1835,  when  he  wa.s  ap|>riinted  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  j 
an  office  which  be  held  for  about  forty  years. 

Luk  Olkvsland.— Attorney  of  the  Court  of  | 
Coninon  Pleaa,  Deo.  f,  1827. 

Horace  Mann. — Attorney  of  Court  of  Common  [ 
Pk'a.«i,  1836;  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  18'i7.  He 
wa3  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Mann,  and  was  i 


I  bora  in  Fnmklin,  May  4, 1796.   He  waa  graduated 

at  Brown  University  in  1819.    He  entered  the  office 
:  of  Ja?iah  J.  Fiske.  at  Wrentham,  but  soon  after 
became  a  tutor  at  Brown  University  for  two  years. 
I  He  then  studied  a  year  in  the  law<8chool  at 
I  Idtehlleld,  Conn.,  and  oong'pleted  his  studies  with 
,  James  Richardson,  at  Dedham.     He  opened  an 
'  office  ill  Dedham,  beini;  the  same  lately  occupied 
by  Jabcz  Chickehng,  on  the  corner  of  Court  and 
(Anreh  Streeta.   He  waa  a  Re^caentalite  to  Ae 
Qeneral  Court  from  Dedham  for  ftnr  yean,  1827- 
,  31.    In  1833  he  removed  to  Boston,  and  entered 
into  a  partnership  with  Edward  G.  Loring.    He  was 
a  member  of  the  Senate  from  Suffolk  four  years,  and 
in  1837  was  president  of  that  body.    He  was  ohair- 
man  of  tiie  eommittee  for  the  reriaion  of  the  atatntee 
of  1836,  and  prepared  the  marginal  notes  and  cita- 
!  tions  of  cases,  as  editor  with  Theron  .Metcalf.  He 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Jelducation 
upon  ita  oiganiiatioo,  June  29, 1837.  Of  the  great 
distinction  and  infiuenee  to  which  he  attained  in  this 
'  office  it  is  unueeef-^ary  to  speak  in  this  notice,  or  of 
I  his  career  a.s  a  member  of  Congress  from  1848-52, 

I'  which  though  brief  whs  memorable.    He  died  while 
president  of  Aotiodi  College,  Ohio,  Aug.  2, 1859. 

The  brief  period  of  practice  in  his  profhSBion  at 
De<lham  is  naturally  overlooked  by  rea.«ion  of  his 
having  becnmc  so  widely  known  as  an  educator  and 
philanthropitit,  yet  he  was  remembered  by  his  con- 
I  temporariea  who  knew  him  as  a  lawyer  ss  a  man  of 
I  brilliant  parta,  and  was  a  successful  advooato.  He 
wa.s  fotid  of  confrover^y,  and  wieMed  nn  extremely 
I  cauiitic  pen.    He  had  many  admirers  in  Norfolk 
County,  and  years  after  his  removal  from  Dcdbam, 
when  he  waa  an  independent  oandidate  for  Congren, 
the  popuUrity  and  influence  gained  while  at  the  bar, 
aided  materially  in  his  election. 

JoUN  Jones  Clarke. — Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
Jndieial  Court,  Nov.  5,  1830.  He  was  bora  Feb. 
24, 1803;  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Pitt  Clarke  (H.  C. 
1790),  of  Norton,  Mass.,  and  R«'becca  (Jonea) 
Clarke,  of  Hopkintoii.  He  wa.s  at  school  nt  the  Nor- 
ton Academy,  and  was  titled  for  college  partly  at  the 
Frammgham  and  Aodorer  Academies  and  partly  by 
his  father,  who  was,  fbr  his  time,  a  distbgnished 
scholar  and  teacher. 

He  entered  Harvard  College  in  1811>,  with  a  class 
in  which,  at  the  end  of  the  course  of  four  years,  a 
famous  rebellion  ooenrred,  on  aceonnt  of  whioh  a 
laige  majority  of  the  elam  were  rdloaed  their  degrees, 
and  it  was  not  until  1841  that  Mr.  Clarke  received 
from  the  cnllege  the  decrees  of  A.B.  and  A.M. 
Upon  leaving  college,  Mr.  Clarke  pursued  the 
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Itttcly  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Laban  Wheaton, 
of  Norton,  for  a  year  ;  ho  then  entered  the  office  of 
James  Richardson,  Esq.,  at  Uedbam,  where  he  re- 
mitted two  years ;  he  WM  Umq,  in  1826,  admitted  to  ; 
tlie  bar  of  die  Cowt  of  ConmiMi  Pleaa,  and  after*  ' 
wards,  in  1830,  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  182*1  Mr,  Clarke  commenced  the  practice  of 
law  in  Koxbur^,  where  he  has  ever  since  rc&idcd, 
hariog  an  office  on  Washington  Street,  nearly  oppo- 
die  Boatis.  Here  his  business  gradually  increased, 
and  in  1830  he  married  Miss  RolK  oca  (^ordis  Haa- 
well,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Robert  Ilxsweii,  formerly  j 
in  the  navy,  and  afterwards  in  the  mercantile  service, 
and  atep^vghter  of  John  Lemiat,  Esq.,  a  prominent 
eitinen  of  Bozbury,  a  uniuii  whiidi  has  been  emi- 
nently happy,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  which  was 
celebrated  by  a  lar;;e  circle  of  their  friends  in  1880. 

Mr.  Clarke  early  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
bar  of  Norfolk  Gonnty,  and  he  was  fireqnently  re-  I 
tained  in  important  eaaei  in  Plymouth  and  Brietol 

Counties. 

On  the  aoceptauce  iu  1848  of  a  seat  on  the  bench 
by  Hoo.  George  T.  Bigelow,  Mr.  Clarke  formed  a  [ 
pertnenhip  with  his  brother,  Hr.  Manlina  8.  Clarke,  | 
who  had  to  that  time  been  Judge  Bigelow's  partner. 
The  principal  office  of  the  firm  wns  in  Boston,  but 
Mr.  Clarke  retained  his  office  in  Boxbory  for  some 
years  afler  this,  and  oontinned  to  attend  to  hnainaia 
in  Notfiilk  Oottoty,  in  addition  to  attending  to  n  por- 
tion of  the  large  business  of  the  firm  of  J,  J.  St  M* 
S.  Clarke  in  Suffolk  County  and  elsewhere. 

This  partnership  was  ended  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
H.  S.  Claike  in  and  for  a  nontba  Mr 
£liu  Nenrin  was  aaaoeialed  with  Hr.  daike^  and 
aided  in  winding  up  the  unfinished  bosioesa  of  the 
old  firm.  In  April,  !''54,  he  took  n.**  a  partner  Mr. 
Lemuel  Shaw,  Jr.,  who  liad  been  a  student  in  bis 
offioe.  Thia  partnenhip  oontinned  nntil  1863,  when 
in  eouaeqnenoe  of  the  inereaaing  personal  reaponsi* 
bilities  of  both  partners  it  was  diwiolved,  and  from 
the  sntne  cHUfie  Mr.  Clark  gradaally  witlidrew  from 
active  practice. 

Mr.  Claffke  early  joined  the  Firat  Church  in  Box- 
bury,  and  has  been  an  aotive  and  useful  member  of  | 
that  church  and  eonatregration. 

He  WB«  a  nieinher  nf  the  House  of  Represenfativen 
for  Roxbury  in  183G  and  1837,  and  of  the  ^Senate  , 
for  Norfolk  Coanty  in  1853,  and  when  Boxbniy  was  ; 
incorporated  in  1 840  he  was  chost-n  ito*  first  mayor, 
and  rendered  efficient  service  in  or;;anizing  the  new 
city  •lovcrumcnt,  but  declined  to  bold  the  office  for 
more  than  one  year.  I 

Mr.  Clarke  waa  al  ooe'time  pieddent  of  the  Win-  j 


throp  Bank  of  Roxbury,  was  one  of  the  foundeix 
and  the  first  president  of  the  Roxbury  Gas  Company, 
and  in  the  early  history  of  the  Metropolitan  Kaiiroad 
was  one  of  its  diraetots,  and  in  every  lelation  in  Kfe 
has  always  commanded  the  taspeet  and  oonfidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  in  early  life  a  sealous  member  of 
the  Whig  party,  but  since  the  dissolution  of  that 
party  he  has  not  taken  an  aotive  part  in  politica, 
though  always  doing  his  duty  as  a  good  citizen  in 
voting  at  every  election.  He  has  always  taken  a 
great  interest  in  the  fiuppression  of  intomperanco,  and 
has  for  many  years  been  a  total  abstainer  from  uU 
intoxieating  agents. 

Mr.  Clarke  continues  to  occupy  an  office  at  27 
State  Street,  Boston,  where  h<'  has  been  in  practice 
since  IRIS,  l)ut  of  late  years  hi.s  time  ha.s  been  de- 
voted principally  to  the  care  uf  estates  of  which  he  is 
tmstee. 

John  Mark  Gourgas. — Attorney  of  tbeSuprettM 
Judicial  Court,  November  term,  1830.  He  was  prad- 
uated  at  Harvard  College  iu  1824.  He  practi^d  law 
in  thia  county  during  his  life,  having  an  offioe  in 
Qniney.  He  died  in  1862,  and  was  never  marned. 
He  waa  a  uardnl  and  neenvato  lawyer. 

NatHamei.  Foster  Sakpord  was  born  in  Salem 
in  1815,  and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  CollcL'e  io 
1836.  He  studied  law  with  Asahel  HuDtiugtuu,  of 
Salem,  where  be  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Be  b«^ 
praetioe  io  Dorobestar  in  1839,  where  be  aeted  as 
magistrate,  and  also  as  a  master  in  chancery  in  the 
period  of  jurisdiction  under  the  insolvent  laws.  He 
wss  BspVBSsntettve  to  the  Qenerat  Cbuit  ftnm  Dor^ 
ehflster  in  1850  and  1861.  In  1863  he  wns  nomi* 
nated  by  the  Whig  party  to  anoosed  Sammd  P.  Londe, 
who  hnd  declined  further  service  as  county  commis- 
sioner, but  there  having  been  no  choice  by  the  people 
after  two  trials,  lie  waa  appointed  by  Govnmeir  difilNd 
to  fill  the  vaean«|y.  He  was  elected  ehairman  of  the 
board,  a  position  which  he  continued  to  fill  by  sucoes- 
sive  rc-electious  until  Jan.  1,  1868.  He  was  again 
elected  county  commissioner  in  1872,  and  from  Jan. 
1,  1873,  to  Januaij,  1879,  be  was  ehairman  of  tiho 
board.  He  now  leaidas  in  Milton,  but  hu  an  office 
in  Bo-ton. 

WiLLiA.M  S.  MnitTox  practised  law  at  Quincy  for 
many  years,  but  he  was  not  admitted  iu  this  county. 
He  was  gradoated  at  Harvard  College  in  1831,  and 
died  at  Qnlnoy  ih  1871.   He  was  a  trbl  justice  for 

some  yean*. 

i\.\AMAN  L.  Whitk. — lie  wn>  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  iu  1835.  He  has  bad  un  office  in  Brain- 
trse  for  many  years,  where  he  now  retddss.  He  wan 
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•dnitled  to  the  bar  ebewheve,  end  is  not  now  in 
«aUT»  pCMtioe. 

FiSBKR  A.  KiNOsBiTRY  was  ft  Dative  of  Norfolk 
Coonty,  and  practised  maoj  years  at  Weymouth.  He 
di«d  many  years  ago.  He  acted  as  magistrate  io  Wey> 
month.  He  mm  ednitted  le  eoiimellor  ofthe  Supreaie 
Jedicial  Court  in  1881. 

Asaph  Churchilt.j.Tr. — Attorney  and  counsellor, 
Septamber  term,  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  1834.  He 
WM  bem  in  Miltoo,  April  20, 1814.  He  grad- 
tuted  at  Herrard  College  in  1831 ;  etndied  lew  wkb 
his  father  at  Milton,  and  in  the  Har^  r  I  I.uw-Schoot. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  had  an  office  at  the  Lower  Mills,  in 
BoKcbester,  and  Milton  nntO  1857,  when  be  took  en 
ofiee  in  Boston,  wbere  bo  bee  liooe  continued  to  prae* 
tise,  having  bad  for  bis  partner,  from  1857  to  1870, 
£dward  L.  Pierce,  and  since  that  time  his  son,  Joseph 
R.  Churchill.  He  was  a  Senator  from  Norfolk  County 
in  1867;  wnendifootorendpNaidentof  iheBorabeiter 
end  Milton  Bank,  afUrwardn  the  Bine  HiH  Bank,  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  Dorchester  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
He  has  resided  in  Dorcbefrter,  and  has  had  a  large 
pnetioe,  to  whieb  et  thin  deie  (1883)  he  ii  ftiliy 
devoted. 

Abseu  L.  CtTSHixa. — He  was  boru  lu  Dorchester, 
and  was  the  mxt  of  Abel  Cushiug.  He  was  <:ruduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1838.  He  edited  the  Boston 
ApnUw  a  few  yean,  nnd  ntudied  law  with  his  &ther. 
Be  began  practice  in  Boston,  and  enbeeqnently  re- 
mored  to  Randolph,  where  ho  had  an  extensive  prnc- 
tice  io  this  county  for  many  years.  In  18G3  be 
lenoTed  to  New  York,  where  he  ta  now  engaged  in 
the  pnetiee  of  law. 

S.\  M  r  K  I,  W  A  B  N  KR . — ^A ttomey  and  counsellor,  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  September  term,  1S41.  He  was 
bom  in  Providence,  H.  I.,  and  wa.s  fitted  for  college 
tt  Day's  Academy,  in  Wrentham.  He  was  gradu- 
ated at  Brown  Univeaity  in  1888.  Ho  began  prao* 
tioe  in  Wreothan,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside 
and  practise  law  ever  sinr-  TIr  wn^^  R-^presentative 
to  the  General  Court  from  Wrentham  in  1843, 184B, 
and  1882.  He  was  Senator  from  the  county  in  1851, 
ted  a  nember  of  the  Conatitotiooal  Convention  in 
185:i  He  waa  land  agent  of  the  commonwealth 
from  1851  to  1884,  and  baa  been  a  trial  jnstiee  ainee 
1858. 

Kuii  WOBTHIHQTON. — Attorney  and  counsellor, 
Saptember  tenn,  Cont  of  Oonmon  Fleas,  1842. 
He  was  born  in  Dedban,  Feb.  II,  1816,  and  was 

the  §on  of  Erafttns  Worthinjrton.  He  was  fitted  for 
coll^  at  Day's  Academy,  in  Wrentham,  and  entered 


I  Brown  UniTenity,  bnt  did  not  oomplete  bis  eeOege 

I  course.  He  studied  law  in  tbe  Dane  Law-School  at 
Canihricl'_*c.  and  in  the  office  of  Eara  Wilkinson  at 
Dedham.  He  had  an  office  in  Dedham  for  a  short 
time  after  bia  admtasion  to  the  bar.  He  afterwaids 
removed  to  Fort  Wayne,  lod.,  and  tbenoe  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  where  he  continued  to  practise  law. 
He  was  aftcrw.nrds  the  ircneral  ajrent  of  the  ^95tna 
Insurance  Company  of  Hartford  at  Springfield,  111., 
and  was  snbieqiiently  tbe  VMft>pneideat  of  the  Ptii- 
nam  Inanranoa  Oompany  of  Hartford.  He  died  in 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  28,  1871. 

John  Kino. — Attorney  and  counsellor,  April  term, 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  1843.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  IKng,  of  Bandolph,  and  waa  gmdnated  et  Har- 
vard OoUcge  In  1839,  and  atndied  law  with  Ena 
Wilkinson.  He  had  an  office  in  Dedham  for  a  time, 
but  bo  afterwards  removed  to  the  Weat,  and  now 
resides  in  Iowa. 

HoH.  William  OAatoit.— .The  aabjeot  of  this 
sketeb  tiaoss  his  anosatry  to  a  fhniUy  of  Fhuioe  who 
were  sealous  adherents  ofthe  Hnguenot  cause.  The 
direct  ancestor  of  his  branch  of  the  family,  driven 
from  his  native  land,  sought  refuge  in  SooUand,  from 
whidi  place,  between  the  years  1662  and  1668,  his ' 
sonS)  being  in  great  peril  because  of  their  firm  ad- 
herence to  the  Pnjtealant  fidth,  fled  to  the  north  of 
Ireland  for  safety. 

Tbe  forefather  of  Governor  Qastoo,  with  a  younger 
brother,  arrived  in  this  eonntry  abont  1730.  He 
located  io  Connsotienti  where  his  family  remained 
for  more  than  a  century.  Not  only  has  Governor 
n-i^tiMi  honored  the  family  name  and  connected  his 
name  inseparably  with  the  history  of  the  old  com- 
nonweelth,  bnt  North  Cnmlina  es  wdl  daisoa  ainoog 
her  distinguished  oitiaens  one  of  the  same  name  and 
family,  William  Gaston,  an  eminent  jurist  and  staftes* 
man,  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

Qovernor  William  Qaston,  son  of  Alexander  and 
Kesiab  AmoM  Gaston,  wss  bom  in  Killin^y,  Conn., 
Oct.  3,  1820.  His  father  was  a  well-known  mer* 
chnnt  of  Connecticut,  and  a  man  of  sterling  integrity 
and  strong  force  of  character.  Tbe  family  removed 
from  Killinglcy  to  Boston  in  1838.  Mr.  Gaston  was 
prepared  for  eollege  at  Brooklyn  and  Plainfield  Aead- 
emicfs,  and  at  tbe  early  a;„'e  of  fifteen  entered  Brown 
University,  where  he  maintained  a  bi^b  rank  io  his 
class  and  was  graduated  with  honor  in  1840.  Hav- 
ing decided  upon  tbe  legal  profession  as  a  lifbetudy, 
b«  entered  tbe  offiee  of  Judge  HilKard,  of  Boacbory, 
where  he  remained  for  a  time,  and  oontinaed  his  legal 
studies  with  C,  P.  and  B.  R  Curtis,  of  Boston,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in 
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1644.   In  1846  be  oiwned  a  law-office  in  Rozlmiy, 

and  very  sonn  took  n  leading  position  at  the  bar.  Ha 
coDtinued  his  pnivlice  here  with  marked  bucc<^  uutil 
1865,  wheu,  in  companj  with  Hawley  Jewell  and 
Wan>ridlge  A.  Fidd,  he  formed  a  eopartnenhip  in  j 
Boston,  under  the  firm-namo  of  Jewell.  Gi«ton  &  , 
Field,  which  continued  until  Mr.  (Ja'-tdn  H  elevation 
to  the  gabernatorial  chair  of  Massachusetts  in  1874.  ' 

OoTeroor  Gaetoo  b  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and, 
although  not  an  aotiva  poIitieiaD,  he  has  had  many  I 
poeitiotis  of  traai  and  respoiMib9i^  virtunHy  thrust 
upon  him.  nnd  his  mrecr  in  many  respects  has  be<  n 
ttS  remarkable  as  it  was  brilliant.    Id  1853  and  1854 
he  m»  deoied  to  the  Honae  of  Repreeentativea  ae  a  | 
Whig»  and  in  1856  was  re-elected  by  a  ftuioo  of  | 
Whigs  and  Democrats  against  the  Know-Nothing  | 
candidate.    He  was  eleett-J  to  the  Senate  in  1868, 
altboagh  bis  district  was  turougly  KepublioaD.  He 
WM  alao  <br  a  hmg  time  city  solicitor  of  Bozbnry, 
and  mayor  of  Boxbuiy,  1861-62.  In  1870  he  was 
his  party's  candidate  for  Congress,  but  was  defeated. 
In  1870,  after  the  annexation  of  Rnxbury  to  Bo.ston, 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city,  and  re-elected  in  ; 
1871.  In  thie  year  a  spirited  eooteet  enatied  for  the  j 
mayoralty,  Mr.  Qaston  bebg  the  Demoentie  eandidate  | 
and  Hon.  TTcnry  L.  Pierce  the  nominee  of  the  Re-  | 
publicans.    At  first  it  was  nnnounced  that  Mr.  Gas- 
ton waa  elected,  but  upon  a  recount  of  votes  Mr. 
Pieioe  was  declared  mayor  by  a  plurality  of  aefcoty- 
nine  votes.    Mr.  Gaston's  popularity  and  atrength 
waa  aignificantly  shown  in  ihh  contest,  for  only  one  | 
month  previously  Gen.  (Jrant  liad   carried  the  city  ! 
by  live  thou.saud  live  hundred  majority. 

Id  tbo  fttll  of  1874  Mr.  Gaaton  reeoetved  the  oom- 
ioationlbr  Governor,  and  •  ntcn?*!  the  canvass  in  op- 
position to  Hon.  Thomas  Talixvt,  at  that  time  acting  i 
Governor  of  the  commnnwcaltli,  and  one  of  the  j 
strongest  men  in  the  Kepublicam  party.    The  result 
aatonbhed  and  eleetrifled  the  countty.   Mr.  Gaaton 
was  elected  by  seven  thousand  plurality.    Ho  entered 
upon  hi.<  hiirh  office  with  a  deforniinatiun  tu  di^chariro 
its  duties  solely  for  the  beuetit  i>i'  the  comuiuuwealth 
as  a  whole,  and  nobly  was  tbb  duty  performed.    He  , 
brought  to  the  gnberaatorial  chair  not  only  a  superior 
legal  mind,  but  that  exi'cutivf  aliility  which  a  6UC0Cfla> 
ful  adinini.'^traiinij  lA'  the  office  demands.    Not  a  bittor  ' 
partisan,  ho  was  guided  by  a  conservative  policy 
whiob  was  commended  alike  by  both  partiee.  He 
declined  the  nomination  for  Qovemor  in  1876,  a)> 
thongh  a  large  majority  of  the  convention  waa  in  his  | 
favor,  and  he  also  declined  in  tlie  same  year  the  OOD-  | 
greesional  uooiinatiun  from  the  Fourth  District. .  i 

In  1875  he  received  the  degree  of  LLD.  from  I 


Harvard,  and  also  from  his  Alma  Mater,  Brown  Uoi« 
versity.  Tu  1852  he  united  in  Hiarriafre  with  I,nui«ia 
A.,  daughter  of  Laban  S.  Bcecher.  of  Knxbury. 
Scholarly,  with  social  aiLtiiomeuts  of  a  high  charac- 
ter, and  a  legal  mind  that  has  placed  him  among  the 
leaders  of  the  Suffolk  bar,  he  is  justly  esteemed  an 
one  of  Boston's  mo.Ht  honored  citizen?. 

Samuel  Bradley  Noyks,  eldest  sou  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Morrill)  Noyca,  waa  bom  in  Dedham, 
April  9,  1817.  On  his  ftther^a  aide  he  is  of  the 
Noyes  family  of  Choulderton,  Wiltshire,  En£:land,  and 
his  nncestor,  Nicholas  Noyes,  with  his  brother,  .JamcH, 
a  clergyman,  came  to  New  £uglaud  in  1634,  to  New- 
bury in  163fi,  five  years  after  Winthrop'a  settlement 
of  Beaton.  On  hia  mother's  side  bb  grandfather, 
Eliakim  Morrill,  was  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of 
Dedham,  and  his  great-grandfather,  the  Kev.  Isaac 
Morrill  {ii.  U.  1737),  was  a  solemn  Puritan  divine, 
who  died  (1793)  in  office  as  pastor  at  Wilmbgton. 
It  wilt  thus  be  perenved  that  Mr.  Noyes  is  of  a  very 
old  New  England  stock,  and  of  that  Puritan  clerical 
f<frain  which  Dr.  Holmes  so  felicitously  calls  "  the 
Brahmin  caste"  in  society.  Mr.  Noyee  himself  has 
always  been  intereeted  in  dinreh  and  paraohial  affidis, 
and  faaa  eiqoyod  a  wide  anqnaintanea  with  the  etrngy 
of  his  faith.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and  for 
one  year  a  private  school  in  Dedbam  under  the  tuition 
of  Hon.  Francis  W.  Bird  (B.  U.  1832).  He  entered 
Phillips  Academy,  Aadover,  in  1836,  and  remained 
there  rill  the  summer  of  1840,  when  he  lefl  to  join 
hi.s  class  at  Cambridge  (II.  U.  IS  14  i.  Of  his  student 
life  at  I'hillips  Acadeniy  Mr.  Noyes  ha.s  always  re- 
tained a  mu«t  tender  regard ;  and  in  1B75  the  i'liii 
omathean  Somety  in  tbo  aeademy ,  in  whidi  Mr.  Noyes 
played  a  prominent. part  during  his  student  daya  M 
Andover,  held  its  semi-centennial  anniversary  and  he 
was  chosen  the  orator  of  the  day,  his  address  being 
subsequently  printed,  together  with  the  other  literary 
eoEoreiBea  of  the  day,  in  an  iltustmted  pamphlet  of 
permanent  interest  and  value.  On  leaving:  colics  he 
studied  law  with  th^'  Hon.  Isaae  Davi.s,  of  Worre!«ter 
(B.  U.  1822),  afterwards  with  lion.  Esra  Wilkinson, 
uf  Dedham  (B.  U.  1824),  and  Hon.  lillis  Ames,  of 
Cknton  (B.  U.  1830).  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Norfolk  County  bar,  April,  1847,  and  began  practice 
in  lii-  adopt i^d  tnwn  of  Canton,  where  he  hai  resided 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  which  he 
spent  in  Florida.  He  married,  in  Januaiy,  1860, 
Miss  Geoixiana,  daughter  of  James  and  Abigml 
(Gookin)  Beaumont.  Her  father  came  to  New 
England  fmm  Derby,  Endand,  in  1800,  and  bujlf 
the  first  mill  erected  for  the  manufaoture  of  cotton 
by  maohhieiy  in  Manaohusetts  Id  1802.  Her  mother 
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mu  the  daughter  of  Edmand  Qookin,  a  lineal  de- 
•ceniiant  from  Daniel  Gonkio,  vth>>  in  1650  wns 
magistrnte  of  all  the  ludiatis  iu  Masi^acliusett^,  and 
wfao  aocouipauied  the  Apoetle  John  Eliot  in  hia  vi^ita 
to  thfl  Tuiona  tiibei,  and  whtm  bistorj  of  the  Indi«oi 
it  paUiBhed  in  the  ooUeotioiis  of  the  HaMeehiuettfl 
Hi<itoncn^  Bocietj,  They  have  four  ehiUien  witA  two 
grandchiidreD. 

Hii  pablie  offiees  have  been  joetioe  of  the  peace 
(1819),  trial  jutiee  (1850),  flominianoiMr  of  inaol- 
Tency  (1853),  special  county  ouminiesioner  for  Nor- 
folk County  (1866),  trial  iu.-^iic-  afrain  f  lSTil  ').  From 
1849  to  1871  he  was  a  uitiuiber  of  the  school  com- 
mittee of  CaotoD,  superiDtendnii  of  publie  adioda, 
1867-68, 1861-64, 1867-71,  and  he  haa  alwa^  been 
an  ioterested  vorker  in  the  causo  of  popular  edncatioD 
even  Iwyand  the  borders  of  his  own  town. 

In  1664  he  was  appointed  by  Hon.  William  Pitt 
FeMeodeik,  Seentaij  of  the  United  Sutea  Ibeaawy 
DeparUnent,  a  apedal  agent  of  the  doportmeii^  and 
acting  collector  of  customs  at  Feroandina,  Florida.  In 
this  pi-i?t,  on  tlti-  frontiers  of  a  rebellion  not  then  sub- 
dued, he  hud  a  Tuie  chance  to  study  thu  undercurrents 
of  the  great  war  among  the  Southern  people,  and  hia 
ptivate  journal  would  00  doabt  abow  qwdnt  and  rag* 
gcstive  incidents  of  the  popular  tamper  and  conduct 
in  Florida  and  Southern  Gcni^ia  at  that  excitirtp  time. 
AA«r  two  years'  serTtoo  hero  he  returned  North,  leav- 
ing behind  him  many  warm  frienda,  whoae  memory 
he  cheriehes  as  among  the  moat  Valued  treasures  of 
his  bosy  life.  On  his  return  to  Majij^^ichustitts,  in 
May,  1867,  he  was  appointed  by  Hon.  JSaluiun  P. 
Chase,  chief  ju»tice  of  the  Supreme  Cuurt  uf  the 
Vutad  Staten,  a  regiater  in  baakraptey  fbr  the  Seoood 
Congressional  District  in  Mx^^sachoaettfl,  an  oSce 
which  he  still  holds,  altliougii  tlic  acts  of  Cougresa  of 
1878  BO  far  modified  its  dutt<^  that  3Ir.  Noyes  has 
liad  leisure  to  return  to  some  extent  to  the  practice  of 
hia  frnrite  profearion  of  the  hw.  Aa  a  lawyer  Mr. 
Neyes  haa  naturally  Iweo  interested  in  politics, — State 
and  national, — giving  much  tinu'  and  attention  to 
(lUflitions  of  public  policy  and  administration,  and 
I  its  oi^niuttoo  has  been  a  oonsistent  and  useful 
of  the  Bepahfiean  party. 
In  poUtfam  results  are  generally  reoehed  through 
carefully-armngfd  and  judiciou-sly  oxecut^d  details, 
ptojeded  and  planaed  away  from  public  observation 
and  in  a  wine  n^natment  «f  maana  to  rada,  io  tbe 
abaenea  of  whieh  potitieal  moTementa  are  like  the 
moves  in  a  game  of  chance.  As  an  adviser  as  to  what 
to  do  and  how  to  do  it,  and  a  worki-r  in  tbe  oxi^cution 
of  well-laid  plans,  be  has  lent  a  ready  and  serviceable 
hand  to  party  movnmfloti  and  party 


Mr.  Noyes  has  alwayi  maintained  an  exteoalve 

iiequaintanee  with  political  lenders,  licnce  hh  influ- 
ence has  been  much  sought  and  not  withheld  when 
it  could  be  used  in  tbe  furtherance  of  justice  or  tbe 
promotion  of  the  ri|^t«  eto.,  in  hel^ng  to  diape 
party  action  aod  Illation,  ao  to  aeooie  them  d«^ 
able  ends. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Noy&s  is  known  to  be  a  man  of 
taate  and  culture,  a  reliable  friend,  aod  never  more 
ao  than  when  friendahip  ie  needed,  a  genial  eom- 
panion  and  an  accomplished  entertainer  in  private 
hospitalities.  The  classics  of  his  wohno]  and  i(illege 
life  have  been  to  him  life-long  oompauions  and  frieuda. 
He  haa  from  hia  yonth  devoted  htmaalf  to  moaiewith 
an  abaorhing  enthnataam.  WhOe  in  eoilage  he  waa 
leader  of  the  ooUage  ehob  and  of  the  Harvard  Glee 
Club. 

It  is  quite  safe  to  assume,  that  bad  be  given  biut* 
aalf  to  the  atudy  and  pnetioo  of  tho  Una  art  of 
muaie  an  the  leading  okjeot  of  hia  lile»  the  natnral 

qualities  of  his  voice,  so  finely  attuned.  combinfMl 
with  a  power  of  passionate  musical  expression.  b<<tn 
of  genius,  would  have  given  him  distioguisbed  rank 
among  die  great  tenon  of  the  age.  Aa  an  nmap 
tear  he  has  been  alwaya  Imard  with  favor  at  tho 
musical  festivals,  parish  cburchcfl,  and  society  meet- 
ings in  tho  county,  and  wlicnever  he  consents  to  t.ike 
tbe  baton"  and  aasume  the  conductor's  role,  as  he 
dooa  aometimea  in  the  old  "  Stovghton  Hnaioal  So- 
ciety," he  diaoovers  the  ability  to  impraw  large  bodies 
of  performers  with  his  own  eatiui^aBro,  and  to  lead 
them  to  fine  inusii  al  results. 

lie  has  also  been  a  very  industrious  writer  for  tbe 
public  prma,  and  hia  hiatorieal  and  local  eaaaya  have 
oflen  a  picturesqueneas  and  vivacity  which  arc  charm- 
inir.  Fie  is  fond  of  ancient  lore,  and  of  gath- 
ering and  reading  out-ol-the-way  lit4>rature  of  the 
personal  and  archaic  kind,  from  which  be  gatheta 
lara  aayioga  and  inoidenta  to  adorn  hia  eontiibatioafl 
to  the  press.  His  special  ta5t«  is  towards  the  old 
Kn^ili.-h  writon-i  df  the  a^ic  of  Addition  and  of  .Tolui- 
son,  while  his  knowledge  of  Shakespeare,  and  of  the 
fiunous  aotoii  who  have  refceaented  him  fat  the  laat 
forty  yeara  on  the  American  ata|^,  ia  eztenaive.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  New  England  Historic  and 

I  Genealogical  Society,  of  the  Now  England  Agricul- 
tural Society,  of  tbe  .Mussachusoite  Prese  Aasocia- 

,  tion,  of  the  Banker  Hill  M omunent  AaM>datiott,  and 
of  the  Stonghtim  Mnaieal  Sodety,  of  whieh  latter  he 
is  a  member  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  for 

I  the  centennial  celebration  of  ita  nnniverxary  in  188<>. 

1     Socially,  Mr.  Noyes  is  a  bale  and  hearty  friend, 

'  with  nothing  uegutive  in  hia  make-up,  but  ahonnding 
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in  positive  poioU  of  n  wnrm  and  fitrnnjr  personality. 
Of  Puritan  stock,  he  has  not  a  hh&de  of  Puritan 
austerity,  but  rather  tho  reverse,  and  his  good  fellow- 
ahip  is  m  Boitoa  piOTerb.   H«  is  Sum  rather  than  | 
NonnaD  in  tenpanaielit,  and  his  fr'n  ri<lH  find  in  him  j 
a  crrtain  mellowness,      nf  ati  older  civilization  than 
our  owu,  which  makes  him  well  met  with  tho  agree-  . 
able  and  those  who  make  merry. 

Id  (he  affain  of  •  buy  and  ezaeting  profemon  he 
has  retained  and  developed  hia  taste  for  literature  and 
history,  and  while  a  New  Englander  by  birth  and 
education,  his  temperament  has  always  led  him  to  , 
that  wider  society  of  mankind,  where 

''One  tuiioli  of  iKiturc  umkL»  the  whole  world  kin."  I 

Nkhe.miau  v.  Bkrry  — Attorney  and  eounsdlor, 
Court  of  Common  Picas,  Dec.  24,  184G.    He  had  ^ 
an  oSee  for  aome  jean  at  Bandolph,  and  praotiaed  | 
in  this  county,  but  he  many  years  since  removed  to  i 
Hoxhiiry,  and  took  uti  office  in  Boaton,  where  he 

continue.-^  to  [jractisc  in  his  proft^ssion, 

Kluah  Fox  Hall. — Attorney  and  couoitellor, 
Cotttt  of  CmnmoD  Pleas,  September  term,  1647. ! 
Be  began  {tracticL'  as  a  partner  with  Jonathan  P.  I 
Bishop,  of  Medlield.  Tie  afterwards  was  a  partner 
with  Fisher  A.  Kingsbury  at  Weymouth,  where  hit 
continued  to  practise  until  his  death  in  1867.  He 
acted  aa  a  m^strate  in  WeynuniA.  \ 

James  Humporky  was  bom  in  Weymouth,  Jan. 
20,  1819.     He  was  educated  at  rl,,:  Pf,;::ij  .  Acad- 
emy in  Attdover,  where  he  was  graduated  wiiii  the 
first  honors  of  his  class  in  1839.    He  was  a  teauher 
until  1858,  when  he  entered  the  offiee  of  D.  W.  | 
Gooch,  in  Boston,  and  was  uduilttod  to  tho  Suffolk 
bar  in  JfinS.    He  held  the  nffice  of  selectman  in 
Weymouth  for  twenty  years,  and  during  a  large  part 
of  the  time  waa  ehairman  of  the  board.  He  was  Rep- 
xeaantatiTO  to  the  General  Court  in  18&2  and  1869,  | 
and  was  a  Senator  from  the  Norfolk  and  Plymouth  i 
District  in  1872.    lie  was  elected  a  county  oommis- 
sioDer  io  1874,  and  held  the  office  until  November, 
1882,  bdog  ohairman  of  that  board  during  a  great 
portion  of  hb  term  of  service.  In  November,  1882, 
be  waa  appointed  justice  of  the  District  Court  of 
East  Norfolk,  whioh  office  he  now  holds.  He  resides  , 
at  Weymouth.  i 

£l»WABD  AvBBT  waa  bcwn  in  Harblehead,  March  | 
12, 1828.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  | 
native  town,  and  afterwards  in  the  clii^ical  school  of 
Mr.  Brooks,  in  BfK'-ton.  He  .-tudied  law  in  the  office 
of  F.  W.  Choate  io  iiostun,  and  at  the  Dane  Law- 
Sehool  in  Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  April,  1849,  and  bqgan  praetiee  in  Bane,  in  the 


county  of  Worcester,  where  he  remained  until  the 
winter  of  1850-51.  He  then  removed  to  Doslou, 
and  has  since  had  an  office  there.  On  the  Ist  of 
October,  1858,  he  became  associated  in  bnsineia  wicb 
George  M.  Hobhs,  a  copartnership  which  still  con- 
tinues. Mr.  Avery  lias  for  many  year?  heen  a  lead- 
ing practitioner  in  all  the  courts  of  Suffolk  and  other 
eoonties,  and  the  firm  has  up  to  the  present  time  al> 
wiqrs  had  an  extensive  praetiee.  Mr.  Avery  has 
given  especial  attention  to  cases  arising  under  the 
insolvent  laws  of  Massachusetts  and  under  the  United 
States  Bankrupt  Law,  and  in  this  branch  of  the  law 
he  has  been  eulneatly  nuoesiofiii,  tlthoiq^  be  ban 
atwaya  attended  to  general  praetiee.  Mr.  Avery,  Muon 
he  has  had  an  office  in  Boston,  has  always  been  a  resi- 
dent in  Norfolk  County.  For  some  time  he  resided 
at  Quincy,  bat  for  many  year»  past  he  has  lived  at 
Braintree.  He  baa  been  employed  as  eoaneal  in  the 
trial  many  important  eausea  in  this  county,  and 
has  thus  been  identified  with  the  Norfolk  bar.  In 
1866  he  was  a  Representative  to  the  Qeneral  Court 
from  Braintree,  and  in  18()7  was  rejected  to  the 
House,  and  also  to  ibe  Senate  horn  the  Norftlk  and 
nymonth  Distriot. 

Kdward  LiT.LiK  PlERCR. — Admitted  at  the  Feb- 
ruary term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  lS5.'i. 
Ho  was  born  March  29,  1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Col. 
Jeaae  PSeree,  of  Stoughton.  He  waa  gtadoated  nt 
Brown  University  in  1850.  During  hb  college  eouno 
he  distinguished  himself  in  several  prize  essays  and 
in  articles  which  appeared  in  the  Deinucratic  Rrvo  tc. 
He  entered  the  Law-School  at  Cambridge,  and  re- 
ceived the  d^r«e  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1852.  Ho 
was  the  author  of  the  sneoessful  prize  essay  offered  to 
his  claas  upon  the  "  Consideration  uf  a  Contract," 
which  was  printed.  He  afterwards  wrote  an  essay 
upon  "  Secret  Suffrage,"  which  attracted  attention  in 
England,  and  waa  tbars  reprinted.  He  wsa  after- 
wards in  tho  law-office  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  at  Cincin- 
nati. Tn  1857  he  [luhlishcd  the  first  edition  of  his 
work  on  American  Kailroad  Law."  Uo  took  an 
active  part  in  politics  in  1857  as  a  member  of  the 
Bepnbliean  party,  advocating  the  moat  liberal  treats 
ment  of  fbinigners  against  the  proscriptive  polkj 
which  then  was  popular  in  Massachusetts. 

He  continued  to  practise  in  his  profession,  having  an 
office  io  Boston,  as  a  partner  of  Asaph  ChnrduU. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  1861,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
He  aHcrwards,  in  18H2.  by  appointment  of  Secretary 
Chase,  had  the  charge  of  the  freedmen  and  plaatatioiiS 
of  the  Sea  lahnda,  and  hia  o&ckl  reporta  of  this  trust 
were  widely  read.  He  waa  on  duty  at  Hoitia  Idand 
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in  Aagoat)  1863,  wlion  he  was  appointed  collector  of 
iDternttl  revenue  for  the  Third  Districi  of  Maaaaahu- 
•ett^,  which  office  be  held  for  three  years. 

He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Bolloekf  in  1866, 
to  tlM  olBfle  of  Patriot  •ttonny  of  tlw  SontiMaatem 
Bistriflt,  to  which  office  ha  waa  elaoted  by  the  people 
in  1866,  and  again  iu  1868.  In  October,  1869,  he 
wu  appointed  secretary  of  the  Board  of  State  Cbari- 
tm,  and  held  that  (A«e  antU  1874,  when  ho  le-. 
aignod  It. 

In  IB75  and  1876  be  was  RepresentatiTe  from 
Milton  in  the  General  Court,  and  in  the  htter  session 
was  cbairmaa  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
He  b  the  attthor  «f  the  **  Aafc  to  liiidt  Municipal 
ladebtodnaaa."  Ho  waa  appoiotod  hy  Ptatidaat  Hoyaa 
in  December,  1878,  assistant  treasurar  of  the  United 
States  at  Boston,  but  he  declined  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Pierce  has  been  one  of  the  lecturers  at  the 
Bosnni  Law^Bobool  aiooe  iti  fomidalioD.  In  1881 
be  pnbliahed  o  now  odilion  of  hia  wofic  oo  "  Amoriean 
Railroad  Law,*'  much  enlarged  and  enriched  hy  co- 
pious notes  and  citations.  In  1874  ho  yrrpared  an 
eUbcnate  "  lodex  of  the  Speciai  Kailruad  i>awij  ui 


Mr.  Pieroo  was  one  of  tho  litaraiy  axoenton  of 

Charles  Sumner,  and  was  the  author  of  the  memoir 
of  Mr.  Sumner,  published  in  1877,  an  elaborate  and 
excelleuc  biography.  He  has  also  been  the  author  of 
MoyartiokB  oontribvlod  to  tho  refiawa  and  newa> 
papers,  of  official  roporta,  and  pnblio  addreaaaa  upon  a 
variety  of  social  and  political  topics,  all  of  which  are 
marked  hy  such  ability,  breadth,  and  cxhaustivenos 
of  beatmeot  of  their  respective  sabjects  as  tu  entitle 
thaai  to  bold  ■  panaanoni  pkoa  in  tho  emtent  dia- 
oaarioiM  of  Tital  qnaatkma.  Mr.  Pierce  has  made 
several  journeys  to  Europe,  one  in  1873,  tu  in.spect 
European  prisons,  reformatories,  and  asylunir*,  the 
result  of  which  was  given  in  his  report  fur  1873  as 
•ecntaiy  of  the  Board  of  Sute  Cbaritiee. 

Mr.  Pierce  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
from  Brown  University  in  1882.  Ho  resides  at 
Milton,  an<]  ha.s  an  office  in  Boston. 

Asa  Fhench  was  born  on  the  2l8t  of  Ociubcr, 
1829,  in  BndntMe,  where  hia  anoaaton  have  lived 
■do:-  the  town's  earliest  settlement. 

He  received  his  early  education  In  tlie  public  schools, 
was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Leicester  Academy, 
Woveeatcr  County,  Mass.,  and  was  graduated  at  Yale 
Cdtcfa,  in  the  daat  of  18S1.  Upon  Jeaving  ooUege, 
be  began  the  study  of  law  at  the  Albany  Law-School, 
and  afterwards  entered  the  Harvard  Law  Pelioi  il,  where 
be  r«(%ived  the  degree  of  LL.U.  in  1853.  lie  sub- 
■eqaently  pnraned  the  study  of  his  profession  in  the 


office  of  Datid  A.  Simmons  and  Harvey  Joirdl,  in 

Boston. 

Mr.  French  was  first  admitted  to  practice  iu  the 
Supreme  Goart  of  New  Tank,  at  Albany,  in  1853, 
and  aflerwarda  at  Boaton.  He  haa  atwaya  had  an 

office  in  Bo.ston  ;  but  has  made  Braintrce  his  home, 
and  haa  been  identified  with  the  Norfolk  Goanty 
bar. 

He  reprcoentad  Braintrae  in  the  lower  braoob  of 
the  Slate  Legialatnn  in  1866.  In  1870  ho  waa  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Claflin  diBtriot  attorney  for  the 
Southeastern  District,  to  fill  the  vacancy  cjiused  by  the 
resignation  of  Hon.  Edward  L.  Pierce,  and  held  this 
office  by  anooairiTe  lo-elaetions  nntil  Ootober,  1882, 
when  be  naigned. 

In  1882  he  was  tendered  the  appointment  of  justice 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Massachusetts,  but  declined 
it.  He  has  been  one  of  the  commissioners  ou  inland 
flaheriea  for  the  State  of  Maaaadinaette  sinoe  1878. 

Ho  ia  prattdent  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Thayer  Academy  and  of  the  Thayer  Publie  Library, 
both  in  Braintree,  and  both  founded  and  endowed  by 
the  late  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer. 

In  1883  he  waa  pkeed  hy  Preaidaiii  Artbor  npoo 
tho  aonnal  Board  of  YiAom  to  the  Waat  Pblot  Mili- 
tary Academy. 

Mr.  French  wua  appointed  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Commissioners  of  Alabama  Claims  in  Washington, 
nnder  (Jm  not  re  eatebliahiog  that  oourt,  apptovod 
June  ft,  1882. 

Erastds  WoRTHTNnTON. — Attorney  and  coun- 
sellor, February  tcrni.  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  1854. 
He  is  the  son  of  Erastus  Worthington,  of  Dedham, 
where  he  waa  bom  Nov.  25, 1828.  He  waa  gradn- 
ated  at  Brown  University  in  1850.  AAcr  residing 
nearly  a  year  in  Wiscon.sin,  he  entere<l  the  !>:i;h'  Lnv,'. 
j^cbool.  at  Cambridge,  where  he  received  the  degree 
of  LL.B.  in  1853.  He  completed  his  profi^onal 
atodiea  in  the  ofiee  of  Bira  Wilkinaon,  at  Dedham. 
Ho  hcigan  practice  in  Boston,  and  was  for  some  time 
a  partner  with  David  A.  Simmons,  of  Ro.xbury.  In 
1856  he  was  elected  register  of  insolvency,  which 
office  he  held  until  July,  1858,  when  ho  laaomod 
praetioe  in  Dedham.  He  waa  trial  jnatiee  from  1857 
to  1867.  In  1866  he  was  elcctod  clerk  of  the  courts 
for  Norfolk  County,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
that  office  iu  January,  1867',  and  has  since  been  elected 
for  three  terms  of  five  yean  eabb.  Ho  omtinnaa  to 
hold  the  office,  and  roudea  in  Dedham. 

CuARLES  Endicott. — Attorney  and  counsellor, 
April  term,  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  1857.  He  was 
born  in  Canton,  Oct.  28,  1822.  He  was  fur  several 
years  town  doA,  adeetmao,  and  hold  many  town 
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offices.  He  was  a  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county  from 
184G  to  1853,  And  cumin iKsioner  of  insolvency  from 
I8fi5  to  1657.  Upon  his  admiaaioo  to  the  bar  be 
bflgaii  praotioe  in  Gkntoo,  ^btre  he  oonttnneB  to  re- 
side. He  was  a  Representative  to  the  General  ruurt 
in  lft51,  1857.  and  1858,  and  a  Senator  from  Norfolk 
County  in  1866  and  1867,  and  a  member  of  the  Rx- 
emitiTa  Coundl  in  1868  nnd  1869.  He  was  county 
commiBrioner  from  1859  to  1865.  He  was  Stoto 
Auditor  from  1870  to  1875,  Md  Treasurer  and 
Receiver- Gen  era!  tor  ihe  CouimnnwoaUh  from  187f1 
to  18S1,  when  he  became  ineligible  fur  re-election  bj 
nown  of  tlM  iNMudtntioiM]  limitttion  in  (he  Uxm 
(hat  offioe.  He  now  holds  the  offiee  oF  tax  com- 
niiHsioner.    He  resides  in  Canton. 

JosKPn  McKean  CiiURCUiLL  is  the  son  of 
Asaph  Charobill,  and  was  born  in  Milton,  April 
29,  1821.  He  wu  gradnated  it  Harrwd  College 
in  1840,  sod  porsued  his  proftflnonal  stadaea  in  the 
Dane  Law-Sfliool,  C:iiubridge,  where  he  received  the 
degree  of  LL.B.  in  1845.  He  began  and  continurd 
the  practice  of  law  in  Boston  for  many  years.  Uc 
WM  Repreeentative  to  the  Genonl  Conitfiom  Hilton 
in  1858,  and  a  member  of  the  Bxeoutive  Council  in 
1859  and  1860,  Hl-  wan  also  a  moiulter  of  the  Con- 
stitntiona!  Convt-ntion  of  1853,  and  for  twt'lv<'  years 
waii  an  overseer  uf  Harvard  CoU^e.  He  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Forty-fifth  Regiment  Hesnohnsetts  In- 
iantiy  in  the  wnr  of  the  Rebellion.  Ha  was  a 
county  conimissionpr  from  Jan.  1,  1  8(]8,  until  April, 
1871,  and  chairman  of  tlie  board  during  two  of  those 
years.  He  was  then  appointed  a  justice  of  the  Mu- 
nidpe]  Comt  of  Boston,  whieb  offioe  he  oootinnee  to 
bold.   He  resides  in  Milton. 

Jambs  Tirkkll  was  born  in  Wtymouth,  March 
28,  1833.  He  was  educated  in  the  schooiti  of  Wey- 
mouth, and  studied  law  with  Fbher  A.  Kingsbury 
and  Elijah  F.  Hall,  in  W^moatb.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Suffolk,  July  16, 1856.  He  now  feaideB 
and  has  an  offioe  at  Quiney. 

John  L.  Eldridue  was  bora  in  Provincetown, 
Mam.,  Deo.  25,  1842.  Ue  was  fitted  for  coll<^c  at 
the  Boston  Latin  Sohool,  and  was  gradnated  at  Har* 
vard  College.  He  pursued  his  legal  studies'  at  tlie 
Dane  Jjaw-Schtiol,  aoil  received  the  ili'U'ret'  of  LL.B. 
in  1866.  He  also  studied  ia  the  office  of  Joseph 
Niekerson,  in  Boston.  He  was  admitted  to  the  W 
in  Suflblk  in  November,  1867.  Be  resides  at  Quiney, 
but  has  an  office  in  Boston. 

EvEREiT  r  Bt  mpi  s  was  born  in  Plympton,  Nov. 
28,  1844.  His  parents  subsequently  removed  to 
Braintree,  and  be  loft  the  Braiotree  H{|^  Sebool  in 
April,  1861,  to  go  into  the  militaiy  servioe  of  the 


T'niteJ  StatP?  during  tlie  civi!  war.  11c  .served  with 
some  intervals  until  tho  war  eruicd.  both  as  private 
and  officer.  He  pursued  \m  studies  while  in  the 
army,  and  at  the  dose  of  the  war  he  entered  the  oiBoe 
of  Edward  Avery,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Suffolk,  May  10,  1867.  He  was  a  trial  ju8tice  ,it 
Weymouth  from  1868  to  1 872,  when  he  was  appointed 
Justice  of  the  District  Court  of  East  Norfolk,  which 
office  he  lengned  Oet.  1, 1882.  He  wss  then  nomi- 
nated and  elected  the  district  attorney  for  the  South- 
eastern District,  to  succeed  Asa  Fr-  'n  li.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1883  for  the  term  of  ihree  years,  and 
new  bolda  that  oSee.  Hii  lerideooe  is  in  Quincy, 
but  he  has  an  offiee  in  Boston. 

Frederick  D.  Ely. — Attorney  and  counsellor, 
Superior  Conrt,  Oet.  S.  1SG2.  He  was  born  iti 
Wrentham,  Sept.  24,  1838,  was  fitted  for  college  at 
Day's  Aeadoayf  in  Wrentlisin,  and  was  gmdnated  at 
Brown  UniTwrity  in  1859.  He  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Waldo  Colburn,  in  Dcdham.  He  has  been 
a  trial  justice  from  1867  to  the  present  time.  He 
was  Representative  to  the  Qeaeral  Court  from  Ded- 
ban  in  1873,  and  Senator  in  1878  and  1879.  He 
resldea  in  Dedham,  but  has  an  offioe  in  Boston. 

John  D.  Cobb. — ^Attorney  and  counsellor,  Superior 
Court,  April  23,  1867.  He  was  bom  in  Dcdham, 
April  28,  1840,  and  was  graduated  at  ilarvard  Col- 
lege io  1861.  He  studied  law  ia  the  Dane  Law- 
School,  and  teoeived  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  1866. 
He  also  was  in  the  oflico  of  Waldo  Colburn,  at  Ded- 
ham. rif  entered  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  Aug.  Iti,  ISli:;:,  and  served  until  the  end  of  the 
war  as  sergeant,  and  was  promotod  to  be  lieutenant 
and  acting  adjutant  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Massachuaetta 
Infantry.  He  was  Representative  to  the  General  Court 
from  Dedham  in  ISTti  and  1877.  Ho  wa.'*  apj)<iinte<l 
assijsUiit  register  of  probate  Jan.  i,  1879,  which  office 
he  has  rinee  held.   He  rarides  in  Dedbaas. 

Edmund  Davis. — Attorney  and  counsellor,  Supe- 
rior Court,  Oct.  1,  1867.  He  was  born  in  Canton, 
Dec.  12,  1839,  and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College  in  1861.  He  entered  the  military  survice  of 
the  United  States  Aug.  16, 1862,  and  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antictam,  by  reason  of  which 
he  was  discharged  from  servieo  Sept.  Iti.  1S(»2.  He 
studied  law  in  the  o&oq  of  Waldo  Colburn,  at  Dcd- 
ham. He  began  practice  in  Franklin,  and  was  a  trial 
joirtioe  (br  some  time.  He  then  removed  to  Hyde 
Park,  where  he  now  r^ides  and  has  an  offioe. 

Thomas  K.  0 rover  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Feb. 
9,  1844.  He  studied  law  priaoipally  in  the  offioe  of 
Ellis  Ames,  io  Osoton,  and  wss  admitted  to  the  bar 
Bept  7, 1867.  Mr.  Owver  baa  held  the  offioe  of  trial 
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justice  for  maaj  jean.  Ha  raridaa  in  Caotoii,  and  bas 

ofFirr^'-  both  in  Canton  and  Boston. 

JAMBii  E.  Conea  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1R4B. 
He  eame  to  tlib  oouotry  in  1856,  and  reMideU  in  i 
Harnioroii^  mk&  hm  adniasbo  to  the  bar.   He  was  I 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  at  the  State  Normal 
School  fit  'Bridftewatcr.  Tie  stuJieJ  law  with  William  ; 
B.  Gale,  of  Marlborough,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  I 
to  Middlaaes,  Jan.  2, 1874.    Ho  removed  to  Hyde 
Park,  wbece  be  now  raddea.   He  baa  an  oflioe  in 
Hjde  Pkrk  and  in  Boston. 

Gkoroe  WiivsLOW  WiOGiN. — Attorney  and  coun- 
sellor, E^uperior  Court,  Oct.  17,  1871.  He  was  bom 
in  Swidiricb,  N.  H.,  Mareb  10, 1841.  He  was  edn- 
catnd  in  tbe  eeone  for  fbnr  yean  ai  Phillipa'  Aoad- 
emy,  Exeter,  N.  H.  He  was  afterwards  a  teadter  in 
the  Friends'  Boardint^-School  at  Providence,  B.  I., 
and  priocipal  of  the  Wrentham  High  School  for  four  : 
yean.  He  atndied  kw  in  tbe  offiee  of  Samnel  War* 
ner,  of  Wrentban.  He  htgm  iMraetiee  in  Franklin 
in  1872,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  pructiscd  law. 
He  has  been  a  trial  jupticc  sinro  1872,  an<l  was  elected 
«  county  oommtssioner  in  1878,  and  was  re-elected  in  , 
1881.  He  baa  been  oiiaimtBn  of  the  boatd  dnring 
tiie  past  year.  He  baa  niao  an  olBee  in  Beaton. 

James  Hrwrss  was  bom  in  Medfield,  April  27, 
1IP46.  He  was  educated  in  the  Medfield  and  Wal- 
pole  High  fscbools,  and  entered  Amherst  College. 
He  atndied  h«  with  Robot  B.  Bidiop  and  at  tlie 
Dane  Law-School,  in  Cambridge.  Ho  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  iu  Suffolk.  Feb.  20,  1868.  He  has  been 
a  trial  justice,  and  Keprescutative  to  the  General 
Court  in  18B4.  lie  resides  iu  Medfield,  but  has  an 
offiee  in  Boston. 

Oscar  A.  Mardbh  was  bom  in  Palermo,  Me., 
Aug.  20,  lRr)3.  Ho  was  ednentod  at  the  Westlirook 
Seminary,  in  DeerinL',  Me.  He  .«tudit  d  law  in  tlie 
Boston  Uotversity  Law-School,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1876.  He  also  stndted  in  the  office  8.  K. 
Hamilton,  in  Boston.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Suffiilk,  Oct.  S,  1S7C.  He  has  been  a  trial  jnstioe 
for  several  years,  and  resides  in  Stougbton,  but  bas  «a 
office  in  Boston.  < 

The  iUlowiog  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  NorfoUc  Oonnty,  and  are  now  pnetidng  attorneys  in 
the  cnnnty :  I 

Asa  Wellington,  Quincy,  admitted  April,  1852. 

Cliaika  J.  Bandall,  Wrentham,  admitted  Jan.  3, 
1859. 

Henry  B.  Terry,  Hyde  Park, admitted  April  4, 1871. 

Don  Glea.snn  nil),  Dedhani,  admitted  Oct.  IS,  1871.  ' 
Charles  Amory  Williams,  Brooklinc,  admitted  Oct. 
1,  1873.  » 


Zenas  S.  Arnold,  Boatoo,  admitted  Jan.  20, 1874. 
>  Charles  A.  Maokintoab,  Dsdbam,  admitted  Oec  4, 

1R75. 

Frank  Rockwood  Hall,  Brookline,  admitted  Jan.  8, 
1878. 

William  Q.  A.  Pattee,  Qoiney,  admitted  May  14, 

1879. 

John  Everett,  Canton,  admitted  May  I  t.  1S7I). 
Nathau  iiydc  Pratt,  Weymouth,  admitted  Jan.  1, 
1880. 

James  J.  Malone,  Qnincy,  admitted  May  18, 1881. 
Charles  Fraoois  Jenn^,  Hyde  Park,  admitted  Oct. 

4,  1882. 

Albert  Everett  Avery,  Braintree,  admitted  Jou. 
23,1883. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  bar 
elsewhere,  bnt  are  now  fMraetieing  attorneys  in  the 

county : 

Charles  H.  Drew,  Brookline.    Office  in  Boston. 
Moses  Williams,  Brookline.  Office  in  Boston. 

Bradford  Kinf:inan.  RnHikline,     Offiee  in  Boston. 

Thomas  ],  Wakefield,  Dedham.    Office  in  Boston. 

Alonzo  B.  Weotworth,  Dedham.  Office  iu  Boston. 

John  R.  Bullard,  Dedham.    Office  in  Boston. 

Horaee  E.  Ware,  Milton.   Offiee  in  Boston. 

Henry  F.  Buswell,  Canton.    Office  in  Boston. 

Jonathan  Wales,  Randolph.    Offiee  in  Boston. 

John  V.  Beai,  Randolph.    Office  iu  Boston. 

Charles  H.  Deans,  West  Medwsy. 

Emery  Grower,  Nesdbam.  Offios  in  Boston. 
GranTille  Pratt,  Quincy.    Offios  in  Boston. 

George  Fred.  Willianj.*,  Dedham.  Office  in  Boston. 

Orin  T.  Gray,  Ujdc  Park.   Office  io  Boston. 

W.  H.  H.  Andrews,  Hyde  Firk.  Office  b  Boston. 

Artemas  W.  Qatea,  Bsdbam.   Offios  in  Boston. 

Robert  W.  Carpenter,  Foxboroogh. 

Fred.  H.  Williams,  Foxborough. 

Edward  Bickuell,  Weymouth.    Office  in  Boston. 

IVed.  J.  SUmson,  Dedham.  Offios  in  Boston. 

Charles  E.  Perkins,  Brookline.   OSes  in  Boston. 

John  C.  Lane,  Norwood.    Office  in  Boston. 

Sheriffs.' — Hon.  Khenezrr  Thayer,  of  Braintroe, 
the  first  shuriff  of  Nortulk  County,  was  the  sou  of 
Hon.  Ebeneser  Thayer,  also  of  Braintree,  and  was 
bom  Aug.  21, 174&  His  Ihtber  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  having  served  in  the 
office  of  Reprwntative  eightef>n  years,  and  was  chosen 
Representative  to  the  General  Court  seventeen  years 


'  The  rnlloH  tug  -kctehe*  of  the  tberiffi*  ninl  eountj  treairaroni 
(if  the  county  iiro  loainly  taken  from  the  "Norfolk  County 
MaDttftI,"  bj  Uwirjr  0.  UUdretb,  Eiq.,  hj  tha  paraiiMion  of  th* 
author. 
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8UC0e8.*ivcly,  and  in  1776  was  a  mpmbur  of  the  Ex- 
ecat'u'o  CounL-il.  His  imitlH;r  vvus  Susanna,  dauLchter 
of  Rev.  8ainuel  Niles,  of  Braintree.  Mr.  Thayer 
served  the  town  many  yean  u  MkoUnea,  town  clerk, 
and  treasurer ;  was  Representative  10  the  Gteoeral 
Court  in  17PG,  1800.  and  1801.  a  raemVier  of  the 
Senate  in  ITito,  '.HJ,  ';i7.  '1>S,  ''jy,  and  a  member  of 
the  Ezecuiive  Cuuneii  iu  11 '^'^  and  17^4.  lie  was 
•bo  •  brigadier-genenl  io  the  nSHia.  On  the  or- 
gauizatioD  of  the  county,  in  1703.  lie  was  appointed 
Bht^riff,  but  owing  tu  ill  health,  resigned  early  in  the 
following  year.  He  died  Maj  30,  18U9,  aged  siztj- 
three  jeara. 

AthertOD  Thftyer,  half-brother  to  the  preeediog, 

"win  bom  in  Braintree,  Feb.  9,  1766.  Uia  mother 
Rebecca  Miller,  of  Milton,  who  was  the  second 
nife  of  Hon.  Ebenezor  Thayer,  8r.  On  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  offiee  of  sheriff  by  bis  brother,  in  1794, 
he  wne  appointed  to  fill  the  Taoan^,aDd  eontinned  tn 
the  oliee  until  bin  death,  July  4, 1798,  aged  thirty- 
two  years. 

Benjamin  Clarice  Cutler,  of  Roxbury,  wan  born  in 
Boston,  Sept.  15,  1756,  and  was  for  many  years  a 
merebant,  removing  afterwards  to  Janatoa  Plain. 
He  was  appointed  sheriff  July  31,  1798,  and  held 
the  office  until  his  death.  lie  died  very  suddenly  at 
bjpB  residence  on  Centre  Street,  Januuoa  Plain,  April, 
1810,  aged  fifty-four  jean. 

Blyah  Oane  was  born  in  Milton,  Ang.  29, 17M, 
and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Crane,  for  many  yean  a 
prominent  eilieen  of  that  part  of  Stoughton,  now 
CsQtoo.  He  early  removed  to  Canton,  where  his 
tsgttlnr  bodaan  was  that  of  a  fimer,  in  wbieh  he 
with  OMirked  sncceas,  altbongh  mudi  of  his  tine 
devoted  to  public  life.  He  was  a  man  of  targe 
and  erect  stature,  wpll-developed  form,  and  praccful 
earrisge,  and  was  noted  for  bis  splendid  horseman- 
•bip.  He  eaily  took  a  deep  intereat  in  miUtaiyuat- 
ten,  rising  by  soooeanve  appmntnenta  to  the  rank 
of  brigadier-general  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Di- 
vision, Massacbusetta  Volunteer  Militia,  to  which  he 
was  promoted  Aug.  1,  1803,  and  promoted  and  com- 
mianoaed  najor-geueral  of  the  J^n/t  Division  June 
16, 1809,  which  posittoD  he  eontinned  to  bold  until 
bis  discharge,  June  R,  1827,  a  period  of  service  in 
the  highest  militJirv  office  of  the  State  without  a 
parallel  in  Mas.Haciiu»ctt«.  He  also  attained  high 
rank  as  a  Mason,  being  anooessivdy  Junior  Grand 
Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in 
1820  and  1821,  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1S22.  and 
Grand  Master  in  lB3*i.  On  the  death  of  Sheriff" 
Cutler,  in  1810,  he  was  appointed  sheriti,  aud  con- 
tinned  in  office  nntil  1811,  when  he  wss  removed  for 


jiolitical  reasons  by  Governor  Gern,-.  The  followiiiij 
year  he  was  reappointed,  ami  continued  in  office  by 
successive  reappointments  until  his  death,  the  longest 
term  of  service  as  sheriff  ever  hdd  in  the  eoan^. 
He  died  Feb.  21,  1834,  aged  eighty  yssn. 

William  Brewer,  of  Roxbury,  was  for  many  years 
a  prominent  eitizen  of  the  town,  having  been  chair- 
man of  the  Board  uf  Selevtmeo  fur  several  years,  and 
WSS  Representative  to  the  General  Oonrt  from  1801 
to  1S11,  inclusive,  and  agua  from  1814  to  If^lT,  in- 
clusive, fn  181 1  he  wa."*  appointed  flherifT  of  Nor- 
folk Connty  by  (rovernor  Gerry,  which  position  he 
held  for  one  year.  Ue  died  Aug.  2,  1817,  aged 
fifty-nine  yesn. 

John  Baker  (SM)  was  born  in  Dorchester,  Feb.  27, 
1780.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright  in 
Roxbury,  and  soou  removed  to  Dedham,  where  for 
some  time  be  carried  on  the  same  business.  He  was 
a  coroner,  and  (braevenl  yean  a  deputy  sheriff  of  the 
county.  On  the  death  of  Gen.  Crane,  in  1834,  Mr. 
Baker  was  appointed  slieriff.  and  held  the  office  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  1,  1843,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years. 

Jenuld  Kewland  Enra  Mann  was  bom  in  Hed- 
field,  June  26,  1796.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carriage-painter,  se-rving  his  time  with  the  MeasrSk 
Bird,  of  Wdpoie.  In  1823  he  went  to  £aston, 
where  be  remuned  but  a  short  time,  removing  tba 
year  following  to  Taunton,  where  he  remained  five 
yean,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went  to  Wrent- 
bam,  and  thence  to  Dedham,  where  he  took  the 
place  of  bis  brotber  iu-iaw,  Ha}.  T.  P.  Whitoey, 
as  deputy  sheriff  and  jailer.  On  the  death  of 
Sheriff  Baker,  Mr.  Mann  was,  Feb.  8,  1843,  ap- 
pointed sheriff  for  the  term  of  five  years^  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  declined  a  reappointment,  bat 
continued  to  act  as  deputy  sheriff  and  jailer  until 
July,  1855,  when  luibg  health  oompelled  1m  i«a%- 
naition.  He  soon  after  removed  to  Yemon,  Conn., 
the  residence  of  his  youngest  daughter,  where  he  died 
April  15,  1857,  agfd  si.tty  ypars  and  ten  months. 

Thomas  Adams  was  born  in  Quincy,  April  20, 
1804.  In  eaiiy  Ufa  he  was  engaged  in  burioeas  with 
bis  father  as  a  bniefaer,  and  afterwards  wss  {woprietor 
of  different  stage-lines,  and  an  extensive  dealer  in 
horses.  He  then  went  to  lloxbury,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death.  He  was  deputy 
sheriff  under  Sheriff  Mann,  and  in  1848  sneeseded 
that  officer  as  sheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  re> 
moved  from  office  for  political  reasons  in  1S52,  bat 
was  reappninted  the  following  year,  atid  eonliu'i^d  in 
office  uutil  Jan.  1,  1857.  After  Roxbury  became  a 
oity  he  wss  for  two  or  three  yean  diy  manbai.  Ha 
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died  Buddenlj  of  apoploEy  Ju.  2, 1869,  aged  ristj-  | 

five  years. 

John  W.  Thomas  woa  born  in  Weymouth,  April 
1,  181&.  Lewned  the  tiade  «f  a  shoemaker,  and 
aftenraidfl  went  into  IraaiDeae  as  a  inanuraotiirar;  | 

was  a  Repre8«ntativo  to  the  General  Court  in  1^S2, 
a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1853, 
and  a  licateoaQt-coIonel  in  the  militia.  May  13, 1852, 
be  was  eominiBsioDed  sheriff  of  Norfolk  Ooonty  by 
Qoreraor  Boatwell,  bat  was  removed  the  following 
vear  for  poliiieal  rcas<5n*.  Tn  185G  lie  wa.-^  elt'cted 
-horift"  by  tlie  Rtpublicaii  and  American  parlies,  ani 
a^uiued  the  pusilion  Jau.  1,  1857.  He  soon  after 
remored  to  I>edhan,  wbere  be  eontimies  to  reside. 
He  was  die  firat  sheriff  elected  by  the  people  in  the 
county,  and  at  farh  snrcessive  election  wa;'  eh<vsen  by 
H  lariie  ninjurity  of  the  pdjnilar  vote.  Fie  held  the 
office  until  January,  1878,  when  he  deuliued  a  re- 
dcedoD. 

Rufus  C.  Wood  was  bora  in  Palmer,  May  30, 

ISIS.    His  parents  rcmoveil  to  Dudley,  where  he 
ieanied  the  trade  of  a  ujacbiuist,  and  lived  until  be  i 
was  twenty  years  of  age.    He  previously  hsd  at- 
tended the  pvUie  schools  and  the  inehoki  Aoademy  I 
in  Dudley.    He  removed  to  Canton  in  November,  [ 
1S36,  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  eleven  years  in  tlie 
Kin.sicy  iron  and  Machine  Company's  works.    He  wo;* 
appointed  a  deputy  sheriff  by  Sheriff  Adama  in  1853, 
and  he  held  that  oSee  until  his  eleetion  as  Aeriff,  j 
in  1877*   Dnriog  ^nrident  Idoooln's  administration  j 
he  was  appointed  poptmastcr  at  Canton,  which  office 
he  held  for  sixteen  years,  and  resigned  at  the  time 
of  his  eleetion  aa  sheriff.   In  1877  he  was  deeted  j 
eherlff  of  the  eonnty,  has  been  twiee  re^leeted,  (he  j 
last  time,  in  1883,  by  the  nomination  and  vote  of 
both  political  parties,    Since  his  election  as  sheriff  he 
laas  resided  in  Dedham,  and  is  master  of  the  House  i 
of  Coneetbn  in  oonneetion  with  his  olfioe. 

Cmuty  TreMBXMr8.->^Issao  Bnilard,  the  first 
trea-urer  of  the  county,  was  iwro  in  Dedham,  July 
10,  1744,  and  w;a  a  lineal  descenduut  from  William 
Bulbird,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town.    He  ^ 
was  for  many  years  in  pubKo  life,  having  been  town  j 
derk  for  three  years,  sdectmao  five  yean,  and  jRep-  • 
resentative  to  the  General  Court  from  1794  to  1801, 
sod  a^aiii  in  1806  nnd  1807.    He  was  chosen  deacon 
of  the  First  Church,  May  28,  1780,  which  office  he  . 
continned  to  hold  until  his  death.  On  the  orgaaisa*  I 
tiion  of  the  county,  in  1793,  be  was  chosen  county 
treasurer,  to  which  position  he  was  annually  elei  t.  d 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  Jooo  IS,  1808,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

Jtthn  Bnlhrd,  son  of  the  preoeding,  was  bom  n 


Dedham,  Jan.  9,  1773.  He  was  slso  nuch  in  pnblie 

life,  hnvint;  been  twenty  years  a  selectman  and  one 
year  tuwo  cicrk.  On  the  death  i>f  \m  father,  in 
1808,  ho  was  chosen  county  treasurer,  which  poution 
he  oecn]Med  by  sneeessiTe  demons  until  his  death, 
Feb.  25,  1852,  a  period  of  forty-fnur  years.  He  was 
seventy-nine  years  of  ape.    'See  liistmy  of  Dedham.) 

George  Ellis  was  born  in  .Medfield,  Sept.  2,  1793, 
and  early  removed  to  Dedham,  wbere  for  sereial 
yesrs  he  osnried  on  business  ss  a  trader.  Be  wsa 
captain  of  one  of  the  Dedham  militia  companies,  for 
several  years  a  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  for 
fourteen  years  one  of  (ho  selectmen  of  the  town.  He 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Dedhsm  Institution 
for  Savings  from  May,  1845,  to  Jone,  1855,  when, 
owing  to  ill  health,  he  resicjoed.  On  the  death  of 
John  Bullard.  in  1852,  he  wa.s  appointed  by  the 
county  oommiaAiouers  county  trea.surer,  and  the  two 
following  yesiB  was  sleeted  by  the  people,  failing  of  a 
re  election  in  1866.  He  died  June  24, 1865,  aiged 
sixty-two  years  and  ten  month.'?. 

Cbsanoey  C.  CborcbilL  (See  liistory  of  Dedhsm.) 


CHAPTBR  II. 

XOIIFOLK  DISTRICT  .MEDICAL  IsOCIBTY. 


ST  a.  B.  snioutu 

IhcKiUSID  in  the  Hsssschusetts  Medical  Society 

are  several  subordinate  organizations,  "  wherein  the 
communication  of  case^  and  experiments  may  b© 
made,  aud  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  in  medicine 
and  surgery  may  be  eneoursged  and  promoted." 
One  of  these  is  the  Norfolk  District  Medical  Sodety. 
It  is  subject  to  the  rei;uIation8  of  the  general  society 
in  all  matters  wherein  the  latter  is  concerned.  It 
was  organized  in  1850,  and  consists  of  Fellows  of 
the  Msssadiusetts  Medical  Sodety  residing  in  those 
portions  of  Boston  formerly  known  as  Rozbnry,  Dor* 
cheater,  and  West  Roxbury.  and  in  the  towns  within 
the  present  buuudnrics  of  Norfrdk  County.  The 
"  district"  corresponds  to  the  old  county  lines,  which 
were  chsnged  by  the  annexation  of  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester  to  Boston.  The  officers  are  as  follows: 
President,  Dr.  J.  II.  Streeter,  Roxbury;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Or.  .'\.  K.  Holmes,  Canton;  Serrftarv  and 
Libruriau,  Dr.  U.  D.  Towuabend,  Koxbury  ;  Treas- 
urer, Dr.  E.  0.  Morse,  Roxbury.    Following  h  a 
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list  of  pnMDt  membecs,  broogbt  doirn  to  Feb.  1, 

1884: 

1836.' — Alexuidvr,  Andraw,  Dorcheater. 

1866.  — Alien,  Gaorge  Otis,  Wwt  Rozburjr. 
I8CC. — Amory,  Robert,  Brookline. 
1873^B«ni^  Cbiirlw  Albert,  W«m  M*dwy. 
1BBS. — ^Bliinolnnl,  Benjamin  Searer,  Br«okKas> 

lS-10.— Bli,i,ri,ur,l,  ir.-i.r.\,  I).:ir,-i..-!>tijr. 

1871.— BlcMlgttt,  Fr»Dk  M»reellu«,  Boxburjr. 
1S71.— BirftM,  WiUtun  PklBMv  l>oi«li«M«r. 

Bnwiitch,  Henry  Pickering,  We»t  Roxbujr. 
ISri. — Dfugdon,  Itcorge  Abboti,  Dorcheoter. 

1878.  — Brougbton,  Henry  Wliue,  Jntnaiea  Pl^o. 

1879.  ~Broini,  BoMoa  KUcworthj  Baat  Wejmoatb. 

1873.  — Call,  VorBM,  Roxbnry. 

1865.— Campbell,  William  Henry,  Rozbwj. 
1878.— Cbutnins,  Walter,  Brooklin*. 
1868.— Chafe,  Joliii  Wtntloir,  DedliMB. 

1882. — Ct.ti.ncr,  rUirctirc  Alnni-j,  Mrittup:in. 

1674. — Clement,  George  Wilmot,  Roxburj. 
m7.— Oottlsg,  Bei4»iiiia  IMj,  Roibnry. 

1849.— CiwbinR,  RpiijemiD,  DorebMlcr. 

1874.  — Cusbiiiiiii,  TlKitldoua  Tbonipiiun,  Raodolph. 

1878.  — Dani*]-.  IMwin  .Mirwl,  Mcdway. 

1862. — Dearinc,  IbomM  Uarco,  Bnintna, 

1847.  — Diokemas,  Lomael,  Foxboroogh. 

1880.  — Douovan,  Sauaol  Mngnor,  Quincy. 
1683.— DnUie,  WiUism  Abram,  Nortb  WejBOutb. 

1879.  — Dmbar,  Bngeae  miliDore,  Koxborjr. 

1867.  — EdsoD,  rt.il.  inj  O'Meara,  Ruxbury. 

1868.  — Edwards,  Cbarlos  Lawrenoe,  Ujde  Park. 
I670.-^BaM«j,  WinUm  Hemjr,  Rosbary. 

1881.  — Grnii,  Harold  Clarenoe,  Jamaica  Plain. 

1865.  — Everett,  Willnnl  8he|>ard,  Hyde  Park. 

1874.  — Farr,  Edwin  Law«oD,  Roxbury. 

1848.  — Faulkner,  (ieorj;o,  Jamaica  Plain. 

1866.  — Fay,  (ieorgc  Wyman,  Eai>t  AVeymoatb. 
is:t8.— Fi'.rM.  William  Crancb  Boml,  Doreihwtir. 
I87d. — Finn,  Jaiuei  ADlboDj,  Hoxbury. 
1847.— Flint,  John  SydaBbaiii,  Roxbury. 

1847.  — Fogg,  Darid  Sylvo»err.  \  ..rwuij(I. 
1S80. — Fogg,  Irring  Jjylvestor,  Norwoo<l, 

1 856. — Foriaitb^  Fraoeie  Flint,  Weynoatb. 

1848.  — Praaeio,  Tappan  Enetie,  Brookline. 

1880.  — FraMr,  John  Chitbotm,  ICait  Wcymoatb. 

1877.  — Frenob,  Ju«tu»  Cro«by,  Dedbain. 

1882. — ijiUli^an,  Kuiese  TbonuM,  Kozbniy. 

1882. — Osreeao,  Alexander  BmnaBael,  Hyde  Fark. 
I.S63.— (inrcean,  Tf  itl.  .  F;  .vlmi  v. 

1875.  — Uerry,  Kdwiu  I'vabody,  Jninaica  Plain. 
1864.— Olllivrd,  Sitae  Swift,  Bast  SlonKbteo, 
1S69.— Gilburt,  Daniel  Dudley,  Durcbatter. 
1S5I. — Gilbert,  Jubn  Henry,  Quincy. 

|-»71. — Gordon,  .T»hn  Alexander,  Qilinej. 
U69^0<Miy  Franoii  Webetar,  Boxbary. 

1878.  — Ooiild,  Lawrenee  Mervtn,  Hyde  Fark. 
I.'>.'i2. —  Granger,  Kriiuk  Clark,  Raudulpb. 

1863.  — Greene,  Jemee  Samner,  Dorobeeter. 
1871.— Hall,  Jeeiab  LitUey  Brookline. 
1847.— w,  .T»iue«  Fred,  r-  r Otiincy  Point. 
18<jr.— Hiiyt-.,  Cbarltt*  Cugawell,  Hyde  Park. 

1849. — Haieltoa,  laaao  Bilto,  Orantrille. 
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1853.  — Uitdheoak,  Joaeph  Green  Stevens,  Foxborongh. 
1862.— Bolbrook,  SilU  Pinekney,  Veat  Hedmij. 

1854.  — Hcihnif,  .\lf xiiii'ifr  I'lvcd,  CiintOO. 

188A. — Jaques,  Henry  Percy,  Milton. 
183a.^arrle,  Bdwavd,  DoMhaa««r. 

1877. — Kenneally,  John  llrnry,  Roxbury. 

1877.  — Kilby,  Henry  Sbeiujaij,  Wrenthaju. 
1848. — King,  George,  Franklin. 

187Sd — Kinfibury,  Albert  Dextor,  Meadbaa. 

1869.  — Maaafleld,  Henry  Tucker,  Keedbam. 
I8»t3. — Marlin,  Francii  Coffin,  Roxbary. 
1840.— Martin,  Ueuiy  Austin,  Roxbary. 

1874.  — Martin,  Stephen  Crosby,  Roxbary. 
Ig4».— .Maynar.I.  ,T,,l,ri  Purkn   !>  un, 
1872. — MeNulty,  Frederick  Joteph,  lioxbury. 

1875.  — Meman,  Oeorge  Edwani,  Bosbufy. 
1872. — Mormn,  John  Urennan,  Roxbury. 

1870.  — Mor«e,  Edward  Gilcad,  Roxbury. 
1843. — Mur«e,  Horatio  Gilead,  Roxbury. 
1680.— llaUen,  Fnuieis  Ueaiy,  Dorobeetar.  • 

1870.  — Nieboli,  Artbnr  Howard,  Roxbary. 

1871.  — Otif,  Rob«rt  Mendum,  K.  -Hti  Jale. 

1878,  — Page,  Frank  Wilfred,  Jamaica  Plain. 

1876.  — Perry.  Joeepb  Fronklin,  DowSieater. 

JSH2.--Pi*>n»p,  Malllipw  ViisMir.  Milton. 

1867.  — Pratt,  Gu«tavu«  Porcival,  Cobasset. 
1881.— FHor,  Cbarlet  Bdwin,  Holbrook. 

1S67. — Quincy,  Henry  Parker,  Dedham. 
1S77. — Read,  George  Mumford,  Dorcbetter. 
IS.'iC- RiehardMn,  .Tobn  Honry,  Medfleld, 
1858. — Robiiuou,  Albert  Brawn,  Hoxbaiy. 

1875.  — Rogera,  Orvllle  Fonrait,  Dombaatar. 
l'^7;>.  —  Sabine,  tieorge  Krans,  l{rookUn«b 
1854  — ^eavema,  Joel,  Roxbary. 
I881.<-^bernian,  Wamn  Hobart,  <)ainey. 
1852.— .^burlleff,  Augurtino,  I^rAf.ktiii.'. 

18C;t. — Skinner,  Edward  Manning,  Jamaica  Plain. 

1871.  — !>milbwiek,  Jubn,  Sbaran. 

1855.  — .Sledmnn,  Charles  Ellory,  Dorchester. 
1864. —  Stedman,  Jui<eph,  Jamaica  Plain. 

1  HOI. -Stone,  Silna  Emlyn,  Walpole. 
1847. — Strceter,  Joeepb  UermaB,  Roxbary. 
IS82. — Tbnrlow,  John  Howard,  Roxbary. 
1^72. — Tinltham,  (Sranvillo  Wil-  n,  Weymouth. 
1802.- Tower,  Cbarlee  Carroll,  South  Wejrmotttb. 

1877.  — Tbwle,  Heniy  Cbarlee,  Doroheater. 
1S77. — Tuwnshend,  (J«'or:;i'  Prcw,  Roxbury. 

1868.  — Trull,  Wasbiiigtou  Bcu»un,  Brookline. 

1876.  — Van  8lyck,  David  Bernard,  Brookline. 

1872.  — Vogel,  Fre<leriok  William,  Roxbuy. 
1854. — Walduck,  James,  Roxbury. 
1S;!S.— Wale*,  Brwdlord  Leonard,  lUndolpb. 
1880.— Welch,  John  Frederick,  Quincy. 
1874.— Weaoott,  WilKain  Heary,  Doraheater. 
l-sso.— West,  Kdward  Gi n  fT,  Uoxi.iiry. 
It>ti2. — White,  Herbert  Warreu,  Roxbuiy. 

1878.  — IFella,  Frank,  Brookline. 
l!<72.— Wil;ifim  ,  IM',v:;ril  Tiif!?.  R..\liury. 

18;U. — Wiug,  Litiijamin  FrankJiu.  .lu.-iiniou  I'lain. 
l.H7>.— Wing,  Clifton  Bllia,  Jamai  n  I'lii  n, 
1876.— Wingate,  I' ran  ut  Owen  firaekelt,  Wallealaj. 
1867.— Winkler,  Joeepb  Alexander,  Jamniion  PlaSa. 
18^0.— Withinijton,  Cliorlr.  Franci;",  Roxbofy. 
18K2.— Wood,  Henry  Anstio,  Roxbary. 
1876.— Tale,  Joseph  CaniDing^  FmakliB. 
1874.— Yonnf,  Chnries  Saiywud,  Blongfatoii. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

PEDUAU. 


The  S«tllfmtrit  — Thf  Town  Cn>-n;xii( — ynmet  of  the  Signars — 
OrgaaiiAtion  of  Town  Qorernment — CbaraaUr  of  SettlMi —  1 
F«nutiMi  «r  tiM  Ckwak— Tlw  Bw.  J«l»  AWn— IMtWob  | 
of  Lknd»— DariaI-Qro«l»d~TnklDlBt-OrM*A'-^]>*MripU«B  of 

the  Village  in  1664.  ' 

I 

On  the  third  day  of  September,  1635,  at  the  Gen- 
eral Court  held  at  Newtowoe,  aflerwards  Cambridge, 
it  «ts  thus  ordered : 

"There  shall  be  a  plantation  aattled  aboat  two 
miles  above  the  falls  of  Charles  River,  on  the  north-  ' 
east  side  thereof,  to  have  ground  lyin-:  to  it  on  both  } 
udes  the  river,  both  upland  aud  meadow,  to  be  laid 
«iit  Iwmfter  aa  the  court  ahall  Appoint.** 

The  falla  of  Gbttiw  Rifer  bere  referred  to,  are  the 
falls  at  Newton,  and  although  tha  distance  above  the 
fills  is  understated  in  the  record,  yet  the  place  desig- 
nated can  be  none  other  than  that  now  occupied  by  . 
iIm  village  of  Dedham.  Tbk  order  was  the  fiet  wbieh  | 
pioaUned  the  existence  of  the  settlement  of  D(-dhuui,  j 
and  thp  record  therefore  properly  ptaiids  at  the  begin- 
ning of  it«  written  history.    It  marks  with  certainty 
the  time  when  the  settlement  had  been  defimtely  de-  . 
lenniMd  upon.   Before  this  time,  bowe?er,  es  the 
record  devlj  imptiei,  the  lands  degcribed,  to  some 
ext<>nt.  must  havo  Wen  fx|il(jred,  and  settlers  were  [ 
ready  to  aadertake  the  utiw  plantation.    The  settle- 
■eot  cfc  Wafteitown,  begun  in  1630,  had  alretdy  be- 
eome  alanned  ei  the  npid  inerenw  of  it*  inhabitants. 
The  tide  of  emignition  had  then  set  atroogly  to  the 
ehurcs  of  Ma.oachiuetts  Bay,  and  a  new  settlement 
bad  to  be  provided.   In  the  preceding  spring  tbe 
Geoeia]  Oooit  had  pvea  leave  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Watartown  to  remove  theauelTes  to  any  phoe  they 


*  U  writing  til*  foltowiag  biatory  of  I>«ibaiB,  I  iiavs  taken 
th«  aateriala  largely  turn  my  tMtta'B  "  BUtorj  of  Dcdbaio,"  | 

publiifatxl  in  1827;  fi"m  the  Cmitcnnial  a  l  ln--  .,f  Siitnuol  F. 
Uav«a,  in  1636;  frum  the  biirtorioal  di-^cournM  of  lh«  llev.  Dr.  | 
iMaaon,  «a4  tha  «tii«r  btatoriMl  diimian  by  ttia  patlort  of  | 
other  cbarcbe<.    The  care  aod  accuracy  with  which  these  were 
prcpAred  rendor  them  authentic  tourcen  of  hiytorv,  and  thi-y 
bate  lelt  htUr  f.,r  ifae  gleaner  in  the  history  of  the  first  two 
Mtiriaa.  i  have alao  arailed  mjaalf  of  tba  retearcbe*  of  oihant  | 
■paaftrtaia  apaolal  aubjecti ;  butwttli  tbaaa  azceptiont,  I  hare  I 
lougbt  original  aoarcea  for  historical  facts.    I  only  regret  that 
ta  tb«  linitad  tUna  glTan  for  tbe  praparation  of  tbia  hiatory,  ', 
tWabu  faaan  no  ofipairtaaity  for  gtviag  liUtioaa  «t  aallioriUaa, 
orr.rt).L.t  rarrfiil  n-viMMn  -.f  tb«  ust  whioh  arwy  biitoitoal 
work  iboQld  receive.— B.  W. 
I^BWAH,  F«b.  I,  ISM. 


should  make  choice  of,  provided  they  should  continue 
ciider  the  government.  The  Rtudenf  of  the  early 
records  of  the  colonial  towns,  and  especially  those  of 
Watertown,  will  be  au|«tsed  and  intensted  to  find 
how  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Winthrop,  the  insnfl* 
ciency  of  hind  beeamc  nn  urpcnt  and  iniiiclling  reason 
for  the  advauec  of  civihzation  into  the  interior.  It 
is  easy  to  imagine  huw  eagerly  the  pioueera,  iu  the 
aeareh  for  an  eli^ble  looation,  aaeended  the  river  above 
the  lands  already  granted  to  the  Newtowne  proprietors, 
lyin<;  above  Watertnwn,  to  the  broad  meadows  and 
wide  plateau  of  the  future  town  of  Dedham.  To  the 
eye  of  the  early  settler,  it  utust  be  remembered, 
neadowa  had  an  especial  valasi  slnoe  du^  woald  Air- 
nish  both  water  and  forage  for  his  cattle  before  tbe 
uplands  could  be  cleared. 

The  removal  i'rom  Watertown  was  gradually  ef- 
fected, and  it  is  probable  that  the  year  1635-36  was 
aainly  spent  in  jntepacation  for  eceopyiog  the  near 
settlement.  The  fact,  however,  that  in  the  register 
of  births  and  deaths  io  Dedham  are  recorded  the 
births  of  two  children  in  June  aud  July  of  1635, 
wocdd  seem  snffideDt  to  prove  that  tbe  plantation 
was  aotnally  b^n  io  that  year.  It  is  said  diat  there 
were  twelve  ti  these  pioneers  who  first  planted  their 
riidc  houses  upon  the  plains  of  Dedhatii.  Although 
the  namce  of  all  these  oaoDOt  now  be  asoertaioed,  yet 
among  those  who  were  here  as  early  ss  1635  wwe 
donbtlaas  ESdward  Alleyna,  Pbilemon  Daltoo,  Samnel 
Morse,  John  Dwight,  Lambert  Genere,  llieliard 
Evered,  and  lialph  Shepherd,  Capt.  Thoma.s  Cake- 
bread  was  the  military  man  of  the  oompaoy,  but  he 
never  eaaie  as  a  aetder.  Mr.  Robert  Fealte  was  a 
prominent  nuin  at  Watertown,  and  although  hia  name 
was  first  aabscribed  to  the  covenant,  and  he  had  an 
allotment  of  land,  he  never  removed  here.  Possibly 
Abraham  8haw  was  one  of  tbe  number,  as  his  house 
and  goods  at  Watertown  were  bnmed  about  this 
time. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  September,  1636,  upon  the 
petition  of  nineteen  settlers  for  a  confirmation  of  the 
grant  of  the  previous  year,  and  to  distinguish  the 
town  by  the  oaine  of  Oontentment,  the  General  Court 
ordered  "  that  the  plantation  to  be  settled  above  the 
falls  of  Charles  River  shall  have  three  years  immu-> 
nity  from  public  eluirjes,  and  the  name  of  the  plan- 
tation to  be  Dedham ;  lu  eujuy  all  thai  laud  on  the 
southerly  aod  easterly  side  of  Charles  River  not  for- 
merly  granted  to  any  town  or  psrtieular  person.s,  and 
a!~o  to  have  five  miles  square  on  tbe  other  side  of  the 
river.  ' 

This  is  to  be  considered  as  the  act  iucurporatiug 
the  town,  as  it  eonfoned  the  name  by  wbieh  it  has 
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always  been  known.  No  definite  reason  can  be  tnh 
sigoed  for  the  change  made  in  the  name  selected  by 
the  ]MAitt(ni«n;  bii  it  hu  been  eugg^ed  tlMt  John 
Dwight,  John  Rogen,  and  John  Kige  were  emignmte 

from  Dedham,  in  Suffolk,  EnghUMl,  whioh  tUJ  tRlil- 

factorily  account  for  it. 

The  territory  included  in  this  graot  to  the  Dedham 
proprietors  wai  magnifioeut  in  Hi  extent  awl  aotae- 
what  indefinite  in  it*  boandariea.   On  the  aontberiy 

and  easterly  »ide  of  the  river,  it  included  the  present 
town  of  Hedham,  with  the  portions  that  have  been 
annexed  to  West  Rozbury  and  Hyde  Park,  the 
towna  of  Norwood,  Dover,  a  portion  of  Natidc,  Hed- 
field,  Walpole,  Norfolk,  Franklin,  Wrentham,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  Bellingham.  On  the  northerly 
find  westerly  sido  of  the  river  the  grant  of  five  miK -f 
square  included  l>edliam  Island,  then  a  neck  of  land, 
Needhan,  Wdlealej,  tbe  greater  portion  of  Natidc, 
three  tbonaand  four  hundred  acres  in  the  town  of 
Sherborn,  and  the  town  of  Medway.  BesidcH.  three 
hundred  aen-fj  had  been  purchased  near  the  lioxbury 
line,  by  the  proprietors,  of  Philemon  l>ahon,  John 
Dwigbt,  and  Lambert  Genere,  who  bad  boiigbt  of 
Samuel  Dudley. 

The  eaflterly  Loundary  of  the  territory  then  was  not 
Neponset  River,  owing  to  grants  to  T.srael  Stoughton 
and  others  which  intervened,  but  a  century  after, 
Neponaet  River  beoame  tbe  bonndary-line  between 
Stoughton  and  Dedham.  It  required  many  commit* 
tees  and  much  nepniation  Buh^equcntly  to  define  the 
boundarica  between  Dedham  and  Koxbury  and  Dor- 
chester. 

This  grant  of  tbe  General  Court  In  oonftrmatlon 
and  enlaigeoieDt  of  the  grant  of  a  plantathm  made 

in  1G35  w:ia  maile  to  the  ninete<'n  pwons  who  were 
petitioners.  They  were  the  sole  owners  of  the  land 
until  they  should  admit  new  associates.  The  names 
of  these  petitioners  and  proprietors  were 


Edward  Allejioo, 
Abraban  Bbsw, 

.^arnucl  Miirtfi, 
Pbilewou  Ditlt^iu, 
Btekiet  RolUnaa, 
Juhn  Kin^«l>urjr, 
Julin  Dwi^lit, 
John  Cix.liilne, 
Richard  Bv«r«<i, 
John  Howanl, 


Lambert  UcDcre, 
NMalai  Phimps, 

ltAl{>h  Slic]>h«rd» 
John  <t«yo, 
Thuinuj<  Unrtlctl, 
FraooU  Au«t«a, 
Jobs  Rogrr*, 
Jit'epli  Shuw, 
William  BwMtow. 


While  it       'ru<-  tliiU   llie  ninetoen   iii»'n  whoso 
names  arc  signed  to  the  petition  should  bo  regarded  , 
as  the  nominal  foooders  of  tbe  town,  jet  only  a  few  ' 
of  ihem  were  long  identified  with  tbe  plantation  or  j 
had  any  permanent  inflaenoa  upon  its  fntnre  growth.^ 


Edward  Alleyno,  who  had  come  from  Watertown  the 
preceding  year,  was  doubtless  the  principal  man  of 
tbe  company.  That  be  was  a  man  of  edncatioo,  ih« 
records  of  tbe  first  two  years,  made  by  him,  are  ample 

evidence,  and  the  covenant  drawn  by  him  shows  that 
ho  was  a  man  of  PxcclK'nt  capacity.  He  af\nrw:»rd8 
obtained  a  grant  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a 
aetdeinent  at  Bogastow  (Bast  Hedway),  bnt  b«  died 
suddenlj  while  attending  the  General  Cbnrt  in  1642, 
without  having  begun  his  new  plantation.  Abraham 
Shaw,  having  ohfained  leave  to  erect  a  corn-niill  on 
Charles  River,  died  in  1638,  without  beginning  bis 
enterprise,  and  Joseph  Shaw,  his  son,  removed  to 
Wejmotttb.  Eiekiel  Holliman  rsuMioed  ooly  a  short 
time,  and  then  removed  to  Salem,  and  became  an 
adherent  of  Roger  Willianii^.  He  subsequently  went 
to  Rhode  Island,  and,  it  is  said,  baptized  Roger  Wil- 
liams at  Providenoe.  Philemon  Dalton  removed  to 
Ipswidi,  Ralph  Shepherd  and  Niebolas  Pbillips  to 
Wtymouth,  William  Rearefltow  to  Scituate  after  a 
few  years,  and  Fr;inei«  AuNten  to  Hampton.  John 
Coolidge,  Thomas  Ikrilett,  and  John  Rogers  prob- 
ably never  removed  from  Watertown.  Of  those  who 
remained  here  as  permanent  settlers  were  Lambert 
Genero,  John  Oay,  Jolin  Kingsbury,  and  John  How- 
ard. Kichard  Evcred  wa.s  tlie  pro'jenitor  of  the 
Dtidhttm  family  bearing  the  name  of  Everett.  John 
Dwigbt  waa  for  sixteen  years  a  seleetman,  and  died 
here  in  1661.  It  was  from  bim  that  Dwight's  Brook 
took  its  name,  and  his  house,  which  stood  near  the 
brook,  on  High  Street,  near  the  ea«iterly  ahutmeut  of 
the  railroad  bridge,  was  not  removed  until  the  con- 
stmetion  of  tbe  rulrosd  in  1849. 

The  settlement  was  now  in  tbe  poiod  of  its  '^n0D> 
age,"  »s  it  wi-  :tv'ly  termed  in  the  petition.  Its 
affairs  were  guided  iiud  direct^fd  at  first  by  those  who 
had  not  yet  removed  from  Watertown.  But  in  the 
winter  of  1636^7  there  were  some  who  bad  begun 
to  live  permanently  in  their  new  habitations.  Of  the 
motives  and  character  of  the  settlors  sve  liave  clear 
and  indubitable  assurance  in  the  covenant  which  was 
drawn  up  before  the  aet  of  incorporation.  Its  sim- 
plidty  Mid  brevity  are  admuaUe,  while  the  afMrit 
wbieh  pervades  it  shows  that  thdr  earnest  desire  and 
prominent  motive  Were  for  a  loving  and  eomforuble 
society. 

"TUB  COVBNANT. 

"  1 .       wbon  wuiw  ara  bwraBto  snbMribad,  do^  in  tb*  tar 

nr\'\  rcvcrftioc  of  .^Imk'Hfy  0<nt,  inutunll;  and  ceTerally  pruiniae 
nmctng^t  our»clvc«  and  each  to  other  to  prufws  and  prseti** 
one  truth  no  nnlin;  t»  that  mwt  pwtat  ml*  lb*  fiMBdatlOB 
wboraof  ii  trarlaating  love. 

2.  That  wa  sball  bjr  »U  mMUit  labor  to  kcsp  off  tram  im  »U 
•ecb  as  are  oontrair-Bindad^  and  noaiva  ottljr  seeb  aalo  u  as 


uiLjiiizuU  Dy  Google 


» 


BED  U  AM. 


33 


be  «i!  ^  n.'  rnny  be  ]iriibiibU  '.f  niio  Iic-art  wiih  u?.  fts  tlirit  we 
«i(b«r  knuw  or  mny  well  and  Irul/  be  informed  (o  walk  lu 
peteeaMe  ooaTwwtioii,  witb  all  oieekiMM  of  iplrit,  for  tbe  eJi- 
Station  of  tnch  otb«r,  in  tba  kDowlcd(«  mad  Mtk  of  tbe  I^^iril 
Jetuf,  ind  the  nttita*!  •DoimngMiMit  unto  all  Unponl  eoui  - 
forti  in  til  thiDga,  »eekiag  lk*  COOd  «f  «m1|  «tk«r  miof  «li 
wbicii  mftjr  b*  derived  trm  piioi. 

'  9.  That  it  at  anj  time  dillerenee  eball  arire  betwitB  par- 
t  .-  if  i  lir  «:uil  l')wi],  (lint  tl;fii  »uch  party  and  partie*  shiill 
prc»entljr  refer  all  aucb  difference  ualo  Mine  two  or  tbree  olber* 
•f  «w«iMaBei«t7,to  be  Ain7aeoorded  a«d  detenaiaed  witbovt 
iny  further  d.-Ifiy,  if  it  |io««iMy  ni.iy 

"4.  Tbut  cverj  man  tbut  now  ur  nl  any  lilue  beri'ifter  tU^ll 
have  lata  in  our  aaid  town  ehall  fmj  bU  ahare  in  all  toeh  rate* 
of  money  and  charges  of  ?ball  be  imponed  opOB  biai  ratcably 
in  proporlidn  with  other  men,  nn  also  become  fteely  cubjeot 
uto  all  taeb  ttrders  and  eonetituiion*  aa  ihull  be  noceatarily  bad 
tr  aad^  now  or  at  an/  time  hereafUr,  from  thti  dajr  forward* 
tt  Wei)  for  lOTlng  and  comfortable  aoeiet j  in  «nr  (aid  town,  aa 

:4l--M        ill.    lirii*|'»To;ii   ntrl    fliriv  ili^  c  i  Jj  li  1 1  i  u  n  <if  ''ilT  Hai  1  ffl- 

lewibip,  especially  rcfpcctiog  tbu  fear  of  Ood,  in  which  we 
dmire  i»  bqiin  and  oaatinaa  whateoavar  wa  aball  by  bla  laeing 

ftror  take  io  band. 

"  S.  .^nd  for  the  better  niiiDife«tation  of  our  true  rc«uluiik>D 
bcrrio,  every  man  *o  received  to  «ub«crtba  haraanto  hi«  nam^, 

tiMRb;  obliging  both  bimeaif  and  bia  anoeaMam  after  bim  far 
ertr,  aa  we  bave  dose. 
"  NaBH  nbaeribed  to  tha  aavanaat  aa  fbllamtb.** 

There  is  no  date  to  this  covenant  to  show  when  it 
was  drawn  up,  but  it  tuust  hav.'  bLOti  before  the  act 
of  ijtoorponitioo,  for  the  petitioners  sute  that  they 
were  M  pment  under  o»Teo«iit  One  haodred  and 
twentj-fiTc  DaBMt  an  subecribed  to  thii  coTeaaDt, 
bot  it  will  be  foundi  upon  examination  that  the  list 
contains  the  namcf?  of  some  who  were  mere  children 
when  thcj  came  with  tiieir  parentB,  and  also  ol  others 
wbocaaie  yean  after  lite  beginning  of  the  loUleiDent. 
Id  (he  fifth  daiiaa  of  the  toatrament  tiie  ioteattoo  is 
clearly  expressed  that  it  should  be  signed  by  ever}' 
man  received  into  the  society,  both  binuwlf  and  his 
sococuora  after  him  for  ever. 

In  ordar  that  thcaa  oanca  may  be  conveDientiy 
referred  to,  and  that  what  ia  known  concerning  them 
may  be  given  in  a  condensed  furm,  the  li^^t  has  been 
prepared,  with  .such  additions  as  are  furnished  from 
aalbentic  eiourccs  : 

JJ**«rt  FmAw,  W*tart4Mra.  Treamaa  May  IR,  1M1 ;  ha  narar 

reair.T.-]  i  ,  I),.4li;irii.  attlioii/h  he  hml  an  allilineiit  of  land. 

£dte<trH  AlUj/ue,  Watertown.  Freeman  March  13,  1638; 
nfiewtatlTa  fbnr  yean,  1SS0-4S;  dtad  anddenly  while  at- 
tending General  Cotirt,  Sept.  S,  T«i;. 

Samtitl  Uortf,  Watertowu.  Cuuio  in  the  "  loorea*e"  from 
LoeduB  in  1635  ;  freeman  Oct.  8,  1640;  died  Juaa  M,  t8&4. 

FkOmim  DaUtm,  WatartowB.  A  lia«a-W«a*Wf  «naM  In  the 
"Inonaw"  in  K.3S;  reoovad  tp  Btdhaa  In         aad  ftvn 
tbenee  to  Hampton  or  Ipawlab  ia  IMi;  fkaaaaD  Xanh  8,  IMd} 
diedJna«4, 1642. 
Mm  iMf^t,  Watartown.  Kanarad  in  IMft  t*  IMibaa; 
/frennan  M  .rch  V.,  IfilS;  <I1ed  Jan.  24,  1061. 

LamUrt  Gtutrt,  Watertown.    Eemov ed  to  Oedham  in 
Maj,  1M5 ;  died  Jnaa  W,  MTd. 
S 


n^  h  ;  .  ri  f , ,  rtil,  Watertown.  Removed  to  Oadbatt  in  ttS6; 
Ireemnn  May  6,  1646;  died  July  3,  16^2. 

n»l,>h  Sktjfiktrdt  Watertown.  Oaai*  ia  the  "  AbigaiP'  in 
I635,and  removed  to  Dedham  the  mmaycar,  aad  afterwards  to 

Weymoiilb,  where  he  died. 

J-hn  //uf/filu,  Watertown.  Ha  aavar  livad  In  Dadham,  iwt 
wa»  afterward*  at  Hampton. 

Mr,  Rnlpk  Whtttt^k,  Watertown.   Bdneated  at  Clare  Ra]!, 

CjiMibrid^  I'';ivcr«iti .  I'li^liiiii!.  »  ji  i  In  i' ok  iii-  ilc^rco  in 
162A  and  1631;  he  came  to  Dcdbaiu  in  163S;  freeman  March 
IS,  1«8S;  died  Jan.  II,  tS64,  at  MadSeld. 

Tli.i.xm  PitX  tli  I  .x<i,  Watertown.  He  nrvr-r  n'lrirncd  to  I>ed- 
Uiiiu,  Uut  liuU  an  ullolcnent  of  land:  frftiLuuii  May  14,  1C34; 
died  at  Sudbury  Jan.  4,  1643. 

Iltnry  I'hilltpt.  Freeman  March  13,  II53H:  member  of  ar- 
tillery eompnny,  1C40;  ensijjn  of  militia  company,  164!$;  be 
removed  to  Boston ;  be  waa  n  butcher  br  trade. 

Mr.  Timvtig  DuUuh.  Uo  wae  an  elder  brother  of  Fhilemon 
Dalton;  freeman  Sept.  T,  tdST;  edneated  at  St.  John's  CoNege, 

l"".iiiiliriil^<-,  Kli^lliliil,  whiTi.'  Ill'  t'Tik  ill-  .iii;nc  in  I  I'l  I     ;  lie  Kft  I 

been  in  office  in  England,  and  waa  called  to  be  teacher  in  tbe 
ebnteh  at  Hiau|itaa. 

Mr.  Thum,,-  r.irf'i  rami  in  the  "Planter"  in  1635  to  WRtrr- 
town.  Kducnied  at  8t.  John'a  College,  Cambridge,  where  he 
toolt  Ua  degret^  1A2P-U;  ha  was  aallad  to  tha  dmreh  at  Wo* 
bant. 

Ahralmm  ItKtttt,  Watertown.    Hi*  house  and 
homed  at  Watertown  in  1636,  and  be  removad  to 
freeman  Mareb  9, 1637,  and  died  in  1638. 

John  (holftf^f,  Watertown.  Ftaaeuiii  May  iS,  1436;  ha 
never  loiu  ivp  i  t'<  Deilhum,  )iui  hii'l  an  allutim  iit  'if  lim  l. 

yiekoiat  PhUtip*,  Watertown.  Freeman  May  13,  1640;  be 
waa  a  brother  of  Hanry  Phillips;  rsmovad  to  WeyBoulb  lata 
in  life,  and  died  September.  1(^72. 

Jnkn  ''".V"  Watertown.  Freinian  Miiy  t',  lC;;j;  itun^ved  to 
Dedham:  dic^i  March  4.  I68R. 

Jokm  Kinfitbnrjf,  Watertown.  Freeman  March  ld3d,  aad 
removed  the  same  year  to  Bedham ;  he  waa  a  repreeeatattva  ia 
1647;  be  died  in  1659. 

^wAa  Ragtrt,  Watertown,  1636.  He  probably  never  removed 
to  Dadham,  hnt  had  aa  aitotmaot  of  land. 

f'i'i'i'-!'  Afti'i.  He  wa«  here  but  u  rhurt  tiiiu',  I>iif  rmioved 
to  Hampton  ucoording  to  ijavafe;  Uie  uolo  in  Haven's  Ceoten* 
aial  addrem  respaaOnc  him  la  donbthss  an  artor,  aa  will  Iw  aeon 
by  tbe  reference  to  Winthrop'ii  History  there  cited. 

Ettkitl  HttUiman,  Had  an  allotment  of  land  in  Dedbam,  but 
remninod  only  a  year  ov  two;  1m  Mowvad  to  8aIam,aBd  theaoa 
to  Provldenec!,  R.  I. 

Joila  ffafeie/or,  WatortoWB.  Freeman  Hay  16, 163S;  he  re- 
mo  voi  to  Hain|>tun. 

iVaiAaeie/  Confeiorae.    Freeman  Jane  2, 1641 ;  died  May  U, 

J,,h<i  I'-^fttr.  Frccninn  June  2,  I'llI  :  lu'  liml  ivn  fillotnicnt 
of  laud  iu  Dedbam;  be  bad  one  .«oq  in  Capt.  Lothrop's  com- 
pany hilled  by  Tadians  at  Bloody  Brooic,  Sept.  18,  IBTi,  aad 
another  who  wai  in  Capt.  Tnmer'»  company  Ib  Kln%  PUUlp'a 
war,  and  whoie  wife  waa  killed  by  Indians. 

Marlin  I'hiltijt*.    He  wji»  in  Medfield  in  1664. 

Bf»rg  Smgik.  Freeman  May  13,  1640;  ha  oama  ftom  New 
Baehenham,  Norfolk,  in  Euglnnd;  ha  had  an  allotment  of  land, 
and  lived  in  that  pan    1       lli.iin  which  becumo  Mu  IlipM. 

Jokn  Frogrgt,  Freeman  March  13,  1648 ;  be  waa  one  of  tbe 
fModere  of  the  Dedliam  Cbnreh,  and  lived  in  tint  part  af  Dad- 
hniii  wlnrli  ln-ciimf  MrdfrM. 

^    Thomif  J/atitHgt,  Watertown.    He  probably  never  removed 


Digitized  by  Google 


34 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


FrancU  Chickrrintj.  Frfciiian  in  1640;  cAine  Id  1637  from 
the  north  pari  of  Suflbtk,  Englnod  ;  member  of  nrtillcry  com- 
piiiiy  in  IC-irt;  cnaign  and  ropmeiiUilivo  in  16-14  anU  165rt. 

Tkamat  Ai«oek.  FrwuB  ;  «««  iD  th«  llwM  with  WiD- 
tbrop ;  h*  lived  In  Dodbam  till  imd  kfUrw«rdi  mmovmI 
to  Bn.<ton. 

Wiilitm  DttUard,  Frwinaa  May  13,  1640  ^  be  lived  aad 
df«d  in  Dcdhaoi  in  1487. 

J,,  I, It  ffn '.,/,!,.-  .  I,.    }Ui        ;i  tanner  nnd  lived  in  Dorchc»tor. 
£i(iear<l  h'empe.    Frrviiiiin  March  13,  1638;  h«  probably  rc- 
Bovcd  to  Wenhaw,  and  nflarmrdft  In  Ch«liB«ford. 

John  fluifliii;/.    Freeman  March  13,  Ifl.lS;  uneof  the  foondeni 
^  «i  tbe  Dcdham  Cbiirt-h,  and  the  fir^t  ruling  older;  he  died 
April  12,  16H9. 

Timotliy  JJicitfhi.  FrMBtM  Jnao  i,  1641 ;  be  wm  a  broLber 
of  Jobn  Dwigbt;  reprefMifaUT*  for  Modfleld,  wbervba 

died  in  I)"'. 

Btury  D<i>g«jfnt,  Walertowo.  ilc  was  a  phytician,  and  never 
oania  to  Dadbnm. 

//.  .,ry  n  /  .    II.  ■  Mttw  in  1612,  and  died  in  K.-.2. 

JatHft  J/rrrinij.    Frcvmnn  iu  ;6.'>l;  he  c.nne  in  1642. 

AintAaN  AMi:  FrMunn  In  1640 ;  joined  (he  Drdhnm  Churob 
In  1640  ;  one  of  the  flrtt  deacons;  he  died  Murrh  16, 1676. 

Edicard  Juihard:  Frerman  June  16,  1041;  be  uurrltd  a 
*i.<(er  of  John  Iluntiti|(. 

Atirhott  FuwtlL  FrMDun  Jun«  2,  1641 ;  ba  can*  in  1639; 
r«pre*ent»tiTe  in  1641 ;  b«  kr|it  an  ordinary  in  Badbanit  re- 

liK.vi-.l  111  I'.ri-liii  in  I'lifi.  I  »:n  ..III'  iif  tlie  orii(inat  liictnViirs 
of  the  Scc<.<nJ  Church  there  in  ICjO,  and  waa  oalled  to  act  ai 
taaebar,  but  waa  not  approved  by  tbe  oonrt. 

.1.1,:  r.'l-ikin.  lie  came  from  T>VDn  in  IC4I;  ho  removed 
to  Ktjujiii^  .n  1640,nnd  thonee  to  New  Li>ndon,  Conn.,  and  died 
June  ^3,  16S7. 

Jiiekatl  Untim.  Ha  eania  from  Ireland  In  1646;  bia  da> 
•eendaata  removed  from  Dedban. 

liohrrt  (/ui'iH.    Frctniinn  ill  1646;  came  in  Ihc  "  Uleseing"  to 
Kozbnrjr  at  tbe  age  of  tweniy-tix,  and  removed  to  Dedbaw. 
^oawW  MiU:   He  earn*  In  1642,  and  llvad  and  died  in  Bad- 

bnui. 

Kduttrd  Cftirr.    lie  came  in  1640. 

Jo*t^k  .VA«ir.  Fraanan  May  18, 1639 1  be  ww*  aon  of  Abra- 
hair  -^Inw.  -md  removad  to  Wajmntb  ioon  nftar  bta&tbar'a 

dcceair,  iii  lO.'i!*. 

WifHa—  litcrttovr.  lie  came  in  the  "  Truelovo"  in  163  j; 
ba  ma  one  of  iba  peiitlonera  for  ineerporaUoo  of  tbe  t«wn«  and 
•ftarwardi  removed  to  Seitnate. 

John  JJuirurd.    Frccmnn  May  14.  ir.:!4  ;  he       I  in  U,r.<). 
Tkomat  BariUii,  Walerivwn.    lie  never  rcuioved  to  Bed' 


yrrdiniHiU'  .!  i'  i    <.    Frti-nian  May  l.'t,  1610;   ho  hiid  an 
allvtineitt  uf  land,  and         called  a  stiocninkor  ;  in  Auguft, 
be  bad  leave  to  go  to  England,  »nrl  nrtrr«nrd«  went  to 
St.  Catherine'a and  aold  bia  nllotBont  to  John  Frajrr/e*  Oct.  10, 
16M. 

Itenfcf  JVi>ra«,  Waterloo D.  Fm nmn  Mny  6,  iri.15  ;  bewnan 
MB  of  SaBuet  Hone;  be  removed  to  Bedham,  and  aflerwardi 
to  Sledfield;  he  died  in  Bberbom  in  1686. 

J<i%t]th  Mime,  Wnlcrtown.    Frrtnian  May  0,  103i;  »on  of 
Bamucl  MotM);  removed  to  Bedtaam;  be  died  June  26,  i6&4. 
John  KttfW.   Freeman  1641 ;  be  lived  ia  Meddeld,  irbero  ha 

died  April  l'''T. 

Jonulhan  f-uifci  hmiir.    lit:  4aujv  from  Yorkshire,  Kuglaud, 

erltbiiii  obtldren,  before  1641 ;  hii<  namo  do«aDOtapp«nr  Ifttbo 
lift  of  freemen  {  be  diad  Bao.  6, 1666w 

John  £atom,  Watrrl«wn«  Frtamnn  Maj  26, 16Ms  rtmovad 
io  Dcdhnai ;  died  Nov.  It,  1688.  » 


Mirhael  Mttcil/f.  Froelnnu  Mtty  13,  1640;  be  wna  bofv  in 
i;»S6,  at  Tntterford,  in  Norfolk,  England,  and  waa  a  doraoek 
weaver  nl  Norwich;  he  arrived,  with  hi*  wife  and  nine  chil- 
dren and  a  •arvant,abottt  midaommeTin  1637;  be  wa«  admitted 
aa  a  townsmnn  Jnty  14,  1637 ;  joined  tbe  ebunb  in  1639,  and 
war  !iclcotin;in  in  1641  ;  hi*  name  •iiin  ls  rn>t  on  the  oimmiltrc 
.  ehoeen  to  "contrive  tbe  fabriok  uf  a  mccUng-booee ;"  be  died 
t  Bee.  27,  1664. 

.John  Mm  nr.   FrMBsa  1I»;I8,1844;  ba  wna  probablj  a  aon 
of  Samuel  Murte. 
i     Mr.JoAnAUin.  Caaio  over  ia  1837 ;  freeman  Marcb  l\ 
'  163S  ;  ordained  a»  pastor  ur  teaeberof  tbe  church  April  24,  I63l>, 

ari'l  eiintiniied  in  (hut  office  until  his  death,  Aug.  1'6,  167 1. 
I      AiithuHy  f'ifher.    Freeman  May  3,  1614;  imm  at  Sylobatn, 
I  near  £je,  io  SalTolk,  England,  on  tbe  border  of  Norfolk;  he 
I  came  to  Bedbam  in  1637 1  in  hie  will  be  {■  ealled  late  of  Bnr- 
:  chewier:  lie  died  Fcl..  l",  liV.  ii, 

Thama»  Wight,    lie  coino  from  (ho  Itic  of  Wight  to  Beilbaiu 
Ha  1687 ;  be  waa  of  tbe  Hodflald  Inoorporatloa  la  18S2.  aad 
died  Marcli  17,  HIT  I 

EUnzri-  i.uthtr.  Fieeman  Mnrvb  13,  163^;  ho  came  toDed- 
boB  in  16.';7,  and  wat  one  of  tbo  Ibaadonaf  Hwohoreh;  alio 
one  of  the  foondera  of  tbe  artillery  aoaapaji  rapreaaatallva 
In  1640  and  for  many  yeera  after;  aMiatant  in  IM2  and  to  the 
time  uf  hi»  death;  captain  in  1044,  and  major  of  the  regiment 
I  aflerwarde;  be  wat  town  clerk  Iweotjr-tbree  jrcara  and  veloei- 
I  man  twenl^'nine yeara;  bodied  Nov.  13, 1673. 

/.'..;., f  //,,,. ,i',,.V.  ]-;,>  Mijin  .March  1*.  HV'S rmo  of  tbe 
1  founders  of  the  church  Nov.  16^^^;  member  of  the  artillery 
I  eompaay  ia  1646 1  removed  to  HedBold,  where  bo  aided  ta 
'  founding  (be  church  ;  and  thence  to  lladley,  where  he  resided 
for  several  ycari),  and  iifterKurdit  (o  Deorfleld,  "and  there  waj 
,  gutberiag  bit  ba^^  e.^-t  in  the  coru-field«  when  be  was  killed,  with 
bia  thrao  aoaa,  wbea  Capt.  Lotbrop,  with  tbe  flower  of  Ewex, 
I  fell  at  Bloody  Brook.**  fSavageV  Oeneologieal  Biot.) 

./i>An  Aiiaoii.  F'roemau  .NIarch  13,  I63.S;  he  came  (<>  DoifaaiD 
,  in  1637,  and  was  one  of  the  fuunder*  of  the  Bedbaui  Cbnreb; 
I  he  died  In  May,  1661. 

Joltii  Fi'firr.     It  i«  iinprv!i»ible  to 'flfnrifv  ),iR'.  :  hi-  p'lii-o  in 

the  order  of  nautc*  iiid)<>»(«e  that  be  came  with  .lolm  Luroa 
i  and  Thomaa  Flahar,  aad  may  have  baan  a  brether  of  the  latter. 

Thin-im  Fi.krv.  Freemiin  March  4,  16.'>.4,  and  oaino  tO  Dod- 
^  ham  in  16::':  he  wa>  io  Ciuiibridge  in  16.HI. 

Ju4>fih  l\  imjultni  xf.  Freeman  1611. 
j  Gti»a*  Ontrilomt.  Ueoame  from  London  in  ihu  "  TriK'Niv  e" 
I  in  10S&;  bad  an  allotnent  of  land  in  1836,  but  proini  l^  hd 
'  not  L'omc  until  1642;  member  of  tbe  artillery  company;  be 
I  afterward*  removed  to  Seitnate;  be  waa  a  brutber  of  William 
Bearklowo ;  tbo  fbmily  name  la  properly  writlea  Bantow. 

J  An  lliilhi.d.  Freeiirui  M.ij,  K',  l''J";  e  nn.'  in  M'-.Tft,  aad 
waA  either  the  elde«t  ^un  or  n  brulhcr  oi  William  liullard. 

Tkumm  l^dtr.  He  eame  to  Bedbani  in  1840;  reiAvvod  la 
Bi<»ton  iu  1647,  where  he  died  0«t.  28.  1663. 

Jntfjih  Moftf.  Xothiug  i*  known  of  bim  except  that  he  re- 
moved to  .Salii'bury,  where  hi*  wife  died  in  16^6. 

Jrgrt^  Ming*gt.  Freemaa  May  18,  164(1,  and  aDerwardi 
removed  to  Hampton. 

Jamti  A'liii.  Freeiiiiin  in  1 1' 1 1  .  i  lUU' In  r/i'illi.-i  m  in  163V; 
he  waa  •  oouaia  of  Kev.  John  Atiiu,  and  received  a  legacy  is 
bia  will;  be  wa»  received  into  fho  UedflaM  Cbwrob,  Oct.  S, 
1646,  iiixl  died  i^ept.  27,  1676. 

llinh'i-.    Freeman  May  1.1,  I64U,  diied  June  IS, 
1644 ;  be  gave  hie  Mnall  catatc,  by  hi*  will,  to  the  poor. 

Thomat  Jordan.  He  wa«  probably  uf  Borehetter,  and  never 
lived  here;  bie  daughter  Hannah  waa  probably  married  to 
Iiaao  Ballard. 
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/mAiw  /Vil«r.   ri«M««  May  >.  IM* ]  b«  Hr«d  in  tbat  port 

of  De  iliriiii  whi.'h  lk«cftine  Me<lfltl.| ;  rcprr.-rntuiire  in  1653, 
aod  fix  ;ear«  more.  Mid  di«d  in  1674;  be  wac  a  deacon  of  the 
ehireb. 

dkritiopker  .S'mi/t.  ITc  married  Marjr,  daughter  of  Jona- 
tbto  Farerbanke,  bnt  tbore  it  do  evidence  that  he  ever  lived 
in  Dedbau. 

J^im  Tkmfym.  Freeman  May  10,  1643;  be  Mine  from 
VrcothuB,  ta  Suffolk,  Englund,  a  carpenter,  in  tb«  "M»rjr 
Add."  ur  VaruMtll,lll  1437;  bl<MtM«  wM  pBitlj  ia  ll«tll«M, 
•etgff  in  16&I. 

JctfH  Cbirtt,  B»  man  pnlhMy  Ittm  Dofftbaitor  to  t>tA- 


and  reinoveil  to  Me  !f.<-1 1. 
Tknmiif  ICiiHirt.  lit-  wa<  in  Oviihum  io  1642:  be  afterwardc 
lirnl  in  Ciiiiibridge,  Sudburf,  and  Sberbom;  on  Feb.  1,  Wt, 
be  Mffered  by  tbe  ladiaor,  wbo  t>Drn«d  bi«  buildings,  killed 
bit  wife  And  fome  of  bt«  ehlMren,  and  curried  away  other* 
captii  e, 

Ptter  Woodward.  Freenuui  U»s  11$.  1642;  be  wu  topre* 
NBtatirs  in  1««5.  \m,  Wl9f  bo  died  Mar  9,  IMA. 

n.^.ni-      icl-lnud.   He  came  tu  OodhMl  Id  IMS;  b«  re- 
Bovcd  tu  the  Xo.rragaose(t  Country. 
/«i>  Gaild,    PreeoMi  May  10, 1943 :  admitted  to  tbe  ehanb 

July  17,  IfitO;  hedi«"dOot.4,  lt*iS2;  he  Imd  Uud"  in  Wr.  niVian, 
and  Me<lfi«'ld  ;  tie  wa:*  the  progenitor  uf  the  nuiiieroua  family 
ttf  tbe  naae  in  Dedben. 
Samiui  Jltilleynt.    Frecmnn  June  2,  IMl ;  bo  wae  deaoon  of 

Ibeebarch,  und  died  Jan.  IA,  ITiUl'. 
Ruh^-i  Gou-rn.     Freeman  16U. 

i/ay4  iSVarry.  Came  in  the  "Fortuae"  to  Plymovlb  ia 
IISI ;  be  aAonrsrd*  rettOTod  to  IMfaam.  wbere  bia  wife  aad 

(laugblcr^  were  ndmitted  to  the  r)iiir.  h  in  li.Ui.  h«  nniDv.'I 
MOD  after  to  Ljrnn  or  Salem,  ur  may  have  returned  tu  Eng- 


aeeotding  to  tiaditioa.  bnraed  at  tbo  itake;  two  «f  bla 

.Tnsfph  nnd  ,fo!in,  f._-l(U-.l  in  Mcdficld. 

Ueo-i/e  Fagtrbniitr.  Uo  waa  tbe  eeoond  MB  of  Jooatbao 
Vayotfaaako,  and  namvod  to  ModBeM,  aad  aftorwarde  (o  8h«r- 
born  ;  he  was  not  on  the  li»t  of  freemen;  ho  diod  .'nti.  10,  IR^S. 

Timvihg  Diciijht.  lie  waa  the  «on  of  Juhn  DwigUi,  siud  o:uua 
to  Dedbam  with  hi«  father  in  163j,  when  about  five  years  of 
age;  freeman  in  16&&;  repreeontatiro  ia  1S78  andlOSI^aad 
]>erlinp8  later;  town  oltrk  ton  yean;  toleotman  twentj-fbnr 
years;  be  died  Jan.  .31,  171^. 

Amdrfo  Dewing.  Freeman  io  1646;  member  of  artillery 
eompeay  la  1644. 

J.j,r;.w.v:,  . ..   Freeman  In  1643. 

Ralfih  i  I  '  tmaH. 
John  Hice. 

JtitHitl  I'l.Hti.  Preeinnn  in  I69>1:  be  died  In  February,  l6Wj 
bio  «on!i,  Kphruim  and  John,  settled  in  Wrvnthiim. 

,/,,",((  //i.ifj/itoH.  lie  probnbly  came  in  the  "  Abigail"  from 
Loudon  wbco  quite  yoong ;  be  remorcd  to  I.nn<  ji<ter  aktout  16ft3. 

JoMaHan  Fajftriankt,  Jr.  Ho  waa  tbe  ymmgeet  aoa  of  Jon- 
athan Fayerbanke,  and  oau*  with  hbi  fblbor  when  a  «bild{ 
freeman  in  IGIM. 

JciMae  Kefee  (properly  Palea).  Freeman  in  1673;  ho  lived 
in  that  part  of  Dedhnin  wl  i.  b  )  cr'anie  Medficld. 

Thitmar  MrtrnI/.  Frccuinn  tn  165^:  youngeat  (on  of  Miohaoi 
Metealf;  deacon  of  tho  ebvrab;  npreeentatltro  In  1691;  dtod 
Nov.  16,  1702. 

neiom  /nllip.  Froemaa  in  Ifl7X;  bo  came  ia  1643;  en> 
>ign  ;  repreemtatiro  io  1672, 1676,  and  1636;  died  Sept.  S3, 

itfUO. 

Thamaw  fttynt.   Froenaa  June  2, 1641 ;  died  Anf .  8, 1686. 
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Grorgr  iStirh'r.    Iloi  iimr  in  Ifi^S;  iiieniWr  ot  the  artillery 
company  in  lC4tt;  treenian  May  IC,  1647  ;  he  removed  Ut  liod- 
waa  ropraaontalivo  ta  1666-60,  aad  tba  ebiof  mllttia 


Jamf*  Jnrdan.  Ho  waa  tbe  father  of  Tbomaa  Jordan;  be 
died  in  April  Of  May,  16SS,  and  In  bia  will  upealnoT  biaafa 
and  infirauty. 

JVatioatef  Wkttiny.    Freeman  May  18,  1649;  be  eame  to 

Dtdham  in  Iflll.  iif  [iiart  ii'  I  II  ;i  n  iK^h,  eldest  danj^litrr       ,1  a 

I>wigbt;  he  m  eAul  to  have  lived  io  that  |i»rt  of  Dcdhvm 
vbicb  beeotto  Modlield. 

Benjnmin  Smi'lk.    Freeman  June  2,  1641. 

£icltari{  Eiticr.  lie  married  a  dangbtarof  I^amhen  Ucuure, 
bat  bia  name  doct  not  appear  upon  ihu  lint  of  freemen. 

Awtlm  Kilkam,    Freeman  June  2,  1041;  be  came  from 
Salem ;  remoirod  to  Wenham,  and  atlerwarda  to  Chelmvford. 
/  It-ihrri  ir<irr.    Freeman  May  26,  1647;  he  came  in  1643; 
Bwmber  of  ibe  artillery  oompaay  ia  1644;  he  married  Marga. 
rtttdaagbter  of  Jobn  Roatlag;  hli  datt(ht«r  narrled  Jtev. 

Samnfl  Mu:!,.  ..f  Wrtiitlii.r.i,  ;ind  Ml  Ml^  JtObOft  WafO^  Was 
«B«  of  the  teltlerf  of  Wrenlbam, 

nioBNia  Bujftt.  He  ti  not  oa  tbe  Ilat  of  AfaenMn,  aad  ro« 
aiOTed  to  Bu»tun. 

J'tkn  fat/trbtinti.  lie  wai  probably  tho  eldoet  Son  ol  Jona- 
than Fairl>ank«,  who  died  Xov.  IS,  IfiS-l. 

ifmy  &le««r.   Be  died  in  Modfiold,  Jaly  21, 16^3. 

n«na«  tltrrimg.  Game  to  Dodham,  In  1641. 

Jo\a  I'lymplon.  Freeman  probably  May  10,  1643;  he  came 
fTMa  Rozbary  to  Dedbam  ia  1642;  be  remored  to  DeerSehland 
vol  atrgeaat ;  bia  loa  Joaatbaa  waa  killed  by  tbe  Tndlana,  Sept. 

1^,  1875,  rit  nt  iy  IV^ok,  and  two  yeara  after  tic  »  taken 

ca|)ttvehim»elf  by  tbe  Indiana  aadearried  towarda  Canada,  and. 


Nathaniel  wa«  killed  by  the  Indiana  at  Wrenlhuu),  March  8, 
1676. 

\y,r>;.,.u  Arrri/.  Freeman  in  1677;  a  physician  and  apotbe. 
cikry  ;  uumbur  of  tbo  artillery  eompiiny  in  lCj4;  livutrnunt  of 
ti>wn>  company  in  1673 ;  representative  for  Springfield  in  IfiOS); 
died  at  Boiton,  March  1  k,  1 6S7,  nged  about  tixty -flTO  ycara ;  be 
made  a  doaatlon  of  »ixty  pounda  to  the  town  for  a  Latin  «abool 
in  IGSO. 

Jokm  Aldi:  He  waa  a  wn  of  Nathaa  Aldia;  deaeon  of  tbe 
diureb,  aad  died  Dee.  21.  1700. 

.Iiihit  If.;.'  ..  Hf  vT  15  n  s-in  of  Hotiert  Mn»on,  who  removed 
from  Itoxbury  to  Dedbuin,  where  he  died  Oct.  16,  1667;  be 
marriod  a  daagbtar  of  Jofaa  Baton,  May  3, 1631. 

/•(luc  lUiUard.  lie  wa<  a  »on  of  Willlnm  liulhud,  and  OaOM 
with  hid  father  when  a  child  ;  bo  ilied  in  1A76. 

Ctiriitliui  f'i'hrr.  Freeman  May  2,  IfilSI;  he  wai  a  son  of 
Anthony  Fiaher;  he  lived  in  that  part  of  Dedbam  wbioh  be- 
eame  Wrentham;  reprcMntattve  under  tho  now  ebarlcr  in 
IC92,  and  died  Jan.  2,  ICOy. 

Juin  I'aHriiigr.    He  was  of  MedOeld. 

Jnmmt  thvptf.  Freemaa  ia  1690:  be  eama  to  Dedbau  la 

\Ci<:'.,  linving  formerly  lived  in  I.BDCuiilcr  and  Rokbury;  ho 

died  July  13,  1(!!(7,  aged  »oventy  tbrec  year*, 
/amee  Thot-pt<,    Frceniun  in  1C1<0. 

ffamurl  Fithtr.  He  wns  of  Wrenthnm,  where  ho  wa«  deacon 
of  the  church  ;  representative  in  1680,  and  ilied  Jan.  5,  1703. 


HuH.ird.    lie  lived  in  ili.-vt  part  of  Dadlumi  wbieh 
iMMMme  McdAeld,  aad  afterward*  at  Sberbora. 
J5f/iVe  Wo«d.    Re  married  tbe  widow  of  Jobn  Smith,  of 

iJedbum,  who  w:  ~  i' r  -  ■:.  ■  'm i -t res'-  f«)r  many  years;  he  re- 
moved to  Dorohettcr,  where  ho  died  Oct.  IW,  17t)6,  aged  aovenly- 
throe  yeara. 

Tkdr.-i'  /'."I'lT.  Ki('i'in:Ln  in1fT«:  hf  wns  a  »on  of  Tbonao 
Fiaher,  wbo  removed  (o  iiodham  from  Cambridga. 


Diyiiizea  by  Google 


36 


HiiSTOllY  OF  NOKFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  covenant  way  be  considered  as  the  ooDstilotion 
einbod)iiip  the  ^( m  ral  principles  and  purposes  of  the 
company.  Bui  in  the  work  of  organiziii|<;  their  gov- 
cromcot  tbcy  also  displayed  that  remarkable  capacity 
whidi  eharactenied  the  Puritan  coIoniBta,  and  in  ae- 
oaring  the  titles  to  their  lands  and  providin-;  for  the 
common  weal,  tiny  :uIi)pti<J  laws  and  regulations 
similar  to  those  under  which  they  and  their  ant^ors 
had  lived  for  oentarias. 

The  inhabitants  having  aoqnind  the  right  to  malce 
lawa,  exercised  it  for  three  years  in  their  aggrc{^tc 
capacity.  But  as  theafiain;  nf  tlir  plantstion  rpf](iired 
monthly  town-meeliogs,  these  diverted  them  from 
their  neoeaaaiy  buaineBN,  and  in  1639  they  delegated 
all  their  power  to  aeven  men  to  be  eheeen  annually. 
The  flOWen  of  these  seven  men  were  coextensive  in 
every  respect  with  those  of  the  town  in  legal  town- 
meeting  ai^scmbled,  excepting  that  they  were  sub^^- 
quently  prohibited  firom  making  free  granta,  from  ad- 
mitting tovMmetti  and  from  making  dividends  of 
lands.  The  seven  men  kept  records  of  their  doings 
and  in^ortwl  them  in  the  town  records,  and  they  are 
recorded  promiscuously  among  the  doings  uf  all  the 
proprietoi*.  They  net  monthly  for  many  years,  and  | 
passed  many  neoesMry  by-laws,  for  the  establishment  j 
of  highways  and  fences ;  for  the  keeping  of  cattle 
and  swine  and  horses ;  for  kecpintr  a  proper  register  ' 
of  land-titles,  and  of  birtlii>  aud  marriages;  for  the 
support  of  sehools  and  religion ;  for  additbhal  bounties 
fbr  killing  wolves  and  wild>oats»and  for  the  extinguish- 

meut  of  Trulian  claims. 

The  projirietors  wen;  extremely  anxious  lest  any  , 
unfit  persona  should  gain  admittance  to  their  society,  . 
and  by  an  ordinance  it  was  declared  that  every  man 
•honld  l^ve  information  of  what  he  knew  concerning 
any  man  cnmiiv^  into  the  towo,  before  he  shouM  "  be 
admitted  into  the  society  of  such  as  seek  peace  aud 
ensue  it."    No  person  in  covenant  should  bring  his  j 
servant  with  bim,  and  thereby  entitle  the  aervant  to  a  | 
lot  of  Intid.  without  bringing  testimony  of  a  good  ' 
character  before  he  should  be  permitted  to  reside  here. 
Nor  could  any  proprietor  sell  his  lot«  without  leave  of 
the  company.   The  purpose  of  these  ordinanees  was 
to  protect  the  pbmtation  from  such  as  should  be  con- 
trary-minded,"  in  the  language  of  the  covenant.   It  is 
t'l      remembered  that  a  leading;  idea  uf  the  colonists 
was  to  build  up  a  bomogeueous  buciety,  where  alt 
slmuM  bo  of  the  same  religious  belief,  aad  fiom  its 
ftllowship  all  othetn  were  to  be  o^elttded. 

In  the  allotment  of  lands,  each  married  man  had  a 
home  lot  of  twelve  acres,  with  four  acre,«  of  awamp-  I 
land,  and  each  unmarried  man  eight  acres,  witii  three  I 
tares  of  swamp-land.  The  viUage  was  laid  out  in  ' 


lots  of  similar  sise,  and  all  having  a  margin  of  meadow. 
So  aceiirately  wr-re  tliesi;  lots  defined,  lliat  not  many 
j-ears  since  a  plan  showing  the  lots  first  granted  in 
Dtidham  village  was  made  from  the  description  in  the 
proprietors*  book  of  grants,  and  some  of  the  lines 
verified  by  an  actual  survey.  Kxce]iiiii'4  iho  home* 
li*t.s,  all  the  lands  ciihivated  Were  itu:lo.-id  in  coramon 
6clds.  In  16-12  the  proprietors  agreed  that  two  hun- 
dred acres  south  of  High  Street  should  be  made  a 
common  tiilsge  field,  and  that  each  proprietor's  share 
therein  should  be  marked  out  by  the  seven  men 
chosen  fr)r  the  purpose.  This  common  plough-field 
was  surrounded  by  a  fence  made  at  the  common 
chsrge.  The  wood-reeves  decided  the  number  of 
rods  of  fbnce  to  be  made  by  eoeb  owner.  Thb  field 
was  to  be  cleared  every  year  by  October  12th,  in  order 
that  the  cattle  tiii'_du  be  turned  into  it.  After  the 
limber  was  cleared  t'rom  the  bome-lotS|  then  the  in- 
habitants were  to  obtain  leave  of  the  wood-reeves  to 
cut  wood  and  timber  from  the  common  lands.  After- 
wards woodlands  were  a^igised  to  the  proprietors 
according  to  their  services  an  l  ju  r  t.  Besides  these 
lands  there  were  herd-walks  or  common  iic^eding  lands 
for  the  cattle.  These  wero  burned  over  annually  for 
many  years.  By  an  ordinance  of  1637  absence  from 
town-meeting  was  punishable  by  a  fine,  one  shilling 
for  the  first  half-hour,  and  three  shillings  for  the 
whole  meeting.  In  Hi'i\f  it  was  required  that  every 
householder  should  provide  a  ladder  for  his  honss 
under  a  penalty  of  five  shillinj^.  A  loog  ordinance 
for  the  establishment  of  hi^hwayg  wa.s  pap-sed  in  1G37. 
Officers  called  wood-reeves  were  clio.seti  annnally  for 
burning  over  tiie  herd-walks,  to  give  orders  for  cutting 
wood  and  timber  on  the  common  lands,  to  cause  the 
ordinance  respecting  laddera  to  be  observed,  to  collect 
the  penalticii  for  trcspafscs  on  the  common  land.s,  and 
to  view  fences,  and  cause  them  to  be  repaired.  One 
of  the  earliest  of  the  ordinances  declared  that  there 
should  not  any  waters  become  appropriated  to  any  par- 
ticular man,  but  should  rest  for  the  common  beneficof 
t!ie  whole  town  for  matter  of  fishing.  Another  ordi- 
nance provides  for  lite  discovery  of  mioes  in  the 
town,  reporto  having  been  made  a  oopper-mine  at 
Wrentham,  and  a  bright  and  shining  metal  near  a 
brook  in  Natick. 

Such  wa.s  the  manner  in  which  the  settlers  organ- 
ized their  town  goverumeat.  Worthington,  iu  his 
History  (1827),  makes  the  following  just  rsfleetioos 
concerning  the  mrenmstancss  under  which  they  noted : 
"  Here  in  the  woods  at  Dedbam  a  number  of  strangen 
mot,  who  Viad  come  from  various  places  in  England, 
and  had  probably  acquired  some  slight  knowledge  of 
the  inlentions  of  ench  other  when  th«y  Ant*  sot  oint 
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from  Watertown  to  conoi'  lu  re.  There  wcra  then  no 
general  law?  in  the  colony  to  rcgulnte  their  %'arioa8 
interests  or  tlieir  cotumoii  ontcrprues.  It  vha  after 
the  eouing  of  the  Ant  iohebitaoti  to  this  plees  that- 
the  General  C<mrt  delegated  powets  to  theadeetmeii  to 
exf^cufe  accordirii;  to  their  best  discretion  what  wn<! 
al'terwards  rppilafe<l  by  ironcml  fitatntp<».  Thrv  !iad 
the  common  intent  of  dwelling  in  the  town,  and  they 
formed  a  eivti  society  oat  of  its  firet  simple  eleroente. 
TKt  V  actually  did  what  theorists  have  ooiqeotored 
miuht  hv  dono  in  such  a  caso.  luit  of  wliich  they  could 
n<  vcr  exhibit  a  well-authenticated  instanc*>.  The 
colonial  government  was  given  by  a  charter.  It  was 
the  offapviog  of  royaltj.  The  Dcdhan  Society  origi- 
nuted  in  n  compact,  and  its  lava  derived  their  force 
from  the  mnsmt  nf  the  people.  It  was  the  begio- 
aiD<.'  of  the  American  system  of  government.'' 

To  some  of  the  men  who  laid  these  foundations 
anwloii  has  been  made.  Edward  Alteyne  died  in 
IQ^aod  bat  knvf  the  oriL'inal  nineteen  petition* 
ers  even  then  remained.  In  lUriT  tlm  company 
received  important  aoceesiona  by  the  admission  of 
seveftl  men  of  superior  character  and  intolligeoee. 
AmoBj;  these  were  Mr.  John  AlliOt  invited,  it  is  said, 
to  become  the  teacher  in  the  church,  Eleazer  Lather, 
Micliiicl  Mcfcair.  Anthony  Fisher,  and  Jonathan 
Fairbanks,  all  of  whom  remained  and  identified  them- 
telTcs  with  the  town.  Of  Mr.  AlKn  man  will  be 
taid  in  oonneotloo  with  the  aeeovot  of  the  gathering 
of  the  church  hereafter.  But  iircb.iMy  Eleaier 
Lushpf  maintains  the  most  eminent  pusltii^n  amnnn 
the  real  founders  of  the  town.  IIo  waa  the  leading 
nan  all  his  lifttime,  and  directed  the  moat  important 
«&in  of  the  town.  He  was  town  olerk  for  twenty- 
thrw  years  aod  selectman  for  twcnty-nino  years.  The 
full  and  perfect  records  he  kept,  the  excellent  style  of 
bis  writings,  the  peace  and  success  of  the  pUntation 
nadcr  his  guidance  show  that  he  was  the  leader  in 
the  organization  of  the  town.  He  was  a  dopnty  to 
the  General  Cnurt  for  many  years,  and  an  a-^^mstant 
from  1662  to  tlu>  time  of  his  deatb.  which  occurred 
Nov.  13,  mi '2.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the 
celooy  as  well  as  the  town.  Johnson,  in  the  Won- 
der-Working  ProHdeocc,"  styles  him  the  •  uiinble- 
footod  captain,  a  man  of  the  right  stamp,  aii<l  l  ull  fur 
the  country."  In  the  church  records,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  ho  b  spolten  of  as  Maj.  Eleaxor  Lasher,  "  a 
■an  sonnd  in  the  fsithf  of  grant  holiness  sod  hearonij- 
mindedoess,  who  was  of  the  first  foandation  of  this 
church,  and  had  been  of  groat  nse,  as  in  the  common- 
vealth  80  in  the  church." 

The  following  couplet  was  repeated  frequently  by 
die  gsMiation  whieh  immediately  soceeeded  him : 


"WliiMi  I.u-luT  wiii  in  ijfTicc,       |Ti"uil;«  went  Wtllf 
but  liuw  ill!  V  g...  sir.co  iL  hliaim  1  ijs  to  tc5l." 

There  were  others  who  came  the  succeeding  year 
and  afterwards  who  deserre  honorable  mention,  sneh 
ss  Ralph  Wheelock,  a  man  of  excellent  edocation, 
who  went  to  Modfield  ;  Robert  Hinsdale,  also  of  Med* 
field,  and  affcrwnrds  of  Hadlcy ;  Michad  Mrtr-alf, 
always  prominent  in  the  church  and  town  ;  Wiliiam 
Bollard  and  John  Ballard,  Thomas  Palter,  Edward 
Richards,  and  John  Guild,  nnmcs  which  art  Still 
well  known  in  the  town  which  they  f  luuiiivl. 

The  company  in  l<t?>^*  consisted  of  about  thirty 
fumilie«.  They  at  tirat  met  for  religious  worship 
nnder  one  of  the  large  trees  whieh  probably  stood  on 
the  east  side  of  Dwight's  Bmuk,  lu  ur  the  lidiisieof 
.lohn  Dwight.  As  early  .is  tlii>  1st  of  F.-hrtiary, 
1638,  a  committee  w.is  chosen  "  to  contrive  the  frame 
of  a  meeiiu«:-lious«,  to  be  in  IcngUi  thirty -«Jt  feet 
and  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and  between  the  upper 
and  nether  sill  in  tho  sides  to  be  twelve  feet."  The 
pits,  or  pow«i,  were  five  feet  deep  and  four  and  one* 
half  feet  wide.  Tho  elders*  scat  and  tho  deacons* 
seat  wers  heibrs  the  pulpit ;  the  cowmiinion  taUo 
stood  bofors  these  seats,  and  was  so  ptsoed  that  tho 
eommnnicants  oonld  spproaoh  in  all  directions.  This 
house  was  not  finished  until  IHin,  Tt  was  subse- 
quently enlarged,  and  finally  pulled  down  in  1672. 

Tho  formation  of  a  ohnroh  was  attended  with 
some  delaya  and  diffionltiesL  At  first,  tho  settlen 
who  were  tnembers  of  the  Watertown  Church  re- 
quested n  >!i?!mi;*sion.  with  Mr.  Thomas  C.irtcr  as  a 
teacher.  This  request  was  not  complied  witii.  The 
people  then  requested  Mr.  Allin,  with  sneh  as  ho 
might  see  fit  to  associate  with  him,  to  undertake  the 
formation  of  a  church.  He  first  applied  tn  Mr. 
Hulpb  Whcclock,  and  tlicy  jointly  added  pic:lu  luora. 
These  agreed  to  go  out,  each  in  turn,  while  his  char- 
aotcr  and  qaslificatioos  for  cbnrdi  raemherriiip  wore 
soanned  by  tho  rMt,  thoy  agreeing  to  submit  to  the 

jndfjmcnt  uf  tlif  onmpanv,  to  bo  taken  or  k-ft  as  might 
seem  fit.  Tlio  result  was  that  Mr.  John  Allin,  Ralph 
Wbcelock,  John  Luson,  John  Frarye,  Eleazer  Lusher, 
and  Bofaori  Hinsdale  were  accepted.  Edward  A1- 
leyno,  at  fint  objected  to,  was  afterwards  received. 
John  Hunting;  was  admitted  towards  the  end  of  the 
summer,  making  in  all  eight  ready  to  enter  church 
communion.  They  endeavored  to  seenre  for  teacher 
a  Ifr.  John  Fhilli|w,  a  minister  of  repnution,  than 
recently  fW»m  England,  aod  ho  came,  only  bo  spend  n 
year. 

The  eighth  day  of  the  ninth  month  (November), 
1638,  was  the  day  appointed  for  entering  into  ohurbh 
eoTonant,  and,  aoeordiog  to  tho  usage  of  that  time, 
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letters  werf  sont  to  the  nragi-.tratcs  and  otltnr  churches, 
givin!»  them  notirt^  of  their  intention  and  rcqn«>tini: 
their  couotcnance  and  encouragemcot.  The  Gov- 
srnor  iofomed  them  t\M  no  elianh  should  be 
gMhend  witKout  the  advice  of  other  churches  and 
the  consent  of  tho  mncristrntc;.  and  arti-i  wards  ex- 
plained tliiit  tlicro  was  no  iiitoiit  to  abridu't;  rla-ir 
liberties,  but  if  unj  people  of  uu8ounci  judgtncui  ur 
enropeooa  way  shoold  privatelj  Mt  up  a  ohoreh,  the 
eOBIIDOnwealih  would  not  ao  appn)ve  them  as  to 
coTntntiiiii'alc  the  ficciiom  and  privili'^res  which  they 
did  unto  others,  or  protect  them  in  their  povcrnnient 
if  tbej  saw  their  way  dangerous  to  the  public  peace. 

In  tho  letteis  tent  to  the  eharehea  th«r  preaeDoe 
tod  •piritul  help  was  requested,  and  they  were 
represented  on  the  day  ajuKiintt'd.  Tt  was  tiirreed 
that  the  day  appointed  should  be  i^peni  in  solemn 
prayer  and  fiuting.  Mr.  Whcclock  should  begin 
with  prayer,  and  Mr.  AlKn  ahoold  fbllow,  firM  in 
prayer,  and  then,  "  by  the  way  of  exercising  his 
gift,"  should  speak  to  the  apscrubly,  and  conclude 
with  prayer.  Then  each  ol'  the  eight  persons  made 
a  pnhiic  profewioQ  of  fiiith  and  gnioe.  The  ciden 
and  Deawngeni  of  the  other  ebvrebee  and  the  whole 
people  were  then  called  ttpon  to  state  aoy  itnpadi- 
nient  to  th«  further  proceeding,  if  any  were  known 
to  them.  Mr.  Mather,  teacher  of  the  church  io 
Doieheeter,  replied,  in  the  name  of  the  reet,  that 
they  had  '*  nothing  to  declate  fion  the  Lord  whteh 
should  move  them  to  desist,"  and  gave  them  some 
loving  exhortation.  The  covenant  was  then  publicly 
read,  to  whicli  all  assented ;  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship was  extended  to  each  of  then  by  the  elders,  in 
token  of  loving  aooeptation  into  eommnnion.  Tbia 
was  the  manner  of  forming  the  church  in  Dedham. 
The  eot'enant  then  entered  into  related  to  living  in 
holy  fuliowship,  atxordiog  to  the  rule  of  love  in  all 
boly  watehfnineas  of  each  other,  to  mntual  helpful* 
neea,  and  for  the  spiritual  and  temporal  comfort  and 
good  of  one  another  in  the  Lord. 

The  chnrch  thus  gathered  was  witliout  offii-cr.s. 
Mr.  Ailin  was  requested  to  supply  the  place  of  teacher 
Ibr  a  line,  with  the  aniatanee  of  Mr.  Whedodt,  to 
see  that  its  affairs  were  orderly  conducted.  Dnring 
the  rullowin^  winter  ten  additional  moinbors  were 
admitted,  and  the  next  Hprini;  tlx-y  proeieded  tu  fill 
the  more  important  offices.  Mr.  Aliiu  was  clioscn 
into  the  teaching  office,  and  there  was  some  furtlier 
discussion  and  consultation  wirh  tho  chnrdies  as  to 
wlietluT  he  should  be  appointL-d  a"?  pastnr  or  teaclier  : 
but  Mr.  Aflin,  while  professing  liial  he  was  indifferent 
as  to  which  office  was  selected,  thought  he  was  better 
qnnlified  fbr  that  of  pastor,  and  with  the  aasentof  the 


rei-t  took  the  title  of  pastor.  Four  persona  were 
named  for  the  ofRee  of  ruling'  elder:  Raljili  Wlieelock, 
Juhn  Hunting,  Mr.  Thomaji  Carter,  and  John  Kings- 
bury, of  Watertown.  John  Hunting  wns  chosen,  and 
I  Mr  Wheeloek  was  miir])  disappointed, SO  he  had  been 
lli.niL'lit  of  hi-forc  Mr.  Hunting. 

Everything  wns  ready  for  the  ordination,  hut  still 
,  there  was  consideruble  agitatiun  aa  to  the  nature  of 
I  ordination  and  to  when  the  right  belonged.  The 
conclusion  to  which  they  arrived  was  that  the  ordi- 
nation was  Bini[ily  a  deeLiration  of  the  election,  and 
that  the  same  body  which  could  elect,  could  alM)  of 
right  ordain.  The  24th  day  of  April,  lti39,  vts  the 
tine  apptnnted  for  the  ordination.  The  dders  of  the 
neighboring  obarches  were  present,  but  look  no  part 
in  flic  services  excepting  in  giving  the  il-lil  liand  of 

1 fellowship  at  the  conclusion.    Elder  Hunting;  was 
first  ordained  by  John  AlHn,  Ralph  Wbeeiook,  and 
I  Edward  Alleyne,  they  hdng  deputed  for  the  pnrpnen. 
Tliey  laid  their  hands  on  his  head,  repeating  these 
words  of  ordination  :  "  We.  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  oidaio  thee,  John  Hunting,  into  the 
offiee  of  rnling  dder  in  this  ehunih  cf  CXurist**  Than 
Klder  Hvnting,  with  the  other  two,  laid  their  hands 
upon  the  bead  of  Mr.  Allin,  accompanied  with  prayer, 
and  in  the  name  of  Christ  and  \m  ehnreti  ordained 
i  bim  "  to  the  office  of  paator  in  the  church,"  "  the 
whole  prooeeding  on  the  pert  of  the  eldor  being 
narked  with  gravity,  comely  order,  and  with  effect* 
ual  and  apt  prayer  and  exhortation  to  the  ohurdi." 
,  Mr.  Whiting,  of  Lynn,  then  pave  the  right  hand  of 
fellowabip,  and  the  assembly  was  dismissed.    On  the 
Sunday  following  the  ordination,  noliee  was  given  Co 
chnrah  nenhen  to  hnag  tMr  ehildren  for  haptisnf 
I  and  to  prepare  themselves  for  oonmunion  on  the 
I  Sunday  after. 

No  deacon.«i  were  chosen  until  1650.    There  were 
sone  different  apprehensions  in  the  dinrdi  as  to  the 
I  nature  of  the  office.   Finally,  Jaoe  23,  1650,  Henry 
riiieken'og  and  Nathan  Aldis  were  regularly  chosen 
to  tlie  office,  nnd  weri'  ordainefl  the  ftillnwinjr  Sunday. 
^  A  year  after  Mr.  Alimii  ordination  the  number  of 
1  chnrch  OMnbers  was  fifty-three^ 

The  Dedham  Church  waa  the  fonrteenth  ehnreh  of 

Christ  under  tho  government  of  Mas-snchnscff-  Bay. 
Johnson  says,  "They  called  to  the  otfico  of  pastor 

I  the  reverend,  humble,  and  hcavcniy-mindod  Mr.  John 
Allin,  a  man  of  very  conrteons  behavior,  fhll  of  aweet 
Christian  love  towards  all,  and  with  much  meekness 
of  spirit  eontcndiiiiT  earnestly  for  tlie  faith  and  peace 
of  (Jiirist  s  ciiurches."  C'otl<m  Mather,  in  his  iifo  of 
Allin, says,  "  He  was  none  of  thofte  low-built,  thatched 

'  cottages  that  are  apt  to  eateh  fire,  but,  like  a  light- 
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hiih  &i«tle  or  palioe,  frae  from  the  oonbmticQi  of 

pts^ion  " 

The  Kev.  Joliu  Ailio  probably  came  i'ruui  Wren- 
thau),  county  of  Sufiblk,  Eoglaud,  and  vaa  born  id 
1596.  He  was  gndaated  1  Ciiiiibridgo  UnivenUj, 
and  was  a  preecher  in  England,  tboogh  it  h  uncertain 
whether  he  was  evfr  "in  onlors  in  tlu-  (Miiinli  of 
Eogland."  He  came  to  Dedham  in  ItiHl,  and  his 
infliienoe  in  both  the  civil  end  religious  affairs  of  the 
tovn  me  verj  greet  fion  the  begienlDg.  For  thie 
wwk  he  was  admirebly  fitted  hy  tempcrameot  and 
education.  Wlien  some  dicpute  arooe  in  the  colony 
respecting  its  reiatiooe  to  the  English  govcrnmeot, 
and  the  qaeation  waa  referred  to  the  roliog  eldem  ftr 
adviee,  Hr.  AlUn  wu  ehoaeQ  to  ddiver  their  opii^. 
A  dbeourse  delivered  by  him  before  the  Synod  at 
Gambridj'e  in  164S.  wliich  fnimed  the  well-known 
platform,  received  a  warm  eulogiam  from  Governor 
Wioihrop.  He  abo,  with  Mr.  Shepherd,  of  Cambridge, 
waa  the  author  of  a  Defimoe  of  the  Nine  Qneatiooa 
or  Positions,"  being  a  reply  to  aomc  charges  by  Eng.  ] 
lii>h  flivinf»J3  that  their  brethren  on  this  pidf^  had  cm- 
braced  opioioDS  at  varlaaoe  with  those  professed  ^ 
befiwe  euibarlcatioii.  Bnt  he  waa  from  diapovtion  i 
afene  to  cootfoveiay.  Hie  bietiireii  avd  townanen 
were  mach  attached  to  him.  The  church  continued 
in  great  harmnny  during  his  life.  He  reoeivcd  lib- 
eral grants  of  land  from  the  Dedham  proprietors  and 
two  hendred  aeree  from  the  Oeneral  Oonrt  at  Bogns- 
tow  in  1643.  He  took  an  interest  in  the  laboieof 
John  Eliot  among  the  Indians,  llv  was  a  man  of  | 
learoitig.  Imd  a  vip:orou.s  mind,  and  in  tlu'  discharge 
of  his  pastoral  duties  wuh  faiihfui  and  assiduous. 
OottoQ  Mather  writea  his  epitaph  thtia:  I 

**  Vir  iioc«ru«,  nmani  p««it,  p»ti«>ii»  qao  Itborum 
pOTsplcnas,  ainpiax  doflirlnia,  pant  lamtm.*' 

Mr.  AUiD  married,  for  bis  second  wife,  the  widow 
«f  Ooremor  Thomas  Dodiej,  Not.  8,  1653.  He  | 
died  Aug.  26,  1671.  After  hie  death  hia  people 
pirV)lishf»d  twtj  "f"  the  l:\st  sprmnns  he  preached, 
"writing  their  prelitce  with  tears,"  according  to 
Mather.  Tbey  also  bailt  a  tomb  or  monument  over 
hia  grave,  with  an  inaeriptioD  eat  thereon  with  the 
date  of  his  death.  Elder  Hunting  died  April  12, 
1639,  aod  the  office  of  mling  elder  waa  never  egain 
filled. 

Dnring  Mr.  AUin'a  ministry  uf  thirty-two  years 
the  neorda  do  not  ahow  any  nlea  for  hia  aapport 

He  depended  upon  voluntary  oontrl1)utions  and  the 
erantfl  of  land  from  the  proprietors.  Ail  his  huppph- 
fcn  had  salaries  voted  them  by  tbe  town,  although 
the  aalary  was  paid  by  the  people. 


When  the  proprieton  divided  their  common  lands, 
ill  li!5G,  ctL'lit  sli;ires  were  devoted  to  the  support  of 
the  teaching  church -officer.  The  shares  drew  divi- 
dends wbcrevcr  they  were  made,  of  the  common  landsi 
and  remaioed  vnaold  until  after  the  Revolation.  Sinoe 
that  time  some  of  these  lands  have  hccn  sold,  and  the 
procf-<>ds  art'  t1ie  fuods  now  belongiDg  to  tlie  fiiat 
church  iu  Dedham. 

In  1644  the  inhabitants  declared  their  tnteotioo  to 
devote  aome  portion  of  their  hnda  to  the  support  <^ 
schools,  and  granted  landa  to  tmsteea  for  raiding  a 
fund  of  tlio  annual  income  of  twenty  pounds  for  the 
salary  of  a  schoolmaster.  Tbe  town  raised  this  sum 
before  tbe  laode  became  productive^  In  1680,  Dr. 
Willien  Avevy,  formerly  of  the  Dedham  Chnrcli, 
gave  sixty  pottsda  for  a  LaUo  oehool  to  l>e  ordered 
by  the  8<'lfH;»roen  and  eldcff  Tl/is  fund  was  for 
many  years  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  but  was  finally 
lost  by  being  wrongfully  appropriated,  or  dieeredited 
by  the  operationa  of  billa  of  eiedit.  In  1695  three 
hundred  acres  of  good  land  in  Dedham  wore  granted 
as  a  school-farm  to  fupport  sch  ml.s.  This  farm  was 
sold  by  order  of  the  town  to  defray  its  ordinary  ex* 
penaca.  Thirty  yean  after,  the  town  inatmeted  a 
eonmitlee  to  reeover  thia  farm,  and  voted  a  larger 
anm  to  eany  on  the  law-suit  than  the  compensation 
received  for  it.  This  was  the  work  of  the  second 
and  third  generations.  The  first  school-house  was 
bnilt  in  1648,  and  the  nnater'a  aalary  twenty  poauda 
at  firat,  and  afterwarda  twenty-five  pound;<. 

In  1638,  land  was  "spt  out  f  ir  the  u.sc  of  a  public 
bnrinl-plaee  for  the  town  forL'vor"  fruui  tlio  lands  of 
Nicholas  Phillips  and  Joseph  Kingsbury,  who  were 
eompensated  by  the  allowanoe  of  other  land.  Prob- 
ably it  had  been  used  for  hnriale  before.  Thia  reeer> 
ration,  altliou^li  its  contents  nre  not  jrivpn.  refers  to 
the  antiL'nt  burial  plact:  in  Dodham  village,  with  its 
present  boundaries,  t-xucpt  the  additions  made  in  1860. 
A  way  to  it  leading  from  High  Street  waa  eatahltihed 
in  1664. 

In  1038  an  aero  of  firound,  upon  which  the  meet- 
ing-houijes  have  alwayn  stood,  wati  obtained  of  Joseph 
Kingsbury  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  meeting* 
booee  upon  it.  In  1641,  John  Phillipa  mid  to  the 
church  throf'  m  r.-^,  liring  another  part  of  the  same 
lot  sold  to  liini  by  Kingsbury,  bavin.:  tbe  burial- 
ground  on  the  south.  In  the  same  year  Joseph 
Kingsbury  granted  to  the  church  three  aorea  lying 
i  between  the  pereel  laac  named  and  the  neetiog*hottae 
j  acre.   In  this  way  the  church  aeqnirod  ite  title  to 

lands  in  D^dhnm  village. 
J     Tbe  "  trainiug-ground,"  a  portion  of  which  baa 
'  elnee  been  known  aa  the  '*  Great  Commmi,'*  waa 
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propriafc'J  by  the  proprietors  in  1644  for  tlie  use  of 
the  niilitarj  comjwDj.  This  graut  was  coufiruied  in 
1648,  wUk  th«  pfoviRion  aMwzed,  that  tlie  trained 
MHopaoj  sbcnild  not  approptiate  it  to  any  other  uee 
than  the  pultlic  exercise  of  the  company,  without  the 
eoDScnt  of  (he  t^elcoluien,  nor  hhould  the  ftincn 
have  power  to  diapos©  of  any  parcel  tlicreot  without 
the  oonaeut  of  the  trained  company.  In  1677  one 
acre  wia  granted  to  Amos  Fiaher  m  fee,  and  other 
persons  have  been  permitted  to  improve  portions  of 
the  irroiind.  An  stlmshousc  was  built  in  the  wf^jferly 
portion  in  111 '6,  and  iu  183G  this  building  and  land 
heloDjsing  to  it  was  sold  by  order  of  the  town.  In 
the  alienation  of  both  pareela  it  is  stated  that  the 
cutisf^nt  i  f  the  parties  inten  '^tcil  \v;is  first  obtained. 
A  liiLiiiway  laid  out  through  it  in  eompleted  all 

that  remained  to  be  done,  to  destroy  its  symmetry  and 
its  mefiilnefls  for  any  pnrpose. 

A  law  of  the  colony  forbade  the  set  tiers  to  btiild 
their  houses  above  hulf  a  iinlo  from  tin-  m^-^■liI)u'- 
boubc,  and  this  law  was  entun-ed  iur  uiore  than  fitty 
years.  .:Va  Ute  as  1C82  comploiula  were  made  that 
this  law  had  been  diaregiMrded. 

It  has  been  seen  that  in  choo6in<;  a  place  fur  the 
plantation  the  iseftler^  were  careful  (n  pioviilf  for 
their  cattle.  In  the  summer  the  cowa  and  oxen  kd 
on  the  comoion  bods  near  home.  The  herds  in- 
oreased  rapidly,  and  in  1659  then  were  four  hnndred 
and  aeTenty^lwo  cattle  feeding  on  the  common  lands. 
The  horws  were  turned  into  the  woods,  and,  tliou^h 
fettered,  broke  into  the  coro-fields.  Sheep  were  not 
introduced  until  a  later  period,  when  they  were  kept 
in  one  fleck,  and  guarded  hy  a  ah^herd  firon  the 
wolrcs.  Swine,  with  yokes  upon  their  neeka,  were 
nl!(*wi  il  t(»  nin  in  the  woods.  There  was  a  ecarcify 
of  English  gram  for  many  years,  and  io  lt)4*J  the  wet 
aeaaon  prevented  the  making  of  hay  upon  the  mead- 
ow*, and  tlie  inhabitants  went  to  Wollonomopoag  to 
out  grass.  Wheat  was  raised  until  about  1700  on 
the  newly-cleared  lands,  and  flax  wia  cullivated  to 
some  extent. 

The  village  of  Dedhsm  in  1664  is  thus  described 
in  Worthington's  History  (1827),  and  ii  probably 

gives  a  substantially  correct  idea  of  the  first  collec- 
tion <  <(  houses  built  upoo  the  plain  near  the  meeting- 

bousti : 

"  la  I6S4  BiiMtj''**  •mall  hoam,  plaoed  near  each  other, 
wers  titaated  wHhta  a  abort  dlttanoe  of  1h«  pltM  whero  the 

court  ViiniH'  rn.w  -tanJ-,  t}-.v  grcfitcr  ]i:irt  nf  tlK<m  o»tt  of  !liut 
fhkct  uni  nround  Dwigbt'i  Brook.  A  row  of  booMii  stood  on 
tb«  aorlh  tide  of  Higli  Stimk,  u  tbat  twhI  wm  then  Milled, 

wbich  extrnil--  fr  jin  Ihe  >-rM-,'  f.Vi  r  Dwi;:Tit'*  Hr'xik  Hf'«ti-rly 
by  the  c<>urt-houK«.  The  total  vnlue  of  these  hoaiM  was  fix 
baodfad  sod  alaatf -oas  pouada.    Voar  €m\j  ef  lh< 


were  valued  at  twenty  pound*  enab.  Tb«  gnatiir  namber  w«ro 
rmlueil  at  from  three  to  ten  poundt.  M oit  of  then  bouvea  war* 

btiilt   -u  'li  lifter  the  first  'iHI-iik  i.l   cun.nu  :);■<  li.     Thvrr  wits 

tbcn  vurjr  Tow  varpeiit«ra,  juiners,  or  iniisons  in  the  colony. 
Tbere  waa  no  inW'Oiill  in  tbe  leltletDent  for  nany  jtnn.  Tb* 
only  )i<>ur<li>  wbi<;h  could  bo  |ir'>cured  at  flr«t  were  tbi>»e  which 
Were  »awL-J  by  liutid.  Tbe  «HW-[>its  now  rwa,  litao'.v  that 
)x>nr(l!i  were  Skwrd  in  the  WOOdS.  The  nee<>>-»iry  mntci'iiils — 
brick*,  glaap,  and  Bail^-wsrs  ieareeljr  to  fa«  obtained.  Thoe 
bousee,  therefore,  mttsi  bava  been  eonttrnctfld  pnnei|>nlly  by 
f<irmvr!<  »t>J  nut  by  trK-cbnnicii,  nod  woro  very  rudraud  iucourcu- 
ient.  'i  hey  were  probably  log  boa«e».  Their  roofs  were  covered 
with  tbnteb.  By  an  ordiaaneoof  the  town  a  ladder  waa  oidorod 
to  extend  from  the  f;round  to  tbe  cbimncy  us  a  mib^titiite  for  a 
more  perfect  fire-ou|gtne.  Around  thme  boa«ea  notbiug  could 
bo  a«*a  bat  alnnpi,  dumay  fnnee*  ef  fMlw,  uul  aa  aaavna 

»iid  unnubdiicd  soil,  hucli  an  nil  the  lirti  iicttlcinenis  id  Xow 
Kni;'an'l  prr!>ontPd.  Tho  native  forest  treei  were  not  tuitable 
rhnde»  for  n  dn^if-ynrd.  A  cbady  trcf  wM  not  tben  aneb  an 
Of  reaable  object  aa  it  now  it,  beeauM  it  could  form  bo  agrcaabta 
dontiaai  with  eleared  groatida.  Wbero  the  ma«llng>hoaa«  af 
the  6rBt  purisb  now  -i.ui  I.-  thoro  flood  for  wore  tbwn  thirty 
yeara  a  low  building,  thirty-six  feet  long  and  twenty  feet  wide 
and  twelve  feet  bigb,  witb  a  tbatebed  roof  and  n  Urg«  tnddar 
r.-ting  on  it.  This  was  tlic  ini  uiccliog-boii«(>.  N.-  ir  l>y  was 
the  svhool-bouse,  (binding  on  an  arvu  eitj;btccn  Icct  by  fourteen 
feet,  and  rining  to  throe  stories.  Tbe  third  »t<>ry,  bowevar,  was 
n  watch-houM- of  small  din>en!>ii>n4.  The  wiitch-houfo  va*  be- 
tide the  ample  stotio  cbiuincy.  Tbo  spectator  t-tevated  on  tbe 
little  box,  culltnl  tbo  watch-buuse,  might  view  tbia  plain  oa 
which  n  part  of  tbo  present  village  atandai  tbea  a  eooMnoa 
pinugh'flold,  eontatning  a^iont  two  bnndnMl  aorea  of  elewwd 
lund,  partially  .•■nli'lui''),  vet  full  uf  -rti:ij|i-  ami  ru'ts.  Aii.und 
him  at  a  further  diftancc  were  the  herd-walks,  as  the  common 
feeding  hade  were  ealied  in  the  Inagnage  of  that  tine.  .  .  . 

The  hcrd-wal)<>  vn  rr  at  fir-t  no  brftir  ciiltivntni  than  by  oat- 
ting  doMU  trees  and  vnuymg  awny  the  wood  nnd  timber,  and 
afttrwarda,  when  it  wn.<  pnusUeahle  in  the  spring,  by  burning 
them  over  under  tbe  direction  of  town  ollleera  oallod  wood- 
reeves.  .  .  .  Tho  meadows  were  not  yet  eleared  to  any  extent, 
Bejond  the  bvrd-walks  was  a  continuous  wilderness,  wbieb  waa 
h<>coming  more  diaagrecable  to  tbe  Inhabitants,  for  tbe  eattle^ 
);oats,  and  awitts  aMm  to  bave  atlnred  tbe  wei ve*  to  tbeir  nelgb* 
I  .< .  t )  I  jod .  Tbe  dome  awamp  abeat  Wigwam  Pood  wna  aoi  yal 

clciirod." 

AAcr  King  Philip's  war  the  iubabitants  boj^n  to 
abandon  tbeir  fint  luiiitatianst  and  built  houses  in 
all  parts  of  the  town.  In  sixty  or  seventy  yean  the 
humble  village  of  tho  lint  settiot  wss  swept  away, 
and  their  places  were  occupied  by  a  few  fannera  for 
the  next  hundred  years.  Some  removed  to  Boston 
by  resson  of  King  Philip's  war.  In  1643  tbe  nnmlwr 
of  penons  taxed  wss  sixty-one,  and  in  1666  the 
number  was  nioeiy-flTe,  and  in  1675  the  nnnber 
continued  the  i 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

DBDUAU— {CbNtmiMd).  | 

Mother  Brook,  or  Rati  Brook — Dedhnm  Islnn<l — Lung  Ditch— 
Indiu  TiUsge  at  Nttiok— Pacomtuok,  or  I>Mrfi«l«l— Bag**, 
tow,  or  Madflald— Wollononopoa;,  or  Wnathia— Dmwm 
of  Ltadlag  Mm  mmamg  th*  Fint  fltHUwi. 

On  the  twentjr  ifth  daj  of  the  fint  month,  Maroli, 
1639,  it  was  ordered  "that  a  dUdi  ehouM  be  dag 
at  oonmon  charge  thmuzb  upper  Charlea  River 

meadow  unto  Koat  Brook,  thnt  it  mnv  both  hp  a  pnr- 
tition  feoce  io  the  same,  and  also  maj-  forio  a  suitable  : 
craek  tttito  a  water-ttitl,  (bal  it  afaall  be  foaod  fitting  I 
to  eet  a  mill  upon,  in  tbe  opinion  of  a  workman  to  Im  | 
employed  for  that  purpose."    This  is  tho  origin  of 
Mothor  Brook,  or  Mill  Creek,  which  starts  imt  of 
Charles  liiver  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  uorth  of  High  j 
Street,  and  inim  in  a  direct  eoune  thron|^b  the  meadowa  | 
and  anmnd  the  highlanda,  tbioi^  the  eeat^  j  vil- ' 
laj^e  of  the  town  to  Neponset  River.    It  is  estimated 
th»t  about  one-third  of  the  water  of  Charles  River 
flows  through  this  chanoel,  and  upou  it  are  five  mill'  < 
dana  of  gteat  valne,  and  at  the  preaent  daj  an  two 
ektenaiTe  woolen-mills  and  one  cotton<miU,  beaide  the  i 
old  saw-tuill.    East  Brook  took  it.s  rise  about  one 
hundred  rods  east  of  Wa.<(hingtOQ  Sjtrect.  whfre  it 
eroBKi  tbe  stream.    From  Charlca  lUver  to  this  point 
the  channel  is  obvionaly  artificial,  and  waa  oonstneted  | 
onder  the  order  of  the  town  in  1639.    The  plan  waa 
then  conceived  and  carried  out,  of  unitiiii:  t!ic  waters  of 
Charles  with  the  waters  of  East  Brook,  jiiid  ufterw;iril> 
with  those  of  Nepoi>i>ei  River.    The  execution  of  a 
pnbliework  like  thia  in  the  very  infancy  of  the  aettb-  I 
ment  is  striking  evidence  of  the  energy  and  capacity 
of  tlic  settlers.    They  then  bad  only  sraall  hand  irrist- 
milis,  which  had  been  imported  by  Governor  Wio- 
throp,  and  their  chief  design  in  cutting  thia  canal  was  to 
nmtce  a  dam,  where  they  might  hare  a  griat-mill  oper- 
ated by  water-power.    Tbe  town  at  the  same  meeting  . 
granted  liberty  to  any  one  to  build  a  water-mill  on  that 
stream  who  would  undertake  it.    John  Elderkio  waa 
the  fimt  to  accept  tbu  propoaal,  and  granta  of  land 
were  amde  to  him  aoeordingly.  In  1642  he  sold  one. 
half  of  bis  ri^'hts  to  Nathaoid  Whiting  and  the  other 
half  to  3Ir.  Allin,  Nathaniel  Aldts,  and  John  Dwipht,  . 
and  io  1649,  Nathaniel  Whiting  became  the  sole  . 
owner.  In       be  aoM  thn  mill  ud  hla  town  righta 
Cm-  two  hundred  and  fifty  ponnds,  bnt  in  1653  he  re* 
purchased  the  same. 

In  a  new  corn  mill  was  erected  by  Daniel 

I'ondand  Esra  Morse,  but  Natiumiel  Whiting  remon- 
itiBted  and  hnmght  n  anit,  whioh  he  loet.   Fnrther  ^ 


and  frequent  complainta  were  made  by  Nathaniel 
Whiting  to  tlie  town,  and  a  comtuittee  ebnsen  to 
regulate  tlie  water  at  tbe  upper  dauj.  Finaily,  in 
1G99,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  remove  Mone'a 
dam  and  let  the  water  ran  in  ita  old  ebannd.  Aa  n 
compensation  for  this  mcaavre,  forty  acres  were 
granted  to  Ezra  Morse,  near  Neponaet  River,  at  the 
old  liaw  mill,  or  at  Everett'.s  Plain,  where  he  may  Hud 
it  moet  to  hia  satisfikotion.  Io  1700  the  Whiting 
mill  waa  bnmed,  and  tbe  town  loaned  twenty  ponnda 
for  one  year  as  aid  towards  the  erection  of  another  mill. 

In  in.'iS  .^O.  Eleazer  Lusher  and  Joahua  VUhat 
agreed  to  build  a  saw  mill  oo  the  Neponset  liiver, 
near  the  Cedar  Swamp. 

In  1682,  Jonathan  Fairbanka  and  Jamea  Draper 
aaked  leave  to  build  a  fulling-mill  below  the  corn- 
mills  on  East  Bmok.  but  Natliatiiel  Whitin;:  was 
associated  witli  James  Draper  by  order  uf  tbe  town. 

The  deaoendanta  of  Nathaniel  Wbiiing  held  theae 
mill  privileges  on  Mother  Brook  down  to  the  preaent 
century. 

The  turning  of  the  .waters  of  Charles  River  by 
means  of  the  artificial  channel,  and  uniting  them  with 
bead*waten  of  Mother  Brook,  in  1640,  has  proved  to 
be  most  beneficial  and  permanent  in  ita  eonaequences 
through  all  tho  subsequent  history  of  the  town.  Until 
tbe  beginning  of  tho  pr«»5*ent  century  it  furnisbr d  eaw- 
mills  and  grist-mills,  then  of  tbe  highest  iinportauce, 
with  power,  and  firom  1807  down  to  the  preaent  time 
there  have  been  erected  npott  It  eotton-  and  woolen- 
iijillM,  wbicli  have  been  proppcrnns,  and  liave  000* 
tributed  to  the  substantial  growth  of  tbe  town. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  the  town, 
what  is  called  Dedham  Island  was  a  neck  of  land 
around  which  Charlea  Birm  flowed,  witli  a  -flight  fall 
it)  it?  rourse.  a  di<<tnnce  of  nearly  five  miles  in  an 
irregular  horseshoe  bend,  leaving  a  distance  of  only 
two-thirds  of  a  mile  acroea  the  meadows  at  its  heel. 
Thia  neek  ia  estimated  to  contain  about  twelve  hnn> 
dred  acres,  and  upon  it  vm  a  hcrd-wulk  and  possibly 
some  hou^':*-'  of  the  early  sciiler?.  .\cros,s  "  Broad 
Meadows,"  at  the  heel  of  the  horseshoe  bend,  the 
npper  and  lower  ehannda  of  the  river  am  diaiinetly 
visible  at  high  water.  The  damage  to  the  meadowa 
arising  from  the  waters  remaining  upon  them,  was  felt 
to  be  serious  by  the  first  generation,  as  it  has  been  by 
every  Rucceeding  generation  of  riparian  owoera.  Tbe 
enterprising  and  public-spirited  settlan  eoncdvnd  thn 
plan  of  cdtting  a  '*ersek  or  diteh"  through  the 
'■  Broad  Meadows,"  thus  unttiog  tbe  two  channels  of 
the  river.  Tbe  purpose*  wn-^  to  pprmit  the  flow  of  the 
waters  through  this  artificial  channel  instead  of  accu- 
mnlaiing  upon  the  aanubwa  along  the  river  below. 


uiyiii^ed  by  Google 


42 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


In  1652  liberty  wan  prantcd  to  cut  a  creek  or  ditch 
through  the  "  Broad  Meadows"  from  river  to  river. 
Lieut.  Fisher  aod  Thomas  Fuller  were  deputed  to  , 
•amy  tb«  length  «f  the  iraterHwam  through  the  ' 
"  Brond  Meadows,"  and  the  miDoer  of  the  ground 
through  which  the  ?nme  wns  to  be  cut,  and  the 
heitrht  of  tlu'  water  in  the  lower  river. 

This  was  the  origin  of  "  Iioug  Ditch,"  the  con- 
•trnetion  of  which  converted  the  neck  into  an  island.  1 
It  is  not  long  eince  it  was  possible  to  paaa  throndi 
this  channel  in  a  small  boat,  but  the  loner  portion 
has  become  much  obstructed  by  the  growth  of  bushe» 
and  the  closing  of  the  chanuel.    Its  hii>lory,  however,  . 
is  »  DODttneni  of  the  eneifiy  and  foreeight  of  the 
fini  gonwation  of  the  Dedham  Sittlcrs.    The  ixreat 
caiiHpway  nn  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  crosses  the  ; 
channel  of  "  Long  Ditch"  where  it  leaves  the  river, 
was  built  io  170L  I 

In  1646,  John  Bllot,  the  miniiter  at  Rozbniy,  i 
b^an  the  work  of  converting  the  Indians  to  Chris- 
tianity and  civilisation.    Hi?  first  instructions  were 
given  at  Nonantum,  a  part, of  the  present  city  ut' 
Newton.    He  met  with  mueam  in  the  eooveraion 
of  some  Indians,  among  others,  of  Waban,  a  wise 
and  grave  man  of  the  Masseehnsctts  tribe.   Mr.  Klint 
maintained  that  the  Indiana  could  not  boconip  Ohris- 
tiaos  unless  they  were  first  civilized.    He  therefore 
piopoeed  that  the  IndianriAottId  heedleeted  into  one 
village,  and  designated  a  place  on  Charles  River,  ten 
tiillcs  west  of  the  vilUge  of  Dedham.    This  was  in  the 
•southerly  part  of  the  town  nf  Niuick,  a  name  which  sitr- 
oifics^' a  place  of  hills."  To  this  proposition,  when  pro-  ^ 
posed  to  the  Gencml  Court;  Dedham  readily  asBented. 
Hr.  Allin  was  intsvested  in  £liot*s  work,  and  aided 
him  in  his  new  enterprise.     The  General  Court 
granted  two  thousand  acres  at  Natick  in  lt!51  fnr 
the  new  ludian  towu.    It  has  been  aHuerted  tiiat  the  • 
town  really  had  aboni  sis  thousand  sores,  and  the 
boundaries  were  never  satisfactorily  settled  with  the 
Indi  ins.    The  Naticks,  as  they  were  afterwards  called, 
soon  built  a  little  town  which  had  three  Ion;;  «tn'<  ts,  '. 
two  on  the  north;  and  one  oo  the  south  of  Charles  j 
River.   Bach  fHUtly  had  a  house-lot   The  houses  ! 
consisted  of  poles  .set  in  the  ground,  and  were  covered 
with  pwlod  bark.    A  few,  built  in  the  manner  of 
Engli.sh  houses,  were         pcrf'rct  aiid  cfmifnrtablc.  i 
There  was  one  large  house  which  answered  the  double  j 
purpose  of  a  school-room  and  meeting-house.  In  the  j 
second  story  the  Indians  <li-]iositcd  their  skins.   They  i 
were  Ftipplii  d  with  sp:iil<s.  li')c.s.  axes,  and  other  , 
farming  implements.    A  form  of  government  was 
adopted,  and  an  English  magi.strate  was  appointed  to  , 
hold  a  conrt,  and,  in  fact,  appointed  the  Indian  con- 


stables and  smaller  officers.  In  1670  the  Indian 
Church  at  Natick  had  two  teachers  aod  froifa  f  irty  to 
fifty  commuDicaots.  They  observed  the  Sabbath, 
some  of  them  eonld  read  and  write  and  rehearse  the 
catechism.  The  experiment  was  in  a  degree  sucosss- 
ful.  In  tlio  bcirintiing  of  the  eightt-enth  r<>nturv  the 
tribe  \v;is  in  n  t-ivilizL-ri  Rtntp,  fh<'y  iiad  civil  officers 
of  their  owu,  und  a  miiilary  company  organized  in 
the  manner  of  the  colonists.  There  were  some,  tike 
Wabiin  and  Deacon  Kphraim,  who  led  sober,  Christian 
iivts.  bill  liicir  immhors  gradually  diminished  until 
they  were  extinct  in  1H2H. 

When  the  General  Court  granted  the  two  thousand 
seres,  to  be  taken  from  the  territory  of  Dedhsm  for 
the  Indian  town  at  Natick,  it  granted  to  the  Dedham 
proprietors,  ns  compfiisatimi,  ci^lu  tbiuiMind  acics  of 
unlocatcd  lands  wliieh  they  might  select.  In  1663 
messengers  were  scut  out  to  explore  near  Lancaster. 
The  messengeiB  reported  the  land  to  be  good,  bnt 
hard  to  cultivate,  and  there  was  not  enough  meadow 
I'ful  .lohii  Fairbanks  informed  the  scli'cttuiMi  of 
some  good  land  twelve  miles  from  Hadiey,  and  John 
Fsirbaoks  aod  Lieut.  Daniel  Fisher  were  sent  out 
to  discover  sod  exsmine  it.  On  their  return  they 
reported  the  land  to  be  exceedingly  good  and  that  it 
should  bi*  taken  posspf^^ion  oF  under  the  grant.  Thi.i 
was  Pacomtuck,  the  present  town  of  Deerheld. 
When  the  report  was  raselved,  the  DeiHiBm  proprie- 
tors  sppointed  six  persons  to  repsir  to  Pscomtnek, 
an<l  c  iuse  the  eight  thousand  acres  to  bo  located. 
Capt.  John  Pynchon,  of  Springfield,  was  employed 
by  the  town  to  purchase  the  lauds  of  the  Indiiios, 
and  proeured  three  deeds  from  them,  wfaieb  are  now 
carefully  preserved  at  Deerfield.  The  grantee  in  tlieae 
deeds  is  Capt.  John  Pynchon,  of  Springfield,  for  the 
us(»  and  behoof  of  Maj.  Eleazer  Lusher  Kn-ign 
Daniut  Fisher,  and  other  £ugiu>h  of  Dcdliatii,  their 
asaodales  and  sncoessois.  l>edham  gave  £94 
fur  tbcss  deeds,  which  sum  was  raised  by  an  assess* 
mcnt  on  the  common  rights  io  the  Dedham  propria* 
tary. 

In  1670  Uie  proprietors  of  Pacomtuck  met  at 
Dedham,  twenty-six  being  present, — Ospt.  John 

Pynchon,  Samuel  Hinsdale,  John  Stcbbins,  John 
Hurlburt,  and  Samson  Frarv  not  bi  iiig  inhabitants  of 
Dedhnin.  hut  RntTmel  Hinsdale  was  a  son  of  Robert 
liinMiale,  of  Deiihum.  The  retuaiuiiig  proprietors 
were  inhabitants  of  Dedham.  It  was  tlMn  voted  to 
have  a  correct  plan  made,  the  place  for  themenini^- 
honse  to  bf  rK'>i'„n jted.  tlio  cburch-oficem'  lot  and 
lots  ol  proprietors  to  be  aysigned. 

In  1672,  Samuel  Hinsdale,  who  was  afterwards 
slain  at  Bloody  Brook,  made  a  petition  to  the  Dedham 
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proprietors  to  authorise  five  persons  to  admit  iohabit- 
aoN.  nnd  to  litre  an  orthodox  mioister  at  DcorfiLld, 
and  to  act  tor  thcmselvea  io  other  matters,  bj  reason 
flf  their  icmoteBwi  fnm  oihw  iettlwBseDta.  Thw 
]MlitioD  Mtt  gnnted,  aad  wttaiM  to  «nd  th«  idbtioM 
of  theDedhatu  proprietors  with  Pacoinluck.  Doubt- 
less their  shares  were  purchased  by  the  Pacotnluck 
proprietors  who  inhabited  there.  The  towo  was 
iooorporated  u  JMietd,  M>j  24, 1682. 

As  the  territoij  gnwted  to  tbe  Dedham  proprieton 
in  1636  was  so  cxten«iivi-,  tht?ro  was  a  f;reat  induce- 
merit  to  hptriii  ii<?w  .settli'iuonts  witliin  its  limitji.  The 
desire  or  necessiij  for  more  laud,  seema  to  have  been 
m  eootroUing  reesou  for  esteudiagt  tbe  setttementi. 
Tlic  fear  of  attack*  from  the  Indians  had  at  first 
chtckcti  tlic  ailvaiTCfS  of  the  lim-  of  .sfidcitu  iits. 
From  the  begiuiiioj;,  the  s<'f tiers  li;iJ  limkoii  witli 
longing  ey&i  upon  the  wide  Uieaduws  at  Ii<j|;ai>tuw, 
now  the  cMterly  pari  of  Medmy.  Edward  Aileyne, 
in  1640,  had  a  grrant  of  three  hundred  acre»  there, 
where  lie  ^lumld  cliooj^o,  with  fifiy  acrns  oF  nu'inlow. 
After  the  death  uf  Mr.  Aiiejne,  in  1642,  this  grant 
was  located  under  the  direction  of  Maj.  Ltubcr.  In 
Janmuy,  IS50,  with  the  niietioii  end  co-operation  of 
iIm  Pedham  proprieton,  at  a  general  meeting  them 
was  granted,  for  the  accomniodatirni  of  the  villa^re,  a 
tract  extending  east  and  west  three  miles,  and  north 
and  aonth  funr  mtlet.  A  eompany  was  immediately 
ibfwed,  and  regnlatioos  aimilar  to  thdr  owo»  adopted 
for  the  government  of  tbo  new  town,  and  rules  were 
adnptrd  fir  the  eqnitabl<»  division  of  the  lands.  In 
Janoarj,  1U51,  Dcdbaiu  formally  transferred  all  right 
and  power  of  town  govennnoot  to  the  new  aettlMient, 
vhioh  waa  iooorponted  May  23, 1651,  as  Medfldd. 
Tbe  grant  to  Edward  Allcync  was  conveyed  to  the 
town  ui'  Ml  (ifiold  hy  his  nephew  in  1652.  A  num- 
ber of  the  Dedhaui  mtlers  removed  to  Medlield,  and 
pnnninettt  among  then  waa  Mr.  BalpK  Whedook, 
eaid  to  have  been  a  noo^eoofbrmtst  pieaoher  in  Eng* 
hod,  (>duo;Ur>d  at  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  who 
came  to  l>edham  in  1638.  Whether  his  disappoint- 
neui  at  not  being  the  choice  of  tbe  Dedham  Church 
aa  niliog  elder,  bad  inoKned  him  to  lemovo  ia  not 
atated  UfMo  aathority,  but  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
preaching  occasionally  at  Medfield.  Ilf  was  n  n-'prc- 
senlative  from  Medfictd,  atid  died  Jan.  11,  ItjSl,  nt 
tbe  age  of  eighty-three.  Ue  was  tbe  ancestor  of  the 
Ibnnder  and  fint  pnaident  of  Daitmoath  College. 
Tbe  fact  that  so  large  a  ottuber  of  the  Dedham  set- 
tlprs  had  early  rettivcd  ^'ranfs  of  land  in  Mttlfi>Iil, 
makes  the  existeupc  of  tlmt  town  nearly  coova!  wiili 
Dedham.  It  was  an  offahoot  ul  ihu  Dedham  setlle- 
aanl,  latbar  than  a  ohild  of  the  parent  town. 


The  attention  of  the  settlers  van  also  turned  aotttb* 
ward  to  their  uplands  and  meadows  nt  Wollrtniimnpoag. 
Tbe  largo  and  beautiful  ponds  there,  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  reeoida  aa  among  ita  attractiooa,  but  In  1649 
tb«y  bad  gone  there  to  cat  graaa  from  tbe  meadowa, 
and  in  1647  notice  was  given  by  John  Dwight  and 
Francis*  Chickerin*;  of  their  hopeM  of  a  mine  there. 
In  166U  a  committee  was  deputed  to  view  the  up- 
land and  meadow  near  abont  the  ponds  by  "  George 
Indian'a  wigwam."  In  1661,  at  a  general  tovn-mcet- 
ing.  it  was  voted  that  a  plantation  should  be  set  up  at 
WoUfinomnporv!?,  and  that  «iix  hundred  acres  should  be 
laid  down  tor  the  encouragement  of  the  plantation. 
The  bonnda  of  the  plantation  were  afterwerda  fixed 
in  the  same  year;  the  south  bounds  to  be  the  Dor- 
chester line,  and  the  tiortli  bounds  tu  be  ihc  ^fedfield 
buunds  io  part  and  CImrles  River  in  p;irt.  In  1662 
a  committee  made  a  report  u[Kin  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title.  Philip,  aaehem  of  Mount  Hope,  daimed 
lands  at  Wollonomopoag.  In  1662  Dedham  had  p:tid 
.C24  in.s.  for  his  title  to  iuml'*  within  its  plantation, 
and  again  in  166^  the, further  sura  of  £17  0«.  S«/. 
were  paid  him  for  a  further  release  of  his  title.  Tbe 
pajneot  of  these  sums  seema  to  haTo  been  an  obstade 
to  lemovinL;  Io  the  new  plantation.  In  1663  the 
eompany  drew  lot.s  in  tin-  Wollonomrtpoag  plantation, 
and  a  settlement  was  actually  began.  An  examination 
of  the  names  of  theao  settlers  ahowa  that  they  wera 
nearly  all  the  aona  or  aona-in  taw  of  the  Dedham  aeU 
tiers,  so  that  the  new  phintatloD  was  actually  the  child 
of  Dedham.  and  the  De'dham  proprietors  continued 
to  aid  and  direct  it  in  a  paternal  way  ior  several  yean. 
In  1669,  Mr.  Alltn,tha  Dedham  pastor,  Elder  HuoUiqc, 
and  Miijor  Luaher  approved  a  all  to  the  Rct.  Samud 
Mann  to  be  the  minister  for  the  infant  settlement. 
Major  Lusher  kept  their  records.  At  length,  in  1672, 
the  inhabitants  were  of  sufficient  numben*  and  capac- 
ity, in  the  opiobn  of  the  Qcneval  Court)  to  carry  on 
tbe  work  of  the  chureb  and  oonnonwealthf  and  upon 
their  petition,  Oct.  17,  1673,  they  were  made  a  t.iwn 
by  the  name  of  Wrentham.  In  the  following  Decem- 
ber the  books  and  records  were  tramferred  from  Ded- 
ham to  Wrentham.  Fifty  yean  later  a  oooaiderablo 
portion  of  the  south  preduot  of  Doroheater  was  dso 
i^t  off  to  Wrentham 

The  settlement  at  Dedhani  was  prailu  illy  iin  reaMng 
in  its  population.  In  1637  there  were  one  hundred 
and  aizty-dx  iamilioB.  Mr.  Allin  received  aixty 
pounds  as  his  annnd  naintenaniM!,  and  had  a  good 
stork  oT  eattle.  nnd  a  trnnd  nccotnraodation  in  rrtrn- 
lund  uiid  meadow.  Johasou  describes  Dedham  about 
this  time  as  "an  inland  town  about  ten  miles  from 
Beaton,  well  watered  with  many  pleasant 
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abouwlin;'  with  garden  fruits  fill}-  to  supply  the  mar- 
kets of  llie  most  popnloTif  town,  wliofc  coin  and  com- 
modities allures  tlic  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  make 
intny  a  long  walk  ;  they  coosiBt  of  about  a  haodred 
famiKea,  betng  feacidly  ^ren  to  hoabaudry,  and 
through  the  blessing  of  God  are  much  increased, 
ready  to  fwann  and  settle  on  the  hsiildinp;  of  another 
town  more  to  the  iulaad."  The  deeds  of  lands  refer 
to  bams  and  orchards.  The  inveotorj  of  Mr.  Allin'a 
estate  included  chairs  upholstered  with  leather,  Tur- 
key-wotk  tiisliions,  frailiLT-lit'iI-i  :iiid  jiillows,  "a  gilt 
bowl  with  covering,"  "a  wiiir  cup  with  a  foot,"  and 
a  warmiog-pan,  so  that  some  of  these  homes  in  the 
wilderoess  had  both  oomforta  and  luzaries.  Hr. 
Allin  was  a  well  [n-do  farmer,  havinsr  extensive  out- 
l.ittdi^  and  a  comfortable hnmo?tpnd.  with  parlor,  kitchen, 
atid  buttery  on  the  first  floor,  and  chambers  over  each. 
DeaooD  Chiokering  the  largest  landholder;  Kasign 
Danie]  Ftaher,  for  three  yean  apeaker  of  the  House 
of  Deputies,  and  afterwards  an  assistant  ambassador 
to  King  Philip.  "  learned  in  the  law,'  '  the  father  of 
him  who  afterwards  collared  a  royal  governor ;  Tim- 
othy Dwight,  who  oanie  ore?  with  his  lather,  John 
Dwi^t)  when  a  mere  child,  the  town  recorder,  select- 
man, depntj  to  the  General  Court,  '>  of  an  c  xcclleut 

spirit,  peaceable,  generoiifi,  rharif  able  ;"  l^>lder  Hunt- 
log,  60o-iu  law  to  iMr.  Allin;  Michael  Meicalf,  the 
sclwolnaster ;  Dr.  WMtiatt  knrf,  th«  donor  of  moMf 
for  a  Latin  school ;  and  Lient.  Joehna  Kaher,  who  kept 
the  ordinary  and  bad  an  annual  bill  for  "  dieting  the 
Bclcctmcn these  were  the  contemporaries  of  the  grn- 
cious  Allin  aod  Maj.  Lusher  through  tho  first  thirty- 
five  jeais  of  the  aettlenient.  How  wiadj  and  well 
tfaeae  men  wrought  baa  already  been  seen. 

But  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  leaders  of 
the  first  generation  were  to  rest  from  their  labors. 
Michael  Metcalf  died  in  lljti4  ;  Anthony  Fisher,  in 
1669 ;  Mr.  Allin,  in  1671 ;  Major  Lnaher  and  Joaboa 
Fiaher,in  1672;  Daniel  Flaher,  in  1683.  Another 
generation  was  about  to  anter  into  their  labors  and 
the  rule  of  peaceful  life  was  about  to  be  broken. 


CHAPTBB  V. 

DIDHAM— (OMtHiiMi). 

Indian  Deeds— Philip'#  W«r— Rer.  William  .\dkiBt — New 
Meeting' Hoaie — ^Tiiaoth}'  Dwight — William  Avery — Dnniel 
Fithwt  tb*  aMoad— HU  Part  ia  RMUUag  Sir  Bdmaod 
An^roa. 

Ax  lim  lime  of  the  coming  of  the  settlers,  there 
were  no  Indiana  to  be  aeen  within  milea  of  the  aat* 


tlemcnt.    Chicatabot.  sachem  of  the  Neponsets,  after- 
wards riatnicil  the  territory  west  nf  Neponsct  River, 
bounded  northerly  on  Charles  River  and  souihcrly 
on  the  land  of  Philip,  aaehem  of  the  Pokanokets. 
Philip  claimed  landa  at  Wolbnomopoag,  aod  waa 
in  the  hubit  of  repeating  his  claims  af\er  he  had 
once  released  them.    Mairn'*.  another  snclii  m,  claimed 
I  the  territory  including  N  iti*  k.  Needham,  and  Ded- 
I  ham  TiiUnd.   It  waa  the  puli  .-y  of  the  Maaaaelra* 
setts  colony,  under  the  adrice  of  the  Council  for 
New  Hngland,  to  purchase  the  title  of  any  savages 
who  might  pretend  to  ri<_'h»'.  of  inheritance  to  the 
,  landa  grant4id,  that  they  mi<rht  avoid  the  least  scruple 
1  of  intrusion.   The  Dedham  aetllen  were  earefol  to 
,  ol  serve  this  precept.    It  has  been  seen  that  deeds 
from  Philip  of  tlie  lands  nl  Wollonomopnacr  niid  fiura 
the  hachem  of  llie  Pacouitucks  at  I>eertieid  were 
,  procured  by  the  Dedham  settlers.    Besides  these 
I  deeds,  in  1685  there  waa  obtained  from  Josiaa,  the 
grandson  of  Chicatabot,  a  confirmatory  title  to  the 
tract  of  land  known  as  the  town  of  Dedhatn.  In 
1680,  John  Magus  and  his  wife,  Natick  Indians,  in 
ooosideration  of  five  pounds  in  money,  released  the 
Indian  title  to  Natick,  Needham,  aod  Dedbam  Uand. 
In  1085,  William  Nahaton,  Peter  Nato«.)gu!»,  and 
Benjamin  Nahaton,  Punkapog  Indians,  releaaod  their 
title. 

In  1681  the  town  TOted  that  all  deede  and  other 
writings  relating  to  town^righte,  should  be  deposited 

in  a  box  kept  by  Deaeon  Aldia  for  the  purpose,  and 
it  appears  there  were  peven  Indian  deeds  among 
them.  Whether  this  box  was  really  provided  or 
not,  a  bundle  of  Indian  jtoeda  w«i  fonnd  in  1836, 
including  all  the  deeda  excepting  that  from  Philip, 

j  whose  autograph  cannot  be  found.  A  curious  letter 
from  Philip  to  the  selectmen  of  Dedham,  which  was 
copied  into  the  Wrentham  records,  relates  to  his  land 
daima.  Three  of  the  deeda  are  still  kept  in  the 
town  clerk's  oflSee  at  Dedbam,  and  the  three  deeds 
from  the  Pacomtucks  have  been  sent  to  Deerfield. 
For  all  thew  conveyances  an  adequate  consideration 
in  money  was  paid,  and  if  there  was  any  attempt  at 
oTerreaebing  in  the  barjpiins,  it  waa  bj  Philip  of 
Mount  Hope,  to  whose  unscrupulous  deOModa  (be 
Dedham  settlers  yielded  for  the  >akc  of  peace. 

In  1<)73  the  selectmen  received  orders  from  the 
General  Court  to  prepare  the  town  for  defense  against 
the  Indianai  For  sereral  years  Philip  bad  oKcilsd 
alarm  in  (ho  Plymouth  colony  by  his  bad  faith  and 

j  secret  combinations  with  other  tribes,  and  it  was  now 

'  rendered  certain  that  a  serious  outbreak  was  about  to 
occur.    The  soldiers  were  called  out  for  frequeot 

^  tvainiDgi.   A  band  of  gunpowder  sad  oAer  saimii> 
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nition  were  pro(  urod.    Tbe  gDD,  which  was  a  small 
field-piece  called  a  drake,  given  to  the  town  by  the  . 
General  Court  io  1650,  was  mounted  on  wheels. 
Tb«iiMeting<hoii«e  WM  made  the  depo<4itory  for  sup- 
plm.  TIm  |MO|d0  udnUiiMd  •  gerrison  ftad  set  » 
walch.    The  inhabitants  had  been  encouraged  to  en- 
list intn  tlif  troop  nf  hor«e  commanded  by  Copt.  Fren- 
ttoe  bj  an  abatement  of  taxes.    The  fear  excited  wms  | 
gpMt  io  tJie  MttUnMiit,  iiid  miny  fled  to  Boatoo. 
fl«  WnDlbam  aeitUn  |Mek«d  tlieir  goodi,  moi  with  | 
(bcir  wives  and  children  came  to  Dedham,  leavin;;  . 
their  deserted  houses  behind  them.    The  town  was 
well  situated  for  defense.    It  was  built  in  a  compact  j 
Mniier,  tltat  it  might  he  praperad  feir  deihnie  ■{[ainat  | 
the  lediuis.    Little  River  and  Cherlea  River  on  the  | 
uorfh.  w>?rc  safenuards  apiiii!-t  approach  from  that 
(direction,  while  on  the  otlier  siilos  (»f  the  villfi<re  the  ' 
plain  was  cleared  to  a  counidurable  extent,  and  was 
weilooked  by  the  watoh  in  the  bdfiry  of  the  new  | 
m«eting-hou8c.     The   lodiaDB  io  the   town  were 
onlri-J  to  (Ifpiirt,  :ind  to  t^n  pitb(»r  tn  Natii-k,  Nf- 
putm't,  or  Wamisit.    A  war  lux  was  levied  upon 
the  iubabitauta,  which  exceeded  one  ahlllbg  for 
evciy  pouod  of  vtlnatioo. 

Dedham  escaped  the  horrors  of  an  Indian  atuok 
hy  rvnoon  of  these  preparatlonn,  btrt  Dedham  men 
were  found  in  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  war.  The  ! 
troop  of  hone  under  Capt.  Prentice  was  a  part  of  the 
ftveewhieh  vuide  the  int  attaek  npon  PhUip  on 
J«M  28,  1675,  immedUtely  ader  the  memaore  at 
Swiinsey.  and  lost  one  killed  and  one  wounded.  ' 
Kobcrt  Uiosdale,  one  of  the  foaudcrs  of  the  Dedham 
Chw^  io  1638,  but  «ho  had  removed  to  Hadley, 
irith  his  three  mnm,  wen  hilled  at  Bloodj  Brook  in 
Capt  Lothrop's  company.  John  Wilson,  John 
Oenere,  and  Eliaba  Woodward  were  slain  at  Deer- 
field. 

la  0eoeniher,  1G75,  the  eombined  foraes  of  the 
cdloniea,  oonaiating  of       companica  onder  Qen. 

Winslow,  were  collected  at  Dedhatu  and  marched 
a^inst  the  Narra<;an8ett8  in  Rhode  Island,  and  wa.s 
the  force  engaged  in  the  great  battle  of  the  Narraganset 
Fort.  In  Pebruary,  1676,  Hedfield  was  burned  tod 
twenty  of  the  aettleie  killed,  and  the  deserted  honees 
al  Wrenthani  were  nearly  all  eonsnmed  soon  after. 

Indians  were  detected  lurkin;^  in  tlie  neijrhboring 
woods  of  the  Dediiaiu  settlement,  but  they  found  the 
Mtdi  aet  and  the  garriaon  prepared.  On  the  25th 
ef  July.  1G7*J.  u  party  of  Dedham  and  Hedlldd  men, 
DumberinLi;  thirty  six  Enj^li.shnien  and  ninety  praying 
Indians,  won  a  signal  success  in  sliiying  Pomham,  a 
Nam^osett  sachem,  and  oapturiug  fifty  of  bis  ful- 
hnran.  Ad  expedition  voder  Capt.  Chufoh  had 


gone  to  the  NanaganaeU  conntiy  in  pnnait  of  him, 

but  he  fNcaped  them. 

This  achievement  contributed  much  to  bring  the 
war  to  n  inooeaaful  eonelnnon,  aa  Pomham  was  r»> 
garded  aa  an  enemy  aeeood  only  in  poww  and  infln* 

enoc  to  Philip  himself.  The  death  of  Philip  soon 
aftf*r  brought  hostilities  in  this  %'icinttv  to  nn  end, 
and  the  settlement  could  again  feel  some  sense  of 
aeenrity. 

There  were  other  ebangea  going  on  in  the  town 

besides  those  re-iulting  from  the  dread  realities  of 
an  Indian  war.  It  has  been  seen  that  mnny  of  the 
leading  men  of  tbe  first  generation  had  gone  lo  their 
final  rest.  In  a  little  more  than  aix  mootha  after  Mr. 
Alltn's  death,  Hr.  William  Adams  had  been  called  to 
be  his  snrfC5Por,  and  wa<i  ordained  Dec.  3,  IfiT!^.  He 
va^  the  son  of  William  Adains,  of  Tpswieli,  ttorn  May 
27,  1650,  and  was  graduated  at  ilarvard  College 
in  1611.  He  married,  for  hta  aeoond  wife,  Alios 
Bradford,  daughter  of  Maj.  William  Bradford,  of 
Plynionth.  He  relin(juishcd  for  one  year  ei'^ht  pounds 
of  bis  salary  on  account  of  the  expenses  incurred 
daring  Philip's  war. 

Soon  after  his  aetdementaa  minister,  the  new  meet* 
ing'house  waa  laiaad.  Tbe  old  meetitj<:-1i()u.sc,  with 
it.i  thatched  roof,  was  out  of  repair  and  insufficient 
for  the  congregation.  In  1672,  before  Mr.  Adams 
was  oallod,  the  people  had  voted  to  erect  a  new  meet- 
ing-honss.  It  was  finished  in  1673.  It  had  "  three 
pair  of  stairs,"  one  at  the  north,  another  at  the  east, 
and  another  at  the  south  corners.  The  fore  •'mf  in 
the  front  gallery  waa  parted  io  the  middle,  and  tbe 
rest  open  at  both  ends.  Th«  south  gallery  wss  ibr 
men,  and  the  north  gaUery  for  women  and  boys.  The 
seats  in  the  lower  part  of  the  house  were  parted 
in  the  middle  by  an  aisle,  so  that  the  men  were 
ranged  on  one  side  and  the  women  on  the  other.  It 
hsd  a  heU,  whieh  had  hecome  qntte  neoesmiy,  sinee 
the  people  were  movug  farther  from  the  meetings 
house  than  formerly.  The  practice  of  beating  the 
drum  to  »niii»non  ilie  concrejiTition  had  been  aban- 
doned for  many  yuan:.  They  had  much  difficulty  in 
earing  (br  the  orderly  behavior  of  the  hoya,  to  whom 
were  asn^ned  seats  where  they  might  "be  watehed 
over.  '  Ten  y>-"^  after,  it  was  proposed  to  construct 
new  galleries,  and  in  ItiUb  gallcriefl  were  erected 
"over  the  other  gulleries,"  that  over  the  woman's 
gallery  being  for  young  women  and  maids  to  ail 
in." 

Mr.  Adams  died  Aug.  17,  1685.  Two  of  his  ser. 
moos  wore  printed,  one  being  an  election  sermon.  In 
a  book  used  for  the  parish  records  there  is  a  com- 
mentary written  by  1dm  eovering  sixtj^three  pagca. 
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Durinj;  hifi  uiinistry  there  was  harmony  nniuns;;  his 
people,  aud  they  showed  nttachment  to  thtir  pastor. 
The  parish  now  included  uli  of  the  origiDal  territory 
grBbt«d  to  DedlMiD  proprietoi*  exeBpting  Medfield 
wad  WrcDtham.  In  1G82  n  veto  WM  poned  that  no 
ono  (if  till'  iiihnbitanis  slmnlil  remove  a  prentcr  dis- 
tiiiK-e  tlian  two  miles  from  the  meetinp-house  uiibdiit 
special  license,  as  any  person  so  removing  would  ex- 
pose himself  to  danger,  and  to  want  of  tovn  govero- 
nentu  The  |>eople,  therefore,  were  not  widely  scat- 
trr>il.  altliduuli  tlic  siiiLill  lumsf-liils  of  the  village 
were  gradually  being  abandoned.  The  generation 
which  bad  now  succeeded  to  the  management  of  the 
aeeutar  and  nligiotia  affHits  of  tlie  town  were  mueb 
inferior  to  the  first,  in  poiot  of  education  and  manners 
The  wilderne*>8  had  been  n  roiitih  whool  in  which  to 
rear  their  families,  in  gpito  oi  the  care  which  the 
frtbera  had  taken  to  provide  for  their  education. 
Tbe  town  wan  indieted  in  1674,  and  again  in  1691, 
for  not  supporting  a  school.  The  Indian  war  had 
doubtk'-s  a  jL[trc5!=^in;^  influence  in  this  respect. 

The  leading  men  at  this  period  appear  to  have 
been  Tiaiotby  Dwight,  Daniel  Fiaher  (the  seeood  of 
that  name),  and  Williani  Aveiy.  Timothy  Dwight 
wa.s  the  eon  of  John  Dwight,  and  was  a  small  child 
when  he  came  with  hii--  fatln  r.  He  had  be^'n  triwn 
clerk  ten  years  and  selectman  t  wen ty-four  years  bclbre 
tbia  Ume,  but  be  wa«  atill  in  aetive  life,  and  rarviTed 
until  Jan.  31,  1718.  He  was  the  hueband  of  six 
wives  and  the  father  of  nineteen  children.  He  was 
the  progenitor  of  n  line  of  df srrndnnt.x  that  have 
made  the  name  of  Dwight  known  and  honored 
throngb  the  sneoeeding  gcneratjona.  William  Avery 
waa  the  son  of  Dr.  William  Avery,  and  was  a  deaeon 
of  the  church  and  selectman  for  twenty-two  years. 
His  name  was  hnnomhly  perpetuated  for  mnriy  Yf>nr« 
in  Dedham.  Capt.  Daniel  Fibber  t>uccecded  to  the  title 
and  name  of  bia  frther  bnc  not  to  hia  official  distino* 
tkm,  but  he  inherited  bia  spirit.  His  father  had  been 
prominent  in  the  struggle  between  the  Massachusetts 
colony  and  Randolph,  the  special  mehscnger  of  the 
crowD,  in  his  attempts  a^^ainst  the  colonial  charter. 
Among  those  against  whom  he  exhilnted  articles  of 
high  misdemeanor  was  Daniel  Fisher,  and  in  1682 
Randolph  wrote  to  En  jlaml  that  "  His  Majesty's  qtio 
tcarruiitii  against  the  charter,  sending  for  Thonisw 
Dauforth,  Samuel  Norvcll,  Daniel  Flshrr,  and  Kiisha 
Cooke,  will  make  the  whole  faction  tremble."  Such  waa 
the  character  and  position  of  the  first  Daniel  Fisher, 
who  ilit'J  in  Itl^r!.  Ti)  ]Ci'>h  tlic  rhnrtfTw:!*  vacated, 
and  soon  alter,  Sir  i<jdniund  Aitdrus  was  appointed 
the  royal  Governor  of  all  the  English  possessions  in 
Anerien  north  of  PennsylTs■fa^  by  King  Jamst  II. 


His  activity  in  oppressive  legislation  bad  rendered 
him  ei^pecially  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  Boston, 
where  he  resided.  In  April,  HiH\),  the  news  uf  the 
landing  of  the  Prinoe  of  Orange  in  England  was 
brought  to  Boston.  On  the  morning  of  the  18lh 
of  Aj'Til,  it  IjeitJL"  Tliursduy,  when  the  we<>kly  u  eture 
nf  tlifj  FitTst  (MmrL-li  invited  a  cnncmr-c  frotn  the 
neighboring  towns,  a  rumor  spread  ihat  there  were 
armed  men  oolleeting  snd  a  rising  In  the  dilTerent 
parts  of  Bii-'tiui.  **Atnineof  the  dock  the  drams 
brat  iliniuuh  the  town  atifl  tin  ensign  Was  set  tip  nn 
the  beacon.  The  captain  of  ilie  "  Rose"'  frigate  was 
taken  aud  handed  over  to  a  guard,  aud  Randolph 
snd  other  high  offieisls  were  spprehended  and  pat  in 
jail.  From  the  eastern  gallery  of  the  town-hottSO  10 
King  Stret-t.  a  dcflara'.idii  nf  th*'  <:enlloiiion  mrr- 
elinnts  and  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  the  country 
adjacent  was  read  to  the  saBcmbled  people,  reciting 
the  oppressive  sets  of  Andros^  and  eoncTuding  that 
they  SL'izc  upon  the  peraona  of  the  grand  authors  of 
tli.  ir  iiiiscrico  to  s<»curethom  f>ir  jiistioc,  ami  advising 
the  people  to  join  Ihcm  for  the  detense  of  the  laud. 
Andros  waa  in  the  (brt  on  Fort  Hill.  A  summons 
was  sent  to  him  to  surrender  and  delirer  ap  the 
government  and  fortification,  promiiinig  him  secu- 
rity from  violence,  hut  assuring  him  nn  attempt 
would  bo  w«d«  to  take  the  fort  by  storm  if  opposition 
skootd  bo  ttMde.  Allw  some  n^;otiation  tbe  Gor- 
eraor  "  came  forth  lirom  tbe  fort  and  went  diaarmed 
to  the  town-hou.sc,  and  from  thence  under  guard  to 
Mr.  Usher's  house."  On  thn  succeeding  dnv,  the 
news  liaving  spread  to  the  adjoining  towns,  the  coun- 
try people,  according  to  Hutebinson, "  came  into  town 
in  audi  a  tage  and  beat  as  made  all  tremble  to  think 
what  would  follow."  Nothing  would  satisfy  thorn  but 
that  the  Governor  must  be  bound  in  chains  or  cnHs 
and  put  in  a  more  secure  place,  and  Andios  was  con- 
dneted  under  gnard  from  Usher's  bouse  bsok  to  the 
fbrt.  Tradition  says  that  the  man  who  led  the  im* 
prisoned  Governor  by  the  collar  iS  his  coat  was  Caj  t. 
Daniel  Fisher,  the  spcond  nf  (he  name,  of  Dedham. 
As  Haven  in  his  centennial  address  most  felicitoualy 
says,  it  was  "a  second  Dsoiel  some  to  jndgmcnfc." 
He  was  inspired  with  .t  keen  sense  of  the  personal 
obloquy  his  father  had  endured  from  royal  emissaries 
as  well  as  a  thorough  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the 
people.  He  served  as  selectman  for  nine  years.  He 
was  tho  Daniel  ^her  who  went  to  DeerfleM  with 
John  Fairbanks  in  1663.  He  w«s  also  the  grssl- 
grandfather  of  Fisher  Ames. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

FravliiM  CttartcrwCbsBgiM  m4  CntiMntloBt— Ineorpontioo  of 

KcwlliaiiJ  — H<  v.  Joseph  T"  1  Ik  t  — The  .^iM.m'I  Pariib  and 
Cb»r«b— R«T.  TbomM  Itolcb—Tbe  Third  Paritb  ana  Cbarcb 
— R«T.  JoaiBh  Dwifbt— S«v.  Andrew  Tytor-^ImorpiMiUloD 
of  W»lpole— H  f  ^  ..r  riuircb  of  Eni{1:in"l  begun— R«T. 
Wtlliaw  Clftrk— i^amuel  Colburn — Deri»r  of  E«t«tc  to  Rpli- 
tUfii  draKh — Ktr.  Smmw\  Dester — ^Tba  Fuuttb  l'arii<h  and 
Cbareh — Ui  v.  Ucnjnuiin  C«ryl— Svnriow  vf  Dedbam  Men  in 
French  Wa(»— Ne  w  Mrcling-UouM— Dr.  ^'ath»niel  A  roe* — 
The  FUlar  «f  Lib«rl7~Bv«iiti  Prior  to  tb*  ABMri«io  Itoro- 
tatkn. 

Ill  1692  the  charter,  under  which  the  eolonj  had 

f riit.  .1  for  fifty  five  yrnr«.  wns  (lissolved  hy  a  legal 
judgment,  aud  a  new  charter  ot  the  provioce  of  Mas- 


Id  oitil  tnatters,  there  were  some  chanson  worthy  of 
mention.  In  IfiOl  ttm  inhabitants  of  tlu>  town  and 
tbo  proprietors  iir«t  acted  as  separate  bodica.  In 
1695  tbe  proprietors  laid  out  the  thiny^fiiDr  Handled 
acres  of  ibeir  Sherboro  lends  whkii  were  included  in 
the  grant  oF  1636,  and  assig^ned  them  to  those  who 
could  then  nhow  their  rights  therein.  This  was  to  aid 
in  the  formation  ot  the  new  town  which  was  incorpu 
rated  in  1694.  In  1698  the  bounty  for  killing  a  full- 
grown  wolf  was  increased  from  twenty  lo  tbirty 
shillinpi,  and  a  number  of  these  bounties  was  soon 
after  received.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  town 
still  remained  a  wilderness.  In  raiding  thirty  pounds 
to  repair  the  meeting-hottse,  it  was  voted  to  pay  one- 
half  in  wheat  at  five  shiliin;:M,  rye  ut  foar  shillinga, 
corn  nt  two  9hilli11.cs,  and  a  Jay  ^  work  at  two  shil- 
linu'^     In  1701  it  \va»  voted  that  the  law  forbidding 


eachu«ett3  Bay,  with  a  Governor, Lieutenant  Governor,  atiy  person  not  an  inhabitant  to  purchase  land  in  the 
md  wcfetary,  appointed  by  tbe  crown,  took  its  pbioa   town  is  in  force,  and  that  measiires  bo  taken  to  get  it 

This  U  commonly  cunsidored  as  matkitii:  thv  beglD-  I  approved  by  the  General  Court.  The  Contentions 
ning  of  a  now  pt  riiMl  in  ih<^  lii-iin  y  i>t'  M  is-sat  lmsctis.  and  divir^ions!  existing  in  the  town  nrc  well  exempli- 
lo  the  Dccihaiu  settlement  it  was  a  time  of  depres-  fied  by  the  town-meeting  in  March,  1703.  It  us- 
MuD.  The  town  bad  been  without  a  pastor  for  sboai  aemblcd  on  the  sixth,  aud  was  held  all  day,  but  did  no 
e^t  years,  einoe  the  death  of  Mr.  Adsms.  Divi<  bonness  bnt  sdjonm  to  the  thirteenth  day.  The  ad- 
sion.s  had  arisen  among  the  people  during  the  vacancy,  jouroed  mectini:  could  do  no  business,  but  adjourned 
Lirji!  tin  V  liad  extended  calls  to  four  difTcrcnt  persons  '  to  theseveuteentii  day,  when  town  officer' were  chosen. 


10  become  their  minister.  In  the  correftpondeoce 
which  occurred  during  these  effiirts  of  the  dmreb 
and  town,  tbe  disooaragii^  state  of  affiira  at  Ded- 
han  was  not  concealed,  and  it  bad  the  effect  of 
eusisg  a  declination  of  each  iAvitatinn.  At  length, 
ill  1692,  Mr.  Joseph  Bolcher,  of  Milton,  accepted 
lbs  call.  Tb«  town  offered  him  aixty  pounds  to  pro- 
vide him  with  a  dwdling,  and  a  aafairy  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  afterwards  wood  to  the  value  of  ten 
nnnnd'^  wns  added,  or  that  amount  in  money.  He 
was  ordained  Isov.  ^U,  ib93.  Soon  after,  (be  meet- 
ing-honse  was  enlarged  by  tbe  addittou  of  new  gaU 
Prior  to  this  time,  the  ministeTial  rate  had 


A  new  meeting  was  called  on  the  twenty-seventh  day, 
when  another  board  of  townmffieen  was  ohoseo,  and  on 
tbe  seventeenth  of  April  a  third  hoard  of  town-oflioeni 
wascbcsen  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Ses.'>ions.  In  170<i, 
Sir  Prenti»>s  lie;_'nti  to  keep  solifMil  nt  twrnfy  pounds 
for  the  year  and  keeping  his  hun>e  with  hay  and 
grass.  In  171ft  the  town  grsnted  fiHeen  pounds  tor 
the  school,  which  wss  the  sum  granted  for  several 
years,  both  before  and  after  that  year.  In  1718  the 
town  imposed  a  penalty  nf  twenty  shillings  for  every 
month  an  unlicensed  birunger  tthould  remain  in  the 
town.  Tbe  province  tazea  until  1720  were  called 
the  country  taxes  in  the  asBessment.  as  the  name  of 
been  paid  by  the  voluntary  contributions  made  e.ich  province  was  odious  to  the  jteople.  In  1722  the 
Sabbath.  3Ir.  Belcher  proposed  that  for  one  rjuartcr.  settlement  was  visited  with  the  smallpox,  and  the 
hia  salary  should  be  paid,  aud  be  would  rely  upon  inhabitants  held  public  worship  in  a  private  bouse 
cMtribntions  Ibr  the  remaining  three-quarters  of  the  -.  for  fear  of  the  oonugioo. 

ytsr.  The  result  was  not  sstisbctory,  and  a  few  j  The  grsdual  extension  of  new  settlements  within 
yeans  after,  the  iiimi)»terial  rates  were  collected  in  the  the  territory  of  the  proprietors  is  >thi\vii  i)y  the  incor- 
same  trjaoncr  as  tin*  eotinfry  rnfes.  Thonc  who  de-  poration  of  new  towns.  In  1711  I'uriy  jirntons,  re- 
tired to  worship  elecwhero  bad  liberty  lo  pay  the  siding  in  that  part  of  the  town  now  calieti  Nccdhant, 
iBtes  to  the  minister  when  they  worahiped.  These,  ^  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  be  set  off  as  s  sepa- 
doubtless,  were  those  wlio  lived  at  a  remote  diftaoce  .  rate  township.  Dedbam  at  first  vpiptmeA  the  SSfara- 
frmn  the  meeting;  liou:»p  and  were  dc.^ir<»us  of  foriuing  tion,  but  afterwards  gave  if^  erin<ient  on  condition 
new  parishes.  About  the  year  1702  pews  were  first  that  the  petitioners  should  have  ie.<i<>  territory  thnn 
intiodoced,  aud  a  year  or  two  previous,  the  meeting-  they  demanded.  The  town  of  Noedham  ww>  inoor- 
honae  was  again  enlaiged.  I  porated  Nov.  5, 1711,  with  all  the  temtoiy  asked  for 
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iu  the  petition.  Bcllingham  was  intnrporatpd  Nov. 
27,  1719.  In  1G91  ibc  sclectmcD  had  reported  that 
tbe  lands  netr  Hendon  and  WreDtham,  wbich  eoa- 
stitnted  the  town  of  Bellin<;hacu,  were  QOt  worth  laj* 
in^  out  for  a  dividend,  so  that  there  was  probably  no 
oppasition  to  the  incoqioration.  It  waj)  namrti  it) 
honor  of  Governor  Richard  Bellioghau).  The  town 
of  Walpole  was  tooorporated  Dec  10, 1724,  and  was 
carved  oat  of  the  southerly  |>art  of  Dedliam.  It 
was  named  fnr  Sir  Ilobert  Walpole,  ibea  tbe  prime 
minister  of  En<:ianii. 

Mr.  Belcher  died  at  Roxbury,  April  27,  1723. 
Five  of  Ibe  priodpal  iDbabitants  were  direeted  to 
biie  a  eoieh  to  bring  his  Ixidy  to  Dcdham,  and  forty 
poun<!'^  w.  re  iifiLrwarda  allowed  .Ma(l;iin  Belcher  for 
expedMis  upon  the  occasion  of  the  t'uncrnl.  He  was 
bom  inMiltoo,  Hay  14,  1G68.  Ue  was  graduated  ai 
Harvard  College  in  1690.  His  boose  stood  npoo  tbo 
site  occupied  by  the  meeting-hoose  of  the  Allin 
Evangelical  Society,  lih  portrait,  which  now  hangs 
io  the  vestry  of  the  Fintt  Parish,  waapr^eated  by  Mrs. 
Bliiabeth  Gay,  Jan.  1,  1839.  Dr.  Cotton  Hatber 
presebcd  a  disoonrse  after  bis  death,  in  whiob  he 
qtealcs  of  him  as  "  an  excellent  preacher  to  walk  with 
God,  and  an  excellent  pattern  of  what  he  preached." 

The  inbabitants  residing  in  tbe  southerly  and  west- 
erly porttohs  of  tbe.towD,  OD  aoeount  of  their  remote* 
oess  frmn  tbe  ■eetieg'boiise,  had  for  seversi  jears 
made  known  their  desire  for  a  new  parish.  In  1722 
they  had  presented  their  petition  to  be  set  off  into  a 
town  or  precinct.  But  the  town  did  not  then  give  its 
eonseot  to  the  prayer  of  tbe  petition.  In  1728,  how* 
ever,  tbe  town  voted  that  if  tlie  inhabitaote  of  tbe 
southerly  part  of  the  town  will  unite  with  aome 
families  in  the  we.^terly  part  of  Stonghtnn  in  a  petition 
to  be  uiudc  a  parish,  it  will  give  its  consent.  Ac- 
oordingly  the  South  ftiish  of  Dedham  was  iooorpo- 
rated  by  the  General  Coort,  Oct.  1 R  1 730.  Tbe  terri- 
tory tliuH  incorporated  ineludt  d  also  what  was  after- 
wards the  West  Parish.  But  this  union  of  the  two 
sections  was  not  of  lung  uontinuaoce.  A  division 
arose  at  eooe  between  then  upon  the  hteation  of  tlie 
meetine-houst .  Tndeed,  the  ftamss  of  two  meeting- 
houses wen'  rui.si'd  about  the  Jaine  time,  and  neither 
was  satisfactory  to  ah  parties.  Unable  to  settle  the 
qaestioD,  tbe  precinct  voted  to  petition  the  General 
Coort  Ibr  a  eommittse  to  some  and  view  their  sittm- 
tioii,  and  to  set  oflf  to  the  old  prednot  as  maaj  OS  tbey 
bhaW  judg"'  to  he  most  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
both  precincts,  and  the  committee  did  set  off  to  the 
eld  preoinet  thgoe  famUks  Kving  ui  what  afterwards 
beeame  tbe  West  Parish.  Tbej  also  reeommended  to 
the  South  Psiisb  thet  it  rsmove  its  nestiog^l 


farther  south,  which  v^aa  done.  In  1769  aootber 
meeting-bouse  was  erected  in  this  parish.  ' 

The  cbnroh  eooneeted  with  tbe  Second,  or  Sonih 
Parish  of  Dedham  was  gathered  June  23,  1736,  eon- 
sisting  of  fifteen  members.  They  called  the  Rev. 
Thoma«  Haleh  to  be  their  pastor,  and  on  June  30th 
he  was  ordained.  Mr.  Balch  wa?  a  native  of  Cbarles- 
town,  and  wss  bom  Oct.  17, 1711,  and  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1733.  He  continued  to  be  the 
pastor  of  this  chure'h  until  his  death,  which  nccurred 
Jan.  b,  1774,  at  the  age  of  sixty  two  yt  ar:^.  His 
ministry  continued  thirty-seven  year;;  and  nearly  six 
months,  and  be  died  in  tbe  full  eonfidenoe  and  aifee- 
tion  of  bis  people.  lie  was  an  excellent  preachy, 
and  was  n  man  of  high  character  nnd  attaiomeitls, 
A  number  of  his  sermons  were  printed. 

The  people  in  tbe  westerly  section,  after  being  re- 
nnited  with  tbe  old  perish  io  1733,  were  still  dissatis- 
fied with  their  parochial  relations,  and  on  the  4th  of 
June.  173.'>.  they  organized  n  new  church  indcpen- 
deotly  of  the  First  Church.  On  that  day  the  Rev. 
Jonah  Dwight,  a  son  of  Capt  Timothy  Dwigbt,  of 
Dedham,  was  installed  as  pastor.  That  this  proceed* 
ing  was  viewed  with  disapproval  by  the  First  CImroh, 
is  evident  from  the  fact  thnt  though  invited,  it  was 
not  represented  at  Mr.  D wight's  instailatioo.  Tbe 
number  of  choroh  memben  was  thirteen.  At  the 
time  of  Mr.  Dwight's  iostallatieB  the  sBeeting-beiies 
begun  in  1731  was  unfinished ;  it  was  not  plastered, 
and  had  no  pews  except  those  built  by  individuals  for 
themselv^  It  was  afterwards  completed,  and  the 
house  stood  for  seventy -eight  years  before  the  present 
one  was  built.  The  parish  was  finally  incorporated 
as  the  Third  Parlsli,  Jan.  10,  IT^G.  But  the  trials  of 
this  people  were  by  no  uicans  ended.  Mr.  Dwight 
and  his  people  did  not  get  on  without  differenceii  and 
dissensions,  and  be  requested  a  dumisslon,  which  wss 
granted  May  20,  1743.  Tbe  terms  of  the  dismis- 
sion were  that  hi!  .should  receive  fifty  pounds,  and 
that  a  ••  number  of  respectable  individuals  should  on 
his  removal  accompany  him  as  far  as  Thompson." 
He  was  born  in  Dedham,  Feb.  7, 1670,  and  was  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College  in  1687,  and  was  the  min» 
i>tt  r  id  Woodstock,  Conn.,  before  he  came  to  Dedham. 
At't«r  his  di»uiii»iutt  from  the  Third  Parish  he  retoroed 
to  Woodstock,  where  bo  spent  tbe  remainder  of  bis  life. 

Tbe  name  by  wbieb  thb  parish  u  designaled  in 
the  act  of  incorporation,  and  which  it  has  since 
tained,  is  that  of  "  the  Clapboard  trees."  This  was 
an  ancient  name  for  this  locality,  and  probably  there 
were  treee  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  settlement, 
wbieb  were  eonsidersd  to  be  adapted  to  Ihrnhih  a 
covering  for  tbe  dwelliDg*bonses. 
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In  November,  1743,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Tyler,  of 
Boston,  was  ordaine<l  aH  M  r.  Dwight's  successor.  He 
WM  of  good  repute  ta  a  preacher,  and  a  man  of  per- 
■ODil  ittn«Ci(HM.  DDltOg  tb«  8nfc  tmtnty  years  of 
bit  miotttry  b«  had  the  rMpeot  and  ooDfiden«e  of  hia 
people.  From  17G4  to  1772  rery  serious  disputes 
STTise  between  him  aii«l  the  pnrish,  and  n']i«:'ated  but 
truitiesa  attempts  were  made  to  recttore  peace  by 
parah  meetings,  diiirob  meatittga,  and  eoeleaiaaUoal 
ooQDcila,  and  finally  by  referees,  until  Deo.  17,  1772, 
when  be  was  disniiHsi  d.  He  left  the  miai«try  and  re- 
sided in  Boston  until  his  death,  in  177?).  Thn  church 
had  no  other  paator  fur  nearly  eight  yean>  after  Mr. 
T^kr's  (fimiaHon,  dnrfng  wbieh  ita  ttwablea  and  dia> 
mumm  appear  to  hnvo  continuL'd,  whiob  tba  triab 
and  expensea  of  the  BeTolatiooaij  war  did  not  iarre 
to  miti<;ate. 

In  1731  the  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  Cutler,  rector  of 
€biulObtiroh,  Boaton,  **  at  tbe  derire  of  acme  dinrob- 


waen  and  dkRentens  willing  to  be  informed, "  first  began 
tbe  !>(Tviec  of  tiw  Church  of  ^Jn^'l-iTir!  uul  to  {)n'uc!i 
in  Dedham.  He  was  a  graduate  uf  Harvard  College, 
ft  MtiTe  of  Charlaatowo,  had  been  paator  of  a  Ooagre- 
gi^Bal  Gburab  at  SUatlbrd,  Ooon.,  and  anbaequeotly 
president  or  rector  of  Yale  College.  He  had  ood- 
formed  tr»  the  Church  of  England,  and  vim  at  this 
time  a  miasiooary  of  the  "  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tMBoftbe  Qospd  in  Sbidga  Parta,"  a  aooiety  formed 
fai  London  in  1701.  Tbe  plaea  wbare  tbaaa  aarvtoea 
were  held  by  Dr.  Cutler,  was  in  a  bonaa  owned  by 
Joseph  Smith,  in  the  westerly  purt  of  Dedham.  The 
house  was  standing  until  within  a  few  years  on  Sum- 
ner Stveet.  Hem  Dr.  Catkr  pfeadiad  at  iDtervak, 
and  betmeii  Novanber,  1732.  and  May,  1733, 
monthly,  to  congregations  of  forty  or  fifty  persons, 
and  adtuinistered  the  sacrament  to  eight  or  nine 
persons.  He  oootiuaed  his  services  until  Christmas, 
1733,  aflar  wbioh  thej  were  not  regular.  In  1734 
be  baptiied  five  children.  In  the  same  year  fliz  par- 
sons had  their  u^HIi^<lorial  taxe^  abated  on  the  urnund 
that  they  carried  on  the  worsliij)  of  (rod  in  thi'  way 
of  the  established  Church  of  England,  as  the  iaw  at 
tbia  ttne  parmittad  tben.  After  tbta  lino,  Dr.  Cut- 
ler visited  Dadban  oooasionally,  preacbing  to  a  oon- 
s-idfrahlc  conirrcOTtirtn  and  admini-stfrinfj  tho  snrra- 
meuts.  I>r.  Cutler  died  in  1765,  and  after  hii«  deutli, 
Dr.  Kbcoezer  Miller,  of  Braiotreo,  succeeded  to  the 
dnige  of  tba  aerrteea  hare.  In  1733-34  efforta  were 
made  toward.^  tho  Ituilding  of  a  obnitth,  but  it  was 
not  until  1758  that  the  work  was  actually  begun, 
and  ii  was  upeued,  Dr.  Miller  officiating,  the  Sunday 
after  Easter,  1761.  The  location  of  this  church  was 
•Bv  tba  oonar  of  Court  and  Gburob  Siroats,  but  ba* 
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fore  1771  nothing  was  done  more  than  outHidc  work. 
A  eontrihntinn  from  some  gentlemen  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
aided  in  finishing  the  house.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
RoTolatioo  it  bad  not  advancod  ▼ary  far  towards 
aompletioo,  as  it  bad  no  pewa,  and  waa  oMtber  latbad 
nor  p!fl.«tfrod.  After  Dr.  Miller's  death  tho  Rev. 
Kdwurd  Winslow,  liis  sucocsFor  at  Braintree,  con- 
tinued to  have  charge  of  the  servic^^s. 

Oo  tbe  16tb  of  August,  1767,  the  Kot.  Wil- 
liam Clark  began  to  read  the  service  at  Dedbain. 
Ho  was  the  sou  of  Rev.  Peter  Clark,  of  Danvers, 
a  graduate  of  Hwrvard  Colle>;t'  in  17:')!),  nrjd  was 
educaltHl  to  be — like  his  father — a  Cougregaiiunal 
elergynan,  but  bad  eonfonned  to  tbe  Charoh  of 
Enghmd.  Ho  went  to  London  and  was  ordained 
Dec.  18,  1768,  \>y  the  Bihhup  of  Lotidon.  On  the 
18th  of  June,  17t)i<,  hi?  hi';iaii  lii.x  sorviccs  a.-<  miH- 
sionary,  officiating  on  alternate  Sundays  at  DtHlliam 
and  Stoogbton.  Ha  married,  Sept.  15,  1770, 
Miae  Mary  Richards,  of  Dedham.  After  1772  he 
toiik  leave  of  his  people  at  Sfouj^hton  -ird  removed 
to  Dedham.  Tho  troublous  times  imuiediutely  pre- 
ceding the  first  eonflict  of  the  Revolution  interfiBrad 
with  tba  altandanaa  upon  bia  larviaei  and  tba  ad- 
ministration of  tba  saoraments.  But  he  continued  to 
hold  service  until  after  Ea.«ter,  1777,  anil  the  hiw 
was  passed  forbidding  prayers  for  tbe  king's  majesty, 
whan  ba  doaad  hia  abaroh'  Mr.  Claris  waa  very 
diaoreet  in  hia  eondnet  and  apeeoh  daring  tbia  trying 
period.  At  the  public  town-meeting  held  May  29, 
1777,  a  vote  was  passed  that  he,  with  three  of  his 
church,  were  looked  upon  as  inimical  to  the  United 
Staiea.  On  tba  21it  of  tho  fi^wiug  May  he  writes : 
"I  wea  aarronoded  by  a  mob  whan  I  got  home,  but 
escaped  on  my  parole."  On  the  5th  of  June  follow- 
injr  he  was  Uiken  prisoner  and  carried  to  Boston, 
when  he  gave  bail,  and  the  others  were  taken  to  jail. 
His  arrest  was  not  approved  by  tbe  oonmittea  of  tba 
town  at  fint,  but  thaj  were  uigad  to  make  tba 
prosecution.  The  charge  made  against  him,  was 
based  upon  his  writing  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  nf  a 
neighboring  county,  recommending  om  oi  his  con- 
gregation who  wia  in  diatrem  to  bis  kindly  aasiatanee 
in  helping  him  to  support  himaelf.  He  waa  a4}ndged 
guilty  hy  the  trilnnial  in  Boston,  ami  sentenced  to 
hairi-^huienr  and  confmcation  of  his  estate,  aud  sent  on 
board  a  guard-ship  iu  Boston  harbor,  where  he  re- 
mained about  ten  weeks,  when  ba  returned  to  Ded- 
ham. On  the  10th  day  of  June,  1778,  having 
through  the  intervenri-n  >^f  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ainef, 
who  8}'m|>athized  with  him  la  his  dii^tre^,  procured 
a  passport,  which  was  brought  to  him  by  Fisher 
Ames,  ha  took  laava  of  bis  friends  in  Dadham  and 
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sailoil  from  Boston  to  Newport,  (lif^ncp  to  New  York, 
aud  ihetiee  to  Kuglaud.  Uis  wife  accoiupunied  iiim 
to  Newport,  but  returned  to  Dedham,  where  »he 
died  in  ebild-bed  in  Iho  eneeeeding  Deoenber.  He 
remained  in  England  during  the  war,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  again  married, 
aod  resided  a  few  jeara.  Ue  finallj  lived  at  Quincy, 
Bfaie.,  whflM  he  died,  in  1815,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
fire  yeaia. 

In  1756,  Samuel  Colburn,  the  only  aon  of  Benja- 
min Colburn  by  his  second  wife  /Mary  fluntini:),  a 
young  man.  twenty-four  years  of  age,  whose  father 
had  died  in  1747,  leaving  bin  n  laige  landed  eetate, 
enlieted  as  a  Tolnnteer  in  (he  Ibree  raised  during  the 
French  war  by  Governor  Shirley,  destined  to  reduce 
the  fortifications  nl'  tlu>  enemy  at  rrown  Toint  and 
▼idnity.  Into  tiiis  force  about  twenty  men  enlisted 
flon  Dedhana.  It  has  been  aaserted  and  believed 
thai  Colbnm  was  drafted  or  inpieaaed  into  the 
vice,  but  against  hi.s  name  on  the  oriL'inal  roll  at  the 
State- Hotise  is  plainly  writt«n  the  word  rohottf'r. 
Hia  friend  and  neighbor,  Samuel  Richards,  also  en- 
liated,  and  there  is  really  no  ground  to  believe 
that  he  wascomptHud  to  join  the  army.  He  enlisted 
on  the  IRth  of  March,  1756,  marched  with  his  com- 
pany, and  on  the  28th  day  of"  October  he  died  of 
diseaae  at  the  Great  Meadowti,  between  Saratoga  and 
Stillwater.  Hie  frfendf  Samuel  Bieharde,  died  on 
the  13th  day  of  Aagnsfe. 

noTore  hia  departure,  Samuel  Colburn  made  his 
will,  dated  May  7,  175G,  by  which  he  deviwd  bis 
estate  to  trustees,  subject  to  the  lifo-^tat<i  ot  hia 
mother,  for  ber  mainteoanee  and  eomfortable  sub* 
■islenoa,  fiiat,  for  the  peymcnt  of  £26 14<.  4</.  towards 
'the  buildin!»  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  Pedharo, 
whenever  the  same  should  be  undertaken  ;  and  when 
such  church  should  be  uudcrtaken  to  be  erected,  one 
acre  of  bw  land  on  the  aonth  side  of  the  way  opposite 
his  dwelllng-honae,  next  to  Samuel  Richard's  house, 
should  be  set  apart  for  that  purpose  in  the  most  con- 
venient place,  and  this  Dotwithstaoding  the  devise  to 
his  mother.  In  case  the  churob  should  be  built  at 
the  time  of  hn  mother's  deosase,  the  said  estate 
should  be  to  the  ukc  of  said  church ;  and  in  ease  it 
should  not  then  be  built,  then  ibe  income  should  he 
applied  to  hire  and  pay  for  preach  iug  aud  carry iug  on 
puUio  woisbip  in  the  £piacopal  way  in  Oedham  until 
said  ehureb  shonid  be  built,  and  then  the  whde  to  be 
to  the  said  ehurch  forever.  By  this  will,  at  the  de- 
cease of  his  motlu  r.  in  addition  to  the  church  acre, 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres  of  iaod,  in- 
dnding  the  Colburn  bomeatead,  whidi  was  in  Ded- 
liam  village  was  given  (br  the  ose  of  the  Epiaoopal 


Clmroh  in  Dcdh.Tni,  Owini^  to  mismanatrement  of 
the  estate  by  those  intrusted  with  it,  some  of  it  was 
alienated  and  lost,  and  tbe  devise  of  the  church  acre 
wholly  ignored.  After  the  Bevolutioo,  and  tbe 
eease  of  Mrs.  Colburn  in  17'J2,  what  remained  was 
appropriafi  d  for  the  support  of  preaching  "  in  the 
Kpiseopal  way."  How  and  by  what  induoemeDts 
Samuel  Colburn  was  led  to  make  this  liberal  deviao 
to  the  ehnroh  of  England,  then  ao  obnoxione  to  the 
Puritan  establisbment,  lias  been  a  matter  of  coo* 
jecture  and  of  vayne  tradition.  That  Samuel  Colburn 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  service  ol  the  Epitioopai 
Cbureh  and  tlte  Book  of  Comnoo  Prayer,  there  is 
some  evidenee.  He  had  lived  in  the  fiunily,  or  was 
the  neighbor,  of  Samuel  Richards,  who  was  a  zealous 
churchman,  and  as  r;lergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land had  held  services  ia  Dedham  during  tweoty^five 
years,  and  ever  nnee  tbe  time  of  hie  birth,  ho  must 
have  known  aomething  of  the  cbureh  wbieb  lie  made 
the  object  of  bis  bounty.  Besides,  it  is  said  that  be 
disapprov  ed  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  his  relatives 
aud  neighbors  in  religious  matters. 

Bctiuoing  tbe  events  of  the  eighteenth  eentuiy, 
tbe  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Belcher 
was  aWfy]  in  a  little  more  than  three  months  by  the 
Rev.  Siiniuel  Derter.  He  was  born  in  Maiden,  was 
graduated  ut  Harvard  College  in  1720,  and  was  or- 
dained  Hay  6, 1 7SS4.  The  first  meeting  of  the  parish 
as  a  8e|Mriae  luecinot,  eonse<{uent  upon  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  Second  Parijih,  was  Jan.  4,  IT'iO-^il. 
The  meeting-house  required  ire(|ueul  repairs,  and 
owing  to  a  depreciation  of  the  currency  there  were 
Gtequent  adjustments  made  b  the  minister's  eabry; 
pews  fir^t  Ix^n  to  be  erected  ;  two  new  bells  wen 
provided  in  two  y^rs ;  the  deacons'  wivef^  had  sepa- 
rate  seats  assigned  them  ;  aud  the  ever-recurring  dis- 
turbance by  tbe  boys, — ^such  were  the  more  important 
events  in  the  history  of  the  pariait  daring  Mr.  Pes- 
ter's  ministry.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  Nov.  2:i, 
1738,  heinir  at  the  conrlnsion  of  the  first  century 
since  the  church  mas  gathered,  be  preached  a  dis- 
eourse,  of  whidi  two  editions  have  been  printed,  and 
ia  the  first  sermen  eonuining  biilorieal  nferencea 
whicl  '  I  been  printed.  He  also  left  a  Of 
iourinil.  In  the  earlier  portion  of  his  minij^try  there 
were  diaseosioDs  in  tbe  parish,  and  these  gave  the 
sensitive  posUv  mueb  distrsss.  After  tbe  ioewpon* 
tion  of  the  West  PaxIA,  affiun  moved  more  smoothly. 
He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan  20,  IT.'iS,  io  the 
fifty-firth  year  of  bi«  aire  and  the  thirtieth  of  his 
minisitry.  "  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  enjuying  the 
general  respeofc  and  oonBdoooe  of  bu  people." 

In  1748  a  fourth  pariab  was  ineoiponted  oalled 


uiyiii^ed  by  Google 


DEDUAM. 


01 


Springfield,  now  the  town  of  Dotir.  The  Rev.  Ben-  ■  "  for  liberty  to  get  materials  or  timber"  from  itilinde. 
jaoiiri  Caryl  was  ordaineJ  as  pastor  of  the  church  Mr.  Haven  furnished  the  plan  of  pewH  and  f>ent?  on 
Nov.  10,  lT»i-,  and  ho  d'u^d  Nov.  13.  1811.  Th*'  the  floor  of  the  house.  On  tin-  Ttli  of  June, 
parish  was  iucorpurated  as  a  district  by  the  (jcneral  1762,  the  iobabitants  assembled  tu  take  down  the  old 
Ooort,  Jaly  7, 1784,  when  the  name  of  Dover  wis  ^  hooae.  The  new  borne  wee  finfebed  Sept.  21, 1763. 
given  to  it.  The  timber  was  of  solid  oak  and  the  floor  had  oak 

This  wa«  the  period  in  the  history  of  Massacbu-  underneath.  It  had  fifty  pfW!  on  the  floor.  The 
!ett«  when  her  people  were  involved  in  the  warn  and  person  paying  the  highest  parish  rate  had  the  first 
military  expeditions  of  the  mother-country.  Id  au  choice,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  list.  The  deacoue* 
eKpedfiiioQ  agaioet  the  Speobh  W«at  India  settle-  '  seat  inmedialeiy  under  the  fnilpit,aad  above  it.  entered 
vents  thf  province  funii^lird  G\f  luindred  meo,  and  from  the  pulpit-stairs  half-way  up,  the  11  i  '  seat, 
six  men  irmu  tin-  South  Parl'-h  tif  Dcilham  wore  •were  both  retaiiu'd  In  the  tifW  as  in  tljc  old  house, 
among  thotie  who  p«:risiKtd.  In  the  famous  expedt-  But  the  velvet  cushion  given  by  the  young  women 
Ibn  against  Louisburg,  1745,  there  were  a  number  fur  the  pulpit,  the  curtain  for  the  vriodow,  the  otock 
of  men  inobably  from  the  fiouth  Pferisb,  and  among  i  given  by  Samuel  Dexter,  and  the  Bible  afterwards 
them  the  Rev.  Mr.  Balch,  who  eetred  as  one  of  the  |  presented  by  Mrs.  Barnard,  formerly  tlw  widow  of 
chaplains,  and  was  absent  from  bin  people  .sixteen  Rev.  Mr.  Dexter,  on  condition  that  the  rendinjr  of  n 
mooths.  lo  the  last  French  war  more  than  fifty  portion  of  it  should  have  a  place  in  the  public  services 
Dedbam  men  served  at  Thnndsroga,  Fcwt  Sdwaid,  I  on  the  Lord's  Bsy, — all  these  things  show  some  ad* 


Font  WilBam  Henry,  Lake  George,  and  in  Canada,  i  vaneemenl  in  the  idess  of  the  people  lespeetii^  pniK 

at  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  Louuburg.  Among  the  lie  worship..  The  old  New  England  versioti  i>f  the 
name?  of  those  who  served  in  thi.?  war  will  be  found  Psalms  was  exchanged  for  Tnto  and  Brady,  and  a 
those  of  the  oldest  families,  and  it  is  said  that  at  this  chorister  was  appointed,  with  power  to  Dominate  a 
period  ono'third  of  aU  the  effective  men  of  the  prov>  I  oomber  who  sboald  amisi  in  singing.  Before  this, 
iaeo  wem  in  some  way  engaged  in  the  war.  Mr.  |  one  of  the  deaeons  bad  reed  tbe  PSalm  line  by  line 
Havfu  ijuotea  from  Dr.  Natlianiei  Ames'  Almanaoof  *  as  it  was  sung.  No  instrument  of  music  was  intro- 
1756  the  following  lines :  |  duoed  until  1790,  when  the  bam  vk>l  was  admitted  to 

"  Behold  our  «mp  1  tnm  fear  frwn  rice  refiBod.  ;  etreogthen  the  baas. 

Net  «f  tbv  filth  bat  flower  of  human  kind !  1    The  ohnrcb  and  psnsb  wors  BOW  onlwing  npon  a 

Mothrrs  ifii  ir  <«7n^  t«M  v^  it-ti^i  tii''ii'  )iLi4>iind9  there  I      '  period  of  reB|Hie  fivMB  ^^MfHitss  swd  dlwiwirtoiiSi  IHie 

Brrthreii      bafe  uur  IjeiirLii,  uur  purse,  our  prayer."  .  l-  t.  l    •     •       ^       •  l 

'  '  •  serious  questions  which  wore  beginning  to  anse  be- 
The«e  wars  were  the  schools  in  which  Ma.'^sachu-  Iween  Enpland  and  the  province  perhaps  served  to 
8ett£  men  were  trained  in  the  duties  of  the  soldier,  withdraw  the  minds  of  the  people.  Perhaps  the  iu- 
Bod  wbieb  fitted  them  for  the  great  cooiliet  with  the  flneoee  of  a  man  like  Samoet  Dexter,  who  bad  re- 
motber-eotmtfy  in  the  war  of  the  Berolntion  twenty  I  moved  to  Dedham,  may  have  been  exerted  for  peaee. 
yearn  later.  Samuel  Dexter  waa  the  s-un  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dexter, 
On  the  5th  day  of  Pebmary,  1756,  about  feven  and  wa?  bom  in  Dedham,  and  became  a  merehant  in 
mootb)  aller  the  decease  of  Mr.  Dexter,  Mr.  Jason  Boston.  In  1763  he  came  to  Dedham,  and  built  a 
Haven,  of  Framingham,  was  ordained  as  his  soeeessor.  >  fine  reeidenee  for  that  day,  wbieb  now  stands  in  ex- 
One  hundred  and  thirty-tbreo  pounds,  six  shillings,  I  oellent  preservation.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth,  of 
and  eli^htpenee  hud  been  voted  him  "as  an  encour-  pnhiie  spirit,  and  no  man  since  the  days  of  Lusher 
agenient  to  settle  here,"  with  an  annual  salary  of  had  done  ho  much  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
sixty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and  eigbtpence,  |  town  and  church  by  his  services,  his  advice,  and  his 
sad  twenty  cords  of  wood,  daring  tbe  time  of  his  '  donatioos.    He  was  many  times  a  depnty  to  the 


here.  Owinu  to  the  deprematioD  of  the  Qeaeral  Court;  be  sat  five  years  in  the  Provincial 
currency,  the  salary  of  Mr.  Haven  wsa  ineressed  in  Con;:rress,  and  was  negatived  several  timc<f  as  a  coun- 
1770,  and  again  in  177^.  cilor  by  the  royal  governor.     At  the  beginning  of 

Tbe  old  meeting-bouse  built  in  1673  bad  now  the  Revolution  he  was  a  member  of  tbe  Supreme  Ex- 
slood  for  more  than  e^hty  ycsia,  and  in  Mardi,  1 761 ,  I  eeutive  Oonncil  of  State,  which  anisted  and  supported 
H  was  volsd  by  tbe  psrish,  with  unanimity,  to  build    tie'  military  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 


a  new  one.    The  structure  was  to  be  sixty  fe<  t  He  differed  from  the  msjority  of  his  associates  as  to 

and  forty-six  feet  wide,  with  a  steeple  and  two  porches.  .  the  policy  of  bringing  undisciplined  troops  so  near  the 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  apply  to  the  oharch    British  army  b  Boetoo,  and  in  eonseqnenoe  retired 
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from  public  serTico.  and  never  entered  it  atjain.  lu  ber,  however,  the  town  voted  that  it  would  he  a 
1784  he  sold  his  estate  to  Dr,  John  Sprague  and  re-  dan«:erons  prep<"dent  tn  «rrant  it  ss  n  matter  of  ri^'ht, 
moved  to  Meudoii,  where  liu  died  June  10,  1810,  in  but  that  *' wo  may  show  our  dutil'ui  regard  to  our 
(b«  eighty-flftb  ym  of  bis  age.  He  bequeathed  five  I  meet  gmdoos  aovereign,  and  our  gnuitade  to  those 
tluniMnd  dollars  to  Harvard  College  to  fiaiiid  a  pro*  j  worthy  persons  who  caused  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
fespnrsliip  for  proniotini,'  the  study  of  Biblical  Criti-  ,  Act,  we  irive  instruetiini!*  to  vote  firr  the  indemnity, 
ciam.  He  was  the  father  of  tlie  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  [  as  it  is  now  askvd  tor  on  tlie  irround  of  generosity." 
the  eminent  lawyer,  and  afterwards  Secretary  of  War  .  The  news  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  reached 
and  of  the  TNam?y  in  the  adminutration  of  John  j  Boston  in  May,  1766.  It  was  reoeived  with  the 
Adams.  {'tnoBt  entbofliafltie  ezpcearioDS  of  joy;  a  day  waa  set 

In  1732,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames  removed  iVum  Bridge-  apart  fur  the  purpose,  tind  by  the  rinfrini:  of  bell?!,  the 
water  to  Dedham.  He  was  a  man  of  an  acute  mind,  dii^play  of  bannern,  the  release  of  prisoners  i'or  debt  by 
a  ready  wit,  and  of  amiable  temper.  He  is  best  i  subecriptton,  a  brillant  illumiuaiiou  with  loyal  inacrip- 
known  as  the  author  of  the  Ames  Almanaes,  which  :  tions,  and  figures  of  Pitt,  Osmden,  and  Barvi,  the 


were  published  for  forty  years,  although  it  has  been 
said  some  of  the  first  of  tlie.se  mast  have  been  published 
by  bis  father.  He  became  a  promiueDt  citizen,  and 
mudi  employed  in  town  mid  parish  sfiits.  He 
,  for  his  seeond  wife,  Deinmh,  the  dai^ter 


people  testified  their  gratitude  mid  delight.  In  this 
public  rejoicing  the  people  of  Dedham  most  heartily 
joined,  and  they  have  leil  a  lasting  memorial  of  their 
joy  to  Buoceeding  geoeratioos. 

In  the  northwest  corner  of  the  eooit-hoose  yard 
of  Jeremiah  Fisher,  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  '  there  stands  a  square  granite  pillar,  about  fire  feet  in 


Fisher,  the  second  of  that  name.  By  this  union  he 
had  several  children,  among  whom  were  Fisher  Ames 
noA  Nathaniel  Ames,  who  lioth  Uvid  and  died  in 
Dedham.   The  Ames  almanass  are  rare  and  enrions 

and  contain  predictions  of  wars  and  direful  events, 
ffturided  upon  the  conjunctions  of  planets,  with  mnio 
^uaiul  verses.  He  lived  in  a  house  which  was  a 
lavern  for  many  years,  and  wbtdi  stood  en  the  loca- 
tion of  Ames  Street,  near  High  Street,  opposite  the 
court-house  in  Dedham.    It  wus  known  prior  to  tiie 


Kcvolution  as  Woodward's  tavern,  but  at  some  time  i  1766. 


height,  which  hearse  the  ftillowiffj  inseripti'^o.'',  reveal- 
ing its  history  to  him  who  can  decipher  the  letters, 
now  blurred  by  time: 

"  Tbo  PiUar  of  Libert;  er«ei«d  bjr  th«  Son*  of  Libert/ 
in  tbi*  vioiiiitj. 
"I.nii!^    n>-i>   negii  et  Immunitat  m  «ut<ir!t'iif^q  mazlflM 
I'fttrouus  i'tit  i(ui  Kempub.  rnnuiii  ovultit  faucibiu  Orel. 

"  Tbu  Pillar  of  Uhmtty  to  th«  bODor  of  Willi«m  Pitt,  JUq-t 
and  otber*.  Patriots,  wbo  tmrtd  ADeriw  from  iinppn'ling 
«Uv«i7,  aod  aoaftriDHl  «ir  noat  lofel  affaotion  to  King  George 
III.  bj  proenrtDg  a,  rtpaal  of  tba  Stamp  Act,  18th  March, 


previous  it  had  been  kept  by  Dr.  Ames.  He  died  in 
1764.  His  widow  surrived  nndl  1817,  and  died  in 
the  oinety-fiilh  year  of  her  cge.  The  house  wss 
taken  down  after  her  death. 

The  pat«n<je  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  1765  was  th« 
beginning  of  the  series  of  measures  by  which  Eng- 
land BSterted  the  right  to  tss  the  eotonies,  and  whieh 
were  the  pvoniwite  oanses  of  the  Ameriesn  Revolu- 
tion. The  attempt  to  enforce  it  in  Boston  excitod  the 
people  to  violence,  aud  a  tju)b  destroyed  the  records 
of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  and  the  houses  of  the 
Crown  offieen  of  oustoms.  With  this  sj^rit  of  resiat- 
aiice  the  men  of  Dedham  had  full  lympathy.  In 
Oetober.  1705.  S.iiiitiel  De.xter,  their  reprejientative  t+) 
the  Ueneral  Court,  was  instructed  not  to  encourage  the 
SKeoution  of  that  aot,  and  the  duty  of  rensting  it  wss 
enjoined  upon  bim,  for  the  mBons  so  fully  assigned  at 
that  time  in  public  documents  and  writings.  In  October, 
176G,  the  General  Co  ) rt  hnvioL:  proposed  to  the  town 
whether  it  will  bestow  an  indemnity  on  ilie  tale  sufferers 
by  the  riots  in  Boston,  the  town  voted  that  it  oould 
not  oomaiit  even  to  a  partial  indemnity.  In  Norem- 


«ErMlad        Joljr  21, 17M,  hj  Dr.  Katbaniel  Ansa  (24]^ 

Col.  Ebeoezer  Dottle,  Major  AMjati  I>r:i|ii'r.  nii'I  other  patriola 
fri«odljr  to  tbe  right*  of  the  Colonies  ut  that  dajr. 

"  Roplarod  bj  tbo  oiyaona,  July  4,  »».*' 

This  monumental  stone  once  formed  the  pedestal 
of  the  Pillar  of  liberty."  It  was  surmounted  by 
a  wooden  eoiumn  aboot  twelve  feet  high,  on  tim  top 
of  whidi  was  plaeed  a  wooden  bust  of  William  Pitt. 

From  memoranda  now  pre-erved,  it  appear?  that  the 
stone  was  prepared  in  May,  aud  on  the  22d  of  July 
the  Pillar  of  Liberty  waa  ereelBd  in  the  preseoee  of 
**a  mut  oonoonrss  of  people."  Whether  the  bust 
which  had  been  "  bespoken"  on  July  2d  waa  never 
ftirnished,  or  whether  it  proved  nnpati^fsetory  is  un- 
certain, but  ia  the  succeeding  February,  Dr.  Am(», 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Haven  and  Mr.  Battle,  went  to  Bosp 
ton  and  bespoke  "  PitCs  bust  of  Ur.  Sitiliin."  The 
Mr.  8killin  referred  to  was  a  ship-carver,  and  thase 
who  remcmlier  the  fipure-head.'*  of  vesv^ols  fifty  years 
ago,  can  torm  a  good  idea  oi  the  artistic  merits  of 
tbb  bust  of  WilUsm  Pitt.  The  pillar  was  originally 
placed  on  the  eomer  of  the  oommon,  in  front  of  the 
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e,  dtreetly  opposite  the  tavern.    It  stood 
intsct  until  about  the  beginoing  of  the  present  cen- 
tuvf,  wheo  the  column  and  bust  fell,  and,  alter  tying 
drnt  the  aUMM  pedeitil  tor  a  time,  diMppeared.  < 
Aft«r  the  bniMiitg  «f  tlie  new  oonH-boiifle,  in  1827,  i 
the  podflrtal  was  removed  acroits  the  street  to  near 
its  present  location.    Such,  briefly,  is  the  history  of 
one  of  die  oldest  memorials  now  preeerred  io  Ded-  ^ 
ban,  and  it  M  iraffthy  of  iMrtter  wro  of  ttie  pmaet 
and  etmiiag  graemtioiM  than  it  has  neuvad  frem  the 

Aoother  monument  of  this  period,  wheo  the  miods 
of  the  people  were  turned  to  preparations  for  war,  is 
the  old  powdarwhooaa,  on  the  niek  whidi  beats  iti 
name,  on  Amaa  Strcat,  near  the  mar.   As  ear)  j  as 

1762  the  town  voted  "  to  have  the  powder-house 
bntld'^d  on  a  great  rock  in  Aaron  Faller's  land,  near 
Chiries  River."  The  committee  chosen  did  not  per- 
ftm  their  doty,  and  in  Maj,  176ft,  two  more  peiwrna 
were  joined  to  the  committee,  and  inatrncted  to  have 
the  boose  bulk  fortliwith.  It  wm?  finished  iu  17G6, 
aod  ira<«  usod  for  uinuy  years  for  the  »torn„'*«  iim- 
nmoiiiuu,  probably  asi  lung  as  there  were  Lruiued  cuui- 
psaiea  in  tha  pariah.  The  town  baa  vaiy  raoently 
owned  mnskets  and  cartridga-boiaa  wbieh  hane  bean 

handeJ  down  for  many  years. 

The  town  .^ont  ddotrates  to  a  convention  held  in 
Faneoil  Hall  iu  September,  1768.  This  conventiun 
of  Aa  towna  of  the  provtBoa  was  eallad  to  protest 
afsiaat  die  eucroachaiaata  of  tbe  crown.  Immedi* 
afely  upon  t!ie  adjournment  of  this  eonvention,  the 
squadron  conveying  the  troops  I'rotu  Hatifax,  sent  lor 
I17  Governor  Bernard,  arrived  aod  the  selectmen 
lafhaed  tbem  qnaiters. 

In  March,  1770,  all  daties  imposed  by  the  act  of 
17(77,  except  tfi"  ';ix  on  tea,  were  abnli.slied.  In  the 
uum  year  OtMlliaiu  declared  bj  vote,  "  That,  as  the 
daty  on  tea  Iwniabca  so  higa  a  anaa  towaida  tba 
aMiotenaaca  of  iannnianbk  mnllitndsa,  ftom  the 
odiotta  commiieioner  of  customs  down  to  the  dirty 
iDformer  by  him  eniployed,  we  will  tiw  no  foreign  tea, 
Dor  permit  our  families."  In  January,  1773  aod 
1774,  the  town  passed  aiailar  reaolationa,  and  a 
auttee  of  oomspondenoa  waa  efaoson.  In  Septan* 
bir,  1774,  the  town  met  for  the  purpose  of  adopting 
measares  to  prevent  the  late  sets  of  I'nrliaroent  from 
being  carried  into  effect,  and  ehu2««  delegates  to  the 
esBTeatioa  wbwh  aabaequeutly  passed  the  SniTolk 
nsolvea.  A  oooTOOtion  bad  liean  hdd  in  Stongbton 
io  the  preceding  August,  and  was  adjourned  to  meet 
St  Wtxidward's  tavern,  in  Dedham,  on  the  6th  of 
September.  It  was  then  adjourned  to  Vose's  tavern, 
ia  Mihon,  on  tho  9th  of  Sq»tenibar,  whao  tba  reaolvaa 


were  pasaad.  But  the  time  for  resolutions  and 
ventinns  was  wel1ni.:b  "p'^Tit,  Samuel  Di  xf'T  and 
Abner  Ellis  were  chosen  deiegatt-H  to  the  Fruviucial 
Congress  in  January,  1775,  and  in  March,  the  town 
voted  to  raiaa  a  dataehad  oompanj  of  minnt»«aii, 
consisting  of  sixty,  to  be  drilled  in  the  military  ait| 
three  half-days  in  each  wfck,  and  be  ready  to  act  on 
the  shortest  notice  in  case  of  an  alarm.  Tbey  were 
eDliatod  for  nine  nontha.  Thair  pay  waa  Szad,  and 
tba  naoney  waa  bomwad  to  pa/  than. 

We  are  now  brought  by  the  course  of  events  to  the 
very  beginning  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  a  century 
since  the  town  was  summoned  to  take  an  active  part 
in  PhiKp'a  war,  the  liiat  raal  eonfliot  of  arma  aiiioa 
tlie  bsginnbg  of  tlia  aetdflmeni.  During  the  but 
half  of  the  century  then  passed,  in  the  French  wsrS) 
and  in  many  expeditions  aod  campaigns,  Dodham 
lUtiu  had  been  called  upon  to  participate,  and  in  1 H  5 
tbara  weie  not  a  law  anmwora  of  tbaaa  nteran  aal- 
diaia.  For  tho  groat  oonfliet  about  to  b^n  around 
Boston  they  were  prepared,  not  only  in  spirit  and* 
resolution,  but  bj  militaiy  experience  gained  in  real 
campaigDB. 


CEAFIER  VIL 

DBDBAlf— (CbNiteMMl). 

Dedbuii  VlUii^e  in  177a — Li-^uliiig  Mun— L«xini;ton  Alarm — 
MiDDtp-iMi'n  and  Militia  Companiea  March — Siege  of  Boa- 
toa— TowD  Votas  apmn  Qn««tion  of  lodepvndMiaa—BonnUas 
for  SeMiera— Parlsbw  Rabe  H«nejr  by  Taxadon— Ariielat 
of  CuDf«der«tion  ApproTed— DclegatM  to  Sisto  Cunvcntioa 
for  foraiing  Conatttatloa— Bxpanaaa  of  Revolutionarj  War — 
PaenDiaiy  Biatraia— Anradiamta  to  Bteta  Oanitttatloii  Pie. 
poaad— Col.  BaaM  WbitiDg. 

In  1775  Dedham  eontaiaed  abont  aaraiiCaan  hnn- 

dred  inhabitants,  who  lived  in  four  parishes,  what  is 
now  T>ovor  bein<_'  tlie  fourth.  They  were  nearly  all 
farmers,  for  there  was  then  no  compact  village  near 
the  maeting-honae  of  tlia  Fiiat  Parish.  During  tba 
eentvij  then  pasaed  the  inbabitanta  had  renovad  to 
the  other  parishes,  and  the  Tillage  had  been  aban- 
doned exLejit  liy  the  farmers.  Near  the  mecting- 
houftf  stood  the  residence  of  Samuel  Dexter,  and  di- 
rectly oppoelta  the  paisooage,  while  a  little  farther  aot, 
stood  Woodward's  taTara.  There  were  a  few  meoliao> 
ic8,  but  no  shop-keepers  and  no  lawyer?  Tliere  was 
a  physician  I'Dr.  Nathaniel  Ame»>,  and  one  fiohool- 
mastcr,  and  he  waa  employed  only  for  a  short  time  in 
one  place.   Tba  farmaia  earriad  tba  produota  of  tbdr 
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furtua  to  BoatOD  for  a  market,  thongli  the  roads  were 
bad  and  circuifnu*.    Amonji  the  nrtu  Irs  thf'v  earri»»d 
were  peeled  oak  bark,  boop-polcN.  «ak  unU  pine  titu- 
W  for  baildiDg,  <Mk  Steves,  ship  timber,  ebwcoal, 
and  wood  for  fbd  to  aome  extent   Yegetablea  and 
produce  from  the  gardens  were  carried  in  panniers. 
The  generations  of  the  preceding  century  had  endured 
great  hardsbipa,  and  probably  derived  but  a  bare  aub- 
sietenoe  from  thdr  hbor.   They  had  not  9nly  aarred 
aa  aoldiem  in  the  Fienoh  wara,  but  the  taxation  of 
their  polls  and  estates  to  meet  the  expenses  of  these 
wars  had  been  a  drain  upon  their  resources.  More- 
over, by  the  emuwioQ  of  bills  of  credit,  the  currcDcy  ^ 
bad  ao  depreeiated,  that  by  the  end  of  the  vara  deven  j 
or  twelve  buodred  poaoda  were  not  equal  to  more 
than  a  hundred  pounds  aterliog.    All  these  expcns^cs 
had  been  met  without  obtaining  any  compensation 
from  the   mother- country.    The  geuerations  then 
liTbg  were  nlao  defieient  in  edacatioo,  aa,  in  the  | 
pressure  for  nooey,  the  funds  given  for  aohoob  i 
•by  Metealf,  Avery,  Kini^biirv.  and  Damon  had  been  , 
applied  to  ntlicr  purpose*,  ami  tlif?  sehmd  lands  in 
Needhum  iiad  been  sold  to  pay  ordinary  expenses. 
But  they  retdned  the  strong  love  of  civil  and  retig- 
UHls  liberty  of  their  ancestors,  though  SOtttevhat  nar- 
rowed and  intensified  by  political  event!:  ai)>!  their 
own  circumstances.    The  pinees  of  Lusher  and  Fisher 
of  the  first  century  were  filled  now  by  worthy  sucees- 
•en.   Pint  and  ibrenoet  among  them  should  be  I 
named  Samuel  Dexter,  who  was  usually  the  mode- 
rator of  the  town-nu>o(ii);„'s  and  framer  of  the  n  soln- 
tions  then  passed.    He  was  a  man  of  vigorous  spirit, 
and  gave  liberally  of  bis  means  to  the  patriotic  cause. 
There  was  Dr.  Nathanid  Ames  the  younger,  the  town  ! 
physietan,  an  ardent  patriot,  then  in  the  thirty- fourth 
year  of  hi?  a'^c,  his  brother  Fisher  beiDi:  tlien  but 
seveututa.    There  were  alao  Abner  Ellis  (^Tbird  Par-  ^ 
ish),  a  deputy  to  the  Generai  Court;  Riohard  Wood- 
ward, of  Woodward'a  tavern ;  William  Aveiy,  repre- 
sentative of  an  honored  name  in  Dedham  anoala; 
Cupt.  Jaseph  Guild  and  Capt.  George  Gould,  men 
who  held  posts  of  trust  and  rcspoosibility  \  and  Capt.  ^ 
Aanm  Fullo'  «od  Setgt.  Isaae  Dollscd,  names  of  frs*  < 
quent  reennrence  in  the  town  reeords,  and  who  were  i 
afterwards  deacons  of  the  Dedham  Church. 

The  men  f>f  1775  were  now  rendy  for  ftirflifr  sac- 
rifices and  sutlerini:  in  the  maintenance  ol  their  iibcr-  , 
ties.  The;  bad  pledged  themaelveB  to  stand  with 
their  brethren  in  the  provinee  in  their  reiiatanee  to 
Britisih  aggression,  and  they  were  prepared  to  redeem 
that  pledge.  There  were  five  companies  of  militia  in 
the  town,  corresponding  to  the  number  of  the  parishes, 
exoept  there  were  two  in  the  First  Parish.   Besides  ' 


these  were  the  minute-men  sad  an  assooiatioD  of 

Vt'terHPH  of  thf»  Frciicli  wars. 

Such  were  the  names  and  characters  of  some  of 
those  who  stood  ready  on  Dedham  sdl  to  join  tbeir 
conntiymen  in  the  eonlliet  about  to  open,  and  radi 
wss  the  preparation  that  had  been  made  when,  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  there  cume  the 
messenger  to  briog  to  them  the  "Lexington  alarm." 
We  ere  told  he  esme  through  Needham  and  Dower, 
and  probably  the  more  direct  routes  were  obatrueted 
by  the  Briti.sh.    It  was  received  a  little  af^r  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  .so  thnt  the  news  had  no 
doubt  gooe  through  the  southern  towns  of  Middl^oz 
before  reaching  Dedham.  The  minute-men  w«rs 
ready  to  march  as  they  had  enlisted,  "upon  «ny 
eraerpency."    TVu  rc  are  traditions  still  kept  of  the 
plough  being  left  in  tbr-  t  urMw  and  of  the  team  stopped 
in  the  highway  and  its  driver  mounting  bis  horse  and 
galloping  for  his  musket  and  aoeoutrements.  Tbey 
did  not  wait  for  more  than  n  ]>latoon  to  gather  beibre 
they  started.    Cajit.  .Toseph  Guild,  of  the  minute- 
men,  with  his  owu  liaud  silenced  some  croaker  who 
said  tlie  alarm  was  false.    As  the  day  wore  ou,  the 
militia  companies  mustwed  under  their  icspeetiwe 
captains.  The  first  company  cf  the  Fi rst  Parish ,  with 
sixty -seven  offifers  and  men.  were  led  by  Capt.  Aaron 
Fuller.    A  second  company  of  seventeen  men,  under 
Capt.  George  Gould,  with  Richard  Woodward  aa 
lieutenant,  went  probably  from  Dedham  Tdand  and 
that  I  I  t!   1  of  Weat  Roxbwy  formerly  included  in 
Dedham.    Tlim  the  eotupany  of  the  Third  Pari.-h. 
under  Capt.  William  Ellis,  consisting  of  thirty-one 
men.    Next  in  distance  came  the  company  of  the 
South  Pariah,  under  Capt.  William  Bullard,  with 
sixty  men.    The  oompaoy  from  the  Fourth  Pariah 
(Dover\  under  Capt.  Khenerer  Battle,  with  sixty- 
seven  officers  and  men,  perhaps  marched  by  another 
route.   Nor  were  these  slL  Tim  vetmins  of  llie 
Prendi  warn,  whose  Uood  wss  stirred  by  the  long- 
expected  summons,  gathered  themAelves  upon  the 
common  before  the  meeting  house,  and  after  a  prayer 
offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Roxbury,  followed 
their  mos  to  the  poet  of  danger,  led  by  Heiekiub 
Fuller  and  Nathaniel  Sumner. 

Wc  arc  told  that  the  town  that  day  vtm  almost 
Utf>ni!!y  without  a  male  inhabitant  below  the  age  of 
seventy  and  above  that  of  sixteeo."  There  were  not 
less  than  three  hundred  men  under  arms,  including 
the  minute-men  and  the  militia  and  excluding  the 
veterariFi.  It  is  not  known  where  the  Dedham  sol- 
diers met  the  British  on  the  retreat  towards  Boston, 
but  of  those  who  actually  participated  in  the  conflict 
one  (Elias  Haven)  was  kiM  wd  one  (Xsmsl  Bvurstt) 
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wonnded.  The  former  wis  firom  the  Fourth  Perish,  j 
and  was  tile  SOU  of  Deacon  JoHcjili  Tfiivi  n,  and  was 
thirfj-thiw*  year?  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
iefl  a  son  and  a  daughter.  He  \»  supposed  to  have 
hsM  killed  n  Cambridge.  There  were  two  named 
IrmI  Everett  in  the  Dedhsn  eoupenies.  The  father 
was  a  sergeftDt  in  Otpt  Gould's  oompaey,  sod  served 
three  days.  The  ealled  Ismcl  Everett.  .Tr  ,  served 
iit  Capt.  Aaron  Faller's  oompany,  and  is  no  doubt  the 
one  who  WM  wottsded,ai  the  roll  shows  that  be  served 
hot  one  daj.  He  was  itrobably  the  same  Israel 
Ererett  who  is  named  in  the  Everett  gsnsalogy  ss 
the  son  of  Israel,  born  Oct.  13,  1744. 

The  rolla  of  all  these  oompaaies,  containing  the 
Dinss,  time  of  ssrvice,  and  number  of  mHsi  timveied, 
signed  and  attsated  bj  their  rospeatiTe  osptsins,  are 
carcfrilly  arranged  and  preserved  iit  tlie  State-House, 
with  the  names  of  the  thousands  who  on  that  day 
marched  at  the  Lexington  alarm. 

It  nenld  seem  ftwa  these  roBs  thai  the  oompenios 
finsi  the  First  Psrish  marehed  ont  about  fenrtesn 
miles,  and  the  companies  from  the  other  parishes 
marched  about  twice  that  di^tanw.  Thmt^  facts 
would  mdicate  that  they  did  not  beyond  Cam- 
bridge.  The  minute  oompany  was  kept  io  service 
sboot  a  fortnight,  and  the  rest  from  thrss  to  ten 
<3»v«. 

During  the  inontli  of  April,  companies  of  soldiers 
fioffl  the  southerly  parut  of  the  province  and  from 
Rhode  Island  were  oonstsntly  psssiog  throogh  Ded> 
Imb  in  Jaige  numbers.  Some  of  the  provincial 
«»nnon  wpro  romnv<Ml  to  Btdliam  on  the  28th  of  the 
mouth.  Ail  was  tumult  and  confusion  In  Mny, 
the  UWn  voted  to  raise  one  hundred  and  twenty 
nea  in  the  [mnsbea,  to  be  rsadj  to  march  on  an 
alarm,  and  to  be  raised  bj  the  Several  militia  officers 
nf  thp  town.  The  niinutp  nifri  wrro  to  aHseniblo  for 
two  months,  three  half-days  in  the  week,  to  learn 
Adrdnty.  The  privates  in  the  two  companies  were 
Io  be  paid  et  the  rate  of  four  shillings  a  day  while  in 
actual  service.  Committees  were  appointed  i  i  > 
cure  puns  and  ammunition,  to  nstriblinh  a  ni;jrht-watch, 
aad  to  cause  the  great  gun  of  Kitig  Philip's  war  "  to 
be  swaog."  Samuel  Dexter  announced  that  be 
vonld  fpf9  his  time,  trouble,  and  expense  in  serving 
t^c  r  wn  at  the  Congrem,  and  Bbeneisr  Braekett 
WB8  chosen  to  guard  the  cannon. 

The  Dud  ham  soldiers  were  part  of  the  provincial 
'""J  then  ooneentrating  around  Boston,  with  head- 
qttarters  at  Gambridgs.  They  probably  did  not  par- 
^itijiutc  in  the  action  on  Bunker's  Hill.  During  the 
sutcf.  <linir  winter  they  formed  a  portion  of  the  force 
*Bg>^  in  the  siege  of  Boston  ou  Dorchester 


Heights.   After  the  evseuation  of  Boston  by  the 

Hriiisli,  in  March,  177G,  they  mardied  to  Tiooti< 
d<MiiL';i,  t<i  Canada,  and  otlior  [Hiints,  nnd  fnimc  movod 
with  the  army  to  New  Yurk.  On  the  4th  of  April, 
177G,  Gen.  Washington  spent  the  night  in  Dedham 
on  bis  way  to  New  York.  There  is  a  trsdttion  that 
he  was  entertained  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Dexter. 

At  the  N'liv.-mher  se.«wioii  df*  tlio  fliTi'Tal  Court  in 
1775,  an  act  was  pa.ssed  reciting  that,  whereas  Boston 
is  now  made  a  garrison  by  the  ministerial  army,  and 
become  a  eommon  receptacle  fbr  the  enemies  of 
America,  it  provides  that  Dedham  should  be  the 
shtrf  town  of  .Saffolk,  and  thnt  thf»  courts  .sliould  he 
held  there  and  al  Braintree.  The  books  of  record 
and  papeis  from  the  registry  of  deeds  were  also 
removed  to  Dedham.  On  the  27th  <^  May,  1776, 
in  the  warrant  ibr  the  town-meeting  in  March,  there 
having  been  an  article  "to  know  the  minds  of  the 
town  about  coming  intu  a  state  of  iodependeooy," 
after  sevml  adjournments,  the  town  unanimously 
voted  that  if  the  honorable  Oongress  shall  dedars  the 
colonics  independent  of  Great  Britain,  the  inhabitants 
will  «olcmnly  entraire  to  support  it  in  that  measure 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  In  July  of  the  same 
yetir,  the  towns  in  the  provinee  having  been  rsquired 
to  prooure  their  proportion  of  soldiers  in  two  levtM, 
Dedham  voted  a  bounty  of  seven  pounds  in  addition 
to  the  other  wages  of  the  soldiers  in  enlisting.  Sev- 
enty men  received  this  bounty.  A  committee  was 
I  chosen  to  provide  for  families  in  diMrsn.  Com' 
I  mittees  of  mfety  and  oorreqiondenee  were  chosen 
for  the  year  and  flie  subsequent  years  of  thp  war. 
The  n<rtrrcp:utf  amount  of  •'ervico  by  the  soldiers  of 
.  the  town  during  this  year  must  have  been  equal  to 
fifty-five  men  employed  twelve  months  each.  Upon 
the  records  of  the  First  Parish  there  is  recorded  a 
report,  made  liy  Capt.  Joseph  (luild,  shMwihu  the 
number  of  soldiers  from  the  First  Parish  during  1775- 
7o,  and  the  amounts  of  the  boontics  jiaid  to  them. 
I  By  this  report  it  appeared,  that  fifty-five  soldiers 
<  from  the  First  Parish  only  had  served  dnring  1776, 
I  whose  aggregate  services  were  equal  to  twenty  men 
I  employed  twelve  months  each.  In  February,  1777, 
the  town  voted  a  bounty  of  t  weoty-four  pounds  to  eseh 
msn  who  would  enlist  for  three  yesrs  or  during  the 
war.  Forty-nine  soldiers  received  this  bounty. 
Afterwards  each  parish  nsmimed  the  payment  of 
the  bounties  to  soldiers  beiongiug  to  it,  and  raised 
the  money  by  taxation.  In  1778  the  First  Parish 
imposed  a  tax  upon  its  iohabitattts  of  fbnr  thoussnd 
four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  The  Second  Parish 
in  1777  raised  their  quota  of  m^n  for  the  T'ontinental 
'  service  without  using  any  bounty-money  of  the  town. 
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In  1778  the  Tint  Pliriflh  alone  had  tbwt]r4btee  men 

eroploj'ed  one  month  near  Boston,  seventeen  men  in 
other  places,  and  thirty  men  in  the  army.    The  i 
selectmeo,  militia  officers,  and  special  committees 
mm  anthoriied  and  requested  to  proeute  soldiers 
and  boltOW  money.    Id  January,  1778,  the  town 
approved  the  nrticles  of  confc'denition  of  the  colonirs. 
In  May  a  form  of  State  constitution  proposed  by  the  ^ 
Pravuunal  Congress  vas  appfOTsd  liy  die  town»  i 
thoogh  it  was  rejected  by  a  hrgt  majority  in  the 
piOTinoe.    The  next  year  the  town  instructed  its 
reprosentiitivc  (o  vdte  for  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pi>^  uf  proposing  a  form  of  State  goveromeut  to  the 
people.   In  July  the  Rev.  Jason  Haven,  and  Dr. 
John  Spngne  wen  chosen  delegates  to  the  eonven* 
tioD  for  forming  a  new  cunstttatioo. 

In  1779,  eight  thousand  pounds  were  assessed  ; 
towards  defraying  the  expense  of  hiring  soldiers.  lo 
1780,  the  eommittee  a|»pointed  the  last  year  to  hire 
soldieis  reported  that  tb^  had  performed  that  ser- 
Ttcc.and  had  paid  them  twelve  thousand  pounds;  the 
number  employed  waa  sixty-six,  and  the  amount  of 
service  equivalent  to  twenty-two  men  twelve  months 
eaeh.   During  thia  and  sabseqaent  years  of  the  war 
a  demand  was  made  for  a  supply  of  beef  for  the  army. 
To  meet  this  demand,  the  8um  of  one  liundreJ  tliuu- 
sand  pounds  was  assessed  upon  the  inliahitaiits.  and 
eight  thou.sand  pounds  more  for  hon^    The  ouui- 
mittee  aathoriied  to  hire  soldiers  this  year  reported  | 
that  they  were  unable  to  pr    iir>  any;  but  a  small 
number  were  afterwards  hired,  and  twenty  six  meti 
drafted  from  the  companies  to  complete  the  re(|uired  | 
nnmber.    Great  difficulties  arose  in  collecting  the  | 
taxes  on  aeeonnt  of  the  llnetnations  of  the  paper 

curreney,  then  muoh  dcpreelated.  This  is  the  ex-  i 
plauaiioii  of  thp  apparently  \:iti:c  sums  raised  hy  tax- 
ation. The  credit  of  the  town  was  bad  and  money  | 
scarce,  sod  a  deduction  of  two  shillingB  od  the  pouad 
was  made  to  persons  who  made  prompt  payment  of 
thdr  taxes.  Worthinglon,  in  his  history,  estimates 
the  annual  expenditures  <tf  the  town  diirine:  the  war 
at  about  eight  tbouaand  dollars,  federal  currency. 
The  nominal  amonm  of  the  expeadUttfea  very  imper- 
feetly  denotes  the  weight  of  the  burden.   In  1781 

two  thoUMod  pounds  in  lawfbl  monc  y,  or  it.s  equiva-  I 
lent  in  Continental  currency,  was  granted  to  defray  , 
the  espeoses  of  hiring  soldiers.    The  town  chu^e  a 
eommittee  to  remonstrate  to  the  General  Court  tlMt 
it  has  been  called  upon  to  raise  more  than  its  propor- 
tion of  men. 

It  is  ohvtoiifi  frntn  the  reenrd»»<!  vote«  of  (he  town 
during  the  war  thai  the  burden  of  tiixatiuu  was  very  . 

grmt,  and  that  the  inhabitania  suifered  much  peouni- 1 


ary  distrese.  They  were  all  farmers,  and  had  bat 
little  money.  That  the  war  had  exhausted  their 
means  of  payment  appears  quite  manifest,  for,  oot- 
witiutfloding  their  strong  attachmeot  to  the  eanse  to 
which  they  bed  pledged  their  liree  and  fortunes,  Ihej 
at  lust  complained  U>  the  General  Court. 

in  the  common  cause  the  people  acted  and  suffered 
with  great  unanimity.  The  strong  current  of  popular 
feeling  ran  in  one  direction,  and  the  public  dotoga  of 
the  town  were  harmonioos.  They  bad  the  leademhip 
and  advice  of  able  and  competent  men,  and  neither  the 
records  nor  tradition  disclose  any  opposition  to  the 
support  which  the  town  gave  to  the  patriotic  cause  la 
the  American  Revolution 

The  treatment  of  the  Rev.  Wilfiam  Clark  and  the 
other  inoffensive  members  of  the  Church  of  Eniiland 
has  alrea<ly  been  deserilied.  That  he  was  foree<l  to 
leave  his  home  and  bis  country  without  being  guilty 
of  any  real  oifense,  would  seem  to  be  estaUbhed  by 
the  fact  that  a  eommittee  of  the  town  had  once  ex- 
amined  the  charge  against  him  and  dismi.'i'ied  ir.  ex- 
preesini:;  themselves  as  satisfied,  and  that  they  disap- 
proved of  the  action  of  bis  accusers.  The  interest 
taken  in  him  hy  Dr.  Xathanid  Amea  after  hia  trial 
at  Boston  would  also  confirm  this  view.  His  expul- 
sion must  be  set  down  as  one  of  those  aets  done  where 
llie  public  mind  is  wrought  up  by  exeitemetit  upon 
a  great  occaiiiou,  of  which  every  civil  war  fur- 
nishee  a  parallel,  and,  while  unjustifiable,  must  be 
pard<med  to  the  spirit  of  liberty.  It  is  said  there  was 
a  [u-onilnent  eltizen  of  the  town  who  was  a  loyalist, 
and,  although  a  military  man,  he  took  no  part  in  the 
war,  but  he  remained  undisturbed. 

The  Revolntion  imposed  upon  the  people  the  neoea- 
sity  of  forming  a  State  government,  and  upon  the  sub* 
mission  of  the  consfttutinn  to  the  people,  the  town 
unanimously  voted  to  adopt  the  preamble  and  most 
of  the  articles,  bat  some  were  objected  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  fifteen  was  choeen  to  report  amendments. 
These  amendments  were  that  all  religious  denomina- 
tions should  he  equally  proteefed  ;  that  judges  hhould 
hold  their  offices  for  seven  years  instrad  of  during 
good  behavbr ;  that  deigymen  abouU  be  ine%ible  lo 
the  office  of  reptesentatire,  and  tliat  the  aalaiy  of  the 
Governor  and  judges  shcmid  not  be  increased  for  the 
first  five  years  after  their  :ippf>intment.  These  amend- 
ments were  adopted  by  the  town,  and  are  quite  sig- 
nificant of  the  political  views  and  temper  of  the 
people. 

In  the  appL'tidIx  to  Mr.  Haven's  centeonial  address 
(18S»i),  there  are  ;^iv.'n  the  names  of  one  hundred 
and  ^'ix  men  who  »erved  m  the  war  of  independence. 
The  first  name  in  the  list  is  that  of  Col.  Danid  Whit* 
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iog,  who  WM  probably  tbo  tnoet  prominent  oCGcer  from  ' 
Dedham.     He  was  born  in  that  part  of  Dedham 
whicb  i»  DOW  Dover,  Feb.  5,  1732-33.    He  served 
In  Aa  Fraodi  wan^  tati  tt  the  Lexington  thrm  he  | 
mmhed  M  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  companies,  and  '■ 
wa.«  al«o  captain  during  the  «ie;,'e  of  Boaton.  He 
aJterwards  wn't-d  in  the  Continental  arinj  at  Ticoii- 
deroga.   At  ilie  alUcic  ou  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,  . 
led  hjr  Walter  Batler,  •  sarage  Toiy,  with  Joeeph  | 
Brant,  the  Mohawk  chief,  the  fbit  wait  defended  by 
Col.  Icbabod  Atdon';.  rL<rimpnt,  of  which  he  was  ' 
major.     Col.  Alden  waa  killed  and  Maj.  Whiting 
sacceeded  to  the  command.    He  served  during  the  | 
whole  of  the  war,  ud  died  at  Netiek  in  February,  i 
1808,  tod  WM  buried  at  Dover. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
USDBAM— ( Otminmed). 

«.fnni  I»ari4i  —  Rer.  Jabet  rhiolicriri); — Ttiir.l  rurMi — Rwt. 
Itii/iuui  Tbjkcher — Fourtli  I'aritti  ineori'umttni  a  Dixtriot 
Doder  the  name  of  iJorer — Shay'f  K«bellioD — Incorporation  I 
9t  Norfolk  CoBBt/— Spiieopal  Chanh— lUr.  WillUm  Hon- 
tBfi*— OM  Chunh  B*uov«d  and  lUbHllt-^Plahw  Aibm;  | 
Sketch  of  Hia  Life— Edward  Dowse — Rer.  Janon  Haven — 
Ckmb  Covanaat  of  17«3->DtTittoa  in  thm  Tbiid  Pariib— 
Vtv  HaatiBK'HiMiM— Aboat  Blslj  ll«mk«f«  Wi|lidf»w  to  tha 

I!^[  t:-l      .ek-tv  in  Me.! field— 8««Ml4  Pftritll  »«d  CbttMll— 

Kttv.  WiliMiu  Cuggswell. 

Ai.THOi :<fH  for  cifrht  years  the  town  had  been  di^- 
turbcd  in  its  internal  aSaira  by  the  burdens  of  the 
war,  still  they  did  not  aofier  the  vacaociea  in  the  offioe 
of  pettor  to  fg»  nnilled.   In  the  Seoond  Fariah  Hr. 
Balch  died  io  1774,  and  oa  the  third  day  of  July, 
HICk  the  Rev.  Jaboz  Cliickcring  was  ordained  ;i.>»  his 
tucceasor.   He  was  born  in  the  Fourth,  or  Springtield  ^ 
PteUi  of  Dedhnb,  now  Bavar,  Nor.  4,  1753,  and 
waa  gradoated  at  Hartanl  College  in  1774.  He 
Madii'd  tlipoloiry  in  his  natir^'  town  under  the  diroo- 
ti"n  of  ili(>  Hev.  Benjamin  Carvl.     He  married 
Miss  Uannub  Balch,  a  daughter  of  his  predecessor,  { 
A|iril  22,  1777.    Dnring  the  early  portion  of  bla  I 
■miatrjr  the  pwhiie  mind  waa  ooenpied  with  the  Ber-  | 
olationary  straggle,  and  the  number  of  addition.<i  made 
to  the  church  dur!n_'  his  lonjr  tninistrv  is»aid  to  have 
been  small.    His  pariah  was  harmoniouH,  however, 
and  he  eon  tinned  ita  peaior  for  thirty-fivo  yean  aud  , 
oight  laontho.  He  died  Mai«h  12, 1812,  io  bia  fifty.  | 
ninth  year.    He  was  a  man  of  excellent  repnto  in  j 
tht?  cJiurchf-s!,  hnt  he  left  no  printed  diseoursff* 

III  the  Third  Parish,  the  vacancy  occatiioucd  by  the  i 
diMiianon  of  lev.  Andraw  Tjler  in  1772  waa  filled  ' 


June  7,  1780,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Thaoher,  who  Waa 
bnrn  in  Ba.«ton  Oct.  24,  173(j,  and  was  a  son  of  Oxen- 
bridge  Thacher,  Esq.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1775.  Ho  waa  a  nan  of  excellent  abilitiet, 
and  about  twenty  of  lua  diaoonraea  were  pnbliahcd. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  and  was  a  delegat<»  from  IKdliam  to  the 
conveoUun  for  adopting  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Statea  in  1787,  with  Fiaher  Amoa  as  the  other  dcle- 
gste.  It  waa  daring  bia  mlDittiy  in  1808  that  a  divi* 
sion  ncrurred  in  this  parish  respecting  the  location  of 
a  new  inectint'  houso,  and  a  portion  of  thf  parinh 
withdrew  and  ultorwards  were  members  of  u  Baptist 
Society  in  the  aame  territorial  priab.  Mr.  Thacher 
was  opposed  to  the  CalriniaUe  theology,  and  hj  hia 
will  he  gave  his  farm  of  twenty  acres,  and  personal 
estate  amounting'  to  three  hundred  nnd  sixty-tive  dol- 
lars, upon  the  cuudition  that  the  parissh  should  dis- 
aolve  iu  oooneotion  with  any  pastor  who  ahoaid  adopt 
the  Calvinistic  or  Hopkioaiao  ereed.  He  died  Oct. 
19,  1812,  to  the  fifly-sixlh  ycnr  of  lii.H  a^e,  and  the 
thirty-third  of  his  ministry.  He  never  married,  mid 
in  his  manners  was  somewhat  eccentric,  but  was  niuuk 
respected  for  bia  ebazaoter  and  alnlitiea. 

In  1 784  the  Fonrtb  Parish  was  i  neorporated  as  a  dis- 
trict, with  the  name  of  Dover.  Iti*  first  minister,  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Caryl,  survived  until  1811.  Dover 
waa  incorporated  as  a  town,  March  31,  1836. 

Dvring  the  Bevolntionaty  period,  the  town  waa 
aeenstomed  to  give  minute  instructions  to  its  repre- 
jw'nfatives  in  the  General  Court.  In  1786,  they  in- 
structed Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  its  representative,  to 
attempt  the  rednetioo  of  tasea  by  redociog  the  aala- 
riea  of  pnblie  officers,  by  lopping  off  unoeeeaaaiy  do- 
parinMiit«  of  government,  by  abolishing  the  Courts 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  by  regnlatinL'  the  practice  of 
lawyers  or  totally  abolishing  them ;  alao  to  use  his 
ntmoit  effiwto  to  proeora  a  difiaioB  of  the  eounty,  to 
oppoee  the  emiarion  of  a  paper  onrreni^,  to  enconr* 
age  mannfaotniea,  and  to  prevent  the  introduotiou  of 
foreign  luxuries.  It  is  obvio«?i,  from  tlie  lantruage  of 
tbeoti  iustrucliona,  that  there  was  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  aympathiaeia  with  the  promotom  «f  the  inanr- 
reetion  known  aa  Shay'a  Rebellion  io  1786.  Bnt 
in  September  of  that  year  the  town  promised  to  use 
strf^nnon?^  pxertinns  in  Fnppf>rt.  of  the  government, 
and  in  October  a  committee  appointed  to  report  a  list 
of  grievnocoa  made  tbair  report,  protoating  agaioat 
troaionable  and  riolona  proeoedtoga,  and  proposing,  as 
remedies  for  existing  etrila,  private  eoonony,  indoatry, 
Rnd  frnsrality. 

The  (ienernl  Court,  by  an  act  pa»^-d  March  26, 
1793,  wbk^  took  effaot  on  Juno  20tb,  ineorpocated 
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tlie  «ounty  of  Norfolk,  including  all  the  towns  of  Saf- 
folk,  except  Boston  aiid  Chelsea.  Hinirhani  aixl  ITull 
WOTO  pxrppt^d  by  an  act  passed  subsequently.  Dt  dham 
was  made  the  sbire-town.  This  had  been  the  desire 
of  the  ptHiple  for  many  yean,  and  «t  WTend  perioolB 
SIQOO  1726  it  had  bfcti  tlu'  nubject  of  voles  and  n'.>*o- 
lutions  in  the  towns.  Tlu^  loivil  [msition  of  Dcdhnm 
probably  determined  its  Belection  an  the  shire  town, 
although  several  other  towns  were  proposed,  among 
them  Medllflld,  mid  it  «m  also  propoied  that  aereral 
towtw  of  Middlesex  CottOty  should  be  united  with 
this  crmnty.  A  wooden  court-house  and  jail  were 
finished  in  1795.  The  court-house  stood  on  the  we.st 
side  of  Court  Street,  fronting  the  meetiog^house 
oommoD,  while  the  jail  stood  near  the  oomer  of  Htgh- 
latid  and  Coun  Streets.  Until  the  erection  of  a 
cx)urt-hodM  the  ooarta  were  held  in  the  meetiog- 
hoiue. 

Id  1792,  the  Rev.  Willnm  Montague,  who  was 
born  at  South  Hadley,  Maae.,  Sept.  23,  1767,  and 

WHS  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1784,  came 
til  Dedhani.  He  had  been  admitted  to  orders  as 
deacon  and  priest  in  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
United  Stelee  by  Bishop  Seabury  in  1787.  He  waa 
DO  doubt  attraeted  to  Dedham  by  the  condition  of 
the  Colburn  estate,  which  had  now  fallen  to  the  KpiH- 
copal  Chnrch  upon  the  decea^o  of  >Tr3.  Colburn.  He 
took  an  especial  iotercst  in  the  recovery  of  glcbe- 
lao<fa  whieh  had  been  given  for  the  Episcopal  Gbnreh 
in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  as  well  as  in  Mas- 
gachiisett.«,  during  the  time  he  was  in  Dedham.  He 
fouml  litre  scarcely  more  than  a  handful  of  thf>  old 
churchtiieu  remaiDiDg.  During  the  period  which 
had  paned  dnee  Mr.  Clark'a  departure,  in  1778,  the 
ierrioee  of  the  Episcopal  Church  had  been  suspended, 
except  on  a  few  occasion?!,  when  Dr.  Parkrr,  of 
Boston,  officiated.  The  old  half-finished  church, 
then  called  Christ  Church,  was  standing,  but  its 
windows  were  brolteo  and  it  waa  mueh  dilapidated. 
It  Was  made  :i  dr[Hi>itory  of  miliary  stores  during  the 
w:ir.  l)Ut  it  had  hrrti  afterwards  cleared  for  public 
worship  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Parker.  The  trustee 
who  had  resisted  the  urgent  request  of  Mr.  Clark,  to 
set  apart  the  chnreh-aera  according  to  the  proriaions 
of  the  will  of  Samuel  Colburn,  had  also  suffered  great 
and  unnecessary  waste  to  be  committeJ  upon  the  rest 
of  the  estate.  Probably  he  was  cmbarnuuKHl,  if  not 
overawed,  by  the  intenas  hoetility  which  then  existed 
towards  the  Episcopal  Church.  Twelve  persons  as> 
eembled  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Mont.iguc  that  he 
should  become  rector,  and  wardens  and  vt'sfrymen 
W^  chosen.  The  income  of  the  estate  was  vei»ted 
k  him  for  Iftccu  years,  and  he  waa  to  teeeive  fifty 


pounds  sterling  per  annum  for  preeching  every  other 
Sunday,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  b  •  w^is  f<i  have 
one  hundred  ponnfl'^  stcrlitifr  per  annum.     He  was  to 
have  liberty  to  reside  hi  I><istoii,  Cambridge,  Bmin- 
I  tree,  or  Dedham.    At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Montague 
was  authorised  to  settle  the  aifilira  of  the  church 
rr-latlvi"  [ii  tin*  lands,  lonsefl  were  to  be  pxectitf'<l,  and 
the  prices,  shape,  and  dimen.<inns  of  the  lots  were  to 
^  be  fixed  by  him.    In  February,  179-i,  he  procured 
I  an  aet  to  be  passed  by  the  Geowal  Court  by  whidi 
I  the  rector    iinl.-D-..  and  vestrymen  were  authorised 
'  to  lease  the  lands  and  to  dn  all  neoessary  corf'orafe 
acts.    Mr.  Montague  wa**  his  own  surveyor  and  oon- 
vcyoneer,  and  the  divisions  of  the  lots  and  the  lioes 
j  of  the  streets  bounding  and  interaeetiog  then  ai«  the 
I  work  of  hi«  hand.    A  considci-able  portion  of  the  hmd 
'  was  alienated     As  the  church  lands  oecnpied  a  cen- 
tral Bituation  in  Dedham  village,  there  was  a  demand 
for  lota,  and  Mr.  Montague  waa  frequently  brought  in 
oontaet  with  tlie  people  in  a  manner  which  led  to  dis> 
trust  and  misunderstandings.    He  enntinued  tooffioi' 
fite  in  the  church  at  irregular  intervals  until  1811, 
when  he  ceased,  although  he  claimed  to  be  rector  at 
a  anbaequent  time.   Moreover,  hia  aeoounta  in  the 
management  and  leasing  of  the  lands,  being  nnaettled 
and  involved,  became  the  subject  of  disputes  with  the 
members  of  his  parish,  and  afterwards  of  litigation. 

Finally,  in  1818  about  thirty  persons,  including  all 
the  members  of  the  parish,  obtained  a  new  act  of  in* 
oorporatbn  giving  the  ehurch  control  of  the  eatate, 
and  in  July  of  tliat  year  Mr.  Montague  was  susprndf^l 
from  till'  ministry,  upon  his  resignation,  Itv  Hishop 
Griswold.    He  died  in  Dedham,  July  22,  1833, 

The  old  ehnreh  waa  repaired,  pews  built,  and  an 
organ  put  up  in  1795.  In  1797  it  was  voted  to  re- 
move the  church  to  vacant  land  on  what  is  now 
Church  Street,  on  Franklin  Square.  The  church 
was  moved  to  this  new  location,  but  while  raising  it 
to  the  proposed  height,  the  timbers  supporting  it  gave 
way,  the  whole  structure  fell,  and  was  broken  in  fVlg- 
nients.  The  roljuiliiiiu'  "f  tlif  eliurch  was  begun, 
only  a  portion  of  the  old  church  being  used.  This 
work  was  carried  on  duriug  several  years,  and  it  was 
not  finished  nntO  1806.  It  waa  eonatmoted  with  a 
basement,  originally  intended  for  an  academy  by  Ht. 
Moutairuf*.  but  which  afterwanh  wa-  u-^ed  for  stnra*!?. 
The  entrance  to  the  ehurch  was  by  means  of  a  double 
flight  of  steps  rising  parallel  with  the  fimnt  on  Cbnreh 
Street.  It  had  a  recessed  chaned,  with  pulpit  and 
reading-desk  in  front  of  the  ehaneeUraU^  and  n  gaU 
IfTv  at  thf  opposite  end,  in  which  was  an  organ.  It 
was  painted  in  fresco,  with  Qrociao  columns  and  cor- 
oicea.  It  was  sumoaated  with  a  belfry,  and  in 
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1818  a  bell  was  placed  in  it  by  snbflcriptioa.  In 
180*».  MiKlirn  Esther  Spr^ue  cavp  five  htindrpfl  dol- 
lars to  the  cburob,  aud  Madam  Elisabeth  iSumoer 
giTft  two  bvodred  and  fifty  doUan  f«Mr  «  Ubfirj  or 
plite.  lo  1813  there  wen  thirteen  eomnooieeDte 
ud  twenty  fndliea  beloDgiog  to  the  parish. 

After  the   reorwaniaution  of  the  parish,  which 
daring  the  time  Mr.  Montague  oooliaued  to  be  the 
nitor,  wee  known  «s  Christ  Chureh,  ib«  dtureh  was  I 
NfMhed  and  opened  for  divine  aerWoe  on  the  Int  | 
Sanday  of  October,  1818.    Froitt  that  tioie,  services 
were  continued  withoqt  interruption,  sotuelimcs  by 
the  neighboring  clergy,  and  from  Ea«tcr,  1819,  until  < 
tbe  beginning  of  1821,  the  Rer.  Cheerer  Felch,  a 
ebapbin  in  die  navy,  efiotated.   On  the  22d  day  of 
NoTember,  1821,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Boyle,  havitiir  been 
elected  rector,  wa<«  fonnally  iDttitUted  into  that  office 
by  Biihop  Griswold.  | 

la  the  apring  or  avmmer  of  1793,  Fisher  Ames,  • 
after  an  abeenoe  of  a  few  years,  tetnned  to  Dedham,  j 
and  from  this  time  he  made  his  permanent  n'siMenoe 
there.  He  was  hnrn  in  Dedham,  April  9,  1758,  and 
was  the  youngest  child  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Ames.  His 
mother  was  D^Nwah  Fliher,  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  from  whom  he  took  his  first  name.    His  father  | 

d  when  he  wa«  but      years  oU,  and  his  early  Iraiu- 
itigwaii  left  to  hb  mother,  a  woman  of  excellpnt  rtipn- 
diy  and  strength  of  character.    He  early  begun  the 
atadj  of  Latin,  and  was  iostraeted  partly  in  the  town  > 
school  when  the  teacher  happened  t^>  be  capal)!*"  of 
t^icbin;:  him.  and  partly  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hiiv-'n.  min- 
ister of  the  Dedham  Church.    In  1770,  soon  after  he 
was  twelTe  years  old,  he  entered  Harvard  College, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1774.   He  was  too  yonng  ; 
doting  his  college  eonrse  to  muster  the  sciences  then 
t  loeht.  Vrtit  he  was  rpmarkably  attentive  to  his  studies, 
and  hie  mind  was  quick  and  accurate.    He  excelled  in 
thedsfrioi  and  the  literary  exeFcises.    His  deciama-  ^ 
tioDa  were  leBaarkahle  for  their  energy  and  propriety,  ■ 
aod  he  .sometimes  spoke  an  ortgioal  theme  and  wrote 
mme  vrrsps.     He  had  a  pnptic  imntrintition.  which  he 
showed  in  his  prose  writings  afterward**,  but  he  never  , 
oonftmed  to  being  a  poet    After  his  graduation  in  ! 
1774,  on  aeeoont  of  his  youth  and  the  tronblea  inei- 
<i<--m  to  the  otltbreak  of  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  the 
liioited  resources  of  liis  mother,  he  did  not  hci'iti  his 
professional  studie*  for  some  years.    During  this  pe-  ^ 
riod  lie  was  engaged  fbr  a  time  in  teadiing  sohool,  ' 
and  he  did  mUitaiy  serviee  In  some  espeditkm  to 
places  in  Maijsachusetts  or  to  the  Rhode  Island  fVon- 
<*er.    He  continued  bis  studies.  r«visinar  his  cours** 
IS  the  Latin  ciaasics,  and  reading  history,  bnth  ancient 
ud  nodero.   He  was  espedally  food  of  poetry,  and  ' 


was  familiar  with  Shakspeare  and  Milton.  Ho  studied 
law  with  William  Tudor  in  Boston,  where  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1781.  He  probably  began 
praotioe  in  Dedham,  although  at  that  time  thsM 
eottid  bare  bem  bat  Kttle  litigation.  But  he  em- 
ployed his  pen  in  writin«;  a  series  of  political  essays 
for  the  ImifpeiKlent  (^hmnicle,  under  the  names  of 
Lucius  Junius  Brutus  and  Camillus,  upon  the 
questions  whioh  agitated  the  people  of  Masnehnsetts 
during  8hny's  Ksbeltion.  The  vigor  of  thought  and 
style  of  these  essays  attracted  attention,  and  they  may 
be  rejrarded  as  the  bepinnintr  of  hif  pnhlic  cflrcrr.  since 
they  first  introduced  him  to  prominent  public  men. 
He  was  ehosen  a  delegate  to  the  eonvention  Ibr  ra^ 
ffing  the  Federal  Constitution,  held  in  1788,  of 
which  he  was  an  ardent  supporter.  He  made  his 
first  speech  in  this  convention  upon  bienninl  elec- 
tions. He  was  elected  aUo  to  the  Legislature  of 
1788.  He  prodnoed  sueh  so  impresmon  upon  the 
puUio  mind  by  bis  speeebes  and  eeaaya,  that  he  was 
chosen  the  rppresentative  tn  the  firnt  Conjiress  from 
the  Suffolk  District,  whieh  ofiicn  he  held  during'  the 
wiiole  of  Washington's  administration,  a  period  of 
eight  years.  His  eongressionat  career  was  briUiant 
and  suooeasful.  Probably  in  the  galaxy  of  statesmen 
and  orators,  for  which  this  period  of  Anieriean  history 
wa.«?  m  remnrkablc.  there  was  no  man  who  produced 
a  greater  impression  as  an  orator  and  political  writer 
than  Fisher  Ames.  He  wss  s  Federalist  of  the 
seliool  of  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Pickering,  and  his 
later  ro'savs  are  worthy  of  heinir  ranked  with  the 
papent  of  the  "  Federalist."  As  a  political  writer  his 
fame  has  been  as  enduring  as  it  was  brilliant.  The 
few  speeebes  whioh  have  been  published  were  prob- 
ably imperfectly  reported,  and  while  ehsraeteriied  by 
an  elevated  tone  of  thouulit  ami  vitrorons  expression, 
yet  much  of  the  profound  impression  which  they 
produced  must  have  been  due  to  the  ciroumstanoes 
under  whioh  they  were  ddivered. 

On  the  15th  day  of  July,  1792.  he  inarricd  Frances, 
the  third  daujihter  of  the  Hon.  Joliii  Worthing- 
ton,  of  Springfield,  of  whom  President  Dwight,  of 
Yale  College,  said,  '  He  was  a  lawyer  of  tho  first  emi> 
nenee  and  •  man  who  would  have  done  honor  to  any 
town  and  any  oonntry."  A  Aerbismarrisge^  Mr.  Ames 
kept  house  in  Boston  until  the  sueceedinir  sprint.  In 
17U1  be  bad  opened  a  law-offioe  on  King,  now  State 
Street.  The  formstion  of  the  new  county  of  Noriblk 
donbtlem  determined  his  lemovsl  to  Dedham.  In 
November,  1795,  he  finished  his  substantial  mansion, 
built  upon  his  patrimonial  estate,  near  the  old  house 
where  his  niotiier  continued  to  reside.  His  law-offioe 
in  Dedham  was  on  the  comer  of  the  mestlng-bottss 
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the  "  Pillar  of  Liberty."  About  the  1 
time  he  removed  to  his  new  residence  his  health  sud- 
deolj  failed  in  a  dangeroiu  and  alarming  maooer,  and 
tar  the  iMB^iid«r  of  hi*  fife  lie  never  Adly  leoorered 
it.  In  ft  letter  deted  Deo.  9,  1796,  r^emBg  to  a 
party  of  his  nei^ibon  to  partake  of  a  supper  io  hb 
new  house,  he  speaks  of  lyintr  down  •  to  prepare 
bimaelf  for  aittiog  up  and  talking,  and  huhbandiog 
fail  vetde  till  the  sapper  was  done."  In  aootber  let- 
ter  he  speaks  of  wetghing  one  hnodrsd  and  ferty-fonr 
poands,  vihich  was  thirty  lera  than  bis  utmost  in  health. 
In  August  of  the  B»mc  year  he  writes,  '*  Court  week 
is  over  and  I  am  alive  and  bcgioniog  to  take  long 
breath.  Not  half  the  jury  setions  were  tried.  My 
•hare  of  them  kept  me  hi  a  throag  of  people  at  my 
own  house,  and  on  the  way  to  and  from  court,  and 
there  the  heat,  the  crowd,  aod  the  effect  of  speekiog, 
.altoosi  did  me  over." 

From  the  etoae  of  his  coDgreerfonal  esreer  io  1797, 
Mr.  Amea  spent  the  most  of  his  time  upon  his  estate 
in  Dedham.   He  practiced  his  profe.ssion  in  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk,  and  had  his  health  permitted  he  wmild  have 
devoted  biui^lf  to  the  law.    But  be  touk  great  aatis-  , 
feetioB  io  the  esre  of  his  farm.   He  makes  (Veqaeot  | 
allnsiona  in  his  letters  written  at  this  time  tu  liiit  lar^c 
stock  of  cattle;  to  the  productiveness  of  his  cows;  j 
to  his  breed  of  sheep ;  to  his  sixty  swine ;  to  hie  de- 
sire to  get  the  best  of  garden  seeds ;  to  bis  belief  that 
his  farm  is'  approaebiog  Um  period  when  it  will  he 
profitable,  and  adding  that  *'if  he  did  not  think  it  | 
wonld  hf,  it  Would  not  be  an  Bnii!^-''nii'!it ;  it  would  be 
a  mere  pieoe  of  ostentation  on  unv  other  prospect,  an  j 
expensive  folly,  a  toilsome  dih«ippoinlmcDl." 

Mr.  Amee  was  deeply  interested  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  his  native  town.  Writing  to  Thomas 
Dwight  in  1795,  he  say?.  "  Dedham  will  never  become 
more  than  a  village,  but  it  is  growing  up  to  be  a  smart  ; 
one and  after  deneribing  the  new  hoaae  of  Judge 
Haven  then  hnilding,  and  the  establishing  of  a  mill 
for  printing  eslieo  and  n:  i  '  ' .  he  resumcii,  "  This,  if 
true,  will  Wik  very  like  hrai:<:inti.  T?nf  i«  there  not 
a  cold,  hard  spot  iu  that  heart  wliiuh  is  indifferent  to 
the  nataU  to/vm  f  Philofiophers  affect  to  despise  sneh 
attaehments,  and  few  who  do  not  feel  them  will  give 
them  quarter.  The  pruwth  of  the  place  T  live  in 
concerns  my  profit  and  j  K  asnre,  and  it  seems  to  mc 
there  ia  reaitoD,  if  not  philosophy,  for  my  taking  an  i 
interest  in  the  event."  He  lied  a  desire  to  enltivate 
social  relstiohs  with  his  ncq^hore.  After  silnding  to 
having  invited  thirty  to  his  house  to  n  f^upper,  he 
continues,  "  Ahhough  it  is  a  reproach  that  so  much 
coniputiy  h;ia  been  so  unsocial,  I  do  not  dciipair  with  , 
prujiLT  ii(il{>of  regenerating  Dedham  in  this  reqieot.*'  ■ 


He  was  aotive  in  attempting  to  improve  the  ex- 
ternal appearanc'^  ;i«'f!ic  vilUi'^'f  Tn  1800  he  writos, 
"  I  went  home  yat^ietday  Uj  attend  towo-uieettDg. 
After  a  long  and  ratber  wnogliog  contest,  sometimes 
outvoted,  at  last  prevailing,  wo  carried  it  to  apply 
nine  hundred  dollars  by  way  of  contract  to  our  roads," 

and  concludes,  "  I  am  sick  of  town  m  I  took 

no  rcfresbment,  bat  stayed  many  hourii  in  ttjc  meet- 
ing-house, and  am  two-thirds  deed  in  oonaequenoe.*' 
Soon  after  he  writes  sgain,  '*  We  have  done  aa  well 
with  our  road  through  our  village  as  we  did  ill  in  the 
meetinf:-hoase.  The  whole,  Iroiu  Mr.  Joe  Lewis'  up 
to  Partioa  Wight's,  b  an  el^ant  road,  equal  to  a 
turnpike,  all  ploughed,  and  raked  snd  ronnded  offp  so 
that  all  admired,  aod  many  will,  I  hope,  imitate  it. 
It  was  done  by  subscription. *'  Tie  was  interested  in 
schools ;  in  a  scheme  for  bringing  water  in  loprH  to 
the  western  part  of  our  plain  ;  in  the  building  of  the 
Boston  snd  Provtdenos  Tarnpike,  of  which  corpora* 
tion  he  was  the  first  president ;  in  the  making  of  a 
public  sfjuare  in  the  centre  of  the  vilbfre  ;  in  the 
draining  of  the  meadows  ou  Cliarles  River;  in  the 
straightening  and  widening  of  the  roads;  in  the  es- 
tablishment an  aosdany,  a  libniy,  and  the  hnild> 
ing  of  a  new  nieetin;.:-house  and  a  town-houne  for 
holding  roeetini:!<  and  tlie  safL'-ketpini;  of  the  reonrds. 
He  planted  the  elms  on  High  Street,  of  which  bat 
few  remain,  the  only  memorials  of  the  taste  aod  public 
spirit  of  Fisher  Amos.  With  his  dedioing  health  snd 
strength,  he  wss  osable  to  overcome  with  his  pi  r- 
Huasions  and  arguments  the  determined  opposition  of 
the  sturdy  farmers  from  the  other  parishes  to  the  orns- 
mentatioQ  and  improvement  of  the  village,  which  has 
not  dinppesnd  in  the  Ispse  of  thrse^qaarten  of  a 
century.  Had  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Ames  been 
adopted  in  his  time,  Dedham  village  would  bave  been 
Ute  "  loveliest  village  of  the  plain." 

The  only  pnUie  offioe  which  Mr.  Ames  held  after 
wards  wss  that  of  ooanwhv,  when  Ineresse  Snmner 
was  Governor.  He  reoeived  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
hav!^  from  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1796.  In 
1804  he  was  chosen  president  of  Harcurd  Oolle^ 
bttt  he  declined  the  office.  In  1800,  by  request  of 
the  Legislstttre,  he  delivered  an  eulogy  upon  Wash* 
ington,  which  has  been  much  admired. 

The  most  attractive  side  of  Mr.  Ames'  character  is 
revealed  through  his  iamiiiar  letters.  Those  which 
have  been  published  are  written  with  a  remaritaUj 
facile  pen,  aod  are  fall  of  hrightnesa  and  wit.  They 
give  UH  an  idea  uf  his  porsonulity  and  of  his  conver- 
sational powers,  tor  which  he  was  distinjui.shcd  Wi- 
desire  to  know  more  of  his  social  and  domestic  char- 
acter, and  it  is  to  be  r^greued  that  no  memoir  ef 
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personal  recoUectlnns  wam  written  by  one  of  his  cm- 
temporaries.  The  mmy  by  President  Kirk!iui(i.  jtub- 
lUhed  with  kb  works,  b  rather  an  estimate  of  hiii 
•banoter  and  MrrioM,  tban  •  bii^pbj. 

FiibOT  AuM  diwl  on  tb«  niorning  of  Jal;  4, 180S, 
being  little  mnre  than  fifty  years  of  age.  He  had  ;i 
public  funeral  in  Boston,  at  which  his  friend  Samuel 
Dexter  pronounced  the  eulogy.  Ua  was  barted  in 
tbe  old  baTnt>gra«iiid  in  Dsdbam  vilbga.  Mrs. 
AmM  rwided  in  D^ham  naUl  af^cr  the  decease  of 
her  eldest  son,  John  Worthinpfnn  Amos,  in  1R'>!1. 
after  which  ahe  resided  with  her  son,  8eth  Ames,  at 
IiO«d1  rata  Iw  daatb,  Aug.  8, 1 837.  Tb«  inaDiton> 
bonae  wia  aold  in  1837,  and  notbing  bnt  tbe  ftama 
now  remains  in  the  main  poitiott  of  the  residenaa  of 
Mr.  F.  J.  Stim«on,  opposite  the  court  house. 

Fisher  Ames  was  the  jouogeat  child  in  a  family 
of  five  ebiMien.  Hit  ddait  bvotbar  waa  Dr.  Na- 
tbaaid  Anca,  wbo  waa  born  Oct.  9, 1741,  and  waa 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  17(>1.  He  married 
.MHitiah  Shuttleworth,  March  13.  1775,  and  died 
July  21,  1822,  leaving  no  children.  He  was  a 
piacticing  physician,  and  bo  alio  was  tbe  firat  eterb 
of  tbe  Court  of  SaaBtons  and  Oonrt  of  Common 
Pleas  in  the  county.  He  built  and  occupied  the 
house  now  owned  l<y  Dr.  J.  P.  Maynard,  and  his 
land  joined  that  of  his  brother  Fisher.  Dr.  Am^ 
waa  prononnoed  in  bia  politiaal  nana,  and  ba  waa 
n  tborongbgoing  Bepublioan.  Batwaao  tba  two 
brothers  there  was  nn  a^Toement  in  politics,  and 
thi^  led  to  hrafcd  controversies  bftwpon  thrni,  but 
it  bhouid  be  added  that  this  did  not  destroy  their 
fratetnai  affiMCion  and  oonfidaoee.  Anotber  brotber 
was  Dr.  Satb  Amw,  born  Feb.  14,  1743;  waa 
priiJiiatof]  at  Harvard  Collc^'i?  in  ]7fi4;  was  n  sur- 
geon in  the  Kevttlutinnary  army,  and  died  Jan.  1, 
1778.  William  Anit»,  auoiht-r  brother,  died  young, 
•ad  Debotab,  a  riater,  waa  married  to  Bev.  Sanraal 
Sbaulewurth.  of  Wiodaor,  Vt,  wbo  WM  afterwards 
n  member  of  the  bar. 

Fisher  Ames  bad  six  children.  John  Worthing- 
ton  was  tbe  eldest,  born  Oct.  22,  1793}  was  gradu- 
ated at  Uarvaid  Colleee  in  1813 ;  waa  a  member  of 
tht-  bar ;  representative  to  the  General  Court  and 
president  of  the  Dedliaui  Hatik,  and  died  Oct.  lU. 
1833.  Natluinicl,  the  secuud  son,  entered  Harvard, 
bot  left  during  his  college  course  end  went  to  sea. 
He  waa  the  avibor  of  "  Uariner*s  Sketobes,"  a  book 
wbidi  attraoted  some  attention.  Jeremtab  Fisher 
Ames,  the  third  son,  was  L'radiiated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1822,  was  educated  as  a  physician,  and  pur- 
soed  bis  studies  sbroad,  bat  he  died  at  the  age  of 
twant/'SeveD.    Baanah  Amaa,  a  daugbter,  died 


youn^r  and  untnarried.  William  Ainc.H  was  bred  to 
buiiiueiui,  but  retired  early.  Me  lived  in  Pedliam 
until  his  death,  in  188U,  though  he  was  accu»toiued 
to  make  aonnal  viaits  to  Springllsld  and  other  places. 
All  these  children  died  unmarried.  Seth  Amea,  who 
wan  born  .\pril  19.  IHO;!,  and  was  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1825,  uud  who  waa  chief  justice  of 
the  Soperior  Court  and  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dieisl  Oonrt,  died  in  1881,  leaving  sereral  ehUdfeo, 
none  of  whom  laaide  in  Dedham.  The  yonogest  son, 
Richard,  removed  to  the  Wv^t  when  a  youn;.;  man, 
and  died,  leaving  a  faoiiiy  in  Bloomington,  iil. 
There  is  no  living  representative  of  tbe  Ames  family  io 
Dedham.  The  meat  eonspieooos  and  illnstrioos  oamo 
in  its  history  has  disappeared  from  among  ila  dtiaettS. 

In  17'.)^  Mr.  Edward  Bovrse,  a  retired  merchant 
from  Ik«tou,  purchased  the  lands  on  either  side  of 
High  Stnet,  and  aoon  after  bnilt  bia  manaion*boase 
npon  tbe  north  aide  of  the  atrset.  He  married  the 
daughter  of  William  Phillips,  of  Boston,  a  wealthy 
merchant,  and  her  .«-ister.  3Ir8.  Shaw,  the  widow  of 
Maj.  Samuel  Shaw,  Uvcd  with  them.  Mr.  Dowse 
waa  a  heritable  and  libenUspirited  gentleman,  and 
waa  tbe  donor  of  the  eleek  in  the  apiro  of  the  meet- 
ing-house, which  still  strikes  the  hours  for  the  village. 
Ho  was  a  Republican,  and  wa,^  elected  to  Congrcs-s  in 
1819  from  the  Norfolk  Histrict,  but  reigned  his  seat 
at  the  does  of  the  first  adarion.  In  tbia  bouse  Preai^ 
dent  Monroe  was  entertained  during  bia  visit  to  Bos- 
ton. Mr.  Dow.-i(!  died  in  in  his  fsovenly-third 
year  >fn:.  Shaw  died  in  IS!!!!,  ami  Mrs.  Dowse  in 
183i),  and  then  the  estate  passed  into  ihc  pussessiou  of 
their  nephew,  Hon.  Joaiab  Qninej,  and  was  (be  resi- 
dence for  many  years  of  the  late  Bdmund  Quincy. 

On  the  17th  of  May.  IROn,  the  Rev.  .lason  Haven, 
the  niini.stcr  of  tlie  Fir.'-t  Chnrch,  liied,  in  the  seventy- 
first  year  of  his  age,  and  the  furty-eighthof  his  ministry, 
wbidi  was  longer  than  thatof  dtber  of  bis  predecessors. 
It  also  included  a  period  of  many  important  events. 
It  began  when  Massachusetts  was  a  prnvineo  under  a 
royal  Governor.  Mr.  Haven,  during  the  Revolution, 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  patriotic  cause,  and  did 
ranch  to  sustain  tbe  people  in  their  saorifloea  during 
this  trying  period.  He  «a.s  cllo^en  a  lueniberof  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  lT7!t.  In  1793,  the 
church  covenant  and  the  mode  of  admitting  church 
members  were  ebaoged.  The  ooveoant  then  adopted 
was  very  brief,  and  dosa  not  oontaio  artieles  of  belief, 
like  that  of  1787.  Its  only  requirement  was  a  belief 
in  the  riiri^iian  religion.  The  cffcctH  of  the  Revo- 
lution upon  the  opinions  of  men  in  religious  matters 
were  now  beginning  to  be  seen  in  that  spirit  of  indif- 
ference to  tba  dogmas  of  tbe  Puritan  theology  whioh 
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caj'y  to  understaud  what  liuf  b^eo  affirmed  by  con- 
temporaneous history  tu  hv  ilie  causes  of  the  division 
of  opinions  and  belief  in  the  Dodbam  Churcb. 
Then  had  bMo,  m  we  have  teen,  a  rdaxation  of  tb« 
articles  of  belief  contained  in  tho  foruar  church  COV- 
eoants  io  that  of  ITfK],  and  a  reaction  had  been 
I  going  on  since  the  close  of  the  Revolution  throughout 
thia  country  against  the  dognuia  of  Calvinism.  Tb« 
▼olcano  which  bad  loag  been  alnmbering  waa  ready  to 
burst  into  an  active  eruption.  Mr.  Bates  was  a  Oal- 
vinist,  and  whilii-  liis  abilities,  his  piety,  and  bis  un- 
exceptionable liic  served  to  repress  an;  active  oppo- 
ijtioa  daring  his  ministry,  yet  when  he  adtcd  a 
dkmiaaioD,  the  migority  voted  for  it  willinglj,  in  the 
belief  that  a  suoeeaaoir  might  be  ordained  whon 
views  would  be  more  compatible  with  their  own. 

The  division  which  occurred  in  tbe  Third  Pariab 
in  1808,  growing  oat  of  the  loeatioii  of  the  now 
meeting'houe,  resulted  in  the  anion  of  tbe  leoading 
members  with  the  Bnptist  Sncifty  in  Medfield. 
They  numbererl  iiboiit  ftixty.  While  the  new  doc- 
trines which  they  hoard  at  Medfield  doubtless  proved 
ofenaive  to  Bonie»  yet  tbe  law  then  compelled  them 
to  belong  to  aome  rdigions  aodety  for  the  |mrpoee 
of  taxation,  and  so  they  remained.  After  the  n.-w 
meetinjij-house  of  the  parish  had  been  cnmplctt^d.  the 
old  one  was  advertised  to  be  sold  at  public  auction. 
It  wai  puiohaaed  by  Mr.  Aavon  Baker,  who  oflinred 
it  to  tbe  seeeden,  and  it  waa  taken  down  and  ita 
timbers  were  removed  and  iTectod  upon  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  Baptist  nu-oiing-iiousc  in  West  Dt>d- 
ham.    This  was  in  the  spring  of  1810.    The  meet- 


was  to  enliniiiiUc  twenty-fivn  years  later  in  open  revolt. 
But  to  Mr.  Haven,  snp|iort(  d  by  his  deacons  and  the 
ohureh,  ih  due  especial  hoour  fur  having  so  manned 
the  ehnreh  property  that  tbe  income  remained  fw  a 
bint;  time  antonehed,  and  the  uipital  accumulated, 
the  ]>ari.'-h  t>.rpen«e<i  rneantimc  being  met  by  taxation, 
and  at  a  time  of  pecuniary  distress. 

Probably  no  pastor  of  the  Dedham  Chnrcb,  with 
the  poaail>le  exeqiUon  of  Mr,  Allin,  had  ever  exer- 
oiaed  eo  strong  an  influence  upon  his  people  as  Mr. 
Haven.  He  was  a  faithful  pastor  ami  preaehor.  He 
bad  talents  and  gifte  which  qualified  him  lor  tbe 
varied  datiea  of  hia  aaered  <Aee.  Hia  aermona  wwte 
perspienoaa  and  direet.  He  had  all  the  gravity  and 
dignity  which  belonged  to  the  ministerial  character, 
and  Dr.  Prentis.'^.  in  liis  luncial  sermon,  says  of  him 
that,  "fruui  a  pertKHial  intimacy  of  more  than  thirty 
years,  I  can,  with  pleasing  conftdeueo,  add  that  in  his 
temper  and  life  there  appeared  an  habitual  eonraapood- 
once  with  his  professional  character." 

Mr.  Haven  preached  the  Artillery  Election  sermon 
in  1761,  tbe  General  Election  sermon  in  17t)9,  the 
Dndleian  lecture  in  1789,  end  the  Convention  aermon 
in  1791.  These  wem  printed,  and  also  eleven  ordina- 
tion and  occasional  sermons.  In  1796  he  preached 
an  excellent  historical  sermon,  it  being  forty  yeara 
aAer  bis  setiiement  in  the  ministry.  He  also  preached 
a  half-oentniy  aermon,  <*  relating  to  ehangea  in  the 
inbalntants,"  as  stated  in  Br.  I^mson's  "  Historical 
DLscoursos"  (1838),  bnt  no  copy  probably  exists. 

A.s  in  the  la^t  years  of  Mr.  Haven's  life  bis  hwilth 
uud  siruugth  declined,  tbe  church  extended  a  call  to 
Mr.  Joshna  Batea  to  become  an  aaaodate  pastor,  and  |  iog-hoose  was  Anally  eompleted,  and  dedicated  to  the 
he  was  ordained  March  16,  18(18,  only  a  few  weeks  service  of  Almighty  God  on  Thanksgivi[i<;  day,  Nov. 
beHire  Mr.  Haven's  duacb.  Mr.  Bates  was  a  native  28,  1810.  From  that  time  until  1823  the  Kev.  Mr. 
of  Cobalt,  and  was  burn  March  1776,  and  was  Gammell  preached  alternately  here  and  at  Medfield. 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1800.  He  was  Tlie  number  who  took  letters  from  tbe  church  iu 
lioensed  to  preaob  by  the  Andover  Assodadon  in  I  Medfield  for  thia  ehnrdi  was  twenty-five,  and  Nov.  1, 
1802.    Dr.  Bates  continued  to  bo  the  psstor  until  |  1824.  "The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Dedham"  was 


Feb.  20,  1R1R,  wbeo  he  resignetl  to  accept  an  elec- 
tion ai>  president  of  Middlcbury  College,  in  Vermont. 
Upon  tbe  Sunday  preceding  the  dissolution  of  tbe 
poatoral  rdadon,  Mr.  Batea  preaehed  a  sermon  re- 
viewiiii:  (he  ministiy  of  bis  predecessors,  and  in 
whicli  lie  alludes  to  "  a  gradual  bnt  evideni  deob-n- 
sion  in  tho  seal  and  apirttoality  of  the  church  '  which 
took  plaee  towards  tho  okao  of  Mr.  Haven's  life. 
Mr.  Haven  slso  had  left  an  address  to  be  read  to  his 
people  after  his  death,  which  eoutaias  warnings  and 
exhortation?.  Mr.  Bates,  in  his  M*rmou,  stales,  how- 
ever, there  had  been  a  gradual  improveueut  for 
seveml  yents  in  the  state  of  religion  in  the  parish. 


duly  formed,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Adlam  ordained 
as  its  first  pastor.  In  the  same  year  a  parsonage  was 
built  by  Wisa  Molly  Fisber,  and  during  her  life  sbe 
kept  it  in  repair,  and  at  her  deoeaae,  in  1837,  she  gave 
it  to  the  church  by  her  will. 

On  the  Ist  day  of  Mareb.  1S09,  the  new  meeting- 
house of  the  Third  Fari.nh  was  dedicated  to  Almighty 
God.  It  occupies  an  elevated  situation,  and  oao  be 
seen  for  many  miles.  Tho  land  npon  whieh  it  standi 
was  given  for  the  purpose.  Its  bell  was  a  gift  ftom 
n<in.  Josluia  Fisher,  of  Beverly.  The  pulpit  waa 
furnished  by  the  ladies  of  tbe  parish,  and  subscriptions 
weio  made,  so  that  iu  1836  tbe  fund  anonnted  to 


From  these  exprmaions  in  Mr.  Batea'  sermon  it  la  apwards  of  five  thousand  dellan.  Pmvmmib  to  1817 


Diyiiizea  by  Google 


DEDHAH. 


63 


heated  bricks  and  foot-stoves  were  the  oul;  heating- 
app«ntu«  ia  the  meetiog-house.  The  Buv.  Mr. 
ThMiMr  ptwdied  »  Mmao,  on  Icftvlog  the  ancient 
nettiDg-hooBe,  ftom  the  text*  '*  Onr  fkthim  wonhiped 

in  this  mountain."  At  the  dedication  of  the  new  meet- 
in;!  house  the  Rev.  Mr.  Raffs,  nf  the  FirHt  Pariah, 
and  the  Kev.  Mr.  CbiciceriDg,  of  the  Second  Pariah, 
took  part  in  tlie  Mceraiioo. 

In  tbe  Seoond  Pkrisb,  more  than  three  jears 
elapsed  before  tht?  settlement  of  a  successor  to  Mr. 
Chickerin-  On  the  2t;th  of  April,  1H15,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Cogswell  waa  ordained  as  the  minister  of  the 
poiwh.  He  w*a  a  native  of  New  Hanipebire,  and 
was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  OoUege  io  1811.  Mr. 
Copswt'U  continued  to  be  the  pastor  of  this  churcli 
until  1829,  when  he  resigned  to  become  secrrfary  "1 
the  American  Education  Societj.  During  the  inin- 
kttj  of  eaeh  of  the  irat  three  pastota  of  the  Seoond 
Chnith  and  Parish,  peace  and  haruoo;  had  prevailed 
within  it,  while  discords  and  divisions  pruvail(>(]  in  tlie 
other  paririhes  of  the  town.  The  tnint««try  of  tho  first 
two  pastors  covered  a  period  uf  more  than  tteveut^-iwo 
ymn,  and  to  thia  drcnnstanee,  aa  well  aa  to  the  per* 
Bonal  character  and  iufluenoe  of  the  incumbents,  is  to 
be  ascribed  the  exemptiou  of  this  parish  from  church 
quarrcU.  Mr.  CogBvrell  preached  a  sermon,  June  'I'd, 
1816,  containinji;  a  brief  historjr  of  the  South  Church 
andPaiiah,  whieh  was  printed.  In  1828  the  meet- 
iag-heaae  ereeted  u  1769  was  taken  down,  and  the 
present  one  enoted  the  aane  jear,  and  dedicated 
Oct.  9,  1828. 


CHAPTER  IX. 
DBOH  AM— ( Onttimud). 

I>«db»m  in  tht  I!'-;.'lniiiuu'  '>f  <li--  Trosent  Centurjr — Monuf  i.' 
tariog  Corporation* — Mill  Privilege*  on  Motbor  Brook— War 
af  ItIS— LagBey  fbr  SehoAla  Id  Will  of  Saaraol  Dexter— Tb« 
Pir»t  TLur.-li  — R.-<iL'ii(itiun  f  K.-i-.  .T„.h,i;i  V.itrr  |»ari»h 
Elect  Kev.  AlvMU  l>ttui»ut>  ~  .Mujuritv  of  Ctiurcli  Uefufo 
to  Concur — EccleKiadlicnl  Council — Protest  by  n  Minority 
of  the  Church — Oniioation  of  Mr.  Laioaoo — Suit  at  Law  to 
Beeover  Church  Property— Deeiiion  of  Supreme  Court — New 
Meetlng'Douse  S<icietv  Koriii«d— Bar.  Ebonczcr  Burgcjis — 
lapmemeau  in  Old  Ueeting-Hoiwa— Third  Pariah— Rer. 
JoliB  Willie — Seeond  ParUb,  Rer.  Harriaon  O.  Park,  Rev. 

Cihiti  Diirfoc  iiD'i  .-^ijiTC>-<ir,»-   ll.-'crii.ti  Tl  of  Dvilhnlll 

Village  in  1818 — Dedbam  Biink — New  Jail  and  Court-JHou»e 
— TiDwa.Hoaa»— Notflillt  Matoal  Fit*  Inaatwiiee  Ceiatiany 

—  f>rdhnin  .Mutiiiil  Firp  Tn^iuunrc  ^1).,, ii y — Dedham  In- 
MitDtioD  for  SaTing* — Oen.  iiAfayetU'ii  Viiit — Q«n.  Jaok- 
MB't  TMt. 

Ik  the  beginning  of  the  praent  ooDtnrj,  Dedham 
nnuned  a  ftmlng  town,  with  n  popakdon  noarlj 


the  same  :ih  it  l)a(l  Ixcn  fnr  fifty  years  previous.  The 
oocapations  ot  the  people  had  not  changed  materially 
«nee  the  period  preceding  the  Berolution.  A  greater 
inteieat  io  the  pnUie  aehoola  was  maoifeated,  and  a 
new  brick  school-house.  n?ar  the  meetinu  lum.M',  wiis 
finished  in  180(1.  In  1S()4,  the  «um  of"  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  was  granted  by  the  town  for  the  support 
of  schools.  At  thia  period,  however,  the  aehoola  were 
kept  only  a  few  weeka  dnring  the  winter.  Fisher 
Ames,  in  one  of  his  letters,  expresses  the  opinion  that 
the  law  "should  require  the  distriet  sehnol  to  he  kept 
a  certain  number  of  mouihs.  lu  17^^,  the  money 
granted  for  the  anpfort  of  aehoola  waa  divided  aooordp 
ing  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  diatriet  between 
the  iif^p.s  of  five  ami  sixteen.  There  were  Fi<:iis  of 
present  and  future  growth  iu  population,  and  in  the 
external  appearance  of  the  village.  Besides  the  ereo- 
ttott  of  the  fine  honaei  on  High  StreM  and  daewhere, 
the  lands  of  the  Fir.-'t  Church  and  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  were  lea.><e(l  in  villii;^e  lots,  and  a  number  of 
smaller  houses  were  built.  The  fact  that  Dedham  had 
been  made  the  ahire^town  of  the  new  county,  gave  it 
aome  additional  importanoe,  and  attraeted  hither 
lawyers  seeking  practice,  and  aome  retired  men  of 
wealth  seeking  a  p1ca«ant  eountry  re.iidence.  The 
completion  of  the  Norfolk  and  Bristol  turnpike  io 
1804  waa  an  important  event,  ainoe  it  affi>rded  a 
difeet  and  well-graded  road  between  Dedham  and 
Boston,  and  afterwards  led  to  the  eatabluhment  of 
the  .^tagc-liues  between  Boston  and  Providenee,  which 
brought  iu  the  bosineae  of  ooaoh-makiug,  and  gave 
the  appearanoe  of  hnetle  and  life  to  the  qniet  village!, 
when  the  atagee  atopped  for  ofaange  of  horaen.  In 
1801 ,  a  fire-engine  was  purchased  by  subscription  and 
presented  to  the  town,  and  a  company  of  twelve  men 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  it  at  the  upper  vil- 
hige.  In  1802  a  aeoond  fire-ei^ne  waa  provided  in 
the  aame  way,  with  a  emnpany  of  eighteen  men  at 
Dedham  village.  There  was  a  uniformed  military 
company,  known  a«  the  Union  Li^ht  Infantry,  and  a 
I  troop  of  cavalry,  besides  the  three  militia  companies 
in  the  town.  The  town  on  the  22d  of  February, 
1800,  voted  to  oommemorate  the  birthday  of  George 
Washington,  and  a  eulogy  waa  pronouneeJ  hy  Rev. 
Thoma.H  Tbaeher.  The  layinL'  nut  of  new  rD.uls,  tho 
establishment  of  ilie  hrsi  newspaper,  the  (Jolumhian 
Minerva^  in  179S,  and  a  propoaition  by  Calvin  Whit- 
ing the  aame  year,  to  construct  an  aqueduct  in  the 
village,  were  further  indications  of  growth  and  im- 
provetucnt. 

Bui  u  more  important  and  significant  uiaik  of 
the  enterpriae  of  the  dtiiens  at  thia  period,  was  the 
eataUiahment  of  manufaeturing  eoiporationfl.  The 
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great  increase  iu  tlie  production  of  cotton  in  the 
Soathern  States,  and  the  invention  of  the  cotton-^in 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  bad  at- 
traoted  th«  attention  of  enterprinng  men  in  Rhode 
Iiland  and  Haaaaolia80tt«  to  Us  inanufacturo.  And 
it  was  perceived  by  some  citizens  of  Pe*Jharn  that  the 
ezoelleDl  water-power  furnished  by  the  canal  dug  ia 
1640,  known  aa  Mother  Broolc,  might  be  ntiliied  for  a 
oottoDofiietorj.  Fron  th«  earitest  cettleiiieiit  of  the  town 
the  dc»cendaut6  of  Nathaniel  Whiting  had  eoBtimied 
to  maintnin  <rrist-n)illa  and  saw-tnilis  at  the  Becf<n<J 
and  third  privileges.  At  the  upper  datu,  about  which 
there  waa  a  eontruremy  in  the  fliat  century,  had  been 
built  a  leather^mill  by  Joseph  Lewis.  The  firat  eotton- 
nu'tory  wns  built  at  this  dam.  In  1807,  Samuel 
liowder,  Jynnthan  Avery,  Reuben  (liiild,  Calvin 
Guild,  Pliny  Bin^^ham,  William  Howe,  and  others, 
wweinoorponted  as  the  Norfolk  Cotton  Mamtraotory, 
for  the  naniilaotorB  of' cotton  goods.  Nearly  all  the 
corporators  were  citizens  of  Dedham.  Tt.s  i-apital 
stock  was  divided  into  fifty  shares.  A  htrge  wondeii 
factory  was  built,  and  a  tub- wheel  with  oummon 
water'fnuDCB  placed  in  it.  The  maohioery  waa 
rude  and  imperfect.  The  cotton  was  picked  in  the 
nei^lilHiriiii:  houses  by  hand,  and  aftiT  it  was  spun, 
it  was  tient  abroad  to  be  woven.  But  soon  the  store- 
rooms were  crowded  with  cotton  yarns  and  cotton 
olotha.  Many  of  the  manofaotnred  goode  were  eold 
by  retail  at  the  mill.  In  order  to  have  a  better  aecort- 
ment  of  i;«odf<.  the  company  ohtuhied  leave  tr>  mann- 
facture  wool,  and  made  satinets.  During  the  war  of 
1812  manvfaoinred  goods  commanded  a  high  price, 
and  the  ajBun  of  tho  oompany  appeared  very  prceper* 
ous.  The  annual  meetinge,  with  the  reports  of  profit- 
able bHsini'f*.*),  were  festive  occasionn.  The  stm-k- 
holders  were  regarded  as  public  benefactors,  as  well 
as  fortunate  in  business.  The  inhabitants  felt  a 
degree  of  pride  in  having  a  cotton-faebory  in  the  town, 
and  when  their  friends  from  the  interior  visited  them, 
they  were  invited  to  fwe  it.<<  curiouH  nnd  woridL-rful 
machinery.  After  a  lime  the  tub- wheel  gave  way  to 
the  ootumoii  water-wheel,  and  the  ootton-pioker  was 
introduced. 

But  this  career  of  apparent  prosperity  was  not  of 
long  duration.  The  business  was  not  conducted  hy 
au  agent,  but  by  a  president,  three  directors,  a  clerk, 
and  treasurer.  The  three  directors  were  required  to 
renain  at  the  ftctoiy,  and  no  one  was  permitted  to 
transact  important  business  without  the  concurrence 
of  hi.«  colleagues.  The  manuractured  soods^  accumu- 
lated during  the  war,  although  high  prices  could 
baT6  been  lealiied.  Tbey  were  held  in  the  hope  of 
still  better  prices.   No  diridends  from  the  profits  of 


the  business  were  ever  declared.  At  tho  clos.'  of  the 
war  of  1812  came  a  fall  in  prices,  and  the  Norfolk 
Cotton-Manufactory  was  \e(t  with  manufactured  goods 
on  hand,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  twenty  tboii- 
sand  dollan,  which  were  worth  le$s  than  it  coht  to 
manufacture  thorn,  lK>«ttdt'^  uni-ollected  dubtjj  to  the 
amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars.  Of  course  from 
thia  lime  the  property  rapidly  deoliaed  in  value,  bat 
fbr  a  tine  the  stockholders  were  divided  sa  to  th« 

expediency  of  c)oHin<;  the  bonoess  and  selling  the 
property.  Finally,  after  hnvin;;:  refused  to  take 
twenty-tivo  thousand  dollars,  the  laod,  privileges, 
buildings,  and  madiineiy  were  aold  at  puUis  auction 
in  1819  to  Benjamin  Busaey  for  twelve  thousand  five, 
buodred  dollaia.  The  stockholders  lost  about  ooe- 
ihii-d  of  their  investment,  besides  interest. 

But  the  iailure  of  thb  experiment  did  not  det^ 
others  ftom  engagi  ng  in  simibr  enterpriasa.  In  1821 
the  Dedham  Wonted  Company  was  Incorporated,  with 
William  Phillips  and  Jabez  Chickering  as  the  princi- 
pal corporators.  This  company  purchased  the  second 
privilege,  with  the  saw-mill  and  grist-mill  owned  by 
Hesektah  WbiUog  and  his  anoestors.  This  pnrehaso 
was  made  in  1823,  but  owing  to  the  ftilure  of  Mr. 
Chickering  the  mill  and  property  were  sold  in  1824 
to  Benjamin  BusKey. 

The  first  and  second  privileges  were  now  owned  by 
Benjamin  Btusey,  a  man  of  capital,  energy,  and  ca- 
pacity. He  soon  after  erected  woolcn-iniils  at  both 
the  privllef,'es,  with  machine-shnp.e,  dye-housee,  and 
dwellings,  and  bejran  the  manuracturo  of  woolen 
cloths,  which  he  sauoessfully  conducted  until  1843, 
when  be  sold  the  property  to  J.  Wiley  Bdamnds. 
The  manufacture  of  woolen  guoJs  hxs  ever  since 
been  carried  on  at  these  privileges,  fin<t  by  Edmunds 

Colby,  incorporated  in  1853  under  the  name  of  the 
Maverick  Woolens  Company,  with  Thomaa  Barrows, 
of  Dedham,  as  agent,  and  afterwards  by  the  Mer« 
(liants  Woolen  Company,  incorporated  in  1863, 
During  all  this  period  the  businL'»»  has  been  profita- 
ble to  the  owners.  Mr.  Barrows  was  au  experieooed 
and  prudent  manager,  and  the  sale  to  the  Mercliaiits 
Woolen  Company  was  made  at  an  advantageons 
price.  This  oompany  has  much  enlai^ed  the  capac- 
ity of  the  mills  and  machinery,  nnd  the  privilege 
has  long  since  ceased  to  furnish  the  necessary  power 
for  running  the  madiiDery,  wbidi  is  supplied  b; 
steam.  The  water  of  Charles  River  is  found  to  be 
unequalcd  for  the  parposes  of  cleansing  wool. 

The  fonrth  privi!e<:e  wa'^  first  used  by  Nathaniel 
Whiting  and  James  Draper  in  the  first  ceotury  of 
the  settlement  of  the  town.  But  thia  tight  had  re> 
verted  to  the  town,  for  in  1788  (he  town  «guu  trans- 
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ferred  it  to  Joseph  Whiting  and  otbers.  Upon 
this  privilege,  a  building  had  boon  erected  for  block- 
ing copper  cents,  but  it  was  used  for  this  purpose 
Miy  m  •bolt  time.   li  wu  afterwircb  fitted  up  by 
HmBao  Mann  for  tlw  mimifeotiire  of  pip«r.  In 
1804,  George  Bird  purcbajsed  the  property,  and  ear- 
ned on  the  maDufacture  of  paper  with  fiucecfls.  At 
about  the  same  time,  another  mill  was  erected  for  the 
mumfaetnie  of  wii^  of  whieh  Rngglet  Whiting,  of 
Boeton,  wts  the  afieot  These  mille  were  near  to- 
gether, and  were  operated  by  tlit^         wlicf  l.  The 
mill  of  Mr.  Bird  was  btirnwl  in  1809,  :iiid  was  rebuilt 
with  a  new  raceway  and   louDdation.    Thiii  was  a 
paper-oiitt.   lo  1814  the  neaiifiMtare  of  wire  wee 
discontinued,  and  the  factory  was  used  for  tttiking 
nni!-<.     Tn  1319,  Geor^o  Bird  boearno  the  OWOer  of 
tfae  whole  privilege,  land,  and  building:'!. 

Id  18:23,  Frederick  A.  Tall,  a  ttkilirut  and  experi- 
•oeed  nwittfeetarer  of  eotton  goods,  formed  •  oopwrt- 
Dership  with  Oeoige  Bird,  and  the  factory  was  fur- 
nUhed  with  machinery  from  the  Xurfnlk  rottnii 
Factory.    la  1823,  a  new  corporation  was  created 
uoder  the  name  of  the  Norfolk  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, ID  whieh  John  Lemiet,  of  Roibnty,  end 
Frederick  A.  Taft  were  pronineDt  corporators.  Mr. 
Bird  leisod  the  land,  privilege,  and  buildinjr^  to  the 
corporation  for  ten  years.    In  1S30  the  corporation 
bought  the  whole  of  the  mill  property.    lo  1832,  F. 
A.  Tbft  mM  his  iaieraat  in  the  eompany  to  hie  brother, 
£cra  \V.  Taft,  and  in  a  few  years  after,  Mr.  Lemist 
disposed  of  his  interest  tn  Jmiies  Read.    Tlie  principul 
owoen  wwe  Mr.  Kead  and  Mr.  E.  W,  Tafl,  who  was 
Che  agaot  of  the  eorporation.   In  183ft  a  new  etone 
mill  WM  erected  by  the  corporation  and  rappUed  with 
new  machinery.    Blr.  Tail  continued  to  be  the  agent 
for  a}innt  thirty  years,  and  under  his  management  the 
affairs  of  the  corporalioa  prospered.    Id  1863  the  oor- 
pontton  deoided  lo  etoae  op  the  bonnem,  and  the  mill 
and  prirtlc^  were  laid  to  Thomas  Barrowi.   Mr.  Bar^ 
rows  enlarged  the  mill,  and  supplied  it  with  maofainery 
for  the  manufai  ttirc  of  wouU  ti  goods,  which  hufliiK'Rs 
hecoDtioued  uuiil  1612,  when  he  mid  the  properly  lo 
the  Merbhanta  Woolen  Oompauy,  whieh  conveyed 
the  same  to  Royal  O.  Stem  and  Frederick  R.  Storm 
in  1875     The  business  was  continued  by  R.  0.  Storrs 
&  Co.  until  their  failure  in  \9f('2,  when  the  property 
was   purchased  again   by  the    Merohaots  Woolen 
Company.    By  pnrehaae  of  Thomas  Barrows,  this 
company  also  became  the  owner  of  the  third  privitege» 
with  t  he  old  saw-mill  and  grist-mill,  so  that  it  now  owns 
the  tirit  tour  privileges  on  Mother  Brook.    In  1814 
the  Dedhaui  Manufacturing  Company  was  incorpo- 
iiImI^  and  eradcd  a  fifkh  dam  at  the  vilhge  known 
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as  Readville,  now  in  Hyde  Park,  on  whieh  a  cotton- 
factory  was  built. 

Although,  as  has  been  seen,  tlie  first  manufactariDg 
eorporatioDB  were  aasneoessfnl  in  bnsinesa,  stitt  they 
gave  a  new  tmpetas  to  the  improvement  of  the  town. 
They  brought  hither  men  of  enterprise  and  capital, 
who  berntiie  valnablo  ritizens,  and  also  cniploved 
many  skilled  operatives  of  choracter  and  intelligence. 
The  most  striking  results  oooaned  in  the  increase  of 
popnlation.  In  1800  the  popnlation  of  the  town 
was  1973.  In  1820  it  was  2ASo,  and  in  \^?>0  it 
had  increased  to  805".  In  the  first  qturter  of  the 
present  ceutury  the  village  had  changed  from  being 
a  collection  of  scattered  ihrm^hoases  to  a  compact 
and  growing  village. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  T>L<lli.iru  took  decided  ground 
in  support  of  the  t:iiveri»iiioiit  and  the  policy  of  the 
war.  When  the  iiartlord  Cutivention  was  proposed 
by  the  Genera)  Gbnrt,  one  of  its  representatives  de- 
nounced it  as  a  revolutionary  proceeding.  Upon  a 
eominuiiicatioii  froiu  the  Iriwii  of  Ruston  requesting 
its  co-oj itTutitm  ill  niea«ure8  to  op(io«e  the  war,  the 
town,  in  July,  1812,  rejected  the  proposed  combina- 
tion. The  town  voted  that  ev«y  drafted  man  should 
receive  from  its  trsssnvy,  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  his 
wages  fifteen  dollars  a  month  whih*  in  actunl  serriee. 
Soldiers  f(»r  the  army  were  here  recruited  and  drilled. 
Id  August,  five  hundred  delegates  from  the  towns  of 
the  county  assembled  b  convention  at  Dedham,  and 
expr»«sed  their  approbation  of  the  war.  The  Dedham 
Lifjbt  Infantry,  Cnpt.  ,\bner  Onild.  did  lerviee  at 
South  Boston  during  the  war  for  several  months. 
During  this  war,  large  quantities  of  berf  and  pwrk 
were  paeked  in  West  Dedham  by  Wilhrd  Oay,  and 
while  the  cuast  was  blockaded,  James  Petfese,  &mnel 
French,  and  (lulburn  KWh  drove  horse-  or  ox-team.s 
to  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  The  trip  to  New 
York  oeenpisd  three  weeks  and  to  Philadelphia  six 
weeks. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  who  died  in  1810,  had 
leA  in  bis  will,  a  legacy  of  one  hnndred  and  seventy 
(lullarH  as  an  addition  to  the  school  funds,  and  in 
making  this  bequest,  he  suggested  that  oertun  sums 
foimerly  appropriated  for  the  same  purpose,  whieh 
were  expended  in  hiring  soldiers,  should  be  replaced 
bv  tbe  town.  The  town  accepted  the  bequest,  and 
directed  the  treasurer  to  loan  the  money  on  security. 
But  this  fltnd  has  disappeared  with  die  other  school 
ftinds  of  the  town. 

In  the  year  181!^,  eccnrred  the  division  of  the 
church  connected  with  the  First  Parish,  perhaps  the 
most  memorable  event  tn  the  history  of  the  town. 
It  was  the  result  of  no  parish  qnand  over  some 
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question  of  temporary  importance,  like  the  location 

of  a  nic''tiTijj-housc,  but  was  the  nafnrnl  conclusion 
of  tbeuiu>:ieal  differences  whicii  had  been  gradually 
devdoping  for  a  quarter  of  •  oeolniy.   Kor  w«rB  the  | 
quciUons  involved  only  of  local  interest  and  import-  | 
aiioe  ,  but  upon  the  legal  dLtormination  of  them  by  ' 
the  tjuprcMif  .ludifial  Court,  the  title  t>i  tbe  properly, 
church  records,  and  all  the  uiateriul  part  uf  the 
cburebes  in  half  tlie  tovm  of  eastern  Munebiuietts  | 
Vta»  decided  to  be  TWtod  in  tbr  town  or  parish,  and 
not  in  the  churches.    It  is  not  tliffuult.  tlifii'forc,  to 
understand  why  this  event  produced  such  a  profound 
impression  not  only  in  the  Dedham  parish,  but  in  all  i 
t)i«  ndghboHog  towns. 

Tbo  oeCMIon  of  the  controverny  was  the  election  of 
a  jnccrssor  to  the  Kcv.  Dr.  Bates,  wlio  hd'i  r<  sli^nrd 
in  February,  1818.  On  the  31st  day  of  August, 
Mr.  Alvao  Lanisoo  wa£  elected  a£  "  a  public  Prot«flt- 
anfc  toacbor  of  {neiy,  rdigion,  and  morality"  at  a 
meeting  of  tbo  pariab  by  a  vote  of  eighty-one 
to  forty-four.  In  this  election  the  church  refused 
to  concur  by  a  vote  of  aevcotceo  to  fifteeo.  The  i 
jwrisb,  having  reoaifod  Mr.  Lanaoa's  aooeiitanee  of 
its  eleelion,  eaoaed  a  ooundi,  oomposed  of  tbe  paston 
and  delegate;  of  thirteen  ohurchea,  to  be  ooovened  on 
the  28th  day  of  October  following  for  the  purpose  of 
ordainiog  Mr.  LamsoD.  When  the  council  a-sseniblcd, 
ibe  Hon,  Samuel  Haven,  a  eon  of  tbo  former  pastor, 
appeared  and  read  an  elaborate  and  kiained  protest  on 
behalf  of  a  majority  of  tbe  church  against  the  ordi-  | 
nation  of  Mr.  Lamson  af^  its  pnstor.  The  pn)pr>sition8  j 
maintained  iu  this  protest  were,  that  a^xurding  to 
Congregational  wage,  tbe  first  step  in  electing  a  pas* 
tor  most  be  taken  by  the  church ;  that  wbDe  the 
parish,  under  the  constitution  of  the  commonwealth, 
might  choo?e  a  rclirrious  teacln  r  and  contract  to  snp-  ' 
port  him,  still  he  would  not  be  a  settled  miuister  of 
tbe  goepel  or  pastor  of  tbo  ebmvb ;  that  the  parish, 
being  merely  a  civil  body,  could  not  call  t<ij:t  tlu  r  an 
ccclcs-ia^tical  council,  but  this  could  only  be  done  by 
the  diurcli  ;  that  the  eccicsia.stical  body,  tbe  Christian 
church  existing  in  this  place,  had  chosen  do  pastor,  of 
course  deeiied  no  ordination,  and  bad  not  invited  her 
aister  cbu relics  to  convene  for  any  porpoae  whoever, 
and  concluded  with  a  solemn  protest  again=t  the  council 
taking  any  furllier  measures  in  relation  to  the  ordina- 
tion of  Mr.  Alvan  Lam&on.  These  positions  were  caru- 
Iblly  argaad  at  ooosiderable  lenstb,  and  in  a  manner 
booomingtbe  gravity  of  the  occasion,  by  Judge  Elavcn. 
The  protest  was  printed  in  tbe  pamphlet  afterwards 
published  and  written  by  him,  entitled  a  "Statement 
of  the  Frooeediogs  in  tbe  first  Chnroh  and  Parish  . 
in  Dedbaa  Beapaetiog  tbe  Settlement  of  a  Mbiato;  1 


1*^1  S,  with  <?omp  Considerations  on  Congregational 
Church  Polity."  It  was  claimed  on  the  par*  of  the 
parish,  tliat  it  did  not  request  to  have  Mr.  Lamson 
ordained  over  tbe  eburcb,  but  that  a  majority  of  tbe 
ohnnob  aotaally  concurred  with  the  parish,  iodttdiog 
mensbrrs  of  other  church  es  wlio  resided  and  com- 
muned in  Dedham,  and  that  the  opposition  wa.« 
altogether  of  a  doctrinal  oature,  which  was  disclaimed 
by  the  committee  of  tbe  cbnreb. 

The  couodl  eontinued  their  deliberatioos  dating 
the  first  day,  and  dceiiied  to  ordain  Mr.  Lamson  over 
the  First  Parish  in  Dedham.  In  the  result  of  the 
oonneil,  drawn  up  and  read  by  Dr.  Chanoing  beioro 
the  ordination  exereisea,  it  is  stated  that  "tbe  council 
regard  the  well-known  usage  according  to  uhieh  tbe 
fir>t  step  in  electing  a  pastor  is  taken  by  the  church 
a.H  in  the  main  wise  and  bene6cial.  But  they  believe 
that  this  usage,  founded  on  different  circumstances 
of  this  Christian  community  and  on  dilbrent  law*  of 
the  commonwealth  from  those  whidl  now  esiat,  ii 
Hot  tfi  Vip  ciKi.sidered  as  universally  necessarv."  Thev 
held  that  the  spirit  and  end  of  the  usage  was  to  be 
r^l^uded  tatber  than  tbe  letter,  and  tlmfe  an  adhereoee 
to  it  would  increaae  divinon  or  poatpone  indefinitdy 
the  aetolement  of  a  Christian  minister;  that,  vbtle  a 
cnncurrenee  of  the  i  hurch  and  parish  was  vorv  f?e 
sirable,  each  body  had  the  right  to  elect  a  pastor  lur 
itself,  it  being  aeoured  to  tbe  eburab  by  tbe  eMaotial 
prindplea  of  Congregational  polity,  and  to  tbe  paradi 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  tbe  commonwealth. 
They  exprcs.sed  the  satisfaction  with  which  they 
witnessed  tbe  singular  self-oommand  manifested  by 
both  parties  in  tbepnblie  disomsions  before  them, 
a  circumstance  too  honorable  to  be  paeasd  over  in 
silence."  The  "  Result"  closed  with  many  eaiMSk 
exhortations  to  a  spirit  of  conciliation. 

It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  circumstance,  that  in 
tbe  protest  of  the  chnroh,  or  in  tbe  **  atatament"  pub* 
lisbed  by  Judge  Haven,  or  in  tbe  **  Result  of  tbe 
Council,"  there  is  scarcely  an  allusion  to  any  diver- 
sity of  religious  opinions  in  the  parish.  Beyond  the 
tact  that  the  parish  committee  claimed  that  this  was 
tbe  reason  of  tbe  oppontioo  to  Mr.  Lamaon,  and  that 
the  church  committee  disclaimed  it,  and  a  single  allu- 
sion in  a  few  words  in  the  "  Result,"  there  is  abso- 
lutely nothing  in  the  printed  proceedings  which  dis- 
closes that  the  controverey  had  any  religious  aspect. 
Tbe  isanea  were  made  upon  qnestioos  of  Congregational 
usage  and  the  legal  powers  of  parislies,  and  not  upoo 
articles  of  religious  be'ief.  Ah  it  often  happens  in 
public  discussions,  the  real  points  of  difference  were 
kept  in  reserve.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
pnriflih  and  the  diareb  were  then  divided  into  two  to* 
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ligionB  parties,  knowD  nfWrwards  aoder  tho  ditttioctive  < 
n«ni»*?  of  TTiiitarian  and  Ordioflox  Mr.  LnTn-Min  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Divinitj  School  in  Harvard  College, 
and  was  a  Uoitariaii.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Heary  Ware, 
vbo  preaelied  the  ordioatum  aermoa,  l»d  been  elected,  { 
b  1805,  Hollie  Profesaor  of  Divinity  as  a  UniUrian, 
aod  Dr.  Channin<^,  who  wa«  nn«>  of  tho  conncil.  hud 
bis  eelebrated  controversj  with  Dr.  Worcester  in  1815, 
wliieli  resulted  in  tbe  eeparatioo  of  the  UDitarian  from  [ 
the  Orthodox  CSoDgiegatioDalista.  All  tbe  oieinben 
of  tbe  fwdainloK  eoancil  represented  churches  which 
were  either  nf  that  time  or  afkerwunls  became  Utiita- 
riAD.  That  those  who  opposed  Mr.  LauiKou's  ordiiia- 
tion  were  Orthodox  Congregationaliata,  was  proved  bj 
thMr  mboeqnent  aotion.  Fhihably  there  were  eome 
wbo  acted  without  regard  to  differtiites  of  faith. 

Mr.  Lampion  was  ordained  Oct.  'IB,  1818.  The 
majoritj  of  the  charch,  including  tbe  two  remaining 
doaeons  (one  baviog  died  soon  after  Mr.  LamaoD^a 
ordiaatioD),  and  a  minority  of  the  pariah,  lieiag  dis- 
satit'Eed,  caused  another  council  to  be  convrricd  at 
Dedbam,  on  Nov.  18,  IblB,  cotnpottcd  of  pastors  and 
dcl^ates  of  sixteen  ueigbboring  churches  belonging 
to  tbe  8M»e  aaeooiatioo  whieb  did  not  attend,  at  tho 
umtation  of  the  parish,  the  ordaining  council.  Thia 
COUOCtI  was  called   for  it.'*  advice  to  thuse  who  re- 
quested it.     It  WiLS  in  se.s.«ioii  two  d:iy.«,  and  reviewe<l 
the  prooeedingii  in  Mr.  Jjaiusou  »  ordination.  The 
lennk  of  their  detiheratione  waa,  that  **  in  the  aettle 
ment  of  a  miniator  in  the  Firat  Chnrah  and  Parish, 
the  council  discover  in  the  measures  pur>iaed,  the 
want  of  such  a  spirit  of  condescenHion  as  seems 
best  adapted  to  prodoce  and  preserve  unitj  and  peace. 
It  appenn  that  the  jwriah,  in  oppoaition  to  the  wiahcs 
of  the  church,  baVe  proceeded  to  settle  a  puUio 
teacher  of  religion  and  uioralitj,  not  in  accordance 
with  the  aocuatomed  and  pacific  proceedings  of  Con- 
gr^tiooal  Chnrehes  u  New  England,  nor,  in  the 
jndgment  of  thia  eonneil,  waa  thia  one  of  those  eaaea 
of  necessity  which,  in  tbe  opinion  of  some,  WOttId 
joKtify  such  a  procedure."    Bat  tbe  eonneil  gae  no 
definite  advice. 

The  ehninb,  or  that  portion  whieh  temainod  nniled 
vith  the  pariah,  elected  Hr.  Lamaoa  aa  ita  pastor 
Nov.  14,  1818,  by  a  majority  of  the  voting  mero- 
borsihip  of  the  church.  Rut  at  this  titno  the  dis- 
satisfied  members  had  withdrawn.  Deacon  Samuel 
Bbkn  did  not  attend  aertioea  after  Hr.  Lamaon^a 
ordination.  Deaoon  Joaeph  Swan  died  Noremher 
13th,  nrid  Deacon  Jonathan  Richards  resigned  March  i 
15,  1819.  Deacon  Fales  was  removed  or  dismissed, 
aod'  Elipbalet  Baker  and  Luther  Kiohards  were  i 
flfaoaso.    That  portion  of  tlie  oharch  which  had  ' 


aeoeded.  claimed  to  constitute  the  First  Church,  and 
as  the  l.tiitls  and  funds  .if  the  church,  under  tlie  laws 
of  the  commonwealth,  were  vested  in  the  deacong,  a 
suit  was  begun  by  Deacon  Elipbalet  Baker  and  Dea- 
con Lnthw  Rieliarda  against  Deaoon  Samuel  Falee 
for  the  recovery  of  the  property  of  the  First  Church 
in  Dedham.  After  a  trial  l>y  the  jury,  the  case  was 
carried  upon  questions  of  law  to  the  full  beocb  of  tbe 
Supreme  Court,  and  waa  argued  bj  Soliettor-Oeneral 
Davia  Ibr  the  plaintifia  and  Daniel  Webeter  for  the 
defendant 

The  two  questions  involved  in  this  decision  arc, 
whether  the  plaiati&  were  in  fact  deacons  of  tho 
Fimt  Cbnrcb  in  Dedbam,-  having  been  appointed  by 
thoae  memben  of  the  ohurefa  who  remained  and 

acted  with  the  parish,  and  the  legal  character  of  the 
grants  to  the  church  in  Dedhani.    But,  in  consider- 
ing  these  questions,  both  resolved  tbemselves  into 
one  point.  The  legal  estate  of  these  granta  to  the 
I  church  in  Dedham  being  vested  in  tbe  deacons  by 
'  the  statute  of  lTr>4,  as  trustees,  the  court  holds  "  that 
ihe  iru.'-t^  intended,  uju.st  have  been  tho  providinfr  for 
the  public  worship  of  God  in  Dedbam,  and  the  in- 
.  habitants  at  hagi  of  that  town,  as  parisbionen  or 
membeie  of  tho  retigioas  society,  were  tbe  proper 
cestui's  que  trust,  hecause  the  effect  of  tlie  grants  was 
to  relieve  them  from  an  expense  tliey  w<>uld  other- 
wise have  been  obliged  to  hear  or  forego  the  benefits 
of  a  Christian  ministiy."   Tbe  oonrt  say,  further, 
**  in  whatever  light  ecdoia^tical  ooaueils  OT  penons 
may  consider  the  ijiutstion,  it  appears  to  us  clear 
from  the  constitution  aod  laws  of  the  land  and  tVorn 
judicial  decisions,  that  tbe  body  which  is  to  be  uuti- 
'  sidered  tlw  First  Church  in  Dedbam  mnet  he  the 
I  church  of  tbe  Fint  Parish  in  that  town,  as  to  all 
questiona  of  property  whieb  depend  upon  that  re- 
lation." 

The  court  lield  liha^  while  the  proceedings  of  tbe 
pariah  and  the  oouncil  were  not  oonfbrmaUe  to  tbe 

general  usage  of  the  country,  yet,  under  the  third 
article  of  the  Declaration  of  Kiglitii,  parishes  have 
tbe  exclusive  right  of  electing  public  teachers,  and 
thai  a  teacher  of  "  piety,  religion,  and  morality"  is  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Declaration  of  Rights;  that  tbe  non-oooourreoce  of 
•  the  church  in  the  choice  of  a  minister,  in  no  de-ree 
impairs  tbe  ooostitutiouul  right  of  the  parish ;  that 
Hr.  Lamson  became  the  biwfu)  minister  of  the  Fint 
Pariah  in  Dedham  and  of  the  churoh  anbsisting 
therein  ;  that  the  church  had  the  right  to  choose 
deacons,  finding  that  the  former  deacons  had  abdi- 
cated their  office ;  that  the  members  ol  the  diurcb 
who  withdrew  from  the  pariah  oesaod  to  be  the  Finfc 
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Church  in  Dedhara,  and  that  all  the  rights  and 
duties  of  that  body  relative  to  property  ititrw<*ffd  to 
it  dcv«)lved  upoa  those  meiobers  who  remained  with  i 
asd  adhered  to  the  parish. 

It  U  to  be  observed  that  the  decision  of  the  court 
turned  chiefly  upon  the  third  article  of  the  Bill  nf 
Rights  passed  in  1780,  which  gave  to  parishes  the 
right  to  elect  a  public  taaoher.   As  a  civil  tribunal,  it  i 
paid  DO  regard  to  tho  ralas  or  dedaioiia  of  eedeaiaa-  j 
tloal  councils  or  the  usa^  of  churches.    The  qaca- 
tions  dccidc'l,  relutcd  to  the  title  of  tho  church  prop- 
erty, and  as  a  church  could  not  exist  iodepeudeotly  of  i 
a  parish,  the  memben  who  remained  with  the  parish  j 
mre  the  lAttreh  in  the  ejre  of  the  law,  and  the  mem-  | 
bers  wlin  seceded  were  not.  i 

Of  tlu'  effect?!  of  this  great  cfintrnversy  nnd  its  Gnat 
decision  upon  the  iuhabitant.s  of  the  First  Parish  iu 
Dedham,  it  is  to  be  said  tliat  it  implanted  a  root  of 
bitterness  among  those  who  participated  in  it  on 
either  side,  and  among  tlioir  iinnicdiate  descendants. 
The  church  connected  with  the  First  l^arish  hva* 
always  rented  its  claim  to  be  the  First  Church  in 
Dedham  upon  the  deeision  of  the  eonrt.  The  chnreh 
formed  by  the  neceders  in  1818  has  also  claimed  to 
be  the  First  Church  in  Dedham  in  nceordtinrr  with 
CoDgregatiouai  usage,  and  becau:(e  they  were  a  tua- 
joritj  of  its  memben  at  that  time.  Theeharefa  con- 
nected with  the  First  Parish,  still  retains  the  ehnreh 
covenant  of  1793,  while  the  church  now  known  as  the 
Firjst  ConLTciratiriiiul  Church  adopted  articles  of  faith 
and  a  new  iorui  uf  covenant  in  1821. 

The  memben  of  the  ohurob  who  withdrew  after 
the  ordination  of  Mr.  Lamson  nnmbered  eighty-nine, 
twonty-fonr  men  and  sixty-five  wf>mcn.  and  induding 
the  three  deacons.  During  tho  year  1819,  these 
ohurcb  members,  with  those  of  the  parish  who  came 
away  with  them,  held  servioes  on  the  SaUmth  in  the 
bouse  which  was  formerly  that  of  the  ReT.  Mr. 
Haven.  This  was  directly  opposite  tho  pari.«h 
mectiug-bouse,  and  od  the  site  of  the  present  meet- 
ing-house of  the  new  society.  This  was  dedicated 
Dee.  30,  1819.  The  erection  of  this  spadons  and 
Wi  ll  proportioned  house  in  a  little  more  than  a  year 
from  the  tim<»  <if  the  separation,  at  an  expense  of 
nearly  ten  thousand  dollars,  by  forty-three  coulribu-  , 
tors,  none  of  whom  had  larf;e  means,  luraishes  | 
striking  eTidecce  of  tbeir  teal  and  spirit  of  self-  [ 
fnorificp  Whili-  thi-y  were  without  a  pastor,  they  ^ 
maintttioed  prayer-meetings,  which  had  been  hitherto 
unknown  in  the  parish.  The  widow  of  Deacon  Swan 
pve  two  silver  Hagons  and  •  Wptisnia]  font.  On 
the  14th  day  of  March,  1821,  the  Rev.  Kbeneser 
Bufgeas  was  ordained  as  pastor.   A  new  society  was 


incorporated  in  connection  with  the  church,  under  the 
D-A\w  of  t!t»'  '*  Nfw  Mc.  titi.;  Hfitisc  Society."  In 
182t>  a  new  vestry  was  built  by  Mr.  Burgess  at  bi^ 
own  expense. 

The  FintCburcli  and  Purish,  after  the  separation. 
wr>re  almj  moved  to  the  improvement  of  th(?  m!  ! 
meeting  house  of  17t>3.  In  1805,  the  parish  had 
determined  to  enlarge  it,  but  afterwards  rescinded 
tlie  vote.  In  1807,  it  was  voted  to  erect  a  new 
meeting-house,  and  a  buildiiiL'  committee  chosen, 
but  this  vote  was  also  rp^eindoii.  liut  in  1819.  the 
old  house  was  enlarged  by  an  addition  io  front,  the 
slant  of  the  roof  being  changed,  the  north  tad  aoioth 
poffohea  removed,  and  the  house  entirely  remodeled 
within.  The  outside  clock  was  given  at  this  time  by 
the  Hon.  Edward  Dowse  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Phaw,  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  Dowse.  The  inside  clock  was  the  gift 
of  John  and  Samuel  Do^tt,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  for- 
merly of  Dedham.  In  18'Jl ,  an  organ  was  purchased, 
and  swin  after  Dr.  \\'ai;s  version  of  the  Psalms  was 
exchanged  for  the  New  York  Collection  of  Hymns. 
In  1828  a  vestry  was  provided  for  the  lue  of  the 
Sanday-sehool  uid  for  libraries.  A  Sabboth-sehod 
had  Ixcn  founded  in  1816,  and  wax  held  in  the  old 
briek  sebool-hottse,  whtch  stood  near  the  meetii^ 
house. 

In  the  Third  Parish,  the  vacancy  existing  by  Che  death 
of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Tbacher  was  not  filled  ttDtil  Apil 

20,  1814,  when  the  Rev.  Julm  White  was  ordained. 
H(>  was  horn  in  Conc'orJ,  iKc.  2.  1787,  and  was 
graduated  ui  Harvard  College  iu  1805.  His  ministry 
oontinued  until  hta  death,  Feb.  1, 1852,  and  during 
this  whole  period  of  neariy  thirty-eight  yean,  this 
parish  enjoyed  uninterrupted  harronny  Mr.  White 
was  a  sincere  nao  and  a  faithful  pastor,  and  entirely 
devoted  to  bia  work.  He  was  mild,  gentle,  eooili^ 
DOS,  and  oondliatory."  During  his  ministry,  n  Sun- 
day -school  was  organi7.ed,  and  the  rhiMren  were 
catc*  lii.-nl  hy  the  pastor.  Mr.  White  ami  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  held  in  most  grateful  memory  by  the 
people  of  this  parish.  Mr.  White  was  ordained 
before  the  separation  of  the  Unitarians  from  the 
Orthodox  Coii;:'roL:atii  iiialist8,  but  be,  with  his  parish, 
was  always  ranked  with  the  Unitarians.  Mr.  White 
delivered  a  centennial  discourse  relating  to  the  history 
of  ibis  parish,  Jao.  17, 1836,  which  was  printed. 

I'hi-  S.'cond  Parish,  on  the  other  hand,  adhered  to 
the  coiiliv-ion  of  faith  ari<1  eovcuaiit  of  it.s  founders, 
Bod  has  always  been  known  as  Orthodox.  On  the 
16th  of  December,  1829,  Ur.  Harrison  G,  Park,  s 
graduate  of  Brown  Unhreni^,  was  wdalned  as  pmat 
by  tho  same  ecclesiastical  council  that  was  convened 
to  saoottou  the  dissolution  of  Mr.  Coj^well's  pastoral 
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relation.    Mr.  Ptok  rematoed  M  pMtor  wtil  Sept 

23,  1835,  when  he  was  diamiHsed  at  his  owo  re4^|ue.*<t. 
He  was  siipm»He(J  hy  the  Rev.  Calvin  Durfec,  a  irrud- 
uate  of  \VitliaiU!4  Cuiiogc,  who  was  ordained  March 
2,  1836.  On  June  26, 1836,  he  preiehed  a  oraten* 
Dial  disoour-c  rcliitim^  to  the  history  of  this  p«ruh, 
which  was  [iririinl.  Mr.  Diirffc  rpmaiiici^  the  pn«tor 
unitl  1852,  when  bu  visui  succeeded  hy  the  Kev. 
Moeea  M.  Colbarn.  Ur.  Colburo  rMtgned  Feb.  3, 
1866,  and  Oct  1, 1866,  the  B«t.  Jcieepb  P.  Bizby 
became  the  actiuj;  pastor.  Mr.  Bizbj  remained  pastor 
of  the  South  Church  and  Parish  at  the  date  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  town  of  Norwood,  in  1872. 

Tbe  fi»llowiDg  interwting  description  of  the  appear- 
anoe  of  Dedham  viila<:t>  in  1B18  is  found  in  a  sertuon 
delivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lam.'iou  in  1858,  beiuj;  the 
Sunday  aAt  r  the  fortieth  year  of  his  ordination.  It 
will  serve  to  uinke  tlie  changes  which  occurred  during 
tlioae  forty  yeati  mote  strtking  and  apparent : 

"Id  prvrAilirif;  i<l«)ui  and  mode;  of  thinking,  anii  in  the 
hftbitf  and  occufiatlood  of  the  pe«»|ilo  the  l»»t  forty  je«ni  have 
pradncrd  a  iiiarkwl  obaoge.  UuUl  »  oeiBp»ratiTelj  r«c«Bt 
parted  thi?  pof  ulatton  of  the  phww  wm  almort  aseluiitTcty  agrl- 
enltaraE.  ;ui'l  t)>«r«t  were  rtinniti-  rl.Mrly  <li-iv  ruiir'.-  "f  pritiii- 
tire  tMtM  sod  habita.  Tb«  old  turttUjrri,  they  woru  called, 
■till  terfol^  T«f»rMaol«L    Wb«re  job  m»BttfMt«rtD( 


village.  beariDi;  every  mark  uf  pro<|KTity  and  thrift,  now 
(TMU  tba  Bje,  there  stood  at  the  tiuic  of  my  eutninj;  lirrv  only 
ft  mall  eluM^r  of  dwellinK* — elevvu,  I  t>cllcvo,  iu  all— <l<><ling 
th«  fMd*idM,  mad  a  aetiooUboiiM  of  tba  MantiMt  dimeacionHj 
old  and  of  tho  rndoit  itraelare,  ralllflod  to  hold  the  eblMrco. 
Iq  the  central  villa{;c  tbo  housoH  ouuM  be  readily  oounteil,  and 
tb«r«  were  l^rge  fletdt  and  vacant  i|N>oea.    Wber«  onr  elaiwical 
«Mft-boaM  and  M««nl  a^laoaut  baildlDgs  now  ttaad,  tkoto 
WW.  innloaed  in  jiart  hy  a  «toDe  wall  uf  nn  urdiii.try  l<ind,  old 
and  irregoUr,  an  n|>on  lot  whicb  served  fur  a  Gorn-beld  ur  fur 
attjwing  in  fumiaer.  and  in  winttir  fgraiabed  WOOlleiit oOMtiBg- 
fnmiid  for  tbe  children.   Tber*  were  so  railwajr*,  a*  you 
knvw,  in  thoM  d*y#.    Stagc-conph«,  lerenil  ia  tramber, — from 
four  t«  »ix  and  eight,  ind  ^uim  ti:;;.    more, — and  ii.<uully  kc<'|j- 
iag  to(«ttaer,  [nMed  thruuj{h  tbe  plaoe,  ooore/iog  p«M«uger» 
to  aod  from  tbo  •taavboati  at  Provideneok  in  tbo  dry  wwtbor 
of  tuinmrr,  nti^iiig  a  du«t  which  penetrated  the  nci)(hbr  rtntr 
boufr*  and  covfr<-l  tbe  gnr<lenK,  lying  thick  on  every  li'ul  iiiiJ 
flower.     B«t»<-eii  1 1'  1  Ii  hk  and  Boton,  for  the  m-coiiinioilation 
of  lb*  iababitaBlK  of  thi»  place  and  of  H«xbury,  th<rre  wa«  five 
lajr«  ia  tbe  week— Wednetdayi  and  Suadayi*  bi  in^  (be  ex- 
cepted day» — a  flow,  luiiihering  ftag<'-ooftch,  ordinnrily  lirawn 
hj  two  horaea,  and  on  otrtain  da/a,  a«  Uondajr  and  Satardajr, 
by  tbree,  going  in  tbo  nomiBg  and  rctttming  in  tbo  aftornoon, 
tQ'i  occiipyin,'  twi     lur-  cm],  trny  on  the  road,  ihv  time  con- 
ioaitd  in  taking  up  and  leaving  the  paftenj^urK  at  the  e»<|H  of 
IhtBae  often  making  an  extra  h»lf  hour.    Of  thi»  no  ono 
eoaplained,  and  tbo  publio  laaaod  to  iblnk  lUelf  amply  ae> 
eomiaodated.   The  InbaUtanta  aaieniblod  for  wonibtp  on  Kub< 
day,  occapied  the  large  iquare  pew« — the  l>o<iy-»ent',  tt$  ibey 
wen  then  called — and  the  free  imu  in  the  galierie*.  Tbe 
Inlareal  iMiwooa  tbe  ttomiag  and  alteraoon  mttIoo  waa 
tbort,  and  mott  <  T  lli  =e  who  lived  out   '1'  "li'  vi"  i-,'  luycd 
•itber  in  aod  about  the  uievliag-bouso  or  at  the  neighboring 
in.  Tbo  bouo  bad  ttaoa  nolthor  rnrnaoo  nor  atovo,  bat  foot- 


•tovcK  were  uie'l,  which  were  repleniahod  with  coaU  at  tbe 
poraonage  or  at  tome  olber  friendly  bon*«  within  oonrenient 
diatanee.  The  afternoon  forrloo  m*  then  and  for  aovoral 

yearn,  a*  it  i"  nnw,  ;frn''m)'v.  in  the  rnurf  rurril  pr?i'i<hi'i:  V,rf;?r 
attended  than  tbe  morning,  and  the  minii-tcr  reserved  what  be 
ooaaidand  bis  bMt  tmwun  for  tbo  aftomoon." 

But  a  new  era  of  ehange*  and  improTementa  had 

already  be<!un  in  Dedham  village.  It  was  about  to 
tihuke  off  rural  aspect  and  to  take  on  a  more  im- 
pusing  appearance. 

Id  1614,  the  Dedham  Bank  waa  esUUished  with  a 
capital  of  one  hundred  tlion'-an  l  >I'>]I;ir^.  Iik  Gr!4 
president  wa«!  ^Villin!  Hay,  wlio  lived  and  carried  on 
the  huninciis  ol  packing  beef  and  pork  at  West  Ded- 
ham. He  reuigued  his  office  May  2U,  1S29,  and 
waa  aueoeeded  hy  John  Worthington  Amea,  the  eldeat 
son  of  Fisher  Ames.  Upon  the  deceBH<»  of  Mr.  Ames, 
in  1833,  Dr.  .Tcremy  Stimson  was  elected,  liis  iO»'(  fi(in 

.  having  been  made  Feb.  14, 1834.    Dr.  Stituson  held 

'  the  offiee  of  prendent,  until  the  hank  waa  reor(^nised 
aa  a  national  hank,  Feb.  7,  1865,  when  he  deolioed 
a  re-election,  and  Lewis  H.  Kingsbury  was  elected. 
Mr  Kin^T^bury  resigned  May  20, 187.'{,  and  Kzra  W. 
Taft  wax  elected,  who  has  «iuce  held  the  uflice. 
The  cashien  of  (he  hank  have  been  Jabea  Gbieker* 

j  bg,  fr  uii  March  25,  1814.  to  Dec.  1I>,  1823;  Eben- 

'  ezer  Fisher,  .Ir  ,  rr-m  Dec.  I'.K  1S2:1,  to  J:in.  1, 
1847;  Lewis  H.  Kingsbury,  from  Jan.  1,  1847,  to 

'  Feb.  7,  18(55 ;  John  H.  B.  Thayer,  from  Feb.  7, 

I  1865,  to  kb  death  in  April,  1873;  and  Lewia  H. 
Kingsbury,  from  May  20,  1873,  to  the  present  time. 

;  Tlh'  i'a{'ii:tl  r>r  t1i>'  hunk  at  tbe  preaent  time  id  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I     In  1817,  the  eouoty  had  ereoted  a  new  atone  jail 

I  on  the  aite  of  the  praaent  one,  with  a  honae  for  the 
keeper.    These  buildings  were  built  of  hammered 

:  sfrmc,  .'it  :in  expense  of  about  fifteen  thoii.«and  dollnr^. 
The  jail  was  thirty-three  feet  square  and  eighteen  teet 

■  hi^h.  Ita  walla  were  maasire,  leaving  bnt  little 
»p!iee  in  the  interior  for  cells  and  ataireaaca.  The  jail 
Hto<Hl  until  I""'!!,  will  II  ii  was  mtiovcd  fn  malcf  room 
for  tbe  main  portion  of  llie  pte!>ent  structure.  The 

I  old  wooden  jail,  built  iu  171)5,  waa  used  as  a  house 
of  oorreclioo  nntil  1833,  when  a  new  brick  building 

I  WII8  erccteii  on  the  aito  of  the  present  jail.   Some  of 

till'  <  I  Ilf*  of  this  house  of  eorr«><-tion  nro  retained  in 
the  present  jail,  but  the  building  was  taken  down 
in  1861.  The  stone  house  for  the  keeper  atoud 
unUl  1880. 

On  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  the  onier-.'^tone  of 
the  new  court  hoiiso  wan  !,ud.  Tt  was  built  of  hewn 
white  granite,  brought  from  Dover,  about  eight  miles. 
It  waa  then  a  Gredan  building,  ninety-eight  by  forty 
fbet,  with  porticos  at  either  end,  having  four  Dorio 
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oolniDiis,  tbree  f«at  mod  ten  indiM  io  dbmeUnr  it  the  j  to  Deo.  7, 1870.   H«  ms  sneoeeded  by  Thomas  Bv- 

base,  and  twenty-one  feet  high.  The  architect  was  rows,  who  was  president  until  May  12,  1877.  when 
Solotunii  Willard,  of  Bi>;»fon,  and  Diimnn  &  Bnti**!.  hp  \rm  sncfeedi'd  bv  Waldo  Colburn.  Its  treasurers 
luattter  builders.  Its  cost  wa^  about  thirty  thousand  have  been  Jonathan  H,  Cobb,  from  May  4,  1331,  to 
dolluB,  and  ita  arohUectnre  waa  always  maeh  ad-  !  Nov«  10, 1834;  Enoe  Foord,  from  Nov.  10, 1834,  to 
nirad.  It  was  completed  and  dedicated  Feb.  20,  j  May  9,  1845;  George  Klti^.  from  May  9,  1845,  to 
1827,  dnrins:  the  term  of  the  Suprenii'  Judicial  Cnurt.  July  2.  IS.").");  mid  r;ilviii  <iuild.  I'nuii  thai  Jatp  until 
Chief  Justice  Parlcer  made  an  address,  and  the  bar  the  present  time.  The  amount  of  deposits  received 
gaTO  a  dioiMir  to  the  judges  and  -attorney -general.  |  from  May  1,  1831,  to  May  1,1843,  was  two  hundred 
The  colaigeiiienfe  on  High  Street,  whioh  oomplotely  (  and  tweDty^Mx  thonsaiid  oiae  handrad  and  fifty-four 
duunged  the  qipe«raooe  of  the  building,  aod  the  doll.m,  and  the  amount  from  May  1, 1807,  to  .May  1, 
dome  surmonntinsj  it,  were  finished  in  18G1.  1««1,  was  one  million  eight  hundred  and  ihirty-foor 

Prior  to  1829,  tbo  town-meetings  were  held  alter-  ^  thousand  seven  hundred  and  uiucty-four  dollars, 
mtely  in  the  meedng^hottsee  of  the  differeot  (HmaheB.  All  these  things  iudiealo  the  growth  of  the  town 
In  that  year,  the  town  built  a  plain  one-story  bailding.  j  in  wealth  and  enterprise,  and  that  Dedham  was  be- 
costing  about  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  for  cominjj  a  centro  of  buftinoss  activity,  as  well  as  as- 
a  town-house.  It  was  a  rude  building,  and  had  no  '  sninine;  the  proper  dignity  hemming  the  shire-town 
rooms  for  offices,  or  place  for  the  preservation  oi  :  of  the  county.  It  had  become  a  resort  of  people 
noords,  but  it  aerred  fbr  U>wn<meetio9i  and  electiooa  |  from  Boston  to  spend  the  auwrner,  aod  In  the  winter 
until  1868.  In  1832,  the  town-farm  of  sixty-three  for  lawyers  and  others  attending  the  eourta;  and 
acros,  situated  in  the  Weat  Pariah,  wa»  purchaaed  there  worf  bails  ami  sIciL-liIn^'  ji.irtk's.  There  were 
for  a  poor-house.  two  good  taverns,  where  guests  were  ho.spitably  enter- 

In  April,  1S25,  the  Norfolk  Mntnal  Fire  Inanraooe  tained,  one  near  the  oourt-hooBc,  kept  by  Martin 
ComiMtty  was  oqganiMd.  Its  fifBtpreaidentwaa  John  1  Harsh,  and  afWrwards  by  Franois  Alden  and  Moees 
Endicott,  and  its  first  secretary  was  Erastus  Wor-  Gnigg.  The  other  wns  bllilt  by  Timothy  Gay  on  the 
thington.  and  it  was  mainly  through  his  effort!*  that  slU'  ■K'cuyiiefJ  fbr  many  vosrs  by  the  Phoenix  House, 
the  company  was  established.  In  1833,  Mr.  Endicott  •  In  1830,  the  population  of  the  towu  was  upwards  of 
WIS  Buooeeded  by  James  Riobardson,  and  on  June  30,  |  three  (hooBand.  It  had  then  a  stone  oonrt*honaeand 
1840,  Mr.  WortbinglOD  having  ret^ignod  by  reason  of  a  stone  jail  and  keeper's  house.  In  the  town  there 
ill  health,  he  w,is  iuccecded  by  Ira  Cleveland  as  ste-  were  f»»ur  Congregational  meeting-houses;  one  Epis- 
retary^.  The  2<iabsequent  presidents  have  been  Abrii-  copal  Church  and  n  Baptt<f  meeting-house  in  West 
ham  F.  Howe,  from  April  7, 1857,  to  April  1,  1362;  Dodlium  ;  eleven  cmull  ttchool- houses,  two  woolen- 
Lather  Meteair,  from  April  1, 1862,  to  April  5, 1863;  !  mills,  two  cottoa-mills,  fbnr  saw-milb,  fire  mnnnfim- 
nnd  Ira  Cleveland,  from  April  5,  1863,  to  the  {  ri  >< m  turies  fbr  making  chaises  aod  carriages,  one  machine- 
time.  The  secretaries,  after  tlif  resignation  -.f  Mr.  i-h>-]i,  one  mntiiifarfory  for  making'  |iKin.;lt>.  five 
Cleveland,  April  5,  1863,  were  George  D.  Gordon,  taveri»t*,  eleven  rttiiil  .storeH,  two  apothecaries,  one 
ftom  April,  1863,  to  April,  1873;  Preston  R.  Mans-  i  priuting-prcss  for  printing  books  and  a  newspaper, 
field,  from  April,  1873,  to  Febmary,  1880 ;  and  Eli-  j  and  a  bank  and  an  insurance  company.  Many  new 
jah  Howe,  from  that  time  to  tlm  pre.<ient.  Mr.  Cleve-  streets  hud  been  laid  ont  and  constntoted  between 
land  has  also  been  frcnsarLr  (  i  the  company  since    1820  and  18^0. 

1850.  This  company  has  been  successful,  and  has  ,  On  the  23<1  duy  of  August,  1824,  Gun.  Lafayette 
always  been  considered  a  reliable  and  conserratiTe  {  passed  through  Dedham  on  his  way  ftom  Ptovidenee 
company.  It  b  the  owner  of  the  brick  building  in  to  Boston,  lie  arrived  at  half-past  ten  o'clock  in  the 
which  ila  office  and  the  Dedham  NaUooal  Bank  are  |  evening,  und  remained  about  an  hour  at  AldenN 
located.  '  Hotel.    He  was  enthusiastically  received  by  a  large 

The  Dedham  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  ^  number  of  people,  who  had  gathered  during  the  day 
inoorporated  in  1837  for  insuring  buildings  aod  per-  in  antidpatlon  of  his  arrival,  and  by  a  satate  of  artil- 
•onal  property.  This  was  an  ofbhoot  of  the  Norfolk  lery,  by  the  ringing  of  the  belln,  and  the  illumination 
compjtny,  and  its  offioers  b»Ve  generally  been  the  same  of  the  housp'^  in  the  villnt-'*".  Hnndre  is  of  ladies  and 
as  of  that  company.  j  gentlemen  shook  bauds  with  the  general,  and  at  half- 

In  1831,  the  Dedham  Institation  fbr  &ving^  was  past  deven  o'ebek  he  was  eseorted  by  a  oavnlende  ef 
iacorportted.  The  fint  presideot  was  Rev.  Bbeneier  l  a  hundred  boiacmen  to  the  resldenee  of  Qovemor 
Bni:g«fla,       who  held  chat  office  from  May  4, 1831,  *  Eustis,  in  Rozbnty,  where  he  spent  the  nighi. 
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lo  1833,  Qen.  Andrew  JidoMm,  then  tbe  Pmidcnt 

of  the  T'nitt'd  Statis,  made  »  Tint  to  Boston,  and 
parsed  tlirtiu'^h  D'Hilmin  on  lii^  way  from  Prov'ulence. 
He  made  the  journey  in  a  carriage,  and  wns  acconi- 
panied  bj  MartiD  Van  Bureo,  then  Vioc-Presiduut, 
and  mmAm  of  hfe  wbinet.  He  ww  reoMTcd  in 
Dedham  by  m  large  concourse  of  people,  who  were 
ranirrd  in  lines  on  ench  'siile  of  Court  Street  as  the 
carnages  contaioitig  tbe  party  puBed.  It  was  on  tbe 
oeoMbn  of  tbb  ihat  that  FnMdent  Jaekaon  veoeiTed 
fclie  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  firom  Harvard  Oollega. 


CHAPTER  X. 

SBOHAIC— (CbulMWfrf). 

UnivMfwHM  BoeiHf,  8oath  Dadbam— Episcopal  Chnnti— Rot. 

Iia.io  I'.oylo — Itor.  Samuel  I'!.  Babci.ok  —  \ow  ('hiircli  —  Dod- 
ham  Br&Dcb  RailrmMl— Usnufacture* — Population  in  IS'ii — 
lT«wap*p«n— CmtohnM  CsMrmtiaa,  1)^6— Dr.  Lamioii'i 

Ri'tTrit":!!  TlWcnnr'p-.  1 — T>r.  Rnrgp-s'  I'i^i'ours*  in  "  Uod- 
bam  Pulpit" — Hct.  Jolin  W'liUo'-i  HislorirAl  JJIiinouriie,  I83« — 
B«r.  Ifr.  DnrJSra't  Hi-tonra:  l)ip< 'Mur.i-,  |K3*i— Doxtructlre 


Firw  ImprwreiBWita  in  saluwia  aod  S«bool-  Hoan^Norfollc 
Cauvty  Railroad— First  Bapt$tt  Cbareb,  Wwt  Dcdbim— 

Baptist  Churvh,  Euet  DeUhnni— !!  i|'t.»t  Church,  Suutli  Ditl- 
bMD— MMlMKlist  Epiaoopal  Clturob,  EaM  Dadiiam— Firnt 
Pifwh— RoiigBatlm  «f  Dr.  lum,  aad  of  Dr.  Buifaas— 
Third  I'arith — .Suce«!«ort  of  Rev.  John  Whit© — ."^ucoestors  of 
Dr.  Laioson  in  First  Puriitb — Iiitprovemviit*  in  Mccling- 
Hott^o — SuecrMon  to  Rer.  Dr.  Bor^frm — Harnini;  of  St. 
Pkiil'i  Clinreh— Haw  Stana  Ckacah  —Cbi^^  Roman  Cath- 
Chttreh— 8t  Marjr'i  Sahool  aod  A^liim — Ajuiaxatioiis 
to  W'cfft  Rnxbury  and  Walpolo — Didhani  Qaa*Ugbt  CMBpMt^ 
— I>«dhaBi  UiMorieal  Sucietjr. 

In  the  year  1827  there  be^n  a  movement  which 
led  to  the  fnrmntion  oP  the  Univerisalist  SneipJv  in 
the  t»oaih  Farinh.  it  will  be  remembered  that  the 
dioreb  of  the  Second  Parieh  adhered  to  the  aaoient 
covenant  and  cotift  .'^loo  of  fiiith,  and  probably  thoee 
who  d"is.*i  ijt>  d  !i  1(1  heen  seeking'  atinthor  place  of  wor- 
ehip.  The  Kev.  Thomas  WhitteiiKJie,  a  preacher  of 
tbe  UoiversalUt  denomination,  lield  servictsi  Feb.  6, 
1827,  for  the  flist  time.  In  the  following  September, 
fifty-two  persons  entered  into  covenant  or  a^reciucnt 
for  forroin«i  a  religiotia  society  to  be  denominated  the 
Ftnt  Unircrrali^t  Society.  Id  May,  1828,  a  legal 
meeting  wae  held  to  take  the  firrt  et^  towarda  the 
hoildiog  of  a  ohnrah  edifioe.  The  work  wes  epeedily 
bf^n,  and  on  the  I4th  day  of  January,  1830.  the 
church  waa  dedicated.  While  fhe  rhtireli  Hein^ 
buiJt,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Waldo  supplied  the  society  tor 
ekoot  eight  mooths.  The  R«t.  Alfred  Y.  Beeseti 
«•  tbe  fint  peotor,  being  inducted  into  olEoe  June 


17,  1830.  He  died  Dee.  26,  1831,  having  in  hi* 
brief  minietry  eecurni  the  uflVetioTi  of  hii  poojde. 

His  sueces.sor8  were  the  Rev.  T.  B  Tfinyer  and  ReT. 
R.  S.  Pope,  and  from  the  years  ISM  to  1840  the 

:  society  was  without  a  pastor.  lo  1840,  the  Bat. 
Bdwin  Thompaon  beeame  tbe  peator,  and  eleeed  hb 

I  ministry  here  in  1844.  He  was  prominent  in  the  total 
abstinence  niovement  bopun  about  this  titiio,  known 
by  tbe  name  uf  the  Wasbiugtonian  movement,  to 
whidi  he  subecqtiently  gave  hie  whole  time  and  oner- 
giea.  After  Mr.  Thompaon,  the  snoeeaaion  of  pastors 
w,'!v  the  Rev.  C.  11.  Webster,  from  1846  to  1S'.53; 
the  Rev.  Ebeneaer  Fisher,  from  1853  tn  IS.'jS;  the 
Rev.  A.  R.  Abbott,  from  1858  to  1860  ;  and  the  Rev. 
M.  R.  Leonard,  from  May,  1861,  to  1865,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Ginirge  Hill. 

The  K[>i^(,-ijial  Clmrcli  iu  Dedham  village,  dtirinj; 
the  rectorship  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boyle,  had  received 
some  accessions  to  tbe  number  of  familiee,  and  alao  to 
the  number  of  eommanicanta  eonneoted  with  iL  The 
trouble  srisiog  from  the  divisions  in  the  First  Churoh 
hod  eansrd  many  perfonn  to  have  a  nominal  con- 
nection with  the  Episcopal  Church  for  the  purpose 
of  paroohial  taxation,  «noe  the  law  then  eompdied 
eTery  property*holder  to  pay  a  tax  for  the  support  of 
public  worship,  though  he  might  select  lii.-s  j  lu  r  of 
won^hip.  There  were  some,  however,  who  were  in- 
terested in  the  services  of  the  church,  among  whom 
may  be  named  Bamnel  Lowder,  Edward  Whiting, 
Tberon  Metcalf,  uiid  p]ru8tafl  WoTthtDgton.  The 
growth  of  the  pari>*h,  Imwever,  wbh  quite  '^Taihial. 
In  1822  a  Sunday-school  was  first  established.  Tbe 
number  of  families  reported  aa  oonneeted  with  the 
parish  from  1822  to  1828  was  «bont  fifty,  and  the 
number  of  communicants  inereaaed  from  twenty-five 
in  "[^'2'!,  in  fortv  one  in  Tn  IR.TI,  tin  nrsrtm  was 

procure<J  by  subscription,  Mr.  Edwiird  Whiting  being 
a  large  contributor.  From  the  beginning  of  the  ree* 
torship  of  Mr.  Boyle,  the  name  of  the  church  was 
changed  from  Thmt  Church  to  St.  Paul's  Church. 
Mr.  Boyle  was  a  man  of  high  character  and  scholarly 
attainments,  but  he  was  atilictcd  with  dcafnci-jj,  which 
impaired  his  eSdeney  in  the  public  eerriees  of  the 
church.  Ho  resign,  d  Ajiril  21,1832.  The  parUi, 
in  aofr-ptint:  liis  rc^iLMintii-n,  entered  upMii  !t«  records 
a  minute  of  its  estimaiiou  of  his  Christian  integrity 
aod  pastoral  fidelity."  He  vaa  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1613,  and  reeeived  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity  from  both  Trinity  and  Colutuhi  i  Cnll .  l'os 
in  He  wiis  ordained  a.s  deacon  iiy  l!ish  »p 

Gri-swold  April  29,  1820,  and  he  died  Dec.  2,  1850. 
The  parieh  then  invited  Mr.  Samuel  Brtier  Babeook, 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  Coll^  in  1830,  a  lay  reader, 
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bat  who  was  pareuioi;  Im  theological  studies.  t<> 
ciate  in  the  pariish,  wliich  invitation  he  accepted  Au- 
gust 18, 1832.   Mr.  ijaheock  was  ordained  us  dcacou 
io  1832,  and  as  priest  in  1633.   Dunog  the  ^rst  (en  I 
yeais  of  Mr.  Babeock'a  ininistry,  ihe  parish  received  | 
the  acce^nion  of  two  pentlcnien  who  subsequently 
bcratiio  iflftitifir'l  witli  the  parish,  rtn  l  have  been  its 
coii^lunt  and  liberal  beocfuclors  down  lo  the  prci>eut  , 
tine,  and  both  are  still  Wiing.   The  [>rnjeet  of  erect- 
ing a  new  chureii  had  been  entertained  ibr  some  time, 
but  could  not  be  airrinl  out  for  lack  of  ni<'ai>s.  Ed- 
ward Whiliug  huiI  Ictl  a  bequest  of  one  thousand 
dollaw  for  the  purpo«ic.    At  length,  in  1845,  the 
parish  proeeeded  to  erect  a  new  choreh.   The  site  of 
the  old  church  on  "  Franklin  S<|uarc"  was  ubjection- 
able.  both  to  the  parish  and  to  th.>  |m  i      who  r<«iidt'd 
upon  the  M^uare.    A  subscription        made  up  by  i 
several  ownen  of  estates  bounding  upou  the  square, 
and  paid  to  the  parish,  and  a  oonveyanee  was  made  to  { 
the  tiubseribers  of  the  whole  "  church  common,"  with 
the  provii<ioD  that  no  building  tthould  ever  be  erected  \ 
upon  it.    A  new  situ  od  the  corner  of  Court  Street  ! 
and  Village  Avenue  was  parehased.   The  old  ehurch 
was  taken  down  in  December,  1845,  :iti<l  on  Jaq,  |5, 
1846,  the  new  church  was  conepcrutcd.    It  mis  con- 
structed of  wood,  of  mediaeval  liothic  architecture, 
with  a  tower  slier  the  Magdalen  tower,  in  Oxford,  Eng- 
hnd,  and  was  an  arehiteetarsl  ornament  to  the  village. 
It  had  a  good  organ  and  fine  hiM,  both  the  gifts  of 
parishioncrfi,  and  «»tliftr  liberal  L'ifrs  were  made  by 
others.   It  cost,  iucludiug  furniture,  about  seven  thou-  j 
Band  dollars.   On  Nov.  30, 1845,  it  being  the  last  | 
Sunday  on  which  services  were  held  in  the  old  church,  | 
Mr.  Babrofk  preached  a  historical  discourse  reviewing  i 
the  hi!*tory  of  the  parish,  which  wa?  pritit.  d. 

The  building  of  the  Boston  and  I'rovidcncc  Rail-  j 
road  was  an  event  whieh  excited  mneh  interest  in  the  | 
people  of  Dedham.   The  first  .•<urvey.'i  locat.'d  theroed 
through  Dedli  im  village,  southerly  of  the  )>reM?ut 
Station,  and  fullowiog  the  line  of  tlie  turnpike.  The 
decision  to  ehang^  this  locatioo  o<»:A8ioued  great  di&-  < 
appointment.    The  people  doubtless  regarded  the 
railroad  as  a  substitute  for  the  turnpike,  and  they 
detiired  to  retain  the  s:itiu>  n^lative  position  to  the 
foruier,  which  they  bad  hitherto  sustaiued  to  the 
latter.   The  loises  which  the  owners  of  the  tstage  , 
eonpaoy  had  sustained  in  the  burning  of  the  Dedham 
Hotel  and  stable,  with  sixty  horses,  Oct.  30,  1832, 
and  the  burning  of  the  Phirnix  «tnMi'.  with  fifry-three 
hor&Cii,  Jan.  7,  1834,  had  prepared  the  mindi^  of  the 
people  to  regard  favorably  the  new  enterprise  of  the 
nilroad.    Oen.  McNeill,  the  en^'iiH  i  r.  and  William 
Baymood  Lee,  aAerwania  ibe  superintendent,  with 


i>t]ier  engineers  and  eontractors,  resided  iu  Dedhain. 
Application  was  mad**  to  the  direetor.s  of  th.^  Bostou 
and  Pruvideacc  Railroad  Cotupaoy  for  building  a 
branoh  fW>m  Low  Phtin,  now  Readville,  to  Ded- 
ham. This  application  was  granted  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  citizen.s  of  Dedham  would  give  the 
land.  A  -iiL-'Cription  wa««  immediately  collected  in 
Dedham  amuunting  lo  about  two  thousand  dollars, 
besides  some  eontribuUons  of  lands,  and  deeds  were 
made  to  the  Providence  Railroad  corporation.  An 
act  autlitjrizing  the  construction  of  the  railroad  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature.  This  was  done  iu  \H'.U, 
and  the  road  was  completed  in  December  of  tliut 
year,  and  waa  opened  Dee.  28, 1834,  when  the  prew- 
dent  and  direotois  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
HnilrMiid  f'fimpany  were  invited  to  a  cfdlation  :it  the 
i'hocuix  Hotel,  theu  kept  by  dames  Bride.  Tlie  can>, 
built  in  the  manner  of  English  railway-carriages,  with 
two  compartmeots  eaeh  like  astsge-coaeh,  were  drawn 
by  horses  to  Boston  until  the  completion  of  thr  main 
line,  when  a  connection  was  made  ut  R<  ndvilli  with 
traiuji  from  Providence  drawn  by  locomotives.  It 
was  some  years  before  trains  were  drawn  from  Ded- 
ham  to  Boston  by  steani-power.  The  first  aeason- 
ticket  pa.s8engcra  to  Bo<!nji  fVoiti  Dedhnm.  were  Alvao 
Fisher  and  Francis  Guild.  Tlie  ultiiuatc  effects  of 
the  building  of  the  railroad  upon  the  local  buaioess 
prosperity  of  Dedham  were  quite  different  from  what 
was  then  anticipated.  The  tiiunufactorics  for  building 
stage-coaches,  for  which  <  xt'  ii.-^ive  buildings  had  been 
erected  uear  the  Phoinix  Hotel,  in  the  course  uf  time 
were  suspended,  and  no  other  bn«ne8S  ever  took  their 
phices.  Indeed,  for  a  time  the  old  stagOKXMicbes  ran 
from  Dedham  w  Boston,  a.s  passengers  preferred  to  be 
called  for  at  their  houses.  To  nin  t  the  convenience 
of  this  class  uf  passengers,  the  railroad  corporation 
provided  a  carriage  for  several  years  to  take  up  paa- 
sengers  in  Dedham.  As  late  as  1841,  a  long  omniblUr 
drawn  by  four  horses,  vin^  driven  from  Dedham  to 
Bo-ston  by  Reuben  Farrington.  Jr. 

There  was  at  this  period  considerable  buiiiness 
activity  in  Dedham.  A  aSlk-manuftctofy  had  been 
establislu^d  by  Jonathan  H.  Cobb,  for  many  yean  the 
register  of  probate  for  the  county.  In  1637  there 
were  uiauutkctured  7135  pairs  uf  boots  aod  18,722 
pairs  of  shoes,  valued  at*  932,483.  There  were  abo 
silk  goods  manufsctured  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  straw  Ixinnets  iT  tin  v  iluc  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  chairs  atifi  fiirniuirr  i>t  ilie  value  of  twenty- 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  tifty  dollars,  and 
marble  paper  and  enameled  cards  of  the  value  of 
eighteen  thoiL^and  dollars. 

In  the  Second,  or  South  Parish  there  was  alao  an 
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•ctiTity  in  manufacturing'  ciiti  rpHioS.  Tho  tanneries 
established  by  George  Winslow,  Lyman  Smith.  an<1 
Joseph  Day  had  begun  the  Buccos!^ful  business  whitli 
has  ever  since  been  continued  by  tht-ir  coterpri:«iug 
■om.  Witbfd  B'rawtt  nude  fnroiiare,  a  buiiiiflM 
•fterward.s  much  unlar^'ed,  and  coDtiDaed  far  many 
years  by  his  sonsi.  Subeequently.  riirtif  0.  Morse 
sod  AddiMta  Buydcn  prosecuted  the  »ame  bu8iDct>«. 
The  eotetpriM  «f  tbase  oeo  «od  oifa«n  laid  ttie 
fboodation  of  the  growth  «iid  proaperity  of  this 
beautiful  viilags,  whidi  IB  th«  present  village  of 
Norwood. 

Iq  the  Third,  or  Wcsi  Parish  llie  activity  in  mauu- 
fttitarinji:  enterprnea  was  le«»  appurentw  There  waa 
an  iron  foundry,  and  mhiic  years  after  a  sufjar-mill  at 
the  dam  of  Rook  Meadow  Brook.  But  this  parish 
baviug  the  be>t  farmin*;  lands  in  tho  town  hiia 
always  remained  an  agricultural  couimuuity.  It  hu^ 
pradnoed  laige  ((aaDtitiea  of  ntlk,  which  ia  aeot  to 
BoatOD  by  milk  wagons.  ProbaUj  thia  pariah  haa 
experienced  fewer  chan-e*  than  aaj  other  portioa  of 
Che  town  during  the  last  century. 

The  population  (riT  the  tawo  in  1835  was  three 
thooaaod  five  hundred  and  thirty-two.   In  1840,  it 
wajs  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninetj,  the  de- 
cresf-o  VM'hi-z  dur^  tc  the  dopre.sHion  of  business  in  the 
milii4  toilowiiig  tiie  linanciai  criaiii  of  1837.  Alth<>u;:h 
the  baildinf^  of  the  nilroad  had  an  nntoward  effect 
upon  the  local  hoeineea  of  Dedbam  vUlag«,  it  induced 
many  excellent  and  valunhlf  citijsena,  wh(.>se  places  of 
business  were  iu   Boston,  lo  make  their  residence 
here.    Dedhaiu  watt  then  rc<;arded  with  &vor  by 
thoie  aeekiag  a  eoantrj  reridenoe. 

Sinoe  the  bc^'inning  of  the  oentury,  there  had  been 
durinp  most  "f  flie  tiro«»  a  w^eklv  npw«pn[«'^r  in  Ded- 
bain.  The  Columbiijn  Mintrta  was  published  by 
Herman  Mann  from  1797  to  18(»4.  The  Norfolk 
B^^ontory  was  pvbliBhed  by  the  eame  proprietor 
ftom  1805  to  1814,  thoufrh  with  some  irre^^ul  iriiy. 
In  1813.  the  1>'-Uki,u  Gazette  wa«  established  by 
Jabez  Ctiickeriiig,  with  Tberou  Metcait  -a^  editor,  and 
was  cootinned  until  1819.  In  1820  the  VUlnyt 
Rf^Ulrr  waa  started  by  Asa  Gowen,  and  continued 
by  Jonathan  H.  Cobb  and  Biirnum  Field.  In  IS'J'J, 
it  p;is8ed  into  the  hands  of  II.  and  W.  II.  Munn,  who 
oonlinued  it  until  1^29,  when  it  waa  disicuutiuued. 
In  1829«  the  Norfiitk  Omntg  Rrpublican  waa  pah- 
lidied  for  one  year.    In  the  Dulhum  J'ttn'ot 

was  established,  and  passed  throut;h  various  ehaii<;e8 
in  oame  and  location.  It  was  finally  edited  by  Ed- 
ward L.  Keyca,  a  prominent  politidan  and  gifted 
■an,  who  pnrohaaed  it  in  1844,  and  publidied  it  in 
Bnbmy,  and  afterward*  in  Dedhau,  under  the  name 


of  the  Deilham  Gazette.  It  was  afterwards  owned 
and  edited  by  Henry  O.  Hililreth,  who  subserjucntly 
removed  it  to  Hyde  Park,  in  1831  the  liuh pendent 
Pulitician  and  Working  Men's  Advucatc  was  bc^n. 
In  1833  it  beoaaie  the  Jfw/oUt  Advertuet  and  J^c/e^ 
pauient  AUtiaan,  and  afterwards  titc  Norfolk  Ad- 
v<rtw-r  It  wa-^  afii'i  ward-  j  ub'i-In  d  uiidrr  the  name 
of  the  Aw/ot/c  UeuiucnU  by  Elbidgc  (j.  KobiiLson 
until  his  deoeaae  ia  1854,  when  it  was  meirgod  in  the 
Dtdluxm  Otuette, 

On  the  21st  day  of  September,  1836,  the  town 
obsi-rvfvl  th««  pecnnd  ccTit.'nnial  anniversary  of  ita 
incorporation.  The  belis  were  runj^  at  sunrise  and 
a  aalnte  of  one  hundred  gnna  fired.  At  half-paat  ten 
o'clock  a  procession  was  formed,  moving,  under  the 
escort  of  thi>  iJliain  Li^^ht  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Capt  William  Pedrick,  with  the  Boston  Bras«  Bnnd, 
through  the  principal  streets  to  the  mceiingdiou^ie  of 
the  Firit  Pariah.  At  the  Norfolk  Hotel,  the  prooeo- 
aion  waa  joined  by  Hia  Baoellency,  Edward  Kvereit, 
the  Governor  of  the  eommonwrahh,  and  his  suite, 
and  by  Uie  reverend  clergy  and  other  invited  guc^ta. 
On  the  green  in  front  of  the  nMeting-houae^  waa  an 
ornamental  areh  erected  for  the  oceaaion,  covered 
with  ever^rrecns  and  flowers.  Upon  one  side  of  it 
wnn  inscribed,  "  Tneorporatod  l("ift."  and  on  the 
other,  ''183G."  Between  this  arch  and  the  nieeting- 
booae,  eight  eogineHx>npaniea  had  placed  tbehreaginea 
and  apparatus  in  two  liue."*,  Icavinij  a  spatn;  betw«^a 
them  for  the  passini;  <jf  the  [)rwiv--i n.  On  tlie  inner 
sides  of  these  Hoes  about  five  hundred  children  of 
the  public  lichoola  were  arranged  by  their  insiruotore. 
Under  the  areh  and  between  theae  linea  of  children, 
the  procession  passed  into  the  inectin<;-hoii  -  .  The 
wrvi<'os  of  the  day  were  full  of  interest.  A  hymn, 
wrUtcn  for  the  uwautioo  by  Kev.  John  Pierpoiit, 
sung  to  the  tune  of  Old  Hundred,"  and  a  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Alvao  Lamioo,  wnie  folbwed  by  an  ad- 
dr-  from  Samuel  F.  Haven,  of  Worcester.  Tho  se- 
lection of  the  orator  was  in  every  way  a  fortuniite 
one.  A  native  of  Dedbam,  having  for  his  maternal 
grandfather  Mr.  Dexter,  and  hb  paternal  grand- 
father Mr.  Haven,  both  ministers  of  the  Dcdham 
Church,  he  Was  also  a  KaiiRd  aiifiqnnrT.  His  ad- 
dri^«.  wSiich  was  priii'-d  with  an  appendix  oou- 
tuiniij>;  valuable  notes,  [h  riiaps  the  most  coneiae  and 
interesting  acoouot  of  the  eariy  hiatory  of  the  town 
which  has  ever  been  written.  At  tlic  dinner  about 
six  hundred  persons  were  seated,  and  James  Uieh- 
ardaoo  presided.  Guveruor  Everett,  a  direct  de> 
aoendant  of  Bichard  Evcrard,  one  of  the  int  Mttlen 
of  Dedham,  made  a  very  felieitoua  and  elegant  apeeeh. 
Other  apeeehee  wen  made  by  Judge  John  Davu» 
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Josiah  Qiiimy.  Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn,  William  Jack- 
son, Fraakliu  Dexter,  Alexander  H.  Everett,  and 
Robert  C.  Wiuthrop.  The  ladies  furobhed  a  oolla- 
tion  in  the  <wutt-h<iim,  uning  the  oavit-rooiii  u  b 
dnwing'tooiD,  and  tbe  library  for  the  taUea.  Thera 
wa»  also  vocal  music,  and  an  addreaa  from  the  Oov- 
ernor  in  the  court-room.  At  the  time  of  this  n  le'- 
bratioD  there  were  nine  men  who  had  served  in  tiie 
(MntiaeDtal  armj,  or  bad  done  military  duty  in  dia- 
taot  caiDpaigna  in  tbe  ReToIution,  still  livin*;.  Bc- 
siflps  thrsf.  therp  were  thirteen  otlu  rs  wlm  liad  done 
military  duty  during  the  Revolutionary  war  in  the 
State.  Tbe  whole  services  of  the  day  were  wortliy 
of  tbe  event  tbey  eommenorated. 

The  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  patherinp  of 
flio  First  riiurch  oceiirred  Nov.  !8,  18*!S,  allnwiriL' 
lor  tbe  difference  between  the  old  and  new  style. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  LaaMon  prapared  and  daliTOred  tbree 
bi«torieal  disoomaea  on  tbe  ooeaaioo,  on  Tbank^girinit- 
d:iy,  and  the  saooeeding  Smulny.  These  discourses 
contained  a  v«>ry  accurate  and  complete  history  of 
the  church  down  to  the  time  of  Dr.  LatU!<on'8  set- 
tleuentt  and  were  printed  with  many  pages  of  Tal- 
uabic  notes.  They  contained  full  notices  of  the 
lives  of  Allin,  Adams,  Belchi-r.  Di^xU  r.  ami  Haven, 
and  of  their  respective  term.s  of  service.  Dr.  Lunison 
was  au  excellent  historical  scholar  and  critic,  and 
tbe  diaeonraeB  are  admirable  for  tbeir  true  biatorioal 
method  and  perepioaity  of  style. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Burgess  also  delivered  in  "  the  new 
meeting-bouse  of  the  First  Church"  a  centennial 
diaeonrse  Nor.  8,  1839.  Akbongh  not  axdnaiTely 
bfoterieai,  it  contained  a  Ml  aeeonnt  of  the  pastors 
of  the  Dedham  Chardk.  It  was  printed  in  a 
volume  of  serroons  of  !«ll  the  difftrfnt  pastors  from 
l()38<-to  18(10,  which  was  prepared  with  great  care 
and  fidelity  by  Dr.  Bni^^eas  in  1840.  A  printed 
diaoonrse  by  Mr.  Allin.  the  fir»t  pn.<<tor,  was  found, 
nftrr  n  l  atii  iit  t^earch,  and  inserted  in  the  volume. 
The  title  of  this  culimion  of  ."wrmons  was  the  "  Ded- 
batu  Pulpit,"  and  the  pre^rvation  of  these  sermons, 
wbieb  bad  become  extremely  aoaroe,  waa  an  apjwo- 
uemorial  of  the  aecond  centennial  of  the 

■■liUlrii. 

Un  the  17tb  of  Jaauary,  1836,  the  Rev.  John 
White  delivered  an  interesting  and  valuable  hia- 
torieal  diaeonrse  upon  tbe  first  centennial  annivenMry 

of  the  church  in  the  Third  1'ari.sb.  This,  with  the 
centennial  •li'^couree  upon  the  history  of  the  South 
Church  iu  the  Second  Parish  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Durfea,  delivered  June  26, 1836,  completed  the  ob- 
aervanoe  of  the  centennial  anniverBaries  of  all  tbe 
Congregational  Cburebea  of  the  town.   It  is  not  a 


little  remarkable  that  the  First  Church  oloaed  tlin 

«i'cond  century  of  its  f»xi«f(»nce  only  about  two  years 
aticr  the  Second  and  Third  Churches  closed  their 
first  eentttfy.  Poaterity  cannot  be  too  grateful  to 
these  faithful  paatoie  for  their  efibrta  to  preaarvo 
the^c  memorials  of  the  past. 

Some  destructive  fire^  occurred  between  1^30  and 
1S50  which  are  worthy  of  record.  On  the  30th  day 
of  October,  1832,  the  Dedham  Hotel  and  atable, 
owned  by  Tirimihy  (lay,  were  consumed  by  fire,  and 
one  man  and  sixty  horses  perished  in  the  flumes,  in- 
volving a  loss  of  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars.  On 
the  7th  day  of  January,  1B34,  the  atable  attached 
to  the  Phcsniz  Hotel,  which  waa  rebuilt  on  tbe  aame 
site,  was  burned  and  fifty.three  hor^t  s  [a  rihhed,  wiA 
a  loss  itf'ii  ii  ilifiii>ainl  dollar?.  Both  these  fires  werp 
the  work  of  an  incendiary,  and  one  John  Wade  was 
convicted  of  the  former  offenae,  and  aentenecd  to  dentil, 
bat  bia  sentence  was  commuted  to  impriaonmeot  tn  tbe 
State  prisnti  for  life.  The  motive  was  the  destruction 
of  the  property  of  tlif  Oitixons'  Ciiiiah  Company.  .Jan- 
27,  1837,  the  railroad  station,  with  curs  and  loco- 
motive, were  burned,  with  an  estimated  loaa  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  March  1845,  the  silk-factory 
was  bnrnrd.  with  a  loss  of  fnrtj  thnusand  dollars. 
March  28,  1845,  the  factory  near  Cart  Bridg*-,  uspd 
for  calico  printing,  was  burned,  with  a  loss  of  tifteen 
thonmnd  dollaia.  On  the  rite  of  the  latter  bniMinf 
a  earpet-fiietory  wa.*  burned  in  1827.  .Tuly  17, 1846, 
a  paper-mill,  known  af^  TaH's  Mill,  b''l(itii.'ing  to  the 
Norfolk  Manufacturing  Company,  was  destroyed, 
being  tbe  third  mill  Immed  on  the  aame  spot.  In 
January,  1849,  another  railroad  atation  waa  burned, 
and  Jan.  17,  1850,  the  Phoenix  stable  was  aL^uin 
destroyed.  Thc^^e  visitations  of  the  flame  spots  by 
fire  are  somewhat  remarkable 

In  1840,  the  condition  of  tbe  publie  schools  aUU 
continued  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  schooUbouaes 
were  small  and  inronvenient.  Even  in  Dedham  vil- 
lage there  had  been  up  to  a  recent  period  a  one-story 
schuol-housc  with  two  school-rooms.  About  the 
year  1848,  there  bcfwn  to  be  a  new  intereec  in  the 
improvement  of  tliL  schools.  The  school  committee 
recommended  the  abolitinn  of  the  selh-jol  districts,  and 
the  establish  men  t  of  a  high  school  iu  Dedham  village. 
Thb  latter  propoiition  mot  with  a  decided  oppoaition 
from  tbe  people  of  the  other  parishes,  but  at  length 
it  was  carried  by  great  effort,  and  the  high  school 
was  establi.shed.  It  was  opened  Sept.  15,  1851,  and 
Charles  J.  CajHiu  was  the  firet  master.  It  waa  kept 
in  tbe  Maaonic  Building,  on  Church  Street,  »id  had 
forty-two  acholais  at  Ita  opening.  Mr.  Capen  n)> 
signed  in  1852,  and  waa  soeoaeded  by  Carlos  Shifter, 
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wlio  b«  remuoed  the  muter  evw  siDoe.  The  aehooU 

lionse  was  dedicated  Dec.  10,  1856,  and  OHfe  abont 
five  tViousaiid        liiuulrod  ii(ill;ir?. 

Id  the  South  Parish  a  now  schooi-bouse  was  built 
In  Ififtl,  ud  io  1856  U  wm  much  enlarged  aod  im- 
proTed,  Baking  the  expense  of  the  whole  itnietnn 
sboat  ten  thonaand  dollars. 

To  Dedham  villap^,  May  '2'A,  1959,  a  new  and 
Bpaciotui  school-bouse  erected  b;  the  Ceutre  School 
Diatriet  ma  dedicated.  It  wai  named  the  Amea 
Sehool,  in  honor  of  Fieher  Ames. 

Xew  scliool-hou9e»  had  also  been  built  within  a 
few  yaxrf  at  Wt"st  Dedham  ;in<l  at  East  Dedham. 
The  latter  M:iiuul-huu»e  was  enlarged  iiud  improved  in 
1860,  by  adding  four  noma  at  a  eo>t  of  ahont  aix 
thOQannd  dollars.  In  1860,  there  were  remainin<r  but 
or  thrrp  .ifthi'  small  .si'hool-lnnisfs  of  tli.'  r>)niier 


time.  The  town  also  had  bc^n  to  make  more  liberal 
appropriationa  for  the  snpport  of  the  eehoota.  Id 
1840  the  appropriation  waa  three  tbownnd  dollaia; 

in  1850,  five  thousund  dollars;  and  in  ,1856,  nine 
thousand  Hewn  hundred  and  ten  dollars.    The  reports 
of  the  school  committee  during  this  period  indicate 
progreM  in  the  eondition  ef  the  aohoola  tbemeelTes, 
mud  the  establishment  of  the  high  echool  did  much 
to  raife  the  efficiency  of  the  grammar  »choolH.  In 
1867  the  Bchool  committee  <r;iTf'  namfs  to  the  schon!** 
of  the  towQ.    By  the  abolition  ui°  (be  sclioul  di^ricts 
their  former  deeigiiatiooB  had  heoome  obsolete.  The 
names  of  men  who  had  by  tluir  liriicfai'tioiis  or  »er- 
vices  done  .something  wtirihy  to  }ns  reco^niz'  <1,  >iicli  nn 
Dexter,  Avery,  Ame^  Kverett,  Colburu,  aod  Fisher, 
were  thns  perpetuated. 

In  1859  a  eommittee  reported  in  favor  of  bnilding 
a  new  town-booM,  bat  no  notion  waa  taken  on  the 
subject. 

Id  184^,  the  railroad  from  Dedham  to  Blackstonc, 
Aen  known  aa  the  Norfolk  County  Railroad,  waa 
opened.  Abont  the  same  time,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  connectinji  with  this  road,  the  Bn-tun  and  Provi- 
dence Railroad  corporation  built  its  new  branch 
tbruugh  Wesit  Roxbury  to  Dedham.  There  had  been 
ameh  diaetiinon  leepeetit^  the  building  of  the  rail- 
mad  to  Blackatone  for  ae^eral  years,  and  another  rival 
n>«i»p  li;id  Ixen  purvoyf-d,  runtiitiL'  tliniutjh  the  wewt- 
erlj  pari  ui'  the  county,  known  as  the  "  Air-Liue." 
The  majority  of  the  people  of  Dedham  fliTored  the 
Norfolk  Ooantj  nrnte,  and  so  instructed  their  rep- 
ri*«ntative,  and  the  "  Air-Line"  was  constructed 
thriOL'h  Dover  and  Needham.  Not  tiiany  yean*  nfift- 
warda  the  Norfolk  County  Railroad  pa.'wed  into  the 
bads  of  other  oorporatioaa,  and  a  new  road  eon* 
itnieted  tbroogh  Doraheater  oonnected  with  it  about 


a  mile  and  a  half  aouth  of  the  ▼ilhge.   The  efleet  of 

thtM'  Lli:inu<'s  ill  the  ownership  of  the  Norfotk  County 
Railroad  has  been  to  leave  Dt  dhinu  without  any  direct 
railway  ooonectioD  with  the  westerly  and  southerly 
portions  of  the  county,  and  to  the  obvbus  detriment 
of  the  shirs-town. 

In  addition  to  the  fonnation  of  tlip  Universalist 
Society  in  the  South  Parish  in  LSl'T  i  >>t'  wiiich  an 
account  has  already  boeu  givea),  there  were  other 
religions  sodetiea  formed  during  the  first  half  of  the 
prsaent  oeotory  io  other  parts  of  the  town.  Meotton 
ha."!  a!r«'a*Iy  lu  t'n  iiia<le  of  the  orsanizatioii  of  the 
"  First  Baptist  C'liurc-h"  in  Wi-st  Dedham  in  1824, 
of  which  the  Kev.  Satuuel  Adlttui  was  the  iirat  pastor. 
The  snooession  ef  pastors  after  him  were  Bev.  Jona- 
than Aldrich,  Jan.  3,  1828,  to  Feb.  27, 1830;  Rev. 
Thomas  Driver,  May.  1830.  t.,  the  autumn  of  1838; 
Rev.  T.  G.  Freeman,  from  the  spring  of  1839,  to 
April,  1841 ;  the  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Damoo,  from  Oet 
\Z,  1841,  to  October,  1843;  the  Ber.  J.  W.  Vuk- 
hnrat,  from  October,  1843,  to  Nov.  24,  1850;  the 
Rev.  Jeremiah  Chapliti,  from  Nov.  24.  IS.'iO,  to 
Sept.  6, 1858  ;  the  Rev.  Beojamia  W.  Gardner,  from 
Nov.  11,  1858,  to  Nov.  1,  1867;  the  Ber.  L  J. 
Buigees,  from  Nov.  1, 1867,  to  Sept.  9, 1871 ;  the 
Rev.  Samuel  J.  Frost,  from  Sept.  15,  1872,  to  April 
26,  1871  ;  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Chandler,  from  Sept,  6, 
1874,  to  Jan.  20,  1878;  the  Rev,  T.  M.  Merriman, 
from  April  6, 1879,  to  May  6, 1883;  the  Bev.  B. 
S.  Uiford,  fiom  June  28, 1883,  Io  the  present  time 
(1884). 

A  Baptist  Church  was  formed  in  East  Dedham, 
Sept.  13,  1843,  consisting  of  twenty-one  mnBlien,ol 
whom  sixteen  were  members  pf  the  BapUst  Church 

at  West  Dedham.  A  small  ehap<'l  was  soon  erected, 
which  was  removed  to  Hi::h  Street,  nppwitc  Harrison 
Grove,  in  1846.  In  Ihif^,  the  Rev.  William  C.  Pat- 
terson became  the  first  pastor  of  the  church,  and  the 
chapel  soon  proved  too  small  for  the  congregation. 
Tbe  new  church,  built  on  the  corner  of  Milton  aii<l 
Myrtle  Streets,  which  is  the  present  house  of  wor- 
ship, was  built  at  a  cost  of  less  than  Gve  thousand 
dolbmi,  and  was  dedicated  Nwr.  18,  1852.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Patterson  continued  to  bo  the  pai^tor  of  the 
church  until  1863,  when,  at  the  rf»qnest  of  the  church, 
the  rclutiou  of  pastor  and  people  was  dissolved.  Id 
1866,  the  Bev.  Charles  Skinner  waa  oalled  to  thia 
church,  but  he  remained  lees  than  a  year.  In  1869 
the  Rev.  A.  Kdson  was  recognized  as  pastor,  and  re- 
mained one  Vf^ar.  Tn  1*^71 ,  the  Kev.  K.  U.  Campbell 
was  pastor  for  only  a  short  time. 

In  November,  1875^  the  Bev.  Charles  H.  Cole  was 
inatalled  as  pastor,  and  he  remained  until  1878.  In 
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Febraaiy,  1879,  the  Bev.  D.  C.  Bizhy  ealied. 

The  snrii  t\-  was  then  in  debt,  aod  the  house  of  wor- 
ship out  of  repair.  Hy  <»  uTcat  effort  on  the  part  of 
pastor  and  people,  mine  repairs  were  made  and  u  debt 
of  nearly  two  thoonod  doliara  canceled.  Mr.  Bizhy 
dosed  his  pastorate  in  Nov  >  uiln  r.  18H0.  He  was 
8Uorcc(]rd  b_v  Ri  v.  J  II.  Well.-,  May  1,  1SS1.  who  is 
the  present  incumbent.  During  the  jear  att<^r  his 
beooning  the  paator  the  bouse  of  worship  was  re- 
paired at  a  coal  of  two  thooaand  fire  hundred  dollars. 
In. 1882,  Mr.  Jonathan  Mann,  of  Milton,  prcsonled 
the  society  with  a  fine  bell  weijihinjr  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  poands.  In  1883,  the  paf^tor 
procured  pledgee  for  the  sum  of  two  thouaaod  two 
hundred  dolUfS  for  the  erection  of  a  parsonage,  and 
Mr.  Mann  purchased  and  presented  a  lot  of  luud 
for  the  purpose,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  iss:; 
the  pan>ooage  was  completed.  The  present  number 
of  church  membera  is  eighty,  and  the  ehnreh  and 
society  i\n:  in  a.  better  Cooditlon  tliaii  ever  before. 

On  the  3d  day  of  November,  18')8,  a  Bupti.st  =n- 
oiety  waa  formed  at  South  Dedham  by  niembersi  of 
the  First  Baptist  Churob  in  West  Dedhan  who 
tired  in  South  Dedham.  The  house  of  worship  was 
dedicated  April  25,  1802.  The  first  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  Joseph  B.  Breed,  and  his  suceessiorH  were  the 
Rev.  J.  J.  Tucker,  from  Sept.  1,  1862,  to  his  death, 
Jnae  13,  1864;  Rev.  C  (hborn,  from  April  5, 
1864,  to  Aug.  25,  1865 ;  the  Rev.  Gtor^^c  C.  Fair- 
banks, from  Sept.  ti.  iJ^OO,  to  March  9,  186i>;  Rev. 
Edwin  Bromley,  from  June  0,  18G9,  to  April  G, 
1876;  Rev.  J.  H.  Gilbert,  from  Aug,  3,  1876,  to 

 ;  Roy.  W.  A.  Worthtngton,  IVoni  May  4,  1879, 

to  Sept.  12,  1S80,  and  tsoon  after  he  was  sneeoeded 
by  the  Rev.  15.  W.  Barrnw-.  tlio  presenf  paftor. 

The  church  editicc  of  the  Methodi^it  Episcopal 
Ghuroh  al  Essl  Dedbsm  was  dediested  OeL  13, 
1843.  As  early  as  1817,  the  Bof.  Enoch  Mudge, 
with  his  colleajjue.  Rev.  Timothy  Merrilt.  both  Meth- 
odiiit  ])r<'acliers,  liad  held  meeting  in  Dedham.  lu 
1825  a  "das»"  waa  formed  of  twenty  members  and 
attached  to  the  church  in  Dorchester.  Methodist 
mectinj^  from  time  to  time  afterwards  were  held 
ill  Diiiliam,  Lower  Plains,  and  Mill  Villaj'-.  Tn 
1842,  Mr.  J.  E.  Fond,  of  Wiilpole,  a  local  preacher, 
vaa  engaged  to  supply  every  Sabbath,  aud  this  year 
the  Rev.  C.  K.  True  baptised  nine  persons.  Scr- 
viees  wi  re  then  held  in  Trescott's  Hall.  In  1858 
the  church  edifice  was  enlarfrcd,  and  again,  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Z.  A.  Mudge,  iu  1880,  it  was 
moved,  raised,  and  turn  restries  put  in,  aod  a 
thoroug^hly  oomfoitabb  aud  oonmodions  house  was 
Moturod,  at  an  expense  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred 


dollars.   Beopening  services  were  held  in  the  ohureh 

on  the  evcnin;;  of  Oct.  22.  1880. 

The  pastors  of  this  church  have  hi^en  Rev.  Henry 
F.  Uall,  1844;  Uev.  J.  L.  llanaford.  1845  j  Rev. 
William  R  Stone  and  Leonard  P.  Frost,  1846 ;  Rev. 
T>iiiiiai<l  P.  Frost  (su{.jt!ieii),  1847;  Rev.  Daniel 
Richards,  ls  iS-49  ;  Rev.  John  G.  Cary,  1850  ;  Rev. 
Kinsman  Atkinson,  1851-52;  Rev.  Howard  C. 
Durham,  1853-54;  Rev.  John  M.  Merrill,  1855. 
66;  Rev.  Augustus  Bailey,  1857;  Rev.  William 
Pentecost.  1858-59  ;  Rev.  Mofely  Dwight,  18l}(»-61 ; 
Rev.  Tchabod  Marey,  18G2-63;  Rev.  WilltHm  P. 
Blackmar,  I8t;4-G»i ,  Uev.  J.  W.  P.  Joidun,  1867; 
Rev.  A.  B.  Smart  (local  preacher),  1868-69;  Rev. 
F,  T,  Georpe,  1870;  Rev,  Jameas  A.  De  Forest, 
1871-72;  Rev.  Z.  A.  Mudge,  1873-75;  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Cottle  (IochI  preacher),  1876;  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Vinton,  1877  ;  Rev.  John  ThompMjo  (local  preacher), 
1878;  Rev.  Z.  A.  Mudge,  1879-81;  R««v.  B.  W. 
Virgin,  1882-84. 

On  the  20tli  (.f  Oc  tober,  ISHO,  it  being  just  forty- 
two  years  from  the  day  of  bis  ordiuaiiou  as  pastor  of 
the  diureh  of  th«  Fint  Parish,  the  Rev.  Alvas 
Lsmson,  D.D.,  resigned  his  office.  Two  years  pre- 
vious he  had  preaclied  a  sermon  reviewing  the  forty 
years  of  his  ministry,  and  which  may  Vie  rr.:nr']e'l  as 
hi.s  tarcwell  di:icourse.  Uis  text  on  tkiat  occasion  was 
from  Deut.  viiL  4, "  Theso  forty  years,"  and  it  ia  not 
often  that  a  minister  is  permitted  to  take  the  retro- 
.><pect  of  SO  hiiig  a  ministry  himself.  Dr.  Lamson's 
election  and  ordination  as  pastor  was  the  occjusion  of 
a  bitter  and  prolonged  controversy,  wliich  resulted  in 
a  division  of  the  church  and  parish,  and  a  resort  to 
litigation.  But  ha|)pily,  after  the  strife  which  im- 
niediMfely  followed  his  ordination  hatl  ended,  ihe 
internal  relations  of  his  society  became  peaceful  and 
harmonious,  and  so  remained  during  the  test  of  the 
forty-two  yesra ;  snd  this  was  due  in  a  great  meaaura 
to  the  character  and  influence  of  Dr.  Lamson.  While 
from  the  heijinninL'  he  wms  a  Unit.iriati  i(f  the  sihnol 
of  Channing,  and  his  works  and  contributions  Ui  the 
reviews  wen  tusuily  iu  exposition  and  support  of 
Unitarian  doctrines  and  some  were  published  a« 
denominational  tracts,  yet  iu  his  pulpit  aud  in  his 
intercourse  with  his  people  he  avoided  controversy 
upon  doctrinal  topics.  He  labored  for  peace,  and  be 
truly  says,  in  his  farewell  discourse, "  a  polemic  pulpit 
was  always  my  aversion."'  Dr.  Lamson,  in  his  work 
entitled  "  The  Church  of  the  First  Three  Centuries," 


^  Al  so  evidence  of  bis  desire  U>  oonciliate,  in  1.S4S  the  Rer. 
Dr.  Batei^  hit  pradccMwr,  aait  m  Ctklvteiit,  praMlrad  in  hk 
palpit  b7  bb  iBTltatioB. 
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embodied  his  wrltini^'^  upon  the  views  held  upon  the 
Trinirv    by   early    C'hriptian   writerH.     Rpstdps,  he 
preachfd  many  occasional  sermons  and  wrote  some 
tracts,  dl  of  whlofa  vera  publbbed  ia  pamphlet 
form.    He  wm  ■  fldrahr  of  eztenaifs  loeuoh,  «aipe' 
ciallj  !Q  ecclesiastical  history,  and  his  writings  are 
models  of  pure  English,  wit hmit  affectation  nr  redun- 
dancy.   As  a  preacher,  he  was  plain  and  etraight- 
finwsrd,  vad  retied  npoo  bis  tkem«  to  intenat  hb 
heavws.    As  a  man,  he  was  retiring  in  hia  nHWiiers.  but 
to  those  wh"  enjoyed  his  acquairitaiu-i-  he  was  L'^Tiiai  auil 
fH>rdial.  Id  the  community  where  ho  lived  and  labored 
bo  was  koowo  as  aa  active  aod  iotelligent  promoter  of 
all  its  interaett,  aod  he  exerted  a  stroog  influeoee  la 
raising  the  eonditioD  of  the  public  eebool*  at  a  time 
when  his  efforts  were  needed.    He  wa.<4  a  careful  and  i 
patieut  aludeut  of  the  local  history  of  Dedbam,  eape-  | 
eiaUy  aa  ooDoeeted  with  that  of  tbe  Dedham  Cbarch.  | 
Hia  aermona  published  in  1838  and  ia  1858  oootain  I 
the  results  of  much  research,  and  form  a  c<nii{)h'tc  I 
and  cxhmistive  hif»tory  of  the  church  and  pariiih. 
Ho  was  the  first  president  of  the  Dedlmm  iiiitturical 
Soeietj,  and  attended  ita  meetings  ao  long  ai  bie 
hcattb  permitte  !    lie  died  Joly  18, 1864.  of  paral- 
ysis, at  fho'  si'j:c  of  ?i('Vf>nty-nne  vear'. 

Id  18G1  the  liev.  Ebenezer  Burgee,*.  D  P  .  retired 
from  tbe  aetive  labors  of  his  pastoral  uiLce,  afler  a 
mtDiatrj  of  forty  Jmh-   The  fiwt  that  both  Dr. 
Lantsoo  and  Dr.  BorL^  ^   lionld  remain  as  pastors 
duritit:  I  he  same  nninbor  of  years,  and  for  so  long  a 
period,  is  somewhat  remarkable.    Dr.  Burgess  was 
bom  in  Wavehan,  April  1,  1790,  and  was  gndaated 
al  Brown  University  in  1809.   He  was  a  tator  fbr  a 
time  in  (hat  colle.«:o,  anJ  afitrwards  a  profe».sor  in  the 
University  of  VLTtnuiu.    lu   I^^IT  hn  visited  the 
Colony  of  Liberia  under  (lie  auspices  ul'  the  Auierieau 
Oolonlmtioii  Society.   Be  punned  bis  tbeologiosi 
studies  at  Andoverand  Princeton.    He  also  studied 
ivltl!  Dr.  Ortffin,  n»  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  with  Dr. 
Emmonij,  at  Franklin.    He  adhered  to  the  ancient 
fiutb  of  the  early  ebnrohes  of  the  colony,  aod  the 
modifications  of  creeds  which  oocorrod  daring  his 
time,  even  in  his  owo  denomination,  did  not  affect  his 
own  belief.    He  was  a  Ptiritan  in  doctrine  and  in 
practice.    He  viewed  with  distrust  the  iuoovauons 
apon  dd  customs  and  practices  in  f«l^;ioos  wonhip, 
sneh  as  the  bCvodaction  of  the  organ  in  sacred 
Diu.-ii-.    He  was  a  minister  of  tbe  old  .school,  impos- 
ing in  hif  presence  nnd  prpci«e  but  (•otirtpon?^  in  his 
laanoeni.    lie  was  iuflcxible  in  adhering  to  his  c«m- 
fidioos  of  dnty,  and  to  tbe  prerogstirea  of  a  pas- 
tor.     fic  was  faitliful  and  devoted  to  bis  pastoral 
istieB)  and  during  all  bis  ministry  was  libend  in  his 


cbarttiss,  and  gave  largely  from  the  ample  means  at 
his  command,  not  only  to  his  own  church  nnd  wiciety, 
but  to  Christian  missions,  in  which  he  took  a  great 
mterost.  His  sermons  were  concise  ia  expression, 
and  his  manner  as  a  preacher  was  dignified  and  im- 
prrssive.  Dr.  Burgess  wrote  little  for  the  press.  In 
IS  U),  h*'  edited  rj  volunip  of  sermons  of  the  pastors  of 
ilie  First  Churcli,  entitled  "Dedham  Pulpit;"  be 
wrote  for  Spn^e*s  "Annals**  a  " Bemioiaccnee  of 
Samuel  J.  Mills"  in  1  R  ID,  arid  the  "  Burgess  (Jeneal- 
ojy,"  publi.«hed  in  IHtij.  He  died  Dto.  5.  1^70,  at 
his  estate,  "  Broad  Oak,"  where  he  had  built  a  man- 
sion many  years  before,  and  oontinnad  to  reside  after 
bis  withdrawal  flxnn  the  miniatry,  in  1861.  He  wss 
the  president  of  tbe  Dedham  Institution  fur  Savings 
from  the  date  of  its  or>»nnizn»i<>n  until  his  death. 

In  the  church  and  society  of  the  Third  Parish  io 
West  Dedham  the  Ber.  Oalvin  S.  Looke«waa  ordained 
as  the  sneoessor  of  the  Rev.  John  White  (who  died 
Feb.  1,  1852),  on  tlic  r.th  day  of  Dcc.Miiher,  1854. 
Mr.  Locke  rcrnainod  the  pastor  until  June,  18ti4. 
Alter  a  vacaucy  of  two  years,  the  Uev.  Henry  Westoott 
was  iritb  the  society  one  year,  and  Bev.  Blisba  Gifford 
received  a  call  Aug.  12,  18(57,  and  resigned  March 
11.  1S72.  The  Rev.  Edward  Crowninshield  began 
his  ministry  Jan.  1.  1873,  and  closed  his  pastoral 
oouneotion  May  .31,  1879.  The  Bev.  George  W. 
Oooke  has  been  the  pastor  ainoe  December,  1880. 
In  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1S55,  repairs  costin** 
upwards  of  twelve  hundred  dnU.ir^  were  made  in  the 
church  edifice.  The  floor  was  raised,  a  lower  and 
more  elegant  pulpit  was  avbstituted  for  the  old  one, 
the  walls  and  ceiling  fn-^ciH-ii.  jnul  the  pews  exchanged 
for  concentric  sentf^,  TIid  Lailics'  Ut-iii  volcnt  Society 
carpeted,  cu.sliioned,  and  furnished  the  church.  The 
new  hor8e-«hcds  were  built  ia  1869.  The  Bev.  Mr. 
Loeke,  on  the  7th  of  December,  1879,  preached  ao 
occasiottal  semwo,  whieb  was  printed,  and  from  which 
tlifse  facts  are  taken.  The  church  wns  struck  by 
lightning  and  seriously  damaged  in  April,  1883. 

In  the  cbnreh  connected  with  the  First  Parish, 
npon  the  rerignation  of  the  Bev.  Dr.  Lamson  io  1860, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  few  months  the  Rev.  Rrnjamin 
H.  Bailey  was  ordained  as  pastor  March  11,  IHtil, 
and  he  remained  until  Oct.  13,  18C7,  when  ht;  re- 
signed. He  was  sncoeeded  by  Bev.  George  H.  Pol- 
som,  installed  March  'M,  lSfi9,  and  r.-siLMu  1  July  1, 
1875.  The  Rev.  Seth  Curtis  B<  ac  li  wa"  in.siall.  d  as 
successor  Dee.  29,  1875,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. In  1856  tlie  parish  erected  a  vestry,  which 
was  much  enlarged  and  improved  in  1879,  at  a 
coiKt  of  about  three  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 
The  old  meeting'hooae  of  1763,  which  was  remod- 
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elcd  and  improved  in  1B19,  was  again  remodeled  in 
1857  in  the  interior,  by  removiny  the  pews  and  sub- 
stituting the  cuDcentrio  scats  for  the  pews,  and  the 
cueetioD  of  a  nMr  and  lower  pulpit,  placed  in  «  rocoM 
at  one  end  of  tb*  ebanh.  At  the  »ame  timo  a  Urge 
nnri  excellent  or/nn  was  ^MWd  in  the  gallerj,  built 
by  tlie  Mosars.  liook. 

The  "  New  Meeting-Houte,"  as  it  was  called  io  the  . 
act  of  iacorponition«  and  wbtoli  tide  was  retained  until 
1864,  WM  much  improved  and  refitted  with  a  polpit 
of  roscwo<»d  ill  184f)     Iti  lsT)7  a  lar<ri»  and  superior- 
toned  organ  was  placed  in  a  recess  beliind  the  pulpit,  i 
In  1866,  tb«  wbde  interior  was  remodeled  and  made 
more  conyenienb.    In  1864,  the  society  was  reorgaa-  | 
iied  under  the  name  of  the  '•  Allin  Evanficlical  Soci- 
etv,"  and  the  chnn-h  in  1S7*>  !i(lo{jti;il  the  name  of  the 

Fin>t  Coogregaliotiul  Church  iu  Dedhaui." 

The  B«v.  Jonatban  Bdwards  was  installed  as  pas- 
tor of  the  diaroh  Jan.  1, 1863.    He  was  dismissed  | 
at  hh  own  request,  on  account  of  continued  ill  health, 
April  13,  1874.    The  Rev.  Charles  M.  Southpate 
was  installed  as  his  succonor  Dec.  16,  1875,  and  he  i 
still  eonttnnes  to  be  pastor  of  tbe  ebnreh.   The  eon-  | 
fes^iiiii  of  faith  now  in  use  was  uJopted  in  March, 
187").    Tlie  lULiuborHliipof  this  church  Jan.  1,  1884, 
was  three  hundred  and  eleven.    la  1876  the  chapel 
oonneeted  witb  tbe  ebnreb  edifice  waa  much  enlarged 
and  fanproved,  at  a  cost  of  four  thonsand  ftve  bnndred 
dollars. 

On  the  Tlh  day  of  Deceml)or,  185t),  St.  VAnVn 
(Episcopal)  Church,  erected  iu  1846,  watt  wholly 
consumed  by  fire,  witb  its  oigsn  and  all  its  contents.  | 
The  loss  was  a  severe  one  to  the  parish,  and  to 
the  vilhiL'c.  .siiRc  it  wn?  a  tasteful  and  attractive 
church.    Both  the  Unitarian  and  Orthodox  Con-  . 
gregalioDal  Churches  imniediately  tendered  the  use  of  I 
tbeir  bonsea  of  worship  to  tbe  parish  of  St.  Psol's  ! 
Cbnroh,  which  ofTers  were  declined  with  thanks,  and 
the  use  of  til court-room  in  the  eon rt-h oust-  w.i-^  ob- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  holding  their  services.    Im-  ^ 
madiaie  measnres  were  taken  to  rebuild  tbe  chuidi  of  | 
stone,  and  of  sonewbat  krger  proportions.   The  i 
wealthier  parishioners  made  large  .subscriptions.  The 
stone  was  given  hy  the  heirs  of  John  BuHard.  from 
tlieir  quarry  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  village. 
The  arohiteot  was  Arthur  Oilman,  of  Boston,  and  I.  , 
ik  H.  M.  Harmon  were  the  contractors.    The  ehurch 
was  finished  und  the  tower  carried  up  two  stories. 
The  organ  was  given  by  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Clark,  and 
tbe  staiued-glaw  wiodows,  made  by  Doremus,  of 
New  York,  were  the  gill  of  Mr.  Ira  Clevebiad.  Tbe 
stone  font  was  the  gill  of  Mrs.  E.  F.  Babcock,  tbe 
wife  of  tbe  rector.  Tbe  cost  of  the  choich  tbns  ooii-  • 


structed  waa  eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-six  dollar:'  and  fif\y.one  cents. 

In  1859  the  tower  and  spire  were  finished,  at  an 
additional  cost  of  twelve  thonsand  one  hundred  and 
foriy  three  dollars  and  ughtj-one  cents.  In  1875 
the  brick  eliapel  was  erected,  at  a  ea^t,  includitiix  the 
furniture,  of  abuui  t«even  thousand  dollars,  and  paid 
for  from  a  legacy  given  to  the  parish  fur  the  purpose 
bj  George  B.  Batten,  M.D.,  in  his  last  will.  The 
interior  decorations,  made  by  Mr.  Arthur  Noble  io 
1882  and  188:5,  were  al^^o  L'iven  by  Mr.  Cleveland,  at 
an  expense  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
Tbe  organ  wsa  also  remodeled  and  eidsrged  in  1882, 
at  the  vxpeoat  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Clark,  the  original  donor. 
In  1881,  Mr.  Cleveland  placed  the  chime  of  ten  bells 
in  the  tower  of  the  church,  made  by  Mcneoly  h  Co., 
of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  costing  five  ihousaod  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollais. 

The  services  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  b^j^an 
about  tlie  year  1846,  and  were  at  first  held  in  j  rivafe 
houses.  Aflerwards  services  were  held  in  Temperance 
Hall  until  1857.  St.  Mary's  Church,  on  Wsshiogtoo 
Street,  was  built  and  completed  in  1857.  The  Rev. 
F.  O'Beirne,  of  Roxbury,  was  the  priest  who  had 
charire  of  the  parish  from  \SiCi  to  18H(>.  The  old 
meeling-hoose  of  the  Uuiveraali^i  Society  in  South 
Dedhsm  was  sold  in  April,  18t33,  to  tbe  Rer.  P. 
O'Beirne.  It  bss  sines  been  enlarged  and  improved, 
and  is  known  as  St.  Catherine's  Church.  The  Rev. 
J.  P.  Rrennan  had  charge  of  the  parish  from  isGti  to 
1877.  The  Rev.  J.  D.  Tieroey  was  curate  during  a 
portion  of  this  time,  and  tbe  Bev.  J>.  J.  O'Donavan 
was  onrate  during  the  remainder.  The  Rev.  D.  J.- 
O'Donavan  vrvm  the  priest  in  charge  from  Januai^, 
1877,  to  August,  1878. 

Id  Juno,  1866,  Martin  Bates,  tbe  owner  of  tbe 
hotel  last  known  as  tbe  Norf<dk  House,  and  whieh 
hud  hivn  kept  as  a  hotel  for  many  years,  conveyed 
that  estate  to  Ann  Alexis  Shorb  and  others,  Sisters 
of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  dc  Paul,  in  trust  for 
tbe  use  of  St.  Mary's  School  and  Asylum.  Tb« 
Suten  of  Cbaritj  bad  a  school  io  this  building  from 
1807  to  1879,  since  which  tine  it  bss  been  na- 

pendcH. 

The  land  and  house  for  parsonage,  and  the  adjoiu- 
iog  land  for  a  church  site,  were  purebased  hy  tbe 
Rev.  J.  P.  Breunan  in  Jane,  1867.  Tbo  Rev. 
Ruljcrt  J.  J<iliti:*Mii  took  rhnri^e  of  the  parish  in 
August,  1878,  with  the  Rev,  J.  J.  McNulty  as 
curate.  In  1878  a  oh  arch  was  built  at  Eut  Ded- 
bam,  and  is  known  as  St.  Bapbad's  Cbuieb.  Tbe 
Rev.  Mr.  Johnson  now  has  charge  over  the  two 
churebes  in  Dedhsm  and  St.  Cstherinc'Si  in  Norwood. 
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The  ounaer-fltooe  of  the  new  church  now  beio^ 
erected  on  Hitrh  Street  wm  laid  Oct  17,  18Rn.  It 
in  one  bandred  and  tifty  feet  in  length,  and  Hixty-six 
ID  widtb.  It  is  bebg  boih  of  Dedhun  granite, 
and  wheo  ootnpletad  will  be  the  lai^ettt  and  mot«t  im- 
posing chun-h  "f  tlie  tcwii.  Ti  is  estimated  ilint  the 
Dumber  of"  Ilotnaii  Cat  holies  in  Dedham  is  about  two 
tboueaod.  The  number  of  schulars  in  the  Suodaj- 
aduiol  of  St.  Harj't  Cbnrob  is  about  four  hondred. 

In  18fi2,  a  part  of  Dedbtm  waa  »ct  off  to  West 
Roxbury  Previnus  to  thia  time  the  territory  of 
Dedbam  had  extended  aouedistaooe  north  of  Charlea 
Biver,  but  bj  the  le^;isl»tiv«  aot  of  1853  the  eentn 
of  the  ehanad  of  Charles  River  beeane  the  bonndary- 
line  between  West  Roxbury  and  Dodhain,  from  Cow 
I.-Suiid  Pond  to  a  point  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rods  eaatcMrly  of  Blue  Ruck  Bridge.  The  same  line 
is  now  the  bonndary-line  between  Dedhun  and 
Bosteo. 

In  the  same  year,  a  amall  portion  of  the  territory 
of  Dediiauj  wae  annexed  to  Walpoie.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  village  of  Ea«t  Walpoie  stands  upon 
the  portion  of  Dedhan  (hen  aonesed  to  Walpoie. 

In  1853  the  Dedham  Ga«-Light  Company  wa»  in- 
corporated, with  a  capital  of  fifty  thonwitid  dollars. 
This  compauy  baa  its  works  at  £ast  Dedham.  In 
1871  (he  name  was  dianged  to  the  Dedham  and 
Hjde  Park  Qaa  Company,  for  the  unrpoie  of  extend* 
ing  its  pipes  to  Hyde  Park.  This  company  oonUnneR 
to  supply  jras  for  linhtin«r  the  streets  .and  houwfi  in 
Dedham  village  and  Kast  Dedbam,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  neighboring  (own  of  B  jde  Park. 

In  1862  the  Dtdham  Historical  Sooietj  was  in- 
corporated "fur  the  purpose  of  eoIIeetiDir  and  pre- 
fserrin^  sucb  books,  newspapers,  record:-,  pamplilets, 
and  traditions  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  aud  perpetuate 
the  history  of  New  Bn«bod,  and  espeeially  the  his- 
tory of  the  town  of  Dedham."  This  society  has  a 
valuablt;  cullcetioti,  es[>eeially  of  books  and  pamphlets 
relating  to  the  history  of  Dedbam.  It  ahio  has  one 
of  die  hand  esfninilJB  imported  by  Goremor  Win* 
throp,  a  seimon  by  the  fiev.  John  Aliin  printed  in 
1672,  together  with  many  other  objeots  of  interest. 
The  soctPty  has  needed  for  many  years  a  suitable 
room  or  building  where  its  collection  could  bo  ar- 
ranged and  made  aeoessihle.  For  a  nanber  of  years 
it  has  been  stored  in  a  small  room  in  the  eourt-hoiise, 
but  this  is  quite  in>ufficieiit  fur  the  purpose.  With 
a  suitable  building,  and  a  fund  fufficieut  for  the  axTc 
and  preservation  of  ita  coUcctioo,  this  society  would 
he  sbla  to  attnet  to  itsdf  and  its  purposes^  moeh 
graater  interest  (ban  it  has  svooeeded  in  doing  here- 
lofere. 


The  officers  of  the  society  for  1883-84  are  Henry 
0.  Hildreth,  president;  Alfred  Heuries,  vice-presi- 
dent ;  Rev.  Carlos  Slafler,  corresponding  secretary ; 
WaMo  Oolhum,  Brastus  Worthington,  Henry  W. 
Richards,  curators;  A.  Ward  Lamson,  George  F. 
Fi.slu  r.  auditors  ;  Hon  Gleasou  Hill,  historiograplier ; 
George  F.  Fisher,  chronioler. 


CHAPTER  XL 

DB&BAH— (CImuAinmI). 
Til*  Olvil  Wmr,  1M1-SS — Omiipaolai  of  Dodham  M«b— Their 

Service*  in  the  W;ir — romiiic  Juro  1 1 .  .1 .  l!rii  lU  —  K  \  pon^M 

of  Ibm  War  for  BouoUea  Mid  Aid  to  Soldier*'  Families — Mo- 
K«rlal  Halt— Nanoa  of  tboaa  who  F«il  taatriltad  oa  Um 
TaUsta. 

At  the  beginning  of  (he  dril  war  in  1861,  there 
was  no  militia  company  in  Dedham.  None  had  ex- 
istetl  fiticf  1842.  Tlure  vrcn.-  a  few  men  residin^r  in 
Dedhuiu  who  belonged  to  the  regiments  of  volunteer 
miiitia,  and  they  at  onee  joined  their  eompanies  and 
went  to  Washington  for  three  months'  service.  Bat 
tlio  inhuhit.-inl.s  of  Dedham,  while  they  differed  as  to 
the  political  causes  of  the  war,  were  united  in  their 
efforts  to  sustain  the  President  in  bb  call  for  aerenty- 
Sto  thonmnd  volantsein.  The  young  men  immedi- 
ately took  steps  to  form  a  compauy,  in  anticipation 
that  their  services  would  soon  be  required.  The 
ladies  with  great  promptness  forwarded  to  the  Gov* 
ernor,  on  the  23d  of  April,  sixty  flannel  shirts  for 
the  soldiers  about  to  ih  purt.  Tho  town,  «t  a  meeting 
Ir'jnlly  calLxl  on  the  litli  of  .^lay,  by  formal  resolution 
pledu'fil  itself  "  to  stand  by  the  volunteers  and  prot«»ct 
their  families  during  the  war,"  and  appropriated  teu 
thousand  dollan  for  tbia  general  purpoae.  The  flrrt 
company  was  formed  early  in  May,  and  while  waitiii<; 
to  be  a.saignefl  to  goni«  rcsimf'nt  th«>  men  otnployid 
tbeinaelves  in  perfecting  their  drill.  The  town  sup* 
plied  thorn  with  uniforms,  and  allowed  them  oon* 
pensation  dnring  a  eertun  period.  In  Angnit,  this 
company  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  Company  F,  Kiiihteenth  Regiment,  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Infantry.  The  regiment  was  com- 
manded by  Ool.  Jamee  Barnes,  a  graduate  of  West 
Point,  an  ofBeer  possessing  high  qualification.s,  as  was 
subsequently  proved.  All  the  commissioned  officers 
and  fifty-six  men  of  this  company  belonged  in  Dedham. 
Its  officers  were  Heury  Ouion,  captaiu,  with  Charles 
W.  Carroll  as  first  lieutenant,  and  Fisher  A.  Baker  as 
second  lieutenant,  the  two  latter  having  recently 
gradnated  irom  Dartmouth  College.   Nbe  Dedham 
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men  also  enlisted  in  Company  II  of  the  8ame  rcfri- 
ment.    On  the  2(Uh  of  August,  they  left  for  the  seat 
of  war.    They  putted  from  their  friends  expecting  a  i 
short  campAign  and  a  speedy  return,  §o  little  was  the 
natare  of  the  eanflict  understood  at  its  boginninie:.  | 
Thr  rfirimfnt  was  assijrncd  to  Mnrtindale's  hris^ade, 
and,  after  being  enj^a-jed  in  drill  and  working  on  the 
ibrtiScattouH  of  Wasbiugluu,  on  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber it  took  ap  its  position  al  Hall's  Hill,  Va.  Here  the  I 
oompany  spein  tlie  winter  in  camp.    The  lanlies  sent 
them  a  supply  of  garment;',  nm!  the  citi«4*iis  <_'ftif'r;i!!y 
Beut  them  a  feaat  for  New- Year's  d«;.   Some  of  their 
toinwm«D  viirited  then  in  wnp,  and  a  finr  obtaioed  | 
furloughs  to  yiat  their  homes.   Three  deaths  oc- 
curred during  the  winter,  Sergt.  Damrell  and  privati-s 
Guild  and  Steveos,  whose  remaios  were  brought^  howo 
for  burial. 

On  the  SSth  of  October,  1661,  Cspt.  Oaioo  resigned  I 
bis  commis-sion,  and  Lieut.  Carroll  was  coomiiasioDed 

as  cnptaiii.  Second  Lieut.  Bakor  as  first  li«.>utenant,  and 
Edward  M.  Onion  as  second  lieutenant.    The  cum- 
pauy  with  its  regiment  served  during  the  Peninsular  | 
campaigD,  but  during  all  the  batUes  before  Riehmond,  ' 
the  Eighteenth  was  detached  ftvm  its  brigade  and  did 
not  participate  in  thp  pnjjnfronipnts.    Privnto  Jordan, 
of  Company  H,  who  bad  left  his  company,  was  killed 
while  in  the  nnka  of  the  Ninth  Regiment.  In  the  ' 
battle  at  Qaines'  MtUs  Adjt  Thomas  Sberwin,  of  the 
Twcnt\'  SI  c>ond  3Iassaehu8etts  Infantry,  was  wounded, 
and  w;i.>4  ])iiimnfprl  major  fnr  srallaut  conduct,  bis  com- 
mission dating  Juno  2Hih,  the  day  succeeding  the 
battle. 

In  the  .-fric.i  of  battle.-^  prior  tO  the  flooond  battle  • 
of  Huil  Kuii,  tin  liiiihteentb  bore  a  prominent  part, 
being  attached  to  Porter's  corps.  In  the  battle  of 
Bull  Kuu  it  suffered  severely.  Of  the  Dedham  com- 
pany, seven  were  either  killed  or  died  afterwards  of  • 
wounds  then  received,  and  five  others  were  wounded 
morf?  or  h's»  severely,  .\mong  them  was  Carroll,  the 
bravo  young  captain,  who  fell  mortally  wounded,  and 
Wis  left  on  the  ftdd  within  the  enemy's  lines,  where 
he  dud  three  days  afler.  He  was  deeently  buried  on 
the  field,  but  his'  remains  were  dubse<juently  brought 
home.  Corp.  Edward  Holmrs,  privates  Robert  R. 
Covey,  George  0.  Kingsbury,  and  Uenry  D.  Smith 
were  killed  on  the  field.  Prirates  Edmund  L.  | 
Thomas  and  George  N.  Worthen  lingered,  mortally 
wounded.  hn(   n   few  iti    llie    h<»>[iit:ilM,  anil 

died  soon  after,  the  former  near  Washington  and  the 
latter  at  Philadelphia.    It  is  stated  that  of  Ibrty  mcu 
of  the  company  who  were  engaged,  fourteen  only  came 
oat  uoharaied.    Of  Company  P,  Corp.  William  ; 
Simpson  and  privates  Elias  W.  Adams,  Edward  ti.  ' 


Cox,  Snmner  A.  Ellis,  Patrick  Mears,  and  Isaac  N. 
Parker  wer»  wotmded,  and  aoon  after  discharged  by 
reason  of  their  wounds. 

The  first  rumors  of  this  disastrous  battle  reached 
Dedham  on  Sunday,  Aug.  31, 1862.  On  the  day 
previous,  n  tt-lr-crraphic  di.'^patch  had  been  published 
that  the  enemy  were  retreating  to  the  mountains. 
Special  messengers  had  been  sent  to  many  of  ibe 
towns  near  Boston,  and  the  senriees  in  the  ehurdies 
of  the  Tillage  were  interrupted  with  the  announce- 
iin^iit  that  a  <rroat  battle  limi  heeii  fmL'lit.  anfl  ;i  call 
made  for  lint,  bandage,  and  stimulants.  The  re- 
ligious serriees  were  «t  owe  aospeoded,  and  men, 
women,  and  ehiMren  went  to  work  with  a  will.  Six- 
teen large  packages  of  necessary  articles,  inelutfing  • 
large  amount  of  elofhinir,  bandages,  lint,  jellies,  cor- 
dials, were  sent  on  that  Sunday  afternoon,  and  more 
was  afterwards  dispatched. 

After  the  close  of  the  Peninsular  campaign  tbe 
Prrsi'lent  liiui  ealleil  for  three  hundred  thousand  men 
for  throe  years,  and  the  quota  as8ignc<l  tu  .^Iass•^ehu 
setts  was  fifteen  thousand.  Of  this  number  (ite  4UUU4 
of  Dedham  was  sixty-nine.  In  the  autumn  and  winter 
previous,  a  number  of  Dedham  men  Imd  also  enlisted 
in  the  Twentieth,  Twenty-second,  and  Tweni y-fourth 
Massachusetts  Infantry,  and  were  Uten  at  the  seat  of 
war.  The  realities  of  war  had  been  fully  brought  home 
to  tbe  people,  and  the  quota  of  Dedham  was  to  be  raised 
in  Tiew  of  them.  The  recruiting  was  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  the  selecfmen  thenceforward  during 
the  war.  On  the  2l8t  ot  July  the  town  voted  to  pay 
a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  each  volunteer) 
with  aid  to  families,  and  appropriated  six  thousand 
nine  hundred  dollars  for  tho  bounties!.  A  lurpe  ;ind 
impressive  meeting  was  held  July  lUth,  before  the 
legal  tuwn-mccting.  A  roll  was  opened  and  a  call 
made  for  volunteers.  The  first  man  to  sign  tbe  roll 
was  the  father  of  the  boy  who  bad  been  killed  at 

Gaiiie.s'  .Mills.  Aiiutlier  was  a  youns  nmn  who  had 
been  recently  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and  was 
just  l}eginning  bis  profeanonal  studiet.  A  third 
annouoeed  hb  purpoee  in  earnest  words,  to  which 
subsequently  a  severe  wound  received  in  battle,  nearly 
a  yesr  s  ermfinement  in  four  rebel  prisonF.  and  ad- 
hering U)  his  regiment  to  the  last  day  of  its  service, 
bore  smple  testimony. 

With  such  a  spirit  animating  them,  others  were  en- 
Milled,  and  soon  the  number  was  complete.  Uniting 
with  men  from  Needham  and  Weston,  they  consti- 
tuted Company  I,  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
Ool.  Edward  A.  Wild.  The  oaptain  was  Sidnoy 
Willard,  of  Weston,  but  its  first  lieutenant  was  John 
Lathrop,  and  tbe  second  Ueatenant  was  William  Hillt 
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both  of  Dedham.  Withoat  any  opportanities  for 
drill  or  orgauizat'ion,  tlie  rejritijt'nt  left  Bostrin  Aug. 
22,  1862,  for  the  »eat  of  war.  On  their  arrival  in 
WaabingMn  th^  ««»  fniiMdiately  assigned  to  thfl 
ddbaam  of  tba  cityt  tbroving  np  «irthworks  ancl 
doiog  picket-duty.  They  were  near  their  towDsmen 
who  were  in  the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  who  had  pre- 
ceded them  one  year  io  the  service,  and  they  heard 
tb«  gaw  aioiiiHl  Centienlk  on  the  diy  of  the  die* 
&4rou8  hettle  of  BvU  Bun. 

Both  companies  were  now  in  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, the  first  having  the  discipline  of  veterans  but 
with  thinned  ranks,  while  the  second,  as  yet  imperfecta 
ia  the  duties  of  the  aotdier,  wm  tntih  end  rigoraoe. 
The  Eighteenth  still  remained  with  Piorter'l  cosps,  and 
the  Tliirtv  fifth  vtas  in  the  Ninth  Corps,  under  Burn- 
side.  The  army  was  then  io  motion  towards  Mary- 
kmd,  to  meet  Lee  in  hw  ifet  ittfeiioD  of  iriwt  my 
be  temed  tbe  Beattel  groaod  of  the  BcbeHioo.  The 
Deoeentics  of  those  days  were  inexorable,  and  called 
for  long  and  rapid  marches.  Burnside's  corps  started 
first,  and  on  the  I4tb  September — only  three  weeks 
after  tbey  bad  left  their  homee— our  idod  of  tbe 
Thirty-fiilh  met  the  enemy  at  Soath  Honiltdli. 
The  Thirty-6fth  on  that  day  dislodged  rebel  sharp- 
shooters from  an  extensive  tract  of  forest,  nnd  received 
a  sharp  attack  from  the  enemy.  Here  private  George 
F.  Wbitiiig  was  mortallj  womded,  and  died  on  the 
7tb  of  October.  Seigt.  Henry  W .  '1  i.-dale  and  private 
OHnton  Bagley  were  wounded,  the  former  severely. 
With  no  knowledge  of  batulion  movemeots,  and 
having  bad  Imt  a  Inief  period  Ibr  drill,  tlue  new 
le^nieDt  eneonntered  the  diaoipliDed  hrigMlee  of  tbe 
«nemy,  and  stood  the  test  firmly. 

But  Pouth  Mountain  was  a  prelude  only  to  the 
memorable  battle  of  Antietam,  three  days  after. 
Ttirter'e  corps,  whieb  left  Washington  on  the  12th, 
aow  joined  tbe  main  army,  and  on  the  ITthsnppoirted 
batteries  in  tbe  battle.  Tlio  Thirty-firth  was  en  j.iKcd 
in  the  movement.^  of  Burnr-idc  s  corps,  which  had  a 
highly  important  part  iu  the  battle.  They  charjjed 
tbe  enemy,  drove  him  over  tbe  bridgo,  and  held  the 
crest  of  the  second  bill  beyond,  until  ordered  to  reUre. 
They  behaved  with  ^^ueh  i^tcadiness  and  gallantry  as 
to  receive  the  highest  enoomiuoM  of  their  oommaoder. 
Thus  within  a  month  firom  tlieir  departsre  fiom 
borne  tbie  ngiment  had  been  twioe  on  bsrdofbagbt 
fields,  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  battles.  But  they 
bad  told  fearfully  uf^on  t!ic  regiment.  Of  tlio.se  pres- 
ent, two-thirds  of  the  otboers  and  nearly  one-third  of 
the  men  had  been  disabled.  At  Antietam,  Corp. 
Sdwaid  B.  Hatton  (a  tme  man  and  a  brave  sd* 
4ks),  and  priTttes  Cbarlei  H.  Solkeelti  and  Joseph 
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P.  White,  of  Sotttb  Dedban,  were  killed.  Corp. 
Edmund  Davis  was  very  severely  wounded,  and 
six  others  were  wounded  more  or  less  severely,  of 
whom  privale  Nalban  C.  Trsadwell  died  abovt  a 
monib  after.  Beridee  these,  then  wsra  two  of  the 
company  killed  and  several  woaoded  who  belonged 
elsewhere.  Such  was  the  share  of  Company  I  in 
the  glury  and  sacrifices  of  Antietam. 

Company  F  of  tbe  E^bteenth  sutuned  no  lose  at 
Antietam,  but  at  Shepardstown,  on  the  20tb,  thcjy 
were  engaged  with  their  regiment,  which  lost  three 
killed  and  eleven  wounded.  The  Maryland  campaign 
ended  with  the  retirement  of  Lee  into  Virginia,  and 
wbitber  also  letamed  tbe  Army  of  the  Potomao,  bat 
with  unequal  steps. 

Soon  after  the  call  under  which  Dedham  had  fur- 
nished sixty-nine  men  for  tbe  Thirty-fifth  Regiment, 
tbera  eame  yet  another  oall  inm  tbe  PMndeat,'  with 
an  order  for  a  draft,  to  which  Dedhanl  was  required 
to  respond  with  one  hundred  and  twetity-two  men 
for  nine  uionths'  Hcrvioe.  In  antieipution  of  the 
draft,  the  town  oflered  a  bounty  of  two  huudred  dul- 
bn,  with  aid  to  famifies,  to  TolnnCeen.  Tbe  short 
term  of  sernee  was  &  great  todnoement  to  some  who 
were  unable  to  enli.st  f  jr  three  years,  and  soon  the 
requisite  number  was  made  up,  almost  exclusively 
from  Dedbam.  Theee  ehiefly  constituted  Company 
D,  Forty>tbwd  Regiment  Hassaebnsetta  Infimtiy. 
Its  captain  was  Tliomas  6.  Whytal,  of  West  Box* 
bury,  the  first  lieutenant,  Edward  A.  Sumner,  and 
tbe  second  lieutenant,  James  Scbouler,  both  of  Ded- 
bam.  On  tbe  24th  of  October,  18S2,  it  waa  ordered 
to  North  Oaraliaa,  where  it  remained  during  nsoriy 
the  whole  term  of  its  service.  The  regiment  was 
under  fire  at  Kinston  and  Whitehall  in  December. 
The  Dedbam  company,  with  two  others,  was  detached 
for  pidcet-dttty  for  a  time,  and  afterwards  marohed 
with  the  regiment  on  Treotoo;  was  ordsied  to  the 
plief  of  Little  Washington,  and  encnnntrre«l  tho 
enemy  ul  liluunt's  Creek.  It  was  then  occupied  in 
picket-duty  and  those  other  nameless  duties  which 
ooostitute  so  large  a  part  of  a  soldier**  life  in  eamp. 
On  the  27th  of  June  it  was  ordered  to  report  to  Oen. 
Dix,  and  proceeded  to  White  House,  on  the  Paroun- 
key,  io  Yirgiaia,  thence  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
thenee  to  Baltimore.  On  the  7th  of  July,  the  term 
of  seryioa  bavbg  expired,  it  was  left  to  the  option  of 
the  men  to  go  to  the  front  fthi.s  being  imtncdiatdy 
nf>er  the  buttle  of  (lettysburg),  or  to  return  home, 
and  two  liundred  of  the  regiment  remained,  among 
whom  were  thirteen  of  the  Dedbsm  eompany.  These 
retorned  home  July  21st,  and  all  were  moatsrad  ont 
July  30, 1863. 
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Such  briefly  i?^  t'n'  rt-cirJ  of  the  company  of  nipe  ; 
mouths'  men.    But  one  of  iia  number  had  died,  and  i 
his  wu  ao  aooidental  death  at  R«adviUe.    It  will  not 
do,  however,  to  iofer  tnm  this  tbel  iheir  terriee  vae 
light  or  aniiDportuit.  Tkejr  were  in  a  depertment 
where  no  considerable  active  operations  wore  earrit  J 
00  during  their  t«rui  of  service.    But  whenever  ^ 
eeHed  upon,  as  thej  often  were,  for  Bpeeiel  dotj,  ' 
their  reoord  ahowi  it  mm  wdl  performed ;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  they  would  have  acquitted  themaehres 
wiih  honor  in  any  exigency  of  the  service. 

Nothing  decisive  had  occurred  with  the  Army  of  ^ 
the  Potomae  after  the  battle  of  Aotietam  nntll  the 
13th  of  December,  1862,  when  occurred  that  saddest 
of  ull  the  battles  of  the  war.  the  assault  upon  Fred- 
ericksburg.   The  army  was  now  under  Burnside,  and  i 
bis  name  is  inseparably  associated  with  that  ilU  i 
■taired  morement.   In  thia  aaaaalt^  both  of  the  eom* ' 
paoiee  bore  a  T«iy  prominent  part.   The  Eighteenth  | 
wa<*  the  Icadintr  reinniont  of  its  cvrjiw   nm!  nii  the 
13tb,  having  remained  until  one  o  vitH:k  on  iliu  uppo- 
iite  aide  of  the  rtTor,  then  oroaaed  and  engaged  in  the  | 
battle,  whieh  Uurted  uotil  dark.    The  regimeot  ' 
ebaiged  the  enemy  and  nearly  penetrated  bin  forti- 
fied (loBitiou  and  stronghold  on  Mary's  Heights, 
when  it  was  compelled  to  return.    It  rallied  aj^in,  : 
hewerer,  and  waa  in  advanea  of  the  oorpe  throogbout  | 
the  bnttli'.    Tlie  record  adds:  ''It  18  believed  that  the 
deail  of  this  rfL'imciil  lay  nearer  the  e?iemy'.s  works 
than  thcNie  of  any  other  en<;agcd  upon  that  part  of  the 
field."   Two  Dcdham  men  ia  this  regiment  were 
killed,  privatea  Jonathan  H.  Kejea  and  Daniel 
Leahey,  and  aeveral  were  wounded.    The  regiment  , 
lost  in  thin  en^iremont  two  offiLer*  and  eleven  men  I 
killed,  and  oioe  officers  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
m«i  wttunded.  ' 

The  poaitloo  of  the  Thirty-fifth  waa  seareely  less  i 
expoecd,  being  in  the  advance  of  its  corps,  and  they 
n'eeivod  a  deadly  fire  at  ?hort  ranjre.    Tliry  luld 
their  ground  uotil,  their  amuiuuiliuu  being  exhuusted, 
their  brigade  waa  relieved.   It  waa  the  last  regiment  | 
but  one  to  leave  Fie<i<  ric-k  ->burg.    The  gallant  Maj. 
\Vi]I;ir(l,who  t-omiii,iii(it'(!  ilic  rcL'iiueiil  in  the  ass;iult, 
wa.i  mortally  wounded  white  loading  his  men  uwurd 
ia  hand.    He  was  the  first  captain  of  Company  I, 
althongh  not  a  remdeot  of  Dedham.   Lieat  William  | 
Hill,  of  Company  I,  but  who  on  that  day  was  in 
command  of  Coiupatiy  K,  and  fifivatc  (teorpie  V. 
Banker  were  killed  on  the  heights  and  buried  on  the  i 
fi^  Fonr  Dedham  aoldiera  of  thia  eompan;  were 
wounded  more  or  less  aeverely.   The  whole  lose  of 
the  regiment  was  about  sixty.    The  f*ur\  ivors  of  both 
oompaniea  may  recall  with  aatisfaction  and  aoldinlj  • 


pride  the  deeds  performed  on  that  bloody  and  ttnano* 
ocesful  day  at  Fredericksburg. 

The  army  now  ceased  active  operadooa  until  the 
apring  of  1863,  when  Qen.  Hooker  aasnmcd  eommaDd, 

and  it  entered  upon  the  Chancellorsville  campaign.  On 
the  2J  ami  2d  of  May  the  Eighteenth  was  en!»ag«<i, 
and  lost  one  officer  and  thirteen  men  killed,  but  none 
of  theae  were  from  Dedham.  I»  the  Seootid  If  ann- 
ohnaetta  lalkntry,  (wi^rte  HIehael  Henihan,  a  Ded- 
ham soldier,  was  killed,  his  being  the  only  name  in 
thnt  heroic  regimentof  a  Dedham  man  who  waa  killed 
during  the  war. 

The  Thirty-fifih  had  now  been  detached  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  sent  to  another  and  dis- 
tant department.  In  March,  1B63,  it  had  proceeded 
with  the  reorganized  Ninth  Corps  (Burnside's)  to  the 
Southwest,  where  ita  aervioea  were  much  needed. 
April  and  Hay  it  paaaed  in  Kentueky.  Thenoa 
it  was  transported  down  the  Mtsmaaippi  to  tim  vi- 
cinity of  Vicksburg,  where  the  men  threw  up  earth' 
works  and  defenses.  They  were  now  with  the  Army 
of  the  Tenneaaee,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Onnt. 
Under  Sherman,  after  the  aurrender  of  Viekaburg, 
they  marched  into  the  interior  of  Mi&sisaippi  in  pur< 
suit  of  the  force  of  (len.  .Johnston.  After  days  of 
toilisome  and  painful  marches,  with  froquent  skir* 
misbing  and  a  brief  aiege,  they  oaptared  Jaduoo, 
the  capital  of  the  State.  Here  the  Thirty>fifth  had 
the  honor  of  beinu'  tlu-  first  n  .'iment  to  plant  its 
colors  within  the  city,  puliiag  duwu  the  rebel  ensign 
from  the  State-House  and  of  throwing  to  the  br^ie 
the  atara  and  atripea.  In  thia  campugn,  private 
David  Phalen  died  in  camp  of  disease.  In  Anguat, 
the  regiment  alnmst  exactly  retraoi-d  ita  atapa,  and  00 
tlie  1st  of  OcUiber  was  in  Kentucky. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomao,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
again  moved  into  Haryhmd  andPennaylvaaia  to  rapel 
Lee's  seconrl  invasion.  In  the  great  victory  of  Get- 
tvslmrL'  tlie  Ki:,'lit4»enth  was  engage«],  and  lost  one 
uiau  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  but  the  name  of 
no  Dedham  aoldier  appean  among  thmn.  But  Ded- 
ham was  not  without  its  representative  in  thcsacrifieea 
of  that  vietoriutis  fioKl.  On  the  2i\  of  .Inly,  SerL't. 
Kdward  Hutchius,  of  the  First  Com|iaDy  Andrews' 
Sharpshooters,  reoeived  his  death-wound,  and  lin- 
gered but  two  bottta.  He  waa  a  faitUul  and  fearlcaa 
soldier,  and  one  weU  qualilkd  for  his  peculiar  service. 
The  Eighteenth  was  in  the  battle  at  Rajipahiiiiuook 
Station,  Nov.  7lh,  and  at  Mine  Creek  on  the  29th 
and  30th  «f  the  aame  month.  Theae  oooohided  iia 
campaigns  in  1863. 

The  Thirty  fifth,  in  October,  marched  acroes  the 
mountains  through  Cumberland  Qap  to  Knosvilla, 


Digrtized  by  Google 


DEDHAM. 


83 


Tenn.    It  was  engaged  at  Loudon  Bridge  tnd  Camp-  j 
bell's  Station,  and  afterwards  fell  back  to  Knoxville. 
then  besi^ed  bj  the  enemy  under  Ocn.  Longstreet.  | 
It  was  during  t1i»  «MDpaigD,  that  privaie  Cb«rl«0 
Utmj  EIHt,  dM  TC!glaMiit«l  el«rfc,  wm  teltco  priMw«r, 
va«  confined  in  Belle  Isle  prison,  and,  it  is  suppot>ed, 
died  in  Richmond  the  sncce<'dine  yenr.    Dtirins  this 
winter,  the  regiment  suffered  much  for  waut  uf  food 
and  dotbiDg.  Id  Matdi  its  Western  campaign  ended,  | 
liud  it  waR  transported  9gtt!0  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  wfawe  , 
[he  Niritli  f'nrp?  wag  again  reorcaniTifd. 

We  are  now  brought  to  the  last  and  greatest  act  | 
of  the  drama, — Grant's  overland  campaign, — which 
OB  the  one  bend  is  elisraeteriied  ss  "  •  esmpsign  no- 
surpassed  bj  sny  on  record  in  the  elements  which 
Bake  war  grand,  t^rriMe.  and  bloody,"  but  on  the 
Other,  it  should  also  be  said,  a  oampsign  invested 
villi  s  glory  that  wtU  never  ftde,  sinos  it  bnmgbt 
s  Tietory  and  peace.    At  home  tbe  sanoier  and 
antumu  of  1 864  wore  tbe  darkest  period  of  the  war. 
Men  had  learned  to  feel  the  dread  penl'<  nf  battle 
to  the  cause  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  tbe  lives  of  , 
oorsoldierB.  All  arailable  able-bodied  men  bad  been 
^ent  to  the  field.   Tbe  draft,  like  a  heavy  cloud, 
bn.Kideii  over  tbe  community.    A  Prcjiidenfial  catn- 
paign  had  intervened  to  divide  men  in  their  counse  ls, 
if  it  did  not  destroy  their  harmony  of  action.  Tiie 
Moalij  seemed  to  rest  vnder  a  sbadow  which  nothing  | 
Wnid  dispel.    It  was,  however,  the  darkoeas  whiob  | 
piwedes  the  dawn,  tbongh  tbe  day  was  as  yet  abr 
oft 

Again  th«  two  Dsdiiam  oompaoies  were  in  Vir-  ' 
guk;  the  Eighteenth  Reginient  being  in  Ape's  ; 

hnffAe,  Fifth  Corps  (Warren's),  numbering  about 
three  hundred  men.  The  Tbirtv-fiftb  romnincd  iu 
tbe  Ninth  Corps,  with  about  two  hundred  and  fitty 
BMn  ready  for  duty.  The  eorpe  was  still  undtt  ! 
6arn>tde,  wboso  oonMBiaBd  w*8  iudependeot  of  Geo.  i 
Mead'\  then  cointuanding  the  Army  of  the  PotOHUac. 
All  acied  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Grant. 

On  tbe  3d  of  May,  1864,  at  midnight,  the  march 
bogstt,  tbe  Pifth  Oorps  having  tbe  right  of  the  I 
SOlnniD.  Od  the  r>th  of  May,  while  reconnoitring  for 
the  enemy,  tlt.»  Eiirhtcenth  was  the  first  regiment  to  ' 
encounter  Ewell's  corps,  then  moving  in  pursuit. 
She  Bnt  inBuitry  nan  killed  in  the  campaign  be- 
longed to  the  Eighteenth,  and  it  reoeiTed  the  bront 
of  the  first  assault  of  the  enemy  in  tbe  battles  of  tbe 
Wilderness.    During   all  thow  mnrvclous  battles 
Ustiug  tbree  days,  where  neither  cavalry  nor  artillery  ^ 
ooold  be  nsed,  when  **  not  only  were  the  lines 
battle  entirely  bidden  from  the  sight  of  the  com- 
nsnder,  but  no  oficer  eontd  see  ten  files  ftom  him," 


the  Bigbteenth  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  in 
a.«i.sanlts  tipon  intrcnchmcnt?.  No  futal  easualtiej 
occurred  among  oar  Dodbsm  men,  bat  Col.  Hayes 
was  serenly  wonaded,  and  sevemi  wen  kiUad  and 
womded  to  the  fegiment. 

The  Thirty-fifth,  with  tbe  Ninth  Corps,  crossed 
the  Rapidan  two  days  lator,  and  passing  over  the 
battle-grounds  at  Fredericksburg  and  Cbancellorsville, 
arrived  in  the  Wilderness  during  the  seoond  dsy's 
battle.  In  the  movement  towards  Spottsylvania  the 
Fifth  Corps  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  iseizinp 
Spottsylvania  Court-Honso.  Botli  the  Fifth  and 
Ninth  Corps  were  iu  line  of  battle  un  the  north  of 
Spottaylvanis.  Here  ooenned  one  of  tbe  most  fi«ree 
and  deadly  straggles  of  tbe  war.  In  the  engagement 
of  the  18th  of  May  tbe  Thirty. fifth  participated.  The 
result  of  tbe  battles  leaving  tbe  Union  lines  ints(^ 
another  tvming  mommenfc  was  determined  npon.  On 
the  20th  of  May  the  hostile  armies  sgsin  confronted 
each  other  at  the  North  Anna  River.  Tbe  Eight- 
eenth, crossing  at  Jericho  Ford,  was  then  detached 
from  its  brigade  to  occupy  an  eminence  where  it  was 
exposed  to  a  heavy  firs  from  HOfs  oorps,  daring 
which  assault  Lieut.-Col.  White  was  wounded.  The 
Thirty  fifth  croBsed  on  the  21th,  when  it  begnn  a 
brilliant  skirmish,  followed  by  the  whole  brigade. 
The  enemy  were  driven  into  their  works,  but  a  sud- 
den storm  and  a  IVesli  fbroe  of  the  enemy  oompeiled 
the  regiment  to  retire. 

On  tlie  2:^J  of  May,  at  the  battle  on  the  North 
Anna  Kivcr,  tiergt.  John  Fion,  Jr.,  Twenty -seoond 
MsswehnaettB  Infantxy, — a  Dedbam  sokHer  who  had 
well  earned  promotion, — ^received  a  wonod  on  his 
arm  which  rendered  amputation  neoCBSSry,  and  he 
died  from  its  effects  on  the  5th  of  June. 

Another  flank  movement  ot  the  Union  army  turned 
it  towaids  tbe  Chiekahominy, "  a  wet  Ateh  on  the 
onter  fortifications  of  Richmond,"  and  a  place  of  sad 
nienmries  for  srildlers  of  the  eiimpaij^n  of  18(52. 
iiut  beture  the  paiisage  uf  the  Chiekahominy,  another 
learful  battle  awaited  them  at  Cold  Harbor.  War- 
ren's corps,  a  few  days  previous,  bad  enoonntered 
the  enemy  on  the  Shady  Chnroh  road,  yrhvu:  a 
hranch  of  the  Tolopotomy  crossed  it,  and  had  fre- 
quent skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  While  near 
Betbeada  Church,  and  boldbg  a  lina  nearly  foor 
milas  in  extent,  the  enemy  fell  upon  it  with  great 
vigor  and  inflicted  :\  cnniiiderable  lo.-s.  In  the  assault 
at  Cold  Harbor,  the  Fifth  Corpi?  did  not  actively  par- 
ticipate. Tbe  Ninth  Corps  was  partially  engaged, 
and  the  Thirty-fifth  was  employed  in  throwing  up 
earthworks.  But  in  that  bloody  battle  Dedbam  had 
a  rcfNSentative  in  the  list  of  the  killed.  The 
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T\v>^n»i'>(h  Massachusetts  Infantry        with  the  Sec- 
ODd  Corya  (UaDOock'ft}  holdiug  the  lel't  of  the  assault-  i 
iog  QolHinD.   On  tha  3d  oF  Janfl,  private  Albert  C. 
Bean,  of  GompBiiy  I»  vis  w<Minded,and  died  five  dayi 

after.    On  the  7th  of  June,  the  Eighteenth  reached 
the  ChickabntuiDy,  and,  after  some  days' .skirmishing, 
crossed  on  the  13th  of  June.     They  passed  the  | 
James  od  ihe  16th  of  June,  and  nardied  diraetlj  ' 
to  tbe  fbrtifieations  in  firoot  of  Feteiabatg.   Here  j 
they  were  engaged  in  throwing  up  eartliwork.s  in  the  • 
presence  of  the  enemy.    On  the  5tli  of  .July,  jirivate 
Cyrufl  D.  Tewksbury,  who  had  served  iroiu  the  he- 
gLooiog,  WW  killed, — ^tbe  last  man  of  tbe  Eighteeoth  I 
to  ikn  ia  battle.    It  is  *  eomcwhat  curiooa  fact,  and 
perhaps  worthy  of  nipntion,  that  the  first  of  the  Dcd- 
haiu  men  who  felt  in  battle  io  18G2  and  the  laat  just  . 
named,  were  eoaains,  both  belonging  to  tbe  saioe 
eonpaity  and  ngiment,  and  died  on  lielda  not  many 
miles  distant  from  each  other.  | 

The  Eighteenth  had  now  reached  nearly  the  end  I 
of  ite  term  of  service  of  three  yrars,  and  on  tbe  20th 
of  July  it  was  ordered  to  Waihington  in  antidpation 
of  discharge.  Twelve  of  oar  Dedham  men  bad  re* 
enli.stt'J,  and  these,  tofrether  with  thn.se  whose  term 
wa-s  not  eaded,  remained  with  the  Eiu'liteeiith  Bat-  ' 
taiiou  and  did  good  service.  When  the  officers  were 
mnsterod  oat,  this  battalion  was  nsrged  in  the 
Thirty-second  Regiment.  Amon^  these  men  was 
private  Henry  C.  Everett,  who  died  ia  Washington 
Jan.  19,  1865. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1864,  tbe  old  Eighteootb 
was  mastered  out  of  serviee,  and  its  honorable  nooid 
closed.    It  had  participated  in  some  fifteen  buttles. 
Of  the  tifty-eipht  who  enlisted  from  Dedham.  eleven 
bad  iallcn  on  the  field,  six  had  died  from  disease  and  i 
wonnds  reoeived  ia  battle,  eight  had  been  discharged  | 
by  reason  of  wounds,  and  thirteen  by  reason  of  dis- 
ability resulting  from  wounds.    Of  the  whole  com- 
pany, tweaty-tbree  men  had  either  died  or  fallen  in  , 
battle. 

The  nigiment  bore  an  hononlde  port  in  nearly  all  | 
the  great  general  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

except  tho«e  of  the  Peninsula  heforc  Richmond,  and 
its  tattered  battle-Hag  bears  no  stain,  save  from  the 
blood  of  its  defenders.    While  often  called  to  share  in  i 
the  defeat  of  the  Army  of  the  Fotomae,  yet  In  the  | 
darkest  boars  of  the  war  it  kept  its  high  discipline,  ; 
MMWarving  fidelity,  and  patriotic  faith  ;  and  althon^ih 
it  did  not  see  the  days  of  final  victory,  it  aided  in 
aeeomplishing  (hose  anparalleled  morementa,  and 
fighting  those  continuous  baules,  which  made  oom- 
plcte  victory  ]M)s.sible  at  the  last,     I'pon  the  return 
home  of  the  few  brave  men  left  of  tbe  company,  they 


were  welcomed  with  fitting'  ceremonies,  in  which  all 
joined  with  grateful  hearts,  though  sensible  that  tlie 
fi»ma1iti«B  of  a  pablio  oeoasion  bat  inadequately  ex- 
pressed their  debt  of  gratitude. 

The  men  of  tha  Thirty-fifth  were  now  destined  to 
bear  a  part  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg  and  the  closing 
campaign.  At  first  they  were  employed  "  in  throw- 
ing op  earthworks  and  hatteriee,  laying  down  abattts," 
and  in  the  OOnstrnetion  of  works  necessary  for  a  be- 
sieging army.  At  the  metnurable  explosion  of  the 
"  Mine."  July  30th,  it  was  their  duty  to  advance, 
after  the  explosion,  and  turn  the  wurks  uf  the  enemy, 
whieh  they  aeoomplished.  Private  Miehad  Colbert 
wa.x  killed  in  the  advance  of  the  regiment  over  the 
works,  and  the  reiriment  lost  one  officer  and  nine  men 
killed,  and  three  officers  and  tweuty-eight  men 
wounded.  The  dead  wen  haried  ander  a  flag  of 
traoe.  B«ng  now  in  the  immediate  pnaence  of  tho 
enemy,  they  were  frequently  engaged,  and  suffered 
considerable  losses,  especially  while  in  position  on  tbe 
Weldon  Railroad.  At  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Septem- 
ber 30th,  tbe  r^ment  was  repulsed  by  an  attack  on  the 
fight  and  rear,  with  a  loss  of  nine  killed  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners.  In  the  same  action  .lohn 
W.  Fiske,  formerly  a  !?ergeant  in  Com(>auy  i,  but  re. 
contly  promoted  to  be  first  lieutenant  in  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Massaehnsstts  Inbntvy,  whieh  was  atao  en* 
gaged,  was  killed,  and  buried  on  the  fidd.  He  WSS 
an  efficient  officer,  and  much  beloved. 

Nothing  decisive  occurred  to  the  regiment  during 
tbe  winter  of  1664-W.  In  Manh,  1^,  it  was  »- 
moTed  to  a  part  of  Fort  Sedgwiek,  about*  foar  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  enemy's  works, — a  post  of  great 
danger,  bcinfr  subject  to  an  almost  continuous  fire, — 
where  it  remained  one  month.  On  the  2d  of  April 
it  aasaalted  Fort  Mahone,  the  rebel  work  opponte, 
and  held  a  portion  of  it.  Durieg  the  same  night, 
Pi  tersburi:  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  and  on  the 
next  morniog  the  men  had  the  proud  satisfaction  of 
marching  throxigh  the  streets  of  Petersburg  with 
colors  flying,  hand  playing,  and  of  rseeivtag,  with 
shouts  of  victory  and  welcome,  the  PKaideot  of  tbe 
United  Hiatus  ua  he  rode  along  their  lines.  On  the 
Dth  of  April  occurred  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomat- 
tox Coarft-Hooas,  and  at  last  peaoe  had  come,  oiowned 
with  honor  and  vietoiy.  The  raiment  i>assed  in 
review  at  Washington,  May  23d,  reached  Massachu- 
setts on  the  KUli  of  Jane,  and  was  mustered  oat  of 
service  on  the  27th. 

Tb«  Thirty-fiflh  saw  nearly  three  yean  of  aeUve 
aad  ardaous  service,  beginning  almost  with  the  day 
of  its  arrival  in  the  tield.  On  its  colors  are  io- 
soribed,  by  an  order  of  Gen.  Meade,  the  namea  of 
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tMrtoen  battla,  to  wbrali  vtt  tftenmrdi  added  • 
fitofteeDtb.    The  record  ibows  thtt  its  «impaign8 

were  not  limited  to  a  State  or  a  department,  but  that 
in  Ktntufky,  East  TeniKStiec,  and  Mississippi,  as  well 
as  iu  Maryland  and  Virg^iriia,  it  was  aodvelj  em- 
plojad.  lo  m$nj  of  its  batttet  Ita  podtiM  «m 
among  tbo  noM  espowd  to  the  eoemy,  ead  eoveliBMB 

in  the  moflt  deadly  cnnflicts!.  Indeed,  it  beeame  a 
proTerb  among  the  soldiers  that  the  commandiDg 
•Smt  of  tiM  Thiity-ifkb  ma  Mre  to  be  sinek  dovo 
to  amy  eogaf^enieDt.  Of  the  nxiy^aight  wbo  on- 
fitted  from  Dcdhani,  six  were  killed  in  battle,  and 
one  more  died  !w>on  after  of  his  wounds,  five  died  in 
the  service  from  disease,  eight  were  discharged  on 
aoeooBt  of  thdr  womda,  and  fllevni  for  diaibility. 

At  the  ozpiration  of  their  service  it  was  desired  to 
give  the  men  a  public  wdeoine,  hut  with  a  H<ildierly 
modesty  they  declined  the  invitation,  saying  they 
preferred  to  pass  without  ceremony  from  the  life  of  , 
the  nidier  to  that  of  the  eitiien.  Tbey  went  when 
days  were  dark,  and  men  weM  few ;  tbey  returned 
when  the  anthems  of  victory  were  resoanding.throti  jh 
the  laad,  and  chey  would  have  received  ahouts  of  wel- 
come and  of  gratitude.  Tet  in  their  triumphs,  as  io 
ttdr  triabt  they  were  true  to  tbenielTeey  and  dioae 
the  conscious  rewards  of  duty  done,  rather  than  the 
load  plaudits  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  roll  of  the  dead  is  not  yet  complete.   In  other  i 
iq^enta  than  thcee  to  whieh  referenee  has  been 
aade— both  of  MasaaohnaettM  and  of  other  SutcK — 
ne  to  be  fontid  the  names  of  men  horn  and  reared  in 
Dedham.  The  Twenty-fourth,  Twenty-eigbih.Thirty- 
Diath,  and  Fifly  slxtb  Masftacbusetts  Infantry  each 
bad  eae  aaan  from  Dedham  among  tbeee  killed  in  [ 
battle.  Fran  two  reipmentfl  of  Massaehnaetti  «»▼- 
slrr  three  narnefi  appear.    Three  died  as  prisoners  of 
war,  without  a  friend  to  minister  to  their  last  neoes- 
Aias,  or  eteo  to  raise  fur  tben  a  hnmUe  beadalone.  ] 
In  that  heeatomh  at  Fort  Wagner^whera  the  negro 
10  ooblj  vindicated  his  right  to  the  name  and  fame  of  j 
the  wddier— Di.-dham  had  one  representative  Vir- 
gioia,  the  Caroliaaii,  aod  Geurgia  hold  liiu  OAiitiH  uf  i 
Dedham  meo,  and  at  the  battle  of  Cane  Biver,  in  | 
liouisiana,  while  leading  his  men  to  the  charge,  Capt.  I 
Julias  M.  Lathrop  fell,  clcsini;  a  lonp  and  honoruhle 
lerrice,  in  which  rank  was  nobly  earned,  with  a  tri- 
waphant  aod  peaoeful  death.  ^ 
1a  tbia  genobl  anrvey  of  the  aerrieea  rendered  by  | 
Dedham  soldiers  in  the  field  during  the  civil  war,  no 
biographies  of  the  heroic  dead  have  been  attempted 
But  among  them  were  true  and  uoble  men,  whoee 
Mnoriea  are  gratefnUy  bheiiabed  in  Dedham.  The  j 
«U  unm  bed  im  fidi  ahan  in  the  aaerifleee  and  atmg- ' 


glea  of  tbeee  memorable  years.  The  record  of  her 

brave  sons  who  marched  to  the  battle-llelds  of  the 
war  is  one  of  which  she  ha."  alwaya  been  prand,  aod 
has  been  ready  to  perpetuate. 

Besides  those  who  served  io  the  army  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  thwe  were  a  number  who  bad 
1  various  positions  in  the  navy.  Prominent  amoi^ 
!  these  was  Commoddre  Gershom  J.  Van  Brunt,  for  » 
many  years  a  resident  of  Dedham.  He  was  a  native 
of  Kew  Jenaty,  and  entarad  dm  ierviee  from  that 
Sttto  in  1818.  In  the  apring  of  1861,  be  was  as- 
I  signed  to  the  command  of  the  steam  frigate  "  Minoe* 
Hota,"  was  employed  in  the  severe  and  tryiijg  blockade 
wrvice  at  Hampton  Koada,  and  also  took  an  important 
part  in  tbo  rednotioo  of  the  Hatteraa  fbrta.  He 
was  Bobaoqnently  intrusted  with  the  supervialon  and 
equipment  of  the  expedition  to  New  Orleans  under 
Oen.  Banks,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  wais  acting, 
under  the  orders  of  the  War  Department,  as  iospeotor 
of  tranaporta  for  the  New  England  diatriet  He 
received  his  commission  as  commodore  in  July, 
1Rr>2.  fie  difd  ;it  hi*  residence  in  Dedham,  Dec. 
17,  1863.  Tho^w  wbo  saw  him  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Rebellion,  or  wbo  knew  of  hia  aerfios 
afterwarda,  will  not  aoon  fiwget  bia  fervent  leal,  lofty 
patriotiam,  and  unswerving  faith  io '  the  oltimate 
trinmph  of  the  flag  of  his  wiuntry. 

The  town  was  liberal  in  its  appropriations  of  money 
for  bonnliea  aod  aid  to  aoldien'  fiimiliea  dnriog  the 
war.  Tbo  nueing  of  eadi  quota  of  men  required 
larLMJ  euros  of  money  and  for  a  conei«lenible  period 
the  constant  efforts  of  the  selectmen,  who  were 
officially  charged  with  the  business  of  obtaining  vol- 
unteers. A  statement  of  moneys  expended  during 
the  war,  made  in  1868,  is  probaUy  nearly  accurate. 
It  is  taken  fh>m  the  appendix  to  the  pamphlet  con- 
taining the  exercises  at  the  dedication  of  Memorial 
Hall,  Sept.  29,  1868: 

.^moiml  Ejepmdtd  6y  Ihe  T'xna  «/  Dtdham  for  Sotditrt'  Jiunm- 
He*  amf  Aid  of  SMUnf  FamitiM  iwriitg  tA«  War  »/  lk» 

f!rhfftion. 

Whole  number  of  meo  ralacd  nnd  tuiutered  into  the  miliUrjr 
mat  oaval  ■wvtea^  six  baa4r«d  mA  a«m^>tw». 
Coinpnnv  F.  Ei^-tiii'.  iith  R«ftaftMit  MasaaoliVBatta 

Infantry— 69  men. 
for  AotSt,  anffhrni*,  •!«  ,  andtr  rota 

of  Miiy  r,,  is,;i   $l6St.M 

For  drill,  under  voles  of  May  6  and 

Har*7.lMl  »   imM 

For  furtlior  par  ff)r  drill  under  vot«! 

of  June  t,  1S«>C,   4650.00 

 S8,6t4JI 

C«m|iany  I,  Thirljr-fiftb  BegimMt  BiSMMhuMtts 
lofiuitrjr— 49  BIM. 
Far  boaatiM  aadar  vol*  cf  Jalf  ».  18SS  (fieO).  <,«Oe.et 
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Company  D,  Forly-thini  Regiment  Ma^sacbuactls 
Infantry,  ud  oth«r  nln«  montbs'  men — 12tf 


Forbounlies  under  yote»  of  Aug.  2.), 

•nd  S«pt.  15, 1893  ($200)   $25,200.00 

For  ezpaBaM  «f  mliitmnt   620.00 


t9tO.720.00 


Hen  enlisted  In  other  regiment*  and  in  nary,  in- 
cluding aub«titute«  provided  by  individuaU— 

418  OMD. 

For  hr>iintie8  under  rotet  of  April  4 
and  July  25,  1804   $20.85(1.00 

Vor  xqcBM  of  Maraltlac  «iUiutad 
•t.......„ .................................  MO.00 


E^tulJlki>'lI*lIlloant  expended  in  aid  4f  lOMivn' 
fAmiliea,  esolaaive  of  State  Md....»...«.....  

Aotout  of  Stnte  aid  (aMtfailly  ninbuiMd  to 
tb«  Iowa)  ...........................................  U^OO 


»r,45«.oo 

10,200.00 


»IS0,0M^1 

Daring  tbe  your  tbirty-four  enrolled  men  procured 

•nbMitutea  in  the  military  ud  anvnt  Mrviee,  at  an  expeoae  to 
(li«tta«lv««  «f  not  l«n  tbMi  iSO,000. 

Not  loDg  afler  the  close  of  the  war  the  ereistioa  of 
a  loMim'  BMniinMiit  w«s  proposed,  aod  wot  ooDiid- 
ered  iu  towa-nMeting.  Bvl  at  a  towD-meetiog  held 
May  7,  1866,  it  was  voted  to  erect  a  building  to  be 
called  "  Memorial  Hall,"  the  walls  to  be  of  Pedham 
granite.  Ita  purpoaea  were  Lu  provide  a  suitable  plaoe 
Ibir  the  tiaoaaotiM  of  all  lb«  pablio  bnainen  of  the 
town,  and  also  a  laitable  memorial  of  the  soldiers  of 
Dedham  who  had  died  id  the  service  of  their  eouiitrj. 
The  land  was  purchased  by  subscription,  and  prescoted 
to  the  town  tw  the  purpose.  The  boildiog  was  beguo 
in  the  oovrse  of  the  year,  ami  was  fioiehed  to  the 
summer  of  1868.  The  cost  of  the  building,  me- 
morial!', furniture  of  the  hall,  and  the  c^rading  of  the 
lot,  including  expense  of  the  committee  and  architect, 
was  lea  than  forty-eereD  diouaaod  doUan..  The  aiia 
of  the  bmhiing,  the  general  arraogement  of  the  rooms, 
and  the  manner  of  locating  the  builJing  and  (he  lot, 
were  deterniined  by  fhV  comniittf^c.  The  architect  was 
Mr.  Henry  Van  Brunt,  aud  the  lueiuuriai:)  were  dv- 
eigned  by  hia,  hot  the  eommittee  are  reaponaiUe  for 
the  inseriptioDfl.  In  some  particulars  the  oonnaittee 
did  not  adopt  the  Jesi^'ns  of  the  architect,  and  in 
others,  though  they  adopted  his  designs,  they  did  not 
adopt  the  designs  ooosidered  most  appropriate  by  him 
The  itooe-  and  briek-work  waa  done  by  D.  G.  Ooriias 
ft  Co.,  of  Qoiaoy. 

The  followinsr  is  a  brief  description  of  the  building : 
The  design,  which  was  by  Messrs.  Ware  &  Van 
Bniat,  ardiiteota,  of  Boston,  rBOalla  the  pioTioaial 
town^halls  of  England  in  outline  and  geneial  char- 
aeter,  and  ia  carried  out  in  the  peealiar»  wann,  yeUow 


Mlch;>ol  llrnHniii,  Co.  F,  2d  U«gt.i  kUM  at 

May  3, 1S63,  aged  twenty-ltve. 
CkariM  W.  Onrroll,  capL  Co.  F,  18th  Rogt.;  WMudad  at  U 

b^ttin  „r  Bull  Ban  Auf.  M,  IMt;  dlad  Sept.  S, lMa,a|rf 

twenty-six.  ^ 
Robert  B.  Cwy,  Oo.  F,  l«th  Bagt.;  kllkd  al  M  kattUaTNl 

Run  Auic  '0,  1««2.  ajjed  ibirty-six. 
KUwartl  U.  €ux,  Oo.  F,  18tb  KcgL  ;  wounde^i  at  2d  battle  of 

Bali  Baa  Aug.  SO,  IMS;  died  Oat.  U,  1M4,  aged  twmll' 

Ave. 

Henry  C.  Everett,  Co.  F,  18th  Kegt. ;  dlai  Jaa.  10,  1865,  tge-1 
twoBljr-twa. 


granite  of  the  neighborhood,  relieved  by  bonda  of 
blue  Quincy  frrani' •.    Tt^  main  exterior  dimension* 
are  one  hundred  aiul  four  by  sixty-four  feet  on  the 
ground,  with  an  elevation  of  thirty-four  feet  to  (he  ^ 
eoroioe,  and  ^hty-five  feet  to  the  emnmit  of  the 
tower,  which  surmounts  the  middle  division  of  the  ■ 
front  on  Washinptoti  Street.    On  th'^  ffiu,  io  the  j 
most  ooospicuous  place  over  the  uiain  entrance,  is 
ineerted  a  laige  tablet  of  Quincy  granite,  deoocated 
wHh  oak  leaTos  and  a  erawn  of  lanrd,  and  bearing  thio 
iosoription: 

"  To  Commemorata 
The  Patriftliam  aed  tMOtj 
Of  Her  Sons 
Who  Fall 
la  Defence  of  Tho  UbI«B, 
In  The  War 
Of  The  Rebellioo, 

Dedham 
ErwsU  TbU  HaU. 

A.D. 
MDOCCLXVIL" 

In  the  main  vestibule,  from  which  stairs  to  th^ 
right  and  left  conduct  to  the  hall  above,  in  a  broad 
niche  facing  the  entrance,  are  five  marble  tablets  io  a 
Oothie  ftamework  of  blaok  wahnt.  The  orntnl  tab* 
let,  which  is  enriched  by  a  carved  caoopy  anppoiled 
by  colamiii,  bean  this  inaeription : 

"Till- 
Town  of  Dedbam 
Baa  Ca«u«Ml 
T«  Bo  Intcribed  UpOB 
Tbeto  Tablets, 

C|e  naittta  of  |;cr  9oiw, 

Who  Fell 
Repre»e&ting  Uer, 

|r  ^Qrfcnte  of  t^t  VvioR, 

In  The  War  Of 
Tho  Rebellion— IS81-I865, 
And  In  WhoMi  Honor 
gha  Baa  Brsotad 
TMt  HaU.** 

The  tablets  on  either  side  contain  the  names  of 
forty-six  aoldieia,  with  the  rank,  date,  and  plaoe  off 
death  in  each  case,  arranged  io  order  of  regiments. 

The  ibtlowing  ia  the  list  of  names  on  these  tsUets : 
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3Uiranl  n-'mc>.  .-.>rp.  Co.  F,  IHth  R«gt. ;  killc-i  at  M  UtU* 

«f  BuU  Run  Aug.  30,  1662,  afwl  twralj-six. 
f«nafhaa  H.  Kvjtm.  Oo.  F.  ISth.lUct.;  kilted  mt  FMI«rfolui. 

Pfr.  !S,  l>ifl2,  nged  twenty. 
C>«wrge  0.  KtDgHbary,  Co.  F,  IRth  Rcgt. ;  killed  »l  24  kiblU«  of 

Ball  Ron  Aug.  30,  1802,  iiiD«te«n. 
DuM  Imby.  Co.  F,  18ih  Regt. ;  kiltod  at  l>rad«riolubiug 

Dm.  is,  IHS'J,  aged  twentjr-eigbt. 
Uct^ri  w.  Minc»t,CO.      18th  lUgl.;  dlid  April  »,  1M3, 

•gcd  tweoty.  I 
H4M7  D.  Smith,  Oo.  P.  ISlli  Bflgt. ;  kilM  at  M  iMtite  of  BaU 

Rod  Aug.  30,  1$62,  a^ed  thirty.  I 
X*IwB  R.  Steven*,  Co.  F.  ISth  Regi. ;  died  M  arch  1,  1802,  j 

hgiti  ntnet««o. 

Btend  L.ThoBM,  Co.  F,  18tk  wuundiMl  at  2(1  battle 

of  Boll  Bob  Atig.  30,  IMS;  dIM  SepU  10,  1802,  aged 
nicetceo. 

tiwrgeN.  Wortheo,  Co.  F,  ISth  Rogt.;  wonnJed  at  2d  battle  | 
«r  BoU  Ban  Aug.  30,  IMS;  diad  Sapt  4,  IMS,  agtd  | 

twiTitv  fisur. 

1Io:m«  .'i.  Damrell,  sergt.  Co.  II,  ISth  Regt. ;  died  March  7,  ' 

IM2,  aged  nineteen. 
Omu  8.  eoUd.  Go.  H,  ISth  AagU;  di«4  Fab.  22,  1M2,  agad  I 

NfUltMB* 

fewpb  M.  Jordan,  Co.  H,  I'tth  Regt.;  kIJI«d  M  QaiBW*  lIlUl 

Jaae  tJ,  1S62,  agad  eigbuao.  | 
Qjnw  D.  Twkamrf,  Ga.  8,  IStin  BagL ;  Itllted  at  Patarabug  | 

Jul;  i,  1804,  aged  twenty -fuur. 
Albtrt  C.  Bean,  Co.  I,  20th  Rogt. ;  woundad  at  Cold  Harbor  i 

June  3,  1804  ;  died  June  8,  1804,  agad  thirty. 
Joha  rum,  Jr.,  «ergt.  Co.  B,  22d  Regt.;  wounded  »t  North 

Anna  Rirer  May  23,  1804;  died  Jane  5,  18(4,  aged 

■f-Btythree. 

WUliam  Baatb,  Co.  I,  22d  Ragl.;  aaaidaotalljr  ihot  at  Ball'* 

Ha  Dm.  r,  IMS.  agad  tw«ntijr>llra. 
Otfkl  Fleuber,  Co.  T,  2?.<1  Regt.;  kiUad  at  WUtahati,  V. 0., 

Dee.  1«,  1803,  aged  forty -two. 
Cbtri«  W.  Phippi,  Cow  A,  Mth  Ragt. ;  kilted  at  Diap  Bottom 

Aug.  to,  1801,  aged  twenty-wren. 
Bdaard  Sheehan,  Co.  B,  28th  Regt.;  died  Nov.  17,  isi  .y^od 

forty-three. 

Jaka  H.  Bireb,  Co.  I,  SfrUi  Regt.;  dlad  Aug.  16, 1863,  ag^ 
tblity-twa. 

George  C.  Honker,  Cn.  T.  r?5th  Regt.;  kllhd at  Ffodoitekdiail 

Dee.  13, 1802,  aged  twen^M>ne, 
XlBbavt  Oolbart,  Oo.  I.  MCh  Baft;  kUlad  at  FManbnrf  Jnlj 

n,  1804,  aged  thirty.  | 
Ma  0.  Dymond,  corp.  Co.  I,  35th  Regt. ;  died  Mitrch  29, 

IK83,  aged  twenty-eight.  | 
Charlw  H.  Bllia,  eotp.  Co.  I,  S6th  BagUj  dtad  a  priaoaar  of 

wtr  Fdb.  n,  1 BM,  agad  tUfty. 
Bdmid  E.  Hetton.  corp.  C.  1, 35th  B^;  kilted  at  AnUaiMi 

StfL  17,  1862,  aged  twentjr-twe^ 
VUlhua  Hin,lMHMt.Qk.I,S5tbR«gt.;  UltedatFndariofca-  | 

barg  Dec.  13,  1882,  aged  thirty.  | 
David  Pbalcn,  Co.  I,  3ilh  Regt.;  died  July  30,  1  SOS,  aged  I 

forly-clght.  j 
Ckariet  B.  Salkoiki,  Co.  I,  3»th  Ragt.;  UUad  at  Aotiataia 

Sopt  17,  IMS,  agad  tiraiiT. 

BtthanC.  Troadwell,  Co.  I,.'^r.th  Ra^-t. :  wi>iin.io.l  hou,r,:  Ki,  !)- 
mond  Sept.  M,  1862;  died  Oct.  20,  1802,  aged  nineteen. 

f««epb  P.  Wbita,  Oo.  I,  asth  Ragt.;  killed  at  Antlalam  Sapt. 
17|  1U2,  aged  twenty- fire. 

••arga  F.  WbiUng,  Co.  I,  3Mb  KegU;  wounded  at  Sonib 
Moontaia 8ap«.  U»  IMS;  dted  OaL  i>  1M9^  a«ad  tmmtg-  \ 
•ma*  i 


Joliii-^  M,  Lalhrop,  on)it.  Co.  T,  :t?th  fle^i.  ;  wiunjej  nl  Cmip 

Rirer  April  23,  lit04;  died  April  20,  1804,  aged  twenty- 
thraa. 

rhirlf?  I..  Carter,  Co.  R,  39th  Regt. ;  died  «  pritOMr  CT  WAT 

Feb.  8,  1806,  aged  tweaty-tbree. 
Janaa  J.  Bawkia%  Co.  ]>,  43d  Ragt.;  diod  Not.  4, 186S,  •gtd 

tirantgr-fiTa. 

Jobs  H.  Bancroft,  Co.  A,  6tth  Regt. ;  killad  at  Fort  Wagner 

.Iidy  1"*.  ISh'i.  itgeil  twenty-four, 
Anaon  F.  Barton,  Co.  U,  dfltb  RegU ;  died  Oct.  7,  1804,  aged 
aifhtaoB. 

J't^n  W.  yi'ko.  Ut  lieut.  Co.  It,  58lb  Regt.;  killed  at  Fopter 

;<l>tiu^  Cburch  Sept.  30,  1804,  aged  twanty-tbrea. 
William  H.Tillingba«t,  Co.  B,  lit  Car. }  killad  at  Bwp  Batloa 

Aug.  14,  1864,  aged  forty. 
Joeepb  T.  Starens,  corp.  Co.  I,  l«t  Car. ;  died  Hareh  SI,  T86S, 

aged  twenty-niae. 
Albart  0.  Uamuoad,  Co.  Ji,  2d  Cav. ;  died  Sept.  12,  1804,  aged 

iwanty-tfght. 

John  E.  Riirh:(rd»un,  4th  €•▼.$  dlad  •  primar  oT  WW  ia  1M4» 

aged  nineteen. 

Edward  Ilutebint,  sergt.  Andrew  .Sharpibootait ;  Irillad  at 

<ietty«burg  July  3,  1803,  aged  thirty-tix. 

The  first  floor  is  occupied  by  two  rmma  for  the 
town  officers,  a  room  for  the  school  committee,  and  a 
nnall  bdl,  bendM  two  room  mted  fiir  atom.  Th« 
maio  ball  od  ttia  deeood  floor  is  fifty-gix  bj  ciDckj  fta^ 

with  a  balcony  at  the  eutrance  and  nn  ample  st^o 
opposit*-,  from  wliioh  there  is  ninly  rotirt'inent  to 
four  uutuuiitieu-ruuiuft,  all  of  which  are  accessible 
from  Charoh  Stnot  by  a  private  entruM  and  ataii^ 
case.  The  hall  is  capable  of  accommodating  one 
thoufand  pcoplo.  The  building  throuirhout  i.s  finished 
with  chastnut.  In  1861,  steam  heating  apparatus 
was  provided,  the  hall  rsooiTod  a  now  floor  and  odior 
repain,  and  iti  walb  and  oeilings  wers  alaboiatdy 
decorated  in  oolors,  at  a  cost  of  $4667. 53. 

A  fine  copy  of  St n art's  large  portrait  of  Washing- 
ton in  Faoeuil  Hail, « xecuted  b;  Alvao  Fisher,  au 
artist  who  resided  many  years  in  Dedbam,  and  who 
died  in  1863,  was  placed  in  the  hull  by  his  widow* 
The  copy  of  Stu;irt*s  portrait  of  Fisher  Ames  was 
presented  by  .ludj^e  Seth  Amcit,  and  the  portrait 
of  Lincoln  was  procured  bj  subscription.  The  clock 
was  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  Ballard,  of  New  York,  a 
native  of  Dcdham. 

On  the  29th  day  of  September,  1868,  the  hall  was 
dedicated.  The  ocoaaton  was  one  of  great  interest. 
The  principal  addreaa  waa  delivered  by  Erastus  WoT' 
tbiogton,  and  oontained  a  historical  aeooant  of  the 
services  of  the  Dedhara  soldiers  during  the  war. 
Addison  Boydcn  was  the  president  of  the  day.  The 
report  of  the  building  committee  was  briefly  made  bj 
Waldo  Colbnm,  and  the  keys  delivered  to  Sara  W. 
Taft,  chalnnan  of  the  selet'tiiion,  wlm  r-  spnmlod  with 
appropriate  remarks.  Original  hymns,  written  by 
Mrs.  William  J.  Adams  aad  William  Everett,  were 
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mngi  and  •  pttnoti«  poem  dalmrad  by  Emm  H. 

Carrier.  The  addrees  and  poem,  with  the  other  ex- 
ercises of  the  day,  wprp  published  by  ihe  town.  Ap- 
pended to  theae  U  a  roll  of  officers  aod  men  from  the 
tmrnn  of  Dedhtm  who  Mrred  in  t1i«  aim  j  or  wrf  of 
(ho  Unifead  BtMM  during  cho  war. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Readrille  Annexed  to  Hyde  Park — D<- ilinm  Public  Lilirary— 
InmiponiioD  of  Norwood— DMth  of  Ror.  Dr.  Babowk — 
Staaa  Flre-Engin*— Bcdbam  Water  Company — Tempomrj 
Atylam  for  DisobargcJ  Fvnialc  Prifnners — Oftkd.ilc— Church 
of  tha  Qood  Shopherd — Iilington — Congregational  Cburob — 
Hew  Oelbani  Sohoel-Hoaw  Bwokdale  OMnaiMj— Tewn 
Stel— OowelwlMi. 

On  tb«  22d  day  of  April,  1868,  the  town  of  Hyde 

Park  was  incorporntod,  indudlng  within  its  liniud 
fhat  portion  of  tlio  trrritrTj  ff  Dedham  known  as 
Keadviile.  For  muuy  ^  car^  ihia  had  been  a  uiaiiufau- 
taring  TinBge,  but  itn  pronmity  to  the  Tillage  of  Hyde 
Fkrk|  wbiioh  had  grown  up  quite  rapidly,  had  served  to 
inrrf-asp  i*s  popalation.  Daring  the  war,  the  plains  on 
both  Bide3  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  and 
hetmen  Sprague  Street  and  the  New  Yoric  and  New 
Enghnd  Rnhoad  had  been  vaed  aa  a  plaoe  of  ren- 
deiTOne  for  the  regiments  about  to  depart  for  the 
seat  of  war.  From  the  summer  of  1861  the  close 
of  the  war,  these  plains  were  almost  continuously  oc- 
cupied by  the  caui[>.s  of  the  newly-ndaed  raiments, 
and  presented  a  warlike  scene.  The  town  of  Hyde 
Park  vrn<!  made  from  the  territory  of  Dorcht^ster, 
Dcdliarn,  and  Milton.  The  number  of  acres  takeu 
from  Dcdhain  was  eight  hundred  aod  eighty-six. 
The  tanUa  Talnatton  of  BeadviUe  May  1,  1867» 
was  four  hundred  and  seventy-^five  thonaand,  eight 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars.  It  was  estimat^jd 
that  Dedham  lost  by  the  annexation  gf  Rendville  to 
Hyde  Park,  about  eoe-tWDth  of  its  population,  one- 
alevanth  of  ita  Talnation,  and  one-twentieth  of  ita 
territory.  The  town  appointed  a  committee  to  ap- 
pear before  the  legislative  committee  and  oppose  the 
annexation  of  the  whole  of  the  tcrriiury  asked  for  in 
the  petition,  but  the  Legialature  gave  snbetaotially 
all  the  territory  the  petitionaa  deaired. 

In  1871,  a  corporation  was  established  by  the 
Legislature,  under  the  name  of  the  Dedliam  Public 
Library.  It  ia  a  private  corporation,  and  the  nutu- 
ber  of  ita  nembm  ia  limited  to  thirty.  Bnt  the 
pnipoaea  for  whieh  it  was  erentod  wen  to  Ibm  and 


nainlain  a  pnUio  Kbniy  and  readiag-iooni  ia  Ded« 

ham,  and  the  act  of  incorporation  provides  that  so 
long  as  said  corporation  Nhall  .allow  the  inb.abitants 
of  Dedbam  free  access  to  its  library  aod  reading-room, 
under  reaaoaable  regulationa,  the  town  may  anniudly 
appropriate  aod  pay  to  aaid  oorpoiation  a  aum  not 
exceeding  one  dollar  nn  eaeh  of  its  rateable  polls.  It 
is  therefore  a  private  corporation  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  a  free  public  library.    The  eorporatioa 
was  oiganiaed  in  NoTemher,  1871.   About  three 
thousand  volumes  were  transferred  to  it  by  the  Ded* 
ham  Library  As-sociation,  which  had  existcl  fnr  some 
years  previoui^ly.    A  fair  was  held  by  the  ladies,  on 
Feb.  22,  1871,  whieh  waa  very  aaoeeasftil,  aod  miaed 
for  the  iiinda  of  the  oorporaiion,  upwarda  of  ftur 
thouaand  dollars.    Soon  after,  Mr.  Charles  Bullard 
left  by  his  will  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars, 
the  income  to  be  expended  in  the  parcbase  of  books. 
In  1876,  0r.  Daofoith  P.  Wigbt  left  by  his  wilt  the 
sum  of  one  thooaand  dollan  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  in  1877,  the  corporation  reeei%'ed  one  thousand 
dollars  under  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Dr.  George 
E.  Haltou.    In  1882,  the  funils  were  largely  increased 
by  a  legacy  of  ten  thousand  dollars  given  by  the 
will  of  Mr.  John  Bullard,  of  New  York,  a  native  of 
Dedham.    The  income  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  in 
the  purchase  of  books,  uoleia  the  cotporation  shall 
become  posseiaed  nt  sMther  like  sum  to  bo  need  in 
the  eieation  of  a  library  Iniilding,  in  whieh  event  tiie 
corporation  may  use  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Bullard  for 
that  purpose.    The  want  of  a  suitable  library  build- 
ing has  long  been  felt  by  the  friends  of  the  library 
corporation,  and  in  the  oonrM  of  time  this  want  will 
doubdeaa  be  supplied.    The  corporation  has  funds  to 
the  amount  of  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars, the  income  of  which  is  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  the  cost  of  binding.    The  town 
has  aDonally  appropriated  a  anm  whieh  it  oaed  to 
meet  the  enrrant  ezpeues  of  the  library.   In  1888, 
tlie  t'twn  nfipropriatinn  wa*  eleven  hundred  dollars. 
Books  are  delivered  to  the  people  at  Kast  Dedham  and 
West  Dedham,  by  agents  of  Ae  library  corporation. 
The  lilnuy  baa  incraaaed  to  aome  extent  by  donatiooi 
of  books,  but  principally  by  pnrehaae  from  the  funds 
of  the  corporation.    Since  the  organisation  of  the 
corporation,  Alfred  Hcwios  has  been  ita  president. 

The  town  of  ITorwood  was  loeorporated  Feb.  2S, 
1872.  A  small  portion  of  the  territory  of  Walpola 
was  taken  for  the  new  town,  but  it  wa.s  mainly  con- 
stituted from  that  portion  of  Dedham  known  a-s  the 
South  Paritsh,  or  South  Dedhaui.  In  lhi2  the  valu- 
ation of  Norwood  waa  one  million  aiz  hundred  and 
dgbteen  tbouaaad  five  hundred  and  flfty^ais  dollai% 
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Md  dM  nvmbar  of  ioiM  ttf  bod,  aix  tbowtiid  two 

handred  and  seTeotj-fire.  Probably  the  town  of 
Pc-dham  Iwt  one-fifth  of  its  valuation,  and  about  one- 
foQitb  of  its  population,  bj  the  incorporation  of  Nor- 
wood into  a  separata  town.  In  the  loda  of  nlutioD 
•nd  population  it  was  a  mHow  Iom  to  Dedham,  and 
tended  to  reduce  the  relative  standing  and  importance 
of  the  town  in  the  county.  It  also  took  bwhv  mnuy 
inteUigeot  and  «nt«rpri8iog  citixeos.  But  tho  course 
of  afODta  bad  tended  to  this  remit  for  many  years. 
The  village  of  South  Dedbam  was  nituated  four  miles 
from  T>H!iniii  villneo,  and  the  railroad  communication 
between  theiu  had  ceased  over  the  Norfolk  County 
Railroad.  There  was  bat  little  business  connection 
«r  oonmiinity  of  interasta  between  the  Tilhgei.  Ex- 
eepting  on  election-days  and  at  lOWB-meetings,  the 
people  of  South  Dedbam  scarcely  «aw  thc-ir  fellow- 
eitiieas  of  the  old  parish.  As  early  as  1722,  the 
idsa  of  a  new  town  wsa  enlertalnedi  aod  perhaps 
asfsrwlMlly  absndoaed  afterwards.  Bat  the  ooea- 
sion  of  the  raovement  in  1S72,  was  a  warm  con- 
troTen^y  whirh  arose  rc-spcctins?  the  e^itabiishment  of 
a  high  Bchool  in  South  Dedbam.  The  people  of 
ihst  nlb^  nll^^  their  renoteoesa  ftron  tbo  high 
Khool  at  Dedbam  vl1la<re,  an  a  reason  for  its  astab- 
liahrocnt.  The  people  of  the  other  villages  opposed 
tbe  proposition  mainly  on  tlie  ground  that  there  were 
aot  a  sufficient  number  of  scholars  in  South  Dedbam, 
of  tba  proper  age  and  qnalilloationa,  to  render  another 
high  school  neocflsary  or  expedient  The  proposition 
had  been  carried  in  two  town-meetings,  but  at  a  tliird 
sod  very  large  tuwti  tueetiog,  the  proposition  was  do- 
fttted  hj  a  smaB  mujurity.  Thb  was  li  the  summt 
ef  1871,  and  tba  petition  ftr  the  new  town  wsa  pre- 
sented to  the  next  L^islature.  The  town  of  Ded- 
bam voted  not  to  oppose  tho  petition,  further  than 
it  proposed  to  ukc  more  territory  than  had  been  u- 
shided  in  the  Sontb  Pariah.  The  separatioD  wss 
Msde  in  an  amicable  spirit,  and  the  two  towns  have 
alwnjs  been  united  in  thr  r-ntno  disttioi  foT  eleoling  a 
represeoutive  to  the  General  Court. 

On  the  25th  day  of  October,  1873,  the  Rev. 
Ssnwl  Braaer  Babeoek,  D.D.,  the  reetorof  St.  Paul's 
Charcb,  diad  im  Boston,  ba?bg  been  stricken  with 
apoplexy  nome  day^  previnws,  while  absent  frcni  lionie. 
He  had  been  rector  of  the  parish  for  over  forty  years, 
and  it  is  signifiesnt  of  tba  staUlitj  of  affiiin  in  Ded- 
bam village,  that  both  tba  pastors  of  tbo  Oongrsga< 
ttonal  Churches  and  the  Epif<copal  rector,  should 
l>ave  remained  over  their  respeetivc  parishes  for  so 
long  a  period.  Dr.  Babcock  was  born  in  1808.  He 
nss  gialnalod  at  Harrard  Ooll^  in  1880.  Daring 
hk  lastoiib^  the  old  ebnrob  had  been  taken  down, 


a  new  one  built  and  destroyed,  and  a  third  ehnndi  of 
larger  proportions  and  of  more  durable  materials  bed 

been  erected.  Nearly  al!  the  !n"m^<»r«  of  his  parish, 
who  were  here  in  1832,  hadpaii-sed  uway.  The  pariah 
bad  psSMd  tbrangh  a  period  of  ebanges,  in  whieb  it 
bad  beootta  stronger  aod  more  united.  Dr.  Bobeoob 
had  attached  personal  friends,  who  were  liberal  bene- 
factors of  tlu'  parish,  which  during  his  rectorship 
was  bariuouiuiui  aod  prosperous.  He  was  a  man  of 
genial  msnners,  a  devoted  pester,  and  an  earnest 
preacher.  His  health,  for  some  years  previous  to  his 
death,  had  declined,  but  he  officiated  in  :})>-•  church 
shortly  before  bis  death.  Ho  received  tlie  dcfjroe  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  firom  Colombia  College,  New 
York»  and  ftons  Giiswold  Ooll^gs,  Iowa,  in  1870. 
He  wsa  buried  in  the  chorcdijaid,  and  a  marble 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  by  two  of  his 
friends  and  parisbioners.  His  successors  have  heea 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Goodwin,  flwn  November,  1874,  to 
September,  1879 ;  aod  tbo  Rev.  Artbnr  H.  Baekns, 
from  January,  1S80,  to  tlie  prefient  time. 

In  1P7'>,  tiie  attention  of  the  people  of  the  town 
was  called  to  the  necessity  of  providing  new  apparatus 
fiir  the  SKtingaiBhasent  of  ftrea.  The  baod^engines 
in  Bsdhamviltege  and  at  the  upper  village  were  more 
than  twenty  years  nh),  und  were  found  to  be  quite 
inadequate  for  the  service  required  at  a  fire  of  any 
magaitttde.  Upon  the  tecommeodatioo  of  a  eom- 
mittea  qtpointed  to  eonsider  the  eondition  of  the  firs 
department,  the  town  voted  to  pnrdiase  a  steam  fire- 
enjrine,  of  the  Amoskeap  Manafacturing  Company, 
with  a  hose  carriage,  al  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lam.  The  town  also  expanded  at  the  same  dme 
aboat  two  tbonssnd  five  bnndrsd  dollaia  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  new  hn>e.  A  new  cnirine-boaSO  OOtttaining 
a  lock-up  was  erected  the  game  year. 

The  discussion  and  investigation  relative  to  the 
mesne  of  eKringniahii^  lirss,  natnrallj  led  to  the  eon- 
nderation  of  the  greater  question  of  proenring  a  full 
supply  of  water  for  donicstic  pnrposes.  as  well  as  for 
the  extinguishment  of  fires.  This  subject  had  beea 
talked  about  for  some  years,  but  oo  definite  plan  or 
sonroe  of  snpply  eonld  he  deeidad  npon.  In  1876, 
however,  a  number  of  citizens  obtained  an  act  of 
incorporation  n.«  the  Dedbam  Water  Company,  which 
gave  the  right  to  the  corporation,  to  uke  water  from 
Charles  Bivw,  or  ftom  any  pond  or  brook  in  the  town. 
If  water  riiould  be  taken  from  Ohariea  River,  the 
amount  of  water  was  limited  to  a  million  and  a  half 
pallons  daily.  This  eorjmrution  wa.s  or^janized  Jan. 
31,  1877,  and  the  capital  stock  was  afterwards  fixed 

at  asventy^flve  tboasand  dolbrn.  There  was,  bow* 
ever,  bnt  little  pnUie  interost  in  the  snigeet,  bat  the 
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OlgmiMtiOD  of  tlie  corpontioil  was  maintained.  In 
the  autumn  of  1S80,  a  sum  was  subscribeil  to  obtain 
the  servioes  of  an  engineer,  to  examine  and  report  aa 
to  the  best  flooroe  of  supply  and  cost  of  oontitructing  \ 
tbe  irwks.   Tb«  engiseer,  Mr.  Peny  M.  Blake,  j 
•boQl  Jm.  1, 1881,  made  a  report,  which  was  printed, 
with  a  contoured  plan  of  the  villn^'c.    Mr.  Blake 
reoomtttdoded  the  plan  of  taking  ground-water  from 
tli«  Qetdowi  00  the  toafkeiAj  sida  of  Cktrlw  Rtv«r»  | 
MBT  Bridge  Street,  end  to  pmnp  it  through  the  tU-  | 
lage  to  a  stand-pipe  to  be  located  on  Walnut  Street.  , 
About  the  sanif  timo  several  large  subscriptions  for  ' 
stock  were  obtained,  and  with  a  definite  plan  in 
▼iew,  end  with  efiwt  on  the  pert  of  sone  of  the  eor* 
porators,  the  whole  MDOunt  of  the  capital  atook  WW 
obtained.    In  January,  ISSI.  the  work  of  construc- 
tion was  formally  authoritced  by  the  directors  of  the  ' 
corporation.    The  works  were  cottstructed  under  the 
direetiofi  of  Percy  H.  Blake,  engineer.  The  panp- 
in<;-en<;ine8  were  oonetmoted  by  the  Knowles  Steam 
I'uuip  Works,  of  Warrpn,  Mass.    The  wator  is  taken 
from  a  collecting-well,  twenty -six  feet  in  diameter  and 
eighteen  feet  deep,  leented  between  the  eogtoe-hoaee 
and  Char]ea  BiYer.   The  pnn^og  nadiineiy  eooitste 
of  two  independent  engines,  one  a  compound  con- 
densinj;  enfjine.  capable  of  raising  seven  hundred  and 
bfiy  thou«aud  gallons  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet 
high  b  tweatj-limr  hoan;  the  other  a  dnples  high-  | 
pressure  engine,  capable  of  raising  one  million  four 
hundred  thousand  ■gallons  two  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  high  in  twenty-four  hours.    The  iron  reservoir  , 
on  Walnut  Street,  is  one  hundred  and  three  feet  in 
height  and  twenty  ftet  in  diameter.   It  ie  bnilt  of 
iron  of  four  grades  of  thickness,  the  first  twenty- 
five  feet  from  the  banc,  being  five-ciphths  of  an 
inch  thick  ;  the  second  twenty-five  feet,  half  an  inch  ; 
the  third  twenty-five  feet,  three-eightha  of  an  inch  ; 
and  the  nmaiMler,  fire«steentha  of  no  inoh.  The 
reservoir  was  built  by  Kendall  &  Roberts,  of  Cam-  ' 
bridireport,  Mxm.     The  serviee  pippg  are  cement-  ' 
lined  pipes,  and  were  furnished  and  laid  by  George 
Goodhue,  of  Ooneovd,     H.  The  total  eoet  of  the  | 
W«>rfca,  a*  reported  by  the  directors,  January,  1882,  : 
was  about  ninety-two  thousand  d  ll  irs.     Tlie  in- 
crea^se  in  the  expenditure  over  the  c^liutatcd.  cost 
was  owing  to  the  enlai^ement  of  the  reservoir  or  i 
atand-p^,  and  the  htyiog  of  nearly  ten  milea  of 
pipe  instead  of  seven,  as  provided  in  the  original  i 
contrnet.    To  meet  this  additional  eost,  the  capital  ' 
stock  of  the  corporation  was  increased  to  one  han- 
dred  thonaand  doDan.     Dnrii^  the  year  IWSt, 
the  awioe-pipea  were  extended  in  Baat  Dadhan. 
Tile  eorpontion  pfovidea  about  one  handled  hy- 


drants for  fire  service  in  Dedham  village  and  Baat 
Dedhani,  for  which,  with  a  sujiply  for  public  build- 
ings, the  town  in  1883  contracted  to  pay  annually  for 
three  years  tlie  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars.  The 
qnaltty  of  the  water  fhrnished  by  this  company  ia  of 
remarkable  purity,  and  the  supply  is  ample.  Th* 
introduction  of  water  into  Dedham  by  this  corpora- 
tion is  the  greatest  work  of  a  public  nature  ever 
aooompliahed  in  Dedliaoi,  whether  we  oonrider  its 
eost,  the  effiart  reqnired  to  eany  it  through  to 
completion,  or  the  benefits  it  confers  upon  the 
people  of  the  town.  The  first  president  of  the 
company  was  Boyal  0.  Stonrs,  but  since  his  resigna- 
tion in  1882,  Wioabw  Warren  has  been  the  pieaideDt. 

Abont  the  year  18G3,  a  private  charitable  insti- 
tniion  was  eslahli.Hlinl  in  Dcdlium,  under  the  name 
of  the  Tem{)oriiry  Asylum  for  Discharged  Female 
Prisoners.  It  owed  itj>  origin  to  the  personal  efforts 
of  Hiss  Hannah  B.  Chiekering^  of  Oedbam,  a  lady 
of  hi^h  character  and  ability,  who  devoted  many 
years  of  her  life  to  the  welfare  of  prisoners  in  peniU 
and  reformatory  institutions,  and  who  was  fur  a  tioae 
a  nwnber  of  the  Prison  Ooamissioa  of  the  oobbiob- 
wealth.  During  tlie  bat  tea  years,  the  hnildingia, 
which  are  located  on  what  was  formerly  the  farm  of 
Oapt.  Eliphalet  Pond,  about  a  mile  south  of  the 
court-house  on  Washington  Street,  have  btxu  muoh 
enlarged  and  improved.  Tbeinaiittttion  is  supported 
by  the  donations  of  a  large  number  of  its  friends  in 
Bn-^toTi  and  vicinity,  and  by  an  annual  appiopriatioo 
from  the  Commonwealth. 

The  village  of  Oakdale,  in  East  Dedham,  was  begun 
about  the  year  1870.  The  land  waa  divided  into 
building  lots,  and  sold  by  Charles  C.  Sandoraoo  to 
parties  who  erected  the  dwelling-housis.  Mr.  San- 
derson also  erected  a  building  containing  a  public 
hall  and  a  atore.  The  aohool-houae  waa  built  in  1878, 
at  a  eost  <^  about  five  tbooeand  dolbia.  A  nuaHon 
Sunday-school  wa^  begun  here  June  8, 1873,  through 
the  interest  and  efforts^  of  tiiPrnheiN-  of  the  family  of 
Horatio  Cliickering,  who  belonged  to  the  Episcopal 
Chnreh.  Soon  after,  on  the  29th  of  the  aame  month, 
public  services  of  the  Episcopal  Chuteh  Were  began 
in  Sanderson  Hall,  and  for  three  years  they  were 
conducted  by  lay-readers.  In  1874  Mr.  Chickering 
purchajMid  a  lot  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  ehureh.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1876,  but  he 
made  provision  in  hia  will  for  the  erection  of  the 
church,  which  was  consecrated  Nov.  2.  1S76  The 
arohit«otare  of  this  ohurob  is  attractive  and  appro- 
priate and  in  it  have  been  phMsed  memorfid  wiodown 
in  nemoiy  of  Mr.  CbielEariiig  and  hw  liBtan,  Mn. 
D.  F.  Adaaa  andMiis  H.  B.  Ohtekering.  Tho  Bov. 
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Willbm  F.  Cbeney  beoune  the  tDiDUtor  in  obaig*  in 
August,  The  parish  wm  orgnntied  Kay  1* 

1877,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Church  of  the  Good  j 
Shepherd,"  and  the  R<"V.  Mr.  Cheney  was  chosen  ; 
rector,  which  office  be  contiuues  to  hold.    The  pariah 
WIS  admitted  into  union  with  the  eonveotion  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  the  diocese  of  Massaobosetts, 
in  3Iaj,  1 878.    Besides  the  liberal  gift*  of  the  church 
and  land  by  Mr.  Chickeriog,  the  parish  has  received,  j 
or  b  entitled  to  receive,  other  bequests  froia  bis 
widow,  tiM  hi(e  Mrs.  Lnoj  Lee  Chiekering,  and  from 
his  sisters. 

Between  tTi"  v-ars  1870  and  1875,  a  small  number 
of  bouses  was  built  upoo  lands  owned  and  divided 
iirto  lots  bj  AtoiMo  B.  Wentwordi,  about «  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  the  oonit-bioiise  on  Washington  Street, 

and  along  the  line  of  the  New  York  and  New  Eog-  ; 
land  Railroad.  It  lias  a  po8t-r>fli'"  Mud  railway  ■ 
ttatioQ,  and  tbet>u  arc  kuowu  bj  the  uuaie  ul  Islington.  | 
x\  In  1882,  a  Congregaticnisl  Chnroh  was  gathered  | 
hero,  having  for  its  psstor  the  Bev.  C.  B.  Smith,  of  i 
Medford.  In  the  .«atnc  year  a  ptikiII  hut  ta>t(  ful 
church  was  erected  for  this  society  at  the  junclioo  of 
East  and  Washington  Streets. 

b  1875,  a  new  sbhool>hoase  ibr  the  Colbnm 
Sebool  at  West  Dedham,  with  a  hall  on  the  third 
floor,  was  built  by  the  town  at  a  cost  of  about  twelve 
thoiuand  five  hundred  dollars.  This  is  one  of  the 
btst  Bohoel-hoaaes  of  the  town,  and  is  an  example  of  , 
the  great  ndvaoioeaMnt  made  in  sehool  arebiteotnre 
daring  the  last  twenty-five  years. 

Tile  neeessity  for  a  new  cemetery  had  been  appar-  . 
ent  for  many  years,  and  in  1876  the  town  appointed 
aoomnttttee  to  oonsider  and  report  what  notion  dionld 
be  taken  concerning  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  traet 
of  land  fur  that  purpasc.  The  majority  of  tliut  com- 
mittee made  a  report  recommending  the  purchase  of 
a  tract  coataioing  about  forty-three  and  one-half 
sen^  bonndod  by  Hodier  Brook,  East  and  Harmd 
Stitsta.  At  the  April  meeting,  1877,  this  report 
was  presented  and  recommitted,  with  iustnictiotis  to 
obtain  the  prices  of  the  lands.  At  an  adjourned 
meeting,  held  April  16th,  the  oaBBittee  reported, 
neoBmending  the  pnrehsse  of  a  portion  of  the  huids. 
The  town  voted  to  adopt  the  rocnmiuendotion  by  one 
majority,  and  then  reconsidered  tlie  vote.  At  another 
adjottmed  meeting,  it  was  voted  not  to  purchase  said 
iandi,  and  aaoAer  eommittee  was  appointsd.  That 
oonmittee  made  a  printed  report  at  a  meeting  held 
Oct  "^0  1^77,  but  not  rccomiuondinf;  any  particular 
be  It  was  then  voted  to  purehuse  thirty-nine  acres, 
more  or  less,  oi  the  lands  reoommeodcd  by  the  former 
somnittee,  and  a  sam  not  emeedtng  twelfe  tboosand 


ddlam  appropriated  fbr  the  purpose.  The  hnd  was 
pnrebased  andrproosedings  taken  to  perfbet  tbe  title  to 
a  portion,  the  reversion  of  which  belonged  to  Harvard 
College  under  Statute  1877,  Chapter  99.  A  tope- 
graphical  plan  was  made  by  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Bowditch, 
landscape  gardener,  of  the  whole  tmet  The  name 
given  by  tbe  town  was  "  Brookdale  Oemsteny."  The 
care  and  control  of  the  cemetery  was  piven  to  three 
commissioners  appointed  annually  by  the  selectmen. 
A  receiving-tomb  was  built,  a  portion  of  the  lend 
giadsd,  and  bfes  isid  out.  In  1880  the  town  set  apart 
a  portion  of  the  cemetery  for  the  exdoslTt  ISO  of  such 
Roman  Catholic  rcsidetiLs  of  Dedham  as  may  purchase 
lots  therein.  The  expense  of  improving  this  beauti* 
oemeteryhss  thns  ftr  been  met  by  the  sale  of  hits, 
and,  notmthatanding  the  difiereooes  of  opinion  whieh 
existed  respecting  its  purchase,  the  pf'ople  (>f  the  town 
quite  generally  have  n  feeltnir  of  pride  und  .sati.sfaction 
in  tlie  possession  of  a  rural  cemetery  so  attractive  and 

socsmible. 

It  was  not  until  April,  1878,  that  the  town  adopted 

a  common  seal.  Tt  was  then  voted  that  the  town 
hereby  udopt.s  and  establisbes  a  oommou  seal,  with 
the  following  device,  to  wit:  In  the  esntra  of  the 
foregronnd  s  shield,  upon  whieh  is  inseiibed  the  rep- 
resentation of  an  ancient  oak  ;  nn  the  right  of  the 
background,  the  representation  of  a  factory  huildtnj^ ; 
on  the  left,  tbe  implements  of  agriculture ;  above,  the 
sword  and  seaiss  of  jnsUoe ;  and  beneath,  in  a  seroll, 
the  motto,  Contentment;  in  the  upper  semicircle 
of  the  border.  TnK  TiiU'N  of  PRnn.wi,  and  in  the 
lower  seuiicircie,  Plamatiov  bkoi;n  1635,  Incok- 
PORATED  l(i3G;  aud  that  said  common  seal,  when 
eieouted,  remain  in  the  imstody  of  the  town  derk." 

This  design  originated  with  a  member  of  the  Ded> 
ham  Historical  Society,  who  firtit  suhmiltod  it  to  a 
committee  of  that  society  appointed  for  tbe  purpose, 
and  it  having  reoeived  the  approval  of  the  society,  it 
was  presented  to  the  town  for  adoption.  The  design 
and  seal  were  made  by  Henry  Mitchell,  of  Boston. 

The  oak  npon  the  shield  was  intendi  i)  to  rcpre.«ent 
tbe  Avery  oak,  a  well-known  landmark,  aud  one  of 
the  ori^nal  ibro8t>treee  of  the  town.  Tbe  mill  and 
the  implOBBAnts  of  agriculture  signify  that  Dedham  h 
both  a  manufacturing  and  an  agricultural  town.  The 
scales  and  sword,  signify  that  Dedham  is  the  m^at  of 
justice,  where  the  laws  are  administered  and  executed. 
The  motto— Ck»NTiiiTinHT-'is  the  name  firit  given 
to  the  settlement.  The  legend  in  the  border  gives  the 
date  wlirn  the  nc-nora!  Court  first  ordered  the  plants- 
tiou,  and  also  the  date  of  the  grant  giving  the  i>ettle- 
ment  tbo  name  of  Dedham,  which  properly  may  be 
termed  its  iaooiporation. 
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HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Hon  Au  liuCorj  of  Dedhan  veMlics  itt  oatunl  I 
ooDclusioD.   Id  tha  retToapeet  of  nearij  two  huwlfed  | 

and  fifty  years,  we  have  endeavored  to  trace  the  ! 
traositions  which  have  taken  place  from  one  period 
to  aootber.  The  most  impressive  fact  of  history  is 
tlio  naoocad  and  padaol  cbaoge  whidi  ia  oomtantly  i 
in  opentioD.  Probably  there  are  few  oommaDities 
which  hnve  experipnoed  loss  changos  than  the  people 
of  Dedham  sinoe  the  time  of  its  settlement.  They 
baYa  bean  nmarkaUe  for  tbo  •tabilitj  of  ibair  ebar- 
B0lar>  For  nearly  two  oentniiaa  they  were  aaainly 
sturdy  farmers,  well  informed  in  pablio  affairs,  jealous 
of  encrnnchmcnt  upon  their  political  rt2ht«,  ready  to 
maiut^iiu  their  opinions,  and  unfriendly  to  innova- 
liona.  Whila,  during  tbe  laal  hair-oantnrjr,  theae 
obarMteriMiea  1i«to  baan  giadaaily  modified  by 
changes  of  occnpattons  nnd  a  wider  intorcnnrse  with 
men,  still  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  spirit  wliich 
animated  the  fathers  has  not  in  some  degree  descended 
to  tha  children.  Many  of  the  old  fiunittea  have 
aulirdly  dinppeared  and  are  now  diaamraaring.  Not 
many  new  ones  have  permanently  occupied  thoir 
places  since  the  be^innio^^  of  the  present  century. 
Tbe  greatait  ohaoga  in  (be  iobabitantB  baa  donbtteaa 
been  aftetod  by  tbe  eaublisbmeot  of  tbe  wooleo-nilb 
at  East  DtMlham,  where  the  operatives  live  only 
for  a  time  and  then  make  room  for  others.  But 
Dunierically  these  constitute  a  considerable  proportion 
of  tba  inliabilante.  The  local  businets  of  Dedbam, 
cxeapl  in  tbo  woolen-mills,  baa  anbatantially  paaaed 
away.  The  sessions  of  the  eonrts.  and  the  transaction 
of  other  public  business  at  the  shire-town  of  the 
county,  still  bring  people  to  Dedham  from  elsewhere. 
Bat  theae  oomo  by  one  nilway  train  only  to  leave 
by  the  next  departing  train.  The  hotels,  once  the 
centres  of  social  life  and  gfiyoty.  havo  disappeared. 
Dedham  village  is  mainly  a  place  of  reeideaoe  for 
tboaa  whoBB  baainaNt  la  tn  Beaton.  Tbcaa  eonMitiile 
tho  main  body  of  ita  moat  vaload  eitiaena,  and  npon 
them  and  upon  the  interest  which  they  may  take  in 
its  local  nffnirs,  must  chiefly  depend  its  future  char- 
acter and  prosperity.  Dedbam  has  become  simply  a 
aubnrban  town  in  the  immedbte  Tidnity  of  the  great 
oity  of  Boston.  It  should  be  the  effort  of  its  people 
to  make  it  a  desirable  place  of  residence  for  idl  who 
may  come  there  to  live,  by  actively  maintaining  its 
churches,  its  schools,  its  public  library,  and  other 
|inl>lic  inaUtationa,  iia  moral  and  aooUl  ofaaraoter,  its 
local  town  government,  and  every  undertaking  made 
to  alavate  or  alleviate  tho  condition  of  ita  people. 


BIOGRAPUIOAL  SK£'iCU£.S. 


JOHK  BULLARD. 

Thia  branch  of  (he  Ballard  family  traces  ita  Ml> 
cestry  in  this  country  tu  William  BuUard.  wlio  was 
probably  tho  oldest  Puriua  of  tbe  name  who  isetcled 
in  New  EngUnd.  He  was  born  io  1594  and  arrived 
here  in  1636,  and  ii  apoken  of  as  a  man  of  AMrmo- 
ter  and  consideration,"  and  a  "  distinguislied  Ptiii> 
tan."  He  probably  first  settled  in  Wntertown.  and 
subsequentJy  became  one  of  the  planters  of  Dedham. 
Ho  waa  the  lifty-tbird  signer  of  bar  aooial  compact, 
and  la  (bund  among  the  first  to  whom  bar  ktida  w«t« 
assigned,  and  on  vrboiu  tr^r  ~  were  imposod.  The 
line  of  dem*ent  i.s  a.<<  fnllows;  William  (1),  Tsaac  ''2'). 
William  (3  ;,  Uaac  (4),  Isaac  (5),  John  (6),  William 
(7).  Inac  (2)  waa  cntarod  on  the  reocnda  of  Ded* 
ham  in  1661,  and  in  1652  and  1663  was  Uxed 
above  the  averatjc  of  her  citisens.  He  innrried  Ann 
Wight  in  IG.'jD,  and  resided  in  Dodhain.  Williaau 
(3)  Hvetl  upon  the  prc^ut  BuUard  homestead  in 
Dedbam,  and  in  169T  married  Blinabotb  Afory.  He 
was  spoken  of  as  "an  insatiate  kfTcr  of  real  esute," 
and  carefully  preserved  ancient  papers.  He  owned 
lands  in  Dedham,  Waipole,  Sutton,  Upton,  Sherbora 
Dividends  (Douglass),  Natick,  and  Cbarlestown,  aod 
waa  one  of  tbe  great  landowners  of  the  colony. 

laaac  (4)  was  a  coroner,  and  received  in  1731 
from  his  father,  William,  a  deed  of  the  homestead  in 
Dedham.  He  married  Mary  Dean  in  1731-32. 
Isaac  (5)  waa  bom  Jaly  10, 1744,  married  Fatienoe 
Baker  in  1766,  aod  died  June  18,  1808.  He  in* 
herited  the  ancient  homestend,  and  erected  in  1787 
a  hou.-se  (near  tiie  site  of  the  oriu'inal  otic  I  which 
gave  place  in  to  the  present  stone-house. 

He  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  ataiiing  wortb, 
inucli  eniployed  in  the  traoaactioil  of  pttUic  bosinesa, 
being  often  placed  on  impor'nn'  conimittee!"  with  hi? 
friend  and  neighbor,  Fisher  Ames.  He  long  served 
the  aneieot  church  of  Dedbam  as  deacon,  and  waa 
for  many  yeais  remmed  a  reprsseotatiTo  to  tiie  Oci»< 

eral  Court,  and  aaOttally  deoted  treasurer  of  Norfolk 
County  from  its  organiution  in  1793  nntU  hia  death 

in  1808. 

John  (6),  whose  portTMt  acoompaniea  thia  memoir, 
I  waa  bom  in  Dedbam,  Jan.  0,  1773,  married  haef 

I  Richards  in  1802,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1852.  He  in- 
j  herited  tbe  Bullard  mansion  in  Dedham.  and  suc- 
ceeded bis  father  in  the  regard  aod  confidence  of  tbe 
dtiaena  of  Norfollc  County,  manifested  in  bis  deetioB 
to  tba  office  of  county  tnasnmr  on  the  death  of  bia 
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fat^>:r  ;  and  s-i  ncpoptnhle  were  his  services,  nnd  so  , 
bighlji  was  be  e>ite<.-uied  na  »  tuan,  ibat  amidst  all  the 
tioloDM  of  idiipoiii  ibd  politiial  fedbg,  mttd  the 
AuBg»  of  oflioa,  be  wa§,  by  tbe  aDnnal  wmet  «f  the 
eoaotj,  coDtinaed  in  this  respunsible  pontioD  from 
1«08  to  1852,  a  period  of  forty-four  year*  ,  father 
and  SOD  hariog  held  tbe  office  fifty-oioe  years,  from 
t1i«  iDonpoiation  of  the  oonoty  to  1862.   He  wu  i 
nivoiMlly  fltteeued,  ond  hia  death  was  a  public  loes 
His  children  were  Maria,  born  May  4,  1803,  married 
H.  F.  Spear.  M.  D.,  resided  in  Pedhain  uud  Brook-  j 
Ijo,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  loti3 ;  John,  burn  Jan.  2, 
180T,  married  Jane  E.  HeKilliip,  naided  in  Brook- 
lyn. N.  Y.,  tod  died  Jan.  13, 1881 ;  Lewis,  burn  Aug. 
13,  1810,  an  iron  aii'i  stct  l  uit  rchant  in  Boston,  died 
AprU  13,  1881 ;  aud  William,  born  April  20,  1816, 
■uiied,  io  1841,  Mary  B.  Henderson,  died  Sept.  28, 
167». 

John  uid  William  carried  on  together  a  sucoeRsfol 
bomness  in  hides  and  leather  in  Nfw  York  City  ; 
William  returned  to  Dcdham  in  1856,  and  thereafter 
took  an  nettTe  intenot  io  ite  bonkiiq;  ioititntioni  and 
in  the  inproTemrant  of  tbe  town.  To  his  efforts,  with  | 
those  of  oiher»,  it  is  indebted  fur  (ha  "Memorial 
Hall"  and  the  npp*  r  or    cart  bridge. 

William  only  of  thia  generation  had  children,  who 
are  Wm.  M.,  born  Jan.  18,  1842;  John  S.,  born 
March  3.  1S1(]  ;  Lewis  H.,  bom  Deo.  21, 1848,  nnd 
Huy,  bom  Feb.  18, 18b6. 


factnring  Company,  on  Milton  Street,  to  which  he 
made  large  additions  and  improved  machinery,  and 
began  again  tbe  mannfhotim  of  woolen*  on  bb  own 
His  inooeai  varied  with  tbe  timea.  In 


1872,  owitii:  to  his  advanwd  a[r«  and  the  depression 
of  tlie  wooU'u  bu^irirss,  he  waij  induced  to  sell  lii.s  mill 
tu  Mr.  iianiiug.  aud  retired  from  bueiiuetMs  with  hi^ 
fortnne  UMteriaily  redneed. 

Mr.  Barrows  lu  iri  i-  1  ulyio  life,  Mre.  Eliiiibetb 
lioeworth,  uf  Halifax,  Mhss.,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  latter 
only  are'  living, — Elisabeth,  wife  of  Col.  Slooe,  of 
Dedbiun,  and  Saiab,  wife  of  C.  H.  HiUar,<tf  Jamaiea 

Plain. 

Mr.  Barrows  was  one  of  the  many  in^tAooes  of  a 
poor  lad  acquiring  wealth  and  high  social  positio 
throogb  a  long  eontie  of  bononUe  toil. 


THOMAS  BARROWH. 


Mr.  Barrows  wab  burn  in  Middle buro',  Plymouth 
Go.,  m  the  year  179S.  In  his  youth  be  lived  at 
hanw,  awating  bk  frtber  in  the  enltivalion  of  bia 

farm  until  1812,  when  he  entered  a  i  otton-mill  as  an 
operatiTe,  wh«>re  bp  cntitiimed  for  twu  y  ars.  From 
there  he  went  to  Wfciiihaui,  iu  this  oouuty,  where 
be  engaged  in  tbe  aame  oapadty  for  a  time,  fkom 
whence  he  was  called  back  to  hia  native  town  to  take 
the  superintendence  of  the  mill  in  which  he  first 
coniueuced  his  labors.  Hero  he  remained  fire  yetini, 
and  than  took  diarge  of  a  mill  in  Halifax,  Ma^., 
nniil  hU  removal  to  Dadbam,  in  1825,  to  act  aa 
agent  of  Beojamio  BusHey  and  George  H.  Kuhn,  in 
the  manafacture  of  broadcloths.  In  1H12  the 
luiliH  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Kdmuuds.  In 
1847,  Gardner  Cblby  beeanm  a  partner  with  Ed- 
iranday  Mr.  Banowa  conUnaing  bia  poaitiim  as  agent 
ap  to  1864,  when  he  retired,  and  tlio  mills  were  sold 
to  the  Mercli.uitfc"  WdoIcd  <',niij)any.  .Soon  after  Mr. 
Barrows  puruiia^ed  lue  mui  uf  the  Nurfoik  Mauu- 


RBV.  SAUnBL  BlUZBR  BABCOCK,  D.D. 

Samuel  Brazer  Baboook  waa  the  eon  of  Mr.  Samnel 

Howe  Babcoi'k,  and  was  horn  in  Bonton.  Sept.  17, 
A.D.  1S07.  I J  is  curly  education  was  eomnu'nced  at 
the  auadciuy  iti  Miltou,  but  atlerwuniii  completed  in 
the  English  High  Sehool  in  Boaton.  He  waa  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  class  of  1821,  and  officiated  as  chap- 
lain at  the  §emi-ccntcnnial  celebration.  He  pursued 
his  classical  studies  at  Claremont,  N.  II.,  under  the 
Rev.  James  B.  Howe,  tbe  father  of  the  present  Bishop 
of  South  Carolina. 

He  cntt  red  Harvard  T^iiversity  iu  l^l'G,  and  L'rad- 
uati  d  in  Fie  pursued  his  theological  studies 

at  first  under  the  llev.  Alooio  Potter,  then  the  rector 
of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Chnrob  in  Boaton,  and  after- 
waid  oompleted  the  aame  in  the  Epiaoopal  TimHogi- 
cal  Seminary  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  In  1832  he  was 
ordained  a  deacon  by  Bishop  Ori^wold.  Purin*;  that 
year  he  first  came  to  reside  in  Dedliaui.  On  the  i^th 
day  of  Oetoher  of  the  aame  year  be  waa  married  to 
Miss  Kmmeline  Foxcroft,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Fvan- 
ci»  AugUf*tu.->  Foxeroft,  of  Boston.  She  wn^  a  woman 
of  refined  tusic  and  excellent  judgment,  and  proved  to 
be  a  trae  and  valoable  helper  to  him  through  bis  long 
and  ardoona  minlatry,  not  only  in  domaatio  and  aooial 
life,  but  uUo  in  the  discharge  of  his  parish  dutifla. 
By  her  kindness  of  heart  and  geutleoess  of  manner, 
and  her  many  charitable  ministrations  to  the  desti- 
into  and  afflioled,  ahe  well  daaerved  the  epitaph  ia- 
aeribod  upon  the  monument  under  the  afaadow  of  tho 
church  .'^he  so  much  loved, — "  When  the  ear  heard 
'  her  then  it  blessed  Iter,  and  when  the  eye  saw  her  it 
I  gave  witoebh  tu  licr,  buuause  she  delivered  the  poor 
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that  cried,  the  fiktliMrlMB|  aod  thoM  who  had  none  to  anion^  his  beloved  people  liu';  :1  i  prosperity  was 
help  tbem."  ,  not  permitted  to  continue.    He  was  tiooD  to  meet  a 

In  1833  h«  mt  adTuioMl  to  cbo  prteathood,  atid  new  and  tavaia  trial  of  his  lUdi. 
appean  in  the  CooTentioo  aa  miaiatcr  <^  St.  Panl'B      Oa  a  cold  Sandaj  morning  in  December,  1856,  the 

Church,  Dedhani,  but  does  not  report  himself  as    beautiful  church  be  to  muoh  loved  Sttddealj  diBap- 

rector  until  the  Convention  of  In  principle  he    peared  in  fiamefl. 

was  a  stanch  churchman,  but  ho  was  trulj  catholic  in  i  But  tho  faithful  servant  of  God  did  not  yield  to 
spirit    Hia  habitnal  ebeerfblnees  of  spirit  and  kind*  \  (fisoouragenieiit.    On  that  lanie  Snnday  moroiog, 


linesa  of  manner  made  him  emiMntly  aneoefififul  in 

his  visitatious  to  the  sk-k  atnl  sorrowful.  Tn  liif  jmiI- 
pit  ministruiiotii^  he  did  not  present  the  gt)«i]>el  truths 
in  forms  of  gloom.  Uc  taught  no  hopeless  reproba- 
tkm  of  the  sinner.   If  he  showed  him  the  anonnity 

of  his  guilt,  he  also  pointed  out  a  sure  way  of  escape 
thronph  the  rt'thnnfitum  of  Josns  Chri^f.  BcHcvin^^ 
in  the  holy  Scriptures  as  the  word  of  God,  and  acoept- 


whilo  the  flames  were  consuming  the  ehurah,  he 

c'('lcl)ntt<'f],  ill  another  pinee  tpmpnTarily  prppnrpd  for 
the  purpose,  the  holy  communion,  to  strengthen  the 
souls  and  encourage  the  hearts  of  hie  sorrowful 
parishioners. 

When  the  time  for  action  arrived  he  was  ready, 

heart  nnd  hand,  (naif!  in  nn'siin^  TiiMns  fur  reljuildlrjrr 
the  sanctuary.    Ho  was  alwayH  full  of  hope,  and  he 


ing  the  creed  of  the  diureh  as  its  sore  warranty,  he  I  never  doubted  the  soeoess  of  the  enterprise.   By  bis 


induced  in  no  vain  speculations.  With  the  whole 

rinoerity  of  his  nature  he  himself  rested,  and  he 
taught  hit;  people  to  re!«t,  in  the  grand  simpUflity  of 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

In  1883,  when  he  Hmt  toolc  full  eharge  of  the 
parish,  all  \te  ufhiirH  wt>re  in  a  nir«t  unpromising 
condition.  Tlie  old  church  building  itself  hardly 
presented  decent  acoommodation.s  for  the  proper 
celebration  of  divine  service.  The  parishioners  were 
few  in  mtmher,  and  had  not  been  aoenstomed  to  de- 
vote much  of  their  worldly  wealth  towards  the  support 
of  the  church;  in  faet.  pvcrything,  both  temporal 
and  spiritual,  had  fallen  into  a  most  lanicuutble 


own  fidth  and  seal,  and  the  enei^  and  liberaHty  of 

his  parishioners,  the  sorrow  for  the  loM  of  thefiwmer 
church  wtif  soon  changed  to  joy 

In  its  place  there  arose  a  new  fire-proof  stooe 
ehnreh  of  mneh  larger  dimensions.  Tliis  ehnrdi, 
when  the  tower  WSS  Aoinhcd  and  the  .-|>ire  erected  in 
1S);9,  coat  over  thirty  thousand  dolUlS.  Itwudnlj 
consecrated  June  17.  a.d.  18.58. 

After  this  time,  during  the  remainder  of  his  min- 
istry, his  life  seemed  to  he  almost  entirely  /ree  /rom 
trouble  and  anxiety. 

?i iiTietiniC!'  the  indications  of  failint;  health  adinon- 
isiied  him  of  the  necessity  of  temporary  relief  from 


condition,  and  to  all  hnman  appearmioe  everything  bis  pastoral  labors,  bat  the  interests  of  his  cluvch 
looked  ^urk  and  disoonr^ing.   But  he,  by  his  I  continued  to  flourish,  and  he  enjoyed  the  stusng  and 


cheerful  disposition  and  his  patient  and  untiring  undivided  affection  of  his  people.  He  had  calls  to 
energy,  sradually  taught  his  people  to  hope  for  i  other  fields  of  labor,  hut  he  chose  rather  to  remain 
better  things.  Under  his  wise  management  his  iu  the  pariah  be  so  much  loved,  and  among  the  people 
parish  inornsed  in  stalnlity  and  influenoe  year  by  '  with  whom  he  had  so  long  dwdt.  So  great  wss  hie 
year.  This  growth  continued  to  increase  till  in  1845  attachment  to  tbis,htS  only  parish,  that  he  was  never 
he  induced  liis  dlil  piiri-^hioiiers.  :itid  many  new  oneH  ,  willing  to  spend  his  vacation,  where  he  cuiild  not 
who  had  become  members  during  his  ministry,  to  ^  readily  answer  any  call  for  his  pajstoral  services, 
make  liberal  subscriptions  for  the  erection  of  a  new  '  Thus  he  continued  to  grow  in  the  lovo  and  revor- 
eburoh,  and  with  the  valuable  aid  which  he  obtained  |  enoe  of  his  own  people,  and  the  high  estimation  of 

all  who  knew  him. 

Hi-^  influcnec  was  hy  no  mmins  confined  to  the 
limits  of  his  own  pari.sh.  He  did  much  for  the 
educational  intereata  of  the  town  of  0edham.  He 
was  for  a  long  time  an  aetive  and  inlluantial  member 
of  the  school  committee,  and  was  chairmatt  of  the 
board  when  the  hi'jh  school  was  estahlishod. 

He  was  thu  luoul  active  and  intluenliai  agent  in 
establishing  the  parishes  at  Wtenthaa  and  Hyde 


from  churchmen  outside  of  his  own  parish  he  suc- 
c<>edcd  in  raisinL*  «nfficicnt  funds  to  huild  a  new  and 
beautiful  church,  costing  over  seven  thou.'^aiid  d(41ar8. 
By  the  eontribntlons  of  fitends  and  the  timely  aid  of 
the  faithfbl  women  of  hia  parish  the  diureh  wss  duly 
fiimished.  It  was  consecrated  Jan.  15,  1846.  He 
now  eocmed  to  hare  reached  the  result  fur  which  he 
had  prayed  and  labored  for  so  many  years,  and  his 
heart  was  satisfted. 


For  upwards  of  ten  years  afterward  the  temporal  |  Park,  and  devoted  much  time  and  labor  towardb  the 

and  spiritual  interc?t<  of  hif!  parish  were  in  a  pros-    accomplishment  of  the  work. 

perous  oooditiou,  and  he  lived  and  labored  joyously  '     U«  was  four  years  seor^ry  of  the  Diocesan  Board 
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of  Miniona ;  nineteen  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  the  ninth  of  eleven  children,  and  was  bom  in  Ware- 
Diocesan  Convention,  and  was  president  of  the  Stand-  j  ham,  April  1, 17f<t  The  homestead  which  dnseended 
iog  Comouitee  from  1868  to  1873,  the  time  of  his  from  Kbenezer  ot  tiiu  ibird  generation  still  belongs 
imA.  H«  was  apediUj  intewted  in  the  Sodety  for  to  tbe  bmily,  as  it  ilao  the  one  irith  the  {Mtriaiehil 
the  Belief  of  Aged  «ad  Indigent  Clergymen  of  the  eetate  of  the  Pilgrim  Thomaa,  in  Bandwieh.  The 
Diocese,  and  sfwred  no  efforts  to  enforcn  apon  eharcb-  parents  of  Dr.  Bur£:e<55;,  no  hm  than  remoter  ancrstors, 
•eo  the  claitoH  t)f  tliLs  excellent  charity.  |  pt^sti^sed  to  a  marked  degree  the  better  trait^i  and 
fie  was  for  many  years  a  meutbcr  of  the  General  habits  of  early  New  England,  as  r^ards  piety,  indus- 
Boaid  of  Mianou  ftooi  Hanaehnsetts,  and  twiee  a  try,  thrifty  and  pnblio  q»irit.   At  the  home  in  War*' 


delegate  to  the  Gknaral  C  invt  niion. 

Id  1870  he  received  the  Jeirree  of  Doctor  nf 
Dirinity  from  Columbia  College,  New  York,  and  the 
mme  year  the  same  iegno  inm  Qrinrald  College, 
Iowa. 

Three  year*  aflerward,  on  a  pleasant  autumnal 
Monday  morning,  he  went  into  the  city,  apparently 
la  his  uaaal  health,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  clergy, 


ham  infinedeea  were  peculiarly  suited  to  the  enltiTaf 

tion  of  reven'ncp,  tnithfuincss,  self-restraint,  energy, 
and  metbodiittil  ways.  Domestic  worship,  moroiDg 
and  ereoiDg,  was  a  Uuly  ba&twad  ■eaiow,  and  llie 
Sahbath,  atriody  kept,  was  a  day  of  elevated  fdigjoos 

enjoyment.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  (April  24, 
1808)  Dt,  Biinrcss  publicly  expressed  the  hope  that 
he  had  been  savingly  renewed,  made  profession  of 


and,  while,  drafting  a  reaolntion,  he  was  aoddenly  |  Mth  in  Chriat^  and  entered  into  fidhmahip  with  the 

Miaed  by  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  from  the  effeots  of  |  ohunsh  of  his  fathers. 

which  he  Jit  'l  iu  Boston,  Oct.  25,  A.D.  1ST3.  His  fifteentli  vear  found  him  master  of  a  crrammar 

His  remains  were  brought  to  Dcdham,  and  in  the  ^  school  in  his  native  town  ;  and  eutertug  Uruwu  Uni- 
AueoeeUiug  week,  in  the  presence  of  bis  family  rela-  ,  verttity  a  year  in  advance,  he  graduated  (I80i))  with 
tivea  and  hia  many  ftiends,  were  quietly  laid  to  rest  |  honor.  Tbongh  among  the  younger  members,  ho 
where  he  had  always  desired  tobo— 'Vnder  the  shadow  was  inferior  to  none  of  them  in  propriety  of  eonduet, 
of  Vi-  own  oborebt  and  near  the  grave  of  the  sainted 
Griswold. 

Thns  ended  the  oompaiattTely  long  and  tuflfn)  life 
of  ooe  who  waa  dialingnialied,  not  aa  a  oeMational  or  j  was  ohoaen  prindpal  of  the  UoiTereity  Onunmar 
lOpolar  pn!nehar,batas  an  earnest,  devoted  Christian 
miniHter.  who  was  found  faithful  even  unto  death, 
and  who  now  inherits  the  unfading  crown  of  an 


diligence  in  study,  or  extent  of  attainmenti^.'  and  was 
by  all  regarded  as  among  the  very  first  in  the  class 
for  scholarship.    Immediately  upon  <rnMlnatioQ  bo 


fiBT.  XBBKBZBR  BURGESS, 
sv  asT.  A.  c  TaoanoK. 
Thomas  "Bvrgm  and  Borothy,  hia  trnft,  of  Pilgrim 


School.  From  the  year  1811  to  1813  he  was  a  tutor 
in  the  eolIei:e.  After  spenditiL^  mmw  fitne  in  theolog* 
ical  study  with  Dr.  Emmons,  at  Frauklin,  he  entered 
the  Middle  daas  of  the  Andover  Theologieal  Semi* 
nary,  and  graduated  in  1815.  His  only  surviving 
classmate,  the  Rev.  Hermjin  Hiilfpy.  now  1884) 
I  ninety-one  years  of  age,  writes  with  Win  uwu  hand: 
"  In  scholarship  he  was  accounted  the  leading  mem- 
her  of  bis  daas;  hia  ohameter  aa  a  ChriaUan  waa  of 
the  higher  type;  as  a  man,  modest  and  dignified;  as 
a  companioii,  amiable,  unpretending,  eourteona,  gen> 
erous." 

Having  oompleted  hia  atndiei  at  Andover,  be  beeana 


memory,  who  arrived  at  Salem,  Hasa.,  aboot  the  year 

ICoO,  afterwards  removed  within  the  limits  of  Ply- 
mouth Colony,  and  were  among  the  original  members 
of  the  dmrA  ftimad  at  Saodwleb  in  1C88>  Thomas 

BnrgsoB  was  n  prominent  man  in  that  place,  becoming  I  ProleaBor  of  HathamatioB  and  Natural  Phileaophy  la 

a  large  landholder,  filling  various  offices,  being  in  his  (he  Univemty  of  Vermont.    That  was  the  period  of 

later  yrars  called  Goodman   Bursjess.  and  dying  in  rf^ortranizatinn  of  tli«»  TTniventity.    It  had  been  closed, 

16ti5,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.     His  descendants  and  the  buildings  bad  been  occupied  by  our  general 

nnmber  at  the  present  time  several  tbouaanda,  and  government  during  the  war  of  1812-lft  with  Qieat 

are  scattered  throughout  the  country  from  Maine  to  Britain.   A  rival  institution  bad,  in  the  mean  time, 

California.    In  .-time  branches  of  the  family  the  name  diverted  to  itself  the  current  of  Rtndenf«i ;  political 

has  been  gradually  changed  into  Barghess,  Barges,  intritrne.<«  hindered  resuscitation  ;  and  afler  two  years 


Botgis,  Borgia,  Burge,  and  Borg. 

The  Rev.  Sbenaar  Burgaas,  who  belonged  to  tbe 
aiath  ganeradon  from  the  forenamcd  Thomas,  was  tbe 
iOB  of  Prinoe  Bnigaaa  and  Martha  CrowelL  He 


of  waiting  fur  prosperity  which  did  not  return  till 
eome  time  later,  Dr.  Borgeaa  waa  the  more  ready  to 


» MS.  Mtar  of  th*  lata  Rav.  Jaoab  Id«»  D.D.,  a 
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yield  to  solicitations  that  he  would  euter  upon  a  special  ; 
service  io  behalf  of  the  Americaa  ColoQizatioQ  Society. 
Samd  J.  Hilh,  who  had  heooim  ni  ageolt  of  that 
aoeietjr,  was  reqaested  to  enlist  lOfna  ona  as  an  asBo> 

ciate  in  visitinp  Siorru  Looni!  and  other  parts  of  the 
West  African  coast,  with  a  view  td  selecting  a  site  for 
a  colony  of  free  bluciis  from  the  United  States,  i 
<«WUl  yon  go,  Brother  Botgeas?"  wrote  Hilb  in 
1817.    "  Can  we  ongago  in  a  nobler  effort?    We  go 
to  make  free  men  of  glaves.    We  go  to  lay  tlie  Amn-  , 
dation  of  a  free  and  independent  empire  on  tlu'  coast 
of  poor  degraded  Africa.     Your  knowledge  of  the 
Spanish  langoage  may  anahie  yon  to  perform  moat 
important  services.   The  information  you  have  already  ; 
obtfiiiied  on  the  suhject  unJer  considL-ratitm  qualificu  ; 
you  to  be  eminently  useful  on  the  mission."  While 
ak  Andorer  ha  had  been  deqdy  btmated  in  behalf  of  ■ 
the  colored  raee,  and  a  seiiea  at  arUdea  from  his  pen 
had  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  Boston,  and  other  ; 
articles  elsewliere.    He  aeeepted  the  proposal.    The  ' 
two  men  received  their  commissions,  and  sailed  from  ! 

Pblladdphia,  Not.  17, 1817.  The  Toyage  was  mem- 1 
orable  for  every  signal  deliveranoe.  Baring  a  terri0c  ! 

storm  the  eaptaiii  ordered  the  mast*  to  be  cut  away,  j 
The  ship  drifted  helplessly  toward  a  ledge  of  rocks  | 
which  extended  both  ways  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
Maoh,  and  on  whidi  the  sea  was  dashing  fiirionsly. 
"  We  are  gone  §K  AS»  world  !'*  exclaimed  the  captain. 
Dr.  Burgess  went  on  deck,  where  the  crew,  in  con-  ' 
sternatiou  and  expecting  death  momentarily,  gathered 
round  bin,  and  he  commended  them  to  (he  meroj  of 
Almighty  God.   Fellow-paasengem  in  the  oabin  were 
at  the  same  time  engaged  in  cnriie^st  prayer.   The  ship 
on  comini?  within  a  few  rods  ot'  the  rocks  w;i5  caupht 
by  a  strong  current,  carried  into  deeper  water,  and  ^ 
bomealoognearlj  parallel  with  the  reef.  She  rounded  i 
the  western  extremity,  just  >.Taziii<:  on  a  shoal  of  sand,  : 
nnd  was  safe.    All  exclaimed,    It  is  the  work  of 
God !"  ; 

Arriving  in  Loodou,  the  two  commhssioDers  pre-  , 
seated  their  brtien  to  Zaehary  Haoanbty  (bther  of 
the  late  Lnd  Macaulay),  previously  Governor  of 
Sierra  Leone,  and  to  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Pratt  and 
Bickersteth,  secretaries  of  the  Church  Missiooary 
Society.  William  Wilherforee  also  reoeiTed  thmn 
oordially,  and  introduced  them  to  Lords  Bathnrat  and 
Gambler,  preparatory  to  their  introduction  to  His 
Koyal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  who  was  , 
president  of  the  African  Institution.  | 

The  required  information  having  been  obtained,  I 
and  other  preparations  made,  they  embarlced  for  | 
Afriea  Feb.  2,  1H18.    A  voya'^e  of  !«even  weeks 
brought  them  to  their  destioalioo,  where  letters  from  ' 


Lord  Bathurst,  Seorcfary  of  State  for  the  Colouie.s,  to 
the  Governor  and  other  officers  at  Sierra  Leone,  secured 
Ibr  then  dvUllaes  and  aaristauee.  The  two  agents 
having  made  needed  ezptoration  of  the  coast  for  more 

than  two  hundred  miles,  and  held  inteicourse  with 
native  chiefs,  embarked  May  22d  on  ihetr  homeward 
voyage.  Within  less  than  a  month  3IiUs  died  of 
a  palmooary  disease,  and  was  bnried  in  Ae  ocean. 
Betuniing  by  way  of  England,  Dr.  Burcres.s  arrived 
home  Oct.  22,  1818.  Tlie  report  of  tlie  explonition 
served  materially  to  couoeutrute  the  thought  and  en- 
courage the  anticipations  of  those  who  were  friendly 
to  African  coloniiation.  He  was  requested  to  auper> 
intend  the  establishment  of  that  colony  which  became 
the  Republic  of  Liberia  ;  but  his  heaUh  wa.s  impaired  ; 
the  effects  of  ao  African  malarial  fever  were  still  upon 
him,  and  he  had  other  duUes  in  view.  His  interest, 
however,  in  the  eanae  of  oolonisatioii  remained  with* 
out  abatement,  and  in  1827  the  managers"  Resolved, 
That  the  thanks  of  this  society  be  presented  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Burgess  for  his  oontioued  exertions  io  the 
eanae  of  thia  society.**  When  in  1839  the  eonatita' 
tion  was  ao  altered  as  to  admit  directors  fiw  Bft^  oo 
the  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars,  he  became  one. 
In  1646  he  w&n  uhuseu  a  vica-pre-Mdent  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Colonization  Society,  and  the  year  followiog 
ita  praaident,  in  place  of  Hon.  William  B.  Banister, 
deceased  ;  but  he  deelltied  on  the  ground  that  the 
office  sliould  be  filled  only  by  a  layman.  A  town  in 
Liberia  was  oamed  Milisburgh,  io  token  of  combiued 
nq»eet  for  llie  two  ttphnrsia. 

Some  months  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1619-20, 
Dr.  Burgess  spent  in  study  wiih  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward 
Dorr  Griffin,  nt  Newark,  N.  .).,  but  on  the  last  Sabbath 
of  July  in  the  last-named  year  he  commenced  supply- 
ing the  polpit  of  the  First  Churoh  in  Dedbam.  This 
church,  the  fourteenth  in  the  order  of  seniority  among 
cburelKS  organized  in  New  England,  was  instituted 
Nuv.  8,  1038.  There  had  been  a  soooession  of  six 
pastors,  five  of  whom  died  in  office,  and  one,  tbeo 
living,  the  Rev.  Joshua  Bates,  B.D.,  had,  eariy  in 
1818,  become  the  president  of  Middlebury  College. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year  the  pari.sb.  having  called 
a  minister  in  opposition  to  the  voice  of  a  minority  of 
the  ohurch,  the  latter,  by  a  deoiaion  of  the  Supreme 
Cbnrt,  lost  its  records  and  other  property.  A  new 
house  of  worsliip,  however,  was  ready  for  dedication 
at  the  close  of  181  J,  and  Dr.  Bttigcss  Was  installed 
pastor  March  14,  1821. 

During  the  forty  yeurs  of  his  scCive  mittistiy  in 
Dedbam  he  commanded,  with  great  uniforittity,  the 

re?peot  of  liLs  fellow-eitizens,  and  the  unwavering 
coofideuce  aad  defereatial  affection  of  bis  pari^ooers. 
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111  tile  pul|/it  lit-  WH.S  nUviiys  noticeably  r<*vcrpnt,  »nd 
there,  as  well  as  eliMiwhere,  his  devotional  ezercisi^ 
were  flknfltirbed  bj  approprMfinM,  wiety,  and 
frediseu.  Hk  MnnoiiB  nefer  failed  to  have  a  Inoid 
arrangement,  a  prtctiisil  aim,  and  well-considcred,  in- 
$itru(^tiT(>  material.  Mere  specaiation  and  imaginative 
fligbta  were  <}uite  foreign  to  hia  ideaa  of  what  is  best 
■oited  to  the  wants  of  a  eongregation,  oeedti^,  ai 
every  oompvgation  does,  to  be  bailt  np  in  a  6rm  and 
intelligent  apprehension  of  tlic  irreat  tnitlis  anJ  inUes 
of  the  evangelical  system.  Theologically  be  differed 
but  little  from  Jonathan  Edwards.  Among  the  Scrip- 
tare  dootrioea  untlbraitj  ioealoated,  and  alwaya  iu* 
plied  in  bis  diaooarses,  were  the  native  depravity  of 
the  human  heart,  the  conse^jucnt  nct-J  of  regenerating 
grace,  tbe  duty  of  immediate  repentance  and  faith  in 
the  atoning  sierififle  of  Jeans  Christ,  who  is  Ood 
mmifeat  in  tbe  fleth.  Tbe  days  of  tbe  Assembly's 
Catechism  were  not  then  numbered,  and  in  that  the 
young  were  faithfully  tanpht.  Nei<rhborhood  prayer- 
meetioga  were  not  anfrequently  held  ;  and  for  years  a 
week-day  aerviee,  with  preaching,  waa  maiotained  at 
Mill  Tillage.  Distaaoe,  darkness,  inetemeney  of 
weather  never  detained  him  from  any  (ifTicial  Jip- 
pointment.  Indeed,  biti  habits  of  pnnetuaiitj,  protupt- 
ness,  and  general  fidelity  were  of  a  marked  order. 

In  peitoral  labor  the  poor,  the  siek,  and  aflieted 
always  received  tender  and  faithful  ministrations,  and, 
where  tlx  n-  w:^  special  need,  were  ofton  thon^ht- 
fully  remeiubured  iu  the  way  of  temporal  aid.  The 
young  of  the  congregation,  whether  to  the  Sunday- 
eefaeol  or  not,  had  a  large  plaoe  in  bis  heart ;  and  in 
the  fbrm  of  little  books  or  otherwise,  they  oflen 
neeiTed  proofs  of  his  aflfectionate  thoughtfuln>>B5 
Dr.  Bargeos  took  great  pains  to  improve  the  service 
of  aoog  in  the  booae  of  the  Lord  by  his  eooourage- 
ment  of  singing-schools  year  after  year. 

Secular  oflucatiun  in  tlie  public  schools  enliMtiKj  lii^ 
intert-st.  He  was  the  first,  so  far  as  is  knnwn,  to  intro- 
duce into  New  England  the  infant  school  with  ttome- 
wbat  of  the  kiodoi^rten  element.  The  irst  tem- 
peiasoe  gathering  in  Dedham  waa  npon  bis  invita- 
tion, which  resulted  in  a  town  temperance  society 
duly  organized.  He  was  also  the  tii^t  in  the  place  to 
•nggpt  an  institnthm  Jbr  savings,  became  the  fint 
prcsidsne  of  the  iame  (May,  IBill),  and  eontinned 
in  office  till  his  death.  Perhaps  no  savings-bank  in 
the  State  has  been  more  wisely  and  fnithfully  admin- 
istered. In  the  year  ISliG,  Dr.  Burgess  built  at  his 
own  espenae  a  .<>pacioua  vestry  to  the  new  meeting- 
hona&*  During  his  Botive  ministiy  there  waa  soaroety 


>  WartbiagMii's  "RlitMy  ef  IMbwB,"  p.  US. 


'  a  Congregational  Church  formed,  or  a  house  of  wor- 
,  ship  baiit  in  the  vimoity,  to  wbioh  be  did  not  eoD« 
trymle  penonsl  and  peenniary  siHstanae.   In  aop- 
plying  the  famUiea  of  Norfolk  Connty  with  the  ffible 
be  took  a  prominent  part.    He  held  office  in  various 
[  local  benevolent  societies,  and  an  active  meml>er5hip 
I  in  several  that  were  natiooal.    It  would  not  be  easy 
I  to  redcoo  ap  the  ovmber  of  boxes  eontaintng  naefU 
and  valuable  articles  that  went  fVom  bis  house  for  the 
:ii<l  and  conafort  of  home  missinnarii^s  at  tlie  West. 

Wlicn  the  fortieth  year  of  his  pastorate  and  the 
seventietli  of  his  life  were  completed  (^1801;,  Dr. 
Bnrgeas  resigoed  official  responsibilitiee  and  aalary. 
At  tbe  onteat  of  his  minulry  the  average  Sabbath 
congregation  was  about  one  hundred.  In  the  church 
of  eighty  resident  members  there  was,  at  thai  time, 
not  one  young  nuui.  Qrowth,  however,  steady, 
healthful,  and  snbatantial,  took  plaee.  Five  or  mora 
seasons  of  marked  rdigtoos  interest  occurred.  One 
of  these  was  in  the  year  after  his  ordination,  when 
fiily-iwo  momber«  were  added  to  tbe  church ;  another 
in  1827,  the  frnits  of  whii^  weie  seventy-three  looh 
additions;  yet  another  in  1832,  when  sixty-seven 
heads  of  families  made  public  oonfessiun  of  faith 
in  Christ.  No  professional  evangelist  was  einplciyed 
by  hitu ;  the  occasional  services  of  earnest  and  judi- 
eioos  ministen  were  weloomed.  Upon  his  deminon 
of  pastoral  duties  the  niemhership  of  the  church 
numbered  two  hundred  and  fiCty-thn  e,  nil  but  six  of 
whom  had  been  received  in  the  ccmrse  of  his  min- 
istry. During  the  aame  period  nearly  an  equal  onm- 
her  (two  hundred  and  thirty-two)  had  left  to  oonsti* 
tute  or  to  strengthen  other  churches,  the  Spring 
Street  Chnn  h  in  West  Roxbury  being  a  colony  from 
that  in  Dedhom.  The  whole  number  admitted  was 
sis  hundred  and  twenty-fonr,  of  whom  one  hundred 
and  forty  were  removed  by  death,  while  the  (Aitoaiy 
list  I  if  the  society  amounted  to  hetween  five  and  six 
hundred.  Twii  liundred  aiul  sevenly  live  tnarriaL,'e9 
were  Huleuiuisced.  aud  tiiree  huudrud  and  uiueiy-live 
ehildren  baptised. 

When  Dr.  Burgcsa  became  a  paetor  annnal  minis- 
terial vncalinns  liad  not  cume  in  vnjrue.  As  time 
advanced  it  became  his  practice  to  take  a  journey,  at 
considerable  intervals,  with  his  family,  vtaitiog  the 
Middle  or  Western  Statss,  or  Canada.  One  voyage 
with  an  invalid  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Edward  Philtipg, 
was  undert«ken  in  the  summer  of  1826,  and  in  lS4t) 
-47,  accompanied  by  bis  family,  he  mode  a  tour  in 
Europe,  which  embraoed,  besides  theeountries  osnallj 
viaited  by  Americans,  two  or  three  which  were  then 
le.«a  frequently  rcsorti'd  lo,  Russia  and  Sweden,  a  trip 
down  the  Danube  to  CoostantiQopIe,  a  visit  to  Ureeoe, 
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Syria,  Palestine,  niid  Eeypt.  Skctclu*H,  to  a  limited 
extent,  of  the  trip,  which  involved  an  absence  of 
IAmi  nooUiK,  appeared  in  ttw  fem  cf  httm  to  tlM 
Ihaittin  Recorder. 

As  a  general  thing  Dr.  Burgess  refrained  frooi 
frequent  contributions  to  the  periodical  press,  and 
such  oontributions,  when  made,  were  almost  invaria- 
bly uonjriiMma.  For  rimilar  reuoDB,  partly  from 
ltNU?e  modeity  and  I'df  di^tnist,  partly  from  a  filed 
purpose  to  allow  nothing  to  interfere  with  profeh.Mioiml 
duties,  he  refrained  from  authorship.  He  had  schol- 
arly tastes,  was  more  or  less  acquainted  with  the 
Fraodi,  Italiu,  SpaDuli,  and  Aidiio;  was  ftniliar 
irith  the  Hebrew,  as  well  as  Ao  Greek  and  Lada ; 
he  had  clearly  (Icfiiied  opinions  repnrdinp  the  topirs 
of  the  day  ;  he  used  the  pen  daily  and  with  much 
eaae ;  and  yet  he  abwiiied  tlie  eotkeiiiaat  and  tb« 
poblidfcy,  of  ordiaary  book-iBakiiig.  Willi  rare  az- 
oeptions  he  declined, when  request«d,  to  give  sermons 
into  the  priater'a  hands.  Only  a  few  were  pablbbed, 
as 

A  SemoD  preaohed  before  the  AttxUiaiy  Ednea- 
tion  Society  of  Norfolk  Couiity,"  1825. 

"Warehara  Sixty  Years  Since :"  a  diaOOUiae  delif • 
ered  at  Warehaui,  May  19,  1861. 

"  Our  Fathers  Honorable  aad  Useful  to  Poaterity :" 
a  Genteonial  Diaooarse  ddivered  in  Dedham,  Nov.  8, 
1838.  This  was  the  doaiDg  aenaon  b  the  volume 
entitle.]  TIr  Dcdhntn  Pulpit,"  pp.  617,  wbiflh  Dt. 
Burgess  edited  in  184U. 

A  ak^  <a  the  Bav.  Samiid  Joha  Mills,  Jr., 
ftoB  hia  pen  is  ibnnd  in  Spragne'e  **  Annala  of  the 
American  Pulpit"  (1849),  vol.  ii.  pp.  569-72. 

In  18(15  nppeared  the  "  Bai|$es8  Genealogy,"  a 
volume  of  212  pages. 

Asa  minister  of  the  gospel,  *'Tbb  one  thing  I  do," 
was  his  motto;  hence  he  declined  the  prei^idency  of 
Midillebury  Collc^rc,  wliicli  was  offered  liim  not  long 
aiter  )ii^  ordination.  Other  oQcrs  uC  eligible  positions 
were  also  declined.  It  was  a  settled  purpose  with 
him  not  to  allow  hfa  name  to  atand  in  any  eonneetion 
implying  responsibility  without  endeavoring  faithfully 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  place  This  led  him  to 
resign  as  trustee  of  tlie  Andover  Theological  Seminary, 
when  his  tour  of  1846^7  wouM  oeoasion  an  abaenee 
ftwm  at  least  two  meetings  of  that  body.  j 

Whatever  a  man's  public  character  may  be,  the 
home  test  is,  after  all.  the  chief  test.  Tn  hi<i  domestic 
life  and  relations  Dr.  tiurgesii  was  peculiarly  happy. 
May  22, 1828,  he  married  Abigail  Bromlleld,  a  daugh* 
ter  of  Lieutenant-Governor  William  Phillips,  who 
becnnie  a  helpmeet,  with  warm  sympathy  in  all  liis 
religious  interests  and  labors.    Hospitality,  which 


now  seems  to  be  fa.st  bccomiog  a  lost  art,  was  gener- 
ously exercised  at  their  bouse.  Not  only  parishioners, 
hut  wiaiberien  ellier  penons  fimnd  a  nnfbrm  and 
hearty  weleome.  For  more  thaa  twescore  yean  it 
was  a  ministers'  home,  a  frequent  place  for  their  nat 
and  refre$*hn]ent.  Home  and  foreign  missionaries 
found  an  asylum  there.  Distinguished  visitors  from 
a  distanoe  were  often  gue«ta. 

A  more  affectionate  father,  wisely  indulgent,  yet 
tenderly  vi<;ilant  and  firm,  it  would  be  hard  to  find. 
The  early  convensioo  of  his  children  and  their  relig- 
ious culture  were  evidently  his  chief  aim.  The  taa- 
timony  of  many  who  were  well  aeqnainted — having 
bew  inmates  of  the  family  for  months,  and  .some  of 
them  even  for  years — is  that  as  head  of  the  house- 
hold Dr.  Burgess  wa.s  most  exemplary,  prudent,  sym- 
pathising, notteeably  thoughtful  of  the  oemfiyrt  and 
welbre  et  all,  domcetios  iodnded.  One  who  spent 
three  years  in  the  family,  a  person  of  high  culture, 
keen  discernment,  and  connected  with  a  different 
denomination,  has  said,  deliberately,*'  He  was  the  beet 
man  I  ever  knew." 

In  otatnre  Dr.  Burgess  was  above  the  average 
height,  erect,  and  finely  proportioned.  The  fir^i  im- 
pression made  upon  a  stranger  would  be  that  of  diir- 
nity  and  gravity.  One  acquaintance  used  to  prooouace 
him  « the  last  of  the  Pnritana."  For  the  Pniitans  and 
Pilgrims  he  entertained  a  profound  filial  respect.  II  is 
nat! v.-  f-nuntv  had  a  liii^e  place  in  his  heart.  On  vis- 
iting Plymouth,  holding  his  fir^4>oro  child  in  a  krge 
willow  basket,  he  set  the  little  Mb*  «n  Pilgrim  Rock, 
and,  laisiog  his  hands  towards  heaven,  engaged  in 
silent  prayer. 

Dr.  Burgess'  manners  were  in  some  meas-iire  old- 
I  time  manners,  with  a  touch  of  primitive  New  England 
I  statdineM.    Bnt  it  reqnired  no  long  acquaiotanee  to 
discover  a  gcnotne  beotgnity,  a  pervasive  kindliness* 
No  harsh  judgments  would  escape  from  liim  ;  no  lo.ss 
of  temper  would  ever  be  witnessed ;  no  social  or  pro- 
i  fessional  indiscretions  would  be  detected.    The  clerical 
effioe  waa  anre  to  he  reflected  in  the  man.  E^Qtiam 
had  no  place ;  for  oatentation  he  dieriahed  n  deep  dia> 
like.    Rei^ularity,  personal  neatness,  and  tempemnce 
io  meats  and  drinks  were  cbaraoteristioB.    His  three 
thousand  anavsciipt  aeraons  are  nodds  of  nnblena* 
iehed  orderihoem;  not  a  hlot  and  aoamely  ao  erasare 
could  he  found  on  them. 

In  all  later  years  Dr.  Bargees  enjoyed  excellent 
health,  which  was  due  in  part.,  no  doubt,  to  well-r^a- 
lated  esenrise  in  snperinteodtng  and  enltivating  kin 
ftrm  on  the  banks  of  Charles  River.  To  human  ap- 
pearance there  was  every  rea-^oti  to  suppose  that  in 
longevity  be  might  even  surpass  bis  anoestors.  In 
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March,  1870,  however,    e^btj  fttn  of  tge,  he  met 

with  an  injury  which  undcnnined  his  strength,  and 
which  indaoed  or  atnrravatcd  a  fatal  complaint.  Only 
a  few  timefl  could  he  appear  at  worship  on  the  Lord's 
Dty.  Snfleriog  baeaiM  exmoM,  bat  it  «m  bone  «itb 
Christian  heroinm  till  DfcptnlKT  Ttli,  when,  jfiyrully 
trusting  iu  riiai  who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life, 
he  entered  into  rest.  Underneath  his  name  on  a 
MMBDMOt  iQ  the  cemetery  are  these  ir«ird«,~ 

"  Whose  tutb  follow." 


ALVAN  LAMSOX. 


Alven  Lamson  was  born  at  Weston,  Mass.,  Nov. 
18,  1792.  The  prcnealo^y  of  tho  family  docs  not 
seem  tu  be  very  well  known.  John  Latuson,  the 
gnet^adfirtber  of  Ahnn,  is  beliered  to  bave  gone 
fiom  Heading  to  Weston,  and  is  supposed  to  h»n 
been  the  son  -f  .!  i=eph  Lamson,  of  Charlestown,  nr 
Joseph  LaniiKin,  uf  Cambridge, — the  name  Joseph 
Laauoo  appearing  in  both  plaoea.  Joaeph  LaoMon, 
ef  Oratbridge,  mi  the  bod  of  Bamabaa  LamaoD  (or 
Lamaonn,  aa  he  wrote  his  name),  of  Cambridi^o. 

John  Lamaon,  of  Wpffon,  the  jrrandfather  of  Alvan, 
was  bom  in  1724,  married  Elizabeth  Weston,  of 
UmoIO)  and  died  in  1785. 

John  Lamson ,  the  father  of  Alran,  was  bom  in 
Weston,  in  1760.  He  mnrried  Hannah  Aycrp.  of 
Needhaiii,  Oc-t  17,  1790,  and  died  Sept.  3,  IB'63. 
He  was  a  fanner,  owning  the  land  be  caltivated. 

Alvaa  Lamaoo  worked  oo  hia  Ather'a  frnn  till  he 
left  linuic  for  the  academy  at  Andover.  He  early 
siiowed  a  love  of  rcadinir  and  study.  h<!in'r  marked  at 
the  district  school  as  exemplary  in  conduct  and  rank- 
ing high  among  hia  aohoolmatea.  Wheo  still  young 
be  looked  ferwaid  to  atw^iog  §ar  the  miniatry. 
After  attending  the  district  school  and  heintr  for  some 
time  undor  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Kendall,  the  clfrpy- 
uan  ai  VVeKtoo,  he  went  to  Phillip  .\cademy,  And 
over,  where  he  eompleted  bia  preparatory  atudiea,  and 
in  1810  entered  Harvard  College. 

His  cla.ss — the  ela.'-s  of  1S14 — contained  sovLTal 
who  stood  high  iu  al\er-life,  among  others,  James 
Walker,  who  became  professor  and  president  of  the 
eollege;  PHdj  Heiriek,  who  was  jttdge  ef  the  Su- 
preme Coart  of  Massachusetts  -,  and  William  H. 
Presoott,  the  historian.  He  took  a  high  rank  anions; 
his  classmates  in  the  b^inniog,  and  maintained  it  to 
the  and.  In  eollage,  aa  ai  the  aeadeuy,  he  dapended 
laigelj  on  bia  own  ezeiliona  for  bb  rapport 

Tor  two  jMxa  after  gndnating  he  waa  a  tutor  in 


Bowdoin  College-  He  then  entered  the  Divinity 
School  at  Cuiiibridf^.,  appearing  in  the  catalojmc  as 
a  member  of  the  first  class  which  graduated  fVom  the 
school  (in  1817). 

In  1818  be  was  invited  to  become  the  paitor  of 
the  First  Church  and  Parish  in  Dedham,  and»  ajler 
some  hesitation,  accepted  the  invitation. 

It  was  a  time  of  change  in  religious  socieliea. 
IKflineneas  of  opinion  and  baliaf  bad  beeonw  da> 
eided  and  aonHtttwaa  irreeondlable,  many  old  pariabea 
were  divided  and  new  ones  formed.  There  was  dis- 
agreement in  the  Dedham  Church  and  Parish  as  in 
others.  A  oonsiderable  majority — two-thirds,  or 
move— of  the  pariah  sympatbiied  with  what  waa 
called  the  Liberal,  or  Unitarian  belief,  the  larger 
number  of  the  mn»t  nctive  member?  of  the  church 
being  more  favorable  to  what  has  been  known  m  the 
Orthodox  faith.  The  invitation  to  Dr.  Lamson  was 
given  by  the  pariah  without  the  eoooorranoe  or 
approval  of  the  church,  though  a  majwity  of  the 
members  of  the  church  finally  acquiesced  in  the 
action  of  the  parish.  Henoe  arose  a  controversy 
whiflli  waa  prolonged  and  Uttar.  The  parish,  and, 
in  ita  tnrn,  the  flhnieh,  annvoned  *  oonnoil,  and  the 
conflict  led  to  legal  proceedings,  the  final  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  *  being  that  the  pariah  and  the 
portion  of  the  church  which  remained  with  it  atill 
oontinned  to  he  the  Rtat  CHrarah  and  Pariah,  re- 
taining all  their  rights  and  property.  The  menbeiS 
of  the  chnrch  and  parish  who  were  not  «ati.sfiod  with 
the  consequences  of  this  decision  withdrew  and 
formed  a  new  association,  the  church  thus  o)osti- 
toted  being  now  known  aa  the  "Orthodos,**  or  '*  Allhi 
Congregational  Church." 

.■\fter  his  settlement  Dr,  Lamwn  devoted  himself 
to  his  parish  and  to  literary  pursuits.  His  life  was 
eameat  and  laborious,  but,  like  moat  Uvaa  given  to 
atndy  and  the  qniet  perfonnanee  of  dnty,  it  aCbrda 
little  on  which  the  writer  of  a  brief  memoir  nay 
enlanre  or  which  will  arrest  the  attention  of  ar  casual 
reader.  He  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  his  eoUege  in  1837,  and  aeqoirad  a  high  repu- 
tation as  a  preacher,  writer,  and  scholar.  He  at- 
tended carefully  to  hi"  pastoral  duties,  perJbrmiog 
them  with  his  best  strength  and  ability. 

He  fiUly  appreciated  the  importance  of  good 
scboola,  and  gave  nubb  time  and  labor  to  the  care 
and  improvement  of  the  public  schools  of  the  town, 
being  an  active  memher  of  the  school  ccvirnitfce  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  diligently  attending  lu  some 
of  ita  most  tnmbkaome  and  important  ^hi^. 

>  Bakw  m.  IsIm,  Maii,  Eqp.,  voU  avf .  p.  4m. 
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His  health  W08  never  robiift,  and  at  Um(v  was 
quite  feeble,  sod  bis  work  ot'teD  brought  weariDcss, 
Dervoosncai,  ud  discoanpemeot^ — ^nnoomrortable  ; 
days,  and  nights  with  little  sleep.  About  middle 
life  he  was  attacked  by  a  8t'riou»  illno.s,  which,  be- 
sides its  effect  on  his  genera!  henltli,  jiru(hufd  a 
paralysis  of  ccrtaia  muscles,  aud  which  |)erpiexcd  and 
baffled  hu  pbywciaii.  He  suffered  from  this  for  | 
sevenl  yesrs,  but  was  fioally  relieved  by  vigorous 
treatment  at  tlu'  hot  sulphur  .-priiij^s  of"  A'iiL'inia. 
During  his  absence  there  the  cause  of  his  illness  was 
almost  aoddentallj  diaeovered.  It  arose  from  the 
use  of  water  impragoated  with  lead.  This  water  was  | 
brought  from  a  apriog  od  "Federal  Hill,"  through 
logs,  to  two  reservoirs  in  the  village,  and  thenw  dis- 
tributed by  lead  pipes.  It  was  supposed  to  have 
caused  seTcral  casea  of  severe  flloeaa  and  soma  deatha. 

This  visit  to  Virginia  in  pursuit  of  healthy  and  a 
trip  to  Europe  of  li  few  luuiitlis  in  1853,  were  |>r<ib-  , 
ably  his  most  extended  absein  t  s  from  home  uI'ilt  his 
settlement.  Living  thus  in  Dt-dliam,  which  during 
the  earlier  part  of  his  reridenee  was  a  somewhat 
Becluded  village,  he  catne  to  feel  a  strong  attachment 
to  the  place  aud  his  people,  and  a  deep  intonst  in  nil 
that  oouceroed  them,  and  these  feelings  cootioued  to 
the  end  of  hb  Uf«. 

Dr.  Lanaon  had  a  strong  liteiarjr  taste.   He  had 
a  high  estimation  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  nlanwoal 
writers  and   the   standard  English  and  American 
authors,  and  was  well  versed  in  geueral  literature. 
He  was  a  ready  tboagh  not  a  hasty  writer.   His  | 
style — always  pure  and  simple— had  force  and  | 
beauty,  and  Iris  writini.'s  won  tho  warm  praiK'  of  his  ' 
coutemporaries,  who  were  most  capable  of  judging  of 
them.    He  waa  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of 
the  eatamming  committee  in  Rhetoric,  daring  the 
profeatoiship  of  Edward  T.  Channing,  in  Harrard  , 
•  Col  lege.  1 

Uo  wrote  many  articles  iu  the  Chrittian  Exatnuier, 
of  which,  with  Ber.  E.  8.  Gannett^  he  waa  editor  from 
January,  1844,  to  Hay,  1848.  He  pabliahed  a  { 
volume  of  sermons  in  1857,  and  a  number  of  occa- 
sional sermtms  aud  addrcs-jes,  irtcludiug  "  A  History 
of  the  First  Church  aud  I'ariah  in  Dedhum,  iu  three 
Diaoonraea,"  delirersd  Nov.  29  and  Dee.  2,  1838. 
He  was  fond  of  histortcstt  n  !  utiquarian  researches, 
was  a  roenihcr  of  the  l^la^^aL  hu.■-*.•tt  •'  II  is-tcricril  So- 
ciety, and  one  ol  the  original  members  ol  the  Dedliam  . 
Historical  Society.  j 

He  waa  eqieeially  tntereeted  in  the  history  of  the 
early  church,  and  iu  the  works  of  the  early  Christian 
writers, — the  FnthtTs.  as  they  are  often  culled.  In 
18(iU  he  published  a  volume  entitled  "  The  Church  ' 


of  the  First  Three  Cotiturics."  He  f-peut  much  time 
ou  this  work  after  its  tint  publication,  and  a  revised 
and  enlarged  editim  of  it  waa  iasimd  in  1806,  after 
his  deoesse,  nnder  the  saperrisiott  of  Professor  Earn 

Abbot.  He  was  familiar  with  the  history  and  doe- 
triiKs  of  Now  England  CongregatioM,ili«ni,  and  wa,< 
summoned  as  a  witness  iu  a  case  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Court,'  which  depended  on  the  meanioir  of  the 

term  "  Congregational."  Ho  was  aho  si  lt  i  ted  to 
wriic  [lie  article  ou  Unitarianism,  in  r»iipp'>  ■  Ili-iory 
of  all  the  Keligious  Deoomioatioas  in  the  United 
Slates." 

Dr.  Lamsoo  waa  veiy  fond  of  eovntiy  life,  thought 

much  of  his  garden,  and  took  great  interest  in  ogri- 
culture,  pomology,  and  arboriLultiiri*.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Norfolk  Agricultural  Society,  aud  de- 
livered the  anonal  address  before  it  in  1857. 

His  peraomal  eharacter  was  <^  much  simpliinty.  He 
was  conscientious, — isomctimes  more  than  conscien- 
tious,— scrupulously  hont-st  and  honorable  in  his 
dealings,  always  anxious  to  avoid  violating  the  rights 
of  others,  and  oAen  ready  to  saerifioe  his  own.  But 
he  was  not  wanting  in  judgment  and  sagacity.  He 
wa«  ("xact  in  the  pcrrormancf  of  all  wliich  he  regarded 
as  duty,  desiring  to  leave  nothing  undone  which 
properly  belonged  to  him  to  do,  but  was  generally  in- 
dulgent in  hia  judgment  of  others.  He  wsa  no 
ascetic,  and  was  never  indined  to  condemn  a  reason- 
able indiil'jpnrc  in  the  nTn«semont<s  of  life.  In  his 
hours  of  leisure  he  enjoyed  social  intercourse,  though 
a  natural  reserve  and  aeiwtiveneas,  and  hiaatudiooa 
habits,  prevented  him  from  seeking  it  saoonatantly  as 
uiatiy  do,  find  gave  him  the  appeannce  of  earing  lew 
for  it  than  he  really  did. 

His  conoeetiou  with  bis  parish  euntinu^  till  Oct. 
29,  1860, — ^forty'two  years  from  the  tinu  of  bis 
settlement, — when  bis  resignatioo,  uSi^rcd  a  little 
while  before,  took  effect.  After  his  retirtmont  he 
still  retained  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
puri^li,  uking  part  in  the  instractioo  of  the  Sunday- 
sohool,  and  holding  himadf  ready  to  aid  hu  aueeeasor 
and  his  people  whenever  his  assiatanoe  was  desired. 

He  marrird,  in  1R25.  Frances  Fidelia  Ward, 
daughter  of  Artemus  Ward,  who  was  a  long  time 
chief  justioe  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas.  He 
died  July  18,  1864,  of  paralysis,  of  whieh  he  had 


>■  Ati«rii«y.a«B«iml  V*.  Dnblia,  New  Haopibire  R«p., 
xxzviil.  p.  4$S.  I>r.  LamnB  tMtif  ad  full.v  for  tbe  defradMt  ia 

thi*  case,  but  tlie  court,  in  tbcir  dcciiion,  held  thRt  nuch  cri- 
dtuce  wM  not  lulmiseible,  mad  that  tbe  m«Miing  of  Ui«  word 
Onifrt^iitmat  thould  b*  doUmiavd  bjr  themit  a  ^matkiB 
uf  !:<w.  ref.  runri<  imnf  Bttd*  to  bifloriosl  wmkM  and  othar 

workli  of  authority. 
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had  ft  d^ht  attaflk  the  pneoeding  year,— an  attack  to 
»light  that  ita  trae  character  wan  bardlj  reoognisad 

at  the  time. 

The  followiog  is  a  list  of  the  publicalionfl  ui'  Or. 
Lamaofi : 

Peruinrij*.  12tno,  pp.  424.  1^57. 

The  Cliiircli  oF  the  First  Three  Ct-tnuries ;  nr. 
Notices  ot  the  Lives  and  Opioions  of  some  of  the 
Earl;  Fathers,  with  special  reference  to  tbe  Doctrine 
of  the  Trinitj:  iUuatratitig  ita  late  origin  aod  gradaal 
formation.    8vo,  pp.  352.  1860. 

Second  edition  of  the  t<ame,  revised  and  enlarged } 
edited  b;  Ezra  Abbot.   8?o,  pp.  41U.  18(>5. 

An  edition  of  this  wtwk,  with  additional  notaa  by 
Emy  lefnaBf  waa  poUiahed  bj  the  Biiltih  and 
Foreign  Unitarian  As.ao(  i;ition.    London.  18T5. 

/'ampfUets. — SermoD  on  the  Adaptaiioo  of  Cbria- 
tianity.  1825. 

BonarlcB  on  the  Genina  and  Writing!  of  Soame 
Jenyoa,  and  on  tho  Internal  Evidenoea  of  Chriatianiiy. 
1826. 

Sermon  preached  at  the  Ordination  of  Kev.  Charles 
C.  Sevsll,  at  Danren.  1627. 

Diaooorse  at  the  Bedioation  of  Bethid^  Ohapd, 
Angnata»  Me.  1827. 

Di«»uT«e  on  the  Validity  of  ron{;regational  Ordi- 
nation (Dudleian  Lecture).  1834. 

Sennon  on  the  Sin  axainat  tbe  Holy  Ohoet.  1835. 

A  Histo«y  of  the  Fint  (%nrdi  and  Parish  in 
Dedham,  in  thre*-  Dlscoun^es.  delivered  Nov,  29  and 
Dti-.  2,  1838.    Published  in  lo39. 

A  Discourse  delivered  on  the  day  of  the  National 
Faaty  on  ooeaaion  of  tlie  death  of  Preddent  HatriBoo. 
1841. 

Cons;;rejration:i!i?tn.  \  Di.^oourse  delivered  licfore 
tbe  Massacbusettfi  Convention  of  Congregational 
Miniateia.  1846. 

Tbe  Memory  of  John  BobinMn.  A  Bisooarae  do. 
lirwed  at  Dedham,  Sanday,  Dec.  21,  1851. 

Iinprwssinnf  of  Men  and  Thinffs  Abroad.  A  Ser- 
mon preached  at  Dedham,  Sept.  11,  1853,  after 
an  abaenee  of  aome  months  in  Borope. 

Agrienltnral  Life  in  some  of  its  Intellectual 
Aspecta.  An  Addrens  delivorod  before  the  Norfolk 
Agrienltnral  Society,  Sept.  30,  1857. 

A  Sermon  preached  Oct.  31,  1858,  the  Sunday 
alter  the  Fortieth  Annivenary  of  bia  Ordination. 

A  Discourse  preached  Oct.  28,  1S6U,  un  Resign- 
ing the  Pastoral  Charge  of  the  FIix  CliurL-h  luul 
Pariah  in  Dedham,  after  a  Ministry  of  Forty  two 
Tean. 

Funrral  Sermon*. — On  Bbenewr  Fiaber,  Jr.  1847. 
On  Un.  Bfaiy  Dnan.  1851. 


On  Rev.  John  White.  1852. 

On  John  Endicolt.  1857. 

On  Hon.  .Iatne.'»  Richardson.  1858. 

Tracls  (Unitarian  i. — On  the  Doctrine  of  Two 
Naturae  in  Jeans  ChriBt  Firrt  Series,  No.  20.  (Ro' 
printed  in  England.) 

On  the  Foundation  of  our  Cunfid.inc  in  the 
Savicmr.  First  Series,  No.  89,  (Reprint  of  Sermon 
at  Ordination  of  C.  C.  Sewall.) 

On  Barneatnem  in  Bdi;pon.  First  Series,  No.  188. 

What  is  UniUrianism  ?  First  Series,  No.  202. 
(Reprint,  after  revision,  of  the  article  mi  "  Unitarian 
CongregatiooaliatA,"  in  Ropp's  "  Hi.story  of  ail  the 
Religions  Denominations  in  the  United  States.**) 


IRA  CLVVBI.AND. 

Ira  Clereland  waa  bom  in  tlie  town  of  Hophinton, 
HiddiaBSK  Co.,  Mass.,  Feb.  1,  1802.    When  four 

years  old  he  moved  with  hi!s  f;ulii  r.  Tra  rieveland,  to 
a  farm  in  Milford,  Worcester  Cuuuiy,  and  was  occu- 
pied hi  ntMidiog  school  nod  in  asnsting  bis  Ihther 
in  agrieoltnral  pnrsuits  nntil  he  entered  coUega.  Ho 
prepared  at  a  private  academy  in  MenJon,  entered 
Brown  nnivcrsity  in  September,  1821,  and  graduated 
in  1825  valedictorian  of  bis  cksa.  Soon  after  leaving 
his  Alma  Hater  he  began  to  atndy  kw  at  Mariboro', 
Mass.,  and  in  1828  came  to  Dedham  and  entered 
tlic  iifliie  nf  the  Hon.  HnratT'  Mann,  where  he  was 
eDga<:;cd  in  attending  law  lectures  and  preparing  for 
admission  to  the  bar.  Daring  tho  OeowriMr  tenn  of 
the  Cbnrt  of  Common  Pleas,  in  1829,  he  was  dniy 
admitted  as  an  attorncy-at-law,  and  in  the  usual 
cours**  n  ooun«iellor  in  that  and  the  Supremo  Judicial 
Court.  The  ten  yeans  which  followed  were  given  ex- 
elosively  to  hb  law  practiee,  wbidi  by  his  indtutij 
and  wisdom  increased  until  he  reueived  a  goodly  aliare 
of  the  business  of  the  county,  and  held  a  satisfactory 
position  fi!*  an  advocate.  He  always  had  a  high  re- 
gard for  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  several  legal 
tribonals  and  the  integrity  of  their  oflioen,  but  at  tbe 
i  same  tioM  ho  was  never  disposed  to  favor  litigation, 
and  in  nto^t  en«fs  aJvisi'd  his  plirnt.'s  to  adjtijit  tlicir 
disputes  by  private  agreement,  rather  than  have  re- 
course to  an  expensive  and  extended  prooe»  by  law, 

Mr.  Cloreiand,  in  1840,  waa  oonneeted  with  the 
Dedham  and  NorMk  Couo^  Mutual  I nsu ranee  Com* 
panies,  and  became  so  much  engaged  with  the  proswn- 
tioo  of  this  business  that  he  gradually  withdrew  trom 
the  bar.  He  was  also  appointed  public  admlnistnitor, 
which  ofioe  he  held  Ibrty-two  yesn.  At  tbe  present 
writiog,  although  in  bia  eighiy«eecond  year,  he  is  «>• 
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lively  engaged  with  the  above  rmrawl  corponKiooa,  M 
president  of  one  nnd  trffasiin.  r  of  both. 

Id  the  spring  of  l6'.il,  Mr.  ijleveluud  married  Mias 
Fnn«w  M.  Whitney,  draghter  of  Mqor  T.  P. 
Whitney,  of  WrcDtham.  His  wodJcd  life  waa  biiefl 
lie  bnried  his  wife  and  infant  daughter  in  the  year 
following.  In  his  intense  bereavement  he  found  a 
deeply  sympaibiziog  frieod  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  B«booek, 
netior  of  St  Pmira  Bpiwopal  Charafa.  He  was 
ftflbotioiwtely  takea  Uito  bis  family  and  provided  with 
a  home,  wliere  he  remained  until  it  was  broken  by 
death,  a  period  of  forty-three  years.  He  now  resides 
in  the  fiunily  of  the  pNtent  reetor,  the  Ser.  Arthur 
H.  Baokoe. 

Mr.  Cleveland,  soon  afVer  coming'  to  Dedluim,  in- 
t('rt*!«t4Ni  hiinsdf  and  others  in  bcautit'ving  the  streets 
and  squares  of  the  village.  Many  oruuiueulal  lre«a 
were  planted  in  varioai  qutrten,  and  the  village 
cettiet«ry  changed  from  a  dibpidated  eondilioa  to  one 
of  order  and  attraefiveness. 

His  more  excellent  labors  have  been  in  behalf  of 
St.  Paul's  Church.  He  beoame  a  member  of  the 
eburdi  io  1838.  The  lanie  jear  he  was  deeted 
warden  and  a  delegate  to  the  Diocesan  Convention  of 
Maij:<achu8ctts,  and  has  acted  cotifitantly  in  these 
capacities  until  the  present  time.  His  gifts  to  the 
parish  have  been  gea«Knn  and  frequent.  He  wan 
acUvelj  engaged  in  forwaidiag  the  exeoution  <rf  the 
church  building  whii-b  was  constructed  in  1845, 
costing  seven  thousand  dollars.  After  this  church 
was  burned,  bis  efficient  help  enabled  the  paru>h  tu 
build  the  preaent  beaatifhl  stone  edifioe,  at  an  expense 
of  over  thirty  thousand  dollaia.  The  sitni  donated 
hy  liini  to  ;ts.sist  in  these  two  cases  was  greater  than 
thirteen  thousand  doiiarv.  He  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  erecting  the  costly  monument  to  the  memory 
of  the  late  Bishop  Oriswold  whieh  stands  oo  the 
north  side  of  the  church  and,  together  with  Joseph 
W.  Clarke.  Esq.,  placfd  the  beautiful  testimonial  in 
marble,  which  stands  near  it,  to  the  memory  of  his 
eherished  Mend  and  rector,  Rev.  Sanad  R.  Bahooek. 
Io  1881  he  added  to  hb  oonatantly  inereaaing  bene- 
faotiouB  the  gift  of  a  chime  of  ton  bells,  the  largest 
wei^binff  tbr«  tboufiand  and  fifty  pounds,  at  n  rn^t 
of  over  live  thousand  dollars.    In  the  gratitude 

of  the  parish  was  ealied  for  again  through  the  oifer 
to  dseorato  tlie  interior  of  the  chnreh  at  an  expense 
of  innrc  tlian  iliree  tbon-'^and  dnllurf.  The  acceptance 
of  this  gitt  enabled  him  to  fulhll  his  heart's  desire, 
and  to  make  glorious  that  object  upon  which  his  affeo* 
Hon  was  aet,  vis.,  the  Hooae  of  Ood. 

Mr.  Clevekod,  although  weighted  with  the  burdens 
of  over  fourseora  jesis,  Is  wooderfaUj  active  and 


well  preserved.  His  life  has  been  unostentatious,  yet 
not  devoid  of  strenirth  ami  earnestnc.'<s.  Tntenfity  of 
purpose  and  pen^cveriug  devotion  are  his  prevailing 
eharaeteristies.  These,  with  his  benevoleoee  and 
generosity,  will  nuke  him  ever  to  be  venerated,  and 
his  name  one  which  his  friends  and  ssBooistes  will 
ever  delight  to  houor. 


W,  CLARK. 


£Uder  John  White,  the  ancestor  of  Joseph  W. 
Oark  on  his  mother^s  dde,  was  one  of  the  first  set^ 
Hers  of  Csmhridge,  of  Hsrtford,  and  of  Hadley,  Haas. 

Ho  was  a  passenger  in  the  ship  "  Lyon,"  which  aailed 
from  England  June  22,  1032.  She  brought  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  paasengera,  thirty-three 
adult  males,  inelading  John  Whitei  The  Genersl 
Court  hud  aarigned  (he  town  of  Oamfaridgc— then 
called  Newtowne — for  their  settlement,  tofrctlier  witli 
the  company  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  who  had  ar- 
rived a  ahort  time  before  and  made  a  temporary  settle- 
ment at  Braiotree.  Hers  John  White  Ibnnd  hn  first 
home  in  this  Westsn  world.  His  home-lot,  with  bis 
dwellinfr-hou8<»,  was  on  a  street  called  Cow-yard  Row. 
This  home-lot  with  about  thirty  acres  farming  land 
was  early  allotted  to  him,  and  in  August,  1633,  the 
town  granted  him  three-fourths  of  an  sere  more  for 
a  cow-yard.  Core  Hall,  the  beautiful  library  building 
of  Harvard  Uoiversity,  probably  oow  graces  this  cow- 
yard. 

The  loeation  and  qoantity  of  his  aUotsnents  indieste 
that  in  his  contributions  to  the  eommon  stoek  he  was 
in  a  middle  plaee,  neither  among  the  wedthier  nor 

poorer  class. 

In  February,  1635,  the  (own  made  its  first  dection 
<tf  a  board  of  seven  men  *'to  do  the  biisineM  of  the 

whole  town."  They  were  then  eslled  Towmmen  or 
selectmen.  Jolui  White  was  one  of  the  nmuber 
chuseu.  Soon  after  the  Kev.  Mr.  Hooker  and  bis 
people  began  to  &d  atraiteasd  in  their 
dationa,  and  determined  to  look  out  for  a  new 
They  selected  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  and 
having  obtained  the  reluctant  consent  of  the  p»veru- 
incnt  of  Massachusetts,  in  June,  1636,  the  main  body 
of  the  oompany  efieeted  thdv  iwniovd. 

Trumbull,  die  historian,  anya  In  his  graphic  narra> 
tive,  "  About  a  hundred  men.  women,  and  children 
traveled  more  than  one  hundred  miles  through  a 
tedious  and  traotless  wiMemem  to  Hartford.  They 
hsd  no  guide  but  their  oompsm  over  monntdna  and 
rivers,  through  swamps  and  thickets,  with  no  covering 
but  the  heavens ;  they  drove  one  hundred  and  six^ 
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besd  of  cattle  and  stib«iltid  OH  ths  milk  of  the  cowb. 
Mrs.  IIiH)ker  w i ;  h  rrr^  on  a  litter  through  the  wil- 
deroees."  In  the  records  of  Hartford,  John  White 
tf^Miis  M  0D6  of  the  origtDal  one  huodrcd  proprietors. 
Hb  home-lot  wm  on  wliaft  10  sow  Qoveraor  Stnofe; 
DtHy  oightoeo  of  the  mi^nfi  had  a  larger  ehare  tlian 
his.  Here  he  waa  choaen  one  of  tlie  board  of 
"  Orderera,"  as  the  selectmeD  were  called.  Little  is 
knoini  of  hb  prirato  lift  eKoepI  that  he  a  frugal 
and  indiMtrioiia  farmer,  earefiil  in  Monriiig  for  bis 

cbildreD  a  croud  eilueation. 

DiaseoBioris  swu  arose  in  tin"'  ehnn  li  biitwcen  tlic 
miniater  and  Eider  Guodwio,  aud  it  watt  deteruiiued 
by  the  dder  and  hie  ftllowing  to  Ihand  a  new  eolonj. 
On  the  18th  of  April,  1659,  aixtj  persons  signed  an 
afrrfftnent  to  remove  to  Fladlcy.  John  White's  name 
being  fifth  on  the  liat,  indicates  that  he  was  one  of 
the  leaders  io  this  inportaot  atop.  The  town  reeord 
of  Hadky  aaya,  *'Thi»  phntation  hy  the  eogngen 
did  on  the  9th  of  November,  chose  by  vote  six  per- 
guns  1  John  White  being  one  of  them)  to  order  all 
pulilick  occasions  that  coDaoeros  the  good  of  tlie  plan- 
utioQ  for  the  yeare  eoaning.**  The  margin  of  the 
reeord  ealb  thia  the  first  choice  of  "  Townsmen." 

ThuB  were  laid  the  foundations  of  Iladley, — the 
frontier  settlement  of  that  '!nv,--l'>';kin,ii  out  towards 
the  northwest,  north,  uuriiieiu-i,  uud  east  oti  the 
boandkes  Ibreit  end  its  savage  Indian  oeonpants. 
John  White's  share  in  the  oomni^  u  1  iju;rprise  was 
one  htiTidn  i  nn  !  fifty  pounds,  the  highest  share 
being  repreatiuted  hy  two  hundred  pouoda.  He  at 
once  took  an  aotire  part  in  the  affurs  of  the  town, 
sad  was  nenb  a  onmber  of  tines  as  deputy  or  rep- 
reseotattTe  to  the  General  Court  at  Boaton.  As  evi- 
dence of  his  good  report  among  the  brethren  >  he  was  one 
of  the  "  messeogem"  from  Hadley  when  the  church 
at  Northampton  was  gatliered,  in  the  yesr  1661. 

After  1670  his  name  does  not  appear  iifthe  records, 
h(-  having  returned  to  Hartford.  A  new  church  was 
formed  thi-re,  and  he  was  chosen  elder  in  it.  The 
home  of  twentj-tbree  years  of  the  vigor  of  hii»  life 
rstainsd  a  strong  hold  on  his  amotions,  snd  it  needed 
ooty  tbo  attrsotion  of  a  church  formed  after  his  idea 
of  a  perfect  Scriptur"  inod<')  to  win  hin»  back  to  his 
early  borne.  His  life  vim  prolonged  to  a  good  old  age, 
and  is  tho  whiter  of  1683-84  he  leoted  from  hie 


His  good  sense  and  sound  judgment  are 
by  the  nature  of  the  services  bis  fellow-citizens  sought 
from  him.  Each  of  the  three  important  towns  in 
wliicil  ho  livod  received  hb  aid  In  mansgomont  of  its 
pnidsntini  tliMis. 

The  enpadtjto  diselwige  tlie  duties  of  a 


as  well  SB  those  of  representative  to  tiie  OOhMiisI 

Legislature  was  in  tliut  day  an  indispensable  pre- 
requisite to  the  appointment.  The  ofiicc  of  ruling 
elder  in  the  church,  which  be  held  daring  tbo  last 
ten  or  twelve  years  of  bis  life^  was  one  of  greot  in- 
fluence and  importance;  it  was  designed  to  relkfVe 
the  pastor  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  responsibility 
attending  the  government  aud  discipline  of  the 
chureh.  It  required  a  graTo  and  disoreet  man,  ouo 
wIm  hsd  esmed  n  good  report  of  those  without  nod 
within  the  church.  8ucli  a  one  in  all  rcspeots  fhr* 
nished  for  hi«<  work  was  our  John  White. 

To  be  the  descendant  of  one  whose  ijualifieations 
eauflod  bim  to  be  osllod  to  tlieso  Tsrions  duties  in  the 
church  and  in  the  State,  and  who  has  dkchargsd 
them  well,  is  a  matter  of  jost  pride. 

His  descendants  should  abundantly  honor  the  an* 
oestor  io  whose  footsteps  they  may  so  safely  walk, 

JosBph  W.  Chrk  wsslMm  in  Bssthsmptoo,  Mass., 
Sept.  16,  1810.  He  was  the  seventh  generation 
id  descent  from  "  the  Most  Worshipful  William 
Clarke,  Esq."  {m  the  record  hm  k),  who  died  ia 
Northampton,  July  19,  1690,  aged  eighty-ono.  He 
wss  bom  in  Eo^and  in  1609,  and  sailed  from 
Plymouth  with  his  family  i»  ifi'iO,  in  the  ship  "  Mary 
and  John,"  for  Boflton,  a  few  weeks  before  that  dis- 
tinguished company  of  fifteen  hundred,  headed  by 
John  Winthrop,  afterwards  Governor,  in  a  fleet  of 
thirteen  vessels,  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  Salem. 
He  settled  first  with  the  Dorchester  colony,  where  be 
remained  till  1659,  when  be  waa  induced  to  join  the 
Northampton  colony,  which  was  made  up  in  good 
part  by  his  oompanions  00  the  voyage  fron  Bngland, 
particularly  his  lifelong  friend.  Elder  John  Strong. 

These  two  worthies  were  perhaps  equally  oon- 
spiououa  in  stamping  their  UDbending  Puritan  princi- 
ples upon  this  (Voatisr  eolooy.  Two  years  later,  vis., 
in  1661,  at  the  organisation  of  a  train-band  or  militia 
company  of  sixty  men,  the  number  being  incomplete, 
and  not  larp;  enuuj^h  to  entitle  them  to  a  captjiia, 
William  Clarke  mtm  chosen  the  highest  officer,  via., 
"  lieutenant,"-— at  that  time  eoi^dered  a  most  impor- 
tant position,  R'L'iiriiiL;  to  Inm  ever  after  the  dis* 
tinguishing  title  of  Lieut.  Clarke. 

He  held  other  important  positions, — as  repreeenta- 
tive  to  the  Geoeral  Court  at  Boston,  and  fiur  more  dun 
twenty  years  one  of  (he  aeleotmon.  He  was  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  County  Court,  held  alternately  al 
Nnrth:imptoo  and  Springfield.  Ho  was  mentioned, 
moreover,  as  one  of  the  aoven  pillars  00  which,  with 
the  first  minister,  the  chureh  there  wss  origiuolly 
oonstttttted. 

The  desoeodants  of  this  godly  man  onmber  many 
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thoOMnds,  aomc  of  whom,  even  of  the  ninth  f:(  n  i  i 
tion,  arp  activp  to-diiy  In  tlic  nffuirs  nf  churob  and 
aute  in  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 

He  §ettl«d  oo  m  twdve-we  lot  od  whftt  w  now 
B]m  Street,  there  being  no  street  till  hmg  efterwarde. 

The  President  Seelye  place  is  part  of  this  lot,  and 
through  the  long  period  of  over  two  hundred  and 
twenty  yean)  some  part  of  these  twelve  acres  has  coa- 
ttmied  in  possesaioD  of  Lieut  Williem'e  deMeodeDta. 
Id  point  of  lovgevity  and  rapid  inereaae,  thia  ta  prob- 
ably the  moat  ranerkable  fiimilj  ever  reared  in  the 
town. 

The  record  shows  that  tiie  sixth  child  of  Lieut. 
William  had  eleven  ehildren ;  one  died  in  earlj  life, 
three  lived  to  be  above  seventy,  three  abOTO  ei^ty, 
and  frrnr  ahorc  nim  ty.  Of  these,  six  wprf  t^nn;*,  nnd 
each  lived  with  the  wiie  of  liis  youth  more  than  fifty 
jeara.  Govermv  Caleb  Strong  says  they  were  all 
linng  within  bb  memory,  all  were  reapeetable,  and 
in  good  circumstances.  One  of  the  sons,  Lieut. 
Ehene^pr.  who  lived  near  the  President  Poclye  plaee, 
attained  the  age  of  ninety-nine.  At  hia  death,  in 
1781,  tbere  bad  sprung  firom  the  ort<-inal  pair,  as 
Mated  by  President  Dwight,  of  Yale  College,  eleven 
hundred  and  forty-five  persons,  of  whom  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  were  then  living.  Wlifii  it  reiiit'tnbcred 
that  all  lhi»  relates  tiimply  to  one  uf  Lieut.  William's 
iODa,  Til.,  Deaeon  John  and  hia  posterity,  some  faint 
idea  maybe  fumicd  n.s  to  the  mult  it  mJo  uf  hisde- 
soendatits.  which  it  is  estimated  would  ouimI  r  not 
less  than  thirty  tbousaod.  His  tomb  and  munument 
laay  be  seen  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Northatnptoo. 

Aaabet  Clarke,  the  fifth  in  deeoent  fnm  Lieut. 
William,  was  bom  Fd).  17, 1737,  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  »nd  died  in  Kasthampton, 
CD  bie  eighty-fifih  birthday,  in  1822.  He  married 
SaboNt  Clapp,  who  died  in  1818,  They  had  twelve 
ehildren.  The  rixth  aoa,  Boban,  was  bom  in  1772, 
and  died  at  Cambridpe  in  1810,  IIo  married,  in 
1802,  Polly  White  M.  W.  Clark'H  mother),  of  Had- 
ley.  She  died  in  iioiueo,  Mich.,  October,  1BG8. 
They  bad  four  aona  and  two  danghten. 

When  Joseph  waa  dght  years  old  liin  father  re- 
moved to  N^irtliampton.  luiviiiu'  bought  the  mill 
property  on  Mill  River  with  the  hom(»tcad  on  8oulh 
Street.  Here  he  bad  only  the  advantegea  of  a  com- 
mon-aeheol  education  till  1825,  when  be  went  to 
Providence  to  live  with  bi.s  brother,  Knoch  White, 
who  had  estaMir^hed  a  banking-house  there  M  a 
branob  of  the  emineot  firm  of  S.  Si  M.  Allen  & 
Co.,  of  t%ihdelphia  and  New  Toric,  who  had  alao 
aimilar  breoebea  in  many  of  the  Sonthera  and  Weat- 
em  eitiea.  In  1829,  before  he  waa  twenty  yean  old, 


he  was  admitted  aa  partner  with  his  brother  in  the 
new  firm  of  E.  W.  Clark  »t  Bro.  A  few  years  Inter 
the  QODoero  established  itself  ia  Boston,  and  in  1836 
R  W.  ClMk  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  fenoded 
the  home  of  El  W.  Chirk  k  Co.,  whieh  ia  eontinnied 
to-day  by  the  children  of  the  two  succeeding  gen- 
erations, and  enjoys  depervedly  a  hip;h  position  there. 
Joseph  W.  remained  in  Boston,  under  the  style  of 
J.  W.  CUrk  ft  Co.  From  theae  two  parent  honaen 
in  Philadelphia  and    B  iston   f^prang  K.  W.  Claric, 

'  Dndfic  .V  Cm.,  of  New  York  ;  E.  W.  Clark  k  Bm^., 
rifSt.  L(^ui8;  Clark  8  Kxchange  Rauk,  uf  .Springfield, 

'  III.  i  and  K.  W.  Cbrk,  Brothers  &  Farnum,  of  New 

I  Orleana. 

'     In  1834  he  married  Eleanor  Arno!«l  .Taekson, 
daughter  of  Nathan  W.  Jack«on,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 
^  The  first  seven  years  of  married  life  ihey  lived  in 
!  Beaton,  and  three  ehildren  ware  bora  diere,  tib.  :  Ban- 
j  dolph  Haisball,  Agnee  White,  and  Bleanor  JTaekaoii. 
'  In  1840  he  bought  a  beautiful  residence  on  Blue  Hill, 
'  in  Milton,  where  three  children  wore  born. — Mary 
Fraooea,  Annie  Crawford,  and  Susan  Goodman.  Five 
years  later  he  removed  to  Dedham,  and  ainee  that  time 
— thirty-nine  years  ago — he  has  lived  there.  Here 
Carrie  Ward,  ilie  younpest  child,  w,is  born.   She  died 
in  Boston  in  1.S71'     Randolph  Martthall  married,  ia 
1863,  Mary  Viutou,  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  H.  Vinton, 
of  St.  Mark's  Churdi,  New  Tork  City.    He  died 
Sept.  11,  1872,  in  Bedham,  leaving  two  dauirhlers, 
tvht»,  with  their  iimther,  live  in  Hnston.    A'_'ue-<<  Wliite 
married,  in  18.59,  Charles  Van  Brunt,  of  Dedham,  sod 
of  Commodore  Van  Brant,  of  the  United  States  navy. 
Mary  Franeee  married,  in  1863,  Dr.  Conrthmd  Hop- 
pin,  of  Providence,  R.  L    He  died  in  1876,  leaving 
three  ehildren.    Annie  Crawford  married,  in  13G7, 
I  Edward  Sttirgis  Grew.    They  have  four  children  and 
■  live  in  Boetoo.   He  ia  partner  in  the  a 
!  houae  of  L^renoe  &  Co.,  successors  to  the  < 
firm  nf  the  ia**t  [generation  fif  A.  &  A.  Lnwrenee  k 
Co.    Su>^an  (rijudmun  married,  in  1867,  Gustav  8tell- 
wag,  a  German  merchant,  who  lives  iu  New  York. 
!     In  Dedham  'Mr.  Clark  took  an  aetive  intereet  in 
all  looal  improvements.    He  wan  the  ehief  promoter 
of  the  Dedham  and  ilyd"  Park  Ga.«  Company  some 
thirty  years  ago,  and  has  ftir  many  years  bceu  presi- 
dent of  the  corporation.    More  reoeotly  the  people 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  Clark,  with  two  or  three  enter- 
priaing  eittaena,  for  perhaps  the  greatest  boon  that 
has  ever  b<»en  <vinferrcd  upon  the  town,  the  water- 
works, giving  an  ample  supply  of  pure  spring  water 
for  all  domeatie  and  ftn  porpoaea.   But  ibr  bis  peea* 
niary  aid  and  inlliieoee  it  is  not  probable  that  thn 
would  have  been  aoeompltahed  perbape  fiw  maay 
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years.    From  hit  earliest  residence  in  town  h«  baa  | 

been  iDtimately  ideotified  with  St.  Paul's  Kpiscopnl 
Pariph,  under  thp  rwtnr?liip  of  hi?*  early  and  ciinstant 
iViend,  l\ev.  Samuel  B.  Babuoclt,  D.D.  He  was  fur 
intny  yeafs  jnnior  mrden,  mth  \m  friend  In  Oleve*  | 
land  as  Molor.  He  was  a  lilxTal  contribator  in  all 
the  dcpartmpnfs  of  church  ami  pnrish  work.  He 
was  trt'queotlj^  chosen  delegate  to  the  dtocesaa  coo-  . 
vendon. 

Sooo  after  the  tveatj  with  die  lodianif  by  whieb 

the  upper  peninsula  of  Mic1ii;_':in  was  ceded  to  the 
Unitf^  States  when  the  vast  wealth  of  the  mineral 
depofeitii  began  to  be  known  and  appreciated,  be  be- 
euue  greatly  iotereated  in  tbeae  landa,  and  haa  aiaee  | 
that  time  beeo  ideotified  with  the  wonderfai  devel. 
opment  of  that  rctrinti  wliich  has  added  so  vastly  to 
the  nati<)i)nl  woakh.  and  lias  beeomc  one  of  tlif>  lead- 
ing sources  of  cupper  supply  fur  the  world,  while  thi«  , 
wiMerDeaB  of  iee  and  anew  baa  been  eoDTerted  into  a  | 
vigorous  and  thrifty  nDniinonwealth,  with  schools  and 
churches,  and  the  a<»<*ompnnimpnt.i  of  civilization  as  ' 
found  in  the  Eastern  Statea.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  proprietoia  of  the  land  which  made  op  the 
Cahiinet  and  Heda  mines  wben  they  were  eotared  at 
onedolbr  and  twenty-five  cents  per  aennnder  the  land 
department  of  the  United  States  pr'>vernm6ut.  This 
ia  probably  the  richest  copper-mining  property  ever 
developed  in  the  annals  of  mining.  The  present  valua- 
tktt  is  about  twenty-five  million  dotlars,  while  an  equal 
amount  ha;*  been  divided  \n  tnotie}'  to  the  shareholders, 
aggregating  Httle  less  than  fifty  million  dollan<.  I!n 
is  president  of  the  St.  Mary's  Canal  Mineral  Land 
Company.  This  was  the  largest  hnd  eompany  in  the  j 
United  States  up  to  the  time  when  the  enormous  sub- 
sidie?-  for  r;iilri>ad  building  began  to  work.  This  u'rant 
was  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  from 
As  United  States  goveromeot  to  the  State  of  Michigan 
Ibr  the  parpoae  of  bnildiog  a  eaoal  nrand  the  Falls 
of  Bt,  Mafj's  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Soperier,  and  its 
completion  opftird  to  the  world  thf  vnst  commerce 
of  that  inland  ocean.  Now,  since  the  Mortbern  Pa- 
flifie  Baitroad  is  extended  to  Pogat  Sonud  and  the 
BmiSc  Ooean,  (he  mind  can  hardly  grasp  the  msgni- 
todeof  the  interests  involved.  He  is  president  of  the 
Osceola  rr.n^olidati'd  Mines,  a  legitimate  and  conser- 
vative company,  which  has  been  successfully  worked 
nme  ten  yeata,  and  in  the  past  seven  yean  has  paid 
regular  dividends  aggreguting  about  one  million  dollars 
to  the  r*liareho]der«(.  For  Oiori'  than  forty  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  managera  and  treai^urer  of  the 
"Episoopal  Clerical  Fund,"  a  chartered  society  for 
the  leBef  of  aged  and  indigent  ele^men,  and  a 
liberal  oantribntor  lo  ita  fnnda.   In  1881  he  made 


a  gift  of  ten  thousand  dollan  as  a  memorial  to  his 

!5on.  who  was  for  many  year."?  <rroaily  interested  in 
it.s  beneficent  work.  This  land  is  known  as  iho 
"  Kaudolph  Marshall  Clark  Memorial  Fund."  He 
is  one  of  the  board  of  trastess  of  donations  to  the 
Protestant  Episoopal  Church,  and  has  been  for  forty- 
five  year?".  He  has  traveled  quite  exten.-ivi  ty  at  home 
and  abroad,  has  made  ten  voyages  acru^  the  AUautic, 
made  an  extended  tonr  through  Norway  and  Sweden 
andOontinentalSnrope.  From  Stockiiolm  he  erosasd 
the  Baltic  through  Finland  to  Petersburg  nod  Mos- 
cow to  Novgorod,  at  iho  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Volga;  then  down  that  river  and  the  Don  by  the  Sea 
of  Aaof  and  the  Struts  of  Kerteh  into  the  Blaok  Sea, 
visiting  Sevastopol,  BalaklaTa,  and  the  intensely  in- 
tcrcstlti*:  field.s  of  the  ^rrent  fitrif-  of  Fmnei'  and  Enjx- 
land  a;/uitisl  Rus-si.i  in  isril  f),"),  retiiriiin;,',  na  Odettsa 
and  Galuts,  up  the  Danube  through  iiungary  and 
Austria.  He  also  visited  Coba  soon  after  the  bloody 
termination  of  the  Lopez  expedition,  having  for  Its 
object  the  invasion  and  revolution  of  that  island. 

The  sudden  death  of  Randolph  Marshall  was  a 
severe  shook  to  bn  father,  and  made  bim  nearly  for- 
get bis  interests  in  matten  of  daily  life.  Bat  he 
aoon  resumed  the  management  of  his  affairs,  which 
Hince  his  protracted  absence  in  Europe  he  had  almost 
wholly  placed  in  bis  son  s  hands  by  unlimited  power  of 
attorney.  His  early  eduoadon  was  ander  the  eye  of 
his  pastor.  Dr.  Baboook,  of  Dedharo ;  then  he  went 
to  Churchill's  n<ilitar\'  schonl,  at  Sitr.:  Sin^:,  N.  Y., 
where  he  jirepared  for  Harvani  University.  He 
graduated  with  honor  in  the  class  of  1855.  Then 
he  spent  some  yean  in  travel  and  stndy,  and  entered 
into  mercantile  life  as  tre:isurer  of  a  factory  in  which 
his  father  waf  lar^^oly  intere-^ted.  The  church  of  his 
choice  in  which  he  was  reared  carried  the  affections 
and  convictiuDs  of  his  manhood.  He  was  a  devout 
oborobmaa. 

On  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the 
!  Mussachuiietts  First  Cavalry  as  lieutenant,  and  went  to 
South  Carolina,  where  he  served  in  the  region  about 
Hilton  Head  and  Beanfbrt.    He  aaw  some  hard 
ssrvioB  there.  Then  ordered  North,  he  served  on  tlm 
I  lower  Potf^niac.  and  the  campaign  culminated  for  him 
in  the  hard-fought  battle  at  .\ntietam.    lie  was  pro- 
moted to  captain  in  the  Mat^Huchusetts  Second  Cavalry 
j  Regiment,  b«t  wss  soon  iHtwinvaluUd  by  tbesuigeon 
of  his  regiment  witbottt  bia  consent,  or  even  his 
kiJowledEre,  and  retnrnod  to  his  home  with  broken 
health.    Disease  contracted  here  probably  cost  him 
his  life. 

He  wss  thiMvngbly  ednoated, — aaoompfisbed  in 
Ftaneb  and  German.    He  travelad  mneh,  raossed 
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the  Atlantic  twelve  times,  spent  a  winter  in  Dresden, 
made  a  journey  throusrh  Norway  and  Sweden,  visited 
Russia  twice,  and  bad  exceptional  iacilities  for  ob- 
MrrMbn  wbidk  ha  did  nob  ful  to  improve.  Hb 
occasional  letters  to  ths  pNM,  over  the  .sltrnature  of 
"  Dolpliti.s,"  wore  extensively  copied  tlirough  the 
country.  His  lecture  on  "  Moscow  and  Central  i 
Russia"  was  received  with  marked  favor. 

The  n«eptioo«l  rdattoiw  of  oompMiioMiiip  «iid 
tmtt  which  always  existed  with  his  fsthcr  W«rft  M- 
flUirkably  tender  und  touching. 

Tb^  following  tribute  to  his  worth  ia  most  appro-  i 
priate  tnd  expraarive:  | 

"MiLiTAKV  OttuEK  hot  Ah  Leoiox,  U>ited  Statks. 

''IlEAtMji'ARTSM  OoHMAIIMmT  Or  TBK  8tatb  or 

"MAMAOKOsam. 

"  BotTOif,  Ootober  3, 1873. 
At  afit:ite':i  niccting  of  this  ('"iiuiiftn'icn  ,  LcM  at  (bo  Parker 
IIouM,  Sobool  Street,  on  Wedoeada/  ereaing,  October  1,  1873,  i 
tba  MIowtag  npwt  of  a  «aiiiB!ttM  to  draft  NMlntkMS  ralatfr* 
to  tlib  dvoento  of  CoropKnion  Captsin  Randolph  M.  Clark, 
Ute  First  Begiinent  MMMoliuiettis  Voliiot«ers  Cavalry,  waa 
adopM; 

"  AKPOBT. 

*'Compaiiloa08]rtalBSaBdolpb  KartbaM  Clark,  died  at  his 

boyli"U J'<  lioiiui,  ut  DpJIiiiiii,  MiissiicViUflftti',  Se|ili  tiibi'r  11.1 87'!. 

"  An  earnoat,  upright  man,  itrong  in  hit  convictiong  and 
MRwiwtfMia  ta  Ids  «ipi«nl4M  af  tbsv,— lia  aaltad  with  a  «al.  I 

tivatedmind  sound  judgment  and  thormi^hne!**, — indcpcnrlence 
of  thought  and  fearlessneu  o(^a«tion, —  kiuiiliueii  uf  L curt  and 
tenderneM  of  sympathy, — ^goremed  always  by  priueiples  of  | 
light  aad  jaitio*^— a  tnutad  fri«Bd«— «  goad  aoldiw,— a  valn«d 
oltlsan,r^  tme  matt. 

'' Hfolved,  That   hy  his  :I,-.it!i  >■>  «lricki-n    fnuii  the  li-f  <lf  J 

liriog  oompaoioDsbip  and  added  to  the  inereiuing  roll  of  oar 
fill—  eofaradN,— who  rat  ia  ptati^  aaothsr  nanMk  whkh 
phall  be  guar<1ed  in  tnomory  with  tenderness. 

"  JRrtuivtd,  Thai  wo  deeply  deplore  the  death  of  our  eom- 
paoioa  la  tha  midtt  of  his  waAilnsai,  and  raaMw  iba  laoi  we 
an  «all«d  to  ■oan.  | 

"  Rmolrtd,  That  w«  teoder  Onr  heartfelt  tympatby  to  tbat 

hom<-!  L-ircU'  ill  "liicli  tic  w^i."  lnvi''l, 

"  Metolvetl,  That  the  recorder  bo  instructed  to  traaimit  a 
»tff  orih«MNiolatloQ*  to  the  adIlHod  flMBlly  ofaar  daeoaaad 

conipaniun,  Hii !  th.tt  this  decUrntion  of  our  rMIMllMiatMa  be  ' 
entered  upon  the  reoordu  of  this  Cummaaderj.  j 

*'ABirou»  A.  Ra.xu,  1  | 

"Col.  U.  S.  Vols., 

«Breretilia.-<i»n.  U.S.  VoU.,  Oiai«it«M. 

"FBAHCit  A.  Qsiftair, 

"  BreTot  Brig.-0«B.  U.  S.  Toll.,  J 

[Sztiaot  fma  tha  lliaataa.] 

"CSABua  DaTBsa,  Jr., 

MaJor-Qaa.  V.  8.  Volt.,  Gtmmander. 
^'Jas.B.Btt.t.,  fffeorder.**  I 


EZRA  W.  TAFT. 

Ezra  W.  Taft,  sou  of  Frederick  aud  Abigail  Wood 
Thft,  was  bora  in  Usbridge,  Masa.,  Aug.  26,  1800. 
Early  iti  life  he  commenced  that  busineM  aotiTitJ 
whieh  has  since  been  characteristic  of  the  man.  He 
came  to  Dedham  in  lb  15  aod  went  to  work  with 
Fnderidc  A.  Tift,  who  imted  tb«  Dedhim  Hanii- 
foetaring  Compeoy.  He.  randned  here  most  of  the 
time  until  1820.  In  that  year,  then  only  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  went  to  the  nei'^hhorintr  (own  of 
Walpole,  where  he  hired  a  Utile  uiiii  and  madu  forty 
thoonnd  yaide  of  negro^sloth  for  the  Southero  trade. 
In  1823  he  went  to  Dover,  N.  H.,  llld  assisted  in 
startiiiL;  the  Cochei'o  Mill,  now  one  of  the  larpjcst 
cotton-mills  iu  New  England,  where  he  remained 
three  years  as  overseer.  In  1826  he  returned  to 
Dedhan  and  took  the  ageoey  of  the  Dedhaat  Haiiii- 
laatoring  Company,  which  position  he  retained  six 
years.  In  1832,  Mr.  Tall  severed  his  connection 
with  this  ooupaoy  and  assumed  the  agency  of  the 
NoriUk  MamilMtariog  Gosipany  at  East  Dedham, 
where  he  h«ib  the  atone  mill  now  staii^i^,  aad  le- 
niained  in  this  connection  thirty  years.  At  the  time 
Mr.  Taft  first  identiRf  l  himself  with  the  manufactur- 
ing business  all  yam  was  spun  at  the  mills  and  sent 
out  through  the  eoaotiy  to  be  woven.  PlroDi  this 
crude  beginning  he  has  lived  to  witness  the  develop- 
ment of  the  bii»<iue«;.s  until  a  modern  woolen-QuU  ia 
one  of  the  wonders  of  the  nineteenth  ^ntury. 

Iu  1864,  Mr.  Taft  retired  from  mauufaotoriug, 
aad  ainee  that  tluM  haa  devoted  himaeir  almoat  eon* 
tinuously  to  the  busiaeas  of  the  town.  For  more 
th^ii  thirty  years  he  was  a  nipmber  of  the  school 
couiuiitiee,  and  for  tbirty-uuo  years  a  director  of  the 
Dadham  Bank,  and  ainoe  1873  haa  bean  ita  praii- 
deafe.  He  has  been  eonneeted  with  the  Dedhav  In- 
stitution for  Savings  since  its  orgatiizatiou.  and  m  one 
of  the  investment  committee  at  the  pre;>cnt  time. 
He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  old  Norfolk  In- 
saraiiee  Company  nooe  its  oiganiiatioit,  and  is  a 
director  in  the  Dedham  Hutoal  losuranoe  Company. 
Ho  was  for  (ourrecn  puccpssive  years  one  of  the  se- 
lectmen of  the  town,  during  twelve  of  which  he  was 
chairman  of  the  board.  He  also  represented  Dedham 
four  yearn  in  the  LegisktaTe,  be^dea  filling  BMny 
other  positions  of  honur  and  trnst.  No  dtiien  of 
the  town  of  Dedham  has  been  so  eootinuously  con- 
nected with  bank  and  town  business  as  Mr.  Tafl, 
who  liTSs  to  enjoy  the  firnition  of  a  aoeoeasfiil  btui- 
uess  career. 

Mr.  Tail's  grandfather,  Samuel  Tafl.  lived  to  he 
over  eighty  years  of  age,  aod  had  twenty-two  ohil- 
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dies.    Be  waH  a  noted  hotel-keeper  io  Uxbridge  | 
daring  the  Revolutiixi,  and  had  tln'  honor  of  cnter- 
tainiD^  Geu.  WaiihingtoD  nod  staff  on  their  jouruey  . 
north.    A  plcasiog  incident  ia  related  in  this  con-  i 
tMedon.    Wadtii^^n  wu  lo  mnoli  pleMedwith  Hr.  | 
TlA**  tW  dmvghtcfs  tlwt  hfl  Mot  them  each  a  hand- 
some drms  as  cvidenef^  of  hia  ^titude  for  their  kind- 
oess  and  attention  to  him  duriajj  his  sojourn.  j 

Fndniok  Tift,  fiakw  of  the  ralgeet  of  tkii  mrtioe, 
vaa  ft  ««7  aetiTA  paUio  nu  in  WoraiMer  Oomlj.  ! 
He  was  purvv  vor  for      the  southern  portions  of  the 
county,  and  for  twenty  years  was  deputy  sheriff.  He 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  cijjhty-seveo,  and  bis  « 
irife,  Abigdl  Wood,  mdied  the      of  ninety  yeen.  | 

Mr.  Taft  w  a  member  of  the  Orthodox  Church, 
»i)d  .1  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  ever  lahorcd 
zealously  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town,  whether 
nsterial,  religious,  or  educational,  all  finding  in  him 
an  eeroeat  adfoeate,  ever  ready  lo  uko  the  laboring 
oar  in  all  zood  works. 

Sept.  8,  1R10,  Mr.  Tafl  united  in  marria<rp  with  | 
Lendamine  Draper,  oldest  daughter  of  Cidviu  Guild,  | 
of  Dedhaan,  and  tlieir  fiunfly  eoariata  of  aiz  ehadren, 
all  of  whom  were  preaent  at  Hr.  and  Hra.  Taft'a 
golden  wedding,  whieb  was  eelebrated  Sefit.  8, 1880.  ' 


CAKLOS  SL.Al'TKK.  ' 

Well  may  the  name  and  worth  of  Carlos  Slaftcr 
have  honorable  meotioa  in  the  history  of  Dedham, 
ftr  to  him,  perhajM  more  than  to  aU  othera,  is  the 
town  indebted  fw  the  prosperity  of  the  high  aohool 
and  for  the  measure  of  usefulness  to  which  it  has 
attained.    This  .-^ehool  was  founded  in  IS.'jl.  and  in 
1862  Mr.  Shifter  became  iiii  prtnctpal,  and  has  re-  ' 
aamed  in  that  eapneity  to  the  pfeaant  tine,  a  period 
of  om  thirty  years.    He  watched  with  untiring  teal 
over  fls  «truL'i;lin^'  infancy,  and,  as  its  hold  on  th« 
community  grew  firmer  and  itn  usefuloess  broader,  ' 
bia  watehlhl  iatanat  kept  even  pace  with  ita  beDefi-  ' 
eent  derdopment.   He  baa  oonatantly  ang^eoted  and  | 
instituted  measures  for  its  progr^ivo  advantage.  , 
At  an  early  day  he  srranjrpd  n  cour><e  of  study  for  I 
three  y^us,  and  soon  after  for  four  years  ;  and,  with  j 
virions  mo^Seirtiooa  denanded  by  the  adTaoee  b 
edttcational  ideas,  the  four  years'  eoorse  has  been 
contiuu(?d.    The  sons  and  daughters  of  his  earliest 
pnpiU)  have  been  graduated,  some  for  e<i!!e2e  and  j 
tMne  for  normal  schools,  and  many  for  busiuetw  pur- 
mita.  Mr.  Slafter  baa  been  a  earrikl  oheerver  of  the 
pngramand  improvements  in  teaching,  and  has  aimed 
to  keep  abreast  of  the  times.   He  baa  found  great 


SOnroea  of  enjoyment  in  his  calling,  and  yet  \uis  not 
been  ;5V.:Jiirb<  d  in  it  a.s  to  lose  interest  in  theaffaixs 
of  the  couimuuity  in  which  he  lives. 

The  Dedbam  Library  Association  was  formed  at 
bia  anggaation,  and  to  his  energy  and  untiring  de> 
votion  is  largely  due  the  foundation  of  the  public 
library,  an  institution  of  <:reat  publie  benefit,  and  of 
which  the  town  has  mach  reason  tu  be  proud. 

Prom  early  manhood,  almoat  Iioyhood,  Mr.  Slafter 
has  been  au  educational  instructor.  He  is  son  of 
Sylvester  and  Mary  Slafter,  and  was  born  in  Thet- 
ford,  Vt.,  July  21,  1825.  The  district  school  fur- 
nished his  early  means  of  education,  and  afler  a  full 
term  of  study  at  Thetford  Aeademy,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  yeaia  atid  a  few  montha,  he  hepn  to  teach 
iti  the  town  of  Fairiee,  Vt.  For  several  years  he 
taught  winter  schools  io  the  town  of  Lyme,  N.  H. 
Dividing  bis  time  between  work  on  the  farm  and 
etudy  at  the  ncndemy,  he  entered  Onrtmonth  College 
in  the  summer  of  1845.  By  teaching  winters  he 
obtained  the  chief  mean-s  of  eonipletinf;  hi«i  co!le«!« 
studies,  and  was  graduated  in  184i).  At  the  dose 
of  hta  oottego  oenne  be  dedded  to  devote  himself  to 
the  teaober'a  ealling,  although  fully  aware  that  it  did 
not  offer  pecuniaiy  wwards  to  satisfy  the  moat 
ambitious  minds. 

The  two  years  after  graduation  he  spent  in  Ded- 
ham, ehiefly  in  teaebing,  but  fbr  aeverai  montha  he 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Ira  Cleveland,  Esq.  In 
1>^.'»1  he  became  principal  of  tlie  hi^jh  school  in 
Frauitiigham,  Mass.,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  he 
was  recalled  to  Dedbam,  where  the  years  of  his  active 
life  have  been  spent. 

In  May,  1865,  Mr.  Shfter  was  ordained  a  deacon 
in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  wa.s  chap- 
laiu  several  years  for  the  Dedham  jail  and  house  of 
oomotion,  but,  finding  ekrieal  dutiea  eombined 
with  teaebing  too  bardeoeome,  for  aerend  yean  ho 
has  wholly  relin<jui.shcd  the  former. 

In  1858  ho  married  RpImmssi,  daujrhtcr  of  William 
and  liebeooa  (Dagget)  Bailard,  and  their  family  con- 
sists of  a  eon  and  daughter, — ^Theodore  Shoiey  and 
Annie  Rebecca, — the  former  an  artist,  educated  in 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Munich,  and  is  now  in  Bo.*- 
ton,  and  the  latter,  having  spent  three  years  in  the 
Massachusetts  Normal  Art  Sohool,  is  now  a  teaeher 
of  art  in  the  Westfield  Normsl  Sehool,  at  Westield, 
Mass. 

ELIPHALBT  STOKB. 
Eliphalet  Stone  was  bom  in  Hubbardston,  Wor> 

cester  Co,  Ma«s.,  May  12,  1813.  At  the  aj:e  of 
six  years  he  was  left  &therleas,  and  his  fiunily  being 
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in  very  HMNlenite  circumstaDoos  he  wm  idopted  by  «  | 

rplnfivo.    Thoujzh  he  Tvns  nnihitioii"  to  !i<'r]nire  an 
education,   his  early  advantagcB  were  eztrviueiy  | 
Uim(«l,  bdog  Sttcfc  «a  fliniien'  boys  reoeived  forty  ' 
y«m  «go  in  tbo  distnet  icbool.   He  entered  into  the 
acdve  businei<s  of  life  at  an  i-arly  aire,  and  in  1833 
setUcd  in  Dedham.  sitn'i-  whirh  tiuie  he  has  been 
largely  engaged  in  the  baking  and  grocery  bui*inei!«,  , 
ml  estate  and  bailding,  and  for  many  years  was  the  ' 
leading  auctioneer  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and 
wliat  i.-  a  little  iiiiiiMial  with  >ri  mnny  "  irons  in  the 
tire,   he  fiuoueeded  in  all.    He  has  been  especially 
active  in  building  resideDceH  in  the  cost  village,  and  . 
has  labored  earnestly  to  adranoe  the  interests  of  this 
part  of  the  town,  and  has  lived  to  see  tt  develop  Ironi 
an  losigniBcant  portion  of  the  town  to  its  present  I 
pnwperoQs  ooodition. 

Hr.  Stone  from  esrly  youth  has  msnifeated  a  livdy 
interest  io  afQrienltnre  and  hortienltaral  punuils,  and 
ha^  written  many  valuable  papers  on  fruit  culture. 

Col.  Stone,  as  he  is  fiimiliarly  called,  Ims  been  1 
honored  by  his  fellow-citiseas  with  many  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  and  for  fbnr  years  repie-  j 
sented  the  town  of  Dcdhaui  in  the  legislature,  viz., 
1861 ,  "62,  '63,  'no.    ThtH  was  iluriog  the  dark  day.s  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  it  is  but  simply  justice  to  Col. 
Stone  to  add,  that  during  the  war  no  person  was  | 
more  interested  io  the  welfare  of  oar  soldiers  than 
he,  and  that  he  even  SSicrificed  hb  business  interests 
to  vi.ail  the  Mildien*  upon  the  field,  and  made  arrange- 
ments fur  tbeir  comfort,  and  also  interested  hiniiscif 
in  making  suitable  provnion  for  their  famiiiea.  Be 
nevoleooe  is  one  of  his  leading  eharaeteristies,  and  : 
no  one  was  ever  turned  empty-handed  from  his  door. 

Although  now  p;ist  the  scriptural  age  of  three- 
score and  ten,  he  apparently  retains  all  the  vigor  and 
elsstietty  of  youth,  sad  is  a  spedmen  of  the  good- 
natttred,  whnle-soalcd,  careless  man,  whose  greatness 
hang)^  lijlitly  iipnn  hiiii.  He  has  a  prodigiour*  amount 
of  power,  whieh  he  carries,  apparently,  with  the  ut- 
most iudififerenoe  and  unconcern  to  himself.  He  is  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  gentleman  of  (he  old  school 
With  much  di;.'nity  and  ciMirte>y  in  his  manoers,  he  '■ 
is  .strictly  hunorablc  frutik  in  lii^  tiddrcs.s,  a  keen 
observer  of  men,  emphatic  in  the  expreftsion  of  his 
views,  and  is  justly  held  in  high  osteetn  by  the  people 
of  Dedtiam.    Be  is  a  Republiean  in  polities. 

Get.  10,  183!l,  he  united  in  marri:^  with  Etiia-  ^ 
b<>th,  daughter  »  f  the  htt**  Thomas  B;(rrf»ws,  a  notice 
uf  whom  may  be  tieea  on  a  previous  pagu  of  thu) 
work. 


KiiK.NEZKU  PAUL. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  traces  his  ancestry  in 
this  conntry  to  Kiehard  Paul,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Taunton,  Mass.,  who  is  first  mentioned  as  pnrehas* 

ing  land  in  Taunton  in  1637,  and  married  MaijoKe 
Turner,  of  Taunton,  in  103'*.  The  line  of  descent  is 
afi  follows:  Richard,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Samuel,  Eb- 
eneier,  Samuel,  Bbeneier.  Samnel,  the  great-grand' 
father  of  Ebenezer,  came  to  Dedham  in  1719,  and 
si'lilcd  in  a  pMrtiun  uf  tlit-  town  which  is  now  known 
as  Hyde  Park,  bordcrin.'  on  the  Nepon«et  River, 
where  five  generations  of  the  name  subsequently  lived 
from  1719  to  1867, — one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
yean.  (A  portion  of  this  funn  wiis  occupied  by  (he 
government  duritifr  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  was 
koown  as  the  "  Readville  Oamp^^jrounds.")  Hb  aoo, 
KhoncMT  Fsnl,  was  bora  June  16, 1738,  and  died 
Aug.  20, 1803.  Samnel,  son  of  Bboueser,  was  bom 
July  21,  1784,  and  died  July  8,  1833. 

Ebeneaer,  the  subj.  ct  uf  this  sketch,  wss  horn  in 
that  part  uf  Dedham  now  known  as  Hyde  Park,  Nov. 
26, 1619.  He  wss  reared  as  a  farmer,  and  has  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  through  life.  He  has 
given  his  time  and  attention  to  bis  favorite  calling, 
and  is  ranked  among  the  pmgressive  ajTricnlturista 
of  the  town.  He  Ls  a  worthy  eiiiaen  and  a  man  of 
Sterling  integrity.  In  1867,  after  its  ooetqiuey  by  the 
government,  he  sold  the  Paul  farm  and  pnrobased  the 
Deacon  Samuel  Fales  estate  in  Dedham.  where  he 
now  resides  Pulitically,  be  is  a  Republicao,  and  a 
member  of  the  Orthodox  Cougrcgstional  Choreh. 

April  15, 1847,  Mr.  Paul  united  in  marriage  with 
Susan  Dreiwer,  of  Dedham,  a  native  of  Lunenburg, 
Mass.  They  have  had  six  children,  five  of  whom 
arc  living,  via. :  Henry  M .,  born  June  25,  1S51 ; 
Bdward  C,  bom  Oct.  10, 1853 ;  laaae  F.,  bom  Nov. 
26,  18.16;  Ebeoeier  T.,  born  Dec  6,  1858;  Susan 
F.,  boro  May  24,  T'^*'! ,  died  Oot.  12, 1862;  Martha 
D.,  born  Nov.  1,  1H65. 

Henry  M.  ;;raduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 
1873,  and  flrom  Thayer  School  of  Civil  Bngineering 
in  187:').  He  then  went  to  Washington  as  assistant 
pruft',-- ir  of  a«tiv>nntny  in  the  T'nited  8lat«>  Xuval 
Obsiervaiory.  He  iiiarried  Augusta  A.  Qray,  of 
Wii^ihington,  .\ug.  27, 1878.  In  1880  he  was  oaQed 
to  Japan  to  open  the  ehair  of  astronomy  at  the  Im- 
perial University  of  Tokio,  whieh  position  he  held 
till  hi.s  return  to  his  former  position  in  Washington 
in  the  fall  of  1883.  He  has  one  son,  Carroll  Paul, 
bora  in  Tokio,  Japan,  May  6,  1882.  BdwanI  C. 
resides  in  Dedham,  and  is  assistant  cashier  of  tftt 
Dedham  Institution  for  Savinp.    He  manied  Jo* 
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>f;phine  M.  Prince,  of  Dedham,  Oct.  12,  1881. 
i<;iao  F.  cradtialed  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1878, 
wai  aduiitteii  to  the  bar  ia  1882,  and  is  now  a  prao- 
tiaog  lawyer  in  th«  dty  of  Bdtton,  wbera  he  TwidM. 
He  married  Ida  L.  Batchellcr,  of  Fitzwilliani,  N.  H., 
March  21.  1  ^Sri.  Khi'nczi  r  T.  reside*  OD  the  liome- 
stead.  He  tuarried  Marietta  Taylor,  of  Wakefield, 
Ma^,  Nov.  7,  1882.  Martha  D.  is  at  home  with 
her  pticatSi  not  haTing  y«t  oompleted  her  edaMtion. 


CU.4CXCBY  C.  CEURCHn-L. 

Channoej  C.  Chmehai,  ma  ot  WflKm  L,  tna 
Bin  I^inpheH  Ghimliin,  wii  bom  in  Wot  Fairiee, 

Vt.,  Sept.  26,  1815.  Like  many  of  the  leadiug  men 
of  to-day  at  the  bar.  amon?  the  clerpy,  and  in  busi- 
ness circles,  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  received  the 
■dviBtagiM  of  the  oommon  eiid  high  schools,  and 
tubsM^ueotly  engaged  in  teaehiog.  During  fuur 
■winters  ho  rngni^cd  in  tlii-i  laudahlt'  Vdcatioii .  ifi  ttic 
raeao  time  working  on  a  farm  during  the  fall  and 
summer  seasotis. 

In  1839  he  went  to  Saliibory,  Him.,  as  an  em- 
ployi-  in  the  Salbbaiy  Mills,  where  he  remained  until 
1842.  He  then  fame  to  Dodhaiu,  !h>H  entered  the 
employ  of  what  is  now  the  MerclianU^  Wooleo  Com- 
pany h  Mills,  KBUunbg  thirteen  years,  until  1855. 

His  bmioeia  eepmniy,  integrity,  end  daefolnsse 
H  a  citizen  had  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
«8teeni  nf  the  people  of  Norfolk  County,  and  in  1855 
he  was  elected  to  the  responuble  and  honorable 
oiee  of  eounfey  troMOier,  end  ha*  been  MOOMsiTely 
rejected  to  the  {maent  tine,  a  period  of  nearly 
thirty  years. 

In  1864  he  was  appointed  deputy  ooUector  oi°  in- 
ternal revenue,  and  served  five  years.  He  was  also 
ft  member  of  the  Dedham  aehool  eommittee  for  nine 
years,  commeod^g  In  1871.  Although  not  a  oom- 
municant  of  any  ecclesiastical  body,  lie  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Allin  Evangelical  Society,  in  Bed- 
hen,  and  has  lieaa  its  ooHaetor  and  tnwmrei  for 
a  nnmber  of  yeata. 

June  7,  1842,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Peme- 
lia  Sabin,  daughter  of  Deacon  Bcnajah  Sabin,  of 
Salisbury,  Mass.,  and  their  family  consii>ts  of  two 
childien,  a  son,  Gbavncej  S.,  and  a  daughter,  lea- 
dore  Maria,  wife  of  Charles  H.  Leeland,  of  Dedham. 

Mr.  ChurcliiirH  lonj^  and  honorable  public  sorvicc 
has  won  him  huHt.s  of  frieods,  and  he  is  ju>tly  ir 
guded  as  one  of  Dedham's  moet  esteemed  and 
iMBorad  eitisens;  alt  movements  looking  to  the 
welfare  of  his  adopted  town  have  fonnd  in  him  an 
•dvoeate. 


GEORGE  A.  SOUTHGATE.  M.I>. 

Dr.  (ieorgo  A  ^muhgatc  dates  his  anw-fry  in  thi.s 
country  to  Richard  8oulhgate,  who  came  from  Eng> 
land  in  1714,  the  line  of  descent  bnng  as  follows: 
Richard,  Richard,  Isaac,  Samuel,  Samuel,  George  A. 

In  1718-19  the  hittor.  with  bis  fiiiuily,  consi.stiug 
of  wife  and  five  children,  accompanied  by  his  brother 
John,  joined  a  company  who  moved  from  Boston  and 
vidnity  to  Strawberrry  ffill,  in  Woroest^  Connty, 
and  organized  the  town  now  known  as  Leicester. 

Tho  fldcr  Kicliard  Southgate  wa.«  the  first  tr.-asurer 
of  the  lowu  and  a  large  landholder,  receiving  trom 
the  original  grant  seven  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land.  He  was  a  eivi)  engineer,  and  did  mneh  in 
makin<^  and  laying  out  lots  in  the  town.  The  lon- 
gevity of  the  family  is  nnriarkable.  Richard  died  in 
Leicester,  aged  eighty -four,  and  his  son  Richard  also 
died  in  Leioestcr,  aged  eighty-fbar. 

Isaao,  SOD  of  thoseoond  HiLimrd,  also  lived  and  died 

iu  Leicester  at  the  n-.'C  of  cii:lity-r>ne ;  and  Saim;  1 
son  of  Isaac,  lived  and  died  in  Leicester,  in  1859, 
aged  eighty-one ;  and  Samuel,  £ither  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketeb,  died  in  Dedham  in  1877,  aged  seventy 
years. 

Dr.  Southgate's  moth<»r  was  Ciiarlottf  Warren  Ful- 
ler, daughter  of  Charlotte  Warren.  His  maternal 
great-grandmother  was  BiimlMth  Whoder,  and  bis 
great-greai-gniodmother  Mary  Bdeher  Bass  Hen- 

shaw,  whose  father  was  Joseph  Bass,  who  married 
Ruth  Alden,  daughter  of  John  Alden  and  Priscilla 
Mullen.  His  mother  and  grandmother  arc  both 
living  in  Leicester,  aged  seventy-three  and  ninety- 
three  years  respectively. 

Dr.  Southgate  was  born  in  Leicester.  Sept.  27, 
1833,  and  educated  at  Leicester  Academy,  where  he 
fitted  for  college,  and  continued  under  a  private  tutor 
for  two  yean.  AfUv  spending  two  years  in  New 
York  he  entered  the  office  of  Jonathan  £.  Linncll, 
M.D.,  of  Worrcstcr.  and  when  sufficiently  advanced 
entered  the  medical  departmoat  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, Hanover,  N.  H.,  under  Dixi  Orosby.  Ho 
took  his  degree  in  Phibddphta  in  1859,  and  in  the 
same  year  commenced  practice  in  Millbury,  where  he 
remained  until  July,  1863,  when  he  removed  to  Dod- 
liam,  where  be  has  since  rcmaiutHl  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profcsdon.  He  was  married  June  13, 
1860,  to  Miss  .Mary  Bi;:.  low  Willwn,  of  West  Rox- 
bury.  datiLjlittT  of  III  V.  Liitht'r  Wilison.  uf  Petersham, 
and  bister  ot  Kev.  E,  B.  Willsoo,  now  ot  Salem,  for- 
merly of  West  Rozbury.  They  have  five  children, 
—Robert  Willsoo,  Dslia  Wdls,  May  Fuller,  Walter 
Bradford,  and  FTrlfii  Louise.  Politicdly,  he  is  a 
BepuUican,  and  in  idigbn,  Uberd. 
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JBBBHTAR  V.  OAY.  ' 

Jeremiah  W.  Oay  was  boro  in  Dedbam,  Aug.  30, 
1804.    His  fiither,  Gapi.  WiDiuD  Oay,  wm  born  | 
hi  Dcdhain,  June  2."),  1752.     Nov.  25,  179«,  he  , 
mairifd  Kliziil)et!i  Whitiiii;,  i>f  Dedliani.  thn  daupli- 
ter  of  Joshua  Whiting,     whom  he  had  four  cliitdrea,  : 
-»WiUiam  King,  who  was  born  April  20,  1792,  and 
di«d  Jaa.  6, 1860;  Sophia,  who  was  born  Sept.  21, 
1793,  and  died,  unmarried,  at  the  a<;e  of  seventy-eight 
years;  Lucy,  who  wa«  born  Sept.  22, 1797,  and  died, 
unmarried,  at  the  age  of  eigbly-five  yeara  j  and  Jcr- 
enkli  W.,  who  ww  mnkd  to  HaoMh  E.  I^ean,  | 
drai^ter  of  Jowph  and  Hannah  (Farria^Um)  Daon,  J 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Joseph  A.,  who  died 
at  the  ope  nf  twenty-seven  and  T.nsher,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  yean>.    W  illiaai  King  Qay  married  i 
SoMQ  Gould,  by  whom  ho  bad  three  childreo.   Oapt.  | 
William  Gay  died  at  the  age  of  sevealy<MZ  years,  and 
Elisabeth  Wliiiin;;,  hia  wife,  died  at  the  apr  nf  ninety- 
one  years.    The  grandfather  of  Jeremiah  W.  Gay  wajj 
Deacwn  Ichabod  Gay,  who  married  Elizabeth  King, 
who  died  ol  (he       of  Ibrty'two  yesis.   Ho  ifler- 
wsrds  married  Looy  Bidiard«,  who  also  died  at  the 
aff<»  of  spventy-threfl  y<'ar!».    Deacon  Tchabod  Gay  was 
a  farmer,  as  were  nearly  uU  the  auciuitors  of  Jeremiah. 
Ho  died,  greatly  respected,  Dec.  14,  1814,  at  the  age  ^ 
of  ninelj-ODe  years.   The  greet'gnnd&tber  of  Jeie* 
miah  W.  Gay  was  Lusher  Gay,  who  was  born  Sept.  : 
26,  1685.    The  ^eat-preat  crrandfather  of  the  sub-  | 
ject  of  this  sketch  wa»  Nathaniel  Oay,  who  was  born 
in  1642.   Of  Jeremiah  W.  Gey  it  may  well  bo  sdd 
theft  he  hee  shown  respect  to  the  scriptural  injunction, 
"remove  not  the  ancient  landmark  which  thy  fathers 
have  set  up,"  for  the  old  homestead  has  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  family  from  the  time  of  the  first 
settleDMnt  of  Dedhen  down  tbtoogh  six  geaentions 
to  the  present  time.    The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Gay  Were 
buried  in  the  Flrsi  Parish  cemetery  sod  in  the  cen< 
etery  io  West  Dedham. 

The  ednostionsl  advantages  enjoyed  by  Hr.  Gay 
were  thoae  of  Ae  eommon  sehooL  He  has  been  a  fsr- 
mer  all  hi.H  life,  and  the  presence  of  a  comfortable  home 
with  modern  appointments,  fine  barns  and  outbuild- 
ings, and  broad,  well-tilled  acres  dearly  indicate  a 
large  nessnre  of  soeeeas.  Mr.  Gay  inherits  the 
manly  bearing  and  positive  cbaraoter  of  Deacon  Teh  a 
Ixid  Gay,  hi"?  grandfather,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Gay  were 
members  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  were  highly 
leepeoted.  Hr.  Gay  was  in  politics  a  member  of  the 
Whig  party,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
liflao  party  from  its  oiganiaation.   fie  hss  been  an 


OKtensiTo  reader  on  agrieultural  matters,  ia  well  ad* 
v!«ed  of  the  current  news  of  the  duy,  and  iis  a  man 
whose  opinion  on  general  matters  is  rendered  of  value 
by  reason  of  the  stnidy  good  sense  with  which  he  is 
endowed.  Mr.  Gay  has  lived  in  Dedham  ali  his  life, 
and  has  alwsys  bsoi  Nspoeled  as  a  good  dtiaen  and 
neighbor. 


EDWIN  WHITING. 

Edwin  Whit  in  e,  only  ton  of  Abner  and  Loacada 
Whiting,  was  bom  in  Dedham,  Jan.  27,  ISOO. 
His  father  was  boro  in  Dedham  and  married  Loacada 
Whiting,  by  whom  he  had  four  ehildreo,  throe  daugh- 
ters  and  one  son.  In  1786  he  built  the  house  ia 
which  his  children  were  bom,  and  which  has  been 
ooDtiDuooaly  oooupied  by  members  of  the  iamily  up 
to  the  present  time.  Tbera  have  been  but  two  deaths 
in  the  old  homestead,  that  of  himsslf  snd  that  of  his 
wife. 

Edwin  is  oC  the  seventh  freneration  from  Nathaniel 
Whiting,  who  sealed  iu  Ruxbury,  Norfolk  Co.,  at 
a  very  early  date. 

The  ancestors  of  Bdwin  became  farmers  and  mil- 
lers,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  business  aHer  the 
settlement  of  Dedham,  prior  to  which  one  had  settled 
ou  the  banbaof  the  Charles  Biv«r  and  another  on  the 
Neponset  River,  where  they  gainod  a  livelihood  by 
trapping  and  hwiting.  Edwin's  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  Edwin  was  reared  on  the  farm,  beiop;  the  fourth 
obild,  his  three  sisters  passing  away  at  advanced  agee. 
Bdwln*s  Mu»  died  at  the  sgo  of  seventy^seven,  end 
his  mother  at  the  sgO  of  dgbty-slz. 

Mr.  Whiting  received  the  sort  of  cdacation  ordi- 
narily obtained  in  the  district  fjchoo!,  attending;  only 
the  winter  term,  and  working  ou  the  farm  with  his 
filtlier  during  the  summer.  Thus  he  oonlioQed  to 
live  until  the  death  of  his  lather,  when  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two  years  he  took  possession  of  the  farm,  making 
juHt  and  equitable  settlement  with  bis  glisters  for  their 
portion  of  tht&t  ftther"*  eslilo.  He  subsequently 
inherited  considersUe  property  from  hia  nude,  Ed- 
wsrd  W' ]iitinL%  who  died  without  issue.  Mr.  Whit- 
ing's paternal  cmndfaiher  was  Josoph,  and  his  ma- 
j  ternal  grandfather  wa.s  Joshua.  Mr.  Whitiog  married 
I  Rebecca  Dean,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Hannah  (Farrington)  Dean,  of  Dedham,  by  whom 
there  was  born  to  them  n  d  iuehter  and  son.  Mrs. 
Whitin.,'  died  Feb.  12,  18H1',  and  the  daughter, 
Franocti  li.,  directs  the  household  affairs  for  her 
father.  The  son,  Gooi|^  B.,  eanies  on  the  Arm 
aftirs.  Mr.  Whitlnig  has  been  a  farmer  all  hia  life, 
and  at  ooe  time  owned  a  large  traot  of  kod  about 
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the  M  hooMttMdt  trat  now  hia  real  estate  poflsessioDfl 

coiuprise  some  one  hundred  and  forty  acrrs  only,  lie 
haviog  invested  to  some  extent  in  mcKierti  securities. 
Mr.  Whiting  was  a  Whig  in  politico,  but  «t  the 
jpramt  time  takei  Irat  little  iDtemt  in  poHtleal 
affidn,  being  content  to  lead  a  quiet  life  at  liis  hotte. 

19  independent  ID  hi*  nli^otu  ooanetioni  end  e 
good  dtiien.  I 

I 

WILLIAM  AMB8. 

Amofl  Ames,  of  Groton,  Mass.,  waa  born  Jan.  18, 
1734 ;  WM  e  ftrmer  end  ]»itg»  land-mnier.  He  aer* 

ried  Abic^iil  Bulkl.  j,  bom  Oek  28, 1733,  dangbcer  i 
of  Col.  Juliu  Bulkley.  who  was  a  prominent  citizen  I 
of  Grotoo,  where  he  died  in  1772,  a^ed  sixty. nine 
jm».   Amw  Ames  died  Aug.  4,  1817 ;  Abigail,  | 
Us  wiA.  died  Aug.  20, 1809.   The  Balltley  ftnily 
tneei  lit  atieeitiy  to  Lord  Yiscount  Bulkley,  whose  | 
»eat  was  at  Biron  Hill,  in  the  Ifle  of  Anglesey.  ! 
Ber.  Peter  Balklej  settled  io  Concord,  Mass.,  in 
1636.  Hie  fiitbcr  «u  Rer.  Bdverd  Vnlkley,  D.D. 

Bar.  Bdwerd  Boliiley,  son  of  Key.  Peter  and  Jane 
Bnlkley,  was  born  at  Odeli,  England,  June  17. 1  <)1 4  ; 
he  emi^atad  to  thi.«  country  in  1^34.    He  was  ! 
li<»oeed  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  watt  ordained  at 
MmhfieU  in  1642. 

Hen.  Peter  Bulkley,  oldest  son  of  Kev.  Edward 
Bnlkley,  WHS  born  Nov.  3,  lfi41  ;  graduated  iti  1660. 
He  settled  in  Concord.    He  held  many  important 
iCen,  and  soquiued  binaelf  with  honor.   He  mar*  | 
lied  B«lMoe»  Wheeler;  died  at  the  age  of  ferty-fevr.  | 

Joseph  Bulkley,  son  of  Hon.  Peter  and  Rebecca 
Wheeler  Bulkley  ^*"rn  Sept,  7,  1670.  He  made 
bis  will,  which  in  louud  on  the  records  of  Middleeex, 
Hm  He  lived  io  LitUeloo,  Ham.  I 

John  Bolkley,  aon  of  Joseph  Bulkley,  born  about  | 
1703.    He  held  a  colonel's  commission,  and  died  in 
6n>ton,  in  1772,  a»red  sixfy  nine.     John,  his  son, 
bum  in  1748,  graduated  at  Harvard  io  1769}  was 
a  lawyer,  and  died  Dee.  16, 1774.  ' 

Amo^  Htxl  Abiirnil  Ame*  bad  aeven  sons  and  three 
dauphten<.  Three  of  the  sons  were  in  tlie  Rt  volu- 
tioDary  army,  the  youngest  being  only  sixteen  years 
«f  age  at  the  time  of  enterii^  the  aenrioe.  All  were 
tikea  |M«MMMn,  being  eonlned  on  tlie  priaoo-diip  at 
Halifax ;  they  afterwards  made  tbor  eseape  and  agun 
entered  the  army. 

Bnlkley  Ames,  sou  of  Amos  Ames,  larmer,  was 
bora  in  Groton,  July  20, 1772 ;  held  many  offioes  of 
tmt,  being  wleetman  of  the  town  f»  ie?eoteeB 
ymm  in  inaoemion ;  mnniad  Lydia  Prmeott,  bom 


Jan.  8,  1780,  daughter  of  Bbeoezer  Prosoott,  of 

West  ford,  Ma5s.,  whose  ancefitors  wttled  in  Lan- 
caster aiwut  1647.  He  was  a  large  land  proprietor, 
and  ownor  of  the  iroo-worfca  at  Forge  Village,  in 
Waetibrd ;  eoodn  of  Ool  William  Ptaeott,  of  Bnn* 
ker  Hill  &me.    He  died  Jan.  22,  1811. 

Bulkley  and  Lydia  Ame«  had  three  sotifi  and  one 
daughter.  William  Ames,  sou  of  Bulkley  Ames, 
waa  bora  in  Groton,  Aug.  6, 1807.  He  was  for  a 
nnnber  of  years  partner  of  Jabe^  Coney,  and  largely 
intercepted  in  the  millwrij:lit  and  machinery  business; 
was  Huperintcndeot  iu  the  building  of  several  fac- 
tories and  public  buildings  i  married  Susan  Lewis, 
daughter  of  Oipt.  8omnd  I^awia,  of  Sedbam,  who 
lived  on  the  plaoe  vpoo  which  his  ancestors  settled 
in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town.  She  v!a»  born 
April  26,  1814,  died  Feb.  13, 1880.  He  had  two 
aoDs  and  two  daughters.   PolitioaUy  he  ii  a  Bepnh* 


CHAPTE&  XIIL 
BXAINTRBB. 

•r  SANtru,  A.  aavas. 


Tbb  town  of  Braiotree  waa  ineorpotated  May  13, 
1640  (0.  8.).     It  included  within  its  limits  the 

present  town's  of  Hniintree,  Quinej'.  Randolph,  and 
Holbrook.  Previous  to  its  incorporation  Quiacy  was 
ottUed  Monot  Wollaston,  and  Braiotree,  Honotisnt 
It  took  ita  name  from  the  river  whieh  flowa  throngh 
it,  and  which  is  spelled  in  so  many  different  ways  in 
the  rtncient  records  di  tf  it  ih  uncert:nn  which  if  the 
correct  one.  It  is  now  written  MonuUi^uot.  Hol- 
brook and  a  part  of  Raodolph  (perhaps  the  whole) 
were  called  Coehato,  sometimes  Cocheoow  In  one 
instance  Coehato  was  called  Beersheha.  Tradition 
msn  that  Randolph  was  once  called  ticaddini;,  but  I 
have  never  seen  the  name  on  the  records.  Quincy 
waa  set  off  aa  a  separate  town  in  1792,  and  Baodotpb 
in  1793.  Holbrook  at  that  tini<'  was  a  part  of  Rao* 
dii||di.  In  18.56  a  small  portinn  Braintreo  was 
annexed  to  Quincy.  It  was  that  portion  known  in 
aooieot  timea  as  Knight's  Neok,  hot  io  later  days  as 
Newoomb'a  Landing. 

Beligious  Societies. — The  first  church  io  Brain- 
tree  wn«  onraniz''d  Popt.  Iti,  1639, it  being  the  Lord's 
day.  The  mecting-house  was  situated  iu  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  in  tbeeentre  of  the  street  now  ealled 
Hanoook,  near  the  jnnotioo  of  Oanal  Street.  When 
tho  way  firom  Boaton  to  Plymonth  was  laid  ont,  in 
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1C48,  it  wao  to  be  four  rods  wide,  commencing  at 
Sniflt   Brook,  on   the  borders  of  Wrvnioutli  and 
BratDtree,  running  over  what  is  now  Comuiereial  | 
Street  in  Bndolree,  and  FraokUo,  Sebool,  and  Han-  i 
cook  Streets  in  Qainoy,  till  it  cotoM  to  tlie  meeting-  j 
house,  when  it  shall  be  two  rods  on  one  end  of  the 
hou!>e  and  two  rods  on  the  otlirr  rnd,  thus  leaving  it 
io  the  centre  of  the  street.    At  iliat  time  tlicre  were 
but  a  few  inhabitaota  in  the  aovth  part  of  the  town.  | 
But  the  eettlement  continued  to  increase,  and  grad- 
ually toextetid  towards  its  aouthem  limit?.    At  what  , 
time  the  first  house  was  erected  in  the  limits  of 
MoDoticut,  the  ancient  name  of  the  present  towo  of  • 
Braintree,  it  unknovn.   We  know  that  in  February,  | 
1639-40,  only  five  months  after  tli*'  embodiment  of 
the  church,  we  find  a  prant  of  land  tn  Jnhii  Fn  in  h 
and  Juhn  Collins,  of  Mouoticut.    Soon  after  lt)43  j 
the  iron-worka  were  bnilt  on  Honotieut  River,  whieh  ( 
must  have  eauaed  mueb  iaereaae  of  population  io  [ 
that  part  of  the  town.    As  early      1 658.  and  prob- 
ably earlier,  the  town  bad  hceti  setiled  as  far  south  as 
Kandulph  line,  uu  the  old  road  to  Tuuniou,  for  at  ^ 
tbflt  time  John  Moore  resided  on  what  is  atill  known  > 
as  Miinn  's  farm,  a  plot  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
bounded  on  tlio  north  and  cast  by  Monotirut  Hiver, 
and  partly  on  the  west  by  Great  Pond.    This  portion  . 
of  the  river  io  Utter  yean  haa  been  called  Hotne'a 
Farm  Kver,  in  memory  of  the  first  settler  'upon  its 
borders.    As  the  settlement  enlarged,  the  inhabitants 
felt  that  they  needed  a  morn  convenient  place  of 
assembling  themselves  together,  as  some  of  them  were 
obliged  to  travel  many  miles  to  attend  upon  public  I 
worship.    About  1690  tho  inbabitantfl  began  to 
move  in  the.  niattor  of  forming  a  new  precinct  in  the 
south  jart  of  tlic  town,  but  it  was  opposed  by  those 
living  ill  the  north  part.    A  bitter  feud  existed  be- 
tween the  difieteut  seetioM  of  the  town  eooceraing 
this  matter,  of  which  but  little  is  known  aft  the 
prewnt  time  ;  but  a  person  then  residing  at  the  north 
end,  named  John  Marshaii,  has  left  a  diary  which 
oontaios  some  sharp  ulhuAnM  to  nemhen  (rf  Che 
«3inrch,  who,  he  says,  aeted  in  a  disorderly  msnosr, 
and  withdrew  from  the  Lord's  table.    That  he  made 
charges  which  he  could  not  maintain  is  evident  from  | 
what  iJlerwards  transpired.    The  movemeul  for  a 
new  society  was  continued  until  1706,  when  a  meet- 
ing-house was  built  near  the  oomer  of  Wsshington 
and  Elm  Streets,  in  tin  prosent  town  of  Braintree. 
Tliat  this  was  done  legaiiy  no  one  claimed,  but  ita 
founders  did  claim  that  might  deprived  them  of  their 
jnst  rights,  the  opposen  of  the  new  movement  bdng  | 
composed  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  the  town, 
at  the  bead  of  whom  stood  the  Hon.  Jbldmaod  ' 


Quiney.  one  of  tho  leaders  of  the  g^emraent  of  the 
colrxiy.     Hdt  the  ndvocatfls  of  the  new  precinct  were 
sustained  by  the  advice  and  support  of  the  leaders  of 
the  cbnreh  io  the  vicinity,  and  on  May  6, 1706,  the 
mestiog^hoass  was  rused  in  which  they  mi^bt  wor- 
ship, and  which  was  soon  after  completed.    Sept.  10. 
1707,  Rev,  Hugh  Adams  was  ordained  its  pastor,  ami 
the  church  was  recognized  on  the  same  day.    He  wag 
the  son  of  John  and  Avis  Adams,  bom  in  Boston, 
May  7,  167C,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1697, 
at  the  aL;e  uf  twenty-one  years.    In  his  diary  lie 
states  that  at  his  installation  at  Durham,  N.  H.,  '*  the 
Rev.  Jonatbao  Cushing  read  publicly  the  testimonial 
of  my  otdtaation  at  Braintree,  signsd  by  the  Rev. 
Increase  Mather  and  his  son  Cotton  Mather  (of  the 
Old  North  Church,  in  Boston),  and  Rev.  Mr.  James 
Keith,  the  hoai;}'-headed  pastor  of  the  ohtirch  io 
Bridgewater,  who  lud  their  hands  on  my  head  in  that 
ordinatioo."   This  tsstimonial  was  also  signed  fay  the 
Rev,  Nehemiah  Walker,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Roz- 
Viiiry.    Wo  jKje  in  this  account  the  names  and  in- 
iiueuce  of  those  men  who,  without  tho  ojDseot  of  the 
authorities  of  the  oolooy,  dated  to  ovganiie  the  new 
church   in   Braintree.     Had  those  men  of  whom 
Marshall  spoke  acted  in  an  unchri<:tian)ikr;  and  dis- 
orderly manner,  as  charged  by  him,  we  do  not  believe 
that  such  men  as  the  Hathere,  Keith,  and  Walker, 
leaden  in  the  obureh  at  that  time,  would  have  so- 
oouraged  them  in  their  great  undertaking,  and  lent 
their  aid  and  presence  to  embody  their  now  church, 
and,  io  addition,  ordaiu  a  pastor  to  break  for  them  the 
bread  of  life.   But  they  had  other  of^raution  stiU  to 
encounter,  and  they  petitioned  the  l«gal  autherilim  to 
be  set  off  from  the  old  sodrty,  and  e.«tnbli.*h  a  new 
prwinet,  to  be  oalled  the  South  I'recinct,  in  Bniintrm'. 
By  the  action  of  the  authorities  iu  auiiwer  to  liieir 
petition,  they  were  compelled  to  pay  their  propoftioB 
of  the  expense  of  supporting  the  old  society,  whisk 
was  raised  by  legal  rates,  and  aI?o  to  pay  fur  the  sup- 
port of  their  own  pastor,  the  money  neceaaary  being 
raised  by  snbscriptbn.  This  double  burden  was  a 
heavy  tax  upon  the  new  preeinet«  as  it  was  compcssd 
of  men  with  moderate  means.    Rev.  Mr.  Adams  re- 
mained a  ^  their  pastor  until  Aug.  22,  1710,  when 
the  connection  was  dissolved,  and  be  removed  to 
Chatham,  Mass.,  and  afterwards  to  Qyater  Biver 
parish,  now  Durham,  N.  H.    During  the  pastoiute of 
Mr.  Adams  the  South  Precinct  was  setoff,  and  regu- 
larly esfablishfd  as  the  South  Procinct  of  Praintiee. 
Tiiia  wus  uut  acoouipliiilied  without  opposition. 

A  town-meeting  was  oalted  to  meet  Nov.  3, 1706, 
to  consult  and  consider  about,  and,  if  possible,  to  fix 
upon  a  suitable  and  reasonable  line  of  divisioni  diS" 
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tinction,  or  Kmit^ioo  of  the  said  South  Bod  umbi> 
bly  and  society  and  of  the  North  End  coii£rro|?ation, 
tiuU  said  line  be  loringly  aprecd  upon  and  Hcttled,  if 
it  maj  be.  There  were  those  that  did  iuiiuediatelj 
dMiara  asMMfc  iIm  dividing  of  the  town,  and  that 
thoj  did  reftna  to  join  with  said  inhabitaots  in  that 
afiair,  and  r^tiestcd  that  it  might  be  entered  with  their 
in  the  town-book.  These  then  entered  their 
\:  Uant.  John  (^isvirly,  Ensign  William  Tease;, 
Taaai^,  Haaaa  PMninuui,  Jamas  Panniman, 
Samael  Penoiman,  John  Newcomb,  Jr.,  Jamee  Brack- 
et. Nathan  Brackett,  and  John  Sanders.  The  same 
day  it  waa  voted  that  Coi.  fidmand  Quincy,  Ksq.,  and  , 
SaigL  Nebamiaii  Haydan  ba  a  aommittaa  to  patitton 
dia  Oanaral  Cowrt  in  Iha  nana  of  tlia  town  to  aat  off 
the  south  part  of  the  town  as  a  scpnrate  precinct. 
Thia  waa  grauied,  and  the  iegml  existence  of  this  ho- 
cietj  oommenced  on  Not.  5,  1708,  and  hai»  cootio* 
vd  to  tbia  day.  The  namea  thoaa  who  warn 
aapadally  active  in  seoaring  the  organization  of  the 
new  precinct  were  Samuel  White,  Caleb  Hoburt, 
Nebeniah  Harden,  Joseph  Alien,  Samuel  Bam, 
BumA  Payne,  Ehwui  Tbajer,  SaOMUl  Nilai,  Jr., 


The  Rev.  Samuel  Nilea,  second  pastor  of  the  so- 
ciety, was  ordained  May  23,  1711.  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  (bis  father-in-kw),  of  Milton,  Rev.  Joseph 
Saloliar,  of  Dadham,  Bar.  John  nanlbrtb,  of  Dor- 
cheeter,  and  Rev.  Mr.  TbaabOT,  «f  W«|ymouth,  as- 
sisted in  the  services,  the  sermon  hcinp  preached  by 
the  pastor-elect,  aa  was  the  usual  coatom  iu  those 
days.  Bev.  Mr.  Nilea  waa  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Banih  (Sandi)  Niico,  of  Bloak  Idand,  and  grandson 
«f  John  Unas,  one  of  the  first  setUers  of  Braiotree. 
He  was  born  May  1  1673;  baptised  March  14, 
1697,  by  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  at  Milton,  owning 
bin  Ihtbar'a  oofanant;  joinad  the  ebnrob  at  Mil- 
ion,  Jairaaiy,  1609;  antaand  Harvard  OoUaga  whan 
twenty-two  years  of  ape,  from  whence  he  graduated 
ID  lt>99  ;  was  licf'nsed  to  preach  soon  after;  acted  as 
pastor  of  the  church  lu  hu  uative  place  for  two  years, 
and  vnt3btoorffination,in  1711,  was  aolitrdy  engaged 
in  inning  and  ship  building,  by  which  occupations 
he  earned  hi^  living.  He  had  three  wives  and  a 
b^ge  family  of  children.  He  was  an  able  preacher, 
and  ono  €i  tba  strong  supporters  of  the  Cidviniatic 
eraad.  Ha  naCnnlly  baeuBO  a  leader  in  tba  op- 
position to  the  introduction  of  TTuitarian  principles 
into  the  Congregational  Cburch  of  New  Endand. 
He  died  May  1,  1762.  He  was  pastor  of  this 
ciraieb  for  nearly  fifty-one  yean,  and  waa  aognged 
in  active  service  from  the  time  of  his  satUamant,  and 
piaaebad  till  tba  bnfc  Sabbath  pnwiona  to  bia  daatb. 
6 


His  funeral  sermon  waa  praeohed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Weyin  nrh,  fnm  the  text,  "And  Samuel  died." 
Ue  kept  a  diary  during  the  whole  term  of  his  pas- 
torate, which  is  now  in  poesessioQ  of  the  Hon.  Asa 
Fraoah,  of  Biaintraa,  and  whioh  ia  vary  valnaUa  to 
the  genealogist.  The  third  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Weld,  ordained  Nov,  17,  170-.  I!  v,  is  born  in 
Pomfrct,  Conn.,  June  13,  1736,  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1759,  and  diad  Jan.  16, 1816,  aged  nearly 
algbty  yaaia.  Ha  ratirad  from  aetiva  dntiaa  Am§. 
17,  1807,  the  society  paying  him  two  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars  and  !^ixty  six  centa  per  annnm  dnr> 
iog  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  Rov.  Sylvoatar  Saga  waa  inatalled  aa  tba  fourth 
pa.stor  Nov.  4,  1807.  In  aonsaqnanoe  of  the  health 
of  his  family  he  wa.5  compelled  to  ask  for  h\»  d\s- 
charu'c,  which  was  granted,  and  he  was  dismissed  by 
council  May  4, 1809.  Rev,  William  Allen  was  given 
aa  invitatba  to  baooma  pastor  of  thia  ehnrdi  May 
24,  1810,  bot  he  declined  the  call.  Oct.  26,  1810, 
the  town  voted  to  invite  Mr.  Richard  Sa1»er  Storrs 
to  settle  with  them  in  the  work  of  the  gospel  buou« 
try,  vbiah  vota  wm  nnnninwaa.  Nov.  6, 1810,  it 
waa  voted  to  fiay  Mr.  Stana  the  aam  of  eight  hnndrad 
and  twenty  dollars  per  annum  as  long  as  he  is  the 
minister,  and  that  John  Hobart  shall  carry  the  pro- 
ceedings to  him  for  his  consideration,  and  get  his  an- 
swer aa  soon  as  may  be,  for  wbleb  aarvioa  ba  shall 
receive  the  .sum  of -six  dollars.  It  wa.<»  al.'^o  voted  that 
Dr.  Daniel  Fo^j:  and  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Thayer  shall 
be  a  oummittee  to  assist  the  clerk  in  fixing  and  writing 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Storrs.  July  3,  1811,  Mr.  Storrs  waa 
ofldainad  tha  llfth  paator  of  tba  abnrob.  Ha  waa  bom 
in  Longmeadiiw,  Fab.  6,  1787,  and  was  the  son  of 
Rev.  Richard  S.  and  Sally  (Williston)  Storrs,  and 
graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1807.  Previous  to 
bia  ordination  lia  9fmA  dt  nontha  in  the  miaribnaiy 
aaivioa  in  Oaoc^  After  a  long  paatonta  of  mora 
than  sixty-two  years,  he  passed  from  earth  Aug.  11, 
1873,  aged  eighty-six  y>-;irs,  six  mouthB,  and  fire 
days,  leaving  behind  him  au  uublomiahod  reputation 
aa  a  Christian,  a  seliolar,  a  dtiaao,  a  neighbor,  and  a 
friend.  In  whatever  path  be  trod,  he  leftbialbolatapB 
so  deeply  itniinnted  that  time  will  never  erase  them. 
An  earnest  advocate  of  the  education  uf  the  young 
and  tender  mind,  he  spent  much  time  in  watching 
ovar  tba  intareata  of  onr  aohoolB,  for  many  yeaia  ba- 
ing  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  of  snpsftn* 
tendonce  by  the  free  suffraL'e,s  of  his  follow-citisens. 
As  a  citiseo  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  welfare  of  his 
Sute  and  nation,  and  waa  adaetad.  Oat.  20, 1820,  aa 
tba  ddagata  of  tha  town  to  meet  ddagataa  of  otbar 
towns  in  oomvantion  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  ra- 
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iMoig  the  Constitution  of  govornment  of  this  com- 
moDwealth.  As  a  clergyman  he  stood  at  the  head  of 
bis  profession,  attracting  large  audiences  when  it  was 
known  that  h«  ma  to  take  jwit  in  the  wrrtoes,  hi* 
impaaakmecl  oimtoiy  almoit  i^^ietiimg  hii  heann. 
Ho  was  an  orator,  created  rather  than  manufactured. 
His  deep,  sonorous  voipp,  rommandintr  presence,  and 
lightning-like  clociueuce  conveyed  to  the  hearts  of  his 


old  town  of  Braintree  were  accustomed  to  ■mmhlii 

for  the?  tratisactidii  of  tlieir  civil  htistnesw,  and  it 
was  hvre  thstt  those  true  men,  led  by  John  Adams, 
Esq.,  then  a  young  lawyer,  bat  afterwards  Prendeot 
of  tb«  United  Stotiis,  were  heard  lifting  np  thdr 

voices  in  hebalf  of  American  independence.  This 
house  was  torn  down  in  18'JO,  to  irive  place  to  a  new 
bouse,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Hod 


hearera  the  oonTiotion  that  his  words  not  only  flowed  |  Deo.  29,  1830,  with  appropriate  aenrioea.   June  3, 

from  the  mind,  but  also  from  the  heart.  He  married 
three  times,  and  had  by  his  Hceond  wife  one  son,  tlie 
K«v.  Dr.  Richard  Salter  Storrs.  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
who  is  well  known  throughout  the  country.  About 
1831  the  oharob  voted  that  thmr  paator,  Bftv.  Dr. 
8tom,  diottld  b«  at  liberty  for  a  term  not  exeeediog 
five  years,  thrtt  he  mi<^ht  acwpt  the  position  of  asso- 
ciate secretary  and  general  agent  of  the  American 
Home  Hismnaiy  Sodety  for  the  New  England  States. 
It  therefore  heeame  neeeasary  that  a  edleagne  ahonld 
be  procured  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  pastorate 
during  his  absence.  Mr.  lvi\v;iids  A.  Park  was  se 
lected  for  that  purpu«e,  aud  was  urdaiiied  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry  Dee.  21,  1831.  Bvr.  Dr.  Park  re- 
mained as  oolleague  pastor  until  Jan.  17, 1834,  when 
a  council  di««f<lvfJ  the  eonnectinn  in  consequence  of 
his  acceptance  of  a  professorship  in  .\mherst  College. 


1857,  the  present  honaa  of  wonhip 

hy  s<ilemn  services. 

Opposite  the  church  is  the  spot  selected  to  bury 
their  dead.  It  was  purchased  of  Josiab  Hobart  by 
Deaoon  Joseph  Allen,  Deaoon  Sarand  Baas,  and 
Dependence  French,  a  oommittee  appointed  by  the 
precinct  for  that  purpose.  The  deed  bears  date 
March  10,  1718,  and  states  the  price  paid  for  one- 
half  wn  of  bad  to  he  ten  ponnda.  Within  ita 
limita  are  hnried  the  earthly  remaina  of  thoae  three 
veteran.-i  in  the  ministry,  Rev.  Samuel  Nilee,  BiV. 
Ezra  Weld,  and  Klv.  Dr.  Richard  S.  Storrs. 

About  1810  the  citizens  of  the  east  part  of  the 
town  joined  with  the  inhahitants  of  that  part  «f 
Weymouth  called  the  Landing,  and  formed  the  second 
soL'ii'ty  ill  Hriunircc,  taking  the  name  of  the  Union 
Keligiuus  Sueiety  of  Weymouth  and  Braintree.  It 


The  senior  pastor  did  not  resume  bis  duties  until  ,  purchased  the  meeting-house  of  the  HoUis  Street 


1836,  and  the  pvlpit  waa  anpplied  by  tranMent  eler- 

gymen,  among  whom  may  be  named  Rev.  Paul  Jcwctt 
and  Rev.  William  R.  Jewelt,  who  preachftl  umst  of 
the  time.  During  the  laiit  few  years  of  his  life  be 
waa  obl^ed  to  have  aaaiatanoe,  and  Rev.  B.  P.  Tenney 
and  William  8.  Hnhbell  were  procured  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  I  think  the  last  gentleman  was  regularly  in- 
stallpd  CfiHc-itnie  pastor.  The  llvv.  Tliomax  A.  ?jmer- 
Eon,  the  sixth  piustor,  was  instuUed  May  7,  1H74.  He 
was  bom  in  Wakefield,  Dec  27, 1840,  and  was  the 
aOD  of  Thomas  and  Emily  (Swain)  Emerson.  Ho 
gradnnfed  from  Yiil  '  C  '11'\l'<'  in  1803,  and  also  from 
Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1869.  He  married, 
Oct  27, 187.^,  Fannie  Uuntiogton  Brewster,  daughter 
of  Be?.  Dr.  Robert  and  BUen  M.  (Griflin)  Crawford, 
and  granddaughter  of  Ber.  Dr.  Griffin,  president  of 

William-  ('ollegc. 

During  the  existence  of  this  church,  a  period  of 
one  hundred  and   seventy-seven  years,  they  have 


Cboreh,  in  Boston,  and  nmofed  it  to  Bt«intree,aad 

they  stilt  oocopy  it.  Their  Brat  pa.-vtor  wa>  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Clnrk,  instrdled  Dec.  31.  IHll,  wiio  was  dis- 
missed Oct.  1, 1813,  he  not  giving  good  sAtisfactioo. 
Their  second  paator  waa  the  Her.  Jonaa  Perkina,  who 
waa  ordained  June  14, 181fi.  fle  was  born  in  North 
Bridgwater,  Oct.  15,  1790,  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1813,  and  died  .Tnne  2<),  1874.  lie  w:ls  the 
son  of  Josiah  and  Anna  (^Reynolds;  Perkins,  lie  was 
the  minister  of  my  boyhood,  and  I  knew  him  wdL  I 
can  find  no  language  to  express  my  appceoiatioo  of  bis 
wrtrtli  as  a  citizen,  pastor,  neighbor,  and  friend  better 
than  that  used  by  Hon.  Joseph  W.  Porter  in  a  sketch 
of  hJs  life,  which  I  troat  he  will  pardon  me  fat 
copying:  "The  paatotate  of  Bct.  Mr.  Pcrkiaa, 
covering,  as  it  did,  ferty-dz  years  of  active  service, 
with  fifteen  added  years  upon  the  retired  list,  was 
long  and  successful,  resulting  in  great  good  to  the 
churdt  and  society,  inereaaing  largely  their  materiat 


worshiped  in  four  different  meetiog'^bouses,  the  first  |  aa  well  aa  qnritnal  strength,  adding  to  the  member- 

baving  been  built  in  1706.    About  1758,  the  house    ship  of  the  church,  principally  during  three  powerfiil 

having  become  dilapidated,  they  resolved  nn  having    revivals,  throe  Imndred  nnd  twenty-two  members. 


a  new  aud  more  CMDvenienl  house,  and  the  first 
meeting  was  Mi  within  ite  walls  on  Thursday,  June 
28,  1759,  that  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  pnblio 
It  was  in  this  house  that  the  citisena  of  the 


Consecrating  his  whole  jKJwers  to  the  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry,  uniting  in  himself  rtpe  aeholanhipt 
cxc«}Ilent  Jud_iiieiit,  with  firmness  of  purpose,  and 
the  strictest  integrity,  hia  was  a  oharacter  of  the 


I 
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OHMt  adminible  prcportioos.    A  wtaa  md  faithful 

ps«tor,  he  was  eiuitiently  a  peaoe-makcr,  and  when, 
ai  the  fuU  ag«  of  aeventy  years,  id  acoordance  with 
lon;;-expre«eed  pUns,  be  rengaed  his  office  and  re- 
liTBd  fiDm  its  dntiM,  h«  oanied  witb  him  die  dl«»> 
tioo  and  respect,  not  only  of  bit  own  church  and 
■ociety,  but  that  of  the  whole  oomniunity  where  he 
lired."  JBeing  a  contemporary  of  J)t.  Storrs,  be 
lerred  with  htin  vpoo  the  lohool  ooninitlee  to  the 
■efwfaTtiion  of  tba  town.  Upon  hb  rerigoation,  Oct. 
15,  1860,  the  cVmrch  vrns  left  without  a  pastor.  But 
on  Jan.  17.  IStil,  Rw.  Lysander  Dii'ki>rn>an  was 
io»t4illed  piuitor  over  the  society.  lie  held  lii;it  posi- 
tion until  July,  1867,  when  he  resigned  the  pa«- 
torate.  He  was  succeeded  by  Hev.  A.  A.  Klls- 
worth,  who  supplied  (he  pulpit  for  about  ihrfu  uml 
one- half  years,  when  tho  Rev.  Lucica  H.  Frary  ac- 
cept^ »  call  from  the  church  and  society,  and  was 
iastallad  pastor  April  13,  1875,  end  atill  tenutina. 
He  entefon  to  fidlow  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
venerable  predecessor,  who  so  long  lived  wit!?  tlii.., 
people,  and  I  trust  that  the  uiautle  of  Jouai^  La» 
ftOen  vpoD  bin.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  hnow  him. 

The  South  CouproiratiDrial  rhurch  was  the  third  08- 
tabliifhcd  in  the  tnwn.  it  built  a  h<nisr^  nf  wnrfhip  in 
South  Braintree,  and  ordained  iur  iai  lintt  pawtor  the 
Rev.  Lyman  Mattbewa,  Aag.  4, 1830.  He  oontinued 
in  that  position  about  fourt<^  years,  and  resigned 
(>-t.  4,  1*5  14.  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Vermont. 
Tbia  is  the  looi:«i8t  pastorate  in  the  society,  and  the  pul- 
pit ban  been  occupied  by  many  clergymen  during  the 
period  of  forty  yean  whieb  baa  paaaed  atneeRev.  Mr. 
Matthews  reaigocd.  Some  of  them  won  initalled, 
while  others  wore  hired  from  year  to  year.  Aniuni; 
thime  who  have  uiiuistcred  unto  them  tor  uiiy  con- 
aiderable  time  I  remember  Rat.  Franets  Y.  Teoney, 
](cv.  William  B.  HamiDoiid,  lUsv.  DenniiJ  i'owers, 
Rev.  Lucius  1^.  Kastnian,  Jr.,  Kcv,  L.  Win  ad.ti  Allen, 
Rev.  Albion  H.  Juhunun,  and  Kev.  Edwin  Smith. 
Bev.  E.  O.  Dyer  Is  supplying  the  pulpit  at  prc^eot. 
A  few  yeara  ainee  tbdr  meetiag-booae  waa  bnmed, 
and  another  was  erected  on  the  same  tiite. 

The  First  Baptist  Society  was  organizi  d  ahoiu  1842, 
and  built  their  meeting-bouse  the  same  year.  Their 
licBt  pnator  waa,  I  think,  the  Rer.  John  Bhin,  air 
tliongh  be  waa  never  aetiied  ovw  the  society,  being  { 
what  was  called  an  Evangelist.  | 

Rev.  Gfor^e  N.  Waitt  conimencet.l  hh  Inljors  with 
them  Sept.  lU,  18-43,  aud  resigned  his  place  in  March,  j 
1846.  FtoTionato  the  eonriog  of  Mr.  Waitl— that  ia,  , 
dtiriog  the  winter  of  1842  and  1843 — the  aeot  called 
iliilentea,  who  piedietad  the  deatnietion  of  the  earth 


in  that  year,  obtained  a  foothold  in  the  aodety,  and 
held  moctinfrs  there  frequently,  sometimes  every  day 
in  the  week.  There  was  great  exeit-ement  in  the  town. 
It  succeeded  in  making  many  pruvtclytcs,  some  of  tliem 
heing  the  leading  members  of  this  yoaog  ehoioh. 
It  was  a  blow  from  which  they  never  fully  recovered, 
ahhonixh  time  ouirht  to  have  convinced  the  followers 
I  of  Miller  of  their  error.    The  ministrations  of  the 
I  Bev.  Mr.  Waitt  also  tended  to  iojnre  the  weliim  of . 
'  the  society.   Rev.  Aaron  Haynes  then  took  charge  of 
;  th.'  society,  but  failed  to  heal  the  diffieultiea  with 
whit  h  they  were  surrounded.    lie  only  remained  one 
year.    Rev.  George  Daland  then  took  charge,  and  re> 
I  mained  with  them  about  nine  3reari,  the  longeat 
p;istorate  they  etijoyed  duriuir  tlu'ir  rxistenco.  Dniiog 
tlie  ministry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Daiaiid.  an  offshoot  from 
i  this  society,  comprised  of  some  disatfectcd  members, 
.  held  meetings  in  Mooattqaot  Hall,  bat  a  few  rodb 
I  from  tho  old  house,  bntibey  had  bniabriefezlatenoe. 
Rev.  Rael  B,  Moody,  Rev.  TIiMtua^  C.  Ru^ell,  and 
K<  V.  Oenrtre  B.  Williams  officiated     pastors  daring 
the  few  following  years.  The  society  became  so  weak 
that  it  was  nnable  to  support  the  preaobiog  of  the 
Oospel,  when  tboy  sold  their  house  to  the  Methodists, 
and  84)me  of  them  joined  that  church. 

The  Second  Baptist  Ohureh  in  Braintree  wa.--  or- 
ganized about  18G9.    It  was  composed  of  members 
I  of  the  Firrt  Baptist  Chnrah,  who  withdrew  to  form 
I  a  church  in  the  imrili  part  of  the  town.  They 
bouf^ht  tho  old  school-liouso  whieh  stood  near  tho 
corner  uf  WaahtDgioo  and  West  Streett),  and  re- 
modeled it  aa  n  ehapel,  removing  it  to  Washington, 
and  afterwarda  to  Blm  Street,  nearly  opposite  the 
]  church  of  tho  First  Congregational  Society.  Rev. 

George  R.  Williams,  tlie  former  pii.«tor  of  thv  First 
.  Baptist  (Jhurch,  went  with  them,  and  broke  unto 
I  them  the  bread  of  life.    But  the  society  failed  for 
I  want  of  support,  and  the  chapel  wa^  sold,  and  afte^• 
wards  used  as  a  factory  f  ir  the  manufaotura  of  bootlL 
It  exinted  about  seven  years. 
1     About  the  year  1831  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
I  the  town  nnited  together  for  the  pnrpoaa  of  auatain- 
ing  preaching  by  Methodist  clergymen,  and  held  their 
mecfinp?*  in  thp  hall  f>f'  Samiie!  V.  Arnold.  These 
meetings  were  held  at  iutervab,  and  the  only  person 
who  niniatered  unto  them,  aa  far  aa  I  can  learn,  was 
the  Bev.  Jefferson  Hamilton,  who  removed  afWrwarda 
to  the  South.    It  endeavored  to  obtain  the  town  hall 
in  which  to  hold  tlo  ir  meeting.s,  but  the  tiovn  n  fnsfd 
to  open  its  doors  lur  llicir  accommodation.  Whether 
they  ever  enjoyed  *  legal  eziateoee  ia  very  mnob 
doubted,  although  Kpoken  of  in  the  records  of  tho  town 
as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sooety  of  Braintrecw  It 
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flXUtod  but  a  short  time,  and  gradually  died  out.  But 
a  society  of  this  deiioiniiiaiion  met  Feb.  22.  1874,  ' 
and  formed  themselves  into  a  legal  orgaoization.  At 
dw  time  of  its  orgaDitatioB  tbe  pnlpit  was  supplieil  by  I 
B«T.  Louis  E.  Charpiot.  He  was  succeeded  by  Kov. 
William  Liveaey,  who  died  duriiii;  his  term  of  aervicCj 
and  Rev.  Josnph  Hummond  fini.shed  the  term.  In 
1876,  Kev.  Edward  M.  Taylor,  from  Pconsylvania, 
wss  sppointsd  to  the  Ustkm,  wad  msaiiwd  thne 
years. 

Rev.  Marciis  F.  Oolhurn  was  the  next  pastor,  but 
his  health  failiug.  he  was  relieved  by  Kct.  WilHsm  I. 
Wsrd.  Daring  the  pastonUw  of  tha  B«v.  Hr.  CM* 
burn,  »  bnnsh  Stbbstb^diool  was  estsUisbsd  in  the 
cast  part  of  tbe  towo,  and  a  preaching  service  held 
there  each  Sunday  evening.  In  1881,  Rev.  George 
£.  Brightmao  was  appointed  its  pastor,  and  still  re- 
nittiis,  bni  bis  t«m  of  serriae  will  azpire  in  April 
naxt,  tbe  flill  term  of  three  years  being  then  com- 
pleted. At  their  organization  tliey  purcha.'^ed  the 
rawting-houiie  formerly  occupied  by  the  First  Baptist 
Society,  which  was  completely  destroyed  by  lire  in 
tba  latter  part  ef  tbe  f«u  1883.  Since  thst  time 
(bej  liaTa  hold  their  meetings  in  tbe  town  ball. 
They  will  nndoubtedly  rebuild  th.»  coming  summer, 
about  three  thouaand  dollars  haviug  been  subeoribed 
for  that  purpose. 

About  fifty  jeais  ago  ibe  doatrises  of  UmTanslisDi 
were  preached  to  its  hearers  by  different  clergymeD 
of  that  denomination,  chiefly  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  Samuel  V.  Arnold,  the  meeting  being 
bald  in  hb  ball.  A  soeietj  was  ftnrmecl  soon  after- 
WBidSjlmt  it  never  gained  a  foothold,  and  went  out 
of  cxi.stene<^  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Arnold.  The  Uni- 
tariau.'<  also  held  meetings  at  the  town  hall  lor  some 
years,  but  have  been  disoontinucd,  although  tbey  had 
•n  tba  nosey  tbey  needed,  but  fwled  <br  waot  of 
baaiets.  Rev.  Edward  C.  Towne,  Rev.  Fiske  Bar- 
rett, and  others  tninistered  onto  them  doriag  tbe  time 
of  their  existence. 

In  1877  tba  OstboHos  organiaad  a  sodsty,  wbiah  is 
a  biaaeb  of  tbe  Qninoy  dioessa.   For  some  time  tbay 
held  their  meetings  in  a  hall,  but  a  few  yean  sinee 
built  a  church  on  Central  Avenne,  where  they  con- 
tinue to  hold  their  services.    The  attendance  on  the  , 
Sabbath  is  <)nite  Urge.   Tbese  are  all  tbe  religious  j 
organizations  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  al- 
though the  Spiritualists  bave  bald  meeUogs  in  the  | 
east  part  of  the  town.  ' 

Sehools. — As  soon  as  a  church  was  established  by  ; 
tba  early  aettleia  of  New  Bngbind  tbay  began  to  take  I 
mea.surM  to  cdocatn  tbdr  ehildren.   Altboagh  tbe 
sobooia  worn  ptitly  snpported  by  asswwnants  npon 


each  scholar,  they  were  made  payable  in  wood.  Tliia 
enabled  the  parent  to  pay  those  a.s.ses.-^nunts  ea.sily,  as 
all  ot  them  owned  land  which  was  well  covered  with 
wood.  If  a  new  asttlar  came  into  town  tbey  oooM 
purcha.sc  hind  for  ftom  three  tO  SIX  sbilUogs  per  acre. 
The  schools  of  the  town  were  supported  by  labor,  as 
all  other  institutious  were  at  that  time.  Gold  and 
silver  were  rarities  at  that  time,  and  tbe  trade  was 
alomt  wholly  earried  on  by  barter.  Tba  first  nao- 
tloo  in  the  town  records  of  adiools  b  the  fbUowing 
paper,  which  I  copy  in  fnU : 

"MB.  FPLINTS  ArK\OWLr:iHU:MENT  OF  THl  8AU 
OF  THE  .SCnOOLE  UOUSB. 
"Tbii  d*7  Mr.  flint  mad*  aekaiiwIvdgaaiMit  of  ill*  m1*  of 

ll>>  lioiisc  mill  tote  which  wa.«  lutelv  John  V'aflin!«,  iin  l  ^Inoe  hi* 

doath  aold  unto  tli«  «atd  Uenr;  Siot  by  WilliMn  Pcod,  bj  rit- 
tat  of  aa  aaMiitloD,  imd  rat  hy  hin  ia  th«  prwuo>  of  ftll  lb* 

(owoimen,  «aiil  Ilrnry  fflint  iif>th  a<-kniiw!c<tgo  bimicif  fully 
Hktbfied,  By  Doctor  JuiiQ  Mcnl>  fwr  ihe  sil  houfe,  unly  the  sJ  Mr. 
Dotlordotb  prvniU«  that  if  he  thoald  be  e»llcd  forth  off  tb« 
t«*De  le  airmdar  haake  again  ll»  ad  houM  to  Mr.  8Ua(  at 
thaaana  nit«  oTtcavra  ponndi  whfob  be  payd,  being  allowed  at 
the  di.'crL'lioii  uf  indifferent  men  fi.>r  sm.-h  chnrgfj  ii-^  he  imi 
biDD«  all,  in  wiloosx  hereof  the  «d  llenrj  fflint  and  Mr.  Dwstor 
bsvt  barenate  sat  fhair  baadi  tba  daj  aad  ymt  above  wriltaa 
ia  tbo  pracnce  of 

"Sami:iel  Bash.  "HaxBr  ffliiit. 

"  Ri<-HAHi>  Bbackctv.       "Jobk  Moblt. 

"Umiut  Paixb. 

"Thomas  Blascbbb- 

"  M  AllTIN  ?AM)EKS. 

"  Mattoew  Barxe*. 
'*Wttuaw  Atxta." 

Oo  tbe  apper  corner  of  tbe  record  is  the  year  1(>48, 
the  day  or  month  bmog  torn  oflf.  Henry  Flint,  teaobar 
of  tba  Fiiirt  Cbttieb  in  Braintree,  vma  pnibubly  tbe 
solH'ohnaster.  and  was  sueceeded  by  Dr.  John  Morly, 
whd  afterwards  tnui;ht  school  in  Boston  or  Charlee- 
towQ.  Previous  to  the  execution  of  this  paper,  bow- 
over,  b  an  aeeonnt  of  famd  Noovand  ftnm  Mr.  CoA'- 
dington,  who  had  removed  to  Rhode  Island.  Tradition 
says  that  William  Coddington  gave  the  town  of  Brain- 
tree  ceruin  lands,  the  income  of  which  ahonld  be  ex- 
pended for  the  tiuppurt  of  soboob  in  asbltown.  0pon 
the  division  of  tba  town  tbb  fimd  was  dividad,  aasib 
town  being  allowed  their  portion.  Quincy  has  hon- 
ored his  name  by  naming  streets,  school-hoas^es,  etc., 
by  the  name  of  Coddington.  The  record  is  hmded 
*'Tbe  Seboole  Lands,  1640."  In  tba  margin  are 
these  words,  "  The  deed  of  the  Land  recovered  of  Mr. 
Coddinton."  The  record  is  incomplete,  owing  to  the 
worn  state  of  the  puper,  much  of  it  being  ill^ble,  but 
enough  is  left  to  understand  something  of  its  mean- 
ing. It  was  eovananted  between  tba  town  of  Bntn> 
tree  and  Richard  Right  that  the  said  Richard  Bight 
shall  pat  tba  town  of  Braintiaa  in  fiiU  posaasnoa  of 
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fennerlj  called  Mr.  Coddington's  Neck,  to  the 
said  town  to  be  held  forever  f'then  eivinc  its  boundH) 
io  ooDBideration  of  all  the  »aid  lands  the  said  town  of 
BruntTCe  hath  fiivva  to  the  said  Biekard  Right  ninety- 
«ight  pounds,  —  shilliiip,  md  e^t  pMue,  ImIi^ 
ground  allowed  by  the  courts  to  the  town  of  Braintree 
out  of  the  goods  of  —  C<>dcHni;ton.  Richard  Right 
waa  the  l^allj  appointed  attorney  for  William  Cod- 
dingUm  in  MuwehmeMn  That  the  toini  of  Bnun- 
toee  Bood  Coddington  ii  nndoninUi,  tint  thn  eonrts 
allowed  the  town  this  land  is  subHtnntiiitcd,  and  that 
the  town  paid  for  this  land  is  equally  true.  Did 
Coddington  then  give  this  land  for  the  benefit  of  the 
oaboob  ?  I  •unm,  decidedly,  No;  end  until  emne 
effidenee  ie  prodoeed  to  enbetentiete  that  d>i«,  I  ebell 
adhere  to  that  opinion. 

In  the  year  1716  the  first  school  was  established 
io  the  praaent  Kmito  of  Braintree.  It  waa  called  a 
■^rnfinR-  and  «ritii^<eoliool."  OeL  1,  1716,  the 
sel^tmen  have  agreed  with  Joeeph  Parmiter  to  keep 
the  school  at  Monotoqnod  for  six  shillings  par  week 
and  bis  diet.  What  bis  diet  cost  we  know  not,  as 
Mr.  Peter  Hohait  leenTed  about  hx  poondi  Ibr  diet 
end  e  peir  of  dioee,  together  with  e  pert  of  hie  eoiioel 
wages.  He  was  engsg^  the  nest  jMr  st  eteveo 
shillinir?  per  week. 

To  endeavor  to  trace  the  formation  of  all  the  acbuob 
wonid  leqniie  nraeh  epaee.  There  ere  now  in  tlie 
town  e  higjh  aehool  kept  in  the  town  hoaee  in  apart- 
ments  specially  built  for  it,  two  gr^honl. houses 
where  four  schools  are  kept,  one  house  with  three 
schools,  one  with  two  schools,  and  five  with  one 
eehool.  BeeideB  this,  in  1877  e  beenUfol  hoildiog 
was  built  on  WaafaiegtOD  Street,  near  the  town  hall, 
from  the  bo^uest  of  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayor,  who  en- 
dowed the  institution  with  about  two  hundred  and 
eighty  thonsead  doUava^  to  which  wee  edded  Ij  the 
town  the  sum  of  twenty  thoneend  doUeis.  This 
school,  free  tn  all  the  dtizens  of  the  old  town  of 
Braintree.  prepares  its  pupils  for  !iiiiiiis«'ion  to  college, 
and  h  under  the  supervision  of  Kev.  Jotham  B. 
Sewell,  fimnerly  profeaaor  in  Bowdoia  College,  ae- 
asted  l>y  an  eble  eorps  of  teachers.  Besick-s  the  do- 
nations to  the  town  which  T  have  named.  Niithaniel 
Thayer  left  to  the  town  the  hurger  part  of  his  entate, 
end  ie  now  a  part  of  the  aehool  fhod  of  the  town, 
whioh  yidds  an  annnel  ineonie  of  ftom  thiee  hundred 
to  four  hundred  ddlais, and  whieh  is  need  far  the  anp- 
port  of  schools. 

May  4,  1842,  John  Ruggles  HoUis,  a  native  of 
thie  town,  died,  end  left  e  will  heqaeethlDg  to  the 
flontli  CongregatioBei  Society  a  sum  of  mooejr,  the 
»of  whieh  wee  to  sopport «  high  grade  of  aehool 


for  the  education  of  the  ohildreo  of  those  who  were 
members  of  said  .^ficicty.  The  society  built  a  build- 
ing near  the  church,  and  established  a  school  called 
the  Hollis  Instate,  which  was  Id  aaooeesfol  operetioB 
nntil  1868,  when  the  high  school  was  opened,  end  ife 
ceased  to  esiet  It  ooold  hardly  be  called  a  free 
school,  as  a  small  tuition  was  charged  each  .scholar 
per  quarter,  as  the  income  of  the  fund  was  not  large 
enough  to  pay  for  its  sopport.  BoT.  WiUiaai  H. 
Tbeyw  and  BenjaiDin  Kendall  were  among  the  prin> 
oipal  teachers.  Upon  its  diwonttnnance  the  fund  waf! 
taken  for  the  ptirposc  of  building  a  new  meeiiiej-liouse, 
and  the  institute  building  was  changed  into  a  dwell- 
iog-hoose. 

MannfMtam.—The  iret  eatehliihment  for  nsan- 

ufacturinjj:  pnrposes  in  the  town  was  on  Mooatiqoot 
River,  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town.  About  the 
year  1643  a  company  called  the  "  Company  Uodei^ 
lekeie  of  tho  Iton-Worke*'  wee  fbrmed  fbr  the  ipm- 
pose  of  establishing  iron-works  in  MasaaehnesUn. 
The  citizens  of  the  town  of  Boston,  then,  as  now, 
ever  ready  to  extend  aid  to  foster  the  manufacturing 
intersets  of  the  nation,  granted  Jan.  19,  1643, 
unto  John  Wiothrop,  Jr.,  end  a— odataa,  three  tho«»- 
nAut]  acres  of  land  fur  the  encouragement  of  an  iron- 
work to  he  set  up  about  Monatiquot  River,  the 
said  land  to  be  laid  out  next  adjuiuiug  and  most  con- 
Tooient  ihr  their  said  iron-works.  The  title  to  thie 
land  was  not  completed  uotil  Nov.  23,  1647,  when 
a  deed  was  given  of  tw<j  tbonsnnd  ei^ht  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  bounded  as  follows,  viz. :  South 
and  west  by  Boston  Common,  on  the  north  by  divers 
hrts  hebai^nf  to  Boeton,  on  the  east  by  Weymonth 
lands  and  Weymouth  Pond.  Also  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  bounded  on  the  south  by  Mr.  Henry 
Webb's  farm,  Monatiquot  River  on  the  west,  and  on 
the  north  end  east  with  certain  lots  of  Boston.  Pai* 
tee,  in  hie  hiatory  of  old  Braintree  and  Qniw^, 
locates  this  land  on  the  borders  of  fbe  towns  of 
Quinry  :ind  Milffin,  the  land  lyin^'  in  both  town.*. 
That  thin  is  iiicorrevt  is  evident  to  every  careful  exam- 
iner of  OVr  reeofde.  Although  it  is  diffieoltefter  the 
lapse  of  so  many  years  to  give  it  a  precise  location, 
yet  ibe  records  of  Suffolk  County  uivc  light  enough  to 
designate  nearly  its  location.  The  plot  of  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty  acres  was  situated  in  the 
easterly  pert  of  the  present  town  of  Braiotree.  The 
line  of  the  town  of  Weymouth  was  its  easterly  bound, 
and  it  extended  sontliward  as  far  as  what  is  now  Hol- 
brook^line.  Where  the  easterly  line  was,  isevident  from 
thie  foot,  that  when  the  way  was  Inidovt  from  BtaiDtvae 
to  Oocheto,  or  Bdhraok,  it  hatted  on  the  Und  given 
hy  the  town  of  Boston  for  the  enoouigement  of  the 
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inw-wwln.  It  is  tbenfore,  dwrly  to  be  ieeo  Att 
ihe  tract  of  land  was  situated  ia  that  part  of  old 

Braintree  oommoncinfr  at  ITolbrook  line  anJ  rmjnirii,' 
Dortbcrlj  nearly  aloDg  the  line  of  what  is  now  Wash- 
iagtoQ  Street  tt  CreBberrj  Brook  to  Union  Street, 
tbenee  ranniog  OMterlj  to  Wejniontli  line,  the 
north  line  being  at  not  a  great  distance  from  TTnion 
and  Commercial  Stre<>(s.    This  land  was  afterwards 
sold  to  John  Holbrook  and  Samuel  White,  of  W«y- 
raoatb,  end  •  portion  of  thie  laud  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  descendaata  of  Ssmnel  White.  Many 
of  tlie  old  di-L-ih  ami  Inter  conveyances  refer  to  the 
fact  of  it8  liavlng  been  part  of  the  land  given  for  the 
encouragemeDt  of  the  iroo>«orks.    But  it  tuay  be 
said  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  was  located 
near  Milton,  and  upon  that  the  iroD^works  were  located. 
Let  us  briefly  consider  ihh  point.    IIow  was  it 
bounded  V    On  the  north  and  east  by  cerlaio  lots  of 
Boston,  sHjs  the  grant.    On  the  aortb  was  the  South 
Coinnions,andon  the  east  what  was  called  Liule  Coai> 
Dions.    Its  western  boundnry  wax  Monatitjuot  River. 
Its  smithern  boundary  was  Mr.  Henry  Webb's  farm. 
A  portion  of  Webb  s  farm  was  sold  to  Samuel  Allen  ! 
in  1648,  and  remained  in  the  ftmily  until  within  a  I 
few  years,  and  i.s  situated  near  the  station  on  the  i 
South  Sliore  Railroad,  at  Kast   Braiiitree.  Tbe.se 
boundaries  place  the  location  of  the  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  as  beiog  near  the  junction  of 
Oommeroial  and  Adama  Streeta.  This  land  eauie  into 
tihe  pooMSsion  of  the  creditors  of  the  company,  and 
was  afterwards  sold  by  them.    A  portion  of  it  wns  j 
bought  by  Elder  Nathaniel  Wales,  who  built  a  house 
upon  it  in  16S2,  and  ia  occupied  by  his  descendants  i 
at  the  praent  tine.   IntheappraiecneDtof  theeom-  ' 
pnny'H  pmpcrty  when  it  failed  are  lots  of  land  named 
after  ditFerent  individuals,  probably  after  those  who  1 
had  previously  owned  iu    We  tind  among  the  names  ' 
these  of  Thayer,  French,  Penn,  Rnggtes,  and  New*  | 
oomb,  who  all  owned  land  in  the  vicinity  of  what  we  [ 
claim  a."?  ticinc'  tbe  trne  Ineation.    The  Suffulk  rt'eurdH  ' 
contain  many  allusions  to  these  lands,  but  they  are 
too  voluminous  to  copy  for  this  work.   The  eompany 
was  not  saceeosftti  in  Inuineas,  and  failed  in  1653. 
Why  it  was  so  we  know  ntst  at  this  laf«  day,  but  pre-  i 
sume  that  the  persons  who  conducted  its  affairs  were  ! 
inefficient  and  uuacqiiainted  with  the  business,  as  one  I 
of  the  employ^  of  the  company,  James  Leonard,  I 
noon  after  its  failure  went  to  Taunton  and  forme<l  a 
company  to  carry  on  the  same  business  there,  wliieh 
was  successfully  continued  for  many  years.  Tlie 
difficulty  appears  to  Im  that  Leader,  Qifford,  and  ' 
Others  whom  tbe  company  seleeted  as  agents  or  over* 
seeiB,  bad  no  peisona]  inierast  in  the  hnsineas  esc^t ' 


their  yearly  salary,  and  that  the  proprietcts  kneir  but 

little  or  nothing  of  the  business.  The  location  of  die 
dam  was  about  forty  rod.-?  above  the  bridge  on  Shaw 
Street,  io  East  Brain  tree.  Although  uosuooeasfiil,  it 
produced  some  good  results  to  the  town,tt  it  brought 
into  the  town  new  settlers,  who  hnilt  dwelling^faouses 
and  reclaimed  wild  lands.  Soon  after  1680,  John 
Ilnbbard.  nf  Boston,  rebuilt  the  dam,  and  erected  a 
snw  uiiil,  iron-works,  and  forge  on  or  near  tbe  same 
spot. 

These  Works  were  occupied  some  years,  but  thefS 
was  a  continnal  coiitoDiitm  Ijctween  the  nwriiT,  Thomas 
Viutoo,  who  bought  them  of  tlie  Hubbard  family, 
and  the  town  ooncOTuing  the  passage  of  the  fish  up 
the  Honaticut  River.  Alewives  and  other  llah  ran 
in  Urge  qoantitiea  up  the  river  to  the  ponds  to  lay 
their  spawn  if  fhpy  wer*?  not  hindered  by  obstructions 
in  the  river.  The  pe<yple  were  je;doas  of  their  rights, 
and  claimed  that  t  Lt-y  were  deprived  of  a  portion  of 
their  living  by  tliese  obetrnctiona,  aa  it  was  their  ens* 
tom  to  preserve  in  the  proper  season  all  the  alewives 
they  could  ennsumc  in  their  familif»s  during  the  suc- 
ceeding year.  To  deprive  them  of  their  fish  was  to 
deprive  them  of  their  living,  and  they  would  not 
submit  to  tliis  loss.  So  great  waa  the  disafiection 
tbat  a  number  of  mpn  went  on*?  ni^iht  and  de.^troyed 
the  dam.  Tbereupoo  law-suits  arose,  until  finally  the 
town  porohased  the  dam  and  privilege,  and  this  settM 
the  difficnltlcs.  For  many  yean  nothing  wna  done 
with  this  privilege  until  Caleb  Hunt  and  others  ob- 
tained tbe  ricrbt  from  the  town  to  build  a  mill.  They 
built  a  new  dam  about  forty  rods  below  the  ancient 
one,  where  a  saw-mill  was  established,  and  afterwardi 
a  grist-mill,  which  for  many.  yesiS  was  owned  by 
Abraham  Ifitbart,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  firm 
of  Ambler  &  Hobart,  exlen-<ive  L'raiii  dealers. 

About  tbe  year  ll^ii,  Col.  Willitim  Allen  erected 
a  grist-mill  on  the  fiver  on  the  south  aide  of  Commer- 
cial Street,  near  the  stooe  bridge.  It  was  occupied 
by  himself  and  partner?  for  some  years,  and  after- 
wards purchased  by  Jonas  Welch,  who  commenced 
the  nanniacture  of  chocolate.  The  chocolate  made 
proved  to  be  die  hert  in  the  market^  and  brought  the 
highest  price.  Welch's  chocolate  became  celebrated 
throughout  the  country.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Welch  the  business  passed  into  tbe  hands  of  Alexan- 
der Bowditdi,  who  continued  the  huaineis  ftr  soms 
years.    About  1853  another  building  was  erected  for 

ihe  nianunn  hire  of  carpeting  upon  the  same  privi1e^:c, 
but  did  not  prove  a  success.  It  was  also  used  for  a 
short  time  as  a  manufactory  for  boot-  and  shoe-lasli. 
About  twenty  ycam  ago  it  was  bomed  to  the  ground 
together  with  die  old  grist*  and  choeobte-ttilL  AI* 


I 
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tliongb  several  oomiMOMlbaT«tDd«l>TOl«d  to  purchase  Not  far  from  1760  HolMlt  Cbrk  came  to  towD, 
the  privile;_'e,  thev  wereunnble  no  to  do,  and  ihr;  sitf  is  and  built  a  fuHin^^-niill  upon  nr  near  Adams  Street, 
still  bare  and  desolate,  with  hardly  a  vestige  remaiuing  Thi«  privilege  ira»  \ued  only  a  few  years,  nnd  I  can 
to  mark  tlie  KpaL  j  fiad  ao  evidenoa  that  it  was  occupied      auy  other 

Not  fiir  from  1680  a  jvuog  nan  hy  the  naaia  of  penon  exaept  Adam  Hohart,  Jr.,  who  had  a  lathe 
John  Bowditch,  SQppoeed  to  come  from  Salem,  came  to  there  a  short  time,  but  what  he  did  I  find  no  acoonnt 
thet<>wn.  and.  marryinir  the  dauir?itpr  of  John  Frpncli,  <if.  TWva  dam  finally  became  rotten,  and  h  now  only 
settled  here,  built  a  dam,  and  set  up  a  fulling-mill  near  known  aa  having  caused  a  vexatiootf  law-suit,  which 
Oommereial  Street,  on  one  of  the  beet  ritea  for  a  mill  j  will  be  neDtioned  in  aootber  place, 
privilege  on  Monatiquot  Rirer.  This  privile);e  re-  I  Another  dam  was  erected  on  Adami!  Street  about 
mained  in  the  liunds  of  the  Bowditch  family  untH  al'ont  tlu-  year  1^35  !>y  tlie  Hon  Benjamin  V.  French,  a 
17^6,  when  it  wa«  sold  to  other  parties.  During  the  '  native  of  the  town,  who  had  acquired  a  fortune  while 
time  it  was  in  their  hands  a  grist-mill  was  built,  but  a  merchant  in  Boston.  Ho  was  a  man  of  active 
wfaeoiaQDkmjwQ.  Wheothemillwaaaddby  thebeifa  |  bnrioeee  habits,  aod  did  nvoh  for  the  iaaproTeraeat 
of  John  Bowditch,  a  grist-mill  is  mentioned,  bat  DO  1  of  bta  Dative  town.  He  purchiL^ed  a  large  farm  and 
fulling-mill.  The  busioessnf  fulHnp:  doth,  as  separati"'  carried  on  the  ha.-ine.«i  cxtensivily.  He  clenred  un- 
from  the  weaving  thereof,  had  departed.  Itisremem-  cultivated  pastures  and  meadow  lauds,  built  heavj 
bend  bj  the  oldMt  ckuena  that  otM  Abi^  Bowditch,  I  atone  walla,  planted  all  kinda  ef  frait  and  omanatital 
auaideo  ]adj,took  scda  ebaigaof  the  grinding  of  eom.  |  trees,  end  so  improTcd  the  oonditioD  of  his  hrm  that 
and  would  with  ease  take  a  two-bushel  bag  of  meal  it  was  the  attraction  of  the  town  for  many  yean^, 
upon  her  shoulder,  carry  it  up  the  sfjiirs  to  the  visitors  cuming  from  all  parts  of  the  fonntrv  to  vifw 
street,  and  place  it  in  the  wagon,  withuut  a88i<«tance.  and  enjoy  its  beauties.  Ho  waH  well  known  as  one 
For  abotit  twenty  years  it  was  ooeupied  by  Jonathan  |  of  die  leading  agrionltariata  and  hortiottUarists  in 
Thayer,  Amasa  Penniman,  Walter  Rogers,  Benjamin  j  the  Stale.  If  I  were  to  Dane  any  one  man  u«  the 
Smith,  ;ind  other  parties  in  tlie  manufacture  nf  various  greatest  benefaptur  of  the  town,  it  woulil  !>.•  tlie  Hon. 
kinil;*  iif  goods.  To  attempt  to  describe  the  vaneti«!S  Benjamin  V.  French.  The  dam  he  built  on  Mo- 
uf  buainera  carried  on  there  would  fill  many  pages  of  ^  natiquot  River  was  not  used  for  some  jeaiB  after  its 
nannacript,  and  then  wonld  be  inoonplete  from  lack  i  erection.  The  owners  of  the  Bowditch  priTilege 
of  eridence,  the  information  bmng  mostly  derived  ^  bought  the  llobnrt  Clark  privilege,  atid  built  a 
frnm  tradition.  Ai»out  1 S23  a  company  was  fornji  d,  temporary  d:im  that  flowed  the  water  back  -  >  far 
purchajMfii  the  privilegt!,  and  commenced  enlarging  and  ,  that  the  French  privilege  wa-s  useless.  In  order  to 
improving  the  property.  John  Edaon  acted  as  their  obtaio  bis  right.s,  Mr.  Frenoh  was  obliged  to  institute 
^ni.  OotUNi*gina  were  tnannfacttirad  quite  exten- 1  a  suit  at  law,  which,  after  being  carried  to  the  higb- 
sively,  and  a  mill  was  built  for  the  making  of  cotton  est  courts  in  the  Strtte,  wa.s  finally  decided  in  his 
doths,  which  stood  until  la^t  year,  when  it  being  old  favor.  He  immi  diatoly  proceeded  to  erect  a  grist- 
aod  dilapidated,  was  torn  down.  This  company  sold  mill,  which  went  into  successful  operation.  He 
it  10  tha  Boston  Flax  Company,  who  did  a  large  and  '  carried  on  the  grain  bosinesi  for  about  twenty  yeam, 
snoeesaftll  bneine^  in  the  manufaciar>- of  twine,  linen  when  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  applied  to  the 
£rtX"k,  etc., employing ahout  six  hundred  mm.  wnmen,  buildin<:  destroyed  in  one  hour  nil  thi'  !;ihnr  of  yours, 
and  children.  It  gave  an  impetus  to  the  growth  of  This  Ioas,  together  with  his  large  e.\peniiiiures  ou 
that  village  hitherto  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  his  farm,  crippled  bis  resources,  and  compelled  bin 
Bralntree.  Darnq;  the  thir^  years  of  ila  exiatenoe  |  to  anrrander  bis  Talnable  property  into  the  kaada  of 
lioaaea  were  built  for  the  use  of  the  employes,  stores  his  creditors.  The  privilege  pa.s.Hed  into  the  hands 
were  opened,  and  hu.«ine?s  wa?  l-risk,  not  citly  io  the  '  of  Benjamin  Lyman  Morrison,  who  now  improves  it  as 
immediate  locality,  but  throughout  the  town,  j  a  woolen  yarn  manufi»ct«ry,  and  who  haa  done  a  re- 

Aboot  1880  tbs|y  removed  their  maehioery  to  Lad*  muneraliYe  bnsiness. 
low,  Haak,  and  aold  the  ssbddishnent  to  the  Jenkins  j  At  what  time  the  old  Thayer  mill,  as  it  was  for. 
Maoufacturing  Company.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  merly  called,  wa.s  built  we  kn  .w  not,  nrithi  r  hy  whom 
occupied  by  its  own. th  in  thi-  m  oniractorL' of  >hoe-  the  enterprise  wa<<  started.  On  the  laying  out  of 
lacings,  by  the  Columbia  Rubber  Company  in  that  of  .  Middle  Street  as  a  public  way  in  16UU  it  was  men- 
rabb»  doth,  and  F.  B.  Allen  in  that  of  ftna.  The  J  timed  as  psanng  over  the  dam.  This  dam  was  tha 
village  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  elfoote  of  the  i  boondsry  line  of  Middle  Street  on  its  west  side.  It 
MDOval  of  the  Boston  Fkx  Company.  '  was  finM  used  for  a  saw-mill,  afterwards  for  a  grist* 
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mill.  About  the  jear  181C,  Robert  SngdWi  a  native 
of  Eiipland,  leasing  the  premise?,  commenced  the 
maDofacture  of  woolen  goods,  and  carried  it  OQ  a 
number  of  yean.  It  was  still  owned  bj  the  Tbayer 
ftnity.  About  tbo  jewr  1831,  Alv«  HorxiKm,  a  na- 
tiveof  New  Hampehire,  leaaed  the  priviic(gs,  MhI  began 
the  manafacture  of  woolen  croods,  especially  woolen 
jarofl.  His  business  proved  successful,  and  be  ailer- 
mnds  pnrebased  the  property.  Be  oonttoued  to  im- 
firoTe  tlue  profierty  from  time  to  time,  until  a  short 
time  previous  to  his  deatli,  l)y  the  erection  of  new 
buildiii.iTS  and  (tther  ituproviMuents.  until  he  was  tlie 
owner  of  one  of  the  beat  factories  un  the  river.  His 
pneperity  was  muolj  doe  to  hie  skill,  md  abo  espe-  I 
eiallj  to  his  faith  fuloeu  in  putting  npon  the  market  i 
the  best  goods  that  were  manufactured.  In  tlie 
oouotry  around,  the  old  stocking- knitters  would  my 
that  if  their  cnstomen  wanted  the  beet  itooktnge  they 
most  have  Monrieoo'e  yam  to  knit.  No  better  piaiee 
need  be  given  to  bis  memory.  Hon.  Alva  Morrieon 
remained  in  the  town  of  his  adoption  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  long  life,  a  period  of  more  than  bfty  years'  j 
rendence,  always  taking  an  aetive  intenat  ia  town 
and  State  afttiie,  honored  by  his  townsmen  in  many  of 
the  nuist  important  positions  it  could  confer  upon  him.  ' 
He  will  h>e  well  reniemlxTcd,  especially  by  his  poim-r 
and  more  adiicted  neighliors,  who  were  the  recipieula 
of  hk  ftedy-given  boantifla  for  thdr  rdief  and  com-  [ 
fint.  The  baeinees  la  now  condneted  by  his  three 
sons,  Alva  S.,  R.  Elmer,  and  Ibrahim, under  the  firm- 
name  of  Morrison  lirothers. 

In  the  year  1822,  Oliver  Avea  and  Blijah  Howard 
pntehaaed  of  Aia  French,  Ek|^  an  nnoeeniued  privi- 
ly at  the  foot  of  Pearl  Street  for  the  purpose  of 
workinjr  in  iron,  and  during  the  three  following  years 
built  shops,  dwuUiugs,  and  other  buildings  oe^ssary 
for  the  earryiug  on  of  the  shovel  and  nail  and  teek 
bnaineas.  The  shovel  businese  has  been  a  pert  of  the 
extensive  works  of  tVie  Amo««o8,  who  have  a  national  j 
reputation.  The  nail  and  tack  business  was  carried 
on  by  Elijah  Howard,  of  North  Eastoo,  and  bis  son, 
Jaeon  0.  Howard,  and  their  eopartner,  Apolloa  Ban*  | 
dall,  a  native  of  Saaton,  who  made  this  town  his  res-  , 
idence,  after  entering  into  business,  as  lon^i  as  he 
lived.  The  tack  and  nail  business  is  not  carried  un 
at  proaent.  Jaaoa  G.  Howard,  the  only  surviving 
partner,  haa  retired  from  bnaiacfla,  and  rendea  in 
Eastou.  I 

In  the  year  18GS.  James  T.  Stevens  and  Qeorge  i 
D.  Willis  built  a  siuail  factory  on  the  comer  of 
Trenont  and  Taylor  Streets,  and  eommenoed  the 
manu&Otnre  of  natle  and  taeka.   Steam-power  was 
need.   For  variooa  reaaona  they  removed  thur  &o- 


tory  to  Weymonth  about  1871.  In  1872  thej 
bought  a  piece  of  land  aJjoIuiut;  the  bhovel  works, 
and  erected  buildings  thereon,  using  the  waste  water  of 
the  pond  of  the  ahovel-fiiotory  and  alao  ateam-power. 
Mr.  Stevena  having  a  thorongh  knowledge  of  bis 
trade,  being  a  practical  mechanic, .  and  Mr.  Willia 
provin?  an  excellent  sale.sinan,  have  built  up  a  gpod 
busioe^  with  a  reputation  for  good  work. 

Jnst  off  Hanoook  Street  are  two  privileges  now 
cupied  by  the  Hollingswortb  &  Whitney  Maouiaetii>>- 
in;.;  Conipatiy,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  up  sep- 
arately. ()ne  is  ealled  the  tipper  mil!,  the  other  the 
lower  mill.  The  Oral  we  know  of  the  lower  uiill  it 
waa  uaed  for  aawing  lumber  until  about  1810,  when  it 
was  enlarged,  and  a  grist-mill  added.  It  was  owned 
by  .\braham  Thayer,  a  native  of  the  town.  The 
upper  mill  is  of  an  older  date.  At  what  time  this 
privilege  was  first  occupied  u  not  known,  bat  as  long 
ago  aa  1764  it  was  aoM  by  Danid  Hayden  to  Aaariah 
Faxon,  and  described  as  a  saw-  and  {^ist-uiill.  Mr. 
Faxon  owned  it  about  thirty  years,  when  be  sold  it 
to  JoDathan  Thayer.  It  was  used  for  the  mann- 
fiicture  of  virions  artidca  of  OMKhandiae  by  diffareat 
individuals  until  about  1820,  when  it  was  pturebaaad 
hy  the  RIake  &  Revere  Copper  Foundry  Company, 
wh<»  inanufaetnred  bells  and  did  other  copj>er  work 
lur  several  years.  About  the  year  1832,  John  M. 
and  Lyman  Hollingsworth,  two  brotheis  who  eaoM 
from  Milton,  purchased  both  the  upper  and  bwer 
privileges,  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  paper. 
It  was  at  this  mill  that  they  discovered  bow  to  make 
manilla  paper  from  the  old  rope,  whieh  oonld  he 
height  at  a  email  priee,  and  tiansformed  into  p^ier 
which  was  very  strong  aud  almost  impervioua  to 
water.  This  dijseovery  was  made  in  1842.  When 
they  removod  nom  the  town  their  brother,  Ellis  A., 
took  oharge  of  the  baaineas,  under  the  flm-naae 
of  Hollingsworth  &  Whitney,  and  so  well  have  they 
succeeded  that  they  make  at  this  establishment  alone 
about  6ve  tuns  of  paper  per  day,  and  which  finds  a 
ready  sale.  About  1882,  upon  the  death  of  both 
the  partnem,  a  stock  company  was  fbrmed,  although 
the  stock  is  nearly,  if  not  lUl,  owned  by  their  heiii. 
The  Hollingsworth  brothers  all  made  a  pood  fortune 
in  tbeir  business.  This  company  has  built  on  the 
old  site  the  most  eonvM^enk  mill  in  the  State. 

Joafe  ia  the  rear  of  the  Bratntiee  Oeautwy ,  ntuated 
on  Pond  Street,  is  an  old  dam.  In  the  only  reference 
to  it  t  have  fonnd  in  the  records  it  i?  ctillcd  Samuel 
Nilcs'  dam,  and  probably  was  used  as  a  site  for  a  saw- 
milt.  This  waa  in  1731,  and  the  nlU  was  then  prob- 
ably not  in  existenoe,  as  it  is  ^ken  of  as  Ibnneriy 
known  by  that  name.  It  must  ba  of  very  aaoieDt 
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SMfc  likdy  before  1676.  No  tnditioo  estate, 
M  fiur  «•  I  cm  learn,  of  what  tbo  dam  wae  wed  Ibr. 

There  is  a  privilege  Bitnated  near  the  comer  of 
Pond  and  Granite  Streets  which  was  in  173U  in  poe- 
iiMinn  of  CoL  William  Hmit,  who  oeeajned  it  for  a 
forge.  The  ore  was  taken  fhun  the  bottom  of  Qreat 
Pond  by  (IrtHl-iini;.  ?i)  tradition  mys.  Iron  ore  h;is 
beet)  found  in  considcrubie  (juantitics,  and  at  one  time 
exported  from  the  towa.  The  cinders  made  at 
tfue  ftuj^e  can  he eoenat  thie  dne.  Il  wwefterwarda 
parchaxcd  by  Devid  Holhrook,  and  leBained  in  the 
family  for  four  srcncnitionp,  wed  for  a  saw-  and  gnat- 
mill.  Since  the  death  of  Moses  Holbrook  it  was  pur- 
chased by  George  White,  and  afterwards  used  as  a 
■KWoinill  by  bin  nnUI  hie  deetb,  whieh  wee  eaoeed  b j 
an  accident  while  at  work  in  the  mill.  After  his 
death  it  was  coaspelied  (o  jield  to  the  tordi  of  the 
inoeodiaiy. 

Anotber  sew-  end  gnet^ttil)  wis  ntoated  near  Waeb- 

ington  Street,  on  Cranberry  Brook,  and  is  known  as 

Ludden  mill.  But  little  is  known  of  its  history, 
but  the  ruins  of  the  dam  are  plainly  to  bo  sef*n.  Still 
aaotber  saw-mill  was  uituated  un  the  same  brook,  far- 
ther np  the  atrean,  and  near  Libertj  Street  It  wis 
the  proper^  of  William  Wild,  a  native  of  the  town, 
who  removed  to  that  vieinitj  aboot  1750.  Nothing 
but  the  dam  remains. 

These  privileges  woe  ell  situated  on  the  Monati- 
qpotlUver  oritetribatariei.  Said  nver  taksi  its  rise 
nenr  the  irr>3at  Sne  Hill,  in  Canton,  and  is  ealled 
Blue  Hill  Kiver  until  it  reaches  Great  Pond,  in  Brain- 
tree,  when  it  taiies  the  name  oi  Moore's  Farm  Kiver. 
Neer  the  plaoe  wb«re  it  reonTse  the  wnten  of  Little 
Pond  it  joins  the  Coehato  River,  whieh  risei  near  the 
borders  of  IT  'lbrook  and  Stoughton,  and  near  the 
junction  it  receive-i  the  waters  of  Craiil».rry  Pond,  aud 
flows  into  lk«toD  Harbor.  In  the  year  1818  the 
owners  of  the  privileges  on  Monatiqnot  Birer  obtained 
of  the  General  Court  authority  to  use  the  waters  of 
Hou^rbton's  Pond,  in  Milton,  and  Great,  Little,  and 
Cranberry  Ponds,  in  Braintree,  that  they  mi<;ht  have 
those  waters  to  nse  during  the  droughts  of  summer. 

hnve  enlarged  end  deepened  the  natural  outlets 
of  Great  and  Little  Pond  fur  that  purpose.  Monati- 
quot  River,  after  it  arrives  at  tbe  line  between  Bniin- 
tree  and  Weymouth,  is  sometimes  called  Weymouth 
Fore  Biver,  but  the  name  on  the  anoiont  reoords  is 
Ihet  of  Hoootlent.  Near  tbe  Weyuumtb  fine  there 
wa.s  formerly  ranch  ship-building  carried  on  by  Sam- 
uel Arnold,  Nathaniel  R.  Thomas,  and  ntbon^.  But 
tbe  buaioeas  has  out  been  carried  on  for  some  years. 
The  river  if  nsTigable  ae  far  as  Shaw  Street  bridge, 
•ad  00  ila  boiden  in  andent  tinea  were  attuated 


■MBj  wbarvea,  flon  wheoee  the  prodoolB  of  the  ooun- 
try  were  conveyed  to  the  markets,  and  receiving 

poods  in  return.  Prominent  among  these  places  may 
be  mentioned  a  wharf  called  William  Peuo'tt  upper 
landing  plaoe  as  early  as  1646,  and  probably  earlier. 
It  was  aitoated  near  the  foot  of  Hill  Lane.  The  only 
wharf  now  used  in  that  vicinity  is  occupied  by  Joel 
F.  Sheppard,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  trans- 
action uf  a  Coal  aud  wood  bmiiuess.  Besides  the 
water  reoeiTed  from  the  ponds,  tbe  river  is  fed  by  e 
large  number  of  »';iriti^:^.  with  which  the  town  abounds. 
The  most  noted  of  these  sprinp*  is  situated  at  the 
foot  of  a  gravel  plain,  from  whence  flows  a  steady 
stream  of  pure  water  whieh  never  freeieB,  but  ood- 
tinuea  to  flow  with  a  never-fiiiliug  enpply,  althoagh 
the  eerth  is  parched  by  the  heat  of  summer ;  nor  doee 
it  increase  during  the  heavy  rain<i  of  spring  and  au- 
tumn, Tbe  people  cume  for  miles  around,  and  carry 
away  burelB  every  day  through  the  luumer  for  ftin- 
ily  use.  It  has  been  analyted  by  etHspetent  ehemiala, 
and  found  to  contain  medical  qualities.  The  water 
of  Monatiquot  Uivcr  is  nlso  ui^ed  by  the  tannery  of 
Col.  Albion  C.  Orinkwater,  which  in  situated  on  the 
eomer  of  Adama  and  Elm  Streets.  He  pronounoee 
it  the  best  water  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for 
tnnnin;^  purpose?.  About  the  venr  1800  the  manu- 
facture of  shoes  was  commenced  in  the  town  by  Sam- 
uel  Haydcn,  who  disposed  of  bis  goods  in  Boston. 
Thie,  with  tbe  addition  of  boots,  eoon  beeanie  an  ex* 
tensive  buMUee^  and  frum  that  time  to  the  present 
they  have  been  tnanuf'ictured  in  this  town,  not  iis 
laige  DOW  us  at  a  former  period.  The  number  of  the 
maonfiMtareHi  are  ao  nuiny  that  I  oannot  devote  the 
apace  for  their  names.  Suffice  it  to-aay  that  almoet 
every  dwelling  had  a  shop  built  near  it,  where  the 
workmen  took  their  work  from  the  manufacturers  and 
made  the  boots  lor  market.  These  have  gradually 
gone  to  decay  or  have  been  removed  ibr  other  pur- 
poses, so  that  now  one  can  aearoely  be  found,  the 
workmen  laborinL:  in  fictories.  The  Brninfree  thick 
boot  bore  the  highest  price  in  the  market,  and 
sustained  its  good  name  for  many  years.  Ou  the 
borden  of  Little  Pond,  Warren  Mansfield  commenced 
a  wheelwright  busines.s,  which  gradually  enlarged 
until  he  was  »v<nipe!!ed  to  erect  a  stone  farfnry  with 
steam-power  U>  till  his  numerous  orders.  He  became 
a  huge  maDufhoturer  of  cars,  w^ons  for  the  miliuiry 
aervioeof  the  government  during  the  RebellioD,and 
also  large  wagons,  whieh  he  shipped  to  Oub*  and  South 
America. 

During  the  lost  few  years  a  fuutory  has  been  built 
for  tbe  maoufaetare  of  Cardigan  jacketB,  and  ia  run 
by  atenm-power.    Tbe  buaineae  ia  carried  on  by 
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Jw&ph  Winter  and  wife,  natives  of  England.  They  | 
are  doing  a  good  bnrioeao,  makiog  the  beat  goods  io  ' 
the  market. 

JoMpb  1.  Batat  has  abo  latdy  started  «  n«v 
bluineM  for  this  town,  manufacturing  what  he  oalk 
"  Bates'  Coownptton  Pilla,"  for  whiob  be  fioda  a 

ready  salf'.  | 
Old  Colony  Bulletin. — Uu  June  5, 187 appeared  . 
the  Ihst  tmmber  of  the  Old  Colony  BuBettny  which  | 
was  published  in  South  Braintrec  by  Mr.  G.  FTBoklin  ' 
David.    Tt  was  issued  fortnightly,  and  remained  in  ! 
existence  some  six  months,  when  its'' publisher  re- 
moved to  Abiogtoo.    Its  first  editor  was  Mr.  A.  £. 
Sfmrnl,  who  is  now  on  the  reportorial  staff  of  the 
Boiirm  llt  raM,  and  well  adorns  the  profeSiioD,  pror- 
ing  himself  an  able  and  ready  writer. 


CHAPTER  XIV.»  : 

BRAINIR££— ((;;»ii<iii«€«i).  ' 

I 
I 

MILITART  KimrOBT.  ' 

DuRlNO  th«'  year  I  SOT.  when  it  was  feared  that  j 
the  country  would  become  involved  in  a  foreign  war, 
it  was  voted  by  the  town  that  the  men  who  turned 
out  for  the  service  of  the  country  shonld  fWre  as  well 
fa  the  Third  Kegiuent  .should  fare.    At  a  meeting  of  { 
the  town,  held  May  1?  I'^O^,  it  was  voted  to  dve 
the  men  who  enlisted  in  the  United  States  i»crvice 
three  doUsn  each.   Under  this  vote  the  town  paid 
three  ddlars  eaoh  to  twenty'two  men,  as  appears  by 
the  order  bo. lie.    TIjc   person.s   paid  were  Thoniaa  I 
nolli«.  Jr.,  William  Thayr-r  i?,<Y).  Jolni  HiJlis  (LM>, 
Moses  French,  Joshua  6ampmm,  Jr.,  Ueorge  New- 
eomb,  Bbeneier  Hayward,  Alexander  Holbrook, 
Asaph  Faxon,  Jr.,  Sumucl  Holbrook,  Jauics  Hol- 
brook, Isaac  Allen,  James  French,  Abia  Holbrook, 
Xievi  Thayer,  Jr.,  Juaatbao  Thayer,  Jr.,  Samuel  < 
Robinson,  Jonathan  Hill,  Thomas  Wild,  Warren 
Loud,  John  Cashing,  and  Charles  Bass. 

In  the  war  of  1812  the  (own  of  Bruntree,  like  | 
most  of  the  town.s  in  flir»  State,  was  nppo.sed  to  the  \ 
war  witli  Great  Britain,  and  the  state  of  tceliug  can  ' 
he  seen  by  the  vote  for  Governor  at  the  deetion  held 
Nov.  12, 1812,  a  high  state  of  pditieal  feeling  exist-  | 

'  The  history  of  tii«  Itevolutiouurj  war  i»  bciug  writlaa  for 
thla  Tolvoie  by  tbo  Hon.  Charlw  F.  Adunib  Jr.,  of  Qalney.  I 
•hall  therefore  leave  U  t»  hU  abl«  pea. 


ing  at  the  time.  For  the  Federal  candidate  there 
were  thrown  eighty  six  votes,  for  the  Republican  only 
fifty.  At  a  town-Qieeiing  called  May  28,  1812,  it 
was  voted  to  malce  eaeh  man's  pay,  with  the  United 
States  pay,  fourteen  dollars  per  month,  as  long  as 
they  arc  out  in  the  service.  Tt  was  also  voted  that 
if  the  drafted  men  are  called  out  for  military  duty 
more  than  by  order  uf  the  government,  the  town 
agrse  to  pay  them  one  dollar  fer  eaeh  day.  8apt> 
IH,  1814,  a  town-meeting  was  held  to  see  if  the  town 
will  take  into  consideration  the  alarming  situation 
which  threateos  our  shores  by  invasion  by  the  bosiilc 
foe,  with  rcspeot  to  the  defense.  Voted  to  add  four 
peraons  to  the  selectmen,  whteh  shall  be  deneminnted 
a  Committee  of  Safety.  The  selectmen  at  that  time 
consisted  of  Caleb  French,  Dr.  Jonathan  Wild,  and 
Major  Amos  Stetson.  Tho  persons  added  were 
Hcssn.  JottSB  Welch,  Capt.  Thomas  HoUis,  Lieut 
William  Reed,  and  Minotc  Thayer.  Voted  tb*t  the 
town  raihc  tlio  .'•imi  of  three  huiiilrt  <l  dollar?  to  pay 
the  troo[i.-<,  iind  that  we  pay  the  same  that  Randolph, 
Slilton,  and  Quincy  pay.  The  only  persons  I  have 
heard  of  in  the  United  States  servloe  were  John, 
Isaac,  and  Ebcnczer  Holbrook  and  James  French. 
The  latt«r  died  in  the  service  at  Plattsburg,  N. 
in  18U. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Bebdlion,  in  1861| 
one  of  the  first  towns  to  reqwnd  to  the  call  for  troops 

was  Braintn  o.  It  already  had  a  company  of  in- 
fantry, who  ha<i  joined  themselves  fntr«ther  for  the 
purpo.«c  of  pertectiog  themselves  in  military  drill,  and 
to  enjoy  the  pleasnres  of  the  training-field.  Thej 
little  dreamed  that  they  would  be  called  at  n  few 
hours'  notice  tn  Iravo  their  eiiiufiirt^ible  homes  and 
loved  and  loving  friends  to  mingle  in  the  dangers  of 
war.  But  so  4t  proved.  On  the  15th  day  of  April 
of  that  year  they  received  orders  hte  in  the  afkerooon 
to  report  in  Btiston  on  the  following  day,  to  go— 
they  knew  not  whither.  But  they  did  tint  shritik 
from  the  porll)rmance  of  their  duty.  Muny  of  them 
had  ftmilies  dependent  npon  thdr  daily  labor  for  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  knew  not  how  they  eonld  sus- 
tain tho.-ie  families  in  comfort  while  they  were  absent 
in  their  country's  service.  But  they  marehfd  with 
full  ranks,  in  full  trust  that  God  would  provide  moaQS 
and  would  open  the  hearts  of  their  townsmen,  so  that 
these  loved  ones  would  be  cared  for  in  their  absenee. 
( hi  til  •  fnnrniii^'  of  April  16th  the  Braintree  Light 
Iiilautry,  Company  C,  Fourth  Regiment  Massacha- 
setts  Volunteer  Militia,  were  formed  at  their  armory 
prepared  for  duty.  ,They  marched  for  Boston  to  join 
their  regiment,  and  in  a  few  days  sailed  for  FortrsSB 
Monroe,  whore  they  remained  the  term  of  their  eo* 
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t,  and  nUirDed  to  tht  ir  homes  July  22d,  the 
Mine  jpar.  Tmmetliatclv  after  tlieir  (lt>parturo  the 
adectmen  of  the  town  i^ued  their  warraut  for  a  towD- 
Mflttng  to  be  tield  on  Ajnl  2Gth,  lu  provide  for  the 
ftmilifl*  of  die  eoldien.  The  wtmnt  wm  dated  April 
19th,  only  threo  days  after  their  departure,  and  was 
signed  by  David  II.  Hat.  -*,  N.  H.  Hunt,  and  Phillips 
Cortia.  At  that  meeiing  it  was  voted  that  a  sum  not 
eieeeding  $1500  be  appropriated  for  the  rapport  of 
die  femilies  of  those  who  have  leH  the  town  and 
thoir  homes  in  uVieili,  iR-e  to  the  call  of  the  I'refi'li  nt 
of  the  United  State^^.  David  H.  Bates,  N.  FI.  Hum. 
Pbiliips  Curtis  J.  H.  D.  Blake,  Jason  G.  Howard, 
GUeb  HoUb,  tad  Eliaha  Thayer  were  appoiated  a 
ooounittae  to  expend  aod  distribute  the  ahofe  appro- 
priation. Under  thia  vote  the  oonuDittee  espeaded 
11437.44. 

Another  oaU  waa  made  ftr  tnwpa,  aaid  lihe  State 
paned  a  law  anthoristog  townri  to  aid  the  (kmiliea  of 

aoldiers,  and  on  August  19th  of  the  same  year  the  town 
voteJ  tn  bonr«>w  81000,  to  be  expended  aooording  to 
law.  The  sum  expended  under  thi-s  vote  was  refunded 
bj  the  State.  July  14,  1862,  the  ttvwn  voted  to 
oflfer  a  boantj  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  each  indi- 
vidual volunteer  resident  of  Bmintri  e  who  sluill,  tin- 
der the  direction  of  the  selectmen,  within  thirty  days 
from  date,  volunteer  for  tbc  war.  The  selectmen, 
mader  thia  vote,  expended  the  aun  of  $8637.30. 
TUm  rani  abo  IDeludeM  the  money  paid  agreeable  to  a 
Totc  pawned  Aug.  18,  18G2,  whwhy  tlie  f^t  Icctmen 
were  authorized  to  pay  each  volunteer  resident  who 
sbalt  enlist  preriona  to  the  fiiat  day  of  Septemher 
under  the  late  eall  of  the  Preaident  for  nine  montha 
$125,  to  the  nuaber  of  the  quota  assigned  to  the  town, 
and  $7500  was  appropriated  (br  that  objopt.  Dtiring 
the  year  18G4  the  town  paid  the  huiq  ut  $H.'it.i0.77  fur 
hoontieB  and  expenaea  of  reoraiting  the  quota  of  the 
town.  June  1, 1664,  it  waa  voted  to  authorise  the 
selectmen  to  pay  from  the  treasury  the  sum  of  9125 
for  each  person  v  tlnriit^crini:  in  th*»  quota  of  Brtitifree 
previous  to  the  hr^t  day  of  March,  1SG5,  under  any 
call  from  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States. 

JHuing  the  jear  1605  the  town  i>  <i<I  f.  r  bounties 
and  expenses  the  snm  nf  8040.").  niukinj  a  total  of 
$27,930.51  which  had  been  paid  by  the  town  in  its 
corporate  capacity  for  the  pFoaecutioo  of  the  war. 
Tl»  M  in  addition  to  the  aum  refunded  hy  the  State, 
•aid  alao  to  many  private  eontribntiona  ior  the  aame 


The  lb]Io\ring  is  a  register  of  the  officers  and  pri- 
vaAan,  aa  lar  aa  has  heen  aaeertained,  who  aerred  in  the 
amy.  There  may  he  errora,  but  if  ao,  they  are  difii- 
eolt  to  eonraet  from  lack  of  reoorda: 


00MMIS8I0VRD  OFPICBBS. 
ThrM  7Mr»*  Rtfim*»u. 
Wsrr«n  M.  T^nMat,  m-t.  .«:irir.  .>:,tli  Maw.  Inf.  and  iurg.  103d 

U.  S.  colored  troojw,  from  Au^.  1 1, 1803,  to  April  84, 
Odphas  C.  Banpu,  oapt.  SSd  let,  aad  M  Umrj  Aft 
George  A.  Thayer,  capt.  2d  Inf. 
Norman  F.  Sti'vlo,  capt.  Z2d  Inf. 
R<lg»r  L.  Bumpti:<,  brnrct  ca|it.  33d  Inf. 
BT«ntt  0.  Bnmpitf,  lit  licut.  Sd  Ueary  Art. 
B4w»H  H.  Vallu.  1ft  n«at.  Sd  H«evf  AH. 
Richard  M.  Sanborn,  t't  :n  vit.  M  Car.    ■  'inpliinenlary). 
Th«odor«  0.  Uow*,  lit  licat.  3d  Car.  (complimenUrjrJ. 
Jumm  B.  IiMDanl,  2d  ItraU  S2d  faf. 

Marcus  M.  I'ool,  'JU  !i.  iit.  Isl  Hlmvv  Art. 

VotHnlerr  Mtittia. 

CapluM  C.  Bnnpiia,  «*pt.  Ca.  C.  4tb  Int.,  for  S  OMmlfca. 

JaaiM  T.  SteroDi,  capt.  Co.  T.  :iM  lof.,  for  IW  daji;  lit 

licut.  Cu.  C,  4th  lof.,  for  ^  luouthf. 
Imac  P.  Fuller,  2d  li«aU  Co.  C,  4th  Inf.,  for  i  months. 
John  C.  Sanborn,  Sd  lioat.  Co.  B,  43d  lof.,  for  9  nionlb*. 
Cbarl«*  A.  Aroold,  2d  titmU  Co.  T,  43d  Inf.,  for  100  day*. 

EN' LISTED  MBN, 
Famrtk  li'giment,  Cmpnny  C,  Mm*.  Vot.  Militia  {Br»intrt» 

Light  InfanlTi/ ), 

Miiftercd  into  nerrio^  April  22,  ISdl  ;  di»cbart(etlJttljr  22,  1861. 

WiUiam      Riehardt,  Mrgt.      John  Kiaegaa. 

Jatepb  L.  Frariar,  wurgL,  Bolaad  B.  Fatlar. 

.\n  !ro"  n.  King,  lergt.  Wjlliam  B.  Foster. 

E4gar  L.  Biimpu«,  Mrgt.  Nathan  T.  l-'rcciD*n. 

Samuel  M.  Hullla, oorp.  Urnrj  W.  (iamnumi. 

Reuben  F.  Ilullin,  corp.  Oharlw  Gilford. 

John  T.  A.Yctrv,  corp.  Jo«»ph  B.  Ho1br«olt. 

John  C.  .Sanborn,  ooTp.  Geuri;(>  P.  Ilonafd. 

CbariM  A.  Arsold.  Tboina*  H«»toa. 

Hanmfl  P.  Arnold.  L.  Frank  Jonas. 

.Tanx-j)  T.  Be«ti<^k.  .Ittnic«  It.  I.conard. 

John  E,  linyle.  William  Lr^^ctl. 

Ererctt  C.  Bnapni.  Thomas  J.  Morton. 

John  R.  CarmlchHel.  Bdward  H.  Melln<i. 

John  Couglilan.  Fraaeti  MeCooil;. 

Chandler  C<jx.  William  II.  MeOana. 

Notion  Cox.  Albert  S.  Mason. 

Manas  F.  Cram.  Matont  A.  Perkins. 

Thomas  J.  r"r     .  tl.  Ilonry  II.  Shf<ld. 

William  Cuuniugh»m.  .Numum  F.  Stoele. 

Wlllbun  A.  Daggatt.  Thomas  B.  Stoddard. 

Solon  David.  Elihu  M.  Thajor. 

Henry  W.  Deiin.  Joseph  I*.  Thnver. 

JamM  Donaboa.  I.oring  W.  Tbajror. 

Pctar  Doaaboa.  Aadrow  Toomoy. 

Lawrenea  A.  Dyer.  Haaiy  W.  Wright. 

Alpbaas  Fiotd. 

There  were  too  othera  from  other  towna  who  ae- 
cowpanied  them,  making  the  whole  nnmher  of  raalc 

and  file  sixf y-isix  men. 

Bo8ides  tlteio,  Charles  H.  Crickniny  went  with 
Company  H,  Fottith  Regiment,  aod  Jermlah  Dal- 
ton,  Jr.,  with  Oompaay  G,  Fifth  Bagfment,  both  of 
Braintree. 
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UISTOBY  OF  NOBFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Tbe  following  wtn  mail«rad  in  Oct.  11, 1892, 

tnd  dincharpcd  July  30,  1863,  and  served  io  Com- 
pony  B,  Forty  third  (oine  moDtbs)  B^unent  AUm- 

ohnwttfl  VuluriUsera : 


Bdwaril  il.  Mel  I  as,  Mrgt. 

ChmUt  W,  B«M,  «iifp. 
CIttriM  A.  Amotd,  cirp. 
VhomM  B.i^tod'lsrd,  corp. 
Jonathsfj  II,  ''ark«wrp« 
Hinun  E.  Abbott. 
Joks  E.  CwvldiMl. 
filial  H.  Cran>>. 
liobert  M-  (^'umniiD^. 
Williaoi  B.  D«aloo. 
Bdward  A.  PUber. 
HoM  B.  H»7d*B. 
HflM*  B.  Hajrdm  (M). 


William  (t.  Hill, 
AilMrt  0.  Hollif. 
George  A.  How*. 
ChariM  B.  LoossnL 
Oeorge  A.  Mower, 
WillluB  W.  Mowor. 
BhnbMl  M.  HortoB. 
John  F.  P 
Jacob  C.  Suuw. 
Ci«N«M««  v.  WallaM. 
FrBDcii  A.  WaIIa<3«, 
Morrill  WilUunf. 


Bnnta  Bawpi^  Sipt.lS»  \m,  t*  J«m  18,  im. 

Company  I. 

Joccph  H.  J.  Tbayor.  .Snpt,  12,  1862,  to  June  IH,  ll»(J3. 

t'orlg-fi/tk  Jttgtmeitl,^  Companjf  A. 

John  W.  Fowl^  Oot.  IS,  I66S,  to       7, 18M. 

jMBttWilliii,  Oct  81,  1862.  to  Sept.  I,  1863. 
Joha  WiUuo,  Oct.  ."il,  1H62,  to  Sept.  1,  186.1. 

fttrljf-eiyhih  lltijimtul,^  Company  I. 

JohB  PfMl,  Oat.  U,        to  Sapt.  9, 1668. 

Company  K. 
Jama  Doolay,  Not.  1, 1868,  to  Sapl.  t,  1868. 

The  followiug  were  mustered  in  July  14  to  Not. 
11,  18<'l,  at»d  served  in  Company  T,  Forty-sfrcond 
licgiment  Momacbusctta  Yoluotccrs,  being  enlisted  as 
one  liiwdrMi  dty*'  bmh  • 

Walilo  Bolbreok. 

Wnllur  llolbrook. 
Davlf  W.  Howard. 
.Mo»ei«  Hunt. 
MotM  K.  Hnnt. 
Newdl  A.  Iiongley. 
.lohn  MoDcrmott. 
Ruai  B.  Moodj. 
Oaorito  W.  Nfokanaa. 
Ilrnrr  I'rjitt. 
.Samuel  Kvnnie. 
Charka  U.  i^niitb. 
Thonaa  0.  SnlUvaa. 
Fmneif  P.  Tbajm. 
liUfian  M.  Thnrer. 
Fr«l.  il.  WalM. 
OaoiBa  D.  Wniia. 
Jmbu  M.  WiNia. 


CnMinoro  N,  Wallaoo,  wrgt. 

John  I'..  I'nrinicliael,  ncrgf. 
I(a«.:  r.  i' tiller,  iiorgt. 
Robert  ()illoii|iie,  aargt. 
WiUiaai  L.  FraU.  corp. 
VranoU  A.  Walliu.'e,  corp. 
MarciiK  A.  i'orkint,  oar|>, 
Uaoffo  W.  AbbotL 
J.  Prad.  Allan. 
Fr«'.i.  C.  Ariiiitrotii;. 
B.  Hvrbcrt  BartlolU 
llcnry  W.  D«MI. 
0U«  B.  PaMl. 
Kdwin  P.  Pranoh. 
Williatn  L.  Oiigo. 
Calob  U.  Uajrtlon. 
Cbariaa  T.  Hajrdtn. 
Loreaio  Hajdan. 

Bdw»r«I  Fii>hor  wni  corporal  in  Conpaiij  A,  Fortj-MOoad 

Rogimcnt,  from  Juljr  14  to  Nov.  11,  1864. 

MalHm  Baala  bdoagad  to  Twaniiath  Poattaahad  Catapany 
1  Aag.  11 1»  Nov.  18»  1864. 


>  Nioa  aaantbi* 


Peiooos  who  enlisted  for  three  jem  in  the 
of  the  United  Stalea: 

Stcond  ButU-y  Arti'!'ry. 

WilUaai  E.  Vnjt,  Sept.  3,  lS6i.  t^  Juoe  II.  186i. 

Srrtntk  ftaturf  Light  ArtiUwy, 
JohB  Bnoaoa,  Jan.  1, 1884,  to  Nov.  10, 1888. 

Tm*lfik  BaUtTf  liakt  ArtOUrf. 
Silaa  B.  Cnm,  Manh  38, 1884,  to  Jana  ti,  1888. 

Ftr§t  tltntry  Artillery,  Company  C. 

Paul  Nadall,  Jaly  i,  \m ;  tfaatTorrad  to  aavy,  Apnl  13, 1S44. 
Mama  M.  Paol,  Jalj  »,  1881.  to  May  18. 1888^ 
Jam  B.  Hobart,  Jaly  8, 1881,  to  Awsaat  18, 1685. 

Firtt  Iff'ity  Artillery,  Compnpy  F. 

Jamea  T.  Besttck,  torgt.,  Aug.  8,  l»82,  to  March  26. 1888. 
Catvia  Brifsi,  Amg.  8, 188? ;  tnai.  to  Tat.  Baa.  Oorpa. 

Flwurl  f.  Timlin,  Aug.  6,  1^62,  to  JuJy  8,  llMU. 
Henry  W.  Uauimotw,  Aug.  &,  1^62,  to  Jalj  6, 

Otmp9mf  I, 

John  y.  £aimaB.  Jatj  8>  1881,  to  Jnljr  8, 1884. 

Linuf  C.  Bird,  March     H«2;  tnini.  to  Vet.  Rea.  Corpa. 
I)eni«  PoloT,  M:.ri  h  (',,         to  Aug,  16,  lH6j, 
EKuhft  P.  -f,  .M.trch      1H6U.  to  May  19,  1864. 

Wiilian  Uiggioi,  Marob  17,  1882,  to  Fab.  IS.  1888. 
Miehaat  MoDaaald,  Marab  «,  188S^  to  Haivb  8, 1888. 

Sieond  Jliatjf  ArtUlwnf,  Ohmpamf  C. 

.Tohn  K.  liiiyte,  .Sept.  5,  IS64,  to  Junr  1"'%  1  S65. 
KebemUb  T,  Dyor,  Sept.  i,  Ut4,  to  June  28.  1888. 
Oaorga  P.  Hollla,  Sept.  8, 1684,  to  Jaae  S8, 1888. 

Albert  T.  I>.)n!,  Sppt.  5,  l«(U,  t.,  June  30,  l^fili. 
AniJrow  C.  Tootney,  Sept.  ^,  i^i"  *.  to  June  3U,  ls6i. 

Fred.  W.  Ingrabam,  aorgt.,  Sept.  i,  1884,  to  JoM  M,  1881. 
Ooorge  Atwell,  flept.  a,  I8«4,  to  Jan.  17,  1886. 
Hiram  S.  Tbayer,  Sept.  i,  Ufll,  to  Jane  26,  1888. 

Jobn  Navan,  Aug.  28, 1884,  to  Jaaa  88, 1888. 

C'tmpnny  II. 

Samuel  Maokor,  Aog.  9, 1S64,  to  Sopt.  3,  1888. 

Cumpany  L. 

Bdward  Froet.  t«T^\..,  Dec.  22,  ISA3,  to  Sept.  3,  1888. 
Orrin  H.  Helchcr,  corp.,  l)i<c.  22,  ISfiS,  to  Sept.  3,  1965. 
Horatio  W.  Colo,  oorp.,  i)«e.  23,  1883,  to  Sept.  3,  1888. 
Hear^  B.  Dyor,  I>ee.  2S.  1888,  to  Jane  S3, 1888. 

Jn>- .1.  \.  Dyer,  Dec.  22,  lHf.3,     S.^j.t,  ISB5. 
Henry  Joy,  Deo.  23,  1863,  to  May  2b,  Im'.d. 

mrd  ifeaiy  Arfittery,  Company  D, 

Lvwia  Bobait,  Hanb  SO,  1864. 

Obm^oajr  S, 

John  Crooin,  oorp.,  Aug.  27,  186,1,  to  Bapt.  18^  1808. 
PaUick  Bogan,  Aug.  27,  1863. 

Otrnfomg  P. 

Edward  H.  Mcllai,  nergt.,  Sept.  16,  1863,  to  Sept.  18,  1808. 
Sbnbaol  M.  Norton,  £«pt.  16,  1863,  to  Sept.  18,  1888. 
Cbleb  8.  BeaaoB,  Aug.  34, 1884,  to  Jane  17, 1888. 
WlllUm  B.  Daaloii,  Sept.  34,  1884,  to  Jaaa  17, 1888. 
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UwrtDoe  A.  Dyer,  8«pt.  10,  1863,  to  Sept.  18,  18ft6. 
Paarl  8.  QriBiteU,  Sq>t.  1«.  IMS,  to  Not.  1, 
BIm  HolbfMk,  Aug.  U,  1SI4.  to  Jam  20.  IMS. 
<!lAr)et  H.  Howe,  Aag.  23,  1864,  t«  Jnnc  20,  1886. 
Hmco  JMkion,  Aog.  23,  18S4,  to  Jun«  1866. 
HvTcy  K.  JillMO,  Aag.  24,  1 864,  to  Jane  17,  186S. 
Jabn  0.  Miachio,  Aag.  23,  1864,  to  Jub«  17,  1M5. 
Mwtin  V.  B.  Minohin.  Aug.  33,  1864,  to  J«tt*  17, 186*. 
Heery  0.  Pr»tt,  Sept.  16,  1863,  to  Sept.  18,  1865. 
Aidm  J.  Kabort,  Aog.  U,  1864,  to  Juno  17, 1M6. 
teul  W.  BntOt  Axm.  M»  ISM*  «»        1^  IM** 

Eli  W.  Chwe,  Oct.  20,  1S63,  to         IS,  lSf55. 

Biotert  M.  Cammiog*.  Oct.  20,  1863,  to  Bept.  IH.  1865. 

Third  Utavy  Art  ill  try,  Company  K. 
Kotiert  Ronxut,  ooq>.,  May  12,  1864,  to  SepU  18,  1865. 

Company  X, 

tnmUrn  V.  Arnold,  oorp.,  Avg.  29,  IM4,  le  Jut*  17,  ItM. 

Amoi  W.  Iloturi,  arlifloer,  Aiip.  29,  to  June  17,  IMS. 

Cynw  G.  Bowker,  Aug.  2«,  1864,  to  June  17,  1866. 
AHM  H.  Vutlw,  A«g.  39,  1864,  to  June  17,  1845. 
abridge  Joy,  Aog.  29,  1864,  to  June  17,  1865, 
JoMpb  P.  Tbayer.  Aug.  29,  1864,  to  Jane  17,  IMS. 

Fourth  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  C. 
OiMt  W.  Allen,  Mrgt.,  Aug.  9, 1B64,  to  Jiia*  17,  IMSw 
Kkhnnt  SMBpeon,  »ergt.,  Aug.  15,  1S64,  to  M.iy  5,  1865. 
WUUms  C.  Stoddard,  ooip.,  Aag.  9.  1864,  to  June  17, 1865. 
Cjm  Ctanmiagf.  tngomw,  Avg.  IS,  1M4,  to  JoM  17,  IMI. 
John  G.  S.  HenderaoD,  An?.  !0,         to  June  17,  18M, 
Uthrop  C.  Keith,  Aug.  9,  1S64,  t  .  June  17,  1865. 
WUliuD  C.  Kaigbt,  Aug.  11,  186-).  to  .luue  17,  IBM. 
Mn  Laiog,  Aug.  12,  1864,  to  Jane  17,  iMt. 
Aagsi  MeQilrray,  Aug.  10, 1864,  to  Joao  17, 186ft. 
J|MmI  K«(mt,  Aag.  18, 1864>  to  Jaaa  17, 1841. 

Company  F. 

f«ta  Vlyaa,  Aac.  M,  1884,  to  Jiia*  17, 18«ft. 


Aobttt  T.  B«rtiek,  Aug.  26,  1864,  to  Jose  17,  1865. 
amge  C.  H.  De«ta,  Amg.  28, 1884,  to  Jaae  17, 1888. 

?iaiuel  V.  Holbrook,  Aug.  28,  ISC  l.  •  «  'une  IT,  1886. 
Jtmea  Toole,  Aag.  26,  lad,  Ui  Judo  LV,  1865. 

Company  A'. 

WiUiMO  M.  StrachM,  tergt.,  Aug.  18,  1864,  to  Jan*  17,  1884 

FirU  BatUry  Utaty  Artillery,  Company  A. 
Mwia  J.  Lofiac  MIgt,  M.  28,  1862,  to  Feb.  27,  1865. 
Ge-.r^r  P.  Hutr.  rergt  ,  Feb.  26, 1862,  to  Feb,  27,  I8«6. 
CiuMltj  E.  Pratt,  rorp.,  Feb.  21,  1862,  to  Feb.  27,  1866. 
Henry  Baylev,  .lulv  1,  lSi)4,  lo  Juno  22,  1865. 
fivk  <Mior^,  Feb.  24,  1862,  to  Jul;  20, 1M2. 
nha  M.  Th»yer,  Feb.  19,  1862,  to  0«t.  2^  1688. 

Company  B. 

OdTla  T.  DTir,  StpA.  18, 185.(,  to  Jane  29, 1868« 

Jobn  Q.  FlA.  T>oc.  3,  1863,  to  Juno  39, 1885. 

Kdward  A.  Uble,  Oct.  29,  1862,  to  Joaa  29, 1886. 

Oeorge  B.  Jonei,  Get.  2:<,  I  sn.'.  to  JaM28»  1886. 

Chadw  H.  Loriag,  Ooi.  10,  1862. 

■fchwA  B.  HflOoiafck,  Jan.  IS,  1888,  to  Jaat  28;  U66. 

(htoi*  B.  BaadaO,  Aag.  7»  186^  to  Jaaa  28, 1886. 


Wilbert  F.  nolliinr,  Brr.  4,  1863,  to  June  29,  1865. 
William  H.  6auuiier«,  Oct.  26,  1862,  to  June  29,  1865. 
JaMk  C.  Snow,  Aug.  18,  1863,  to  June  29,  1865. 
BM^amia  1.  %fau,  Aag.  7,  1848,  to  Jaa*  29, 1865. 

FnaoU  Whito,  q.m.  eergt.,  Aug.  22,  1863,  to  Oot.  20,  1865. 
Wama  C.  HaoaBdd,  Aag.  8, 1888,  to  Jnno  29,  1865. 
Willinrn  !I.  McQuinn,  Aug.  18,  1862,  to  June  29,  1886. 
Samuel  K.  Wbitmanh,  April  22,  1863,  to  Oot.  29,  1866. 

Company  J). 

OhariM  Wak^  Jaaa  6^  1868. 

Ftnt  Cavnlry,  Oompa»y  H. 

Fetor  A.  Drollott,  Oct,  12,  1861,  to  Oct.  8,  1864. 
AWia  jMkaon,  Oot.  13,  1861,  to  Jan.  15,  1865. 

Company  K. 

WUltom  Al»aggM^Va^,a^pt.l«.  1  Ml,  to  Sept.  21, 1864. 

JaniM  B.  Prazier,  Not.  26,  1861,  to  Jaa.  4,  1866. 

Henry  A.  Uobart,  eergt.,  Kot.  26, 1861. 

Oaoii*  F.  Pnoliaaa,  Bmfi.  26, 1861,  to  8tp«.  26, 18M. 

Swond  OlMfry>  Compaiii/  F. 
Henry  W.  Oammona,  Jan.  2, 1865,  to  July  20,  1865. 
Goorge  F.  Thayer,  April  3,  1863,  to  April  1, 1866. 

Owaa  Vaz,  Ool.  9, 1888,  to  Jaly  t,  18*4. 

Third  Cavalry,  Cr.mpany  H. 

Bdwia  L.  QarUi.Mtft.,  I><  < .  ii ,  i  >'r:i,  to  Sopi.  38,  IMft. 

Ctimpany  D. 

Meliart  M.  flaabora,  sergt.,  Jaa.  39, 1864,  to  Sept.  28, 1886. 

Deo.  7,  1863,  to  Sept.  28,  IM6. 
Boeea  B.  Haydeo,  corp..  Poo.  31,  1863,  to  SepU  28,  1866. 
Willian  0.  BUI,  aaip..  Has.  6^  1868,  to  /aly  29, 1866. 
'  Jo»eph  W.  IlafT,  corp.,  March  II,  1664,  to  Sopt.  28,  1865. 
Charles  II.  Leonard,  corp.,  D«a.  21,  1863,  to  Sept.  28,  1865. 
Junathan  R.  dark,  Maokiailtb,  Baa.  81,  188^  to  Sapl.  28, 
1H65. 

Oeorge  V.  Citiek,  Dw.  6, 1863,  to  Si-pt.  38,  IMS. 

Bte|>hpn  W.  DinTf'iii,  J;iii.  1').  IM.  I,  lu  \\\f.  (lirntli, 

John  Ualpin,  Deo.  28,  1863,  to  Sept.  28,  1865. 
Ivaa  R.  BaraiOB.  Feb.  16,  1884,  to  flapt.  2^  1886. 

Philip  MoQuintT,  .Tnn,  S.  l^nt.  to  July  29,  186i. 
George  A.  Mow.  r,  Feb.  y.  1801,  t.>  Sept.  2S,  1865. 
Jamec  >y'-,it,  Di.  .  in,  1H6:^,  h>  Svpt.  28,  1865. 
Oharlea  S.  It»jr«r,  Fab.  15,  1864,  to  Aug.  19, 1866. 

Company  E. 
Jamoi  Riley,  Sept.  20,  1882. 

Oayaiytf. 
PUiUk  Danlaj,  Bov.  1, 1882,  to  Umj  28,  IMS. 

Company  I. 

Boyal  fiolcbor,  Aug.  5,  1863,  to  May  20, 1M6. 
3mm  Bmltb,  Aug.  5, 1M2,  to  May  20, 1M6. 

John  T.  Ayree,  eergt..  Aug.  «,  1^02.  to  Oct.  19.  l-r,l. 
TUaolhy  Camo,  corp.,  Aug.  6, 1862 ;  tnatferrod  to  Vet.  Rea. 
Corp*. 

John  O.  Ingraham,  corp.,  Aug.  6,  1862,  to  Mi^reh  1,  15n3. 
Jonathan  S.  Paine,  corp.,  Aug.  6,  1862  ;  tciuinfurruil  la  Vet. 
Urn.  Corpa. 

WOttam  A.  Siabap,  boglar,  A«g.  6>  1662;  to  ilaj  SO,  1886. 
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Edwnrtl  K.  PutU'D,  taddler,  Aug.  6,  18112,  to  Xor.  16»U04. 

John  F.  Albc«,  Feb.  29,  1864,  to  June  22,  1864. 

Edward  Banuon,  Aag.  6,  I8fi2,  to  May  21, 1M5. 

John  Bftny,  Aug.  6,  18(52,  to  Sept.  28,  HAS. 

Lewis  J>.  Bat«<,  Aug.  6,  1862,  to  May  21,  1885. 

Leonard  BoIcIkt,  Au^.      isrij,  f  March  1,  1863. 

SUahft  S.  BoirdtUb,  Deo.  7,  1863,  to  Sept.  10, 1864. 

J»ei  B.  Barpae,  Au^.  9,  1892;  Inmiferrad  to  Tat.  Bm,  OorfM, 

Patrick  Cvihill.  T»<fc.  12,  to  July  5,  1885. 

Sicpfaen  Connor,  Aug.  6,         to  May  21,  186&. 

Obw4l«r  C«x,  Aug.  6,  IM2,  to  M&y  2t,  lilM. 

Umwi  F.  Cram,  Aug.  R,  1       to  JftB.  2S,  MM. 

William  L.  Cram,  Aug.  6,  18fi2. 

John  Craddnck.  Aug.  6.  18f>2,  (o  Umjtl,  IflAS. 

Birdaoy  Cortif,  Aug.  6, 1862. 

Chiulw  C.  Dsria,  Aag.  6,  iWi,  to  Jan.  SS,  ISM. 

jM0|>h  Deaotclle,  Aug.  0,  1862,  to  May  21,  186&, 

JoiiD  Flood,  Aug.  6,  1862,  to  M*y  21,  186d. 

OhftriM  E  Fogg,  Aug. «,  IMS,  to  Aug.  t,  IM». 

Tnilium  H.  French,  Aug.  C,  1862,  to  May  21,  186."). 

Thomas  C.  Gardner,  Aug.  6,  1802,  to  May  21,  1865. 

Pcler  T.  Godfrey,  Aug.  6,  1862. 

OUr«r  &.  Uarrington,  Aag.  6, 1862,  to  Uey  21, 1865. 

Aimott  B.  Ingnll*,  Dee.  21,  IMS;  tnuu.  to  Vet.  Bee.  Oorpa. 

George  A.  Joy,  Aup.  R,  l-f  ?,  U.  Aj.rit  17, 

Jemes  Kennedy,  Jan.  1,  1S6  i ;  traD«.  to  Vet.  Res.  Corp*. 

WilUem  a.  Leneh,  Aug. «,  1892,  to  Ang.  f,  18M. 

Freilerio  Mnrr,  Aug.  C,  1S62. 

Mrilliuin  P.  Martin,  Feb.  22,  18R4;  tr&n*.  tu  Vot.  Rea.  Corpa. 
Frank  McConcrly,  Aug.  6,  1862;  abeoat. 
Miohnel  MoMnrphy,  Ang.  t^,  1862. 
Win&m  W.  Mower,  Dee.  21,  1863. 
Albert  S.  N'  i-i.M,  A  i-.  6,  ISr,2,  to  May  21,  ISfli. 
]>aniel  W.  Xilef,  Aug.  6,  ti>62,  to  May  21,  li>6^. 
BhbimI  H.  Peine,  Ang.  6, 1892,  to  M»7  21, 1881. 
Charles  E.  Prntf,  An-  «,  !S62,  to  Nov.  1.%  l.SfiS. 
laaitc  Kaynionii,  Aii^;.  t>,  1S(}2,  to  May  21,  1865. 
OlirerSimnoBi,  Aug.  r>,  1.162,  to  Feb.  IS,  1863. 
<)uinq]r  8pngU4|,  Aug.  6,  1862,  to  Mnjr  21, 1866. 
Oeerge  H.  Stereni.  Dec.  21. 1862 ;  trani.  to  Vet.  Res.  Cmft, 
Ansel  P.  Th«v.  r,         i",  ISC2,  to  Sept.  I't,  1  >fl4. 
Kphraiia  F.  Thuyer,  Dec.  31,  18i>3,  to  Aug.  8, 
Tirrell,  Aug.  8, 1882,  to  Hey  21, 1886. 
Atricrleii?  V  Tirrell,  Aui{.  fi,  1S62,  to  Jan.  19,  1884, 
John  V.  Wild,  L>ec.  26,  li»6J,  to  April  8, 1S64. 
XImmum  8.  WllUsB^  Deo.  $,  1883;  tnne.  to  Vet  Ret.  Carfi, 

ftaqMNjr  Jf. 

teintt  O.  Bnnr,  Mfgt,  Dee.  IS,  1881,  to  April  8, 1864. 

Four  A  (Anally,  Cl»eyiiny  O, 
AM&  Jaekeon,  Jm.  8, 1884,  to  Jhi.  18, 1868. 

CenyMMf  P, 

WillUu  L.  Crem,  Juu  27, 1864,  to  Nov.  14,  lfl«f , 
Fifth  Ciumtrg. 

Jemea  M.  Cntttiig,  tM.  eucg.,  SepL  18, 1884,  to  Oct,  81, 18«S. 

ScrvHd  /«/«>ifry,  Compnny  G. 

Willinm  Foley,  May  26,  1861,  to  July  26,  1863. 
DoBDli  Morterty,  .M»y  2j,  1801,  to  April  1,  1862. 
William  Welili,  Mny  28, 1881,  to  Jan.  81, 1863. 

/r*M(A  litfantrjff  Ceet^njf  B, 
Joho  Baalej,  Jnaa  11, 1881. 


Cumpnxy  V, 

JobB  p.  Hnrphy,  Jnae  11,  1861,  to  June  21,  1864. 

Cornelius  Furly,  June  II,  1861,  to  July  1,  1862. 
Bitfiard  "Bvtfj,  Jnm  11, 1881,  to  Jma  21, 1864. 

CbMjMnjr  A 
Jehu  Fole/,  Aug.  21, 1888,  to  Juaa  14^  1884. 

''',,.My  ''"V  A'. 

Anthony  Colnmbu^  Aug.  21,  1863,  to  June  10,  1864. 

Eleventh  /n/iinlrtf^  C  '-npanif  B, 
Jobn  P.  Maloney,  sergt.,  June  l.i,  laOI. 
W  illi:iin  M.  Tirrell,  vergt.,  Juno  13,  18G1,  to  JwM  24,  1864. 
Jamea  Wilkie,  corp.,  June  13, 1861. 

Flrrrnth  Carulry,  Company  D, 
Owen  Uroeliah,  June  13,  1861,  to  Aug.  22,1861. 

Compani/  E.  % 

Fnoeis  llannont,  Aug.  14,  I86.'S,  to  July  14,  1865. 

Company  K. 
James  Barrett,  June  13,  1861. 
Thonee  H.  fieni,  Jane  13,  1861,  to  Oct.  22,  1862. 
Samnd  W.  BaviUe,  June  13,  1861,  to  Jane  24,  1864. 
Tbowna  Wilaon,  Ang.  12;  1888,  to  Jn^  14, 1866. 

7We0A  Cavalry,  Oamjuaai  0» 

Francin  W.  Kahle,  July  22,  1863,  to  March  6,  1884. 
Michiiel  Pri>hti>n,  July     It56l.  to  Dec.  31,  1862. 
Ephmim  F.  Thayer,  June  2«,  1861,  to  Fib.  28,  1863. 
John  4.  WbiUnarata,  June  26, 1861,  to  Sept.  18,  1862. 

Company  F. 

Christopher  P.  Tower,  June  26,  1861,  to  March  9,  1863. 

Cotupnuy  t\ 

Joeepb  P.  DkTfa,  Stm  28, 1881,  to  JoJ^  8^  1884. 

Compnny  U. 

Charles  A.  Pope,  sergt.,  Juuo  26,  1861,  to  Not.  30, 1868* 
Warren  Station,  July  17. 1863,  to  June  2h,  1864. 
JebB  4}.  A.  f  bajrer,  Jnae  26»  1861,  to  Jnly  8,  1864. 

TkwttMtk  Oawtrg,  Companjf  Q. 
Hliam  S.  Vha;«r,  Jnljr  11^  1881,  to  Ang.  1,  1864. 

A':eteenl8  Cbenlry,  Omapm^  I. 
WllHam  Cabiiinghsffl,  Ang.  80, 1881,  to  July  IS^  1888. 

Company  K. 

James  Bradley,  Jnly  2, 1861,  to  Jnly  27, 1884. 

Sevenlteutk  Vat  airy,  CViiri;.iti(^  E. 

Albert  T.  Pool,  Sept.  d,  1884,  to  June  30,  1865. 
John  F.  Fool,  Sept.  8,  1884,  to  Jnn  36, 1888. 

Jobn  NnTan,  Ang.  28, 1884,  to  Jnae  88,  1888. 

JPtfAteena  Cbawliy,  Oam§mii^  E. 
A»  W.  Helbnob,  Aag.  24, 1881,  to  OeL  26»  1888. 

(  XhMiM  Bnitfa,  Jr«  aoip.,  Aag.  24, 1861,  to  Ian. »,  1881. 
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ItaBMB  Cnsfard,  Aug.  S»  IMS,  to  J»a.  14, 1«M. 

Ouiet  CBrrigwi,  Sept.  2,         lo  June  30,  1865. 

Jmm  0«rrigu,  JbI]p  M,  tMl  j  touu.  to  Vat.  Rw.  Cbip*. 

liaul  D.  ChAse,  corp.,  Oct.  31,  ISflS,  to  Jane  30,  1845. 

Nwrai  P.  Aniold,  Oct.  29,  I$62,  to  Jane  30,  18«5. 

V.  Attgntaf  White,  Aug.  19,  ISAl ;  no  record  of  diaelMrge. 

7W«a<i<<A  Cacalrji,  Comjiau^  f\ 

Jtka  OtMdBMa,  Sept  4, 1t61,  to  SapC  %  IM4. 
QurlM  Holbnok,  D«e.  8, 1841,  to  OaL  1^  IMS. 

IJiMUUI  J.  Crow«tl,  earp.,  .^ug.  I'l,  1861,  Cu  I>c<.-.  13,  1M2. 

Tteruty-'tennti  Caralrj/,  Compattg  K. 
JHtidab  OiUtoo,  2d  corp.,  Oct.  I,  1861,  to  JoBV  tj,  1M3. 

Cumpanif  F. 

ChviM  L.  H9lbi«^  UI9     1MI»  to  Oot.  1M4. 
I4««r«  Bar,  Jnijr  Vt,  1M9,  to  OoL  M,  ISM. 

CoHi/tany  I. 

Qurlm  U.  Criekma/,  a«irp.,  S«pt.  ft,  to  Jnia  30,  1862. 
AkiHdvr  R.  Fogg,  Sept.  ^  IMl,  to  Juw  S7»  1861. 

7W«iqr>(AM  Cbiwlrjr,  dnnjKnqf  IT. 
QtoTs*  B.  JoBM,  8apL  U,  IMl,  to  Stpt.  8, 18«S. 

T'mm^'/oMrtk  Cavalry,  flhuyy  Jl. 
0«f]|t  WfalM^  B«pL  18»  IMl,  to  Dm.  18,  ISM. 

Cutapaaif 

Dwial  AovtiB  Thkjw,  July  29,  1862,  lo  Jan.  4,  1644. 

Company  G. 

liOring  N.  lUyden,  Nor.  15,  1861,  to  Jmn.  20,  1866.* 
Bdward  M.  French,  Nor.  1.1,  1861.  to  Ang.  4,  1803. 
W.  H«rtai  fUrnon,  Nov.  13, 1841,  to  April  30,  1843. 
AbrahuB  W.  HolMrt,  Jalj  S«,  184X. 

Tll.Ult,  T>lr.   5,    IS'.I,   lo  July    1:.,  I<r,-.. 

Otorge  N.  Tb»jrer,  Sepi.  16,  iHti),  to  Jan.  20,  1904. 

Compuajf  H, 

iamm  L.  CvrtI*,  July  20,  1862,  to  Jan.  38, 1848. 

Tmrnttg-ttetHlk  Oavahjf,  Company  J), 

JUna  O.  Haaly,  Jafy  »,  IMS,  to  SapU  tt,  1844. 

J'  hii  Connor.,  \  <s'i.  M.  l  -nn,  lu  ,)uly 
Amofl  A.  Loring,  Jan.  5,  MM,  to  hu  death. 

Company  C. 

Bmu7  Barton,  I»ee.  13,  1841,  to  Dec  19,  1844. 

Company  £), 

JAb.  Oaaaor,  Mift.,  Jm.  S,  1M4,  to  Aaf.  18, 1884. 
A4iMB.  Oocnrall,  J«ik  S.  I88S. 


rhiirl.'^  I'.r-iy.  Au^;.  H',  186.^,  to  .Sept.  15.  ISfi4. 
William  KeaveiY,  Aug.  12,         to  .lune  20,  184>. 

Company  /. 

Ykoua  Snlth,  Jan.  8,  IMS,  to  Sapb  38,  1M^ 

ikmpuMif  0. 

rh»rle«  Milter,  Aug.  12,  1865. 
Fraooii  Wion,  Dec.  1»,  IS6I. 

Cumpamy  J. 

FMdaria  SaoUli,  Aug.  11,  IBM. 
Pator  BiMia^  Aug.  14,  ISM. 

Ttcrnly-ninth  Ciiralry,  Company  A, 

Jobs  W.  Sweraay,  Ma?  21,  1861,  to  Aug.  28,  IMS. 

VompaHy  B. 

Ira  D.  Itryant,  May  14,  1S6I. 
Jame*  Fred,  May  i  I.  l^i'l. 

(l«»rge  ti.  Whiting,  oo  record  ;  now  drawt  a  pctuioa. 

Company  D. 

Joba  C»alqr»  Ang.  28, 1844,  to  July  28,  IBM, 
JsoiaaFlyan,  Aag.  18, 1844, 

Thirtitih  Citralry,  Company  F, 
SMSaat  F.  Uarrington,  Nov.  18,  LS6I,  to  July  5,  18M. 

Thirty-tint  dtfxJry,  C^mnrtntf  fT. 

EbcneterC.  Thnyer,  Jr.,  corp.,  Jan.  2y,  18(52,  to  ScpU30,  1844. 
John  W.  Dftrgan,  Jun.  2.1,  1H«2.  to  \o»-.  2",  1S64. 
WiUiaa  Kaybao,  J»n.  17,  l'>r>2,  u.  Feb.  14. 1844. 
J«ha  Baaai^  Fab.  6,  \s<i2,  u>  Nor.  l,  IMS. 

nirQf-ateoad  Caralry,  C^um/xtny  E. 

taring  W.  Thajar,  aargi.,  Daa.  S,  IMl,  to  Sejtt.  30, 1884. 

Norman  F.  Steala^  aargC,  Dae.  2,  IMl ;  2<l  licut. 
Jaioea  U.  Leonard,  corp.,  Deo.  3,  1861 ;  2d  lieut. 
Lw.nard  F.  Huff,  Dec.  2,  lM>i,  lo  Auj;.  2:i,  1SC2. 
Heaqr  T.  Wade,  Dm.  2,  ISOI,  to  July  2, 1043. 

C'lmpiiny  f, 

Ato  W.  BalbMak,  Jaa.  21. 1844,  to  Jraa  S8, 1M8. 

Cimpanjf  B, 
Jabn  Vblagr,  Ang.  21, 1843,  to  Jona  S8, 188S. 

C''tnpiiny  /. 

William  Dal«t]r,  Bu«ioian,  Aug.  II,  IS62,  to  Jono  28,  1843. 
Anibony  Colanbiii.  Ang.  2^  1843,  to  bladwtb. 

CbmjMNy  L. 

Char!.    I..  TI  .Ibrook,  July  'i^,  HO  t,  to  June  2'J,  18M. 
Edward  Hull,  July  17,  Is'Oa,  to  Juno  29,  1905. 

Thirty-third  Cavalry,  Company  K, 
Edgar  L.  Banpui,  wrgt.,  Ang.  4»  1842,  to  May  15,  1844. 

Martin  Branley,  Aug.  8,  1.H62,  to  Nov.  24,  ISi!!'. 

X.  lloraoc  Cain,  Aug.  8,  1862,  to  July  7, 

Witllan  Mntligan,  Aug.  8,  1843,  to  June  11, 1846. 

John  W.  W.  Kowell,  Aug.  S.  ISf..',  to  !»<•<•.  28,  IS4S. 

Jauea  N.  Tower,  Aug.  8,  IdOi,  to  June  11,  lt^65. 

Ratbaalai  A.  Wblto,  Ang.  8, 1882}  traaa.  to  Vat.  R««,  Owpi. 

WUIIam  D.  lyaai,  Ang.  18, 188S,  to  April  28^  I88S. 
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Company  //, 

John  DttvU,  Aug.  10, 1862,  to  Aog.  23, 1'^m. 

Albertfi.  WiKIer,  corp.,  Aug.  11,  1S62  ;  Iraaa.  to  Vol.  Rob.  Corps. 
D«ni'-I  W.  TiQan,  Aug.  8,  1862,  to  kii  dratli. 
Saib  DcMi,  Aug.  8,  1862,  to  Jan.  27, 1863. 

Thirty-eighth  Caralry,  Company  /. 

Edward  FrMl,  Aug.  21,  1862,  to  Feb.  U,  ISfl.-i. 

John  V.  Hunt,  Aa(.  21, 1M2,  to  Joaa  M,  18fi5. 

James  W.  Thajrer,  Aug.  21,  1862;  tram  to  VeL  Ku.  Owpt. 

Stephen  Thal  er,  Auj{.  21,  1862,  to  June  30,  1885* 

Camptinji  K, 

Hinitii  P.  Abbott,  corp.,  Ang.  20,  1862,  to  June  30,  1865. 
Hear/  U.  Shedd,  Aug.  20,  1882,  to  OeC  24.  1883. 
Own-jie  H.  Bryant,  Aug.  30, 1882.  to  Mnrab  24,  IMS. 
WarrPD  K.  Dnltnti,  Ant;.  'Jn,  I.'*iV2,  t<.  .Tune  :10,  IgW. 
Cbarlei  David,  Aug.  20.  1862,  to  Feb.  13.  1863. 
Idwaid  DtfU,  Aoff.  20, 1882,  to  Jna*  14,  IMS. 
Bolaii  Smridf  Avf  ^  IMS;,  to  JvM  9%  1886. 

Thirty-ninth  Prirthy.  Company  0, 

JftmM  Bannon,  SepU  2,  1862,  to  April  12,  188&. 
W«mii  fltalwa,  Jnljr  IT,  lfl«S»  to  Kajr  18»  18e». 

John  Pmtni,  flcpt.  2, 1M3;  to  Jn.  28, 18M. 

Fortieth  Cantrjf,  Cotnpany  F. 

MiohMl  M«H«rpli]r,  Sept.  S,  1N2,  to  Hnroh  24. 1863. 

Company  It. 

Daniel  F.  Leonard,  Sept.  1,  1862  ;  trana.  to  Vet.  Ke«.  Corpe. 
Fi/ty-tiith  Cavalrg,  Compang  E, 

Mlohaal  P.  Foley,  Jra.  12, 18M,  to  July  12, 18M. 

Fifiy-€igUk  Ckwalrj/,  Company  Jt, 
J«M|>li  Jmktai,  Minh  1, 18N,  to  July  M»  IMS. 

Jogitth  H.  Hunt,  Oct.  31,  1862;  tran«.  to  Vet.  Re».  Corp*. 
N.  Warren  Ponaiman,  Oct.  13.  1862,  t..  .July  25,  1864. 

I'cteran  liftrrr  Corpt. 

WXOuti  BnOor,  Sept.  S,  1M4. 

Pntri.^k  r;illi.bivn,  May  16,  1884. 
Bamejr  Fcenojr,  May  16, 1884. 
Potor  Hnteluioak,  May  17,  1884. 
Edward  Kellogg,  May  17,  1884. 
Jetbro  Lynch,  May  16,  1884. 
JmmB.  Nowm,  Mnj  11, 1884. 

Cuiltd  St  ilm  H'-'/'l'inn. 

AUwrt  F.  Wood,  April  11,  1  ^«  Mo  AprU  11,  1864. 

Mmiiriitu*. 

Abijah  Allen,  Deo.  22,  1863,  to  Moy  $1, 1888. 
Hiram  A.  Kr.-noli,  I).-.  22,  186.1,  to  Mnv  31,  1>G5. 
Sugeae  D.  Daaieli,  Deo.  22,  1863,  to  May  31,  186&. 
Luther  Hi^diB,  Oct.  28^  1M4,  to  Jam  IS,  18W. 
Fninrls  W.  llolbrook,  Jftn.  1,  inr.l,  to  May  ^I,  IMS. 
Jaoob     Lord,  Oct.  26,  1»»4,  to  June  13,  lt<6i>. 
JToMthu  Th»jw,  Jr.,  Oct  M,  1884,  to  JoM  IS,  1881. 

AomMfrA  h^mh^  (<MbN4). 
JohB  Bdl,  Jm.  si,  ism. 


Heventieth  iV«w  KorJt  Infantry. 

lAtri  Bunker,  Jsno  20,  1801,  to  Joae  18, 1883. 
Kdward  8.  Banket,  J«^  IS,  1M1,  toSopt  11,  USS. 
Alfna  B.  Fwk«r,  Jnly  15. 1861.  to  May  b,  1889. 

Ttrmly. fifth  Xfir  YurJ:  /nfnutrf, 
Thoina«  Smith,  Miiy  13,  18CI,  tu  June,  1862. 

Third  Maryland  Infantry. 

John  Finegu,  FobmBiy,  ISM^  to  Xorali  12,  ISM. 

AEODIO  A.  Dower.  Fpbnmry.  1862. 

Tttelfth  Vermont  [•if<intnf. 

Bci^auiiD  F.  Arnold,  Get.  4,  1862.  to  Ueo.  29,  1884. 
NolUB  AnoU,  Oet.  IS,  1S02;  to  Jnno  IS,  1SS4. 

Tbe  Moiriag  enlisted  b  unlcDown 


Tit. : 

Wiliifini  S.  Adam*. 

Lewis  V.  Ifubberd. 

William  C.  Bright. 

John  W.  I.iingley. 

Symmes  0.  Rukor. 

Boranrd  .MoOi  vem. 

Jmb«  DooIoj. 

Gwwso  £.  NeiioB. 

HiohMl  DoTOB. 

John  (VNeil. 

Eilwanl  Dovle. 

John  Sitiith. 

Daniel  U.  Ellie. 

Cbarlee  £.  Smith. 

John  Froel. 

WUUmi  Taylor. 

Janie«  Flynn. 

Edwijnl  TiWon. 

Patrick  Glanoy. 

Wiiltam  Towniscud. 

Jnmtf  T.  Uodhoy. 

Peter  Whitmarsh. 

John  Uanlon. 

WUUMt  0.  Wri^t. 

Albert  Howord,  Jr. 

The  following  enlUtdd  in  the  navy,  viz. 


Michael  I't'DDey. 
Duncan  Crawford. 
Royal  J.  Freenuut. 
Qoorge  How*. 
Ihomaa  J.  Harlln. 


Oeorge  A.  ila^  uiond. 
William  H.  Spear. 
Glinrlo*  Smith. 
PnnI  Hn4tlk 
WiUiMB  H.  Mnttbnn. 


Besides  these  there  weie  thirty-fbnr  who  were 
strangers,  nomc  of  whom  weM  MS^gped  by  the  Stete 
as  the  qaota  of  the  town. 

NeaiM  ef  thoM  who  fell  on  the  ftdd  or  fteai 
wounds  ne«i?ed  in  battle : 


Elieha  Paine  QoodnoW. 
GooTfo  Froderie  Thejir. 
Owen  Poz. 

John  T.  Ay  re.''. 

Edward  Ererett  PatUo. 
AbmI  PonntnMB  Thn|Por. 

John  FrAnriii  Wild, 
(iurrott  Ucorjjc  Barry. 
Al  viti  Jaekson. 
Curitetiiie  Furf/, 
Tbomas  John  Cmwoll. 


Alozanidor  B.  Fogg. 
JorwBinh  IMtoo  (Sd). 
lAwreneo  MeLonfhllB. 

T.'iring  Wintbrop  Thl^W. 
Henry  T.  Wade. 
Bdffor  Lewis  B«ni|MM. 

Edward  DsvjJ. 

Ebenuer  Coddington  Thuycr, 

Jr. 

ThMiM  Bnith. 
AKMBnwMMpHktr. 
NoImo  AnoUL 


Charles  Bow/  Crl«ltniay. 

Those  who  died  in  prison  or  from  the  eflisels  of 
prison  life  were : 

William  Biggins.  Jamos  Bmnn. 

Ohatlos  Qisy.  Bmgamtn  Vnaklln  AiMH. 

From  diseise: 

Silas  Biancgr  Crnno.  EUsba  Strong  Bowditch. 

John  Fordlnnnd  Albm.  William  Sanftrd  Leaob. 
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Fnasls  W.  lUbl*. 
Daatol  Atutia  Tbajar. 

WilUam  M»rtiD  Hurmoin. 
Amo»  Alkins  Loring. 
tetntwd  9.  Bttir. 

Antbooy  Colainbns, 
T.  noriM^  Cain. 
Daniel  W.  DmB. 


Hanry  Witutow  Dmii. 
Jobn  FlMgSB. 
Lavi  Btiokvr. 
SdWkrd  S.  BuDkar. 
Paul  NmIdII. 
Stepbtn  V>.  Dawson. 
Penoia  Moriartjr. 
J«bB  OOBBOr*. 


The  womeo  of  the  town  d«flmc  honorable  men- 
tion. Thf'v  wiilributed  to  ihc  no.- 1-  of  the  soldiers 
mch  ariici^  as  bedding,  clothing,  lint,  b»ndagee,  «ud 
dflSMcifls  of  diet  is  far  u  trai  within  their  means. 
An  iHnatnition  of  the  ipirit  of  moie  of  th«  womnn  in 
ninng  fiinds  fur  these  purpowa  of  mercy  'vf  worth 
pre«*rvincr.  Otn'  summer,  when  money  was  hard  to 
get,  a  tuwiismaD  jocosely  ufiereU,  without  thinking 
hi»  proposal  wontd  be  accepted,  to  give  the  ladies  a 
load  of  hay,  lyio^  in  the  wet  meadows,  if  they  would 
carry  it  away.  They  promptly  accepted  the  gift,  and 
several  of  the  ynnnper  wotnen  went  into  the  fields, 
luadeil  the  hay,  hud  it  properly  weighed,  and  duly 
deposited  in  the  bam  of  a  pvrehsser,  nod  oonvertcd 
the  piooeeds  into  stockings,  draweis,  and  shirts  fbr 
the  men  at  tin  front. 

For  the  most  of  the  above  statistios  I  aoi  indebted 
to  the  labored  researches  of  the  Rev.  George  A. 
Thayer,  a  native  of  Braiotree,  an  offlcer  in  the  army, 
and  who  now  resides  at  Ciocinoati,  Ohio. 

As  an  outgrowth  of  the  war,  soon  aft^r  its*  rUw 
the  fioldiens  of  the  United  S^tates  army  formed  an 
organisation  whioh  they  called  "  The  Grand  Army  of 
the  BepnUie."  A  branch  was  formed  Jane  4, 1869, 

and  named  Gen.  Sylvanus  Thayer  Post,  No.  87,  De- 
partmrnt  of  Mn«'^achu>»e1ts.  It  wa«  organized  by 
Gen.  JamcH  i^.  Bates,  asisii^tvd  by  (JapU  Charles  W. 
HasUn^  The  charter  memberH  were  Cspt  James 
T.  Sievtn-^.  George  D.  Willis,  Franci.s  W.  Iloibrook, 
Joseph  E,  Holbrouk,  Robi  rt  P.  Bestiek,  Lacian  M. 
Thayer,  Mareu-  A.  Perkins,  John  K.  Carmichacl, 
William  A.  Dagget,  and  £dward  S.  Dean.  They  now 
nnmber  sixty-three  comrades.  They  have  strewed 
with  flowers  the  ^ravca  of  thmr  departed  oomrades  nu 
Memorial  Day  each  year  since  thi-ir  organization. 
Nine  of  their  comrades  they  have  borne  to  the  &iluut 
tomb  and  perfennod  om  diolr  graves  the  usasl  ser- 
vice. They  have  expended  for  the  relief  of  tfadr 
members  the  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
two  dnllirs  and  thirty-five  cents.  Tli.  y  held  their 
meetings  for  some  time  in  Holbrook  Biock,  until  it^i 
dcstmetwo  by  6re  in  June,  1882,  when  they  lost 
nearly  all  their  property.  But  though  smsll  in  nam* 
bcrs,  they.  Ly  the  aid  of  their  tnivnsmen,  have  fur 
oished  a  fine  ball  in  Roeeufeld'ii  block,  which  they 


occupy  at  present.  If  has  been  bcautiluiiy  det  oraitHl, 
mainly  through  the  labor  and  taste  of  Comrade  Thomas 
B.  Stoddard,  who  deserves  this  notice.  The  Pist 
Commanders  are  Jsmes  T.  Stevens,  James  T.  BeaUd^ , 

George  D.  Willis,  Abijah  Allen,  Henry  A.  Monk, 
K'lwin  L.  Curti.s,  William  L.  G»f.'c.  Thonia.^  Fallon. 
Marcus  A.  I'crkina  has  served  as  i^uartermaster 
nearly  Ifteen  years. 

Early  in  the  year  1865  a  meeting  of  the  oitiseos  of 
the  town  w.i''  Ik'I<!  in  the  town  hall  to  devise  measures 
to  secure  the  erection  of  a  suitable  memorial  to  the 
soldier:)  from  the  town  who  died  or  wore  killed  in 
servioe.  They  dedded  to  hold  a  fiur,  and  were  joined 
by  tbe  ladies  to  further  the  object.  From  the  fair 
and  a  musical  entertainment  alN)Ut  fourteen  huTtrlrcd 
dolUrs  were  realized.  By  the  will  of  Mr.  Harvey 
Whites  legacy  wxs  given  iQWMdathe  accomplbhment 
of  tbe  same  pnrpose.  The  town  in  its  corporste  ob|Wp 
city  contributed  the  remainder  of  the  necessary  sum 
for  its  completion.  The  town  .wlectrd,  in  1867,  a 
committal  consisting  of  Messrs.  F.  A.  iiuban,  Asa 
French,  Horeee  Abererombie,  Levi  W.  Hobart,  B.  W. 
Arnold,  Jason  G.  Howard,  Edward  Avery,  Alva 
Morrisun,  and  Edward  Potter,  to  procure  plans  and 
estimuto.s  fur  some  memorial.  June  27,  1873,  the 
town  voted  "  that  the  soldiers'  monument  oommtttee 
be  inatraeted  to  erect  upon  some  portion  of  the  town- 
land,  near  the  town  house,  a  statue  cut  in  granite, 
afti'f  n  mnrlf!  i^nbinitti"!  by  Mc-j'rs.  Battcrson  &  Can- 
held,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  a  pedestal  designed  by 
H.  &  J.  B.  Billinge,  architects  of  Boston,  at  a  oost 
not  exoeeding  five  thonsand  dollars  above  the  foun- 
dation." 

Ja.son  G.  Hnwanl  ami  ivlvvar  i  I'otlcr  having  re- 
moved from  the  town,  James  T.  Stevens  and  William 
M.  Bicherde  were  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies.  AI- 
vcrdo  Mason,  MarCHS  A.  Perkins,  Charles  W.  Procter, 
and  Al'ijah  .\llcn  were  nl->  added  to  ilie  >..tumittee> 
Under  the  above  vote  the  monument  was  erected. 

The  statue  is  u  fuU-siaed  model  of  a  soldier,  stand- 
ing  with  bis  mnslcet  in  position  o(  reil,  and  is  cat 
from  We.-*terly  pranite.  Tbe  inscriptions  placed  upon 
tlic  j  t  ii  .>t:il  ;Ui\  upon  the  front,  '•  The  town  of 
Bruiutrec  builds  this  muuumeut  iu  grateful  remem- 
brance of  the  brave  men  whose  names  it  bean  \'  aUo, 
**  1874."  Upon  the  revene  this  simple  insertption, 
"  Dying  they  triumphed."  Upon  the  north  and  south 
sides  are  the  names  of  those  of  the  quota  of  Brain- 
tree  who  died  or  wero  killed  iu  the  service ;  also 
« 1861"  at  the  top  and  **  1865"  beneath,  denoting  the 
duration  uf  the  war. 

The  funds  placed  ;it  tin  ili-piml  of  the  committee 
were:  citisens'  fund  and  iutureat,  $233^^.19;  town 
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nppriirrlniions,  8^'!f'>'2R.n7 ;  Hnrvey  White'-'  h-^'acy, 
8500.UU:  total,  f646ti.2G.  On  the  17th  of  June, 
1874,  this  inouumeDt  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
earwDOoies.  Thtn  let  it  itand  till  time  aliall  be  no 
more,  as  a  record  that  shall  tell  future  generations  of 
t!tf  !(r:iV(Ty  and  hcrtjism  of  our  pitiren  siildi.  rs  in 
deieuse  of  the  union  of  the  »Statca  which  was  founded 
by  ou  lithen,  kitttttttiiied  by  «ur  brotiien,  and  which , 
we  troflt,  will  be  tnwsaiitted  to  the  bteit  generetioii. 

MifOellaneottB. — Bisidcs  the  be<|ue8ts  to  the  town 
hi^fnrpniffntifmed,  ,Tf)«iah  French,  a  ntitivc  of  the  town, 
and  one  who  had  been  honored  by  the  town  in  electing 
him  to  aome  of  the  most  important  offices,  left,  aa  de- 
scribed in  his  will,  the  foHowiog  property,  viz. :  "  I 
•z'wi'  arifl  ili'viso  to  the  town  nf  Bniintrce',  5n  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  Commonwealth  of  Majwachusetts, 
a  certain  piece  of  mowing  and  tillage  laud  lying  and 
aitnate  in  aaid  Braiutree,  oonlalninf  fire  aeraa,  more 
or  less,  and  bounded  :i>  follnws .  easterly  on  Washinj*- 
ton  Street,  northerly  un  lami  of  Capt.  Ralph  AniuKl. 
southerly  on  town  land,  and  westerly  on  land  of  Peter 
Dyer.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  «aid  town 
of  Bndatree  forever,  to  be  vaed  and  oeeupied  by  the 
said  town  as  a  common  or  common  field  for  companies 
and  huilffin^s  for  town  or  public  bu.Viness,  but  no  pri- 
vate dwellinji-houHes  or  buildings  whatever  to  bo 
placed  OD  aaid  premiaea,  bat  to  be  forever  Freoch'e 
OOmmoo,  except  the  wood  I  pivi;  my  wife."  This 
will  was  dated  Miir.  h  IS  to,  and  probated  Feb.  11, 
1851.  After  a  vexatious  law-suit,  the  town  obtained 
posaessioD  of  the  property.  It  is  situated  in  the  geo- 
graphical oeotre  of  the  town,  and  upon  it,  in  1858, 
was  built  a  large  and  commodious  housed',  which  ii 
used  for  town  hull,  high-school  ronni,  iui>l  fur  v;irif)U<^ 
town  porpoeea.  It  has  cost  the  town  tor  building 
improvemeBta  npwarda  of  twen^  thotuand  dollara, 
and  b  a  oredit  to  the  town.  The  remdning  portion 
of  the  land  is  used  as  a  play  ground  for  the  youth, 
there  beinir  on  thf  west  side  a  fine  grove.  .Tnsinh 
FreDcb,  the  donor,  died  Jan.  1,  1851,  aged  about 
fleveoty'fbar  yean.  Long  may  hia  memory  be  eher- 
iahed  and  his  gifl  apprcciute<l. 

From  the  incurpor?itinri  ut'  the  town  to  1730  the 
town-meetinjis  were  held  in  the  nieetiug-house  of  th? 
North  Trecinct ;  from  1730  till  1750,  in  the  same 
place  and  the  neetinf-hooae  of  the  MkMIo  Precinet 
alternately  ;  from  1750  to  1830,  in  Middle  Preeinct 
meetiiiL'^-h(in->'.  Tht^  (own  hall  erected  on  the  c<>rnf>r 
of  Washintrtou  and  Union  Streets  was  first  occupied 
as  a  place  for  the  meetings  of  the  town  on  March  1, 
1830.  It  waa  occupied  until  1858,  when  it  waa  aold 
to  private  parties,  who  removed  it  to  Taylor  Street, 
and  remodeled  it  into  two  dwelliog-housea. 


Thayer  Pnblic  Library. — At  a  special  town- 
meeting  held  May  16,  1870,  the  following  commuDi- 
cation  from  Gen.  Sylvanns  Thayer  was  received  and 
read  by  Aaa  Freneb,  Bsq. : 

"  To  TRR  Cmicm  op  tor  Toww  op  BiiAfirniCR: 

"  ficnf!'-!'"-!! , — To  e^liibli'li  a  U  if  pulili  '  liln  .iry  in  tlii"  towr  ,  I 
propow  to  er«ct  a  firoproof  building,  i«uitabl«  for  tbe  purpoie, 
towRiida  tb«  oait  of  wbicii  th«  town  almll  ooatribnto'  tlw  turn  «f 
It'll  thr^uMtud  (lollkm,  the  amount  needed  to  conipleto  the  baild- 
lij  bo  p.iid  by  inc.  And  I  will  tosn  to  th«  town  the  »)iid  som 
of  t«n  thousand  dollurei,  fur  «tich  tiiiio  »s  it  shall  re<)uire  it,  to 
oomplj  with  iliiH  ofTer,  »t  »ix  per  ocnt.  intcrul.  Upon  tboac* 
eoptanotof  thi>  (<r>>|i'i<«iiion  by  tbe  town.  I  wtll  (five  th*  ftirtber 

sum  iif  ten  thiiii^iUiit  il'>lUu<,  :i«  ii  |i<  riri.iiii'lit   i'lUlii.  tin-  lnv-iiiii>' 

uf  which  shall  nuoukll^  be  devoted  to  the  mniDtennncc  of  Mid 
libmrjr.  SbottM  lb*  town  Ubo  fbvorabto  aelioa  npon  tbia  Bat* 

trr,  T  "hall  bp  hnppy  tf  .Mjiirci-  with  a  e<imuitt««  with  nfmaco 
to  iho  imniodiata  consumiiiiir  ir>ii  of  the  projeoi. 

Ill* 

"  Rc*peetrullj,  S.  +  Thavcr. 

"Bn^iNTHBE,  .M»j-  IB,  ISrO." 

At  the  <»nme  meeting  this  prnpn«^i{ion  was  almoet 
unanimously  accepted,  the  town  appropriating  the  sum 
named,  and  a  eommittee  appointed  to  ooofer  with 
Chm.  Thayer,  with  full  authority  to  aot  lor  the  town 
in  locating  said  library  building  and  in  carrying  out 
the  plan  covered  by  this  proposition.  Asa  French. 
Edward  Averj-,  Francis  A.  tlobart,  Alva  Morritiou, 
and  Charlea  H.  Dow  were  chosen  aaid  committee. 

Oct.  27,  1870,  a  meeting  of  the  town  was  culled  to 
see  if  the  town  would  rescind  the  uhuve  vote,  Imt  after 
a  thorough  discii'^sion  it  was  decided  not  to  re.>*cjnd,  by 
a  vote  of  two  hundred  and  oiDeteen  fur  rescinding  and 
three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  opposed.  At  tbe 
aame  meeting  Warren  Mansfield,  Jo»eph  A.  Arnold, 
and  Jacob  S.  Pyor  were  added  to  the  library  com- 
mittee. This  action  waa  taken  in  consequence  of  a 
disagreement  of  the  atiaena  wbevo  the  library  building 
abouM  be  located. 

April  7,  1873,  the  committee  reported  to  the  town 
that  the  plans  for  the  building  had  been  carefully  pre- 
pared under  the  penwnal  superviaioo  of  the  donor, 
although  the  building  had  not  beeQCommenoed  at  hia 
deoeaae.  Tbe  exeontora  of  hia  will  reoogniied  the 
validity  of  the  contract,  and  set  apart  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollar^  to  bo  applied  for  the  erection 
of  said  building.  They  also  reported  that  a  lot  of 
land  had  been  purchaaed  by  aobaeriptien  and  pre- 
sented to  the  town  as  a  hite  for  the  building.  This 
I.ind  joined  the  land  given  tho  fnwn  by  Josiah 
Freiu-h.  They  further  reported  that  tbe  contract  for 
the  erection  of  the  building  had  been  eteented,  aod 
that  it  would  be  completed  the  coming  aeaaon.  Aaa 
French,  Francis  A.  Hobart,  and  Henry  A.  Johnson 
were  appointed  trustees  on  the  part  of  Gen.  Thayer's 
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«atate,  Md  Natbaaiel  H.  Hant  and  N.  F.  T.  Hajden 
mtt  oImmd  by  the  towa. 

The  library  Wtt  c^mi«d  to  tbe  pabKo  Sept.  1, 1874, 

and  is  kept  open  a  portion  of  each  day  in  the  week, 
except  uu  the  Sabbath.  It  coDtaios  at  the  preaent 
tine  ( 1 884 )  dx  tboamd  Ave  bandrad  and  tbtrtj  vol* 
nmea,  and  baa  vpoD  its  books    bomwoco  tbe  nanMt 

of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  persons. 
Bp?if!ps  the  crift"  ni<»ntioned,  it  has  been  the  recipient 
of  about  five  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  books  from  E. 
Andenon  HolKogswortb,  aad  also  s  Isiigs  noinber  of 
valuable  and  beautiful  reference  books  fiotn  Jonathan 
French,  of  Boston,  whose  father  was  a  native  of  the 
town.  Miss  Abbie  M.  Arnold  is  the  librarian.  8he 
hss  held  the  situatioD  siace  the  opening,  and  gives 
geoent  sstisflMitioD. 

Puritan  Lodge,  No.  179.  I.  0.  of  0.  F.,  wssorgsn- 
iied  April  11,  1877,  ami  nnmborH  abont  wrpnty 
meiubera.    They  hold  their  tueetiogs  iu  Odd-Fellows'  i 
HsH  in  the  sondi  rillsgs. 

Brain  tree  Lodge,  No.  1494,  Kntgihts  of  Honor, 
nuoibering  about  sixty,  was  orL'ani  '-  1  !'>1;,  26,1779, 
and  holds  its  meetings  in  Graud  Army  Hall 

Iu  closiog  these  sketches,  permit  me  to  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  the  Rej^stera  of  Probate  and  , 
Deeds  for  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  dmnti-s,  to  .lohn 
W;irJ  D.-in.  Esq  ,  Librarian  of  the  New  EnulanJ 
Historic- Genealogical  Society,  and  to  the  aged  citizens 
of  tbe  town,  for  information  which  has  enabled  me  to 
give  ao  many  facts  in  tbe  hiatory  of  onr  (own. 


BIUCIKAPIIICAI4  SKETCHES. 


CALEB  STETSON. 

Caleb  Stetson  was  born  in  Braintrce,  Mass.,  Jau. 
6, 1801.  He  wsa  tbe  eldest  of  tbe  throe  aons  of ' 
Amos  StetM  i).  He  received  the  best  education  the 
ponntryat  tliat  time  ati^  rJeil,  .spenditiu*  f'ix  months  at 
school  and  the  remaining  six  playing  or  working  on 
the  farm.  He  was  offered  a  collegiate  education  by 
*bb  father,  who  bad  sprospsioas  business,  but  he  de- 
clined it,  his  spirit  of  enterprise  being  mono  active 
than  his  Iftve  nf  study.  In  1815  hi"  was  son f  to  a 
private  school,  with  a  view  to  the  study  of  law,  fur 
whisb  profssaioa  he  bed  a  growing  taste,  and  which  ] 
be  would  have  honored  had  he  completed  bis  stndiss.  | 

TTis  father  was  three  or  fmr  times  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  town  of  liraintree  in  the  Legislature  of  Ma.s- 
aachu^ctts,  and  wan  one  of  the  selectmen  and  aAsea-  1 
son  of  Bisinliee  fbr  many  years.  In  tbe  war  of ' 


I  1812  he  was  major  of  tbe  State  militia,  aud  was  or* 
I  dend  oat  ibr  servies,  in  1813,  for  oosst  defenss. 

After  two  years'  application  to  the  study  of  law  Ca* 
leb  Stetson  abandoneH  the  professinn  and  bcpan  to 
i  assist  hia  father  io  his  i^torc.    His  aptitude  for  bosi- 
!  nem  soon  beeane  cun-npicuoits  io  the  management  of 
I  hb  ftther's  afflurs,  whidi  be  oondneted  with  great 
success  for  five  years.    At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he 
married  Susannah,  diutrhtorof  the  late  Deacon  Hnnt, 
of  Weymouth,  a  moat  estimable  lady,  by  whom  ho 
bad  sis  diildren. 

Mr.  Stetson  selected  for  Ium  business  the  manufao> 
tiire  of  biMitti  and  slines.  His  father  furnished  him 
a  capital  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  he  went  to 
work,  this  being  all  tbe  aid  he  received  from  any  one. 
Adding  indostfy  and  good  jni^ment  to  bis  small 
fund,  be  oondneted  a  inrosperaas  businen  in  Brsinlise 
for  years. 

In  1826  he  became  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of 
Freemssonry,  becoming  a  member  of  Orphans'  Hope 
Lodge  in  Weymouth.  During  tbe  anU'Hasonio  ex- 
citement which  followed  the  reported  death  of  Wil- 
liam Morirnri.of  New  York.  Mr.  Stetson  found  him- 
self 80  unpleasantly  situated  in  Bruintree  that  he 
remotred  to  Boston,  when,  though  anti-Nasoury 
prevailed  to  some  extent,  it  wss  ftr  h«  sggremive 
(lian  in  the  e<ninlry  towns.  He  eventunllv  nrquired 
great  wealth  in  the  shoe  business,  and  extended  his 
operations  into  other  brauches  of  industry.  Uis  ao- 
tive  labon  have  eorered  more  than  half  a  eeatury  of 
time.  He  has  passed  through  four  or  five  severe 
financial  revulsions  in  trade, — say,  ISL'C  1S36-37, 
1817-49,  1857-61, — and  what  is  very  remarkable, 
he  baa  bad  no  oecasion  to  aslc  any  renewal  or  ex- 
tension of  bis  liabilities  for  a  single  day  during  his 
whole  life, — a  prosperous  busines-s  period  of  over 
forty  y  nrs.  All  cirrectcash  bills  have  been  instantly 
paid  on  prcseulatiun.  Iu  1842  Mr.  Steti>ou  was 
eteoted  a  director  in  tbe  Shoe  and  Leather  Dealers* 
Bank,  in  Boston,  and  in  1657  he  was  made  president. 
This  (>Si<  t'  hv  lield  ten  years,  with  great  distinetion  to 
himself  and  great  protlt  to  the  bunk. 

Although  Mr.  Stetson  was  an  observing  and  unde- 
riating  Demoerat,  of  unquestionable  courage  and  pa- 
triotism, he  was  no  politician  in  the  low  sense  of  that 
word.  He  was  no  office-.sccker.  In  181^5  he  aud  his 
wife  became  members  of  ilev.  Dr.  Adama'  church, 
Boston.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1803,  be 
liecame  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Cbureb.  In 
18.'>2  he  was  elected  a  representutive  to  the  Qeneral 
Ct)urt  from  Braintree,  and  wn-?  made  chairman  of  the 
Uuu&e  Committee  on  Bauks  aud  Bunking.  Tbe  bill 
eatabliahing  a  Board  of  State  Banic  Commiasioneta 
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mm  prepared  bj  bim.   Id  1854  be  was  nomionted  j  w  m  emnple  of  legittmaM  auooeas  wortby  to  be  fiil- 

by  the  Democratic  Slate  Conventiun  an  the  cnndidate  ;  lowed  by  yoang  men,  buLfow  «bo  Ike  to  the  ripe  age 
for  Lieutenant  (Jovprnor  of  Ma-sni  liu-i  tt-.  TJn  sutin  i-f  fourscore  year?  !iave  a  more  comnictidahle  r^^  <>r-l 
year  he  was  elected  a  pre^ideutial  elector  ou  the  Demo-  than  Caltib  Slct.->on,  of  Braialree.  Ili^  uame  will  be 
emtio  tidceL  This  honor  he  deoUned,  end  after  that !  an  enduriog  honor)  both  to  bis  native  town  sndeoun* 
date  be  accepted  no  nominations  whaterer  for  politieal  try. 

oflSco.  I  ■  •  — 

Hid  tirst  appearance  as  a  puWic  writer  was  in  1835. 
The  late  Hon.  Ainasa  Walker  published  a  aeries  of  ELLIS  A.  HOLLINOSWORTfl. 

aitiolea  advocattng  eztensioDS  of  the  credit  syetem  to  EUis  A.  HoUin^worth,  son  of  Mark  and  WattatiU 
tixt  eight,  and  ten  months  to  Southern  and  Western  (Tileston)  Hollingsworth,  was  born  in  Miltoo,  Mass., 
pua'hase».    These  were  answered  by  Mr.  Stetson  with    March  6.  His  grandfather,  Amor  Hollings- 

much  ability.  The  general  crash  of  18:^7  proved  his  worth,  was  born  ou  tlie  old  family  homestead  in 
wisdom  and  foresight.  In  ISiiti  be  wrote  several  |  Chester  Couuty,  Pa.,  held  by  a  deed  given  from 
articles  in  favor  of  the  sub-tronsary.  Tbe  many  fail- 1  Wilitam  Penn,  and  rendered  historic  by  being  the 
urea  of  banks  turned  his  attention  to  the  sulgeot  of  place  whereon  the  memorable  battle  of  Brandy  wine 
bankinc:,  :ui<l  hc  n[i].oscd  the  further  i."4«uc  of  currency  ,  was  fought  bctwt  i  n  thi^  forces  niuli  r  Lord  IIow.^  and 
under  the  general  »yatem  then  «»tablitihed.  He  coo-  Gen.  Washington.  The  family  were  originally 
ddeirad  that  the  banks  were  nnsafe  nnder  the  gennral  ,  Quakers,  who  came  to  America  with  William  Peon, 
laws  of  Massacbnsetts,  as  it  tended  to  encounge  their  |  — probably  from  Cheater  County,  Bngbmd. 
increase  without  real  capital.  He  advised  the  safety-  Amor  afterwards  moved  to  Diilaware,  where  his 
fund  sv-ti  til,  which  was  afterwards  adopted  in  New  sou  Mark  was  born.  Mark  received  a  ppoH  com- 
York  and  Massachusetts  in  1854.  i  mou-school  education,  and,  after  having  served  his 

In  1854  he  published  a  pamphlet,  over  the  signa-  |  time  at  paper-making,  he  immcdiatdy  Started  Ibr 
(ure  of  "  Silex,"  of  about  one  hundred  pages,  giving  Boston  to  pee  Bunker  Hill  sad  Long  Wharf.  This 
a  history  of  mining  and  ilu- {irohublL- iffi  Li  which  the  trip  decided  his  future  career.  N  it  returning,  he 
discovery  of  gold  would  iiave  on  the  future  value  of  engaged  with  Hugh  Mclj«au,  manufatinrcr  of  paper 
property.  To  this  was  appended  some  twelve  or  fif-  j  at  Milton  Upper  Milb,  now  called  Maitapau,  and 
teen  leUers,  written  and  published  in  the  B«^on  said  to  be  one  of  the  oldest  estaUbhmoits  of  the 
TrawUer  in  the  winter  of  18.'i'>.  Icind  in  America,  a  company  having  obtained  from 

On  Mr.  Stetson's  return  from  Em >>{)€,  he  visited  the  General  Court,  nliout  t'l  ■  -it  172^.  the  exclo- 
Calit'ornia.  While  at  Sau  Francisco  he  was  so  ill  that  I  .sive  privilege  of  making  |m|>er  for  the  term  of  ten 
it  was  only  with  great  difienl^  that  he  could  he  years,  upon  condition  that  they  should  make,  nfker 
brought  home,  and  fbr  four  years  there  was  hardly  a  tbe  third  year,  five  hundred  reams  per  year  for  eaeh 
hope  of  his  recovery  ;  hut  by  skillful  medical  attend-  succeeding  year  of  the  remaining  ten,  OttS  haodr«d 
ance  and  good  tnirsing  he  was  rt-.stored  almoitt  to  his  and  fifty  reams  of  which  were  to  he  writin<r-paper, 
original  vigor  and  iicalth.  To  ci«cape  the  severity  of  j  and  a  tiue  of  twenty  shillings  was  imposed  upon  every 
Northern  winton  he  has  spent  them  for  several  years  ream  made  by  any  one  else.  After  McLean's  death, 
at  the  South,  having  purchased  a  plantation  of  fiveor  Mark  Hollingsworth,  in  1809,  purchased  tlic«e  mills, 
f\x  hundred  acres  in  Georgia.  and,  associating  himself  with  Edmund  Tileston,  his 

In  r<'ply  to  an  inquiry  made  by  a  friend  how  it  had  ;  brother-in-law,  under  the  tirm-tille  of  Tileston  Hi,  Hol- 
been  pofc»ibIu  for  him  to  accomplish  so  much  iu  his  ,  lingsworth,  established  the  busiocsa  of  paper-manu- 
life,  he  replied,  "  The  last  forty  years  of  my  life,  I  fscturing,  which  has  eonUnued  from  that  tine  uotil 
have  risen  out  of  my  bed,  when  well,  at  four  a.m.,  and  the  pittsent  in  the  same  families  and  under  the  same 
havt'  iliiiiu  a*i  my  ('nrro<«j'CitiHcnco  ami  writtoti  all  uiti  firm  uame,  the  eldest  of  each  ireneralion  succeed* 
clcs  fur  the  press  or  otherwise  from  lour  to  seven  A.M.  iiig,  without  an  exception,  to  the  busioe^.  Mark 
before  eating  or  drinking  anything.  It  is  now  five  >  Hollingsworth  wa^  a  Quaker,  and  was  cbancterinsd 
the  day  of  our  forefatkem*  landing,  and  I  am  by  the  attributes  of  his  people,  a  quiet,  positive,  ru- 
nearly  scveuty-eight  years  of  age."  fleciive  man,  and  a  hater  of  sbams.    He  possessed 

For  practical  common  sciisf  nnA  industry  ;  for  much  mwhanicn!  inironuity,  and  by  hif  tact  and  in- 
fit«rliug  integrity  and  cons-if  leucy  ol  practice  iu  bar-  du.stry  acquired  a  competency  which  made  him  for  hia 
ttony  with  the  profeasion  of  principle ;  for  his  noble  own  time  wealthy.  He  died  b  March,  1865.  Bllit 
and  genwoos  sympathies  as  a  friend  and  eitiien,  and  '  Andenon  was  the  youngest  son  of  n  fiunily  of  eight 
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attaining  iiMtiirity,  vis. :  Le«Dd«r  M.,  Amor,  Jobo 

Mark,  George,  Lymao,  Blaria  H.  (Mrs.  E.  K.  Cor- 
nell), Cornelia  W.  (Mrs.  W.  Biib«oelc),  and  EUb 

Anderf^on. 

WheD  jouiij;,  Kills  Autiersou,  owing  to  precarious 
bflalth,  mm  placed  witb  a  progrcaaive  and  loieatifie 
ftnner  of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  wlioni  lie 
rfmnin^d  until  lie  had  obtained  a  thorou2;h  knowl- 
edge of  ajpricullurc,  l>otb  thoorctically  and  practicallj, 
and  for  whieb  be  ever  nfter  manifested  a  fondneas  io 
tbe  application  of  bis  knowledgie  to  tb«  oare  of  a  fkrm 
of  own.  He  married  Snaan  J.,  only  daugiiter  of 
Rufus  and  Sa^anua  Sunmor,  a  cousin  nf  tlie  Hon. 
Cliarles  Sumner.  Their  children  are  Sumner  and 
EUia.  In  1849,  under  tbe  atiinaknt  of  the  gold 
ezeitenient,  be  went  to  Galifomia,  and  after  a  aojoum 
of  a  year  or  more  he  rotunied  to  Maj5puehiisctfs,  an.l 
in  1851  took  pn<«;ession  of  his  father's  mills  at  Sinitli 
Braintrec,  Mark  Hollingsworlh  having  purciiaited  the 
old  Bevere  Copper  Works  at  Soatb  Braiatne,  and 
there  established  a  paper  nannfaietoiy. 

One  of  iIk'  must  fortunate  di^covrrtes  of  modern 
times  was  the  inveiuioD  at  this  mill  in  1843  of  ma- 
mlla  paper,  the  produotion  oF  wbieb  has  become  so 
fahiable  in  every  biraneb  of  indoatry.  Ellis  Anderson 
continued  tbe  manufacture  of  this  paper,  and  after- 
wards in  a^ociation  with  Leonard  Whitn'-y,  .Jr.,  of 
Watertown,  under  the  firm-name  of  UoUingsworth 
k  Wbitnev,  they  oomneoeed  tbe  UMlctng  of  tbdr 
paper  into  bags  by  machinery.  Tbe  enorooos  in- 
crease of  bu-iii.  >s  neeossitated  the  construction  and 
purthase  ot  new  milb.  wliich  wore  accdrdinply  erected 
in  WatcrtowD,  Mass.,  and  in  Gardiner,  Me.  The  Po- 
qnonoek  mill  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  purchased,  and 
partnershipa  were  fcrmed  witli  large  manufacturers 
hoth  in  Baltimore  and  in  I'liiiadcljiliin.  Mr.  E.  .\. 
Uolltugsworth  showed  a  wonderful  adaptability  to  the 
dataib  of  bnsioeBB,  and  possessing  a  clear  eompre* 
bension  of  tbe  meebantoal  prooeasea,  throngb  bis 
care,  economy,  and  ability  tbe  business  not  oriy  as- 
Mmed  larpe  proportions,  but  was  put  upon  a  sulid 
financial  basifi.  Ho  wa3  io  many  respects  a  most 
tenarbable  man.  He  did  nothing  upon  the  impulse 
of  the  moment,  bat  gave  eaob  sntject  the  most  care- 
ful thoujj;ht  and  consideration.  Apparently  of  vifj<»r- 
ous  health,  he  wns  yet  fnr  years  a  'zront  gufferer,  but 
posse^d  of  wondetlul  ph^»ical  endurance  he  trans- 
acted bosincas  day  after  day  when  others  wonld  have 
withdrawn  flrom  tbe  task.  Calmly,  patiently,  and 
withnnt  complaint,  he  was  a  ppr^'Minl  f^xomplifieation 
of  the  motto  inscribed  upon  ilie  Holling^wortb  coat 
of  arms,  "Disee  ferenda  pati"  (Learn  to  suffer  what 
most  be  endund).   Ahbongb  thus  besTily  euffrossed 


io  bis  immense  business,  bis  mind  took  eogoisanoe  of 

other  more  scientific  and  literary  pursuits.    A  student 

of  th<"  J..i(ntiif  iif  Sjircnl'ilivr  I'hilonopliy,  of  which 
was  amoni;  tin-  tirst  «ub«CTih<»r',  ho  was  accus- 
tomed to  remark  ihul  hxn  acumen,  in^i^^hi,  and  suecesa 
was  Isrgely  tbe  resnh  of  his  philcaophiGal  researabes. 
A  lover  of  the  beautiful  in  natars,  he  would  point 
out  what  would  be  .tb«rnrr  to  a  common  f>bHf>rvf»r. 
He  took  an  interest  in  collecting;  mincrab  and  shells, 
and  a  faodfal  delight  in  gatherinj^  grosses,  of  wblsh 
he  bad  namhered  nearly  five  hundred  varieties.  In 
reference  to  his  last  vi><it  to  his  Gardiner  mills,  a 
friend  writ' s,  "  We  met  him,  on  the  north  side  nf  the 
Cobbosseo,  gathering  feros  and  grasses ;  we  little 
thought  then  that  thb  was  the  last  time  we  were  to 
see  him.'*  Mr.  HolHngsworth  was  a  Unitarian  in  his 
religious  views,  although  by  no  means  bigoted  or 
secUirian,  and  a  R«'pub)ican  in  politics.  H<»  wns  ex- 
tremely uncuuveutionai,  and  by  his  lack  of  ostentation 
and  dispby  showed  tbe  spirit  of  bis  Quaker  ancestry. 
His  kind  hi  art  and  sound  judgment  ^mvc  liim  an 
intorc^t  in  all  good  and  jirogressivc  wcrks.  of  which 
he  was  also  a  generous  coolributur.  Although  bis 
fellow-townsmen  honored  lum  witb  the  prendeMty  of 
tbe  Braintrec  Savings-Bank,  be  would  not  oonsent  to 
other  offiwi  of  public  trust.  Of  a  retiring  nature, 
lii>  bad  comparatively  small  acquaintanceship  with  his 
feliow-citisens;  but  it  arose  rather  from  ill  health, 
and  from  his  quiet,  uoobtmsive  manner,  than  from 
any  pride  of  po.<«iUon  or  lack  of  geniality.  With 
intimate  friends  he  was  ever  social  and  c>>mmuui- 
cativc.  Original  and  keen-witted,  he  would  give 
cxprestvion  to  his  thoughts  with  a  elcarncss  and  purity 
of  language  that  gave  htm  few  eqoals.  A  quick 
oKscrver  the  comic  io  life,  and  possessing  a  great 
fund  (if  i|iii'-t  liuinur,  \w  cuild  trll  a  Mtnry  '■n  humor- 
ously as  to  draw  tears  with  laughter.  IndcpcDdeot, 
self-reliant,  aod  tenadous  of  purpose,  he  was  CTcr  in 
social  and  fitmily  relations  oompanionable,  loving, 
and  tender. 

SiiKxrely  beloved  and  deeply  lamented  by  the 
commuDity  at  large,  a  wide  circle  of  ba<;iDe3s  friends, 
and  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  ho  passed  this 
Jan.  6, 1882. 


THK  MORRISON  FAMILY. 

The  Morrison  Family  originated  io  the  ishmd  of 
Lewis  on  the  west  oooat  of  Scotland,  from  Scandinavian 

stfirk.  There  are  ninny  ways  nf  -pr-llinu'  tli'-  rtanic, 
hut  from  about  1800  .Morrison  has  bwn  generally  ac- 
cepted. It  is  Gaelic,  from  Moor's  son,  signifying  re- 
nown, ftmous,  a  mighty  one.   Thdr  heraldic  orest  is 
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three  Mfjiirs'  hea<l»,  pointing  oUtrly  to  their  origin. 
The  chief  of  the  dun  Morrison  was  a  fuIlt  ofLtwis  for 
many  generations,  and  many  instanooi  of  their  prow- 
MS,  mecbaDical  skill,  and  humor  may  be  cited.    "  The  , 
record  of  thii  remarkable  ftmilj  ia  ooo  oP  tbrUUog  | 
interest,  and  an  air  of  VOIIWtloa  still  lingers  about 
the  descendantif  of  tlio  Brieve  of  Lcwia.    In  various 
walks  of  life,  in  peaceful  scenes,  in  f  oreign  climes,  they  ' 
are  as  celebrated  us  were  their  aucestoni  in  the  feuds 
and  bloodj  draaua  of  tbe  pwt.  In  th«  fields  of  dia-  ^ 
oorery,  Id  polidos,  in  the  conflicts  of  arni.^,  iti  ituaioeaa 
and  mercantile  life,  their  histuiy  ia  ooe  of  prograaa, 
and  their  record  one  of  honor." 

JoUN  MoRBISON,  bum  in  Scotland,  cuutity  of 
Aberdeen,  1628,  was  one  of  tbe  first  aettlen  of  Loo«  | 
doadenj,  N.  H.,  previous  to  which  he  aasiBted  in  de- 
fending Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  its  memorable  siege  of 
1688-89.  lie  and  his  family  were  amnn<r  the  niimhtr 
driven  beneath  the  walls,  and  subsequently  admitted 
into  tbe  oity,  remaining  there  until  its  relief.  He  re-  | 
moved  to  America  in  1720  with  a  young  family.  His 
sons  Jam«»fl  and  John,  who  liad  pn'r.dcd  him  to  the 
New  World,  deeded  him  on  ChristuKis,  17--5,  a  tract  of 
land,  now  situate  in  Derry,  N.  H.,  where,  ou  Jan.  li^, 
1736,  being  near  bis  eitd,  and  "  very  aiok  and  weak  in  | 
body,  but  of  perfect  mind  and  meniorvj"  he  made  his 
last  will  and  testament,  and  shortly  thereafter  died  at  | 
the  reputed  niieof  one  hundred  ,ind  eight  years.  Hip 
sou  James  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  and  one  of  tboae  to  wbom 
its  charter  was  given,  from  wbicb  he  is  ktiuwn  as 
"  Charter  James  Morri.'^on.  '  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  the  town,  and  the  hind  then  "  laid  out"  in 
I72S  is  now  owued  by  his  great-great-graudsoD.  He 

waa  prominent  in  town  affitirs,  and  select  man  in  1725. 
By  hie  wife,  Mary  Wallace,  who  died  in  Irdand,behad 

two  sons,  Halhert  and  Samuel.    He  died  about  1756.  , 
Samuel,  born  iu  Ireland  in  17M4.  tame  to  liondon 
derry  with  hia  father  in  ITIB,  u  lad  of  fifteen,  and 
shared  the  hardships  of  tbe  new  aettlenent.   He  was  I 
deeded  a  farm  which  was  aderwarda  set  off  into  | 
Windham,  .still  owned  in  the  Morrison  name  and  with 
unchant'efl  boundariei.     He  wn.<»  moderator  of  the 
first  town-meeting  held  in  Windham  in  17-42,  and 
prevded  atfifty-one  conseeutive  meetings.    He  was  a  j 
member  of  tbe  first  board  of  selectmen^  acting  in  this 
capacity  at  different  times  for  seven  years.    He  was 
town  clerk  frnir  yi  ar".     He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  , 
Frcncli  and  Indian  war,  and  was  present  at  the  cap- 
ture of  Lottisbarg,  July  26,  1758>    He  married 
Martha,  daughter  of  Samud  Allison,  of  Londonderry, 
born  March  31,  1720.    Phe  wa^the  first  female  child  . 
of  European  parents^  bora  in  that  town.   Their  son  ' 


Robert  lived  all  his  life  iu  Windham»N.  H. ;  was  bom 

Feb.  0.  1758,  and  was  n  farmer.  He  bad  tWoTTe 
children,  among  them  Jra  and  Alva. 

From  the  "  History  of  the  Morrison  Family'  we 
extract  tbe  following  graphic  sketch  : 

"Hon.  Alva  Morrison  [John  (1),  James  i  i. 
Lieut.  Samuel  (3),  Robert  :  4  '  ]  was  born  at  Wind- 
ham, N.  I!.,  May  13,  11*00.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  nearly  two  years  old.  From  that  time  until 
he  was  twenty  yean  of  age  hu  life  waa  paased  quietly 
at  home  with  his  inodier.    He  rcoeiTed  whatever 

edueation  the  di>;iric-t  school  was  able  to  irive.  and 
worked  at  fiiriniiej.  From  hh  earliest  years  lie  ex- 
hibited that  spirit  uf  industry  which  led  to  hisfaucceas 
in  after-life.  In  the  spring  of 1 826,  desiring  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  some  business  other  than  farmings  be 

left  his  boyhood's  liome  and  went  to  Stontihton, 
Mass.,  where  his  hrother  Leonard  was  at  work  in  a 
woolen-factory.  He  worked  at  the  same  place,  but 
the  proprietor  soon  beooming  insolvent,  he  went  to 
Canton  and  obtained  a  mtnation  io  a  woolen-factory 
in  that  town.  Here  he  remained  only  until  the 
faetory  at  ."^titu^'hton  )<tart-cd  ui;ain  under  the  eontro! 
of  a  new  owner,  when  he  returned  to  his  former  situ- 
ation. It  was  while  in  Slougbton  that  be  married, 
July  1 1.  1R30,  Mira,  only  daughter  of  Col.  Consider 
Southworth,  of  that  town,  i  See  his  biofrmphy  in 
St<)u;:hton  history.)  >he  was  born  Nov.  3,1810.  He 
remained  in  the  same  factory  until  May,  1831,  when  be 

moved  to  BniDtiee,  which  waa  ever  after  his  home. 

Having'  aeqaired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  bum- 

ne.«s,  he,  in  company  with  his  brother  Tiennard,  com- 
tueticed  the  manufacture  of  woolen  pjods.  Tiioy 
soon  sustained  a  high  reputation,  as  the  good;^  made 

by  them  were  tbe  best  in  the  market.  They  remained 
in  company  five  years,  when  they  dissolved  partner- 

ship.  Alva  continued  the  business  at  Bniintree,  and 
Leonard  started  anew  at  Salem.  N.  II.  By  close 
attention  to  business  and  blrict  integrity  they  accumu- 
hted  wealth.  He  remmned  in  bnsineas  until  1871, 
when  he  retired  and  was  succeeded  l>y  hi'^  sons,  who 
still  maintain  the  high  reputation  he  established  ia 
1831.  He  wa.<<  several  times  chosen  as  representa- 
tive and  senator,  and  was  the  recipient  of  other  im- 
portant trusts  from  his  fclkyw-townsmen,  who  relied 
impKintly  upon  hi.s  high  integrity  and  intelligence. 
He  was  a  large-hearted,  whole  sonled  man.  In  bb 
private  as  well  a.s  public  life  he  was  lii;.dily  esteemed 
tor  great  energy  of  character  and  strength  of  purpose. 
The  wealth  whioh  he  aeenmulated  he  made  generoua 
use  of  in  public  and  private  beoevolenee.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  honor  and  »ucces.<»  of  his 
oountry.    He  was  a  man  of  much  reading ;  be  loved 
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lad  appraablfld  the  bat  book*  of  Eo^^  litentnn. 
In  tlie  iDtervab  of  bnriiiew  be  was  giTcn  to  stadj 

books  of  science  and  tlieology,  and  npon  these  sub- 
jecto  formed  independent  and  proffrcsgive.  though 
thorougbly  reverent  opinions.  Religion  was  with 
him  a  pnetifld  thing  for  every-daj  use,  and  hia  sense 
<^  dii^  toward  his  feUov-maa  and  God  waa  the 
highest.  He  was  very  domest  ic  in  bis  taster,  and  foond 
his  proatest  enjoyment  in  his  home.  Iti  roturn  for 
his  great  love  of  bis  family,  he  found  them  ever  ready 
to  bertow  on  him  the  wermeet  albetion  and  sympa- 
thj.  He  died  Hay  28, 1879."  The  bnsinees  estab- 
lished by  Alva  and  Leonard  Morrison  in  1831,  and 
continued  for  n  few  years,  wa.s  making  satinets.  Mr. 
Morrison  abandoned  thia  in  1837  and  began  to  make 
woolen  yaroi.  He  made  good  goods  and  established 
a  first-daes  reputation.  During  all  finaneial  rarefses 
Mr.  Morrison  p  ii  1  every  dollar  of  every  obligation, 
and  never  askt-d  an  extension.  Stront;  in  his  sense 
of  justice  and  the  principles  of  univert>al  right,  be 
waa  among  the  fint  to  join  die  antindavery  move- 
neat.  In  those  days  that  mesat  almost  sooibI  ostra* 
dam,  and  in  thasa  days  we  can  little  eoooeive  the 
oonrage  required  to  maintain  those  principles.  lie 
was  a  member  of  the  secret  society  organised  to  aid 
esoiq»ed  slaves,  and  his  name  was  plaeed  at  the  head 
4^  the  Free-Soil  tieket  for  yean.  Fnm  1856  he 
supported  the  Republican  party  until  Orant's  second 
administration,  when,  with  (^harli  s  Sumner,  Wendell 
Phillips,  and  others,  he  abandoned  it.  A  man  of 
OBusnal  powers  and  naefnlness,  a  dtisen  of  oommaad- 
ing  presanee  and  aeknowledged  btegrity,  the  whole 
eooUMinity  felt  a  lo$s  when  Alva  Morrison  passed 
away.  His  ehildren  were  M.  Lurett,  Alva  S.,  Mary 
C.  (deceased).  E.  Adelaide,  iiobert  Elmer,  Augu.s- 
tOB  M.  (deceased),  and  Ibmbim. 

Alva  S.  MoBBi80if,soiiof  AIvaandMiraCSonth- 
worth^  Morrison,  was  bom  Nov.  9, 183.'»,  in  Braintree. 
Att4'nded  common  and  private  schools,  whirh  attend- 
ance was  supplemented  by  two  years  passed  ia  Coo- 
Ibffenoe  Seminary,  at  Nortbfidd,  N.  fi.  He  raedved 
m  tiioroaghly  piaetioal  bndneas  edneation  in  his 
fisther's  mills,  workinu:  in  every  department,  and  when 
old  enough  was  placed  in  charire  of  the  finaneinl  in- 
terests, and  was  admitted  partner  in  April,  185t>. 
Wnm  that  time  Mr.  Morrison  has  attended  persondly 
to  the  development  of  the  bonnem,  and  nnder  hb 
<»refol  management  it  has  grown  slowly  and  steadily. 
Previou.s  to  1856  the  firm  had  been  "  A.  Morri.mm  & 
Co.,"  Horace  Abercrombie,  bis  son-in-law,  beini;  a 
partner.  An  inerssae  of  business  demanded  a  larger 
1  more  eommodiona  building,  and  in  1856  the  prss> 
eveeted  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  old 


bnildbg.  When  B.  iUmer  beoame  of  age,  in  1864,  he 
was  admitted  partner,  and  Mr.  Abererombie  retired, 

and  the  firm  became  "  A.  Morrison  &  Sons."  In 
1H72,  Ibrahim  wa.s  admitted  i\»  partner,  and  the  firm 
became  "  A.  S.  Morrison  &  Bros."  The  brothers 
have  worked  together  harmonionaly,  need  good  mate> 
risl,  given  good  work,  maiotMned  the  high  rapntatioii 
previotisly  established,  and  Morri.^on's  yarns  and  un- 
derwear are  standard  among  dealers  throu}:hniit  New 
England.  The  excessive  demand  fur  their  goods 
neoesdtated  another  large  building  in  1874,  dnee 
whieh  Ume  their  badness  has  doubled.  During  the 
Rebellion  "  Alva  Morrison  &  Co."  for  four  years  man- 
ufactured hosiery  and  underwear,  and  in  1879  this 
firm's  successors  introduced  the  manufacture  of 
**  grate'  ftshioned  underwear,"  whieh  department  is 
a  very  prominent  one  m  thdr  bodneas.  "  A  S.  Mer> 
rison  A  ft(Oa."  have  ever  kept  ahreast  of  thi;  progress 
of  improvement,  and  availed  itirnisi  lve.s  of  each  new 
advance  in  maobiuury  or  otherwise  to  secure  for  their 
manufketory  the  best  poanble  result  Thdr  apadd> 
ties  are  yams  fbr  maauliMturiog  purposes,  knitting 
yarns,  and  the  underwear  spoken  of.  Their  trade- 
mark is  the  family  coat-of-arins  with  the  three 
Moors'  heads.  Alva  S.  has  steadily  and  earnestly  de- 
voted himsdf  to  budnem,  and  has  preferred  thia  to 
meddling  with  pnblie  aflairs,  but  has  served  on  sohool 
committee  seven  yesrs,  and,  believing  in  the  princi- 
ples of  economy  and  equality  enuneiafed  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  he  is  active  in  support  of  Democracy,  and 
ss  a  Oemootat  was  deeted  lo  repressnt  his  diitriet  in 
1883.  He  has  been  twice  married,  fint,  Nov.  9, 
1857,  to  Blisabeth  A.,  danghterof  Ira  and  Klizabeth 
W.  Curtis,  of  Weymouth.  She  died  Jan.  1.  1874. 
Their  surviving  children  are  Anna  G.,  Walter  E., 
Fred.  O.,  and  Mira  1.   He  married,  second,  Rebecon 

H.  ,  daughter  of  Edward  Holyoke,  of  Mariboro,  June 

I. 3,  1875.  By  this  marriage  he  has  one  daughter, 
.\liee  Souihworth.  For  the  l.ist  quarter  r)|"a  century 
Mr.  Morrison  has  been  one  of  the  represent utive  and 
soeemiful  mannfiietnrers  of  Brdntree,  and  hw  sueosas 
has  been  worthily  won  by  hb  skill,  attention,  and  ap> 
plication  in  hb  chosen  field  of  labor. 

Ira  Morrison.  [John  (1),  James  r2).  Lieut. 
Samuel  (Ji),  Robert  (4j,  In  {b}]  was  born  July  18, 
1798,  in  Windham,  N.  H.  He  was  first  a  hatter  and 
afterwarda  a  farmer,  and  settled  first  in  Hopkinton, 
N.  n  ,  next  in  Ripley.  Me.,  and  in  184.'»  he  moved  to 
Braintree,  Mass.,  ami  .sub.sequeutly  bought  a  farm  in 
Salem,  N.  U.,  where  be  resided  until  a  year  or  two 
previoaa  to  his  death,  whieh  oeonrred  in  Braintree, 
Hardi  10, 1870.  He  married  Sophk  Golby,  and  had 
four  ohildren,  among  them  Benjamin  Lyman.  Iim 
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'wns  a  quiet,  nnostentatiaus  per.-<OD.  "  His  life  wiM 
hh  be»t  Tiicmorial.  It  was  inarkcJ  !ty  uprii:li!ne&9, 
strong  love  tor  l»is  family  and  fricn  l-i,  warm  liospi- 
telUj  to  those  who  vuiusd  his  home,  deep  interest  in 
the  eawe  of  religion,  humhte  faopo  la  our  Dirine 
Lord,  and  t  death  whose  Rorrows  never  chec^ked  hin 
faith,  and  whose  Inippy  stir>inis-iiiri  I  fl  in  all  who 
loved  him  the  conbdeuce  that  when  ho  wa.s  absent 
from  (he  hody  he  was  preseot  with  the  Lord." 

BiNJAUrN  Ltmar  HoBSiaoN,  bod  of  Ira  and 
Sophia  (Colby)  MorrilOD,  was  born  in  Kipley,  Me., 
March  28,  1828.  Hpr<>Ofived  ilic  limifi  il  i^'lucalional 
advantages  of  a  farmer '.s  boy  at  the  common  schools, 
and  when  seventeen  came  to  Brointree,  and  went  to 
work  in  the  yam-mill  of  his  unole  Alva,  and,  with 
ilie  determination  to  make  manu&oiaring  hlB  Hfe- 
wnrk,  rt'muini'il  with  him  fwrh'?'  vpar",  thoroughly 
mast«riu<j;  every  branch  and  all  detaiis  ol'  the  business. 
During  this  period,  by  strict  economy,  be  bad  laid  up 
a  mnall  oapila),  and  after  a  fVnitlcea  tour  through  the 
West,  in  search  of  a  location  in  whieh  to  begin  busi- 
ne>:«,  he  retuni<»'l  to  M.'isfinchM!*ett?,  purchnsftl  a  dis- 
carded set  of  machinery  of  his  uncle,  and  established 
himself  to  an  oopreteDdiog  way  as  a  manufacturer  of 
woolen  yam  in  Stonghtoo,  Haas.,  in  company  with 
Asahel  Southworth.  Tliis  [artnershipeontinocd  eight- 
ccn  month*,  wIh'h  Mr.  Morrison  returned  to  Brain 
tree,  and  leased  a  mill  at  East  Braintree.  This  was 
about  1 860.  Remuining  there  foiur  years,  his  industry 
and  doee  personal  attention  being  wdl  rewarded,  he 
was  requested  by  Horace  Abercrombie,  who  owned  a 
flourini:-iiiill  not  far  away,  to  juin  him  in  partnership, 
and  make  of  his  property  a  iii.innfactory  of  yarn. 
Mr.  Morrisoo  accepted  this  {iroposition.  They  formed 
the  firm  of  "  Aberorombie  k  Morrison."  Within  a 
year's  time  Mr.  Morrison  purcha.>^ed  the  intere^lt  of 
Mr.  Abi'Tcroruhii*  in  tho  iniil.  and  rniidii>:-tiMl  bn-iri''>.« 
in  his  own  name  until  Jan.  1,  1881,  when  his  son 
Lyman  W.  became  a  partner.  The  firm-name  has 
ainoeheen  **  B.  L.  Morrison  &  Son.**  Sinee  1878  the 
machinery  lia^  K -imi  niii  by  .«tcam-  a.s  well  BS  water* 
power.  .Mr.  Morrison  ha.s  Ix  >  n  satisfied  with  a  sure 
and  safe  businos.«.  He  has  per>oually  given  !)is  at- 
tention to  each  department,  manufactured  a  liigh  >;rade 
of  goods,  and  has  been  prosperous.  He  married,  Nov. 
22,  18.')-).  Lydia  D., daughter  of  .N'  .tlrnii.-l  nod  Eliza- 
beth (HollLs)  Petuiiman.  who  belonged  fn  nn  ind 
Bniiiitrec  family.  Their  children  are  Lyman  W.  and 
Helen  M.  In  politico  Mr.  Morrison  is  Republican. 
He  was  chosen  a  representative  in  1872.  He  is  a 
member  of  Delt.i  Lodiic,  F.  and  A.  H^l.,  of  Weymouth, 
and  i.x  a  liberal  in  religion.  Mr.  Morri.>.on  is  a  man 
of  6tri^i  iut^^riiy,  genial  nature,  iodustrious  habits, 


and  one  whose  hntior  i.s  unquestioned,  and  whose  word 

h  AS  gaf>d  as  his  bond.    He  is  a  roan  of  kind  affec- 
tions and  feclinpi.    He  has  concientiously  b<  nn  f  iith- 
ful  to  his  trusts,  devoted  to  his  duticn,  and  a  sincere, 
f  generous,  and  true  friend. 


DAVID  THATBR,  A.II.,  H.D. 

David  Thayer,  A.M.,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  ia  a  native 

of  Braintree,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  July  19, 
I81.'i.  His  ancestfit*,  who  wer«  amon^;  tho  fir=t  set- 
tlers of  the  town  of  Braintree,  were  of  Puritan  stock, 
and  came  from  England  previous  to  1640,  in  the 
"  Hayllower,**  with  the  Pilgrims  who  landed  at  Plym- 
outh in  102U.  His  father  was  Deacon  Nathaniel 
Emmons  Thayer,  and  his  mother  Deliverance,  daugh- 
ter uf  DeacoQ  Elepbaa  Thayer,  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  who  served  under  Washington  at 
West  Point. 

Dr.  Thayer  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
iti  lhf»  common  school  of  his  native  town,  but  his 
active  mind  sought  a  wider  range  of  thought.  He 
early  showed  a  love  of  reading,  and  lost  no  opportantty 
of  inereasing  his  knowledge  in  this  way.  After  work- 
ing all  day  on  the  farm,  the  late  hours  of  the  night 
ortt  n  fiiiiiiJ  him  absurh.'d  in  study.  He  was  by  no 
means  a  book-worm.  He  loved  out-door  amusement, 
and  was  always  eager  to  join  his  comrade  in  their 
active  qiorts. 

There  is  a  French  saying  that  the  time  best  em* 
]iloyed  is  that  which  one  loses.   Its  truth  was  demon- 
strated in  the  cose  of  young  Thayer,  when,  in  common 
with  every  one  of  his  KhooUfellowa,  he  seemed  des- 
tined to  beoome  a  shoemaker.   Though  the  experi- 
ment proved  a  failure,  the  time  thus  loet  was  well 
<MupK>yed,  as  all  idea  of  his  ever  hpcoming  an  accom- 
plished artist  in  this  useful  branch  of  industry  was 
happily  abandoned,  and  he  was  allowed  to  seek  the 
highest  education  he  so  eugerly  desired.  He  became 
a  student  at  Weymouth  Academy,  and  in  18S3  he 
ent-'Tpd  l*liillip.>»'  Academy  at  Andover  to  fit  him^plf 
I  for  college.    It  was  here  that  be  gave  his  adherence 
1  to  the  cause  he  .^ervcd  in  later  years  with  unswerving 
i  faith  and  seal.  Ckorge  Tbompaoo,  the  noted  English 
anti-slavery  orat<jr,  lectured  in  Audover.  Tonng 
Tliav.  r  111'  ird  hiiu,  bocanic  convinced  of  the  crime  of 
slavery,  and  joined  with  a  number  of  his  fellow-sto- 
dcots  who  wished  to  form  an  anti-slavery  society. 
,  This  the  faculty  of  Phillips'  Academy  and  of  the 
j  theological  seminary  forbade.   To  join  the  anti  slavery 
I  society  already  formed  by  the  citizens,  and  to  discu«58 
'  the  slavery  question  in  the  Pbilomatheao  Society  in 
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tEe  Academy,  wu  also  forbidden.  Then  about  furtj 
of  the  stodeQts  levolted  and  aaked  for  thdr  eraden- 
tiila,  and  left  the  Aeademy  ia  a  body.  Among  tbem 
was  David  Thayer,  who  was  rwirlily  t/w  '-n  an  honor- 
able discharjie.  He  coinpleted  hif*  preparations  for 
college  at  Appletoo  Academy,  New  Ipswich,  N.  II., 
and  entered  Union  CoUeg*e  in  1836. 

During  hie  eoUege  courne  he  nhowed  a  preference 
for  modern  lantrtiairf^,  which  he  arfjuiro*]  with  facility, 
and  for  the  natural  8ciencc>i,  and  he  took  up  the  study 
of  medtciDe  under  Prof.  B.  F.  Joslin,  M.D.,  LL  D. 
At  this  tine  bis  inolittatioD  was  Ibr  a  life  of  travel 
and  ezploraUon,  and  a  knowledge  of  languages  and 
of  medicine  would,  he  thought,  he  v;ilii:ib!t»  nid-.  IL' 
graduated  in  1840,  then  i^tarted  uui  on  hi$  travels, 
going  to  the  South  and  Weiit.  Ue  remained  in  Kcn- 
Inekj  a  jme  or  two,  teaebing  and  eonUnning  his 
studio*.  The  illness  of  Ids  father  raoalled  him  to 
Bnuntree  in  1842. 

Wliik-  at  home  he  eitntinued  the.Htudy  of  medicine, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father  be  entered  the  mcd- 
ieal  departneDt  of  Hanrard  College,  bat  without 
any  intention  of  ever  booomiiig  a  pnotitioQer  of  med- 
icine. 

It  was  in  compitunce  with  the  earnest  desire  of  liis 
aotber,  after  the  death  of  his  father  in  the  same  ^  ear, 
that  he  abandoned  the  idea  of  foreign  travd,  and  de- 
cided to  enter  the  profession.  He  took  his  medical 
degree  in  1843  at  the  Berhahirs  Medical  Institnte, 
Pitt^eld.  Julaas. 

Dr.  Thayer  l^gan  the  practice  of  bia  profession 
is  Boston,  and  in  1844,  with  J.  E.  Nurdoek,  the 
eminent  eloootlonist,  he  establi.shed  the  Boston  (iym- 
iia«tic  Institnte,  a  srhno!  for  physical  education  and 
the  culture  of  the  vuicf.  It  soon  became  popular, 
and  vasa  well  patronized  by  the  bettt  people  of  Boston. 
It  waa  at  this  period  that  Dr.  Thayer  began  his  in- 
Tcsttgatioos  of  homoeopathy.  He  had  read  of  the 
new  nicthnd  of  practice,  and  he  now  hi'iruri  tn  nxp'-ri- 
njeot  witli  lioiinijopathic  remedies.  Tlierapeuiies  hml 
ever  been  his  favorite  field  in  medical  science,  and 
tntMf  out  the  secret  rehtUoos  between  diseases  and 
their  remedied  posaesses  for  him  a  peculiar  fascination. 
In  1845  he  began  tn  treat  cn«es  of  diarrliu'u  wiiti  a 
drug  homopopatiiirally  prepared  Tho  n  suli  was  a 
cure  in  all  the  ihiriy-tive  cases.  The  hucccss  of  this 
expsrimeot  bdled  him  to  fbrtiier  investigation. 

And  in  the  same  year  he  opened  a  dispensary  in 
B'lylstort  Hall,  fur  the  frfc  iiie<Ilo;il  tr'^atment  of  the 
poor  iu  cntinectioii  wiih  Dr.  C  F.  Ifnffeiidnhl.  n 
homoeopathic  physician  of  long  experience.  This 
wider  field  of  observation  eonfirmed  the  results  of 
ftmer  experimenta,  and  Dr.  Thayer  became  a  eonvert 


to  the  new  school  of  practice.  He  joined  the  American 
Institute  of  Homesopathy  in  184t,  and  twenty4hree 

years  later  he  wa.s  elected  its  president. 

In  1854,  Dr.  Thayer,  in  order  t<>  ly  n  cnicial  tf^t 
to  the  claims  of  homoeopathy,  selected  several  dis- 
eases over  which  allopathic  treatment  has  little  or  no 
power  to  eore.  These  diseases  were  gall-stone  disease, 
rachitis  (or  tb"  distortion  of  the  spine,  incurvation  of 
the  long  lioiit's,  licformed  chests,  ctc.V  oalt  uli  of  the 
kidney,  and  organic  disease  of  the  heurt.  The  result 
of  those  observations  and  tests  was  eo  satisfactory  as 
to  eonvioee  every  noprejudioed  mind  of  the  eSea«iy 
of  homoeopathic  medicines  in  these  grave  disease.^. 

Tn  Dcr.'inbcr,  l^^.'i,  he  made  the  discovery  which 
has  brought  him  enviable  fu|nc, — the  discovery  of  the 
hom<eopatbic  specific  for  gall-stone  colic.  A  patient 
who  bad  snffiMred  periodinlly  far  yearn  firom  severe 
attacks  of  gall  stone  colic  oame  under  Dr.  Thayer's 
observation.  Allnpathip  treatment  cnnld  not  rure  the 
disease,  and  could  only  alleviate  the  suifering  in  part 
by  opuites  and  hypodermic  injections.  The  doctor 
carsAilly  noted  and  studied  the  symptoms  of  the  case ; 
then  he  set  to  worlc  to  search  the  homosopathic  materia 
medica  for  drn^rj^  wyin?o  provings  cnrre-'ptindod  with 
thcHc  !'ympt<ini8  Severni  were  selected  whicli  cor- 
rc3<pondcd  with  tho  totality  of  the  symptoms,  but 
these  failed  to  give  relief.  Finally  cinchona,  wbieh 
has  periodidty  for  one  of  its  characteristics,  was  tried 
in  the  third  decimal  attenuation,  and  proved  success- 
ful. Months.  yfTiVH  pa.<4.<^'d,  and  the  patient  had  no 
return  of  tbe  putn.  The  cure  was  radical.  Dr.  Thayer 
oontioned  to  study  the  diassse,  and  has  treated  near  a 
thousand  case.s  of  gall-Stone  oolio  with  equal  success. 
Hin  remarkahh-  cnro«  nf  crall-«t<mr  oo!ic  hccanit-  known 
and  talked  about,  and  were  reported  to  me<lical  socie- 
ties. These  reports  were  publii^hed,  and  physicians 
all  over  the  eonntry  availed  themselves  of  his  disoov- 
eiy.  Bcc'iiily  a  noted  French  physician  in  Paris 
wrote  tn  Dr.  Thayer  a  letter  of  congratnlation  on 
in  ikini,'  or;c  of  the  grentest  discoveries  in  therapeu- 
tics, utid  translated  liis  paper  on  '  Gall-Stone  Colic  and 
its  Remedy'*  into  the  French  language,  and  publiahed 
it  in  the  littllrlin  de  la  SoeiM  Medirak  Homoeo- 

^iii'Ji'qiii'  if  I-  Ffirnrp, 

I>r  Thayer  early  became  an  .\bolifinnist,  aad  ideu- 
ti6ed  himself  with  Garrison  and  liis  party.  His  house 
was  an  asylum  for  fugitive  slaves  ibr  many  years  be- 
fore the  civil  war,  and  his  heart  and  hand  were  ever 
prompt  in  uidingtho  distressed.  John  Brown  visited 
him.  and  received  generous  contrihntiott'?  of  rn  >nev  in 
aid  ot  his  project  of  freeing  the  slaves  in  Mi.Hsouri. 
The  doctor  was  also  an  aetive  worker  for  the  cause  of 
Abolition  in  politics,  and  was  sasociated  with  the 
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proQiiii«Dt  men  of  the  {mtty.   He  wai  elected  a  mem' ! 

ber  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives 
five  times.    While  in  the  LeirisJature  he  was  largely 
ioflueDtial  io  securiog  the  charters  of  the  Massachu- 
eette  IIoiD«Mpet1rift  Medical  Society,  the  Dispensary,  ; 
tlie  College,  eod  ihe  HoBKvopathio  Hospiul,  in  I 
Boston. 

At  a  period  of  the  civil  wur  whon  tliere  was  great 
need  ot  medical  aid  in  our  army,  Dr.  Thayer  offered 
hinaeir  to  Goveraar  Andrew  for  any  aerrice  where  be 
coald  be  naefnl.   The  Governor  forwarded  the  letter,  | 
with  a  cordial  recummendation  of  the  writer,  to  Sur-  | 
geoD-General  Dale     Tn  answer.  Dr.  Tliaycr  received 
this  brief  reply,  "  When  your  services  arc  needed  you  ^ 
will  be  notified."   It  is  perhaps  needleaa  to  add  tbat  ] 
had  this  offer  come  from  an  aUopathie  practitioner  of  j 
like  abilitj  and  etandin}^  it  would  have  be«i  accepted. 

Dr.  Thnyer  wns  one  of  the  oij^ht  homoeopathic  pl>y- 
sicians,  abu  ujviuWrs  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  (allopathic),  who  were  summoned  for  trial  ^ 
before  a  comnnittce  of  that  eoaety  in  1873  for  "  con-  j 
duct  unworthy  and  uubecoming  an  liununible  physi- 
cian and  member  of  the  society,'*  viz  :  for  jiracticing 
homtiiopathy.    Though  educated  an  allopathic  physi- 
cian, Dr.  Thayer  had  practiced  bomwopathy  since 
1847,  and  had  been  allowed  to  eootinoe  a  oemlMr  of  | 
this  society  while  guilty  of  such  alleged  conduct  for 
twenty  «ix  yenrs  !    The  trial  rfsulti><l  in  the  rxpu!?:irtn 
of  these  physticiaus.    Dr.  Thayer's  speech  in  his  own  ; 
behalf  and  of  one  of  his  colleagues  was  a  forcible,  clear,  { 
and  logioal  defense,  and  was  also  a  powerfal  argument ' 
in  fkvor  of  horo<i>opathy.    The  facts  he  stated  could 
not  be  disputed,  lii.-  conclusions  mul*!  not  be  deTiied. 
It  was  published  in  a  pamphlet  and  widely  read,  gain- 
ing for  him  many  friends  outside  of  Boston. 

When  the  Boston  University  was  establbbed,  Dr. 
Thayer  was  very  active  in  or|j^ttiiingthe  Homoeopathic 
College  us  itr.  meJieal  iJcpartment.  He  recivid  the 
lirHt  nomination  as  candidate  fur  dean  vi  the  euilege, 
bat  dccliQcd  the  honor.  Ho  has  occupied  the  chair 
of  professor  of  Practice  and  that  of  Imtitutes  of 
Medicine  in  Boston  Uoiverrity  for  eight  years.  He 
was  for  twenty-five  years  surgeon  of  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Arrillery  rnmpany. 

In  1878,  when  liie  yellow  fever  was  scourging  New 
Orleans,  the  death-rate  enormous,  and  the  infection  at 
its  hdght,  Dr.  Thsyer,  learning  that  homflsopatbio 
treatment  was  wanted  there,  wr.  te  to  the  president  of 
the  Relief  A^^soeiation  offering  his  services.  The 
fearlessuess  and  generosity  of  this  offer  were  cbarac-  ^ 
tenstio.  i 

Five  yean  later,  when  he  had  passed  his  seventieth 
birthday,  he  visited  Europe  for  the  benefit  of  his  - 


liealth,  and  returned  enriched  with  the  results  of  nanny 

original  observations  and  reflections.  While  visitbg 
the  hospitals  of  Europe  his  sympathies  were  aroused 
by  witnessing  the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  poor  people 
who  resort  to  these  institutions  for  medical  and  sor- 
gical  aid ;  nor  was  be  blind  to  the  manifest  tyranny 
of  the  governments,  as  shown  by  the  sad,  bitter  lot  of 
their  toiling  peasantry,  crushed  by  taxation,  and  the 
degraded  condition  of  women  ;  and  the  general  aspect 
of  all  the  nations  of  Central  Europe  forced  him  to  the 
coodusion,  so  epigrammatically  stated  by  bu  ftiend 
Wendell  Phillips,  that  under  such  sore  and  cmd  op- 
pression '•  Pynuinite  and  the  dagger  ar*  the  proper 
substitutes  ibr  Fancuil  Hall  and  the  /)aHy  Advertiser." 

Dr.  Thayer  has  given  special  study  to  malarial  fever 
and  kindred  aymotic  disessea.  His  paper  on  "  Miasm" 
was  publi*thed  in  full  in  the  Publications  of  the 
Massachusetts  Honirenpathic  Medical  Society"  ib 
1879.  In  the  "  Transactions  of  the  American  laati- 
tutc  of  Homoeopathy"  for  1883  is  published  his 

History  of  Malarial  Feveia."  In  the  former  ef 
these  papers  Dr.  Thuyer  blXNIghtaceuniuIatod  evidence 
to  show  that  there  is  some  ground  for  the  belief  that 
miasm  becomes  infectious  by  attenuation, — by  being 
diffused  through  a  great  extent  of  atmospheric  air,— 
and  that  this  law  finds  analt^  in  that  principle  re- 
cognised  in  the  homa>opathic  sohool  of  medicine,  vis.: 
that  spectfic  meJicim  ig poirfr/vl  tn  rtn-f  jii<t  in  /"-f- 
portion  to  itx  attemxtlion  within  limits  not  t/et  di$- 
tinctlji  dtjimd,  and  in  that  well-known  fact,  that  the 
tozie  effect  of  ceruio  drugs  is  also  increased  by  being 
attenuated  and  luiimtely  subdivided.  He  also  brings 
('videnec  to  show  tli.it  sotrif  of  the  Tniasmnta  in  their 
crude  and  imafttntntted  state  are  not  only  non  itt' 
j'eilioMt,  but  seem  sometimes  to  act  as  prophylaoics 
against  the  diseases  which  the  miasmata  in  an  at- 
tenuated state  have  the  power  to  produce. 

Dr.  ThaytTs  eminent  success  ns  a  physieiim  due 
in  no  snmll  measure  to  his  gri^t  industry.  The  late 
Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  whom  all  good  hom<eopatlis 
Kverenoed,  onoe  wrote  to  a  patient  :**!(»  impos* 
t;ible  for  the  physician  to  do  his  best  in  any  case 
unless  the  patient  subtuit  hiiUM  lf  without  reserve  or 
qiiaHfication  to  such  inquest  as  the  piiysician  may 
iroiu  time  to  time  deem  necessary,  throwing  himself 
as  much  as  powible  into  the  state  of  penive  ftllow* 
your-leadism  which  a  lawyer  requires  in  a  di;«reot 
client.  The  physiciuti  iiiuft  say.  a?  the  lawyer  <h<"^. 
select  counsel  in  whom  you  can  place  lull  conbdence, 
place  idl  the  fuct.s  before  him  without  reserve,  give 
access  to  all  souroes  of  knowledge,  then  let  him  cos- 
duct  the  examioalion  aud  the  case  according  to  his 
ttotrammeled  judgment."    It  is  just /this  power  of 
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vimiing  wmfidenee,  indaeiiiK  the  patient  to  pleee  ell 
the  facts  before  bim  without  rmrre,"  tbet  gives  a 
pbjsician  the  surest  means  of  forming  a  correct  diu^- 
noea,  and  Dr.  Thaler  possveiieii  it  in  an  enviable  ' 
dcgiee.  Hii  nature  is  peculiarly  sjoiputhetic,  and 
•eta  as  a  magnet  upon  those  who  approach  him  in 
prore-ssiona]  as  Well  as  social  relations,  while  his 
downriu'ht  hone-Jtv  inspires  ah^(^!^lte  trust  and  reliance. 
"There  isn't  a  bit  of  Aum^i/y  about  bim;  be  telJs 
the  troth  without  fear  or  favor, "  one  patient  was 
heard  to  aaj  to  another  as  both  sat  in  his  waiting* 
room.  His  Qneompromisiug  honesty  and  absolute 
f  nrlessnesa  command  the  respect  of  all.  even  his 
eoemies, — for  so  j»o«ilive  a  character  is  sure  to  have 
eaemies, — who  have  reason  to  know  that  be  is  "  a 
good  fighter.**  An  eminent  divine,  in  commeotiDg 
npen  the  notorious  trial  and  (ho  expulsion  of  the 
faomcropathic  physicians  fmm  the  Massaclmsctts 
Medical  Society,  spoke  of  tlie  homoeopath  defiantly 
ihakiug  his  little  bottle  of  pellets  in  the  faces  of  his 
jndgee,  Teferriog  to  Dr.  Tbajer.  His  attitude  upon 
this,  as  upon  ail  occasions  when  aroused  to  defense, 
fVi.iWs  tliC"  cniirage  and  Sf-lf-reliance  whicli  are  his 
doiuitmnl  trait.H.  Ccnvinct-fi  that  lie  i.s  ri;ilit,  he 
would  tnaiiitaiii  his  ground  unshaken,  and  dety  the 
whole  worid  were  it  anajed  against  him.  How 
richly  this  granite  strength  of  oharactcr  is  marbled 
with  <j.il(li-ti  vi  in.>*  of  triulomc55s  and  charity  his  many 
trieuib,  who  know  and  love  him  well,  can  tcMtify. 
This  tenderness  was  beautifully  shown  in  his  life-long 
dcrotioB  to  his  mother,  who  lived  (o  the  age  of 
Wnetj-tWO  years.  It  was  in  li>yaltj  to  her  wishes  ^ 
that  he  rcliii(|uished  the  cherished  plans  of  his  youth, 
and  entered  the  prnfe^^ion  whose  honors  nnd  rr-wanls 
now  crown  his  ability  and  untiring  industry.  For 
jean  befbre  her  death,  no  matter  what  the  preasnre 
of  pnftaMonal  work  or  bis  own  fatigue,  through  heat 
of  ^iummer  and  winter  storms,  he  lell  the  city  every 
Week  to  vi«it  hor  retired  hnmc,  and  found  in  her 
loved  pre^euce  tiie  charm  that  banished  weariness  and 
pab.  Sneh  filial  lotre  is  as  fare  sa  it  is  worthy  of 
emulation.  His  charity^  both  of  apirit  and  of  deed, 
is  i  iii  cif  Ills  nublest,  most  endearing  trait«.  Towards 
human  errtir  and  impprfeclion  he  \»  «'VtT  lenient,  and 
if  bis  tongue  cannot  speak  good,  it  speaks  uo  evil. 
As  he  has  risen  by  dint  of  his  own  unaided  efibfts, 
he  knows  how  to  sympatbiie  with  those  who  are 
rtrupgliog,  and  the  poor  and  the  oppressed  have 
always  found  in  liim  a  true  friend.  When  he  finds 
a  fellow-crtuturt;  in  distress,  hia  ever-ready  sympathy 
is  euited,  perhaps  too  easily,  and  he  has  often  parted 
with  krga  sums  of  money  to  help  perMus  who  seemed 
to  need  it  more  than  himidf.  The  oppreiBed  always 


found  in  him  a  true  firiend,  and  the  oppressor  an  un- 

relenting  enemy.  The  exacting  duties  of  bis  profes- 
sion and  til.'  con-^tant  demands  of  a  lur^c  pmcticc  have 
lefl  him  no  leisure  for  the  scholarly  punsuits  in  which 
he  delights ;  bat  ewun  now,  as  in  youth,  after  a  hard 
day's  work,  the  midnight  hoar  often  finds  him  enjoy- 
ing the  sounding  lines  of  Homer  or  the  eloquence  of 
Demosthenes.  Ho  is  an  independent  thinker,  having 
his  own  views  upon  all  subjects  he  iavestigates.  His 
tendencies  are  liberal  and  progressive  to  a  d^greo  that 
baa  sometimes  exposed  him  to  eriticism.  He  believes 
that  no  candid  or  scientifio  mind  will  turn  aside  from 
the  iiivcjstisBtion  of  what  may  prove  to  be  a  hidden 
truth,  and  may  enlarge  the  resources  which  the  phy- 
aiotan  brings  to  the  aid  of  suffering  humanity.  Be- 
lieving that  "that  life  is  most  aoeeptable  to  the 
Almighty  which  is  most  useful  to  His  creatures,"  he 
has  honestly  striven  to  serve  his  fellow-men,  doing 
good  wherever  he  found  opportuuily,  uod  verily  suob 
shall  have  their  reward. 


XAAMAV  T,.  WIIITK. 
The  Wliife  family  of  whicli  we  write  is  larfrely  repre- 
sented in  colonial  New  England.  They  were  extensive 
bnd-owoeis  and  generally  sueosssfnl  i^enltnrists.  It 
may  be  truly  said  of  them,  in  summing  up tbrir general 
characteristics,  that  they  abstained  from  the  allure- 
ments of  the  vices  of  the  day  in  wliieli  ihey  lived. 
Thoy  were  reuuirkable  for  their  teuipcruuce,  integrity, 
and  perseveranoe,  and  with  sincerity  praotieed  tho 
virtnes  of  the  genuine  type  of  New  England  charao^ 
ter,  and  in  whatever  condition  of  life  they  luive  been 
plnced  their  deHccndaiits  hnve  honored  their  jtiwition 
and  name.  By  searching  old  records  wo  find  Thomas 
(1)  White,  probably  brother  or  cousin  of  Willbm 
White  (ihther  of  Ferine),  admitted  freeman  of 
Massachusetts  colony  March  3,  \  being  an  inhab- 
itant of  Weymouth,  of  which  ho  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  and  whose  earliest  records  bear  his  name. 
He  was  a  nan  of  ability  and  detenninadon,  was  for 
many  years  sslectman  of  Weymontb,  representative 
to  the  General  Court  in  1637, 1040, 1657, 1C71,  and 
was  commander  of  a  military  company,  at  that  time 
a  post  of  distinguished  bonor  and  responsibility, 
Thomas  (2),  son  of  the  fint  Thomas,  of  Weymouth, 
was  bom  in  Weymouth,  and  married  Hasy  Pratt ; 
settleil  in  Braintree,  and  was  admitted  freeman  in 
lfi*^l.  He  WHS  a  raan  of  t'ducntion,  distinefion,  and 
worth,  and  held  a  high  social  position  in  the  town  of 
his  adoption.  Hn  ebildren  wen  Thomas,  Mary, 
Samnd,  Josqih,  and  fSboneur  (3).  His  death  oo- 
eurred  in  April,  1706. 
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Ebenezer  (3),  young^t  ■on  of  ThouM  (3)  and 
Mm7(  Pratt)  Wbit*.  of  Bnintree,  was  born  in  1683, 

married  Lydia  ,  and  lived  in  East  Braintree. 

They  had  ceven  ehildrrn, — Lydia,  Elizrihftb,  KVn  n- 
ezer,  William  i^died  iu  inlHncy),  Williutu,  Atioe,  uud 
TboiDM  (4).  Rbeoenr  was  a  farmer,  quiet,  unpre- 
tCNidtog,  davotiog  himself  antirely  to  agrieultare. 

Thomas  (4),  non  of  Ebenezer  and  Lydta   

White,  married  Deborah  Nash.  An.:.  2H,  17'»'^  ffc 
was  a  man  of  decided  energy  and  piucic,  was  captain 
of  a  military  oompauy  ordered  to  Dorebester  Neok 
(South  Boston),  Mareb,  1776.  Hta  cbildren  were 
ThoniaH,  Deljonb,  Alexander,  Silenee,  Solomon,  and 
Elihu  (5). 

Elihu  (5)  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  EUet  and 
Sarab  (Pratt)  Loud.  He  waa  by  biitb  and  edooation 
a  fiiruer,  but  afterward  engaged  in  oommeroe,  made 

fbreign  voyages,  and  acquired  a  competency.  He  was 
a  captain  in  the  militin,  deputy  fiHh  commissioner  nf 
the  Slate  for  many  years.  He  had  nine  children,  of 
wbom  all  attained  maturity, — Sacab  (deceased) ;  El- 
liott L.  (deceased),  remained  at  home,  and  filled  im- 
portant offices  in  the  town  ;  Elihu  (deceased),  was  a 
Graduate  of  Brown  University,  and  physician  in  Bos- 
ton ;  Harvey  (deceased),  who  engaged  in  commercial 
bnainesi;  Harriet  A.  (deoeased) ;  Sarah,  married  An* 
drew  Glovmr,  of  Glover'a  Comer,  Dorebester ;  Deborah 
Prince ;  Catharine  S.  (deceased) ;  and  Naaman  L. 
(6),  whose  ancestral  line  is  Thomas  (1),  Thomas  (2), 
Ebenezer  (3),  Thomas  (4),  Elihu  (5),  Naamau  L. 
(6). 

Naaman  L.  White,  son  of  Etihu  and  Sarab  (Loud) 

White,  was  born  on  the  place  when-  he  now  resides 
in  Braintree,  June  1  '^l  t.  H-'  was  titted  for  cnllege 
at  Amherst  and  Phillips'  Andover  Academy.  He 
entered  Harvard  UnivMsity  in  1831,  in  a  class  which 
has  fiiroisbed  its  full  proportion  of  men  who  have 
since  distinguished  themaelves  in  the  varions  walks 
of  life. 

It  ha»  been  said  that  nowhere  is  the  chau'acter  and 
ability  of  a  man  more  accurately  weighed  and  gauged 
than  In  the  close  contact,  the  constant  and  intimate 
as.<>ociuti<)n.  and  the  sharp  competitions  nf  cu]]f  .:c  life. 
TT iiwever  thin  may  be,  the  apprccitifion  iu  which  Mr. 
White  waa  held  by  his  ajisociates  is  perhapts  some- 
what indicated  by  the  number  of  literary  meiflties 
into  whieb  he  was  chosen  during  the  college  eouiaiev 
There  were  at  that  time  three  loading  literary  so- 
cieties in  the  eolletie.  conducted  by  the  und<  r_'r  ifl- 
uates, — the  Harvard  Union,  devoted  principally  to 
public  debate,  tbe  loatitute  of  76,  and  the  **  Hasty- 
Padding  Club."  It  was  usual  for  each  member  of 
every  elaaa  to  belong  to  s<mt«  one  of  these  societies, 


a  general  rate,  to  not  more  than  one.  Mr. 
White  was  elected  into  and  beoamc  an  active  mem- 
ber of  all  three.  Of  the  la.st-nnmed  socii  tj  ho  wns 
the  provident,  and  at  one  of  its  anniversaries  he  waa 
chosen  the  orator. 

During  two  years  of  the  college  course  he  was  ap> 
pointed  by  the  faculty  a  c1as.<<-monitor, — an  offioe  of 
truth  and  responsibility,  in  which  weekly  rcportf  to 
the  president  were  required,  and  for  which  a  small 
salary  waa  allowed.  He  also  competed  with  tiie  heat 
seholsn  of  his  dsss  for  many  of  the  prises  offered  by 
the  Univer«ty  for  literary  excellence,  and  at  one  time 
he  was  awarded  the  first  priae  for  the  best-written 
es.sav  on  a  subject  given  out  hy  the  college,  and  also 
the  first  Boyl.'iton  prize  tor  declamation ;  &o  that  his 
priie-money  and  salary  were  sufficient  not  only  to 
pay  alt  odlege  bills  for  that  term,  but  left  u  libeni 
supply  for  pocke^money  besides. 

He  waa  a  fine  btllcg-kitng  scholar,  and  particu- 
larly good  iu  the  ancient  classics  and  in  the  modern 
language  and  literature.  At  tbe  asms  time  he  wss 
so  fsr  pro&deut  in  mathematics  and  the  severer 
studies  connected  therewith  as  to  receive  at  one  of 
the  exhibitions  of  fho  junior  year  a  mathematical 
part, — an  appointment  which  re«juireJ  ul'  the  recipient 
of  it  to  propose  someori^nsl  propoc^ition  or  proUem 
in  tbe  higher  mathematica,  and  to  write  out,  in  de* 
tail,  a  full  demonstration  of  it,  which  papers  were 
to  be  deposited  in  the  college  library.  At  the  dose 
of  tbe  junior  year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society.  It  was  she  durtog  tbii 
year  that  tbe  SarvartUantt^  a  literary  periodical,  waa 
started  by  members  of  his  class,  and  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  college  course  he  was  a  frequent 
contributor  to  its  pages.  He  was  graduated  with 
high  honor  in  1835.  The  subject  of  the  com- 
mencement pert  asttgoed  him  was  the  "  Charaeter 
of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,"  a  rather  largo  subject  for 
fo  young  a  man,  but  which  he  sustained  with  such 
credit  as  to  receive  the  warm  approbation  of  sudi 
men  as  Judge  Story  and  Charles  Sumner,  who  were 
of  the  audience. 

After  graduation  he  wa.s  engaged  one  year  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  clas.sical  department  of  the  Weld  Schonl. 
in  Koxbury,  then  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
flourishing  boarding-schools  in  the  vimnity  of  Bes- 
ton.  Alter  leaving  this  sohool  he  eommenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Sherman  Leland, 
riitd  ••vib-'ecjuently,  successively,  in  the  offices  of  John 
(;.  Park  and  Kufus  Choate.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1 839,  and  opened  a  law-ofltoe  In  his  native  town. 
For  thirty  years  he  had  a  quite  large  and  lucrative 
pnctiee,  principally  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  Be 
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theo  gndnilly  withdrew  from  aotiv«  pomiit  of  lib 

profeaaion,  and  devoted  himself  principally  to  thu  care 
iD(l  arrangeineut  of  his  own  ample  estate  anH  the 
eiUCes  to  trust  of  hiit  friends  who  aviuicd  thewselve« 
of  hb  Mrrioei. 

A<  a  hwyer,  in  his  biiMa«RR  felatioof  with  bis 
dieDts,  he  gave  tliem  his  honest  opinion  apoo  their 
<^<^s,  derived  from  stuJy.  ul'servation,  aud  experience, 
sbcther  that  agreed  with  their  own  jireconoeived 


with  true  manly  dignity,  than  to  lovoka 

the  aid  and  redre&s  of  the  kw;  and  that  persiitrat 
and  uiali!rtiaiit  f^lindor  very  seldom,  in  the  Ions  run, 
hurts  the  object  ut  which  it  im  aimed,  but  is  almost 
rare  to  reooil  with  redooUad  forae  upoa  the  head  of 
the  aytlior  of  it. 

Through  life  he  haa  rathr^r  uvoided  than  sought 
|tuhlic  office.    He  has  acted  upon  the  principle  that 
no  man  has  a  right  to  pasii  through  the  world  m  a 
opiaioBB  or  not,  or  whether  it  apparemly  promoted  !  "deadhead/*  ODjoytag  the  henefita  and  priTilegei of 


Ui  owD  immediate  buaiaeaa  interesta  or  not ;  and  it 

ni»y  be  truly  said  that  the  aini  uiit  and  volume  of 
liti<;ation  in  the  community  wIiltc  lie  Jwelt  was  di- 
oifii^bed,  rather  than  increa^t^d,  bj  bid  ioflueuce. 
He  WW  in  the  habit  of  eaying  to  hie  dieote  that 
"lans  are  highly  needful  for  the  wdlare  and  prmer« 
ration  of  soote^,  hut  that  individual  law-enita  ahould 
DO?  comni#»nc€>d  except  iiiider  the  pre8sur»»  of 
tb«otute  necesaity^,  as  they  were  au  expeusivt!  luxury, 


society,  bat  refosing  to  bear  a  fair  ahare  of  ita  labors 

and  burdcn.s.  Yet  he  held  that  the  office  should 
seek  the  man,  and  not  the  man  the  office.  Soon  after 
he  cummeuced  the  practice  of  law  in  Braintree,  be 
was  twice  elected  to  repreaent  the  town  in  the  State 
Lqpalatnre.  He  haa  also  filled  most  of  the  mwre 
important  offices  in  the  town, — Selectman,  assessor, 
over>'<Tr  nf  tho  poor,  and  «urvevnrof  hlirhways.  He 
Was  particularly  interested  in  educational  matters, 


io  which  few  peraoat  eonld  afford  to  indulge.  "  If  be  i  end  in  (he  welfare  of  the  publio  adioobf  holding  that 
a»  any  sign  of  andae  exdtemenl  or  beat  of  pomion,   the  educational  department  of  the  town,  on  aeoouttt 


his  counsel  would  be  that  a  little  delay  would  not  of  its  present  and  prospective  influence  upon  the 
prejudi«'e  Vii-  client's  rii:hts,  and  that  a  few  nights'  !  charnctcrof  its  citizens,  is  by  far  the  most  important 
^eep  and  a  lew  day^  of  reflection  might  be  highly  department  in  the  town.  Uniformly  be  advocated 
beoefidaL  These  «ugge«itiottS  and  a  little  delay  would  the  moat  libenl  appropriationa  for  educational  pttf> 
nott  generally  bring  about  a  change  of  views,  and  |  poaea.  For  more  than  fifteen  yeats  be  was  a  mem* 
tToid  a  long,  tronbleeome,  and,  perbapa,  comparatively  ber  of  the  general  school  committee,  and  for  the 
fruitless  suit.  greater  part  of  that  titue  wns  chairmnn  of  thv  hoard. 

He  vaa  particularly  avenie  to  what  lawyers  some-  ^  At  (he  present  time  he  is  president  ol  the  Braintree 
ItDM*  caB  **  fancy  actions, '  de«igucd  to  TiniKeate  !  SchooUFund  Corporation,  a  oorp<RntioQ  having  in 
kgal  prooeaa  the  persooat  eharaeter  and  repu-  |  cbaigiB  the  real  eotate,  publio  funds,  and  securities 
titioD  uf  the  party.  He  told  hia  clients  that  though  left  to  the  town  by  will,  and  the  income  of  whirl)  i.i 
lb»rp  mitrht  be  exceptional  ca«ps  of  ontrajzeous  libtl  specially  devoted  to  the  support  of  its  puMir  bt  liools. 
or  slander  where  a  reiMjrt  to  the  law  might  be  not  For  several  years  he  has  been  president  of  tlve  Wey- 
mIj  comneudnble,  but  neeeesaiy,  and  where  a  jury   mouth  and  Bndntree  Mutual  Fire  Insuranoe  Com* 


vvnld  give,  and  rightly  give,  exempkry  damages,  |  peny,  and  also  a  director  and  vioe-ptesideDt  of  the 

jet  in  ordinary  an'l  the  ^'reat  majority  of  cases  of  thi.s  Weymouth  Savings- Bank.  He  wa»  a  trial  ju.stice  in 
lind  thd  jmrtv  would  be  A»r  better  off  to  paxs  the  the  county  of  Norfolk  for  several  years,  iind  lu  l'l  that 
^iasderbyin  silence,  and  trust  to  living  it  down,  rather    office  till  the  change  in  the  system  of  adminii>tering 


(ba  make  a  spectacle  of  Mmself  by  entering  the 
nm  of  litigation,  where  the  worn  and  bitterest 

passions  were  sure  to  be  aroused,  and  where  fhu 
penera!  puVdic  would  take  little  inter*  5t.  except  .is  th<  y 
*oald  be  interested  iii  a  gladiatorial  combat,  without 
Kpid  to  nionl  er  iutelleetwi)  diaracter  of  either 
«f  the  combatants;  that  auch  a  eonteet  would  be 
almost  sure  to  degrade  both  parties  to  one  common 
le^f!  l\h  thiMjryand  advice  to  Ins  friends  in  matters 
of  this  kind  was,  that  the  common  estimate  of  character 
cntcnuned  by  the  emmnnity  whwe  one  dwells  !s  in 
the  ead  mnoh  more  oorreot  than  we  are  apt  to  imap^ine ; 
vm)  that,  aa  a  rule,  it  is  letter  to  rely  upoti  th.i;^  es- 
^■nie,  sMxre  eondueive  to  peace  of  miod  and  more 


joatioe  in  this  commonwealth  by  the  oreation  of  Dis> 
trlet  Courts.   Early  io  life  he  was  appointed  brigade 

innpcetor  of  the  State  militia,  aU  office  which  gave 
hiiij  the  military  rink  of  major.  But  h:ivin?r  no 
great  predi  lection  ll.r  military  life  or  glory,  especially 
in  time  of  peace,  he  resigoed  the  office  after  holding 
it  one  year. 

lu  early  niiinhfjod  he  became  a  member  of  the 
CongrcL'atiotKil  Church  >rimiecti  il  with  the  pari.sh, 
where  he  had  been  aecustumed  to  worship.  Like 
most  thoughtful  peri^ons,  his  tsted  had  lireqaeoUy 
been  turned  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  great 
probloins  of  life,  death,  and  imraortality,— of  bis  per* 
Booal  reiatioDs  to  God  aa  his  Creator,  preeerver,  and 
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final  jodge,  and  to  Chrirt  u  his  peiMiial  8«vionr. 

He  joiiiet]  that  particular  coinmunion  as  mure  nearly 
coinr-idin<.'  with  his  views  upon  these  nii:^ects  than 
any  other  rcligioun  orgaoiutioo. 

There  wai  nothing  of  nemwoeM  or  bigotry  aboot 
him.  Claimlog;  the  falleet  freedom  for  bimaelf,  he  | 
willingly  conet-fJetl  the  name  to  all  others.  Re^^ardtn^ 
relif^ion  m  »  personal  niatler  between  each  man  and 
hia  Maker,  with  which  no  other  may  authoritatively 
interfere,  there  wis  liute  in  him  of  nrhnt  might  be 
enlled  proaelytism,  or  of  that  lingul  aetivitj  and 
volubility  which  finds  cxpp  «sion  in  public  exhorta- 
tions and  advice.  He  In  Id  that  the  best  nnd  most  1 
efficient  lay  preaching  consisted  iu  an  exemplary 
Chrietian  walk  and  life. 

LIT  I  II  Ki:  OsnoilN  CROCKKR. 

Lulber  Unburn  Croclwer  wait  burn  in  Wast  Dedbam,  ^ 
Jan.  11, 1829.   He  was  the  ran  of  Luther  Harlow  | 

Crocker  and  Mary  OHlmrn.  aii>l  i^rundi^ion  of  Daniel  | 
Crookcr  (ni>w  rmtkcr  >.  ln'iir^'  a  dcscemlaiit  of  Zonas  ; 
Crookrr.  the  fit>t    Aiin  iifaii  :in<vstnr.     Daniel,  the 
graudlather,  waH  probably  bom  in  Peuibruiie.    Luther  r 

Harlow  Crocker,  the  father,  waa  bom  in  Pembroke  in 
1804.    Ilifl  advuhtn^oa  for  obtaintUK  an  edaeation 

were  very  limit)  il.  When  very  yonnir,  he  wns  put  tn 
labor  on  the  farm.  Arriving  at  tiuitable  age,  he  went 
to  llaudulph,  and  learned  tliu  trade  of  wheelwright, 
■ervinji  a  rejKular  apprenticeship.  From  (here  he 
went  to  Vfvai  Dodhani,  and  worked  at  histrade.  While 
there  he  married  Mary  (>>th)in.  n  native  of  Hanson. 
He  rcmaini'd  there  uniil  when  he  removed  to 

Hiugham.  lie  engaged  in  various  occupations.  At 
one  time  he  worked  at  shoemaking.  Then  he  in- 
veotetl  wliat  little  capital  he  had  aceumijlaUHl  in  the 
foundry  buMoe^-s,  l.iit  I  st  it  throujih  the  fault  of 
those  cmtun  tiHi  with  bim.  Naturally  ''tidowed  with 
Urge  invi'iiiivo  powcr:>,  and  being  very  ingeuioua,  he 
originated  many  inrentions. 

While TRiidittg  in  Hin^ham  heenjnfred  in  the  mana* 
faotiut'  t)f  stoves  from  orijjinal  patterns  made  by  him- 
self. \\\<}r  being  ouLrai:«'il  iti  this  business  for  about 
two  years  he  received  an  advantageous  offer  from 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  which  he  accepted.  Here  be 
was  engSil^'d  in  making  pattt<nis  tor  hemp  and  Spin* 
nini;  niaohimry,  "  bn'akors."' etc.  .\fti'r  about  two 
viars  tlu>  uiiun  f;ictory  was  reniovtHi  lo  Lvn>i>ville, 
Ky.  Tbither  he  rciutivcd  with  his  family,  who 
had  nnuainMl  noiil  thi»  time  in  Htnt;ham.  Thi» 
wm>  about  1S42.  A  few  years  after  the  tirm  failed, 
atui  Mr.  (.Y  i'V(<r  's'  uf  !  u  il:;  in  tin  maiiutacture  of 
»tov««,  agaiu  uiakuig  the  juittcrus  himself.    He  here 


manufactured  the  same  stove  be  did  at  Hinghim 
.\iidrews'  and  Austins'  patent),  having  an  oven  at 
each  end,  with  the  fire  between  them.  Various  kiotia 
of  beaterB  were  designed,  origiosted,  and  manufac- 
tured by  him.  During  the  years  ftom  1842  to  1849 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  gas-  and  water-pipe, 
wagnn  boxes,  sbafiiu^s,  pulleys,  hemp-breaklni  and 
shacklinLj;  machines,  iiiveuted  by  liim-ieir,  which  pro- 
duced this  result  without  injuring  the  hemp,  the 
effort  to  produGS  which  had  previously  cost  hnndrsda 
of  dollars,  and  that  in  vain.  This  was  the  crowntog 
work  of  his  life,  and  was  patented  by  him.  .V  coi  l- 
ing  fan,  to  be  placed  in  offices,  dininir-rooms.  cie  .  run 
by  machinery,  which  was  wound  up  aa  a  clock  is 
wound,  waa  sLm  invented  by  him. 

His  brain  teemed  with  positive  and  original  crea- 
tions, and  he  was  the  inventor  of  many  nther  in::eiii- 
oiiH  contrivances  for  titiltty  and  amusetncnt.  He 
made  the  machinery  for  the  manufacturing  of  the 
hemp  raised  on  the  plantation  of  one  Thompson. 
His  agreement  with  him  waa  that  he  should  fomish 
machinery,  keep  it  in  order  for  one  year,  and  receive 
one-half  of  theprnfita.  He  invej«ted  wveral  fhousaiui 
dollars  in  this  enterprise,  which,  however,  proved 
disastrous. 

In  1849  he  removed  to  Cincinnati,  mid  was  em- 
plityod  by  the  gas  cnmpaiiy  in  making  draoL'ht>  and 
patterns  for  the  ncce».sary  castiritrs.  pipe,  etc..  re- 
maining iu  their  employ  until  1855.  During  that  year 
he  removed  to  the  Scioto  Valley  to  take  ebaige  of  a 
MW^mtll,  grist-mill,  and  a  mill  for  reducing  iron  ore  to 
pig  metal,  acting  as  overseer  for  a  large  and  wealthy 
firm.  Tn  l^^til  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  again 
c!it*;riag  the  employ  of  the  gas  company.  With  the 
opening  of  the  oivU  war  the  f  rm  engaged  in  the 
maoufacture  of  shot  and  shell,  Mr.  Crocker  remaining 
with  them  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  war. 

He  was  a  member  of  a  local  militnry  orimniEation. 
When  the  rcbeb  threatened  Cineiuuaii  the  cumpaoy 
waa  asked  to  volunteer  aa  soldiers.  Mr.  Oodcer  wss 
the  fi»t,  and,  with  one  czoeptbn,  the  only  man  to 
sive  his  .services.  Like  a  true  patriot,  as  he  was,  he 
i  iim?(|  tilt'  .irniv,  and  perforuitMl  military  dfity  both  in 
camp  and  under  tire.  He  wxs  at  this  time  over  sixty 
years  old,  and  from  the  exposure  he  eontraeted  dis- 
ease from  which  he  never  recovered.  He  died  at 
Han«on,  Mass.,  in  \S12.  A  tuaii  .  marked  and  pos- 
itive charueter.  bo  left  the  world  wealthier  for  bis 
having  lived  in  it. 

Lnther  O.  Crocker  was  the  oldest  duM  of  hiapar 
ent.<.  He  inherited  the  invcntivegenius of  hia  ftthcT, 
iv.:<\  I  iirly  in  life  manifested  it  in  numberless  ways. 
Not  oariag  for  books,  he  neglected  what  opportanitiss 
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were  preseoted  fur  obtaining  an  Vacation.  Hi* 
attemlMoe  tt  scbool  would  not  probably  Meoed  six 

months,  so  that  experience  and  observation  have  been 

his  fiririotpal  teachers.  Inured  to  tahor  from  early 
chii'iht'iKi,  he  was  employed  at  various  occupations 


jean  he  wm  ao  thoroughly  proatnted  lo  be  nmllle 
to  reed  oreven  to  beer  «o  mneh  as  the  nntliog  of  a  newe- 
paper.    To-day  the  maehiiiery  far  hie  iniDufactory  ii 

run  by  an  vv^hl  horse-power  steam-engine,  and  he  keeps 
five  men  ounstaoily  empinyed  in  the  manufacture  of 


uQtll  be  was  seventeen  years  old,  wbeo  he  began  to  |  these  punches.  Their  reputation  is  "A  1."  They  are 
no  a  statioDary  engine  for  oae  of  his  ftlher'e  hemp*  •  in  use  on  ell  thepriooipel  nalroads  to  this  eonntrjead 


breaking  and  shackling 

suitinf;   his  ta.--te,  hv  wn- 


lachines.     This  business 

■mployed  as  etigitictT  in 


the  civiliied  worid,  se  well  as  in  all  phoei  where  and 

for  all  purposes  which  eancelincr  punches  are  used. 


v!3rion!t  placcii  until  18tJj.  During  the  war  he  was  ^  The  punch  used  on  the  first  through  train  of  the 
employed  at  the  Bridgewater  Iron^ Works  to  mo  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  was  manufactured  by  him. 
eogioe  end  look  after  the  meebineiy.  Here  waa  bdlt  He  made  two  ** Anchor"  pnnehee  for  the  well-known 
(he  iron  for  the  ironclad  "  Monitor,"  nede  famous  by  |  and  popular  author  Charles  Dickens;  also  one 
ii<  encounter  with  and  viotoij  OTOr  the  rebel  ram  i  for  Duke  Alexia,  of  Russia,  which  cut  ont  all  h\s 
••  Merrimac."  '  armorial  bearings.    He  was  awarded  a  medal  by  the 

Whilst  employed  as  engineer  at  the  Boston  Flax  i  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics'  Association  in 
Hilb,  in  East  Braiotree,  he  invented  the  now  ao  well  |  1869,  and  a  silver  medal  by  the  National  Bxpoation 
kaown  ticket-ptmches  for  the  use  of  railroad  oonduc-    of  Railroad  Appliances,  at  Chicago^  in  1883,  as  being 


Ut*.  This  jmiirh  \v;ih  invented  in  iSO.'i.  Tlif  first 
one  made  mm  placed  in  the  bands  of  Oonduclur 
Oabom,  one  of  the  oldest  conductors  on  the  Old 
Colony  Bailroad,  for  trial.  Finding  it  worked  well, 
after  devilling  various)  improvements,  he  obtained  a 
p-itent  Ai>ril  30,  IS*!?.  During'  his  spare  moments 
be  mude  several  puuches,  when  hb  eyes  were  opened 
to  what  might  be  done  by  devoting  his  whole  time  to 
thdr  mBnnfiictare,by  nnespeetedly  reeMving  an  order 
for  a  large  number  of  bis  punches  from  Chidago.  As 
his  entire  bank  account  nt  this  time  was  only  seventy- 
iive  dullars,  and  be  bad  his  family  expenses  to  meet, 
the  outlook  was  not  very  promiiiing.  Inquiry  was 
Blade  about  this  time  by  a  person-^be  having  seen 
one  of  the  punches  in  use — who  the  inventor  was 
and  where  he  livi  j.  Loarnin^'  his  name  nnd  aildrep^. 
ho  called  uprm  Mr.  Crocker,  and  offered  to  take  joint 
interest  in  tiio  patent  and  furnish  capital  for  their 
anaaraeuire.  This  proposition  being  aeoepted,  the 
patent  waa  iisncd  to  them  as  joint  owners.  This 
g«:ntleman  soon  endeavored  to  mnnnfaetnrc  by  hinisclf 
in  another  State,  which  caused  Mr.  Crocker  to  rt»ort 
to  l^ai  measures  to  secure  bis  rights.  This  he  did  by 
iavafidatiog  the  first  patent,  and  proenring  one  in  bin 
ovnnamer    Thb  patent  was  dated  Sept.  21,  1869. 

Mr,  Croeker  «ouij  boi;;iii  fheir  nianuntcture  himself, 
bat  in  a  very  short  time  bis  builtlingi<,  tools,  and  stock 
were  destroyed  by  fire, — a  total  loss.  Although  he 
had  leet  all,  nothing  daunted,  he  at  onee  eommeoeed 
to  build  np  bis  business.  Aided  by  his  strong 
physique  and  indomitable  pluck,  lie  succeeded  in 
buildin^r  up  a  permanent  and  lucrative  businei^  by 
working  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  hours  a  day.    11  is 


the  best  punch  manufactured.    He  mannfaetures  over 
one  thousand  difiiereot  designs,  all  of  which  are  orig- 
inal with  him. 
He  bought  the  site  upon  whitA  his  house  and  shop 

now  stand  when  it  was  a  barren  ledge  of  rocks,  but 
through  bis  taste  and  "^kill  it  h:i8  been  transformed  into 
one  of  the  iiaadsomest  places  in  the  town  of  Brain- 
tree. 

Mr.  Crocker  waa  married,  Aug.  16, 1854,  to  Olive, 

daughti'r  of  Capt.  Cyma  Hunroe,  an  officer  in  the 

war  of  IHl'J.  Her  mother's  name  was  Dehuruli 
Thoma"*.  'I'lieir  ubildren  are  Oscar  Muiiroe,  mar- 
ried Anna  L.  Noyes  (be  is  employed  as  telegraph 
operator  in  the  office  of  the  general  manager  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  at  Rost  ni  ,  and  Luther 
()  ,  who  i?  connected  with  lii^  father  in  manufaetnr- 
iog.  Luther  married  Jeouie  Pratt.  They  have  one 
son, — Fred. 

Mr.  Crocker  is  in  polities  Republioan,an  attendant 

at  thi  Congregational  Church,  and  a  member  of  Bella 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M^  Weymouth,  Mam. 
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■T  Bcroa  o.  rAiaaiaKi^  u.b. 

PREVIors  to  the  ITtli  of  November.  a.i>.  1710, 
that  tract  of  land  now  known  as  the  town  of 
Bellingham  existed  merely  as  an  unimportant  por- 


sver^xertion  and  mental  anxiety  soon  told  the  strain  j  Ibn  of  the  town  of  Dedham,  whieh  town  then  ex* 
to  which  his  system  had  been  subjeoted,  as  for  several  '  tended  from  Headon  line  to  the  line  of  Providenoe, 
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R.  I.,  by  way  of  the  Petuckct  Biver;  theoM  to 
Attlcliijroui;]!  ami  Wrcntli.uii.  in  our  own  State,  and 
then  ruuning  its  northern  boundaries,  which  serve 
00  purpose  io  our  present  work.  That  purliuu  of 
thw  ate*  Ijing  between  MendoD  end  Wrentham  fiist 
OUne  to  pertictilar  l  )iih-ideration  ou  the  27th  of 
October,  A  i>.  1713,  when  the  Dedham  pmprir- 
toru  granted  tliirty-fivc  acres  of  it  to  one  Jacob 
Bartlctt,  who  was  found  already  settled  ou  the  prom- 
isee. At  thie  early  period  ao  vast  and  extenaive  was 
tlie  territorial  art  a  ihat  acquiring  land  by  purchase 
was  altnoflt  altotrctlK  i  unknown.  As  a  matter  of 
record,  the  first  public  gatherinjr  on  the  above  nauiud 
tract  was  a  meeting  of  the  settlers  called  by  virtue  of 
a  orowD  warrant,  the  retaru  upoo  whteh  was  as  fol-  I 
Iowa: 

"In  pursaaocc  of  a  warrant  tu  mc  Jirtx-tcU  by  John  Chand' 
Ear,  Siquiro,  one  of  ber  M»Jwty'>  JoflicM  of  tbe  fcac*  for  tba 
Counter  of  Suffolk,  than  an  to  gir«  Publiek  notfeo  tbftt  * 
iiH  i  tiiiL'  -iT  tlic  ijruprit'I'jrs  of  tlinl  (ract  of  laOtl  t  c!'  ii^-iii !(i 
Ucdbam  I^ing  bel«r««ii  Wrealbam,  Mention,  and  I'rorideiice 
is  •|>pirfiitcd  10  be  htld  ud  kept  at  the  houte  ef  ItaMriiii 
ThoiDnj>  Sanfurd,  in  Mvndon,  uo  llio  olevciilh  day  uf  Maroh 
aoxt  ensuing,  nt  etgbt  oVIuck  io  ibu  uoruiug,  then  and  there 
to  agrp«  upon  a  diTiiion  of  l«w)  nd  what  relatai  thoraualo, 
of  wbich  all  p«raon4  cone^rned  are  to  tnke  nutii-n  and  g'\y« 
their  att«adaao«  aooordingly.  Dated  tbit  IwwtjF-fiflb  \lmy  of 
F«lir«ai7f  a,d,  1714.  Joxatuam  Wmjit,  CbnttaWa." 

On  (he  following  March  the  scattered  populace 
aasemhled  as  above,  having  previously  divided  tiie  | 

land  into  three  divisions,  containing  lots  of  from 
twenty  to  sixty  acros  each,  anrl.  Imving  chosen  Onpt.  i 
John  Ware,  of  Wreniliain,  moderator,  and  Thomas 
Stofovd  derk,  they  proceeded  to  draw  stipe  of  paper 
from  a  box.   On  eaeh  dip  of  paper  was  a  noinber  ! 
corresponding  to  a  lot  of  land,  and  ho  who  drew  a 
number  became  the  ownor  in  f(>c-f«inip1*»  df  the  tract, 
the  numbers  running  as  high  as  one  hundred  and  I 
twenty-one,  thoa  showing  ono  bandied  and  twenty-  ' 
one  wtdein  loeaced  or  about  to  locale^   From  the 
year  171 1  to  1719  the  chief,  and,  indeed,  the  only, 
public  business  consisted  in  the  layincr  out  of  land  to 
oew-comers  and  the  grauliug  of  additional  territory 
to  those  already  settled.   In  the  year  17 19  the  people  i 
beoatto  ezoeedingly  restleaa  over  the  diSenlty  oxpe-  I 
rionoed  in  attending  church  at  Dedham  Centre  and  ' 
the  performing  of  tnwn  busine-is  there.        "  rdiiiLilv 
as  the  outgrowth  of  this  agitation,  a  petition  was 
drawn  up,*—  I 

"To  his  EsfU'ncv  t^amupl  Shule,  E--i|.,  Cupt.  Otneinl  uu.l 
Qoveroor  in  Chioff  iu  X  nvvr  bin  .M.4j<"<lic!<   I'rovinco  of  ye 
Ma«tachu»itta  Bay,  in  New  fing laud,  A,  to  y«  llonoHrable  Coun-  1 
oil  A  Hoiuo  of  Rnprefentativw  itk  (}«Berol  Court  eonvdned  at  < 

Boston. 

"  Ibe  Petition  of  Ibe  Inbabiunoe  of  a  Tract  of  Land  be-  : 


longing  to  l>pdhiim,  woiitwardof  Wr<  iillmrii.  ari  l  yo  Inhabitance 
of  a  Coosideruble  Farm  a^foynlug  thereto  and  ye  lobabitaoee 
»r  a  imall  Oamer  of  Mendea  t^aeent  Thereto  (to  ye  numbflr  of 
fnur  faniiliesi  Humbly  *li<«. 't.  :  TlvU  Wli.  r.  i-  y.  it>  ,vi  ?d 
Ibbcritaticenre  >ici(unte>i  lU  a  Kvinoat  DiFtance  irom  re  Itci^pet- 
tlve  Towns  where  they  at  prwent  beteaf:  (ris.)  Tbo  lohabit' 
nnce  of  the  Town  of  Dedham,  Io  y«  ouuibcr  uf  throe  ;kuii  :^0 
Fiiinilicj'  arc  about  Twenty  milwi  Di'lancc  from  the  Town  where 
ili'  v  1..  .ri,'  mi  l  ]>H>  Ih  iity,  ,t  being  very  Kenoate  from  Te 
I'ubJie  wortbip  of  God,  4  Tbe  Inbabilaace,  to  the  nnaiber  of 
thirteen  bmaiee  of  ye  above  8d  Fkrme  being  Six  or  Sefca 

raiica  Di«liince  from  ye  place  of  Public  womhip  ;  A  ye  Inbuli- 
itance  of  Mendon  afore  .Sd  being  about  four  miiee  Diatance; 
and  Cenalderlng  our  Hemoalenoaa  i  y«  TneottTenianoye  we  La. 

hour  under  by  K<-it«>iu  uf  tbo  name:  und  tbiit  ye  unitmi;  unl 
iDourporaiiog  uf  y«  Hbufo  .Si  Trauts  togvatber  ifc  maltiag  »i 
Them  a  Town  inajr  put  ut  in  a  way  f  n  Some  CaavenienI  Time 
tu  obt.lin  Tf  Si'tllfuicnl  of  ye  (<o«p«'l  ninong  .t'^  '  thf  unitiuff 
of  ye  .\bovr  Pd  Tra.^ty  of  Lund,  Tojjetlier  will  make  a  Town  u'. 
aboute  eereu  Mile*  Lou^;  A.  three  miles  A  half  wide)  and  Vur- 
tber  Conaiderlng  what  ya  inbabiuooe  of  ye  above  Sd  Tmet  of 
Dedham  Land  A  tbe  l''amie  are  already  Ineorporated  into  a 
Training  Couipaiiie  and  thiit  tbey  have  little  or  \o  Benefit  »f 
Town  Friveiidgea  or  having  No  benefit  of  ye  Soboola  we  do  Ri^ 
ppeelively  Ptey  to.  Tbe  whole  Number  of  Famillea  belonfing 
I  ■  VL-  iliiijve  Sd  trocts  beini!  forty  A  Land>  eooupli  hIk  h  iy  l.sii 
out  to  acoommodate  20  or  'iV  more:  Tbe  Inbabitanoc  of  PeJ. 
ham  Land  being  voated  oC  by  ye  Town  for  tbnt  end. 

"Our  Prayer  Therefore  i»  that  y<t!tr  Il  'n  .ikr-  wouM  Hrs 
tiuiiT-iy  ple.'c  to  consider  our  DifToculty  *-  itcumsluuccs  au^i  gisot 
our  petition,  which  ia  That  ye  above  Mentioned  Traetc  of 
Land  (il"  by  one  llatt  hereto  affixed  A,  Described)  way  be  in> 
corportiled  togcatherA  uado  a  Town  A  Inve»l«d  with  Town 
Prevelige?.  That  we  may  be  Tnabled  in  t'onveniaot  Time  to 
obtain  ye  Gospel  A  publio  worahip  of  Qod  settled,  Jk  onr  lneoa< 
venlanoes  by  Rcastm  of  our  SeuoatanoH  be  Removed:  granting 
u.«  (<uch  T  iiii!  iif  l>i»pi'noe  from  Pubiic  Tiixi  k  in  wi-.li  iii  yta 
shall  tbinkc  Conveniaut,  4  in  your  !<o  doiug  you  will  greatly 
obligo  ns  who  am  yonr  HnmUe  petltle«ioi» :  sad  fbr  year 
Honour?.  II:!  in  ri>n.i'ian'~-;<  are  iSound,  Shall  (broTnrpfay. 
Dated  yc  17th  Day  ol  November  1719. 

"John  Darling  Daafel  Corbet 

Xicliolai>  Cook  William  Ilaywatd 

Pelatiah  Smith  James  Smith 

Tbo.  VaMh  Vioolaa  Cook,  Jr 

John  Th-.inp«<in  Jonathan  Unywurd 

Ebenejor  liitty  t  r  Set h  Cook 

Corneliui  Darling  ■'^andl.  ThnropeoB 

Hiinill.  Ilayward  Samll.  Darling 

John  Marsh  Joseph  Thompson 

Oliver  llayward  Natbitniol  Woatherby 

Samli.  kioh  Samli.  Smith 

John  Tboropson  Jr  Tbe  [nberitaiiea  of  Ncndoa 

i.*aac  Tb:i',  cr  .tuliii  IToHiriiqlt 

Kbencier  Thoni(i»un  John  Corbet 

Riehard  Blood  Fstor  Uolbrook 

Jo^ejdi  Holbrook  Bllphalot  Holbrook. 

Zuriel  littll 
"  In  tbe  House  oTKapremtative-i 

Nov.M,  1719  Read  Aa. 
H  itii  vi  Uiat  ibe  Prayer  of  the  Pvtitlooers be  U ranted  A  That 
It  TwwuFbip  be  Erected  A  Constituted  according  therenntu 4  tbe 
Piatt  above :  Provided  They  Proeare  and  Settle  a  Icaraod  or* 
thodox  Minister  within  the  Space  orthroo  years  now  eoming. 

".And  That  .lohn  Darling,  John  Tli  puij'^'  n  ,t  J  .l.ii  .M:lr^h  be 
Impowered  to  Call  a  Town  MOBtiag  any  tiiue  in  March  next  t» 
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>Town  OBtiri  k  aimtitu'i-  ve  i>t)>«r  prudetitioll  nlTaira  of 
jt  Towa.  Th«  namo  of  th«  Tonu  u»  b«  wlUd  B«llinghau. 
"Sent  up  for  CoaonrreBa* 

"  JoaiT  BvMtfci.,  ^ftaktr. 

"  Im  CmuuU  Nov.  S7,  1719 
"  B«i4  sad  Coaeomd 

"  A  true  oopjr  exsmined 

••P.  J.  wituMi.  asw." 

Whj  or  how  the  name!  liapju'iied  to  bi;  Hi-llit)L;h»m 
caoDOt  be  told,  although  it  was  uuduubtciil^  borrowed 
tnm  Sir  Bkliaid  BelUoghtiD,  an  «uly  ooloDial  Oov 
emor.  As  will  be  noticed  from  tJie  Older  of  ineorpo- 
rjuori.  Bellingham  never  had  a  corporate  eharf*»r.  but 
came  into  existence  solely  on  the  pmvisn  thiit  a  h  unn  il 
orthodox  luinister  wa:^  »ettled  iu  three  ymte,  aud  titis 
baiag  complied  with,  the  took  faer  lUmd  tmong  tlte 
sister  towns  of  the  colony.  In  aeeordance  with  the 
allowiD^  oT  tho  pctitinn.  the  cltiwjns  came  together  at 
the  botise  of  John  Thompson,  and  organized  a  town- 
meetiog.  Thus  it  was  on  March  2,  1720,  the  first 
dwo-meetiDg  wai  bdd  in  Bdlii^heiD.  The  actkMi  of 
that  meetiog  was  the  election  of  Pclatiah  Smith 
tD'wlerstor ;  Selectmen,  John  Darlin,  Pi  l  itiiili  Smith, 
John  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Jill»oD,  aud  John  Corbet ; 
Town  Clerk,  Pelatiah  Smith ;  Treasurer,  John  Hoi- 
bnok ;  Tithtogmen,  John  HaiBh,  NicbohM  Cook ; 
men  for  the  due  observance  ofswuie,  Satuuel  Darling, 
Olivi-r  IlaywarJ,  ('niihtablcs,  Williuiu  llnvward  am] 
Nicholas  CtHik.  The  matter  of  a  house  fur  public 
worship  being  ooosidercd,  John  Darlia,  Niuholus 
Cook,  Sr.,  John  Oofbet,  John  Holbrook  were  choeen 
a  committee  tu  Giul  ii  fuitable  place  to  lucato  tlio 
V-iildin;,'.  Juliii  Corbet,  I'elatiah  J^tnilli.  Nathaniel 
Jilkon,  and  Nicholas  Cook  were  chotien  a  committee 
to  build  the  bouse,  so  far  as  (wvcring  and  inclosing 
vea  eonoemed.  At  a  meeliDg  called  in  May,  it  being 
denroos  to  have  funds,  it  was  Voted  that  no  iobabit> 
int  shall  take  in  any  cattle  from  nnv  outside  town 
without  first  payiug  twelve  pence  per  head  iiiio  the 
town  tcuasury,  this  vote  to  staud  io  foil  force  for  the 
(em  of  one  yw*'  In  the  14th  of  November  meO- 
iog  at  John  Thompson's  house  the  town  decided 
"That  the  meeting-house  should  bi-  selt  wharc  tharo 
Is  a  stake  Standing  Near  Weatherlys  corner  with  a 
heap  of  stoDca  Laid  about  said  Stake  and  a  pine- tree 
■arked  Said  Stake  Standing  In  an  old  Road  thatgoee 
ftom  ucndon  to  wrcnthan,  tho  Demeusion  of  tho 
■eelinjr-liouje  Vutcil  tu  be  :  fourty  foott  Inn^  thirty 
filOlt  wide,  Eighteen  foott  Between  Joynts.  The 
Slated  price  for  the  Laborers  for  a  Narrow  axx  man 
iadiag  hinwdf  tow  shillings  and  a  Mxpenoe  pr  Day, 
Broad  axx  man  three  shillings  pr  Jay.  finding  them* 
Mives."  It  was  alao  decided  at  tbia  aaine  meeting 
10 


that  forty  pounds  lie  raised  fbr  the  town  expenses  for 

that  year.  The  location  of  the  building  is  fixed  in 
the  vicinity  now  known  at  Priinpville,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Albert  Burr.  At  a  meeting  held  Nov.  23, 
1721,  the  vote  was  passed  that  tlie  meeting-house 
shonld  be  lathed  and  plsstered  with  white  lime,  also 
an  "  alley-way"  ahoold  be  left  four  feet  wide  throagh 
the  oentre  and  nn  "  alley-way"  four  feet  wide  between 
the  ends  of  the  seats  and  the  sides  of  the  building. 
In  January,  1772,  seventy-four  pounds  were  received 
from  the  Great  and  Oeneral  Conrt  as  a  part  of  the 
fifly  tbousaod  pound  bank.  A  very  common  practioA 
iu  our  toWTi  nt  thifs  early  period  was  the  alIowiii;r  of 
swine  to  go  at  large  duriog  the  iate  fait  aud  wiuter 
months,  sometimes  extending  the  time  even  so  late  aa 
June.  On  one  oooasioQ  in  partienlar  the  town  de* 
L'lared  any  rams  found  at  large  bfltweeo  July  and 
I  November  miizbi  be  taken  up  by  any  (me.  ami  tha 
owner  obliged  to  pay  three  shillings  ior  eaeh  otfeose, 
but  nothing  was  to  be  paid  unless  the  ram  was  first 
captured.  In  April,  1720,  the  inhabitanta  laid  oat 
sixty  six  acres  of  hwd  ibont  the  meeting-bottM  for  a 
trainiri^'  fu  I  J.  On  a  surrey  the  area  meusnre'l  "eventy- 
scvcn  acres,  the  records  saying  eleven  acres  were  for 
bad  land.  In  January,  1723,  the  town  decided  to 
grant  ifty  aeree  of  land  to  the  first  minister  settling 
in  town,  and  Mhortly  afterward  Thomas  .Smith  entered 
upon  his  duties,  in  this  same  ycnr  a  difficulty  arose 
with  Wrentham  on  account  of  the  dividing-line  be- 
tween the  two  towns,  and  considerable  spirit  was  man- 
iibated  1^  tho  people  before  the  line  was  amicably 
ailjiiHted,  Bellingham  going  so  far  as  to  choose  a  com- 
miitee  to  go  before  a  court  of  law,  and  a  tnx  was  levied 
on  cows  to  defray  the  expense  tliereoi.  The  town  aiter- 
wurd  sold  one  bandied  aud  fifly  acres  of  commou 
land,  and  realised  one  hundred  and  forty  poands, 
which  was  expended  in  -urvoying  and  other  incident- 
als connect.td  with  •■•*tal>lisliii)-_r  the  final  litu'.  .\pril 
22,  172(>,  a  tuwu-Uieetiug  was  called,  in  wliieli  it  wa^ 
decided  to  have  a  new  minister,  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  hav- 
ing left  and  Rev.  Mr.  Stuigeon  then  acting  as  pastor. 
In  the  following  meeting  it  was  fully  decided  to  dis- 
miss Mr.  Sturrenn,  and  pay  his  board  liill  of  twenty- 
six  shillings  and  his  bill  for  firewood  at  the  i^nme  time. 
In  the  following  winter  Kcv.  Jonathan  Mills  was 
ordabed.  A  familiar  and  common  praeUce  among 
our  early  settlers  was  to  Warn  people  oui~id<'  the  town 
lines.  Numerou?  instances  occur,  aiid  we  give  a  form 
as  showing  how  the  end  was  accomplished:  ^' Suf- 
folk SS.  To  the  constable  of  the  town  of  Belliugham 
Greeting.   In  bis  Majesties  name  you  are  required 

ibrthwilh  to  warn   his  wife  and  children  out  of 

oar  town  of  BeUingbam  within  fimrteen  days  aa  the 
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law  directs  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  herein-uiito  the  Selectmen."  So,  as  will  be 
observed,  an  effti'tual  roar!  wns-  opened  to  rid  the  town 
of  those  people  liable  tu  bec<jtue  jiaupers.  The  old 
meeUng-hooM  location  b»Twg  becomo  obaoxioiiB,  or 
»t  least  Dot  desirable,  on  Feb.  1, 1754,  i  Dew  bidld- 
tnir  stood  coinplcteil  near  the  town  centre,  concerning 
which  more  will  be  said  licrpafter,  and  a  town-meeting 
was  straightway  called  about  money  matters.  In 
eearehing  records  we  fiod  it  do  Doeooraioii  thing  to 
see  the  result  of  ft  D^ativc  vote  recorded  as  "  passed 
in  tlio  nagetive."  In  1755,  John  Corbet  asked  the 
privilege  of  butldinfj  a  mill  and  dam  «>ii  th«>  Charles 
River,  but  the  town  refused  to  graui  him  the  right. 
In  the  Mune  meeting  the  firat  call  (we  luiTe  obMnred) 
for  ft  nember  to  the  Gencrel  Court  was  brought  up, 
and  the  town  deci  1l  1  not  to  send  anybody.  The 
Great  ;ind  n»'Deral  (  ourt  beini;  not  only  surprised  but 
inceuised  ai  this  antiwer  to  its  decree,  promptly  titled 
the  town.  A  town<meet{Dg  wis  straightway  called, 
ftnd  ft  vole  passed  to  draw  up  a  petition  asking  the 
General  Cotirf  to  abate  the  tine.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  town  voted  two  pound.-*  and  ten  shillings  to  carry 
on  the  petitiou  and  to  cover  unforeseen  charges.  On 
the  same  dnj  the  town  decided  to  aaseas  the  sotdten 
who  enlisted  m  his  Majesty's  service,  and  not  htang 
quite  decided  'as  to  the  effect  of  thi.s  vote,  an  adili- 
tioual  vote  was  recorded  that  the  town  would  stand 
by  the  iiBtieB^ors  iu  the  assessment  of  said  soldiers. 

Id  the  early  part  of  the  year  1757  a  deuaod  was 
■gftin  made  for  a  representative,  and  the  town  again 
voted  "in  tlie  na[:etive"  at  its  May  meeting.  At 
about  this  ttiiti>  the  first  continuous  town  pauper  eame 
tu  the  suriace,  aud  being  considered  an  evil,  but  neces- 
saij  fiztDve,  he  was  passed  ftom  hand  to  hand  in 
ft  mftnner  not  to  be  envied  even  by  a  oonvict  of  our  late 
day. 

At  the  meeting  of  175!^  the  abatement  of  a  tax 
was  firet  re^juesled,  but  the  town  decided  iiut  to  abate. 

In  A|>ril,  1761,  the  town  again  voted  not  to  send  * 

representHtive.  In  1761  a  town-meeting  was  con- 
vened, and  a  committee  chosen  to  find  the  centre  of 
the  town.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  it  wn«  voted  to 
buiid  a  .second  nieuting-house  (Baptist),  and  to  locate 
the  same  on  the  knoll  in  the  eroteh  of  the  roads  at 
the  town  centre.  In  May,  l7i>  J.  the  General  Court 
again  asked  for  a  delegate,  but  the  town  passed  over 
the  warrant  by  a  large  vote.  On  March  (»,  17(54.  the 
townsmen  came  together  and  elected  officers  for  the 
year.  On  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  at  an  ad- 
journed meeting,  the  town  voted  to  annul  the  votes  of 
March  Hth,  and  tlien  proceeded  to  elect  other  and 
differcDt  officers  iu  their  stead.    At  this  action,  a  ' 


protest  signed  by  nineteen  citizens  was  sent  to  the 
G(  licral  Court  and  also  entered  on  the  record  of  the 
town.    The  Legislature  decided  that  the  March  6th 
j  meeting  was  legal  and  the  ufter-vote  void,  much  to 

i  the  sfttisfketioD  of  the  officers  first  choDeo.  The  town 
I  neglected  to  eboose  town  officers  in  full  in  1765,  end  a 

!  command  so  to  do  was  .=ient  by  tbe  court  at  Boston, 
i  The  result  of  this  action  was  a  meetiiiL' in  which  Be!- 
j  lingham  was  burdened  that  year  with  uiue  seltsctmeu 
and  Mven  asseasois.  This  aotion  stood  but  one  yesr ; 
the  town  dieoslng  the  usnal  nnmber  of  selectmen  and 

three  assessors  at  the  next  anminl  A'^semblj.    At  th-' 
I  March  meeting  in  1773,  the  condition  of  the  country 
I  being  iaau  unsettled  state,  and  the  town  beiug  greatly 
I  inconvenienced  by  the  excessive  taxation,  a  oonnnittss 
consisting  of  John  Metcalf,  John  Oorbett,  Samuel 
Scott,  William  Tlolbrook.  and    Benjamin  Partridge 
Were  chosen  to  look  into  the  condition  of  affairs,  and 
report  at  the  next  meeting.    The  town  beiug  so  ueg- 
I  Itgeot  aboni  sending  a  representative,  n  fine  wae  again 
'  imposed,  and  ft  petitloD  of  abatement  was  «ent  as  pay- 
ment.   Some  expense  accruing  in  the  conveying  of 
the  petition,  and   no  immediate  action  being  taken 
on  the  part  ul  the  Jjegislature,  the  town  vuted  Oct. 
tit  1773,  as  follows :  "  Put  to  vote  to  see  If  the  torn 
mil  aend  to  (^onrt  any  more  to  get  the  fines  of  that 
we  are  fined  for  not  sending  a  Representative  in  yssiS 
passed.    Passed  in  the  negative." 

The  industry  of  the  town,  as  also  that  of  nearly  every 
other  town  snrrounffing,  was  sgrioultnie.  The  Isigatt 
j  farm  ever  known  here  went  by  the  name  of  Rawson's 
farm,  and  its  area  amounted  to  nearly  nineteen  hon- 
dred  acres,  and  was  located  at  the  north  end. 

The  public  busioess  up  to  the  timu  of  the  Kevolu- 
tioD  appears  to  have  been  the  srttlement  of  town 
lines  and  the  consideration  of  dmidl  affairs. 

Taxation  becoming  more  and  more  burdensome 
the  people  asked  the  Genenfl  urt  in  May,  1774,  to 
assess  the  town  for  a  less  .sum,  aua  tlie  committee  laid 
before  the  ooort  the  poverty  of  the  people ;  in  addi- 
tion  to  which  they  sought  to  be  excused  from  sending  a 
representative  and  from  being  fined.  On  Sept.  2, 1774, 
nineteen  shillings  were  vtHed  to  the  General  Court  to 
assist  in  carrying  on  expenses ;  abo  to  agree  to  the 
covenant  whereby  the  citisens  declared  the  pwrchase 
of  no  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain.  The  amn 
of  twenty-five  dollars  was  voted  for  ammunition,  and 
delejrates  were  chosen  to  the  Cfmvention  at  Dedham, 
wherein  prudential  lueusures  were  adopted  on  current 
aftiin.  On  Sept  M),  1774,  the  town  ehoas  Irnle 
HolhrodE  ss  its  first  delegate,  he  to  attend** the 
Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  in  Concord  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  Oct,  next."  December  ldth,seveD 
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pooods  addttioual  were  set  out  to  the  porchaae  of  pow- 
der md  Imlktti  Stepiieii  Mctealf VMeleetad  the wd- 
fNMioMl  dakgite  ftr  SWbnuuy.  Is  tb«  Jwomtj 

meetiog  the  motioo  was  pot  to  see  if  the  towo  would 
pay  those  men  ready  to  go  at  a  mintite'-i  warninsr  in 
defease  of  the  oolooies,  and  "  not  a  hnod  was  raised 
in  the  affirmfttift.**  On  April  25,  177ft,  the  town 
"  Voted  tax  doUan  bouttij  to  itt  ahaiM  of  in«n  («aeb) 
of  the  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred  enlisted,  if 
ConsTft'J"  dr«^  not  give  it."  Dr,  John  Corbett  was 
then  chosen  to  the  CoDgress  assembled  at  Watertowo. 
Shflpbu  M«tedr«tt  alto  «nipow«rad.  At  the  BMet- 
ngof  November  3d  tbe  lint  vote  to  Mtabliab  a  new 
maty  was  taken,  and  Bellingham  voted  "  no"  unani- 
mously. At  the  next  meetiog,  held  shortly  after,  the 
town  resolved  "  that  it  ia  tbe  opinion  of  the  iohabit- 
■Blaof  tfaia  town  tbat  it  iaoonatlttttMnal  and  neeeeaary 
far  each  oounty  in  thia  colony  of  Maanehnaatita  Bay 
to  have  county  assemblies  enacted  and  established 
in  them,  the  members  to  be  chosen  one  or  more 
to  each  toifti  each  year,  with  power  to  grant  county 
tam  and  aatnUiib  tmiMf  and  to  peifiwm  all  aeta 
paper  for  aonnty  aaaemblieB.  All  tbat  are  cboaen  to 
be  paid  for  by  tboae  that  chose  them."  Bellingham 
WIS  heartily  in  aeeord  with  the  popular  feelinp;  con- 
oemiog  the  stand  taken  by  Great  Britain,  and  so 
deeply  didafan  fbel  tba  tijnatioa  that  on  July  4, 1776, 
a  towB-noeting  waa  eonfonad,  and  tba  people  daebred 
(abioet  at  the  same  moment  the  decluration  was 
proclaimed  in  PliilaJolphia),  "  that  in  ea>o  the  Ilim- 
oiable  Continenul  Congreae  should  think  it  necessary 
ftrtha  safety  of  tbe  United  CMaoieB  to  deolara  tham 
independent  of  Great  Kitain,  the  inbabitanta  of  tbia 
town  with  their  Uvea  and  fertnoea  will  cheerfully 
support  them  in  the  mi»a.«nre."  The  funr  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  was  voted  to  py  enlisting 
MUieia.  Gonoeraiog  the  fotu  of  a  new  goremnrnt 
far  the  Bute,  Bdlingham  responded  to  the  Oeoera! 
Conrt  aa  foUowaf  dated  Sept.  17,  1776,  concern- 
ing a  form  of  jjovernmenf  for  this  Slate,  as  voted  in 
lowo-meeting,  called  in  conformity  to  said  retiolve,  on 
dee  notioe  for  that  end,  held  at  Bdliogbam  on  the 
20th  9t  Ootober^  and  by  adjonmment  on  tbe  2d  of 
December  after ; 

"  W«  »n  of  opinion  that  tbt  witling  a  fom  of  ijoTeniBeat  i 
fcr  tkb  State  U  n.  mattor  of  th*  f raatMt  iniportanee  of  a  oivll  ! 
nature  thmt  wc  were  vivr  conrerned  in,  i»ii<l  oiiKht  t<i  b«  pro-  . 
wedtd  ia  with  the  grmttitt  caution  Mid  dsliberation.   It  ftp- 
jmn  to  nf  that  tb«  lat»  OodotbI  Aitenbly  of  tbii  Btato,  Sti 
Ibeir  |.r<-rlaiii,.li./n  .J;4U.  "2",  \7'fi.  have  well  expressed 

Utat  'power  aiwaj'*  recidoH  in  tbe  hotly  of  tbe  paopio.'  VV« 
udantaaA  that  aO  malt*  aboro  twentjr-one  yowrs  of  ago,  moat-  | 
'ng  in  each  »<>parnte  town  •it.  \  a'  tini^  tli«  t-iiiik-  ihin;{  and  all 
ik«tr  aet*  united  together,  tnalie  un  not  of  tbe  bod^  of  Ibu  people.  ^ 
W«  apytaMud  it  wonld  be  proper  tbat  the  tam  of  fovoraiDeat  i 


for  thia  State  to  originate  in  each  town,  and  bjr  tbat  means  < 
may  bare  ingonuitj  of  all  thf  f^uu-,  nud  it  may  qualify 
for  pablio  itatloo,  which  oigbt  bo  effootwt  if  the  prooeat  HoB- 
orable  Hottse  of  RopreMnCattreo  wonld  dirtdo  thia  State  tnte 

dinricta  of  ab>nit  tliirt  v  mile?  iliiuiiuUT,  >-r  ]rn  if  it  iipptjir  molt 
eoavoaloat,  m  that  none  be  more  than  flfVeen  miles  from  the 
ooatre  of  the  dtitriet,  thel  tliere  may  be  aa  eeqr  eommanlee* 

tirm  bi^fwfen  ea.  h  tnwn  ntij  (lie  eonfro  nf  its  district,  tbat  no 
town  be  divided,  and  tbat  eaoh  town  choose  one  man  out  of  oaoh 
thirty  inbebitaata  to  bo  a  eemmtttee  to  meet  aa  near  the  oootre 
of  the  district  as  may  be;  to  meet  about  sis  weeltf  after  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  inned  their  order  for  tbe  town* 
to  meet  to  draw  a  form  nf  giiverameBt,and  the  same  committee 
|o  eanj  wl^  them  th»  form  of  |p>Terament  their  tuwn  has  drawn 
*t  tbe  dSitriet  meeting  and  eonfwre  then  together,  and  propose 
to  their  towns  what  nitemtion  their  town  in  their  opinion  ought 
to  nuike,  and  mid  ooutmiltoo  in  each  district  acyoam  to  earrjr 
to  their  ievoni  towat,  and  lay  lMfi»re  tbem  in  town-weetiiig  for 

rh;,*  ••inl,  llif  rnriii  <<r  j^iiverrmient  ^■ai'.I  fllflrift  has  nirrei'.I  lo, 
auU  the  town  agrees  to  or  alters  as  they  s««  meet ;  after  which  tbe 
dltlriat  eemmlttee  omoI  aeaoediac  le  a^earnmeet  aad  revtae 

the  form  of  pnvernrnent;  after  whinh  imeh  riiytrirt  cnmmittpe 
choose  a  Liuiii  a»  a  ouiiiiiiitle«  lo  lucL-t  ull  nit  uiic  ui/iuiuiU<-o  nt 
Wiitprtnnii  at  twelve  weeks  after  the  order  of  tbe  Iloucu  of 
Kepresenutives  for  tbe  feowa*  tret  meetiag  to  draw  a  form  of 
government,  whieh  committee  of  tbe  whole  State  may  1m  em* 
powered  to  send  precepts  to  the  several  towns  in  this  State  t« 
ehooae  one  man  oat  of  fiaty  to  meet  is  oonTODtioa  at  Water- 
town,  or  eneb  other  town  aa  oaeh  eommittee  ihatl  Jadge  beat. 
Six  wi'tiks  t'rc.in  tlie  tiiiu-  i)f  'iii'l  ■tistriet's  last  sitting  tliu  s^id 
one  man  out  of  sixty  to  meet  in  ooDVtntion  to  draw  from  the 
feme  of  goverameat  drawn  by  eaeh  dlatriet  eommittee  em 
form  of  governiin'iit  for  tbe  whole  Stuff!:  after  which  said 
convention  send  lu  uMh  town  the  form  of  government  they 
Ihw*  drawn  for  tbe  town's  oonfirmatioB  or  alteration,  then  ad- 
jonm.  notifying  eaoh  town  to  make  return  to  tbem  of  their  do- 
ings at  said  convention,  and  at  said  acUouroment  Mid  conven- 
tion ilranr  a  general  plan  or  form  of  government  for  this  isiate^ 
so  tbat  they  add  aothiog  to  aor  diminiah  nothing  from  the 
general  aeaio  of  eaeh  tewn«  aad  tbat  aaeh  town  be  at  the  eiiaite 
of  all  thaiy  employ  ta  tbe  aflair. 

"  Doctor  Johx  Corbett, 

Coeoirm  Jovir  MncAir, 
"  Ri.nr.R  Noah  Ai.Dfv, 
"  Dbx(x>s  Sam l: el  Darlino, 
**  lawn.  Bwn  Ball, 

"  Ciiuiuiitffi," 

.\eeordiTijr  to  tlio  desire  of  tlio  Oencnil  rnnrf,  a 
vigiiant  i"  C')tiimitiee  was  chosen  on  March  5,  1777, 
oonsii^ttii^  of  Jonathan  Draper,  Daniel  FeoaimaD, 
Asahd  Holbfook,  David  Seoti,  and  Eiekiel  Batea. 
In  April,  a  oertaio  party  being  sick,  a  town-tue.  tiDg 
was  straightway  convened,  and  it  was  votcil  tluii  the 
man  had  the  smallpox,  and  in  ooosetjuence  of  this 
Yote  a  hospital  was  cstabHdied  In  the  woods.  Oo  the 
reoorda  we  And,  Voted  tbat  the  town  forbid  any 
person  from  having  tbe  smallpoz  in  tbe  bouae  of 
Dnnicl  ir  8i!n<«  IVtminmn.  pxe.^pt  .«aid  Silas,  now  sick, 
and  if  any  pernoD  or  persons  be  so  prudumptuous  as  to 
have  tbe  smallpox  in  either  of  tbem  two  houses  they 
shall  forfeit  to  the  town  ten  pounda,  to  be  recovered 
by  tbe  treaanrer."   Eiekiel  Batea  waa  cboaen  to  look 
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into,  reoeiTe  eridcDoe,  ud  dedde  on  Tory  omwb.  The 
Ibrm  of  goT«niiiieii(  propoMd  oo  May  2&t  1778,  by 

iho  General  Court  was  voted  on  by  tho  town,  and 
unanimously  adopted  by  a  vole  of  seventy  three  per- 
sons. The  names  of  tbo«e  citixeos  of  this  town  who 
■erred  in  tbe  CbntiDuital  army  ere  as  fbllows : 


Amos  EIIt«. 

Samuel  riokwing. 

Nsthftii  Holbniok. 

SIOMB  AlvtlOB. 

Ahijali  tf  illirook. 

John  ChiUon. 

S«lb  Hulbruok. 

Uob«r(  i^iuilb,  Jr. 

NftlhMM  Thajrar,  Jr. 

Eltabu  Aldan. 

Dcnni?  Darling;. 

Caleb  TbomtMon. 

David  Cook,  Jr. 

Dii-.  1  1  oit. 

J«b«x  .M«iis«If. 

I.ut  Perry. 

6tepb«a  Pany. 

•Fo^epli  Perry. 

Jobn  tiodoian. 

Amabel  Ilolbrook. 

Jotliua  ItiirKng. 

David  P«rr/. 

Levi  Daniels. 

Henry  Hofbroolr. 

Patar  Albaa^ 

Jool  T.i'i:. 

Ihrnlal  Tnak. 

Joieph  FruDt. 

Nathaa  . 

BtcpliM  Wynm. 

Abear  Wight. 

Elii^ha  Ilaywnrd. 

Phtnean  ({olbruolti- 

Amariab  llulbrook. 

SylvenuK  Scott,  Jr. 

Ab«l  Bullartl. 

Samuel  Arnold. 

Bcqjimin  Twitchell. 

David  Joaor. 

John  Roekwood. 

Joaapb  Ward,  Jr. 

M'iHiaiii  Cbuse,  Jr. 

Jobn  AmoM. 

Tbaddeua  Oilwoii. 

Capt.  Jefto  Uolbrookw 

Jobn  Phillips. 

Oeor^  Sloeomb. 

Mu^c«  Hill. 

Pi  ll  11 1  mil  1). 

lobabwl  Botworth. 

EzekicI  Hay  ward. 

AoiM  ThomfMoe. 

Jooalhan  Saott. 

Bcnjniuiii  riirki 

Levi  liockwood. 

Joth  I'billi|>% 

Silat  A>lnui». 

Calab  Philllpt^  'r. 

John  Cliilson. 

Jaineif  Bniley. 

Etekiel  Thayer. 

Af>A  llolbrook. 

Samuel  Wight,  Jr. 

Jobn  Cook. 

John  I'phain. 

fianiel  Co»ll|  Jr. 

John  Uall. 

Samod  Adsot. 

Noab  A  Men,  Jr. 

Oliver  Perry. 

Ii-halKid  Itrapcr. 

Ditvid  SUplM. 

Icb«b«d  .*<earer. 

Nathan  FreBcnan. 

Joeepb  Partridge. 

("vrii^  T!i'>iii|i>iiri . 

Richard  Diirlinff. 

Joseph  Itockwood,  Jr. 

J(»(«ph  Oartridge. 

Aaran  HtB. 

Amoa  Adame. 

Ebvn  Darling. 

,'»nniiir'l  Twi^t. 

David  Bclrber. 

lijiviil  Tbomp»OD. 

Klias  Tbayer. 

Stephen  Ka^tey. 

J«bn  Coowiif,  Jr. 

Bennerj  UolbrookT^ 

MovM  Darliuj;,  Jr. 

BiOah  Halbr«ak»w 

Lavi  Darlisg. 

In  early  deys  the  del^etes  were  not  allowed  their 

own  jndgdMnit  in  pttblle  effain,  but  were  iDstructed. 

Rev.  Noah  Alden,  pastor  of  the  Buptlst  Church  at 
that  tiriK*,  wh<8  chosen  a  deh'^nto,  and  the  town  ia- 
fltrueted  him  as  follows :  "  8ir, —  Vou  being  chosen  by 
(he  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  represent  them  in  a 
oonvention  proposed  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  on  the 
1st  day  of  September  next,  for  tbe  sole  purpose  of 


fhnniog  a  Constitution  or  Ibrm  of  goTeramcnt  for  the 

Naaaachusetts  Bay  Colony,  we,  yoor  constituents, 
being  legally  assembled  in  town-meeting  on  this  IRth 
day  of  Au'rust.  1779,  clnini  it  a<«  our  inhercTit  rii;ht 
at  alt  times  to  instruct  those  that  represent  us,  but 
more  necessary  on  suoh  an  important  object  as  that 
of  a  form  of  govemmonl,  which  not  only  so  nearly 
concerns  our  interests,  but  our  posterity.  We  <!<>,  in 
the  first  place,  instruct  you,  previous  to  your  entering 
upon  the  framing  the  form  of  government,  you  sec 
that  end)  part  of  the  State  have  pro|>erly  delegated 
their  power  for  iKicfa  a  purpose,  and  that  a  bill  of 
rights  be  framed  wherein  the  natural  rights  of  in- 
dividuals be  clearly  ascertained, — that  is,  all  siu  b 
rijihta  as  the  supreme  power  of  the  State  eball  have 
no  authority  to  control,— to  be  a  part  of  the  Conatito- 
tion ;  that  you  use  your  influence  that  the  l^idntive 
power  cotisLst  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Reprctwnta- 
tives,  the  representatives  to  be  annually  chosen 
from  the  towns,  aa  they  were  previous  to  the  jear 
1776.  That  the  Constitution  been  framed  that  elee* 
tiona  be  free  and  frequent,  most  liltdy  to  prevent 
bribery,  corruption,  and  unchaste  influence.  That 
the  executive  power  be  <«o  lodged  as  to  .'.xoeute  the 
lawa  with  dispatch.  The  Senate  to  have  knowledge 
of  the  House,  but  to  revise  and  propose  nunod- 
mentB  to  it,  and  wlien  not  agreeing  to  net  na  one 
body,  the  senators  to  be  annually  chosen  by  tbe  peo* 
pl(».  Thai  the  holding  the  Court  of  Probate,  graotiog 
of  license,  and  registering  deeds  in  but  one  town  in 
the  county,  aa  heretoibrB  established,  has  beoD  n 
grievous  burden  to  us.  That  yon  nae  your  inflaeaee 
that  the  Constitution  be  so  framed  that  each  incor- 
porated town  may  have  power  to  hold  :it)d  f'xerri«e 
powers  of  a  Court  of  Probate,  and  to  grant  licco8e£, 
and  to  record  their  deoda  withb  the  aeveral  towos* 
We  further  instruct  yon  that,  when  you  have  dmwn 
a  form  of  government  or  the  outlines  thereof,  yott 
cause  a  fair  copy  theroof  to  be  printed.  That  you 
uae  your  influence  that  tbe  oonvcutioo  adjourn  to 
some  fbture  day,  and  the  copies  so  printed  be  laid 
before  your  aerend  towns  for  their  oonsideratba  nnd 
amendment,  to  be  returned  to  the  convention  st  their 
adjournnHnit.  Tn  t!ii«  way  we  think  the  !«en!«e  of  the 
Sute  at  large  will  be  most  likely  to  be  collected. 
That  the  judicial  be  so  established  that  justice  may 
be  impartially  demonstrated  without  being  obl^j^  to 
be  at  such  an  enormous  expense  to  gentlemen  of  the 
law  to  argtie  caa?:cf».  That  right  of  trial  by  jury  be 
kept  sacred  and  close,  as  has  been  the  late  usual 
practice  in  this  State.  That  the  atatntea  of  Old 
Bn^and,  or  any  part  thereof,  nor  any  fordgn  laws 
be  adopted  in  tbb  Constitntion.  That  a  county  an> 
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eetnblj  be  established  to  graat  coQUty  tazoH  in  each 
eodDty,  and  to  ael  in  aUotfaw  matters  appcrmining 
thereto." 

In  October,  1780,  a  oomcnittpo  <  }ii»t  ii  l.»  favor 
.1  Dew  county  to  be  set  off  Ironi  SullMlk.  At  the 
meetiog  of  April  2,  1781,  the  town  axsisted  in  the 
deetion  of  John  Hanoodt,  Oorenior,  and  bu»  faonor, 
Thomas  Cushing,  Lieutenant-Governor.  Stephen 
Metcalf  was  a;.r:un  elected  repreaentaiivo.  The  name 
of  no  other  tuan  appears  as  representative  from  Bellinjr- 
hua  for  a  long  term  of  years.  On  the  6th  of  May, 
1782,  ho  was  again  elected,  and  inatraeted  by  the  town 
IB  follow* : 

"AV,— HsTiag  «boNn  yoa  to  reprMeDtth«towii  in  the  Oen- 

er»l  Cour*  ilie  «ti";i'ii;  v.~ir,  wo  think  in<''  t  to  .  •  v,.'i  t'l'- 
f'jlluwiog  instruction':  Wher«M,  the  Oovornorii  cjilnry  lor  a 
;Mr  htu  be«a  elaran  baodnd  poundx,  and  Counnlors  mtm 
•hill'iDg*  for  one  day,  and  .Scnston!  10  i>hillin^a  a  day,  we  think 
ihcm  •ums  exorbitant,  and  ne  initriict  you  to  u.'e  your  utiiuxit 
«Dd«avoni  and  intluonce  t»  have  thoru  inliiric*  Ie«»onod  and  all 
Mkrrf  in  tliie  Coniaionw«al(h  to  be  Mt  at  a  raasoaabl*  rata,  and 
tkat  all  p«r»oo«  under  pay  fran  tbe  Cnmnion wealth  that  arc 
not  almolutely  nece»^ary  fur  the  Ku«iness  thereof  be  di^iiiis^e^l, 
Md  thMt  there  majr  be  a  kaw  made  that  erery  repreMotatire  be 
piM  eat  «f  hi*  own  town  treniury  raeb  aniai  lu  be  and  hie  town 
•hall  ngrti  up'iri  f-r  iitlLMi  lrm,  r  »  hilf  Vic-  t*  ^sriiii_'.  m  l  'h  it 
ike<i«neral  Court  b«  removal  out  of  Buttun  and  ;ct  in  lomo 
•Ibtr  town,  «tid  that  tbo  aonoal  eapesM  of  thii  State  be  aae«r- 
l«iD«<l  that  is  ufcd  for  it«  r,nn  <t>jipiirt.  and  the  annual  incoiiio 
ibercvt^  and  bow  the  nixm  \  h.i^  bc.u  ejipundcd  that  ha;  been 
fiaatad  toward  itf  4n|)|>ort,  unil  how  much  it  in  in  debt  when 
*bat  U  grunted  U  all  paid,  that  »o  the  people,  who  have  a  right 
to  know,  may  Icnowbow  tbe  money  ia  ex|>«Bded  that  they  pay; 
lod  a  Mparale  account  of  the  annual  expei)««  thi>  (\<iiiu)on- 
■ealtb  ii  at  for  and  toward  Continental  oharfer,  and  how  mneb 
tlii  Slate  is  In  debt  for  Oontlnoatal  affairt.  and  that  tboi«  ba 
:  ririto.l.  published,  and  *i  rit  t'>  ciu  fi  tnnt.  in  the  Stale  every 
year  the  *taie  of  it«  treasury  and  of  what  luoitej  baa  b«ea  aixi 
froB  tiina  to  Uiaa  Is  granted  and  bow  oxpended,  that  for  tbiti 
GoTcmnjent  and  ro:jiiiii  iit'il  nffairr.  'fparntp.  m  !  «!'.i~rciis  the 
Bod*  of  Irlats  in  our  cuiumon  law  oourt«,  the  auuiiuy»'  fee* 
that  tb^jr  4«n>and  ii  «o  extrarafi^ot  that  poorer  «ort  of  paopla 
■■•••eaiSilatcd  to  nufler  ovary  injury  withoat  being  able  to 
•buia  radna*  in  oomutoa  mnrM  of  b»w  of  whiah  a  radrass 
oaght  to  ba  «btaiaad/' 

The  same  gentleiuau  was  chosen  by  the  town  at  its 
tnt  alBrmatiTQ  aetion  on  a  new  eooaty  to  represent 

its  will.  Til  1784  the  town  voted  not  to  send  any  one 
to  till-  (}<.  ii»!ral  Court.  On  the  followins  year  Stephen 
Metcalf  was  atrnin  cmpowerefl  fn  attend,  but  before 
leering  the  town  instructed  him  to  use  hiti  "  utwo^l 
endeaTor  that  the  Stnnp  Act  made  last  session  of  the 
Gciitral  Oonrt  be  repealed,  and  that  a  law  he  passscd 
ulliiwinir  nn  aetion  in  any  other  county  than  where 
the  defendant  residt','*.  Also  that  the  Governor's  wilary 
and  other  servants  of  the  State  be  made  less,  and  ali 
other  needless  «ipeiiae  fedaeed/*  The  town  bdng 
intemlad  in  flahing  to  aome  extent,  ehoae  Joseph 


I  Holbroolv  to  join  with  the  other  towns  on  the  Charles 
River  in  a  petition  to  the  Qeneral  Court,  for  ^  ways 
I  to  be  opened  throu<;h  dams  on  the  river  to  allow  the 
free  passage  of  fish."    In  1787  the  town  cast  sixty- 
jwven  votes  for  Governor,  sixty-three  of  which  wore 
for  John  Hancock ;  also  in  the  same  meeting  Lieut. 
I  Aaron  Holbrook  was  ohoaen  representative  in  plaoe 
'  of  Jndge  Metcalf,  who  alone  had  represented  the 
town  previoUHly.    Jjicut.  Holbrook  wa.s  instnicted  to 
influence  the  establishment  of  cnnrt"  in  ri  -mkiII  circuit, 
also  that  he  do  bis  best  to  csuibiish  credit,  -  that  he 
use  his  power  to  have  what  was  called  a  dry*tax  light, 
and  that  the  banefoll  '  gugaws'  of  Biiton  and  all 
West  India  goods  that  the  Publick  can  best  do  with- 
out be  heavily  dutied.    We  charge  you  to  encourage 
home  manufactorys."     In  December,  1787,  Kev. 
I  Noah  Alden  was  sent  to  the  convention  in  Boston  to 
'  give  exprcesion  to  tbe  town's  mind  on  the  proposed 
j  Constitution,  and  which  expression  had  lieen  previously 
I  declared  in  thiit  it  was  against  the  ndoption.  The 
!  first  action  taken  by  the  town  in  national  govern- 
ment affairs  was  at  a  meeting  held  Dee.  18, 1788,  in 
I  which,  aa  national  represenUtive,  Fisher  Ames  re- 
cfived  eight  votes  and  William  Heath  pix  Electors 
fur  <  Imier  nf  1'resident,  Jabcz  Fisher  and  Caleb  Duvis, 
two  votes  each.    As  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  Lient.  Holbrook  served  two  years,  the  town  in 
the  year  1789  sending  no  one.    In  1791,  Lieut. 
Holbrook  was  returned  to  the  General  Court,  and 
specially  empowered  to  seek  a  division  of  Suffolk 
I  County.   At  (he  same  meeting  it  was  "  put  to  vote  to 
f  see  if  the  town  will  provide  a  honse  for  the  moonlar 
tion  of  the  smallpox,  and  voted  no.   Secondly,  voted 
that  the  town  disapprove  of  the  amallpoz  ooming 
into  town  Contrary  to  Law." 

In  1784  (one  hundred  years  ago)  Beliinghaui  had 
as  her  citisena  the  following  persons : 


David  Me4«»lf. 

Beigamin  (^pcar». 

Stopbao  llatealt. 

Nathan  Bolbrook. 

John  Metcjilf. 

.''elh  Holbrook. 

John  Metcalf,  Jr. 

Eben  Holbrook. 

Jonathan  Hatoalf,Jr. 

Aiul  Uolbrook. 

John  Coombs. 

AsrOB  Bolbrook. 

John  Coombs,  Jr. 

Jasopb  Holbrook. 

Junathitn  Hill. 

Josopb  Holbrook,  Jr. 

Aaron  Uill. 

Pater  Holbrook. 

Varld  Hill. 

Aiahol  Holbrook. 

K  Ih  I  t  ~inith. 

A»n  Holbrook. 

Abel  Suitb. 

J«*»e  Holbrook. 

Bbenner  Piabor. 

Dariaa  Holbrook. 

A[i-"-  K'.Iis. 

Amariah  HollirooJc. 

Uci^amto  Partridge. 

Joel  Jeuokii. 

Joaeph  Partridga. 

Bn*  Poreatall. 

Job  Partridge. 

Hli»lia  Tiurr. 

Jubn  l'Arlrid|;«. 

Bdujaiuin  Iiu»«. 

Jnbn  Corbit.  1I.D. 

Nathaniel  Batt«rw«ftb. 
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8»a»al  CM». 

Jolmioa  SteMtor. 

Jochua  I<ull.'iri1. 

Obc<iiiib  AJttint. 

Jofisb  VVhtJcltHJk. 

Samuel  Adanw. 

Eben  Wbeelook. 

Anoi  Adam*. 

Oidaon  Alb«e. 

BllM  AdaoM. 

Nalbaa  Albee. 

Jeplba  Wedge. 

Stephen  Albe*. 

Duiel  Wodg*. 

Ab«l  Alb««. 

DktM  Eujwni. 

Jm»m  AlbM. 

A?:!  Piirid. 

 Tbuytr. 

Eli  Pood. 

Joutbu  Wrifht 

L(m  Poad. 

Jiinafluin  Howe. 

John  Clark. 

Duvid  Luwreooe. 

Samuel  Clark. 

David  I'eDoituan. 

Imm  BatM. 

Sainoel  Pent] i man. 

Timothy  Merrimaa. 

Joeiah  PennimaD. 

Amariah  Jone«. 

A  total  of  .scTenty-ODe,  all  of  wlioiii  reflidcd  in  the 
thirty-one  dw(>llinir-hon?cs  tliPD  st.indinir,  with  ao 
accoiupaiiimeot  of  twenty-nine  barns.  John  Metcalf, 
Jr.,  poMBMed  two  hw-dUIs,  and  Joho  Corbit  one, 
the  only  mechanical  imluHtry  io  town.  Acres  of 
land  cultivated,  127;  English  mowing'  Imd,  170; 
meadow-graiiii,  151;  pasture  land.  .'.30;  woodland, 
171  i  other  land,  1974.  Annual  umount  of  cider, 
in  bmreb,  110.  Nnmber  of  bones,  35 ;  oxen, 
40;  oowi,  152;  jonng  ■took,  62;  sheep,  86;  ind 
swine,  38. 

In  1793  and  1796  no  represenfativ!  was  .sent,  and 
in  May  of  the  itame  year  a  warrant  was  i^ucd  bear- 
ing the  wonis  Norfolk  County,"  all  previous 
b»Tiog  "Snflblk  BS."  upon  their  face.  The  oioe 
towns  in  the  nrw  county,  through  >onae  dissatisfac- 
tion, considered  the  pr(»position  of  returning  to  Suf- 
folk. Bellinghaiu  loudly  rcmoatitrated  against  it, 
and  oboee  a  flomnittee  to  oppose  any  sneh  action. 

In  the  next  snonal  meeting  Josq»Ii  Holbnwk  wsa 
clectt'd  representative,  and  his  pay  placed  at  one 
dollur  per  day.  the  town-fathers  fnrther  declaring  "  if 
he  receive  more,  he  uhall  pay  it  to  the  town."  About 
this  time  the  GoDeral  Omnt  ordered  a  snrToy  of  the 
different  towns  in  the  State,  and  Jndge  Hetoalf  was 
cho»en  to  the  work  here,  but  we  cannot  give  the 
result  of  hi?  effort,  as  it  iii  not  a  matter  of  record. 
In  IT^ii  the  town  located  guide-boards  for  public 
oonvenieooe,  and  io  tlie  next  meeting  oonsidered  the  I 
fosMbility  of  uniting  with  other  towns  for  the  par^  | 
pose  of  eJit«l)lisliiiig  a  post-road  to  Dcdham,  what 
is  now  known  as  the  old  Boston  and  Hartford  turn- 
pike. Two  years  jtrevious  to  this,  however,  the 
matter  was  privately  agiuted,  as  the  folloviog  letter  j 
will  show:  i 

■•  Dkmum.  Miin-li  27.  irn4. 
"AVr,— After  jour  good  triabcaexpre««cd  lowiird  «labli«bing  i 
a1iat«raUewoaUM  mUdh  md  baAw««t  BostiM  and  Hart-  j 
fefd,  we  M  •  liUta  dlaanMiatad  at  nat  rwdvlDf  so  pnmpi  an  ■ 


■■■war  to  oar  ptofMaal,  wbtab  I  bad  tba  baoor  M  praaaat  wifb 

the  artiolea  of  ifiiilinn  of  the  first  hranch  ineloied  to  yon 
lately,  requesting  your  tpeeiiy  auiiwor,  winob  i»  not  yel  re- 
aalvad.  Hart  a  aamber  of  u!<  have  astocintod  to  nut  aanlafaa 
•tatadlj  froin  Boaton  to  Smitb'a,  in  Balliagiuua,  a*  aooa  M  (ba 
rent  of  the  line  in  oompleted.bat  oannot  proeeed  to  the  azpecMM 
of  purchasing  eight  ooacb-horMi  with  oarriage*  nntil  soma 
ooafideotia)  [wraona  aloag  tba  road  aball  aaaaro  of  i(a  baias 
oontinned  tbrough  to  Hartford.  And  If  yon  tbfnk  beat  to  bare 
n.'  oiirm-liMii  with  u^,  wi-  rc<|ao?t  tokti'iw  it  iinme'Jititfly,  thi" 
otben  may  be  taken  intu  the  oompany,  with  full  resolution  to 
cany  it  iato  «faet»  and  we  bope  yet  we  ahall  set  bava  ta  ngnU 
tba  diHiuclination  of  so  nMc  pxrlnor. 

In  baatOt  tbougb  with  esteem,  I  am 

**  Yvu  vaiy  hombla  aarvaat, 

^Fnaaa  Airsa." 

"  To  SasAToa  HsrcALr,  BmLmoaAW." 

"PHtt*l»ltrnu,  April  I,  I7M. 

-11    i»:n  Mrri'Ai.F,  Esq.; 

"  Mif  iHar  Sir, — On  nj  noiioa  tbe  road  to  Hartford  bir 
Dedham,  Meadon,  and  Pomftet,  ia  agreed  to  tn  tbe  oomBittaa 

of  the  whole  HnUff  «.ti  iIk-  [  !  HI  i;  Iiil!.  l!  will  {.mbith 
paaa  tbe  Uouae,  and  I  will  and«aver  by  propar  etplaaationt  to 
pneare  for  It  a  dae  eonai deration  la  tba  Sanata.  Shaald  ft  be 
t!;t:ibIii«1-iD  1  tty  laiT  tliAt  a  mui1  sliall  be  put  on  iho  middle  road, 
it  will  bt!  luiporliitit  thai  th«  tuwnt  thoold  exert  tbemaelrei 
more  than  they  bare  done  heretofore  to  work  on  tbe  higbway 
and  render  tbe  middle  road  paaaable.  I  thought  it  might  ba 
naefbl  to  give  you  early  information  oo  tbi«  snbject.  There  ii 
again  a  hope  of  peace.  Some  among  a«  have  tbeir  paMiont 
raiaod  to  tbe  war  pltob,  and  otben  woald  like  a  war  agaiaat 
tbrirdebta;  bnt  tbe  prerailing  daaire  ta  paaee.  It  will  be 
iieof-sjirv,  Ixiwevir,  So  prcjtare  for  war.  -.if  it  i-  thought  that  it 
will  prove  tbe  most  effectual  way  to  avoid  it.  Oar  bappy 
ooantiy  eaena  to  etaad  ia  need  of  little  more  Aaa  paaea  and 
gixi.l  orJcr  to  Bccuru  it«  prnspiTity .  1  own  I  dread  war,  hy 
which  we  oan  gain  nothing  and  may  ioae  everything  a 
people.  The  arrangementa  wbioh  tbe  preaent  oriUoal  poetan 
of  affair*  demands  will  delay  the  te»«ion  of  Congrea*  for  aona 
time.  It  i(  however  ex  pooled  that  we  (ball  ruse -by  tba  aiiddit 
of  May  at  tba  lataat.  I  am,  dear  «ir.  wftb  flilaaB  aod  tefai^ 
*■  Yonra  traly, 

''PmasaAifai." 

This  road  was  finally  established  and  a  post-mail 

placed  ou  tlie  same  tliroui;h  Jlr.  Ames'  iBfluenee  with 
tbe  national  government,  the  towns  and  Statue  of 
Massachusetts  and  Coanecticut  assisting  in  tbe  con- 
BtrnetioD. 

The  town  finding  some  difienltj  in  obtaining  the 

church  for  public  meetings,  chose  a  committee  to  pass 
upon  the  feasibility  of  constructing  a  new  building, 
and  the  finding  of  a  suiuble  location  therefor.  This 
eommitteo — 

"  havlag  met  and  taken  the  natter  lato  eoaifakiatloa,  sfi*^ 

Hble  to  appointment,  beg  leave  to  report:  Tbat  we  ara 
of  «>|iini<>n  that  the  moil  central  and  convenient  *pot  fvt 
erecting  Mid  building  it  on  the  land  now  oecupu  'l  liv  David 
Joaea,  aittiated  at  tbe  and  of  tbe  road  leading  from  £aafcial 
Batea'  dwelliaff-boaae  to  tbe  road  kaewa  aa  the  Taantea  im4 

and  if  bounde<l  partly  on  tliu  wr-t  by  tlip  -".ii  I  Tauntcii  roa'l. 
The  aaid  Joaea  propoaea  giving  tita  town  one  aore  of  land  for 
tbe  parpoae  of  aettiaf  anM  hoaaa  and  otbar  bnlldlnga  apaa^ 
pmiidiat  Mid  town  wf  U  agna  to  araet  raah  a  bvIMing  as  wiU 
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of  yobUa  wonUp. 


(be  T«11|i0u  Moiatjr  !•  mid  town  ttt  m 


*'Ezi!KieL  Uates, 
"  LABAiT  Bates, 
"Joan  SOAMMBLX, 
"XUAk  WlORT, 


CommitUt." 


"  Belliiigiiam,  M*rcb  15,  a.d.  1800. 
*     llM  odcnicatd,  4»  htnty  pnpoM  to  111*  lahkUlMto 

of  MiH  RflItTigh«m  that  we  wil]  anilertake  the  building  of  » 
poblie  hoa(«  in  Mid  luwu  tur  tii«  purpose  of  beUec  MooniBO- 
d>llilC«iidiBfa«litt»nU  to  tran«*ct  their  pubttoMkMnuia.  We 
fttfmuM  hooM  to  be  fortjr-i?e  by  fifty  fepf  on  the  ftrouml, 
tw«Bty>flr*  ftet  posts,  and  on«  poreb  of  fouiuea  fett  square, 
•hieb  shall  be  built  of  good  materials  and  be  well  wrought  ; 
pntfidiof  aaid  U>wi\  will  gnat  tb«  nua  of  om  ihouaand  dollar*, 
ftft  btnidraA  to  be  ammii  aad  jmM  into  tb«  towsary  for  the 
ibore  iiur|K..«.-  (,T  tliM  first  d»y  .if  A|iril,  190],  and  the  other  five 
kudred  tu  b«  paid  bj  April  1,  1S02,  aad  alio  to  graat  U*  the 
pritil*g««r  bntldtsy  pm  In  nOd  honM  fbrtb*  Msoinaodatimi 
of  the  religioua  societjr  in  l')wu,  ami  giving  un  the  benefit  of 
Um  m1«  of  aid  pewi  to  defray  in  part  the  expense  of  («id  buiid- 
nt;  M4irtlMabonprapgtol»tlHMMb«Mes|itadb7»?«teof 
*ili  town,  we  do  hereby  jj^iotly  and  icreralljr  agree  and  en- 
gage to  completely  finish  said  house  without  any  other  axpMue 
to  mU  town,  ami  «*  will  gin  bnda  to  MonUy  Car  tb*alMve 


"  b  tMflaioiiy  wbwMif  w*  b»T*  hereto  set  our  1 

"Labajc  Batm,  **  Jmt  BeAaum, 

"  Bliab  Wight,  "  .Tonv  Cntisox, 

'-SlMKOa  HOLBBOOK.         ".Il>*KPII  Ka  I  1<I1A>  KS, 

"Sbtb  BOLsaoOK,         "^^Aui  ii.  r>Ai{Lt)(«,  Jr., 
"Stephen MirrcAtr,  Jr.,  "Eusua  Bubb." 

In  the  September  meeting  tlie  above  was  accepted 
by  the  town,  uud  ilie  firf  t  •■-um  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars messed.  Joseph  Fuirbauka  hayiog  aet  up  a  saw- 
aad  grui'ttill  on  the  Charin  Ktot,  mw  wImto  die 
Caryville  Sf  ilk  now  stand,  the  selectmeQ  laid  oat  the 


ruad  now  known  as  Pearl  Street,  the  road  running  to 
ibe  Franklin  line  from  the  old  turnpike.     From  1796 
to  IbUO  the  towQ  was  not  represented  in  the  L^gisU- 
tan,  btti  in  the  lat-iwBed  jmt  L»b«n  Bates  wae 
<l«lcd  to  that  office,  aernng  alee  in  1804.   In  1802 
the  town  declined  to  be  represented.    In  December 
of  the  same  year  the  town  Hccpted  of  the  new  meet- 
iog-houae  (our  present  town  hail),  uud  Thomas  Bald- 
win, of  Boetony  wae  decided  npon  te  preaeh  the  dedi- 
cition  semon.   A  eommittee  was  eheeen,  and  the 
<:lergy  in  surrounding  towns  invited.    A  subscription- 
paper  was  then  circulated  for  tbo  support  of  f^crvices.  ^ 
This  uut  meeting  with  much  iuvur,  the  town  voted 
tne  hundred  delbm  io  lien  theraof,  and  B«t.  N.  W. 
Rathbum  was  called.  At  the  next  annual  meeting 
•hihn  Bates  was  chosen  town  clerk,  in  place  of  Eliab  | 
Wight,  who  had  served  the  town  in  that  capacity  for 
a  long  term  of  y<iar8.    in  1804  the  town  exchanged 
tite  old  tndniog-groand  fi»r  n  new  one  aliont  the  new 


The  dilEenl^  ariiiDg  from  the  attendance  npon 


pahlifl  dotim  «l  BelUngham  Centre  on  account  of  the 
great  dietanee,  and  this,  aided  bj  the  growth  of  West 

Medway,  so  nearby,  culminated  In  1B07  in  a  petition 
for  a  new  town  t'ormed  from  parts  of  Bellingham, 
Fraokiin,  Medway,  and  Holliston.  A  viewing  com- 
mittee ftom  the  Le^atttK  ricited  the  pfemisea  and 
reported  adversely.  In  1816  the  matter  was  again 
agitated,  and  a  hearing  granted  by  the  standin-;  com- 
mittee of  the  Hotise  of  Representatives.  This  com- 
mittee decided  favorably,  providing  a  portion  of  that 
part  taken  from  Bellingham  was  relinqnished ;  bnt 
the  people  declining  to  do  this,  the  deeision  was  again 
adverse.  In  1823  the  matter  was  brought  up  again, 
and  several  hearings  granted,  in  May,  1.824,  the  fol- 
lowing petition  was  sent  to  the  Senate  and  General 
Ooart  '*  The  nndenigoed,  inhabitaots  of  the  West 
Parish  in  Hedwny,  hnmUj  ropreecot  that  your  peti* 
tioners,  comprising  a  small  part  of  the  towns  of  Med- 
way, Bellingham,  Ilotliston.  and  Franklin,  were  inoor- 
poruicd  iur  parochial  purposes  about  seventy-five  years 
past  by  an  act  of  the  Legvlslnm,  sines  which  time  re- 
ligions wonhip  has  licen  ngnlarij  supported  and  pariah 
privileges  constantly  exercised  therein.  That  within 
a  few  years  past  two  eonimodiou-s  hou.ses  for  public 
worship,  a  parish  house,  and  other  buildings  equally 
adapted  to  town  and  parish  purposes  htm  been  erected, 
and  that  said  parish  as  herein  described  contains  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  ratable  polls,  twelve  hundred 
inhabitants,  and  nine  hundred  acres  of  land.  They 
further  represent  that  the  inconveniences  and  evUs  of 
tnnsaotiog  town  bvsinamin  their  sevenl  towns  at  thn 
-distance  of  ftom  four  to  eeven  miles  from  their  homes, 
while  the  distance  to  the  centre  of  the  parish  does  in 
no  instance  cxeced  three  miles,  the  remoteness  of 
your  petitioDtirA  iu  Holliiituu  from  the  shire-towa  of 
their  oonnty  (Worcester)  as  at  present  ntoaied,  end 
the  expense  and  inoonvenieneeof  performing  military 
duty  in  their  ■Heverul  towns  at  the  distances  above  men- 
tioned, render  an  incorporation  of  your  petitioners  for 
town  purposes  highly  desirable  and  necessary.  Your 
petitionem  therefbra  humbly  pray  that  they  may  be 
iooorporated  as  a  (own,  with  all  the  prtTilcgos  of  other 
towns  within  this  commonwealth,  according  to  the  fol- 
h)wing  boundaries,  vit :  Beginning  at  the  Milford  line, 
on  the  northerly  side  of  Nahum  Clark's  farm,  and 
running  easterly,  including  said  fsnn  and  across  the 
land  of  Benry  Adams,  to  a  stake  sad  stones  on  the 
northerly  side  of  a  town  road ;  thence  acros-s  said 
road  to  the  northeast  corner  of  said  .Adams'  farm  ; 
thence  to  a  white-oak  tree  standing  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road,  alwut  twenty  rods  north  of  Oapt 
Jonalhen  Harding's  bam;  from  thence  to  the 
south  side  of  thn  farm  belongbg  to  the  estate  of  A. 
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Mor»e,  opposite  bis  dwelling-bouse ;  from  thono0  to 
eoDtiDM  a  Btnlght  liiiAon  theMatherljiideofRaid 
Hone's  farm  to  the  Pond  road,  so  adlcd;  thence  run- 
ning southerly  on  said  road  about  twenty-five  rodf  ; 
thence  easterly  a  straight  line  along  the  ^outh  i-ide  of 
Capt.  M.  Rockwood's  home  farm  to  the  old  grant 
line  (m  called) ;  tben«e  soatherly  on  uid  line  end 
Cendlewood  Island  (so  called);  road  to  the  old  county 
road ;  thenoe  runnincr  snuihcrly  tiero^s  said  road  and 
Charles  River  to  liie  end  of  a  road  near  Amos  Fisher's 
bouse,  in  Franklin ;  theooe  aotitbwesterly  on  mid  road 
to  a  town  road  leading  from  the  fketoiy  Tillage  in 
Medway  to  Franklin  luecting-house ;  thenoe  to  the; 
eornpr  of  tlie  road  near  tlio  Viou8p  nf  Ji>*pph  Bafnii  ; 
tlienue,  following  suid  road  by  Luther  Eilis'  hou.se,  to 
the  southeasterly  comer  of  Leonard  Lawreoce's  land 
on  the  westerly  side  of  aaid  zoad ;  thenee  to  the 
eontheaat  oorner  of  Stephen  Allen's  meadow-land ; 
thence  wfstcrly  ncro«<«  Mine  Brouk  to  a  wliito  oak  trot' 
00  the  line  between  Beliingbamand  Franklin  ;  thence 
westerly,  on  a  divisioo  line  of  lauds  of  Stephen  Met- 
ealf  and  Jesse  Coombs,  to  a  town  road  in  Bellingbam ; 
thenoe  westerly  across  Charles  River  to  a  stake  and 
stones  bejiijo  the  lurnpikf  road  wcr-t  nf  Elijah  Dew- 
ing's  barn ;  thence,  crossing  said  road  and  running 
northwesterly,  to  a  town  road  on  the  divisioa-lioo  of  Na> 
than  Allen  and  Benjamin  R.  Partridge,  eaaterly  from 
said  Altea'e  honae ;  thence  northerly  on  aaid  diTtrion 
line  to  Hollistontown  linn  ;  thcnfe  running  westerly 
on  Hollislon's  line  to  farm  comer  {jno  called) ;  thence 
Qortlierly  on  the  town  line  of  Milford  to  the  corner 
fltat  BMntioned.  And  as  in  duty  bonod  will  ever 
pray." 

At  this  time  (1825)  Bellingham's  vnlnafinn  wn5 
815,627;  number  of  polls,  215;  inhabiunts,  1034. 
The  amount  of  valuation  taken  into  the  proposed 
new  town,  $2157 ;  number  of  polU,  28 ;  iahabltanta, 
201.  This  would  have  lefl  a  valuation  of  $13,570, 
and  187  polls,  with  833  inliahitants.  The  number  of 
acres  of  land  in  Bellingliam,  1 1 ,466  ;  the  number 
proposed  to  have  been  tuken,  1133;  leaving  1U,333. 
The  new  town  as  a  whole  would,  bad  it  been  set  off,  eon* 
tain  a  valuation  of  $14, 793,  with  234  polls, and  1225 
inhabitants.  Out  of  al!  the  persons  to  have  hern  ?ct 
off  (134),  only  61  objected,  and  173  asked  the  State 
government  to  incorporate  them,  they  representing  a 
Tatuatiott  of  $11,280.70;  but,  for  some  reason  to  the 
writor  unknown,  the  town  was  never  established,  and 
the  fiMo^finn  from  (hat  d:»y  to  this  has  not  !>pcn  agi- 
tated, (iiough  it  seems  from  present  indications  it  may 
arise  before  long.  In  1827,  Maj.  John  C.  Soammel 
served  ss  repreaentatiTe.  No  one  served  in  1628, 
but  in  1829  Col.  Josqih  Rockwood  was  deeled,  and 


served  two  years,  with  Maj.  Scammel  returned .  in 
1831.   In  1829,  John  Cook  was  ebosen  town  elerk, 

and  the  matter  of  a  town  &rm  Was  first  discu.'ised. 
Tn  tlio  atiiiual  town  expense  reached  one  thon- 

mnd  one  hundred  dollars.    The  committee  authorised 
piircbascd  the  farm  of  Selh  Hulbrook,  paying  therefor 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.   The  Airm  con- 
tained one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  and  abu>  its 
equipment  of  .stock  ami  tv'>h.    Hnk.s  f^ir  the  'lisf>i- 
pline  of  inmates  were  adopted  at  the  time  the  town's 
paupers  were  removed  there.    The  expense  the  first 
year  waa  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  doUara  and 
eighly-four  cents.    The  town's  powde^hoase  Stood  at 
this  tinio  on  the  land  owned  by  Simeon  Barney,  and 
which  house  wa.s  buik  in  1811.    In  1836  the  small- 
pox again  made  its  appearaooe,  and  a  hospital  waa 
erected  on  the  town  £urm,and  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  was  expended  in  inoculation.  In 
1.S37  the  ffiwn  peiitirmed  for  a  post-ofRec.  and  selected 
liev.  Joseph  T.  Mas.sey  a.s  postma-ster.    In  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1837,  Edward  C.  Craig  was  appointed 
town  derk  in  place  of  John  Cook  (2d).   Mr.  Craig 
was  appointed  to  tlie  office  at  the  next  meeting.  In 
1^40  the  third  .'•tory  in  the  meeting-house  was  fin- 
ished oS  for  an  armory,  and  at  this  time  the  roll 
numbered  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  thotie  per- 
sons  doing  and  sabjeet  to  military  duty.    Edward  C. 
Craig  declining  to  serve,  Francis  D.  Bates  was  chosen 
town  elerk  in  1P42.    Tn  this  same  year  the  ehoojing 
of  tithingmen  was  abolished.     In  1842  the  town 
granted  Jaraea  Freeman  the  right  to  ooostmct  a  shop 
on  the  town's  land  adjaeent  to  the  drniok,  and  in  1643 
stoves  were  procured  and  planed  in  the  town  meeting- 
liiiu.-^e  for  heatinp;  purpofie,'*.    The  selectmen  generally 
occupied  the  piwition  of  Board  of  Health,  but  the  first 
regular  board  ooosiated  <^  Nabum  Cook,  George  W. 
Blake,  and  James  P.  Thayer,  elected  May  1, 1843. 
In  1845,  James  M.  Freeman  was  chosen  town  clerk. 
In  1816.  Noah  J.  Arnold  wa.s  <-ho«eti  to  favor  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  VVoontiDeket,  K.  i-,  to 
Boston.    Mr.  Freeman  was  retired  ia  1846  as  town 
clerk,  and  Amos  Holbrook  elected.  In  1832  and 
1834,  Stephen  Metcalf  served  as  representative;  in 
I'^nn  ,10  one;  and  lft:i7,  .Inhn  Cook  (2d);  in  1838, 
Asa  rickering;   1835)  and  1840,  no  one;  1841, 
Dwight  Colburn;  1842,  Edward  C.  Craig;  1843, 
Jeremiah  Crooks;  1844,  James  W.  Freeman;  aad 
in  1845  and  1846,  no  one.   At  the  meeting  in  Ks> 
vember,  l^'lfi,  four  votes  were  taken  on  a  represen- 
tative, and  no  choice  was  made  in  either  ballot,  Oo 
the  next  day  four  more  ballots  were  taken,  with  th* 
nme  success.   On  the  followii^  day,  after  two  moie 
ballots,  it  was  voted  to  dismiss  the  wanunt  withent 
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Modii^  «  represemtilive.  The  fot  printed  aohool  ] 
eounittoft  report  vw  nmed  id  1847.   In  tb«  Mine 

vear  the  towo  was  uDsaccessfuI  in  electing  a  repre- 
jentativp.  In  1S48  a  movement  vens  in-tituted  on 
ibe  part  of  tlie  town  of  Koxbury,  i>tiekiug  to  have  the 
emoty-eeat  ranioved  thereto,  bnt  the  idea  never  met 
with  much  favor,  oar  own  tewQ  TotiDg  no  nnani* 
momly.  Francis  T),  Bates  was  again  chosen  town 
derk.  About  this  time  a  difficulty  arose  with  the 
Nortoik  Couuty  liailroad,  and  the  town  forbade  the 
company  crossing  or  otherwiie  interfering  witb  the 
town  roads.  In  1849  »  bourd  of  town  auditors  was 
first  choatn,  which  board  consisted  of  Samuel  Mct- 
oilf.  Georirc  Ncl^'on,  ntid  Kdward  Oraiir.  In  1851,  ' 
Miiniu  Kockwoutl  ucted  as  representative.  In  the  | 
me  jreer  lenve  was  granted  Janee  P.  Thayer,  Alan-  I 
BOD  Bates,  and  othen  to  bnild  a  boot^hop  on  the 
town's  land  nt  the  centre. 

Tti  If'Sl  ten  ballota  were  taken  before  Edwin  Fair-  i 
bai]k»  wai>  elected  representative.  Next  year,  the  ' 
ETovt  beeotting  eo  nnmerons  aa  to  eaaae  a  great  deal  ; 
of  damage,  a  bonnty  of  twenty-five  oenta  was  allowed  i 

old  birds  and  one-half  as  much  on  young  crows,  [ 
the  bounty  extending  over  a  period  of  four  months.  | 
The  orthodox  church  at  this  time  having  become  a  j 
Ihbg  of  the  past,  and  the  bnitding  being  oeenpied  , 
My  by  the  town,  it  was  decided  expedient  to  finish 
off  the  lower  floor  and  rent  it  for  boot-shop  purposes. 
Feoner  Cook  served  at  the  State-House  in  1853,  and 
WiUard  Thayer,  afler  a  long  struggle,  was  finally 
tlected  delegate  to  the  eonvenlion  on  revising  the 
State  Constitution.   In  the  same  year  all  that  traet 
of  land  about  the  town  house  was  sold,  reSMTviog  one 
acre  for  the  town  hall  and  yard.  I 

As  crows  previously  became  so  iar  a  uuisance  as  ! 
to  demand  a  bonn^,  so  this  year  a  bounty  of  twenty- 
five  cents  was  allowed  on  woodchueks.    lo  Novem-  ; 
ber  the  town  so  far  relented  as  to  allow,  for  the  first  ! 
timr,  tlic  leasing  of  the  town  hall  for  "public  entcr- 
taiuijivats  of  a  moral  nature."    In  the  same  month, 
an  nnnitermpted  and  penistent  effort  to  dioose 
a  representative  for  the  next  year,  the  idea  was  | 
finally  abandoned,  and  no  choice  was  made.    The  | 
Charles  River  Railroad  boinp  apritatf»d.  an>l  the  town  ] 
Kcogoixing  the  benefit  naturally  derived  trom  direct  i 
Mnannieation  with  Boston,  resolved,  in  1849, —  | 

"That  it  i«  of  vital  importance  to  the  |>rM«Dt  aod  future  wi-l- 
f*n  of  thi«  tairii  to  have  tlia  Chutes  Uvar  Ratlmad  extsadcd 
t»tli«  ?!r»t(i  IiTn>,  nnir  tbp  ritlagp  of  Woonsocket,  in  tho  Slate 
ifVboilc  ItUoii,  sutl  Die  lo»'u  tu  it«  oo-operativc  c-»{iacltjr  does  i 
ni<«t  ctroMtl;  fr»j  that  the  said  railroad  lufty  l>i-  ebartoriMi 
*fn«a)>lj  (V  ttta  r«|^rt  of  the  oonwittea  <m  nilroads  and  can»u 
*Ue)i  ii  Mnr  baflm  Itt  fanoimUt  Saaato  «■  its  final  |>a<i«age,  j 

tUpatiaga  af  the  Mil  ahaftatias  aaM  lanroad  woaid  he  lha  ' 


■eana  of  halMiag  tt,  and  that  opeaiDg  a  eoBBaaiaattra  hj 

railroad  tu  the  intiubit.ints  of  Bellingham  oot  onl^  with  T!o«ton, 
but  with  Woon^ooket  and  rrovideooo,  id  Ui«  State  of  Rhode 
lalaad,  and  with  the  eity  of  Kew  Tork." 

This  resolation  passed  ananimonsly,  and  the  railroad 

is  now  known  its  tln'  WmiiisoL-ket  Divihion  of  tho  New 
York  and  New  luij^l  iml  Ibilroail.  In  the  year  1856 
the  town  abated  the  taxes  on  the  stock  of  the  above 
road.  In  1854  and  1856,  Charles  Cook  (2d)  served  at 
the  State  eapitol.  At  the  Mareh  nMOting  Eliab  Hol- 
hrook  wss  el  ;  t.  i  t  vvti  elerk.  Ahout  this  time  applica- 
tion was  made  for  the  town  hull  for  a  dance,  and  the 
town  coQi^idered  the  request,  as  it  "  Voted  that  the 
town  let  the  town  hall  for  all  good  and  lawfiil  danees." 
In  1856,  Martin  Boekwood  was  sent  to  the  GenersI 
Court,  and  during  the  next  year  Rucl  F.  Thayer 
acfpd  ii«  town  ilerk.  In  1^")^,  Tloiaee  H  nek  wood 
served  as  representative.  In  1858  our  present  tax 
collector  came  to  light  in  the  same  official  position 
which  he  has  held  for  a  long  term  of  years,  with 
short  intervals  of  rest.  We  refer  to  Hen.  Dani»l  J. 
Pickering,  collector.  In  IHtlO  the  n^nowned  Dr. 
George  Nelson  was  placed  on  tho  school  committee, 
and  the  Baptist  clergyman,  Rev. 'Joseph  T.  Hassey 
( previously  named),  elected  town  treasoxer.  In  1861 
the  oitiaens  liable  to  military  duty  were  a  follows: 


Hanfurd  W.  Allen. 

An.ioo  R.  Couk. 

Adilison  H.  Allen. 

JameK  0.  Chil.vin. 

Elijnh  Arnuld. 

Louis  M.  Chilton. 

Loai«  Arnold. 

Whipple  0.  ChitMB, 

Albert  Arnold. 

Hi  rum  M.  C«ok. 

(loorgo  Aniu». 

Munroe  F.  Cook. 

Saaoel  A.  Adaoia. 

WilUam  K.  Ceok. 

Bdninnd  J.  Adaaii. 

Nathan  A.  Cook. 

Df  \t<  r  I>.  UutM. 

.li.lui  1».  ri,n<  .ti. 

Addtaon  S.  Ourr. 

William  E.  Coomba. 

8«flMa  Burr. 

Stephen  P.  Ceomhe. 

Ouwford  Uonrdioh.  , 

.Inlii)  Tiirr. 

Albert  F.  BatW. 

Hrnry  ll.  Cook. 

Alanton  Dates. 

William  H.  Caragr. 

Willium  Itatvu. 

Albnrt  H.  Culburn. 

I'Mward  Ilutler. 

Juliii!)  Cr»»!i. 

Henry  W.  Hluke. 

J<«?eph  Cruss. 

Mathaalel  Boaworth. 

Alvia  U.  Clark. 

Botwdl  Beat. 

SbemiBn  R.  Cbilson. 

Chnrlei4  Barrowa. 

lloaea  Drake. 

Andrew  ik>yoe. 

Thomaa  Mol>owall. 

Frodoriek  J.  Benfi. 

Jeaepb  li.  Danieta. 

CliarU-f  K.  Burr. 

Pen  s  It.  riiiwl.  r. 

AdaiaR  J.  Barber,  Jr. 

Ljrtuan  C.  Darling. 

Snith  BnrKBBBaie. 

Alfred  0.  Dsrlrag. 

Juine!<  Burlinguiae. 

Williaw  A.  Durling. 

Josppli  I'.  Burr, 

A.  iM.  Darling. 

Pavi*  P.  Chilton. 

Lake  Darling. 

Klisha  N.  Cruaby, 

Edward  .McDowell. 

Ilironi  A.  Cook. 

Alexander  MoDuwcll. 

Siiuiuvl  W.  clAtlin. 

Ariel  li.  Drake. 

AVillurd  N.  Chilaon, 

William  MoDowell. 

Henry  Ceok. 

0.  If .  BvMia, 

Bliaha  Obaie. 

John  H.  Batan. 
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John  Edd/. 
AltMrt  W.  JToUttt. 
Jotfih  FftirbMiltt. 

Edn  in  Fairbsnk*. 
Willijun  FairtNwks. 
CttlTin  PatrbulUi. 
John  E.  Fi<h(.r. 
Loaifl  L.  Fi«h«r. 
CIMwIh  Faniagtoo. 
Joseph  Fi.ik. 
Oliver  Gardaer. 
Edward  Oallagan. 
John  W.  a«r*tle. 
AlMM  U.  Gayer. 
JOMpb  Oerstlc. 
TImhiim  H.  0»j. 
ThoMM  B.  OttoML 

Jotil  Ilowttnl. 

George  Hixon. 
Jo«*ph  H.  Bolbmk. 
Cbarlcfl  P.  Ilanoook. 
FrMk  E.  Uaoooek. 
Juitts  HaMook. 
Miohael  llarpen. 
Jobo  W.  Higgina. 
Qworgt  H.  Bamvd. 
TbotuM  HtnM. 
JoMph  Hope. 

riiarlM  N.  Ifnon. 

Luther  ilixoa. 
4Mf|gv  JmuiImd* 
JantM  A.  JotliD. 
UonwM  loouua. 
iMI^KaMh. 
William  Kcacb. 
Amoi  Keaob. 
Fr«deriok  Kiagttan. 
PaUr  MoKaaa. 
DavM  IjBwraaoa. 
Warren  Latelle. 
tiaorge  M«tt«noa. 
JoMph  Hooia. 
John  C.  Mtl.j:iir. 
Fraaeii  Mctcair. 
FMariok  B.  T.  Mnkr. 
Pfilymnn  Miller. 
Jaiiic<  Miil'iue. 
Goorgo  N<'l9oa(Sd). 
BIIUT.NoraraM. 


AmM  L.  O»goo.l. 
An  Piakarixkg  (3d). 
Wttliam  Taf*. 
Anicii<  I'urtriili;"',  Jr. 
Charlas  Partridge, 
▼araoa  8.  PartrMlga. 
Am  Partriil)?!'. 
Cairia  N.  Rockwood. 
Yaraaa  B.  Roekwood. 
Henry  V.  Rockwood. 
U(;orgc  U.  LUckwovd. 
JjQuU  H.  Rookwood. 
Hun;  RhodM. 
ThoBiM  R.  Rlekardi. 
William  Sherbnnio. 
Charlai  H.  8bipf«t. 
Bttgar  V.  6oott, 
Era-stu5  T).  >lncnta. 
William  Spragae. 
Qaofga  K.  TilHagbaal. 
Benjnmio  Tinkham. 
Andrew  J.  Tinglejr. 
Martin  Tingley. 
Charlee  W.  Thayer. 
CbariM  Tingley. 
Henry  Thayer. 
CharlM  Wiliian. 
Sytvaniii  Whlta. 

Elbritlge  Whitney. 
Henry  A.  Whitnej. 
WtUiiWhitDa^. 
Samuel  Sturtt'vant. 
Coraeliiu  SalUvan. 


T,n -i".-!  Shcppard. 
iiuiuri  r.  S]ucum. 
Ruel  F.  Tlinyef. 
JamM  P.  Thajrer. 
Chariea  T.  Thayer. 
Joseph  Thompson,  Jr. 
ChariciTliomae. 
BaajaintB  M .  Utbar. 
Aluiito  X.  Whitney. 
Jonathan  Wright. 
BlUak  D.  Wileoa. 
Bcnjnmin  W.  Woodbury. 
Henry  Wilcox, 
H«Di7 


Id  all  ooe  bandred  and  nstj'iiifie. 

The  eomnMdcement  of  the  civil  war  droir  out 

the  first  public  actioD  of  the  town  in  nn  nppropria- 
tioD  of  two  thousand  doUars  to  tit  out  utid  drill 
those  mcu  who  bud  gone  and  were  going  iti  defense 
of  their  coaotry.  In  tho  wme  jear  Hon.  Daniel  J. 
Pickering  was  sent  as  representative.  In  July,  1862, 
the  town  offered  a  boinity  of  one  Imtidrcd  ilullars  f<ir 
0tieh  volunteer  until  aeveut^u  were  obtained,  and  to 
•11  who  ealisted  in  ten  days  after  that  date  ten  dol- 
km  edditiooal  win  pud.  A  oeU  ooming  in  Avgoet 
of  tho  same  year  for  more  men  (nine  months'),  a 
bounty  of  two  handled  dolkia  was  offeied,  and  tboae 


eoBating  for  thraa  jean  leeeived  aevea  hundred  dol> 

lars.  In  September  five  thousand  dollars  were  voted 
to  p;(  v  the  town's  enli.'itiu'];  soldiers.  In  1863,  Qooige 
11.  Tuwnaend  waa  sent  as  representative.  In  1865 
one  t^Miaad  dolhn  wae  expended  hi  paying  Stain 
aid  to  eoldieia'  ftailiea.  In  the  aane  year  HolSa 
Metoalf  and  others  ai>ked  the  town  to  lay  out  and 
widen  the  street  now  known  as  Pearl  Street.  The 
town  refusing  the  prayer  of  the  petitioo,  the  county 
eonniMimen  granted  the  naiM,  and  ehai^^  An 
oKpenae  to  the  town.  Li  1866,  William  FuriMoha 
was  elcoted  to  lerre  the  diitriet  at  the  State- Houae. 

Of  those  perBons  from  our  town  who  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Kebellioo,  the  iulluwiog  names  appear  in 
the  Beeocd  ^  MaMdnuetti  Voliwteeni"  n<me  ap- 
pearing on  the  town  hooka : 


GfOffje  Swift. 

John  V.  Cooiaba. 

Elisha  U.  Towna. 

Amos  K.  BeoU 

Cbarlai  B.  Barr. 

Joftpb  Oigood. 

Patrick  Oallagbar. 

Pardon  L.  Cnxbjr. 

John  TarliA. 

Am  Piekarlng. 

FatarMaKaae. 

FredaHok  fiatat. 

George  L.  Metcftlf, 

Martin  V.  B.  Conk. 

John  C.  Motoalf. 

John  J.  Oortioll. 

Edward  J.  Adams. 

Josrph  Ourtsell. 

Obarlaa  P.  Haoaock. 

Saaiaal  i>.  Gngwy. 

Jaitai  Lawrenaa. 

Haadal  Hefbraok. 

Thomas  MlDuwcII. 

Joseph  W.  Hulkrook* 

Willard  0.  Fraemao. 

WUlia  WhiUag. 

Oaoiga  A.  RMwrdaoB. 

Jaaat  W.  Pfakartoff. 

Koliert  Postc. 

Oarriok  F.  Moore. 

Jamee  Daris. 

Howard  Carlotaa. 

Thonuw  O.  (MflbalL 

A  total  of  thiity-thice.  In  1873,  Seneea  Bon  ww 

ehoeen  npreaentative,  and  in  1875,  Rev.  Jeeefh  T. 

Maasey,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Cliurch,  wa.?  sent.  In 
1879,  Hiram  Whiting  was  empowerod,  and  in  1882, 
Nathan  A.  Cook.  In  1870,  Rev.  J.  T.  Massey  was 
eleoted  town  derlc,  and  served  ten  yeeiBi  Bolaad 
Hammond,  M.D.,  being  then  chu.'^en  to  the  offieeen 
account  of  Mr.  Maasey  reaignint;  his  pastorate  and 
leaving  the  town,  to  spend  the  reuiainder  of  bis  life 
near  bis  boyhood  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  has 
parohaaed  the  "  Tbinna  Jefenon*'  eatate.  In  AprOt 
1882,  Dr.  Hammond  tendered  hh  resignation,  and 
Arthur  N.  Wliitoey  was  appointed  hy  the  nelcctmen 
to  serve  out  the  unexpired  term,  and  in  1883,  Ileniy 
A.  Whitney,  the  present  incumbent,  was  elected. 

Having  eonaidwed  in  ehrooologied  order  the  nrait 
important  events  in  the  tOWn*a  peat  oareer,  it  may  be 
;ulvi.s;iblo  to  look  for  a  moment  to  its  people,  its  faciU- 
tiett,  and  its  industries  tus  they  now  exist.  Our  people, 
collectively  considered,  travel  very  little,  and  the  pot- 
terity  of  the  eariy  fitmitiea  to  a  great  utent  edil  reride 
within  the  town  limits,  and  on  the  same  bomeateada 
oonipied  by  their  fiithen.    Few  ueohanioal  indai> 
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tiM  km  aettted  bare ;  still,  thaae  that  litTa,  find 
wim  rapport  OD  th«  part  of  tha  oitiieiu.  Perbapa 

bwause  farmiiii:;  alooe  coDstitutes  the  chief  industry 
of  the  town,  tliia  may  mttp  ns  a  reason  why  so 
iBaoj  of  our  joaog  men  leave  town  on  arriving  at 
ttal  pariad  wlian  it  baoomaa  neoBwary  fbr  diaB  to 
nrike  out  for  themaalvaa. 

By  the  last  census  the  town  had  as  its  inhabitants 
612  maies  and  H:i5  females,  a  total  of  1247.  Of 
this  oumber,  360  were  ratable  polU,  307  of  whooi 
van  born  in  town,  84  wera  Batnraliiedt  and  tba  ro* 
nitioder  peraoos  coming  in  from  other  towoa.  Tbaro 
sre  25  iDdividuals  following  professional  pursuits  in 
t  wo  and  otit  and  2G  are  cn(.'n5»ed  in  trade,  178  in 
fimaiog,  aud  dbO  in  iiiauutiicluring  and  mechanical 
iaAMtriaa,  naldng  a  total  of  1068,  who  are  oootinually 
•ddii^  to  tba  oonmoa  stock.  Tbara  ava  11  fomign- 
born  and  5  Dative-born  who  can  neither  read  nor 
»rite.    Of  tboae  citizens  who  have  been  atid  are 
ipedallj  promioeot  and  beoetictai  to  Uie  tuwti  we 
mj  neotioii  Stopbeo  Mataalf,  Stepban  MaCcalf,  Jr., 
Noah  Aldeo,  Noah  Arnold,  Bev.  Joaepb  T.  Maaaay, 
Cornelius  TT.  Cutler,  William  Fairbanks,  Hiram  W. 
Whirin.'    K    Baron  Stowe,  Ruel  F.  Thayer,  and 
Nuti&u  A.  Cook,  The  town  is  divided  into  lucalities, 
u  foDowa:  At  tha  aonih  and  of  iha  town,  "  Raka> 
and  *<8oott  BiD**;  iraat  of  and  appntknata 
to  the  town  oeotre,  "  Crimpville" ;  toward  tba  noith 
pan  of  the  town,  "  North  Bellingham" ;  and  at  the 
eztreoie  north  end,  "  Caryville,"  named  from  William 
H.  O117,  formerlj  a  naidant,  bnt  now  of  H adway. 
BdBngiiaai  Gentn  haa  a  poafeKiAoa,  with  ona  nudl 
p<>r  day  from  Boston.    North  Bellingham  haa  a  post- 
I  ffic-e,  with  two  mails  per  day  from  Boston,  and  Cary- 
also  h&H  a  post-office,  aod  besides  having  two 
per  day  to  and  Ann  Boaton,  baa  ona  to  Milfbid 
>ad  one  to  Hadway.   Balliogbam  ia  in  the  form  of 
a  psrallelogram,  is  nine  miles  long  hy  two  wide,  and 
i'  bounded  by  Medway  and  Franklin  on  the  north 
aud  ea»t,  the  i^tate  of  Bbode  Island  on  the  south,  and 
tba  towaa  of  Maodon  and  HUfbid  00  tha  weat.  Tba 
Glnikn  Bivar  antaia  tba  town  at  South  M ilford,  and 
flows  through  the  town  centre.  North  Bellingham, 
»nd  Caryville.    At  ttn'  ?ff^(n>  mf"  two  dam<!,  one  the 
property  of  Seneca  iiurr,  who  ruua  a  saw-  and  grist- 
>ull ;  tba  othar,  known  aa  *>  tha  old  tad  mill,"  ia  owned 
W  tha  Baja,  of  Franklin,  aod  ia  now  naad  to  grind 
ngK,  etc.,  for  ase  tA  other  ttillB.    At  North  Belling- 
•iiuai  the  Kay  Woollfn  Company  has  an  extcnsivr 
privilege  for  the  manufacture  of  satinet  cloth,  and 
^Uah  waa  formally  ran  by  Noah  Arnold  aa  a  aotton- 
niilL   Dr.  Bath  Arnold,  of  **]>r.  Sath  Amold'a 

bare  with  hia  ralativo.  ' 


This  priviluge  conaiata  of  two  granite  niUa  liaving 
mgbt  aata  of  maditoary  and  a  eapamty  of  three 
thousand  yards  per  day.  This  mill  is  superinit>aded 
by  Hiram  Whiting,  Eeq.  One  mile  below  on  the 
river,  and  four  miles  from  the  oeotre,  is  the  Caryville 
Hills,  having  a  capacity  of  three  tbooaand  yaida  of 
aatioet,  as  at  BeUingbam.    This  prinlege  la 

owned  by  Taft,  McKean  &  Co.  (Moeea  Taft,  William 
A.  McKean,  Addison  E.  Bullard),  and  whs  formerly 
run  by  William  Cary,  fVoai  whom  thtj  locality  was 
oamad.  Pkeviana  to  tha  praaant  oompany  tba  oon- 
flam  waa  mn  under  tha  name  <^  C  H.  Catkr  &  Co., 
the  latter  firm  coming  into  existence  on  the  death  of 
C.  H.  Cutler,  five  years  apo.  At  Rakcville  is  an 
establishment  where  farm  tools  are  made,  aod  which 
bnnnaaa  waa  aataUiabad  hy  Jerald  O.  Wtlooz,  and 
ia  now  earriad  00  by  hia  aon,  D.  E.  Wiloox.  The 
main  line  of  the  New  York  and  New  En^laod  Rail- 
road runs  through  the  southeast  portion  of  the  town, 
and  the  station  there  is  termed  Hand's  Crossing. 
Tha  Woouaoekat  IHvirion  of  the  aama  road  moa  tha 
entire  kngth  of  the  town,  with  atationa  at  the  centre. 
North  Bellingham,  and  Caryville.  The  Milford, 
Franklin  and  Providt'ncf?  Railroad,  just  completed, 
runs  across  the  town,  and  crosses  the  Woonsocket 
Diviaion  of  the  New  York  and  New  Bnglaod  Rail- 
road  at  Bellingham  Centre,  and  alao  haa  a  atation  in 
town  named  Sonth  Milfbrd,  ao,  as  will  be  obscrrod, 
there  are  four  stations  in  the  town  besides  tlu.*  j unc- 
tion at  the  centre.  The  passenger  service  is  so  ad- 
joBtad  that  nearly  every  atation  in  town  can  forward 
ita  tcalBiO  to  and  from  Beaton  Cra  timca  daily,  tlw 
distance  beini;  about  twenty-nine  miles.  In  town 
there  are  five  stores,  four  factories,  three  gri.--t-iijill8, 
and  seven  saw-mills.  Formerly  there  were  four  bool- 
and  ahoo'ftctoriaa,  producing  over  225  twdT«>pair 
oaaea  per  week,  three  of  wlnob  eatabltthmeota  were 
at  the  town  centre  and  the  hi^t  at  Car w  ill  e.  To 
the  one  at  Caryville  we  now  refer.  This  business 
was  established  in  1848  by  £.  &,  W.  Fairbanks.  In 
1884  the  hitter  bongbt  ont  the  former,  aod  made 
within  ten  yeara  two  anbatantial  additiooa  thereto,  ao 
that  ninety  hands  found  employment  in  making 
boots  for  the  Western  trade.  The  annual  production 
consisted  of  700(1  cases,  in  the  making  of  which 
were  eonanoied  125,000  pouoda  of  aoia  leather,  350,- 
000  feet  of  npper  leathw,  160  bnahala  of  and 
7500  pounds  of  nails. 

Til  tlui  year  1871  the  propriptor,  William  Fair- 
banks, died,  and,  virtually,  with  his  death  the  entire 
bnaioeas  became  loat  to  the  town.  Immediately  upon 
hb  deceaae  the  bnaioeaa  waa  dlqHMod  of  by  hia  as* 
aentor  to  Honghton,  Coolidge  it  Co.,  of  Boalon, 
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who  undartook  its  oontiniuiiee,  bat  diMontent  and 
dbnttuftutioB  •riling,  on  the  n^ht  of  the  25th 

of  July  following  (lie  entire  factory  was  bamed, 
with  n'lihin^r  saved,  the  whole  cntnilinf?  a  pwuniary 
loss  of  nearly  odo  buodred  thousand  dollars.  Thu? 
wu  Iwt  to  the  town  one  of  its  most  pndifio  sonroeB  of 
inewne,  whidi  hu  never  besn  regained.  In  1882 
the  Ray  Woolen  Company  oonstracted  a  granite  mill, 
which  has  in  some  tnf»a»urp  atoned  for  tliU  lus-s,  and 
as  the  census  of  1875  appears  the  best  source  of  in- 
formation, we  giye  the  condition  of  the  town  fbr  that 
year,  whieh  ii,  itf  fact,  milMtantially  iti  present  hasisi 
excepting  the  boot  and  shoe  industry,  whicli  does  not 
exist  with  m  in  any  capacity.  We  find  in  the  entire 
town  two  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling-houses  occupied 
and  aeren  vaeant.  With  theae  we  find  three  hundred 
and  nineteen  ftmiliea,  and  for  tliar  me  are  one  public 
school  and  three  Sunday-school  libraries,  containing 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy-five  volumes.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  at  iho  town  clerk's  office  arc  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  Tolunies  of  ^'Hassachu- 
setts  Reports,"  war  reeorda,  and  puUio  doouutenta. 
Tilt'  umount  of  per.«onal  j  ropcity  in  town  is  valued 
at  8luy,160;  real  estate.  $418,808;  the  total  vnU 
uation,  €527,9(>8;  number  of  farms,  ln7;  acres 
in  farms,  8000 ;  acres  unimproved,  3000 ;  value  of 
farms  and  buildings,  9381,639:  total  value  of  farm 
property,  $43U,  156 ;  woodland  in  acres,  1232  ;  cul- 
tivated land,  2331  ;  nnmbcr  of  horses,  185;  cows, 
300;  total  income  I'rom  liirm  property,  894,(il7 ; 
oapttal  invested  in  boot  and  ahoe  businesB,  $25,000 ; 
prodnet,  $33,000 ;  wages  paid  annually  to  laborers  on 
boots  and  shoes,  $175,000 ;  stock  u.sed  in  maoufac- 
tuff.  8332, !M()  ;  capital  invested  in  factory  for  manu- 
facturing farming  tools,  $:25UO  ;  product,  818,000  ; 
sum  invested  in  satinet  doth  makiujr,  9150,000,  pro- 
dttdng  a  valuation  of  9380,000.  In  town  are  11 
maoofactnriDg  establishments,  5  engines,  and  5  waters 
wheoi.^,  with  an  aggregate  of  405  horee-power  and 
machinery  to  the  value  of  950,000 ;  aUo  2U,778 
donestie  animals,  valued  at  923,000.  The  (otsl 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  town  is  9180,000, 
and  thu  sum  realiies  annually  8638.547.  Quite  a 
number  of  yean*  a<rn,  prpviniis  to  thn  Viiiildiiif.'  of  the 
Woonsocket  Division  Railroad,  an  iron-mine  was  dis- 
covered in  that  tract  of  land  known  as  "Oedar 
Swamp,"  and  this  mine  was  worked  for  seversl  yearn, 
the  ore  bidng  carried  to  Taunton  and  worked  up  into 
locomotives.  For  the  la.^t  twdity  fivo  ycnrf.  however, 
nothing  has  been  done  with  it.  On  the  road  loading 
from  North  BelKugbam  Station  to  what  is  called 
"  Belliogham  Pour  Comers*'  is  a  whetstone  quarry, 
firom  whieh  in  the  past  quantities  of  the  maternl 


have  been  put  on  (he  market,  but  this  ako  has  gone 
into  disuse. 

At  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  the  triangle  fronting 
the  Baptist  Church  (Rev.  Daniel  A.  Wado,  piistor  . 
ii^  a  soldiers'  monument  measuring  in  height  about 
fifteen  feet,  placed  thereby  the  oitisens  of  Belliogham 
in  commemomtion  of  those  who  gave  thdr  liven  in 
support  of  the  national  Constitution. 

At  thf»  prpsTTtt  tirac  there  are  but  two  churches  in 
town, — the  Centre  Baptist,  to  wbiob  previoas  refer- 
once  has  been  made,  and  the  North  BelKngham  Bap* 
tist,  a  abort  sketch  of  which  is  as  fblbws: 

The  North  Bellingham  Baptist  Church*  is  the 
oiitirruwlli  of  an  interest  established  here  in  1847  as 
a  society  called  the  "North  Bellingham  Baptist  So- 
ciety," wbiob  worshiped  in  a  chapel  built  for  the 
puipose  by  Bstes  &  Arnold,  st  that  time  prominent 
cotton-manufacturers  in  this  town,  and  formally  ded- 
ienfed  to  the  worship  of  God  in  Sepf^^mher  or  October 
of  that  year,  Rev.  Dr.  Granger,  of  Providence,  R.  I-, 
preaobing  the  dedication  sermon. 

Tbe  society  bsd  no  settled  pastor  for  many  yesis, 
but  (li  ponded  upon  supplies  from  week  to  week, 
thuuL'li  with  ;i  few  brief  exceptions  they  have  had 
uninterrupted  preaching,  the  late  Rev.  Otis  Converse, 
of  Woroester,  supplying  them  fbr  upwards  of  *  year 
at  a  time  on  three  or  four  dlffinrsot  occasions,  tbtj 
have  always  matntdoed  a  Sabbath<fld)ool,  whieh  is 
still  in  <'xistence. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1867,  a  church  wan  formed 
comistiog  of  ten  persons,  as  follows :  William  Hunter, 
of  Goose  Kv«r  Cbufch,  Nova  Seotk;  Boswdl  Bent, 
of  Eant  Dcdham  Church  ;  Ann  Bent,  of  First  Baptist 
Church.  Lowdl;  Elizabeth  Hunter,  Mary  Hunter. 
Jane  Hunter,  Barbara  Hunter,  of  Goose  River 
Cburoh,  Nova  Scotia;  Rebcoea  Bemis,  Mattkia  & 
Hurphj,  of  West  Medway  Chnioh. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  following  persons  were 
received  as  candidates  for  baptism,  and  it  was  fur- 
thermore voted  that  ihey  be  considered  as  ooostitueat 
members,  viz.,  John  B.  Philips,  Stephen  F.  Coombi) 
Hiram  B.  Hunter,  Catherine  Thomas,  and  Naney  S> 
Coombs.  The  first  baptism  occurred  tbe  following 
?aMj;idi.  October  20th,  when  the  foregoing  persons 
were  baptized,  Rev.  Samu«il  Hill  officiating.  Since 
that  time  some  seventy-five  different  persons  bsve 
united  with  the  chundi,  forty>five  of  whom  hav* 
been  received  on  profession  and  the  balance  by  letter. 
Of  this  number  the  church  has  lost  fifteen  by  disniis- 
sion  to  other  churches,  five  by  death,  and  four  by  ex* 
dusioo,  leaving  its  present  membership  tiity-une. 


B7  6.  P.  OmuIm. 
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It  bts  hftd  live  deaooos,  viz.,  villain  Hunter,  the  oottDty,  m  in  1882  tbe  towM  of  DvdluuD  end 
Jafin  EL  Pond,  Geoige  H.  OraBuwood,  CharlM  0.  I  lUodotph  aloa«  exeetled  her.  McdwAj,  our  Deit- 
Diike,*nd  Boswell  B«Dt.  which  latter  is  the  present    door  neighbor,  ranks  number  sixteen.   In  the  county, 

iDcamhenr.  Ptrpheri  F.  CooruhH  has  hfcn  its  elfrk  the  towns  of  Dover,  Medfield,  Norfolk,  and  Sharp© 
since  its  or^nizatiou,  with  the  exception  ot  ten  have  a  less  number  of  pupiU  than  our  own  town. 
■omIm,  tod  was  aleo  inperintendeDt  of  the  Sibbich- '  The  ra|i6rin(Mduit*8  (Rev.  D.  A.  W«de)  report 
tthool  eleven  yeen.  Aboet  the  middle  of  Miroh, '  for  1883  ihowe  e  aitked  improvemeDt  over  1882) 
the  chureb  extended  a  unanimouH  call  to  Rev.  j  end  rabee<)aent  years  will  no  doubt  excel  each  othoTi 
Edwin  D.  Bowers,  of  Rockport,  Mas;).,  to  Wmuc  its  consecutively,  in  this  work,  so  highly  e#««i<»nti!»!  tn  com- 
pastor,  wbicb  action  was  concurred  ia  bj  the  society  mon  advancement  and  well-being.  The  annual  meet- 
a  few  deya  afkerwezd,  he  accepting,  and  entered  upon  ^  iog  of  1884  his  entered  upon  the  duly  of  redttdog 
ibtt  nbtionahip  the  let  of  April  Ibllowing,  and  eo  |  the  nunher  of  school  conroitteei  from  nioe  to  three, 
eoDtinues  at  the  present  time.  Worship  is  etill  hdd  |  and  no  doubt  in  a  very  few  yeen  the  number  of 
in  the  chapel,  which  is  lartre  enoTish  fur  all  purposes,  schools  will  Ir-  rL<3uee*l.  and  conse*|uently  tho^  re- 
having  been  improved  and  bcautiticd  at  different  limes  maining  be  made  larger,  and  this  under  the  advice  of 
m  neeenity  demnnded.  i  the  State  Board  of  Edneetion.    In  whatever  «be  our 

BdvoatitntlL — Bcadily  appredating  the  advaD<>  I  town  nay  have  fhiled,  she  cannot  be  cheiged  with 
tiget  derived  frona  a  thorough  education,  our  town  has  |  having  been  adeep  to  the  mental  end  mord  worth  of 
always  gone  to  a  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  in  pro-    her  children. 

?idiiig  proper  school:*,  and  the  reaiUt  is  most  gratifying,  i     In  addition  lo  schools,  our  people  are  susceptible  to 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  she  entered  upon  this  duty  of  ■  the  moulding  iofloeoeei  of  the  press.   For  daily  news  ^ 
ioteUsctnal  eultuTe  soon  after  her  beorporstioo,  in  '  we  depend  on  Boetoo  and  also  on  the  Woonsooket 

1719.   On  May  7,  1792,  the  town  was  divided  into   evening  Keparfn-,  an  Assoctsted  Piem  eheet.  For 
«x  di!«friftf».  and  in  1798  into  seven,  continuitiir  littor    wrckly  news  of  other  townf,  as  well  as  our  own  locals, 
on  incu  a  division  of  nine.    She  began  by  appro-    we  depend  ou  the  Mtlford  Journal,  Woonsockct 
prilling  fifty  doUsrs  to  sessions  hdd  only  in  the  win*  |  Patnoi,  Franklio  Sentwfl^  and  Dedham  Trantcript, 
tar  St  piivttte  houses,  and,  of  eoorse,  esriy  observing  |  the  last  oamed  having  the  court  and  ooMQr  news, 
thsineonvenienceof  this  method,  in  1795  dz  hundred    These  papers  constitute  a  constant  souroe  of  reliable 
•I41ar<«  was  •sot  off  to  the  construction  of  a  school-    information,  anil  meet  with  nn  incrca^in'jr  cirenlntion 
boose  ill  each  district,  but  this  amount  being  decidedly    among  our  cituens.   Belliugham  has  twu  titles,  which 
issdequate  to  the  desired  end,deven  hundred  dollars  ^  may  or  may  net  serve  to  cease  n  smile  on  the  coun- 
iBoie  followed  the  same  chaDuel  in  two  years  there-  |  teuaeoee  of  those  who  hsve  been  soeustomed  to  hesr 
after.   In  1793  fitly  pounds  was  expended  in  school-    them  repeated  for  many  years.   The  first  is  "  Bel- 
ine,  arnl  in  IT^H  the  appropriation  increased  tn  threo  '  linirham  Navy-Vard,"  ami  the  sccnnd  "  Blue  Jay 
hundred  dollars.    Sitcc  that  time  the  amount  has    Town."   As  to  the  first  named,  we  cannot  give  ori- 
Imcq  snnually  increased  by  small  additions,  until  iu  ,  gin,  but,  sure  enough  it  is,  whoever  coined  it  never 
the  year  1882  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Me  hundred  |  lived  to  see  it  die,  end  from  present  indications  I  pre» 
aod  sixty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five  eents  Wss  ex-    sumo  ice  never  shall.    As  to  the  latter  tide,  we  must 
pended  in  edui-ational  work.    The  f»nin  appropriatrd    miiiiit  it.i  Ptrce,  for  in  truth  the  town  in  as  full  of  h'lie 
&r  each  child  between  five  and  fifteen  ycara  of  age   yoyA     the  annual  town-meeting  is  full  ot  independent 
VMunts  to  nine  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents.   The  •  ideas.    As  will  bo  noticed  by  the  reader  of  this  urti- 
higtst  amonnt  per  popil  is  expended  by  the  town  of  j  de,  our  town  offers  very  low  taxes  and  excellent  bud- 
Miltoo,  which  is  twenty-six  dollars  and  eighty-eight    ne^ks  facilities  to  new-comers.    Situated,  figurativdy 
f'ents.    The  percentage  of  valuation  p\"fn  ii<.itd  fVn  this    .-[u  nkinir.  njiproxitiintf  f<i  B(>«tnn  ;ind  Providence,  an 
^ork  reduced  to  decimals  is  .0039,  and  »txteen  out  of    excellent  luarket  is  always  o|)cn  tor  the  dispoi-al  of  any 
^  tffenty*fottr  towns  in  the  county  spend  a  less  per-    production.     Railroad-stations  for   pa^cnger  and 
tntage  of  their  vduatbn  than  does  Bellitigham,  j  flight  trsflto  are  located  in  each  section  of  the  town, 
the  town  of  Milton  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  list,    and  the  larger  towns  beyond  give  us  a  much  better 
Onr  town  hii.s  two  hiuidrod  and  thirty-two  pupil**,  and    railnmd  nfcfmimodaf  ion   tlmn   is  umuuIv  t'lumd  in 
average  attendance  for  1882  was  one  hundred    towns  having  ten  tinicH  our  own  popuiution.  Kxcel- 
tsd  ninety-one,  or,  in  per  cent.,  .8233.    In  1883  ^  lent  water  privileges  exist,  but,  of  course,  in  the 
As  average  attendanoe  jumped  from  .8233  to  .1^2,  present  age  of  atesm  their  vdue  is  much  less  than 
vUdi,  we  bdieve,  pisms  the  town  number  one  io  '  formerly.   Fiist-dass  rosds  and  eoongh  of  them,  pure 


Digiti-^eu  by  Google 


158 


HISTORY  OF  NOKFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


well-water  and  plenty  of  i(,  no  lieeoM,  together  iritb 
other  facilities  and  a  denre  oiitlie  part  of  tfaeeitiiein 

to  aid  atid  as,?ist,  render  to  bustness  men  a  rare  oppor- 
tunity for  the  establiahment  of  uit'c'lutiiieal  industries, 
t»uuli  as  very  few  towoa  offer,  and  audi  aa  we  believe 
trill  iHtodttoe  nuMMaafbl  oompeCitioo.  If  this  article 
afiall  aarve  aa  a  fortuoato  inducement,  tlie  writer  will 
have  been  amply  repaid  for  tbe  time  and  labor  spent 
io  its  oompilatioD. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


AKOS  BAaaiSOK  fiOlBEOOK. 

Amos  Harrison  Holbrook,8on  of  Amos  and  Lucrctia 
(Burr)  Holbrook,  was  born  Nr  -  '2^  1818,  in  the 
house  where  be  now  resides  in  the  tuwii  of  Bellinshara 
(aiid  which  was  aW  the  birihplao«  of  hi»  fatherj. 
,  Joseph  Holbrook,  tbe  flrat  letder  on  this  plaee,  eame 
from  Braiatree  before  1700,  and  the  Bellingham 
branch  hiis  never  chanj^ed  it,-*  honic.  The  line  to 
Aujos  H.  is  J'isep/i  (1),  Jesse  ('J),  Ainariah  i'i), 
Attjuii  (  4 ),  Aoioa  H.  (5).  Joseph  had  mm, — Joseph, 
JeMe,  Elijah,  aod  David,  "nie  three  lots  he  owoed  as 
proprietary  lots  were  divided  into  four  shareti,  the 
eldest's  being  a  double  portion,  following  the  English 
manner  of  preference  for  the  elder.  t)f  these  shares, 
Amos  U.  now  owns  three,  all  but  that  uf  the  elder, 
and  tbas  tbe  land  has  been  in  the  possesrion  of  the 
Holbrook  fionily  rises  its  original  oeonpation  bj  tbe 
lodians. 

Jo.scph  was  a  deacon  of  the  church,  and  was  one  of 
the  petitionera  fur  the  urgauiKatiuu  oi  the  town  of  liel- 
liogham*  He  vss  a  man  of  great  eneigj  sod  perse-' 
Toranoe.  When  over  axty  years  old  he  rode  horse- 
back to  New  Jersey  to  engage  a  profcffsor  for  Provi- 
dence College  on  its  establi^hnieiit,  and  was  on  the 
road  six  weeks.  Jesxe  was  captain  ut  the  Belling- 
ham company,  and  was  ordered  to  Tieonderoga  in 
1755,  and  did  good  awviee.  He  helped  his  son 
Amariali  liuild  the  house  now  occupied  by  A.  H.  in 
17Sn,  alto  in  his  old  ai'e  was  probably  cngncrt'd 
with  the  patriot,  or  Continental,  mmy  in  Khude  bland 
duriog  the  Revolndon.  He  was  prominent  in  town 
affaiiB  and  pnblie business,  was  selectman  in  1780,  al- 
ways a  farmer,  and  •^prvcil  his  day  and  gent  ratioii  well. 
He  married  a  Thayer,  and  had  two  ciiildren,-  Ainariah 
and  Je^  (2).  Uc  lived  to  a  i^oud  old  age,  and,  with 
his  father  and  desesndanta,  is  baried  in  the  cemetery 
at  North  Bellinghani.  Klijuh  lived  on  bis  portion,  his 
bouse  being  about  one  hundred  rods  esst  of  tbe  old 


home,  wss  also  a  fivmer,  was  mstried  bsftse  1750, 
had  four  sons,  who  wars  all  soldiers  in  the  Revelation. 

AfttT  the  war  some  of  them  settled  in  Virginia.  Ama- 
rinh  was  born  June  <>,  IToH.    He  went  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Kevolutionary  war.    During  hi^  service  he 
retnmed  home  and  married  Molly  Wright^  of  Wren* 
ihani.now  Franklin,  born  March  28.  1759,  died  Aug. 
24,  1S45.     They  had  nine  children. — Tryphena.  X.-i- 
hum,  Amoa,  Amariah,  Joel.  Abigjiil.  Nathan,  Asa. 
I  Lyman, — all  of  whom  lived  to  advanced  age,  except 
Nathan,  who  died  when  about  fbrty-llTe.  Amariah  (2) 
died  Sept  7, 1797.  He  8er%-ed  during  the  war  in  Rhode 
I  Ii«Iund,  Roxbury,  Ma.ss.,  and  New  Jersey,  under  Gen 
j  Washin;gton.     He  w!is  paid  off  at  expiration  of  ser- 
vice in  New  Jer^y  with  Couitueutitt  money,  and  wag 
I  vnable  to  parohase  a  dinner  with  all  of  it.  Had  it  not 
been  f>)r  .'ioroe  silver  be  had  in  his  possesriioo  pre- 
vioubly,  he  would  have  fared  badly  before  r'^achinr 
bi«i  home  in  Bellingham.    P?e  engaged  in  farming  on 
•  the  horaeMtead  afler  the  Revolution,  held  some  town 
I  offices,  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  heU 
in  great  eateem  by  his  fellow-citisens.    Amos  was 
'  born  April  27.  1783,  lived  at  home  until  ht;  wa--»  four- 
!  teen  vf-ars  old,  then  went  to  West  Medway  to  leani 
\  the  blacksmith  a  trade,  where  he  remained  (six  yean. 
I  He  worked  as  jovmeymao  about  two  yean,  then  <s- 
I  tabliahad  himself  at  Bellingham  Four  Corners  for  a 
few  years.    He  tnarried,  Deo.  1,  1808,  Lucretia, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Lucretia  Burr,  of  Bellingham 
(on  old  New  England  tkmily).    She  wa»  bom  Oct. 
12. 1787,  died  May  10, 1860.  Their  ebildien  w«m 
Whitman,  bom  Jan.  29,  1811  ;  Lucretia,  bom  Aug. 
I  20,  181.');  Anioi  II.;  Almira.  died  young;  Olive 
'  (Mrs.  0.  P.  Cushman>,  born  April  116,  1S27.  Aboui 
the  time  uf  hits  marriage  he  moved  to  tbe  old  hoiue- 
I  stead,  buying  oat  the  interests  of  bis  ftther's  bsiis, 
and  passed  bis  life  there.    He  worked  at  his  trade 
in  connection  with  farming,  and  was  many  times 
chosen  sdeetman,  was  a  capt:un  of  the  militia,  highly 
esteemed  lor  hi^j  tyuuud  sense  and  good  judgment. 
He  was  a  Demoerat  in  politioa.   His  death  oeeured 
Hay  16,  18G7. 

Amos  H.,  the  present  occupant  of  the  Holbrook 
farm,  has  b^en  twice  married,  first  lo  Nancy,  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Sully  Ad^mti,  ol  iiellingbam,  Dec.  15, 
.  1853.  By  this  marriage  he  bed  two  ehildrsn,— Ids 
M.  (deoeased)  and  Nannie  A.  Mrs.  Nancy  Holbrook 
died  Nov.  19,  18«2,  mul  lie  married,  June  0,  \^f'i. 
Mary  J  ,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  .Margaret  Burnbam, 
of  Medway.  They  had  one  child,  .M.  Florence.  MiS. 
Mary  J.  Holbrook  died  when  Florsnee  wss  but  (bur 
jeow  old,  March  3, 1869.  She  had  enjoyed  vigoroui 
^  health,  and  on  the  day  of  her  death  abe  waa  obeerfal 
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M»d  happy,  awl  virited  fiMMb  half  a  mile  distant; 
vbile  on  the  way  ahe  oomptainod  of  aevere  paio  in 

lier  bead,  and  became  ancoDsdoas ;  in  ten  hours  after 
ehc  breathed  lur  last.  She  poaseseed  talents  of  a  high 
order,  and  had  a  good  academic  education.  Kind,  con- 
fldenite,  and  dij^ified  la  all  her  aooal  nlatiooa,  she 
wm  dM  km  and  oonMonoe  of  hor  aaBodataa.  She 
was  the  light  and  joy  of  the  domeatic  mrde, — a  de- 
roted  wife  antl  faithful,  lovine  mother.  Her  loss  was 
deeply  felt  by  all  who  had  her  acquaiotaoce j  ''None 
knav  her  hot  to  love  h«."  81m  me  a  menber  of 
the  Baptiife  Chmbh,  and  diadngoialMd  for  Chriatian 
work. 

Mr.  Holbrook  had  the  advantage  only  of  common 
•dioot  education,  supplemented  by  attendance  at  high 
Mhopl  in  Bellingham  and  Franklin  for  a  abort  Uae. 
Ha  hm  alwaja  nnded  on  the  old  aneeatral  aama,  haa 
held  various  official  poiHioni,— town  ci  k  !  r  ten  jeara, 
«»>«fls<vr,  selectmun  for  many  years, — ami  in  ftvery  po- 
sition has  ever  been  worthy  of  the  universal  respect 
and  eateem  with  wbi)d»  the  people,  among  whom  he 
haaalwajya  bean  raudent,  now  hold  him.  He  haa  never 
given  a  promiaaory  note  but  once  in  his  lifo,  and  that 
was  to  his  brother  in  settlement  of  his  father'f  «»tate, 
of  whom  they  were  the  heirs.  His  politics  have  been 
F^ea^il,  Whig,  and  Repobtiean.  He  waa  dioaen 
Bpadal  eottn^  eoaanittriener  two  tema,  tarn  1865  to 
1872,  bus  frequently  been  aent  to  State  and  eonnty 
conventions  by  liis  town. 

He  ifl  one  of  Bellingbam  s  most  sabttantial  citixens, 
lad  one  of  the  truly  prospeiona  firaen,  having  in 
poMBMion  one  hundred  and  eighty  aeraa  in  Belling* 
bam  and  FiranUb. 


NATHAN  A.  COOK. 


Nathan  A.  Cook  waa  born  in  Uxbrldge,  Mass., 
S«pt.  14.  1823.  He  oomw  of  '^nvd  Puritanic  stock, 
rttichiog  back  through  the  early  »€ttluuiciU  ul'  New 
England  to  an  Ett|^iah  family  of  good  repute. 
Walter  Cook,  the  firat  Ameriean  anoeator»  waa  a  reu- 
dent  of  Weymouth,  Mass.,  in  1643.  The  line  of 
descent  to  Nahum  runs  thus :  Walter  ( 1 ),  Walter  {2), 
Nicholas  (1),  Nicholas  (2),  Kzckiel,  Ziba,  Nahum, 
Nathan  A.,  whieh  diowa  Katban  to  be  in  the  eighth 
geaeration.  We  ean  tall  but  little  of  the  two  Waltera, 
but  Nicholas  (1)  was  one  of  tho  signers  of  the  pe- 
tition for  the  organization  of  Hellinuliiim,  which  pre- 
viously belougeU  to  Dedbam  and  Mendon.  He  v»»  a 
very  pronbent  man  in  town  affaira.  Hia  will  was 
ude  Oct  10, 1778,  and  diapoaea  of  ml  estate  at 
^'Candlewood  HiU;*  From  j^iebolaa  to  Nathan  all 


thia  ftmily  have  bean  eonnaoted  with  affaiia  of  note  in 
town  and  with  pnbUe  ofiee. 

Ziba  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  born  and  reared  in 
Bellingham,  and  passed  most  of  his  days  on  Scott  Hill. 
He  married  Joanna,  daughter  of  Setb  and  Amy 
(Cook)  Aldrich,audhadaixehDdwn, — Duty,  iVoAum, 
Ziba,  Enniee,  Joanna,  Amy, — who  aU  attainad  omp 
turity.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
He  was  born  May  6.  1704,  and  died  at  Blackstone, 
July  15,  184(»,  aged  seventy -six.  His  son  Nabam 
waa  bora  in  BelKngbau  Maxeh  28, 1 796,  married  GKbil, 
daughter  of  Banlial  and  JeniflM  (Mono)  Baloom, 
of  Douglas,  Hasa.,  and  settled  in  Uxbridge  as  a  fanner. 
Afler  a  residence  there  nf  four  years  be  returned  to 
Bellingham,  purchased  the  place  where,  with  bis  son 
Nathan,  be  now  rendaa.  At  one  tune  be  owned  nal 
eatate  inaix  towna.  Hia  ohildran  were  Ifathan  A. 
and  Amy  A.  Amy  married  Alvah  Aldrioh,  of  Belling- 
ham ;  had  fivetihildren. — Albert  A.,  Geofjre  E.,  Hattie 
A.,  Charles  W.,  and  Weston.  She  died  Keb.  9, 1879. 
Hra.  Sibfl  Cook  died  Jane  26, 1858.  Nahnm  and 
wife  were  for  many  yean  membera  of  the  Belbrmed 
Methodist  Church.  He  has  held  various  town  offices 
durini:  Iiih  life,  nnd  stands  well  in  the  regards  of 
those  who  know  him.  He  is  of  positive  character, 
atfiet,  stem,  and  atra^tforward.  Hb  *'  yea  is  yea, 
and  hb  nay  b  nay,"  and  diaatmubtioo  b  unknown  to 
him  ;  he  came  of  good  Doinocratic  stock,  and  has  al- 
ways adluT''<!  ti-T!;i'"i<>usly  t^i  their  principles.  At  one 
election  fur  lueubcr  of  Congress  there  was  but  one 
Demoonatb  vote  eaat  in  town,  and  that  waa  hb  The 
printed  ballota  fbr  aome  roaaon  did  not  arrive,  and 
Mr.  Cook  cut  the  printed  ticket  from  his  newspaper 
and  dcprtsited  it  Although  eighty-swveu  yeara  old, 
he  still  attends  town-meetings  and  elections. 

Nathan  A.  Oook  waa  reaied  a  farmer,  and  teeaived 
hia  edneation  at  Vnnklin  Aoademy  and  HoUiaton 
Academy.  Tliis  last  school  was  a  noted  institution, 
under  tho  celebrated  instructor  "  Master  Rioe."  On 
account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  Cook  was  compelled  to 
return  to  eottotry  fife.  He  taught  wbter  terma  of 
aehool  aeventeeu  eonaeotttive  wintaia,  and  waa  called, 
when  member  of  school  committee,  several  terma 
when  trarhcr.^  liiul  taili  d.  His  home  has  hem  witb 
hijj  fat licr  during  bi.s  whole  life,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years,  and  he  haa  sttooeoded  to  the  management 
of  the  anotttral  aorea,  of  wbii^,  in  the  towna  of 
Bellingham  and  Blackstone,  they  have  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  aprpf*.  He  married.  March 
2S,  1845,  Scua  A.,  daughter  of  ^Stephen  and  Miranda 
(Cook)  Oook.  Their  ehildien  were  Qtorye  A'  ,  who 
^ed  at  twelve  yeara  <^  ;  iVoAam  H.^  bom  Jan.  13, 
1849  (he  married  Ellen  R.  Farrington,  and  b  now  a 
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nMiclMDt  aod  deputy  poitmaitar  at  Belfingham 

Centre);  Irwin  F.,  born  Jan.  31,  1S55,  was  educated 
at  the  acadomy  at  Woonsockt  t,  K  1  ,  and  Business 
College,  Providence,  in  wliich  school  he  became  a 
Bttoeenftil  iosiractor.  Ha  aA«nraid8  tanghi  in  the 
pnbtte  adiootsor  Attlabonnqch,  and  woo  faigh  en-  ! 
COnittiuB  as  a  teacher.  He  sought  the  most  difficult 
schools,  and  8par<»d  no  exertions  nor  labor  to  brin<:  them  ; 
iBto  perfect  discipline,  lie  was  soon  principal  of  the 
graded  Mibool  of  North  AUkbovoagh,  and  filled  that 
poaition  with  marked  raooeaa.  Ria  delieate  pbjrieal 
nature,  however,  could  not  stand  the  labor  which  his 
indomitable  will  placed  upon  him.  and  ho  died  of  con-  ' 
sumptiou  Sept.  22, 188U,  keeping  at  work  until  within 
a  very  few  daja  of  hia  death.  An  Attleborou^h  ^ 
paper  io  noting  his  Amend  lajpa,  **  Mr.  Cook  wai  j 
universally  respected  and  beloved,  and  gained  the  love 
of  his  friends  and  jiujiiln  to  an  unusual  dejiree.  He 
was  devoted  heart  and  houI  to  hi.s  profeiisiou,  haviog,  | 
ae  hia  highest  aim,  bis  greatest  ambition,  to  be  a  good 
teaoher.  Long  it  will  be  ere  hia  memory  is  forgotten." 
Nathan  A.  Cook  has  been  much  in  public  business. 
He  has  often  hem  called  upon  to  fill  pnsiiions  of 
honor,  responsibility,  and  trust.  Ik-  wa:^  appointed 
jttstioe  of  the  peaee  abont  thirty  years  ago,  and  has 
held  thatoommission  ever  rinee.  He  is  in  his  second 
term  as  trial  jnatiee.  He  haa  been  selectman  three 
terms,  town  treasurer,  nw»es8or,  overp<»»'r  of  the  poor, 
member  of  the  school  committeo,  superintendent  of 
sidMiDls,  ooUeetor  of  taxes,  and,  with  Samad  Warner,  , 
of  Wrentham,  represents  the  Eighth  District  of 
Norfolk  County  in  the  State  Legildature.  To  this 
oflBco  he  was  olfctod  in  1882,  receiving  iu  his  own 
town  all  of  the  votes  cast  but  five.  He  in  Republican 
in  pditioH.  He  has  do&e  mnch  prolmte  bnaineas,  settled 
many  estates,  u  esaot,  methodical,  and  acenrate,  and 
is  justly  [ropular.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ^Icthodist 
Episcopal  Church,  ah  exhortor  oftluit  communion,  and 
is  clerk  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  oi  the  Eu^t  l^iack- 
atooe  Society.  He  is  a  BMmber,  also,  of  Montgomery  : 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Milfofd,  Mass.,  joining  it  in 
1862. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
PEANKUN.I 

Eftrljr  HMorjr  M  PrNteat— Vifrt  €aMi«a  of  Dadbaa— Par- 

chn»e«>f  Wrenthoiu — The  New  Precinct — Church  Organized — 
Fir»t  Minister — MwtioK-Hitude — f'liun  h  Miuii; — Disnoni*— 
I'recinct  Mini'-lrr*  —  Hps-.  Il  ivcii,  H.^rnuD),  EmiUOD* — Ci*il 
Uiitorjr— Mov*  for* Iowa— Xunn  Hittory — iDourporation— 
Why  BftBod  FrankUn — Town  Librar>- — Topogntphjr — Mapi 
— In<iian  Tnuiition«~Revoliitit)nar>-  War— Scntiiucntii  ia 
TowD-MtetiDg— Soidiora'  6«e<iad  Uo«liag.Hoa«»— It*  Site, 
Onot,  B«>1l — Movod  aad  HodoniitMl— Tniorior  OlinpM  of 
Uniin-  I.ifo — Milit4irjr  AfTnir* — TrBiiutiic  ;itnl  Mu»ter» — The 
I'oor—Uurial-Urounda — PcMt-UffioM  —  Toinperoooo —  Emri] 
Indnttriw. 

Mure  thao  two  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  when 
the  fbTesfc.trees  had  withdravo  thehr  shadows  hardly 
the  distance  of  an  Indian's  arrow-flight  fnm  Boafam 
Common,  the  Puritan  immigrants  b^n  to  fed  an 

impulse  to  "go  Wp>t  " 

Following  raiLvr  than  leading  this  impulse,  the 
Governor  and  hia  court,  in  session  at  Newtowne,  Sept. 
2,  1635,  ordered  "  that  there  shall  be  a  phmtatioa 

settled  about  two  miles  above  the  falls  of  Charles 
lliver.  on  the  northeast  side  thereof,  to  havp  trroutil 
lying  to  it  on  both  sides  the  river,  both  upland  and 
meadow,  to  be  laid  oat  hereafter  as  the  eoart  shell 
direct." 

September  8th  of  the  nest  year,  1 636,  this  oidir 
was  followed  by  another,  naming  the  new  settlement 
"  Deddham,"  and  this  grant  of  territory  was  so  large 
as  to  indnde  what  now  forms  thiftaea  towns  and 
parts  of  four  others. 

Twenty-four  years  pa.^sod  away,  and  the  new  settlers 
m  ppread  that  in  16()l)  ihirtv-fnur  of  them  hou^'lit  of 
the  Wumpauoagesix  hundred  acres  of  land  still  farther 
west  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds.  They  adi^ted 
the  Lidian  name  of  Wollomonopoag.  Among  their 
still  familiar  nnim^s  wore  Anthony  Fisher,  Saigent 
KHis,  Kohfrt  Ware,  James  Thorp,  Isaac  Bollard, 
Samuel  Fisher,  Samuel  Parker,  Jt^hn  Farriogtoo, 
Ralph  Freeman,  and  Sargent  Stevens. 

Oct.  16, 16T3,  a  petition  for  the  ineorporstion  of 
Wo]1oiiion<ip<iiig  as  a  town  was  presented  tfi  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  with,  to  us,  astonishinfr  promptness, 
waa  granted  "  the  next  day," — so  say  the  colonial 
records.  Thus  Wrentham,  the  namesake  of  the 
Bn^ish  homo  of  some  of  the  settlera,  took  her  piece 
and  name  in  histoi^. 

The  settlement  increns'ed  so  steadily  that  in  1718 
it  was  divided  into  four  school  districts,  each  with  a 

ICotttpil'  1  tV  m  -'RUke'!)  Hl.itory  of  Franklin"  tad  Ollwr 
■ottKM,  hf  Mn.  fi.  L.  Hone.  Oopjright  tmntti- 
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dima  nMMitlii'  wbool.  Th«M  afterwanb  bmim  aob- 

etaiitiiilty  the  AmU  of  three  suUtaottsl  towDfl)  tbe 
chief  of  which  was  Franklin,  the  others  Norfolk  and 
Bdlinghaai.  The  next  year  (1719)  the  first  pr«(»nct 
waa  aet  off  and  called  Bellingh&m. 

After  1UU17  petitioM  mud  reftuab,  Wfondttu  nJbo- 
Untlj  gave  W  consent,  and,  on  the  23d  of  DwMBlMr, 
17'57,  Governor  Belcher  with  liis  hignatnrc  cat  off  a 
Mcund  precinct,  wbieh  in  fortj  jears  grew  into  the 
town  of  FrankliD. 

Hm  V«w  VkwiBei— 'The  limt  wtrraat  to  orgui- 
ixe  the  new  preoiMt  ms  inoed  bj  Jonuthaii  Ware, 
justice  of  the  p'';ic*'  and  Was  addressed  to  Rubcrt 
Pond,  Daniel  Uawcd,  David  Jonos,  Daniel  TburHtun, 
and  John  Adami,  five  of  the  freeholders.  The  other 
patitioMfs  wora— 


David  Pond, 

\  n  1  li  a  1 1  n ■  1  F  ai  r  liii  11  k  » , 

John  FailM, 

JiHintliim  Wri(5ht, 

Saonsl  MorM^ 

B«qiaaii>  Rookwood, 

Iftaba*!  Wilm, 

John  RtohaHMm, 

Eini  Pond, 

Job  Partridge, 

SuiacI  Metoair, 

Tboauw  Kockwood, 

Blmr.  8bMk«1wortk» 

Xolwrt  Blalt*, 

E'firnr.  P^irtriflge, 

Juhti  Fi.ilicr, 

TbomM  M»D,  Sr., 

D»?i<l  Lftwrence,  Jr., 

John  Smith, 

BlMCMr  Wan, 

Elf-ajcr  Metcalf^ 

Eleazer  Metcalf,  Jr., 

Jutiah  Uftir«, 

Kbeneier  LairreoM, 

Juieph  Whitingi 

Miebnol  Meloalf, 

Slwaer  Fiihw, 

KbesM«r  Huatlaf, 

Simoo  Slocam, 

Edward  Omy, 

Jatne*  N«w, 

Xathunicl  Haw^ 

Urwii  WilMw, 

Blwnr.  Ctark, 

BdwaHBaU, 

DaHd  D*r1iD;, 

Nathaniel  Fisher, 

Ichab.iJ  I'cii.i, 

SMBoel  Partridga^ 

LiDMu-d  Fitber, 

Daal«1  Utaom, 

David  Lftwraootb 

Bwaeli  Pond, 

Inall,4S. 

Tha  fiiat  naattog  wa 

a  held  on  tha  16th  of  Jann- 

arj,  1737-38,  at  twelvo  o'clock.    The  needful  officers 
were  chos»en.  ;\ii<l  tour  days  lafor,  at  a  ficcoiid  lutH'ting, 
ibej  went  to  work  with  a  will.    First,  thej^  voted 
e^htj  pouoda  for  pnaebing,  tod  appointed  a  eom* 
■ittee  to  aoeara  it;  anotiher  eoauDittee  waa  ehoaea 
to  provide  uint<.ri:il3  for  a  maating-house  in  place  of 
the  Rtna!!  building:  heretofore  provided,  to  bo  forty 
£eet  long,  thirty-one  wide,  and  tweoty-feet  posts.  They 
dflo  aaak  a  raqaaat  to  Wreotbaiu  for  tha  fnUnmeiit  of  I 
a  pMCBiaa  nada  than  ten  yaara  before,  that  money  | 
paid  by  them,  anKmnting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  eleven  Rhillinps,  towards  its  mccting-bouae  j 
should  be  repaid  to  them.    At  first  Wrentham  re- 
ftaad,  but  after  four  mootha*  delay  the  ret^ucst  was  I 
granted. 

First  Ohireh  and  Minister. — Meantime,  a  chureh 
moBt  bo  orgaoiaed  to  oeoapjr  the  new  meetiDg-hooae 


when  httilt  and  listen  to  a  minuter  yak  to  be  eaHed. 

Son;  [  vonty  brethren,  having  secured  letter>.  from 
the  Uiother-chureh  at  Wrentham,  kept  the  16th  of 

I  Febroary,  1738,  "as  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and 
pmjer  to  implore  the  blessing  of  God  &nd  His  direc- 
tion  in  the  aettling  of  a  ehwcb,  and  in  order  to  the 
ealliogaod  settling  of  a  goqpd  miaiatcr  in  Raid  plaoe." 
And  on  that  day  in  a  lar^e  ajscmbly  the  covcnnnt 
was  read  and  accepted,  and  Kev.  Mr.  Baxter,  of  Med- 
field,  moderator,  pronounced  them  a  duly-org&nized 
ebnroh  of  oar  Lord  Jesoa  Christ.  IVithont  any  lia- 
teuing  tu  miaoeUaoeoiia  eandldates,  they  united  upon 
their  first  selected  pretieher.  On  Xov.  S.  ITHR,  Rev. 
Elias  Haven  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor  of  the 
new  churah.  The  audience  assembled,  not  in  tha 
meeting-hooae,  aa  it  was  net  yet  built,  bat  in  a 
valley  near  its  future  site.  After  sixteen  years  of 
miijusterial  work,  performed  in  physical  weunness  and 
pain,  Kev.  Mr.  Haven  died  of  consumption,  and  God 
gave  him  rest  from  bis  labors,  Aug.  10,  1754',  in  his 
fortieth  jear.  The  atones  plaeed  by  a  remembering 

j  town  over  his  grave  in  tbo  old  cemetery  still  standi 
and  the  ioaoription  thereon  nmy  be  legible  for  years 

to  come. 

The  Meeting*Hoase. — The  precinct  having  aa 
organtaad  ehnreh,  a  aettled  minister  and  his  aalaiy 

provided,  and  materials  ready  for  a  church  buildingi 
its  next  duty  was  to  select  a  site  whereon  to  build. 
This,  as  in  the  first  settlement  ot  all  New  England 
towns,  mast  be  at  the  cootie  of  its  territory ;  for  in 
theae  early  days  no  hooae  was  permitted  to  he  bnilt 
above  half  a  mile  from  the  meeting-houKe  without 
leave  of  the  Court.  At  a  meetiog  of  the  settlers, 
held  the  7th  of  April,  1738,  five  men  were  sent  into 
a  comer  "  to  Debate  and  Consider  aod  Perfiz  upon  a 
plaea  for  Building  a  Meeting^Hooae  on  and  bring  it 
to  the  Precinct  in  one  hour."  Meanwhile,  the  rest 
spent  that  hour  in  voiin-:  and  unvoting  until  they 
reached  an  apparent  finality, — to  set  the  house  "  at 
the  most  eoQvenientest  pUoe  on  that  acre  of  Land 
That  waa  bid  out  By  Thomas  Man  for  the  use  of  the 
West  lulKibitanta  in  said  Precinct."  But  who  shall 
decide  where  tins  "  mn^t  convenicntrst  place"  is? 
Mr.  Plimpton,  "  survair  '  of  Medtietd,  is  selected  to 
bring  hb  implements  to  bear  on  the  solution,  who 
reports  for  the  west  oomer  of  Han'a  lot  aa  near  aa 
they  conveniently  can."  But  nest  yi:ir.  May  9, 
1739,  a  new*  i|nestion  arises,  whotlier  this  be  in  the 
exact  centre  of  the  precinct,  and  a  new  surveyor  is 
called  to  this  problem.  He  and  his  two  chainmeo 
are  pnt  under  oath  to  honeatly  survey  the  ground 
where  the  meetittg>hoaBe  shall  shortly  lie.*'  May  23d 
he  leporta  in  writing  aa  foUowa : 
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"  Okm'  :— Tbe-'p  iimv  Inform  jou  that  I  the  Subscriber  llava 
Btm  and  Umtund  ta  And  th«  Cenwr  «t  c*  Pnwinct,  UrM*. 
Decoi)  Bni'lw^r  and  Bcnj.  RofkwuoJ  bcin;.'  i  Vininmnn,  nnd  «o- 
oording  to  what  wo  find  by  Measuring  on  liie  drou"^  from  the 
Northerly  End  to  tlie  Southerlv  End  nnd  from  th«  Wi-«tvr)y  Sid«  I 
totbo  Ewtvriy  Hide  of  th«  Same  I  find  the  Center  of  »  >  .Meiunir-  ' 
ing  to  tw  Sonth  weaterlj  from  the  Pre«cDt  Meeting  koiue  » ItKk- 
Botcr  thun  an  Hundred  Rodi^wberewe  Pitehed  &  Stake  Md  i 
MiMie  Ml  heyf  of  Stooet.  | 

The  deed  of  one  acre  of  land  from  Thomas  Mao 
was  accepted  Sept.  11»  1739,  and  was  put  for  safe- 
keeping; into  the  care  of  Siiueon  Slocum.  In  the 
same  month  of  September,  another  comniiftpn  put 
seats  io  the  barn-like  building  aocordiDg  to  the  tim- 
ber provided,  and  "  one  look  and  and  bolts  and 
latches  for  the  doors,  and  cants"  for  tbe  gallery 
stairs,  and  ul.so  a  foundation  for  the  pulpit  and  pul- 
pit ;«tairs,  and  rat!?!  round  the  irallerics.  and  made  five 
'•pillows,  ' — a  small  number  (or a  modern  audience. 
Tbe  bills,  presented  Marob  3, 1740,  show  that  the 
committees  had  been  reasonably  expeditious.  The 
final  cost  of  tho  meetiug-housc  was  £338  H*/ , 
as  reported  iu  October.  1741.  Th.'  bnvs.  r  n,  were 
promptly  at  work,  for  in  July,  1740,  Cupc.  Fuiibiiuka 
is  Greeted  to  get  the  windows  mended,  and  to  prose- 
oate  the  depredators. 

Pitri  pami  with  the  nicetiiiti-house  arose  tho 
"  hor;-o-honsei»,"  whose  loriu'  strinp!  of  .suecessors 
afterwards  made  the  Fraukliu  (Joiuuiuu  .so  famous. 
They  were  all  planted  and  grew  on  Thomas  Han's 
acre.  Among  them  were  Bichard  PiifTtr's  "small 
diner-house,"  and  Isaac  Heton  and  Dr.  Jones  had 
a  "  small  noon-house." 

Of  this  oldest  real  meeting-house  no  picture  ur 
deacriptioa  is  in  esistenee.  Some  of  the  ssshes,  two 
Hwtaqaare  with  five-inch  panes  of  glsss  set  disgoaally 
in  lead,  were  visible  in  an  old  house  not  tiiany  years 
ago,  but  of  their  present  whereabouts,  if  they  exist 
at  ail,  no  man  now  knowetb. 

The  building  stood  cm  the  slight  hill  north  of  the 
present  Catholic  Church,  in  a  surrounding  girth  of  ; 
dw;irfi>i\  jii((li-]iinrs.  It  was  guarded  by  platoon.-*  cf 
horse-sheds  and  some  small  dinner-houses,  where  the 
forefithers  of  tho  bsmlet  shared  their  lunch  and  ex- 
changed opinions,  and  the  mothers  ooned  their  in« 
iants  and  compared  news  during  the  hour's  noon  in- 
termission of  th.'    MMtli  service.  j 

This  first  boubti  was  used — subjected  to  occasional 
internal  modifications  aa  the  oongregation  increased  ] 
and  the  taste  changed— until  Oct.  12,  1789,  flMrty- 1 
eight  years  from  its  completion.    A  committee  was 
then  chosen  to  sell  the  outgrown  and  aged  buildin^' 
withiu  twenty  days,  or  to  pull  it  dowu  at  their  dih- 


LTi  tion.  As  there  is  no  record  of  its  Bala,  it  Wis 
probably  taken  down.    Next  to  the  house  andf  its 

minister  conji  s 

The  Church  Music  of  "  y  Olden  Time."— The 
"Old  Bay  Psalm-Book"  was  used  at  first  in  all  the 

colonial  churches.  A  chorister  Started  the  tunes 
with  a  pitch-pipp,  .ind  the  confiregation.  each  in  Ins 
own  good  time, — which  iiii.'lit  be  faster  or  slower 
than  the  leader's, — followed  on  or  hastened  ahead. 
All  sang  the  same  part^  and  with  an  energy  begotten 
of  facing  northeasters,  fdliog  fors8t*traee,  and  shout- 
int:  fn  tardy  nxcn  winding  among  their  stumps.  No 
two  sang  alikr.  and  the  sounds  were  .en  crievnn-?  to 
tbe  ears  of  the  people  that  their  di»tre».it  fouud  voice 
in  a  vote  of  the  pieeinet,  June  26, 1738,  "To  sing 
no  other  tunes  than  are  Pricked  Down  in  o\ir  former 
PMihn  Biiok.'r  which  werr  Printoi]  between  Thirty  and 
I'orty  years  Agoe,  and  To  Sin^  Theni  as  They  nre 
Prickt  down  in  them  as  Near  as  they  can.  '  The 
older  people  remonstrated  against  this  invaaon  of 
their  liberties,  but  the  jirecliict  refused,  in  September, 
"  to  ease  those  tliut  were  itielined  to  sing  tbe  ol<l  way." 
Six  months  later,  March  8,  1733-31),  the  church 
"  voted  to  sing  by  rule,  according  to  note,"  and  chose 
Joeeph  Whiting  to  set  the  tunes  in  the  ehuoh. 

Later  in  the  same  meeting  some  onrions  sonl  stirred 
up  the  brethren  by  tbe  query.    What  notice  will  tb<? 
church  take  of  one  of  the  brethren  s  stricking  into  a 
pitch  of  the  tuoe  unvisually  raised  February  18th?" 
I  For  answer,  another  Tote  was  recorded : 

"Whbhk,\!«,  our  btiittifcr,  Dttiid  I'und,  iis  suvi-ral  ol'  our 
brethren,  tit.,  D»rid  Juum,  Kbepoier  Hunting,  Oenj.  Rook- 
wood,  Jr.,  Amod  Hawii,  and  MiohMl  Metmlf,  aiiprchaod, 
Btmck  into  a  pitch  of  tbe  tone  on  Febrverj  ISlh,  iu  the  pnhlie 
worship  in  iln'  ri>ri>noon  raised  abovi-  »li:>t  wM  net  :  nfter  mcwt 
of  the  eoDgregiitiuD,  m  is  Ibonght,  kept  the  piteh  for  three 
linae,  nad  after  our  putor  had  deetred  them  Uiat  had  raieed 

it  to  fall  t'<  tlic  I'itcb  tbkt  wojs  tet  U>  bo  .M]il.-il>!t<,  lii  .-ri.t  ur  ta 
tfa»t  purpose;  the  queetioo  wu  pot,  whether  tbe  church  ap- 
prelieadt  thii  oar  brother  Siavid  Pond'a  ao  dolof  t»  be  dieer- 
derly;  .itid  it  prt<«cd  in  the  afBruiatiTe,  sad  Ssrid  FSBd  it 

Rutpr  n  i<  d  until      iifaction  is  giren." 

But  David  Pond  fmzc  over  at  this  cold  bla.-t  of 
reproof  and  biDipension,  and  h\»  musical  thermometer 
went  below  zero,  where  it  stayed  for  thirtoea  years. 
At  last,  Jan.  12, 1751-52,  he  melted  into  oonfemion 
of  error,  and  all  discord  wa-  dr  iwneJ  in  harmony. 

Another  vote  of  the  church  on  this  subject  is  sig- 
nificant. May  18,  1739,  it  was  voted  that  the  man 
that  tunes  the  Psalm  in  the  coogrcgatinu  be  limited 
till  fttrthsr  direction  to  aome  partieular  tunes,  and  the 
tunes  limited  are  Canterbury,  London,  Windsor,  St. 
Pavid'.s.  Cainbriil'^re,  Sliort  One  Hundredth,  and  One 
Huadredth  and  Forty -eighth  Psalm  tuoes;  sod  Bei\j. 
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Boekwood,  Jr.,  to  tene  the  patliD."  Ten  jetit*  ; 
jmettw  ao  iron  apM  tbeee  aovea  pemilted  tnoM  j 

that,  April  5,  1749,  the  church  removed  the  limita- 
tion ami  the  hymns  thereafter  flowed  smonthly  on  in 
manj  separate  streanid  likd  tlie  voice  of  many  waters. 
AH  mot  ittiimcillj,  as  betiraen  the  taoae,  Ibr  a  time  [ 
hot  on  April  15, 1760,  afnang  up  a  war  of  rival  I 
hymn-books  which  lasted  for  five  years,  until  the  4th 
of  July.  1705,  '.vlu'ii  it  wrts  tloi  i.l-d  by  the  victory  of 
l>r.  Watis  version  of  tlie  psalms  over  the  Old  Bay 
Bnln-Book,  »od  Tate  mod  Bradj'a  versioo  of  psalma  ' 
aad  hjfDoa.   I>r.  Watts  nuBsined  in  poaaMrion  of  the  , 
field  for  nearly  ninety  jenrs,  until  the  Puritan  hymo-  j 
and  tunc  hook,  born  iti  MfTtion  Association  io  1858, 
raised  him  also  onto  the  Hhelf  of  aatiqueik 

The  Freoinet  Hiaiaten^Kev.  IHiaa  Haven,  the  , 
first  minister  of  the  joong  ehnroh,  after  aizteen  yean 
of  pastoral  labor  in  failing  health,  through  which  he 
was  tenderly  helped  by  a  loving  people,  died  of  con- 
sumption in  1744,  and  was  buried  io  the  central 
eenetery  of  the  town,  irhere  a  stone  still  stands  to  his 
memory.  Then  esne  the  tiyiog  experiences  of  heai^ 
ing  candidates  sod  seieeting  his  snooeaaor.  Bat  they 
sat  down  patiently  to  scrutinize  whomsoever  mme  be- 
fore them  ;  aud  the  sitting,  if  not  the  patience,  lasted 
lor  six  years.  One  after  another  preaohed  in  reriew 
befbn  them.  Aaron  Pntnam,  Joseph  Haven,  Stephen 
Holmes,  Thomas  Brooks,  a  Mr.  NortoD,  Joseph 
Manning,  to  whom  they  "  ^^tay  with  us,"  but 
be  declined  I  Messrs.  Part»ond,  Uoodhue,  Phillips, 
Pajsoa,  who  also  dedined  their  call ;  Jeaae  Root  and 
Nathan  Hott,  who  refused  to  atay ;  John  Eeta,  Mr. 
QNgory,  aud  :it  last  came  Caleb  Barnnm,  of  Daabury, 
Conn.  He,  the  fourteenth  carifJidatc,  was  urjrcd  to 
stay  by  one  hundred  and  two  votes,  and  was  offered 
asveoty  pounds  aalaiy  per  annnm,  and  one  hnndred 
and  thirty-three  pounda  settlement  as  an  additional 
motive.  After  several  months  of  consideration,  ho 
finally  accepted,  and  was  settled  June  4,  1760,  and 
iix  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Haven. 

Bov.  Caleb  Bsmvm  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
IMwrah,  bora  in  Danhnry,  June  30,  1737 ;  grada- 
ated  at  Princeton,  1757,  and  received  an  A.M.  in 
1768  from  both  Princeton  and  narvard.  U\s  brief 
pastorate  of  eight  years  was  lull  of  divcrn  di.tlurb- 
aaees,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the  hymn-book 
oooflict  alteady  mentioned.  Some  diffeted  alao  firom 
his  opinions  and  be1-'<  f  preached  from  the  pulpit, 
and  some  kft  to  attomJ  ^^fparati-ls'  imctinghi,  hut  the 
migorit^  vindicated  the  pastor.  The  differences 
Msmed  to  be  more  between  the  precinct  and  the  | 
dnmh  than  in  the  ehureh  itaelf ;  but  the  minister  ) 
stood  as  a  eential  figore  between  the  two  partiea,  and  ' 


wss  atta^od  by  both.  His  resigoation  was  eansed 
by  these  diasensi(ms»  and  being  made  final,  despite 
their  relnotMiee  to  grant  it>  be  was  dismiaaBd  Maroh 

The  next  February  he  was  installed  over  the  First 
Congregational  Ohnrch  in  Taunton.  In  1775  he 
joined  the  army  of  the  Bevolution,  and  became  ehap* 

lain  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusietts  Regiment, 
Cob  Jnhn  Cro.itoii,  then  near  Bo^ton.  Fob.  10,  177G. 
On  the  return  ol  his  regiment  from  Montreal  he  was 
taken  siek  at  Tioonderoga,  and  discharged  July  24, 
dying  at  Pittafield,  Ang.  23, 1776,  aged  thiHy-nine. 

Onoe  more  the  pulpit  waa  empty,  and  again  a  pro- 
cession of  candidate*!  app<?nrod.  One  and  another 
was  called  upon  to  stop,  but  each  declined,  and  they 
all  moved  on.  Then  the  people  looked  eadi  upon  his 
neighbor,  and  naked,  Why  will  no  one  stay  with 
us?" 

The  nifi'tinsr-house.  now  thirty  years  old,  and  too 
small  as  well  as  growing  old-fashioned  (for  there  was 
even  then  a  fashion  <br  meetiog^bonaes),  was  pondered 
upon  as  a  possible  obataele.  Therefore,  in  1772,  they 
chose  five  men  to  "  consult  upon  the  conveniences 
and  inconveniences  of  enlnnnn!r  and  repairing  their 
meetiog-bouse,  and  to  draw  a  plan  thereof  aud 
report.** 

Meanwhile,  the  eommittee  of  anpply  had  in  aomo 

way  heard  of  a  young  graduate  of  Yale  College  who 
had  prcadied  in  New  York  State,  and  was  now 
among  the  New  Hampshire  bills,  lie  was  smalt  in 
atatntOi  with  a  thin,  small  voioe,  and  he  heaitatad 
about  appearing  before  a  ehnroh  containing  two  sneh 
vigorous  and  bellii-ose  parties.  But  he  came,  Oc- 
tober, T7r)0,  and  es.saycd  to  fill  the  vacant  pulpit.  So 
well  did  he  supply  their  needs,  and  so  thoroughly  did 
they  test  him,  that  on  Nov.  30, 1772,  the  ehnroh,  by 
a  vote  of  thirty-two  oat  of  thirty-four,  invited  him 
to  become  their  pastor.  Two  weeks  later  the  precinct 
heartily  seeonded  their  invitation,  and  April  21, 
1773,  Natiianael  Emmons  was  settled  as  the  third 
precinct  minister.  The  service  was  held  out  of  doors, 
like  thai  of  both  of  his  predeeeaaofs,  In  the  valley 
west  of  the  preaent  Catholic  Church. 

The  rocmorv  of  TV.  Knnnons"  life  and  ministry  Is 
Htill  bright  in  the  town  where  ho  lived  and  labored 
for  more  than  fifty  yeaia.  Hia  nameaakes  are  found 
in  many  a  family,  and  many  a  town  and  State,  while 
anecdotes  of  him  and  his  pithy  apoth«gn»  are  still 
current,  and  still  bright  as  new  ooins,  and  more  valu- 
able for  use. 

In  one  aspect  Br.  fimmons  hss  been  and  still  is 
miarepieaented.  He  was  not  curt,  dogmatio,  and 
repeUenCw  Ho  was  not  unsocial  and  aostore  to  hia 
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poopie,  nar  ■  bnglMBr  to  the  joimg.   He  was  affiible,  °  Ik  was  removed  some  yem  ago,  and  U  now  doea  dtttj 

geniul,  and  witly,  and  enjoyed  a  good  joke  as  kecoly  a  teiietueut-house,  as  historic  buildings  are  wont 
as  any.  In  tlio  pulpit  his  clear-cut  and  lopca!  non-  to  do  in  our  hurryitu!  ■<'.'<•  June  17,  1810,  a  ^aoite 
leoces  sharpened  the  iutellect«  of  hi»  hearers  and  mooameDt,  paid  by  a  public  subscription,  was  erected 
HMMle  them  alerts  dtaerimioalii^,  and  dear-baaded  '  vitli  pnblio  aervioei  near  tbe  eentre  of  the  Comnnoo, 
thiakem,  haviog  aettled  o|Mnion»  of  their  owd.  He  •  aerom  which  tbe  venerabio  pastor  had  travded  to 
ruled,  therefore,  only  by  always  moving  in  the  line  of  and  from  his  church  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
his  people's  intelligent  convictions.  They  knew  him  An  ad(]re««i  w.iji  pis-en  in  the  church  by  Rev.  M. 
to  be  dimply  toUowiog  truth,  aud  tUey  had  to  tbiiow  Blake,  and  then  the  large  coiopaoy  a^jouro&d  to  the 
biB  gttidance  becauM  be  justified  to  them  every  step  Common,  when  tbe  dedicetoiy  addzen  was  mado  bj 
of  his  way.  '  the  then  paator,  Kev.  T.       Soathwortb.  Tbeae 

Dr.  Emmons'  active  ministry  continued  about  fifty-  addresses  were  printed, 
four  yt'fi"H,  from  April  21,  177"3,  to  May  2S.  1S27.  A  few  years  ago  this  nionutnr'nt  was  moved  into 
Twice  during  this  time,  in  17bl  and  again  in  17t^4,  he  a  new  part  of  tbe  cemetery,  out  of  public  sight  ajud 
beesme  discoaraged  in  bis  work  snd  asked  fbr  *  dk*  oontraiy  to  tbe  nnelteiaUe  provision  of  the  iocietj 
misBioo ;  bat  his  people  nnaDimonaly  rafnsad  to  grant  :  wbiob  proennd,  loested,  end  ereeted  it  on  tbe 
it.  Before  the  close  of  1784  a  powerful  revival  added  Common. 

seventy  to  his  church,  quickened  his  weary  spirit,  The  ecolesiastiea!  hi«^tory  of  the  proL-inct.  which 
and  ended  his  discouragements.  During  his  fifty-fuur  in  those  early  years  was  practically  idcutical  with  its 
jw  of  work  three  bundled  and  eight  were  gathered  :  eivil  reeord,  hers  praciieellj  «&ds. 
into  tbe  obnreb.  But  bis  slender  phjeiqaeooutd  not  j  Tndiust  Oifio  Hiitory. — ^la  1740-42  more- 
forever  second  the  strong  spirit  within,  and  in  his  nients  were  made  in  the  precinct  to  petition  Wren- 
eighty-third  year  he  fainted  in  the  pulpit  while  tham  for  leave  to  become  a  town  by  themstlvcs ;  but 
preaching  a  germuu  frum  Acts  U.  37  (see  "  Emmons'  lack  of  maternal  sympathy  (juieted  tlttiiu  till  M«rob 
Worlcs,"  vol.  vi.,  p.  688).  He  then  knew  that  his  4,  1754,  when  a  petition  was  aetually  presented  to 
eerthly  work  was  done,  and  a  quiet  WMting  for  tbe  |  and  refused  by  Wrenthau.  Diseoarsged  bj  this 
Master's  call  to  "  come  up  higher"  was  all  that  re-  rebuff,  and  absorbed  in  tbe  political  events  which 
matned  to  him  here     His  letter  of  resipiation  to  his    preceded  the  Revolution,  the  people  pn?tp(iueil  fur- 


peoplu  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  this  history  for  its 
hmng  simplicity : 

"  To  the  membei  t  of  the  Chur«k,  amd  to  A9  MMMtm  9/  tkt 


ther  aaiou,  and  continued  to  journey  lu  WrcuiUam 
to  vote  or  stajed  at  home.  Bat  tbe  question  aoon 
came  np  again  in  earnest.  War  meetings  beoame 

more  frequent  and  important,  and  the  ride  of  five  to 


Bcl.^i..^  &>r,r/y  .»  »*.././...•«.  ,   -^^^          ^^  Wreotham  so  often  was  wearisome  for 

"  Bkbtmrkji  AMD  FiUEJCus:  I  bavo  suftained  the  pastoral  ,  ,             _,.                         „   ,           •       1  1 

nIatUm  to  joa  for  ««r*  th»«  tHj  ,.af^  whtoh  U  *  loog  min-  ^he  population  of  the  precinct  bad 

lalwtalNfk  Tin  dmyi  (if  nstart^  aad  fiMiWMinK  inarmitiw  I  also  iooreassd,  and  WB8  fully  large  enough  to  justify 


of  old  age  and  my  pratsnt  feeble  tiale  of  ho»Uh,  coavinea  mo     g  flepantioD.     Therefore,  Dec.  29,   1777,  ant^Sff 

tut  it »  «,  duty  t«  war.  Crom  tb.  field  of  labor  wbieb  I  am  ,  „^  addressed  to  Wrentham  "  for  liberty  to 

BO  lonnr  able  to  oeeupy  to  my  own  talisTMlion  nor  to  ftmr  1'  _.  1. 

b.n.fit.    T  th,.r,.fr,r..  t.l..  th.,  1^..  rfy  tn  mf  rm  yn„  ,h..t  I  can  »                tOWnship,  aCCOrding  tO  graot 

Qo  longer  supply  your  pulpit  and  pcrfuru  nny  tuiuietcrial  labur  of  court  that  they  Were  at  first  incorporated  into  a 
among  70a:  mmd,  at  (bo  aaus  ttwo,  timt  I  reooaaoe  *U  elalim  |  pradnet,  with  a  part  of  said  town's  mooej  and  stocks. 

upon  you  for  any  future  a>inUtori.l  .up,.ort.  rHrin^  .nfirdy  p^^^  j^^^^^  pj^i,^^^  Esq.,  Jonathan  MctOslf,  Samttel 
on  your  wUdom  and  goodneas  to  gram  or  nul  10  Kraiil  Jiuy  gn»-     »     11   -i        .      nrt  •  •       tx      x  i  ia  t  i 

tnltr  to  7our  ag«i  servant  during  the  ro«due  of  hi-  lif«.  Lethbndge,  Asa  Whiting,  Dr.  J ohn  Metcalf,  Jope|ih 

" Natbahabl  Bnhons."      Hawes,  aud  Capt.  John  Boyd,  chief  men  of  the 

precinct,  are  put  iu  charge  of  tbe  tualter."    In  re- 
After  thirtera  years  of  patient  waiting,  he  died  sponse  to  tbb  petition,  Wreotbani  sent  nine  men  as 

Sept.  23,  1849,  at  nearly  niuety-Hix.  Dr.  Kmmons'  a  joint  Oommittee  to  consider  the  matter.  Febmaiy 
funeral,  Monday,  September  2Hth,  was  attended  by  2l8t  they  reported  t)i:it  ■  haid  inhabitants  be  set  off 
miniistent  and  people  from  far  and  wide,  it  was  the  as  a  separate  town^li  ip  by  tliemselves."  The  prowi«5i  of 
last  service  held  in  the  old  church  which  his  voice  had  divi»iuu  was  speedily  Lnigun.  it  involved  many  and 
dedieated  6fly-two  years  hefore.  The  nest  day  the  '  complicated  mattwrs  of  importanoe^  The  men  abeadj 
oarpeuters  began  their  alterations.  raised  ss  the  whole  town's  quota  for  the  Continental 

Dr.  Knimot5s'  dwelHnjj-honHe  stood  on  the  north  army  were  proportionately  accredited  to  each  section, 
corner  of  the  present  Main  and  Eumoos  .Streets.  '  Firearms  and  military  stores  were  also  similarly 
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divided.  Tbe  salt  allowed  by  the  General  Court  ' 
and  all  other  pro|iertieB  wcra  duly  adjiuted.  Rtco  ' 
of  tbe  fiT«  Bolitaiy  pauperN  depetidfiit  u]ion  the  whole  \ 

town,  two  were  assigued  to  the  fortlu-oiiiincr  town. 
All  preiiminarieH  beiop  thu»  arranged,  another  com- 
mittee was  elected  to  present  their  petition  to  the 
Oeneni  Court.  The  charter  of  iDeorporation.  granted  i 
in  answer  to  t\m  petitioD,  appears  amoog  the  aeta  of  ' 
1778,  and  is  dated  io  the  Hons-r  of  Rcprcj»entatives, 
Febniarj  27th,  and  io  the  Council,  March  2d.  It 
is  aa  follows : 


"State  or  MAM*CHi!irm  Bay. 
•  Ib  tlM  ymt  9t  our  llji. 

"Am  Acr  M«M]MMlfiy  ikm  WuUHg  Part  ^  Tuten  of 
HVrniAfai  ill  (A«  Onm^  •f  S»goik  iDt9  a  Tomt  ly  tkt  mam*  of 

rramkii», 

'■WasitxAs,  tha  iBhaUtaata  of  tlia  V«t«rl7  part  of  tbe 

t  «n  uf  Wn-rithatn  in  tht-  C.iirity  of  .Suffolk  have  Ropre«ODto<l 
to  tltu  O/urt  tb«  Difficulties  Ibty  L*bor  noiler  in  Utair  pre««Dt 
Ntaatloa,  and  apprahmdiag  tbaoMlrw  of  rafloiont  Vanban 
i  Ability,  re<i«Mt  that  Aaf  mtijf  ba  ia«orpwal«4  lato  a  wpa- 

»»te  Tuwn. 

"  B*  it   Thtrr/ure  Enilvtrti  H<f  ihr  Cvunt  il  d-  Hiiutt  o  f  lU))- 

NMHl«lfM«  im  (itatral  Comrt  AmtmbUd  dr  by  fA«  Autkonif 
•/A*  MM,  Tbat  tba  WMtarlj  part  of  taid  Towa  of  Wreotham 
»tpaniteJ  by  a  line,  M  full<m»,  Beginnin(  at  Cbarlcs 
Kirtr,  wbcra  Mcdftold  liaa  eomcstonld  riror;  tbaaoamaning 
inilb  Mraataan  daffraea  and  aa  balf  Wmt  until  U  ooono  to  od« 
rod  F:i.'t  of  \'  iKvcHtDg-Houie  of  Williuui  Mun  ;  tbeocc  » 
Mrait  Uae  to  tbe  oajtwurdty  eoraw  of  Ata  Whiting'*  baru; 
tbiaca  a  atralt  llna  ta  aixtjr  rodt  doe  wutb  of  tbe  old  eellar 

*h«ri-  the  Pnfirin^'  Ili.U'e  of  K!,oiii-/i-f  Ho.lv  rurnirrlv  -f',...!; 
thence  a  Du<!  Vimi  Cuure*  by  the  >ic«(lle  to  iiellingham  lino. 
Mid  Balliugham  lino  to  be  the  Wett  Bouada  aad  Charta 
Sim  the  Norilifrly  Boaadi^  Be  and  bvrcby  ii  iacorporntcd 
lata  a  l>i»tinct  and  te|wrato  Town  bv  tbo  name  of  FKA.xKr.ix, 
aad  inrested  with  all  tbe  powan^  Privilege*,  and  iinmunitioH 
that  Town*  in  lbi«  Stata  do  or  anj  a^Jojr.  And  be  it  fartbcr 
eaaeted,  by  tho  aatborlty  afbrawdd,  Tbat  the  iabaUtaata  of 
»ai  1  Town  of  Frauklin  sball  pay  their  proportion  of  all  State, 
CuuBty,  and  Iowa  obarges  already  granted  to  be  railed  in  tbe 
Ton  of  Wreatbaa  aad  aba  tbair  pfvparttoa  of  the  |»ay  of  tho 
Rrpfi-<o£it;itive*  fur  the  present  year;  and  (ho  .-jii.l  Timn  of 
Wrrntbain  and  Town  of  Fraoklia  thall  be  •evcratly  buld  puuc- 
taally  Io  etand  by  A  parfom  to  aaah  atbar  tba  lamt  A  pr»poeal« 
Contained  and  Exprested  in  a  vote  of  tbe  Town  of  Wrcntbnin 
pajted  at  Publick  Town-meeting  the  tixtceotb  Dny  of  Feb- 
nury,  1778,  a«eording  to  y*  plain  and  obviou*  meaning  there- 
«f{  and  Bo  it  alao  Baaated  fay  y*  aathority  aforawaid,  Tbat 
itbea  nsber,  Beq.,  Be  A  bo  hereby  ii  anthoriied  A  required 
to  i*ea«  bt«  warrant  tu  one  of  the  principal  inliabitAnts  uf  xaid 
Town  of  Fnuiklia,  autboriaing  A  reqairiag  bin  to  Notifte  aad 
aara  tba  FreoboMon  A  other  lababltantf  of  enM  Towa  to 
laeet  together  iit  «!i<-h  lime  iiud  placo  ii^  -hull  hi-  I'x  |'ri'*-<'it  in 
*M  aerrant.  To  chooae  «ucb  officer*  m  Towns  are  autburiud 
br  t*w  Io  Ghooao,  aad  Tramaot  other  enab  Lawfnll  natten  at 
lh»H  be  eipref'fil  \n  snid  warrant.  Antl  be  it  fur thet- >  n.i  ■(•■■I, 
That  tbe  iobabitiiuli!  living  within  y*  Bounds  aforesaid  who  in 
thaliala'Tas  in  tbe  Town  of  Wrtatham  were  f«ted  aaa^balf 
paitaomocb  for  their  KetatM  aad  Faculties  as  for  ouu  lin^le 
Visll  ihall  be  taken  aad  Holdan  to  bo  Qualified  and  be  allowed 
ta  Tata  in  thtlr  fliat  Maatlag  fbr  tb«  Cbaloaaf  «flloenaa4  nab 


other  noatingf  ai  say  ba  Called  tn  mid  Tvn  af  ViaaUiD 

ontill  a  valu:(ii  II  uf  K<tstea  shall  be  mode  by  AWflWia  than. 
"  Ik  the  Hut  si:  or  KaPKKSBiiTATiTKa. 
•*Feb.«r,  m«. 

"This  Bill  having  hc<  n  r>*nl  thr.  e  several  tlaMti  piMllil  ta 
be  engrusKed.    Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

"J.  WaanaK  Btkb. 

"t?»  Coi  scii.. 
"March  2d,  1778. 

^This  Bill,  having  ha<l  two anaral  Readlagiy  paMod  a  Oea- 
ourraaoo^  to  be  eagroeiad. 

"  Jm.  AvBRT,  Dpg.  Steg." 

In  the  original  draft  of  the  charter,  as  preserved  ia 
the  State  an^lrea,  the  name  of  the  new  town  in 

written  as  Exeter.  Why  Ha  name  was  first  written 
Exeter  is  a  connndntm,  who«!e  nnswrr  is  inaudible 
among  the  echoes  of  the  past.  Why  it  wati  uhanged 
to  Franklin  is  apparent.  After  tho  Declaration  of 
lodependenee  in  1776,  Benjamin  Fmnklin  with  two 
othcr:^  wa-^  'icnt  forthwith  to  France,  to  arrange  for  a 
trt'iitv  iif  alliance  with  L-iuis  XVI.  The  king  dallied 
with  the  ambassadors  until  the  close  of  1777,  when 
the  capture  of  Burgojoe  settled  bis  doubts,  and  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  oomneroe  was  fbrmad  with  diem 
in  Janimiy»  1778.  Newa  of  their  mooma  vaaehed 
this  country  while  tlic  petition  of  the  new  town  was 
wailing  decision.  The  charter  mm  doubtless  amended 
in  honor  of  that  event,  and  Bxetcr  was  changed  for 
the  honored  name  of  PnAMKLtif,  the  fir^  tf  the 
twenty-nine  towns  in  our  States  whn  li»ve  since  M« 
lowed  her  example  io  ealUng  themaelrea  by  the  same 
name. 

Dr.  Franklin  showed  his  appreciation  of  the  com> 
pliment  by  aendiog  the  town  a  vainahle  tihrafy  of  one 

hundred  and  sixteen  rolnmefl,  selected  by  Kcv.  Richard 
Price,  of  LoikIoh.  n  strnn<;  friend  of  Franklin's  and 
ol  Aiiicricaii  liliorty.  Of  thesp,  mostly  folio  volumes, 
tho  muiil  secular  and  sontiational  was  "  The  Life  of 
Baron  IVeneh.**  Tbeee  one  hundred  and  sixteen  eeed 
folnmeawere  subsequently  increased  by  a  social  library 
to  <5ome  fiv«;  huiirlnd,  und  have  since  niulfipliwl  to 
three  thousand  or  uiure,  conHtitutiog  the  preseut 
Public  Library,  for  which  maintenance  annual  grants 
of  money  are  made  by  the  town. 

Topography. —  Fr:iiiklin,  in  the  limim  of  ita  orig- 
in.i!  (:li,irt<  r,  iiicluJcd  17,<10"_';  ;icre!5,  or  27. >i  square 
miles;  lying  liin..'f'r  north  and  south  than  its  width 
east  and  west.  It  is  twenty-seven  and  a  quarter  miles 
sonthweaterly  from  Boston  hy  the  New  York  and 
New  England  Bailroad. 

The  earliest  map  of  the  territory  of  Franklin  wns 
made  in  1735,  by  Samuel  Brooks,  surveyor,  and  is 
kept  in  the  town  office  of  Wrentham.  It  contains 
only  the  fbnr  ponds,  Unoaa,  Beaver,  Popotalie,  nod 
Long,  two  or  tliree  abort  streets,  and  the  names  of  the 
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first  settlers.    The  OttlHne  of  tlie  West  Predoct  is 
dottnl  within  it,  and  follows  nearly  tlic  firt»<!('nt  l  oiin- 
daries  ol'  Fraukliu.    A  Inter  map  is  in  tho  arcliives  uf 
the  State  House  at  Bu!»luu,  and  is  dated  May  27, 1795.  , 
It  WM  from  snrveys  ttade  hy  Amos  Hawes  aod  Mobm  | 
Fisher  in  September,  Oetoher,  and  Novemher,  1794. 
Nov.  2,  1795,  tlio  stloctmon  were  directed  to  h:i\" 
another  map  of  the  lowti  drawn  on  parchment,  but  if 
tbb  was  dune  the  map  cannot  now  be  found.  In 
1832  a  map  of  the  towo  waa  anrreyed  by  John  G. 
Hales  and  lithographed,  in  compliance  with  an  act  I 
passed  }>}'  the  Ptato  LegL-lLiiurc  in  1830.    No  BtHTVey 
haa  been  made  since  by  the  town. 

Charles  Kiver  form?  ita  northern  boundary  and  rc- 
eeirea  the  overflow  of  the  ponds  that  iie,  like  Uta  of ' 
hroken  mirron, anionic  it^  Viills.   Chief  of  these  pou 
arc  Bonvrr,  ITncn^.  Popolatic,  and  Kintr^nirv't*,  with 
their  outlets  ol  Mine  Brook,  and  Stop,  nr  .Mili  River, 
drawing  their  surplus  waters  thruui^h  Ciutrles  River  < 
Into  Maaaacbusetts  Bay  and  the  aea.   The  geologies]  | 
fimnaticm  uf  the  town  »  aienttic,  though  very  few  j 
ledges  of  rock  uppear  on  the  surface.    Trat  i-.s  of  lime- 
Stone  have  l>eoii  found,  and  a  dcpwtt  of  anietbv.sts, 
now  exhausted.   Green  meadows,  deep,  shady  valleys, 
and  annny  hilla  make  the  natnral  aeenery  of  Ftranklin  I 
beautiful.   It  is  one  of  the  highest  towns  in  the  county, 
and  from  some  of  it.s  eU-vuted  highways  the  hhic  IiilLs 
of  Milton  ami  the  round  head  of  Mount  Wacbusett, 
iu  I'rtuceton,  are  visible. 

Ita  own  hills  and  roeka  have  retained  hot  few  tra-  | 
ditions  of  their  aboriginal  owners  and  their  deeds. 
Yet  Indian  Mock  sutl  record.'^  the  story  of  the  forty- 
two  of  King  Philip'rt  warriors,  who  .-tuppid  for  a  ni«^ht 
and  laid  themselves  down  to  sleep  around  ila  base. 
They  had  been  on  the  war*path  to  Hedfield,  burning  | 
the  bouaea  of  ita  aettlers,  and  were  on  their  way  back 
to  Narragansett.  It  is  said  a  man  nanu  J  Rockt  t,  in 
searching  for  a  lost  horse,  found  their  trail,  wliii  b  lie 
followed  till  he  saw  them  asleep  at  Indian  Rock.  He 
haatoned  back  to  the  settlement,  and  before  daylight 
he  ^va.>^  ba<  k  again,  with  a  dozen  men  in  oommand  of 
V  Capt.  Ivohert  Ware,  to  wati  li  and  take  care  of  the 
sleeping  murderers.  When  the  Indians  arase  at  day- 
light a  dozen  bullets  quickly  found  their  mark. 
Their  pnnisbment  was  ao  swift  sad  fatal  that  only  - 
one  or  two  ,  ca|uii  to  tdl  othen  of  the  steady  and 
sure  aim  ol  ilio  wliite  Titan.  Hrnco  came  the  name 
of  the  ledge,  which  still  rears  its  monumeuul  head 
above  the  trees  some  tivc  hundred  yards  east  uf  the 
Common.  The  Fourth  of  July,  1823,  waa  celebrated 
on  thia  rock,  and  its  stony  breaat  is  atill  marked  with 
the  graven  initials  nf  the  managers  of  that  celebration.  ' 
They  then  proposed  erecting  a  cootmumoratiTo  moou>  • 


mcnt  on  tho  site,  but  Franklin  did  not  care  to  rerive 
such  iratrie  incinorirs.  and  the  trees  have  now  hidden 
even  the  path  to  Indian  Rock. 

Uncas  Pond  also  holds  the  tradition  that  the  wily 
Mohegan  aaehem,  in  some  of  his  campaigns  with  the 
Pequots  in  this  region,  made  the  shores  of  this  pond 
one  ufliis  oi.i  asioua!  haunts,  and  the  early  settlers  at- 
tached bis  name  to  the  wood-sheltered  sheet  of  water 
as  a  memento  of  the  fact.  But  the  settlemeot  was 
too  tOBigniflcant  at  the  time  of  the  Indian  war  to  at- 
tract any  massacres  or  conflagrations  as  befell  itSIM^b* 
bor<!,  Mcdfield  and  WrentluuH.  and  if  lia.s  to  be  content 
witliMiH  it-  If/orids  of  savage  warfare. 

The  Revolution. — The  young  town  took  her  stand 
ootmgeously  beside  her  older  shiters  in  the  tronbloas 
i  iiiios  of  the  colonies.  Instead  of  the  horn  of  Ceres, 
.'^lie  mmt  i;ra«p  fir  a  while  the  sword  of  Mars.  Many 
of  her  men  had  been  enrolled  two  years  before  among 
the  five  companies  of  mioate-men  formed  wilhio  the 
whole  town  of  Wrentham.  Some  of  her  inhabitants 
were  among  those  who,  on  the  flrrit  alarm  from  Coo- 
cord,  *'  marched  from  Wrentham  on  the  niiioteenth 
of  April  i  177.')^  in  the  Colonial  service."  The  ex- 
igencies of  the  Revolution  detuandcd  many  town- 
meetings.  Thirty-one  wen  held  in  the  Ave  years 
between  January,  1773,  and  Feb.  16,  1778,  this 
iieing  the  last  before  the  scpnralioii  of  Franklin  from 
Wrentliaiii. 

At  one  of  these  meetings,  held  at  Wrentham  June 
5, 1776,  one  day  lem  tbm  a  month  befbn  the  Deiv 
laration  of  Independence,  a  paper  of  iDstmctioos  to 

their  representatives  to  the  General  Court  wa?,  "after 
being  pcveral  times  distinctly  read  and  eoiij^idcred  i»y 
the  town,  unanimously  voted  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out even  one  diaaentient"  This  paper  ia  inserted  ss 
a  sample  V<nce  of  the  times,  indicating  the  clear  and 
decided  convictions  of  that  day,  and  the  hopelessness 
of  attempting  to  dra^n  such  study  yeomanry  into 
duty : 

"OK.'STl.KMtN, — Wf,  ^-!iur  cun*Utiu'nti  m  full  town-roeetiD{, 
JuM  ft,  1776,  give  you  tho  following  in^tnutioai:  Whimt, 
Tyranny  and  upprci^iuu,  »  liUla  muro  ttiAB  one  oentoty  and  a 
half  ngo,  ubiigol  our  forefktfavrs  to  quit  their  p^accfal  bsbitA- 
lions  and  .-ieelt  an  a!>yluin  in  this  <li»t4iDt  land,  ainiU  ao  howlinf 
wildarnwi  aurraunded  witb  Mr*g«  aiieaiiM,  d«Mitat«  at  *iBMt 
every  eonvealenea  of  life  wm  tlwir  niilwppj  litnstien;  Imt 
«uoh  wiu)  /'  i1  i'or  thi>  I  '  lninon  rights  of  uiatikln  t  tiiat 

tbey  luudcr  the  siuiie  of  Diviuc  I'ravideaoe)  aunnuunteJ  ever; 
diflteolty,  aad  tn  a  little  time  wet*  in  th*  exereiee  of  rfvil  fi>v<- 
eriiuient  under  a  ch-irtcr  n(  the  frown  nf  flrc.it  Hritaio.  Btil 
al'lvr  mttie  ycarm  hnd  ]ia«!<ed  and  Ihc  Coluuie^  had  bceoiiie  of 
suute  itupurtunce,  uew  tro«blef  b^gao  to  ariise.  Tho  (ame  fpirit 
which  cnusod  tbcin  to  leave  their  natire  land  ittill  puffBei 
(hfiii,  jitined  by  de.'ii^nin);  men  among  tbenuMlrea.  LdlMl 
bi'gan  t«  bu  «roti'  aj;u>ti«t  the  gorvrnnieot  and  tke  Bntehuter 
aooo  after  deatrojred.  In  tbU  eitaatioa  «»•  yraan  pMed  W- 
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«liBrt«r  «onM  b«  ebtolnad,  anl  altboagh  mtnf  of 

tb«  jfifti  anj  iirh  ilc.-c-  nf  IIh-  fir?(  .-linrt.T  wr-n'  ikli'i  l/.  liv 
liie  Uat,  jet  in  that  citiiatioD  the  gpTfrnmpnt  ha*  heen  Uilem- 
klr       «>ti)  BbottttlM  j9mr  17Ca,  siiiM  whkh  the  nn«  iptrit 

of  OpprMfion  has  rii>rn  up.  Letter*  hy  dirpn  ill- min<)«d  p«r- 
KHIf  bc«n  wrote  aguioft  the  government  {in  er>n»equenre 
of  vhicb  divcr.o  aotii  of  the  Itritith  lUrlianient  tuftde,  mutilat- 
iig  ud  dMtroyins  tb«  ohArtar^  mni  whoUjr  «nbve>«iv*  of 
MHUtltatioo) ;  fl««ti  and  *rut«B  h»*e  baen  fmit  to  vBforee  Ibtm, 
ani  Hf  length  a  civil  war  h»«  conimeDced,  *ud  the  sword  u 
drawn  ia  oar  ImmI,  and  tii*  whole  aoUvd  «olo«iM  inrolved  in 
•w  MauBoit  ««m;  tb«  rapMtod  and  bmnbln  petitlont  of  the 
gool  people  of  till  lonie»  havf  tciMi  »  :ii.f  /rily  rrjrolol  «it]i 
ditdaiD  ;  the  princv  wc  ouov  adured  baa  now  t-ounnutioned  the 
InMnncata  of  bit  boitiU  «ppreMio«  to  lay  vaato  oar  dwoinnga 
with  fire  and  ("W'vfd,  ti>  roh  iis  i,f  our  j  rojirrty,  and  wantonly  to 
ttaio  tbv  land  with  ilie  blood  of  \t»  inni»ui'nt  inhahitantji ;  he 
baa  entered  into  treatiee  witb  tbe  moit  cruel  Duti<jn«  to  hire  un 
an>7  «f  foreiirn  merL-enariee  to  anbjagate  the  ct>lunie«  to  bis 
erael  and  arbitrary  purpo««>.  In  short,  ail  hope  of  an  aeroin> 
modatioD  i«  entirely  at  an  end,  a  reconciliation  ns  dangeroiM 
H  it  i«  aboard;  a  reeoileetion  of  pait  i^joriet  will  naturally 
fcrop  atire  and  kindle  the  flanea  of  joaloiiay.   Wo.  yonr  eon- 

*titu«  r,N,  til.  r.  forr  tliink  t'j;it  Uj  hi-  -uliji  ot  nr  Iw;  .  n-li  nl  tin- 

crown  of  (ireat  Britain  would  not  unljr  be  iuipra«lieabl«,  but 
■umTo  to  tba  Stnin.  Tho  iababltaau  of  tbia  town,  tbomfero*  in 

fall  tTwn  meeting,  iinanitiiriusly  !n-!fii'''t  nrnl  diTfr-t  rnn  (I'.e., 
the  repre»cntatiret)  to  ^ivc  your  vote  that,  if  the  Hononible 
Amtrieau  C'>ngrest>  (in  whomwa  plaeatbo  higbeat  confidence 
andrr  God)  shoald  think  it  necessary  fbr  the  safety  of  the 
tJnitol  Colonies  to  declare  them  independent  of  (Jreat  Britain, 
that  we,  yuur  constituents,  with  our  lives  and  fwtnMO  will  moet 
ebeerfaliy  cupport  tbom  in  tbo  meaaurob" 

Sept.  15, 1774,  sooD  after  tbe  encampment  of  Qen. 
Gage  on  Boston  romrooo,  Wrentham  vot«d  to  bay 
two  caoDOD  "  of  the  size  and  bigness  most  proper  and 
beoeSeul  for  (be  towD,"  tod  ord«rad  tbtm  to  be  mide 
tt  tar  metkn.  AmmnDitioii  ms  alto  bought,  and 
men  were  armed  and  trained  in  military  eieroiM. 
The  ia.«t  vote  of  the  whole  town  totiehini*  the  war 
previous  to  tiie  iu<»)rponitioD  of  Franklin,  Feb.  lo, 
1778,  was  tbe  aoe^Uoee  of  a  eonmittae's  report, 
that  tha  full  quota  of  the  town,  "beiog  the  Ml 
seventh  part  of  the  male  inhahitaDta  of  the  town/' 
had  been  secured. 

The  Firat  Meeting  of  the  town  of  Franklin  was 
ttlled  bj  Jabet  Fisher,  justice  of  tbe  peace,  and  was 
bald  Monday,  Maiob  23,  1778,  at  9  o'olook,  a.k. 
The  requisite  town  officers  were  ehosen.  They  were 
Asa  Pond,  town  clerk;  Asa  Whidnir,  treasurer; 
&imacl  Lethbridge,  Deacon  Jonathan  Metcalf,  Asa 
Whiting,  Uewkiah  nah«r,  Bnaign  Joaeph  Hawea, 
aelectmen ;  and  Bnaign  Rawoa  waa  repreaeotaidve  to 
the  Goneral  Court.  The  Committee  of  CorT«»«pond»'ncc, 
who  looked  after  the  affiiirn  of  thf  war,  wprc  Capt. 
John  Boyd,  Deacoo  Daniel  Thurston,  Lieut.  Ebcnczer 
Btao,  Capt.  Thonaa  Baoon.  After  adjonroment 
th«j  meditated  for  a  montb  npoo  the  new  State  Cbo- 
itittttien,  pn^wratorj  to  an  iatdlifeat  and  wiee  de- 


^  eiaioD.   Money  as  weH  m  men  were  fnmisbed  often 
and  heattily,  and  tbe  town  bore  with  marked  «n»- 

I  niniity  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  Setrolution  as  well 
as  tlii>  do|iri'('Iation  of  tbr>  otirreney  aa  their  home 
part  of  the  price  paid  for  liberty. 
{    Tbe  depreobtiott  of  money  wnti  rapid  and  severe 
I  in  ila  reauits  open  valuea.   In  July,  1781,  tbe  ratio 
nf  paper  to  ailver  was  aa  one  to  forty ;  in  Suiitombi^r 
j  of  tho  ».iTiie  year,  one  to  one  hiiDcIri  J  iiml  fifty.  In 
the  following  February  the  town  paid  £4UU  for  t<ni 
shirts  to  Deacon  Joseph  Whiting,  who,  of  course, 
I  would  not  oTerebaige. 

Tbe  patriotic  little  town  looked  sharply  after  ita 
homo  enemies.    It  voted  to  report  all  Tories  to  the 
proper  court.    It  directed  the  soldiers'  families  to  be 
"sapplied  with  the  neoessariea  of  life  at  a  stipulated 
price  at  tbe  town's  coat."  They  voted  not  to  deal 
I  commercially  witb  any  who  did  not  conform  to  (he 
«cale  of  prices  roootnmended  by  the  Concord  conven- 
,  tion  of  177 i^.    They  furnished  their  quota  of  beef 
I  for  the  army — thiriy>tbree  thoosaod  nine  hoodrod 
I  aod  eight  pounds— in  eighteen  months,  taking  almoat 
,  the  cattle  on  a  tbooaand  hill^.    They  voted  in  1779 
— wlun  the  money  credit  of  the  goTernincnt  waa 
rapidly  sinking — that  all  who  had  money  to  lend, 
should  "avoid  lending  to  Monopolisers,  Jobbers, 
I  Harpiaa,  Foreatallers,  aod  Toriea,  witb  as  mndi 
I  caution  as  they  avoid  a  pestilence,"  and  rather  to 
lend  to  the  Contituntal  and  State  treasuries.  There 
j  was  tho  irrepressible  spirit  of  liberty  here. 

Franklin  has  not  preeerved  any  ronsler-rotts  or 
other  data  to  make  op  a  tiat  of  its  soldieia  in  tbe 
Revolutionary  war.  From  the  muster-rolls  of  WraU' 
thatn  pr<«!(»rvc  J  in  the  archives  of  the  State  one  can 
select  the  rcsideot^  of  Franklin  proper  only  by  simi- 
larity of  name.  But  an  examination  of  these  rolls 
abowa  that  they  do  itof  indnde  alt  who  should  be  on 
them,  for  the  names  of  many  men  wbose  military 
record  is  known  from  other  jfonrcps  nrp  imt  on  the 
lists.  Of  the  five  companies  o(  VVrentham,  under 
the  command  of  Capts.  Oliver  Pond,  Benjamin 
Hawes,  Samuel  KoUoek,  Elijah  Pond,  and  Aaa  Fajf- 
banks,  the  laat  two  of  the  eompanioB  were  mostly  of 
Fraoklin  names,  as  followa : 


Aaa  Fnirbankn,  captain.  Aaa  Mttcalf,  private. 

JuFoph  Woodward,  lieuteDODt.    Matthia!<  Il»w«,  " 

Joaeph  Hawa,  "  Jobs  Fairbonk, 

Jamea  Oilnore,  sergeant.  Joeepb  Slroater,  " 

Jojcpb  Ililh,         •'  John  .VdauiD.  ** 

.  David  Wood,  corparal.  Natbao  Wight,  " 

Petor  Adamt.    privat*.  Pbilemon  Mataalf,  *' 

-fobn  Clark,          •<  AanWblllng^  " 
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JeM«  Ware,  private. 
P«lttoh  FUh«r.  " 
TiMw  HmtM,  <' 
Pol«r  FUher,  " 
SlUba  Uardiog,  " 
Lerl  CbBffM,  " 

Williani  S  .vlM,  " 

Junes  Smith,  " 

Jowpb  HMdiBg,  " 

Willium  (rilinore,  '* 

Icbabod  Dcnn,  " 

Capt.  Etijnh 

KIU«b  P«n4,  Mptaln. 

Am  ruii'I,  lieuU'iiuut. 
JoaatbaD  Bowdi(«b,  2ai  lieu 


RoViort  Bbhe,  «org«Hit. 
Tixuutliy  Fond,  " 
Duke  William.o,  ccrporat. 
SadimI  Pond,  " 
Amu  Bmod,  drummer. 
Nathan  I>anieli,  clerk. 
Jiiitbft  Roekwogd,  privMa. 
AbQab  TburMoh,  " 
Robcri  r.,ii  l, 
Zoplia  Luoe,  " 
BiMM.  Putrfdge, 
J«Mph  VXia,  " 


Abijnb  Allm,  priT»te. 

JoBatbra  K^mm,  ** 

Joho  Pmrse,  " 
Will  Man, 
EbmiMwr  D«mi, 

Mttttb»«r  8mitb,  *• 

l  IVrrv. 

John  Clark,  Jr.,  " 

Jo**|ib  Hill*,  " 

Anrriii  Fi=h<T,  " 

BvnjMnin  Pttnd,    i>ri\  at«. 
T.iiK  tliv  KockwocHl,  " 
-  ^Klla*  Ware,  " 
Stub*  BallKrd.  " 

Daniel  Tbur«lon,  " 

Kutkaoiel  Tbayer,  ** 

Pater  DarliBg,  ** 

Simoon  Fisher,  •* 

Klitthn  I'artridge,  " 

Simeon  Daaielfi  " 

Jobn  AU«a,  - 

J^am  PUb«r,  *' 

Jobn  Metcalf,  " 
Biitba  Pond, 
Joba  Riobanliony 
BUaba  RiebardMB, 


M 
M 


Iq  Capt.  CowaU'a  com{>a»j,  of  Col.  BenjaiuiD 
Haves'  n^ment,  sent  on  a  aeerat  ezpeclitUni,  23d  of 

September,  1777,  occur  the  n!4tucs  of  Mk-liaol  und 
Timothy  AteUialf  and  Beojamia  Bookwood,  Fnok- 
lio  men. 

There  were  at  least  seveoteca  Ponds  that  flowed 
from  Fnnklin  into  the  Amerieao  army  and  are  not 
recorded.    One,  Elitha  Pland,  escaped  one  night  from 

the  old  Sagar-Hou!>e  at  Now  York,  wliere  lie  had 
been  imprisoned  and  nearly  starved  by  iht!  Hritinh. 
Another  Pond,  Pennel,  "  died  Dec.  16,  17 — ,  in  York 
harbor  oo  board  a  giiard«hip,  eappoaed  to  be  poieoned 
by  ye  British  doctors."  So  his  onlyiooord  says,  writ- 
ten in  stone  in  the  City  Mills  graveyard.  Philip 
Blalie  was  blaek.-^inith  and  comnns!=iary  to  a  portion  of 
the  American  aruiy  ou  Dorchester  Heights,  and  was 
aftorwarda  in  Snllivaa**  refareat  on  Rhode  blaod,  but 
hia  name  is  not  on  any  roll.  Some  of  the  lists  mast 
havfi  hr-i'n  lost.  Jolin  Newton,  an  En^Ii^li  soldier, 
imprc.m-d  on  board  a  Brititih  man-of-war,  escaped  from 
bis  ship  in  Boston  harbor  by  swimming  three  miles 
OQ  a  dark  and  stormy  nigbt.  Ho  readied  the  ahore 
too  exhausted  to  walk  or  stand ;  but  when  rested,  be 
fled  towards  Dedlinm.  TIt»  was  met  on  the  way  :ind 
was  asked,  "Who  are  you?"  He  only  answered, 
"John — going  I"  and  he  went  ou,  bvyond  eurtuus 
querists,  noti)  bo  reached  Fnnklin.  His  first  as- 
f-utn>'<l  .\mericau  name  ho  kept,  and  his  descendants 
still  live  in  Franklin  with  the  oaino  9M)demiiad  into 


I  Qoweo.  John  Adanas,  aneestor  of  the  Adaau  lani!^, 
^  was  also  a  Tictim  of  En^lsh  impresranent  who  found 

a  home  amon;;  the  Franklin  patriots.    DavM  Lane, 
,  afterwards  called  McLano,  and  a  native  of  Attle- 
I  borough,  came  to  Franklin,  and  married  a  wife  in 
,  1786.  Ten  years  after  ho  started  Ibr  Oaoada  as  gen- 
j  eral  of  a  secret  pn^eot,  Said  to  bo  ori'_'inat<-d  by  the 
French  minster  to  this  cmintry,  to  incite  the  Canadirini 
to  revolt  against  Great  Britain,  and  thus  to  aid  the 
United  States.    McLaoe's  directions  were  to  raise 
!  men  in  Qneheo  and  seiie  the  ganiaM  and  then  osfh 
ture  the  dty.    But  MoIabo  was  betrayed  by  one  of 
his  men  and  taken  ;i«       spy.     He  was  publicly 
1  executed  on  the  glacis  outside  the  city  walls  of 
I  Quebec, — the  last  and  probably  the  only  instance  in 
I  America  of  the  andeot  brutal  mode  of  hanging, 
I  drawing,  and  quartering  a  traitor.   McLane  was,  with- 
I  out  doubt,  more  an  unhnppy  lunatic  than  a  criminal. 
I  But  the  spirit  (jf  tlm.^f  day:>  wa.s  full  of  animosity  and 
cruelty.    The  later  wars  of  the  Hepublic  will  find 
mention  farther  on. 
The  Second  Meeting^BliniMk*— The  war  was  at 
,  last  ended,  and  the  country  had  won  for  itself  inde- 
pendence, and  settled  down  to  repair  damages.  The 
old  town  question  soon  presented  itselfagain, — whether 
to  repair  the  bonae  of  worship  or  Iniild  anew.  Then 
were  evidently  two  opinions  in  the  t0W0«  fbr  April 
26,  17R  t,  two  hundred  pounds  were  voted  to  buy 
material  for  a  new  buildinj;.     Hut  October  !>d  of  the 
next  year  the  opposition  carried  the  day,  and  the 
eoostable  was  ordend  **  to  pay  back  the  money  ool> 
lected  for  the  meeting-house  and  return  the  taz-biU 
into  the  town  clerk's  ofiBee,  and  that  the  town  clerk 
pull  off  the  seal  of  the  warrants  and  write  oo  the 
back  that  they  are  null  and  void and  secondly, 
"  that  a  oommittee  view  the  meeting4uraes  and  rspert 
what  is  best  to  bo  done  to  repair  it."    As  a  result, 
£6  2.S.  10(/.  were  spent  in  patching'  the  shingles,  sap- 
plying  gla.ss  to  the  ujtper  windows,  and  boarding  up 
the  lower.    But  this  putting  of  new  cloth  upon  the 
old  garment  waa  an  eoonomj  of  short  duration.  A 
new  meeting-bouse  beeame  mere  and  more  a  viable 
necessity. 

One  question  towards  it  had  hkjeo  settled  January, 
178-1,  in  regard  to  the  fixedness  of  the  centre  of 
Franklin.  Two  survq^is  and  thrse  ehainnen  hsd, 
at  a  cost  of  £26  3«.  id.  (of  which  £1  12a.  lid.  was 
for  ■•  liekijucr"  1,  disenverpd  that  "forty-seven  rods 
from  the  centre  of  the  west  door  of  the  meeting-hoiuo 
I  whero  it  now  sitaods"  was  the  same  unmoved  centre 
I  found  fifty  years  ago  nesr  the  same  Morse's  mud- 
pond. 

i    On  Dee.  1 7, 1787,  Deacon  Samuel  Lethbridge,  Am 
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WliUiog,  aad  Ensign  Joseph  Whiting  pNMDted  the 
Mamiag  report  whaoh  «bb  aooeptad,  aod  «  Iwgor 
Ht«  ftr  the  new  bniUing  thm  the  Thontw  Mmn'e 

MM  wns  boupjlit ; 

"We  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Juliu  Adams  for  the 
vidge  of  land  lying  between  the  waj  from  the  meet* 
iog-honae  Icediog  to  the  Rev.  Natheoed  Brnmona 
aad  the  way  from  the  said  meeting'honae  to  Boaign 
John  Adams',  being  nine  r^'Tf^  at  £1  10*  per  ncre: 
alio  thirty-eight  rodd  of  laud  west  of  said  way  at  the 
■ane  late ;  abo  one  and  a  half  aena  to  the  hollow 
■oath  of  the  old  neeting-honae  at  three  ponoda.  And 
of  Nathaniel  Adaaaa  one  hundred  and  forty  rods  of 
land  east  of  thf  way  from  said  meetinp-lioust?  leatiin<^ 
to  Mr.  £iijiuuu6  at  the  rate  of  £.1  10«.  per  acre.  Al'^o 
a  lead  three  rods  wide  through  hia  inproved  land, 
heginaing  at  the  road  from  John  Adana*,  Jr.,  to  go  a 
straight  course  between  his  house  and  well  to  the 
land  above  mentioned,  for  which  he  ii*  *o  r<^coive  as  a 
tadafaction  eight  pounds  in  money  and  the  acre  of 
land  on  which  the  meeting-house  now  ataDda,  with 
the  nod  that  ia  now  wanted,  is  by  hia  honae,  to  aaid 


Two  years  later  flTHO')  fifty-nine  ami  a  half  rods 
lying  north  of  the  new  meeting-house  wt>ro  bought 
at  sixpence  per  rod.  This  lot  completed  the  nine 
Bona,  of  which  the  pieaeni  Franklin  Common  was 
i  fart.  This  land,  when  first  bought,  was  covered 
with  a  dcn«!c  trrowth  of  pitch-pines,  stnndin^j  with 
their  feet  firmly  planted  among  small  bowlders.  It 
CQit  aizty  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents  to  clear  ihb 
BBtaaeed  apot  and  cover  it  with  ^ram.  Three  aidea 
of  this  wedge-shaped  nine  acres  were  afterwards 
iriiumed  with  slender  Lorabardy  poplars.  Tliey 
were  planted  April  ti,  1801,  by  William  Adams, 
aoeording  to  a  previoas  vote  of  the  town.  Some 
tveatj  yeara  afterwaida  the  south  end  of  the  Oom- 
BKta  was  sold  for  building  sites,  atid  nn  the  centre  lot 
Dr.  Anjory  ITuritinc  liuilt  a  house  in  fmnt  of  the  old 
gao-hoose,  since  removed.  After  the  meeting-house 
had  been  moved  to  its  present  site  and  reversed,  the 
hnm  bought  the  Common  of  the  pariah  and  eom- 
autted  it  to  the  ea:  f  i  voluntary  associaUon.  Thb 
»f^iatir>n  has  bordered  it  with  hsrdy  trpe«<,  crossed 
it  with  walks,  and  surrounded  it  with  a  durable  fence. 

A  plan  for  the  new  meeting-house  was  presented 
by  a  committee  of  thirteen,  and  aoeepted  by  the 
town  December,  1787.  Its  dimen.sions  were  a*  fol- 
lows :  Sixty-two  feet  loni:  and  forty  wide,  with  a  porch 
at  each  end  fourteen  feet  square.  It  had  fifty-nine 
pews  on  the  floor  and  twenty-one  in  the  gallery,  be- 
odm  the  aingm'  aod  boja'  aenta.  The  oentie  of  the 
boom  had  at  flret  loi^  bendMS  on  each  aide  of  the 


main  aisle,  afterwards  exchanged  for  narrow  pews. 
The  ftame  atill  Hrea,  unaltered  in  aiae^  within  a  new 
eowering. 

The  building  was  carried  on  with  characteristic 
energy  aod  finished  in  July,  17S8,  seven  mouths 
from  the  acceptance  of  the  plan.  The  cost,  as  ren- 
dered by  the  committee  to  the  town,  Marqh  7, 1791, 
was  as  follows : 

£     ».    d.  /. 

r,imilifr  :U  H->.-ton   13    3  0 

Ctiriitii;  triiiFi  BoiitOD  16    19    3  0 

KuiM,    'iii^itr,  iiiuInagM, 

lemuii^  iit  lt"f!'>n  

Llokyucn  bou^lit  :ii  boino.. 
Cu't  '<!'  r:u«ing  the  boUM.... 


12  R  3  0 

3  :i  4  0 

20  a  ii  0 

Nnii."  :uiJ  othir  iroe-war*  at 

Buistun  M  •»<••»••>«.•.     IS  7  6  0 

NHils  and  oihar  iron-wan  st 

home                                       36  16  2  0 

I'jiiiitin',;,  t:irrin;;.  ::lu!ing  7S  9  6  0 
IJi'iirili,  ol.Tjili'iai  i)!-,  iinil  »lun- 

j,'l<-f  ;it  Ilmiih                               .".:!  ...  0  0 

PlastcrinK  iW'i  whilewashing      18  4  3  2 

UDderpinning  the  liouie              2R  12  !t  0 

UoardiDg  the  w-rkmcn               81  14  8  0 

Carpenters' »'.rk                       SS3  OSS 

Dour  -  ttoTiP*    and  puriag 

roDn<l  tlif  li"U(e. 25  13  0 

Window-weigh(«. ........ ......M       5  18  4  0 

Coit  of  the  curtria  (bahiad 

tliepakpit)......***.«»'..~»-      3  7  3  0 

Bapwiaaarthaaoamittaa...    6S  3  Y  0 

Total.......  


£  :  d.  /. 
£m    S  4  3 


H->7pkiali  ri«bcr.  tn  parcha«o  £  #.  d.  /. 

tlir  Klik*^  ....«»p.  28  4  4  3 

?< iktli;iiiii'l  Tiiityor   2  10  7  3 

Jiinatliivn  Wnict ..,..,.„„„„,..  1  Irt  0  0 

JiMiiaU  IIawe«.....Hw..M<....».  14  3  0  0 

N»tli*a  Mao.........   I  3  8  1 


(So  addad  ia  tba  origlaal)  1  S6    B  •  S 


£  ,.  d.  /. 

Total  lif  vlis*  t*x                     293  17    1  I 

Reocived  from  tale  of  pow«...    S22  11    0  0 

InteraitooMOttritie*  furpow*.     13  17    6  0 

From  tba  aid  li««ae„              13  12  S  0 


£943    18    I  1 

Total  eoat  of  naallat-baaM,  £1064     9  2  1 
Or,  at  the  tban  ralua  of  papar  anrreno^,  $3514.80. 

Tlii.s  hill  wns  not  accepted  as  readily  as  the  plan 
had  been  ;  but  examination  of  the  uharges  by  an 
auditing  committee,  Hareh  10,  1794,  showed  that 
£16  6«.  more  were  due  to  the  committee  than 
they  had  ohan.^d.  The  honest  town  voted  that 
this  halance  shouM  be  paid,  with  interest  for  four 
years,  and  receipts  in  lull  were  exchanged.  The  bill 
probably  included  the  cost  of  preparing  the  land.  In 
1806  the  eaat  porch  waa  raiaed  into  a  belfty  to  re- 
oeiwe  a  clock  and  bell,  which  had  been  given  to  the 

pariah,  coftinj;  <5rvpn  InindnHl  and  fortv-fivo  dollars. 
The  bell  has  never  told  the  name  of  the  giver,  nor 
the  clock-bands  pointed  to  the  time  or  place  of  ita 
record,  and  none  of  the  Kwing  know  the  generoaa 
donor  or  donon. 
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In.  1830,  while  workntca  WWtt  pi,ilitiD<;  the  bnlfry, 

they  spattoreil  tlu-  bo!!,  whcrccn  "onic  Ijrii^Iit  j^enius 
among  thetu,  thiukiDg  to  belter  tlie  luuttcr.  painted 
the  luckless  bell  all  over.  Uuder  tlih  covoriiit;  the 
▼met  of  ibe  bell  was  aloMwt  silea«ed, — i%  was  supposed 
fi>niver.  It  was  thereupon  sent  t<.  the  foandry  at 
East  Mf'rlway  hi  i'xe!ian<:rf  fir  a  heavier  one.  The 

dunih  ht'll  cauje  forth  from  the  fierv  furnace  freed  ^ 

I 

from  the  smothering;  paint  and  musically  toned  as 
eT«r.   It  now  tells  the  people  of  PazCon  the  timet 

of  public  assemblings. 

The  M  i  iiinl  lioiifsf^  was  used  for  fifty-two  years, 
when  it  W418  moved  ab  nU  1  tirhty  feet  directly  north, 
and  turned  a  quarter  round,  with  its  belfry  towat'd» 
the  Moth.  The  old  aqoare  pews  were  ezeheoged  for  | 
modcfo  slips,  and  all  the  congregation  were  seated  in 
platoons  with  their  faces  toward  the  pulpit.  In  1856 
the  interior  walls  were  frcsicoed. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  third  and  present  (Jou- 
gregational  oaeeting-honBe,  the  aeeoDd,  whieh  ww  is  j 
its  turn  the  old,  was  soM  :itid  deeded,  tlirough  Daris  I 
Thayer,  Jr.,  to  J.  1^,  Fiizpatrick,  and  by  him  trans- 
ferred to  the  Right  Rev,  J.  J.  Williams,  now  arch-  ' 
bishop  of  Ronton,  for  tbo  Uiie  of  the  Catholic  congre-  , 
gntion.  The  last  aennon  in  it  before  its  aale  was  ( 
pieaeheil  by  Rev.  Luther  Keene,  the  pastor,  in  which  . 

he  stated  that  in  ite  eiglitY-fimr  ynars  of  Bervice  there  1 

.1 

had  been  R7r5f)  Sabbath  Hcrmona  preached  from  its 
pulpit,  which  had  been  in  the  charge  of  13  ministerai 
900  infants  reoMTcd  the  rite  of  baptism ;  and  annum- 
bered  dead  reposed  iu  it  while  the  last  aerrioas  for 

them  were  betnj;  held  before  burial. 

Brflire  the  doors  of  ihc  old  .Hunetuurv  are  elnsed 
after  the  last  service  held  in  it  before  liti  altcraliou  in 
1840  (which  was  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Emmons),  let  us  | 
repniducx;  its  interior  as  described  bj  ODe  who  re-  I 
members  it  well :     What  picture  can  produce  its 
interior!    Its  high  box  puipit  and  impending  sound-  j 
ing-board,  hung  by  a  single  iron  rod  an  inch  square ;  j 
the  two  pegs  00  each  aide  of  the  pulpit  window,  on 
one  of  which  sometimes  hunu  the  old  pa-itor's  blue- 
black  cloak,  and  on  the  other  alway.s  bis  tliree  eor- 
nered  clerical  hat!    iiy  no  iiienn«  oTiiit  tbi^  short 
little  preacher  in  the  pulpit,  with  clear,  sharp  eyes, 
bald,  shioiog  head,  small,  penetrating  voice,  and 
msnuBcript  gesture ;  the  square  pews,  acated  on  four 
hides,  with  a  drop-f«ent  aeros>;  the  narrow  door,  and 
the  8traii:ht,  cushioned  chair  in  the  centre  for  the 
grandmother,  filled  every  one  with  sedate  faces  over 
whidi  gray  hairs  usually  predominated.   The  open  ! 
qiaoe  before  and  below  the  pulpit,  whcie  in  winter  a 
Tna!»sive  wood  stove  reared  its  iron  head  and  opened 
its  square  mouth  to  be  filled  moroiog  and  at  nooo  • 


wit!i  bloeks  of  bard  wood  big  enough  to  hold  fire 
tlirough  the  followint;  (»ervice>i.  an<I  keep  the  circle 
of  old  men  who  sat  around  it  in  a  sleepy  warmth 
while  the  unfortunate  sitters  in  the  outer  corners 
shivered  with  oold.  To  it  at  noon  came  the  mothers, 
bringing  their  small  tin  hand-stoves,  with  perforated 
sides  and  an  iron  box  witliin  to  hold  live  coal.-i,  for 
a  fresh  supply  to  keep  their  feet  warm  through  the 
afternoon  service.  The  long  balustrades  hemiuiug 
the  side  galleries  wne  crowned  with  bats  against  the 
two  aturways,  which  »  puff  of  wind  from  the  open 

pnrclt-door"  «enmctime.s  sent  scntteriti^r  down  upon  the 
uuuuvurcd  heads  below.  The  singers'  seats  filled  the 
long  gallery  fronting  the  pulpit,  in  which  nothing 
louder  than  «  wooden  pitdt-pipe  for  years  dared  to 
utter  a  note.  But  about  1825  a  singing-attfaool 
timidly  prepared  the  way  for  a  violin,  whieh  soon 
introduced  a  bass-viol  for  the  support  of  itself  and 
the  new  singers.  The  boys  had  seats  in  the  south' 
vest  elbow  of  the  gallery,  each  boy  wiih  one  eye  on 
the  tithiug-man  sitting  high  up  in  the  northwest  oor> 
ner  pew  aud  tlie  other  eye  wandering  or  asleep,  while 
both  ears  were  euviously  open  to  the  neiirhinfi  of  the 
horses  in  the  hundred  horso-shcds  and  the  twitier  of 
birds  in  the  Lombardy  poplars  near  by.** 

Not  oidy  was  the  irrepressible  boy  from  the  int 
looked  after  by  the  titbin'^-man,  chosen  "to  take  care 
of  v'  eliiidren,  to  prevetit  their  playiie.^  in  meeting," 
but  iu  May,  liUl,  another  duty  was  laid  upon  these 
same  oflieem.   "  May,  1791,  on  complaint  that  diven 
persons  hnve  from  time  to  time  behaved  in  a  very  unbe- 
coming manner  by  f»tandiri_'  io  the  porches  of  the  meet- 
ing house  of  this  town  on  the  Lord's  Day.  and  other- 
wise conducting  in  a  manner  not  only  inconsistent  with 
the  parpose  for  which  they  professedly  assemble,  but 
highly  onbeeoming  n  person  of  good  brecdbg  or  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  :   Vn/,  ,/.  that  such  conduct 
ought  to  be  highly  reprobated  and  discouiitcQaneed  by 
every  sober  man,  and  tlicy  will  hold  them  a^  acan- 
dalow  and  infamous  persons;  and  the  tithingmen 
are  to  take  their  names  and  publicly  expose  them 
next  town-niccting,  and  post  up  this  vote  and  the 
naine*  of  all  future  offenders."     Absentees  had  to 
ju:«iity  tliem»clves  lor  their  absence.    Even  after  the 
congregation  were  all  safdy  in  thdr  pews,  and  under 
the  T^lanee  of  such  sentinels,  the  minister  oouM 
tiot  always  control  ibeir  attention.     It  is  said  that  on 
one  July  Suniliiy  in  17'JO,  wheu  tlie  audience  were 
uuu^ually  torpid  aud  sleepy,  Dr.  Kmmons  closed  his 
manuscript,  took  down  bb  tbrefreomered  hat,  came 
down  ftiom  the  pulpit,  and  went  quietly  home,  leaving 
his  comatose  conixreiratinn  to  finish  tludr  naps  or  dis- 
miss tbemselres  without  a  benedictioo.    After  giriag 
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them  »  fortuigbt  to  consider  th«ir  wajs  and  be 
wm^  h»  •xpUioeil  tbe  mMns  of  thit  eondnet,  Bod 

Ut  penitent  charah  voted:  "1.  It  is  reaaooablc  the 
putor  should  insist  upon  liaviopr  the  proper  attention 
of  the  people  in  time  of  public  tror^ship.  2.  It  i» 
fBuooaUe  the  church  shall  desire  aod  endearor  tbst 
pfoper  attentioo  be  given  in  (he  tine  of  pnblie  wor> 
•hip,  sod  discountenance  all  iDatteDtioD." 

A,«  s  H'snlt  nf  tho  aUoration'^  and  modcrni zings  of 
1S40,  the  top  of  the  old  sounding-buard  lighted  upon 
avdl'hotise  io  Afibkad;  the  old  pulpit  coded  a  long 
jooney  in  the  lectare^room  of  the  Chioago  TlMotogi- 
eil  Settinary.  At  the  same  time,  also,  (he  long  rows 
of  bor«e  slieJs  were  demolished,  save  a  vctv  fpw 
moved  to  the  rear  of  the  new  site.  The  noou-huuiteii 
had  dissppeared  some  jrcan  before  1840.  Thej  had 
been  built  for  a  resort  io  the  iDtemiissioiis  on  oold 
Sundays  They  were  four-square,  with  a  seat  on 
each  side  and  a  narrow  floor  in  front  of  it.  A  lame 
Mooe  hearth  filled  the  centre,  on  which  a  lire  wa^ 
hoQt  ID  a  pile  witbio  reach  of  the  cold  feet  aimed  at 
it  ftom  the  fonr  mdm,  while  (he  smoke  fonod  its  wsy, 
when  ready,  through  a  wigwam-like  hole  in  the  toof 

Home  Life. — In  these  early  colonial  towns  the 
uteetiDg-booac  was  as  literally  their  social  as  their 
geograpbieel  centre.  The  families  tiettled  on  their 
fsnns  in  ooneentrto  drdes  to  the  enter  limits  of  the 
territory,  and,  being  busy  sll  the  week  at  home,  the 
Punil.iy  noon  intermission?  spent  in  the  hor«c  shed.'5 
lod  Quon-housee  were  their  only  opportunities  iur  iu- 
teitbange  of  family  greetings  and  friendly  gussip. 
The  mde  oonneoting  rosds  were  too  long,  nigged,  and 
Isnely  to  be  traveled  for  evening  gatherings,  and  the 
yoODi:  folk.s  hud  to  supplonx'nt  llu'ir  Sunday  talks 
bjf  the  few  weeks  of  the  winter  school.  The  town 
indostrics  were  home  industries  aiuoug  the  stumps 
isd  neks  of  the  slowly  eivilinng  seres  and  at  looms 
la  the  attics.  A  corn-niill  and  a  .'•aw  n  I'l  v-i-re  their 
i>n!T pxtcrna!  tirot-ssilies.  ThL-.>io  tlu-y  had  to  Iniild  ns 
90OD  as  p(^8ible, — the  tueettQg-hout>e  tirst,  and  then  the 
eoro-mill.  Then  both  soul  aod  body  could  bo  equipped 
Ar  other  work.  Host  of  their  daily  food  was  raised 
at  home,  and  they  clothed  them^elveH  in  homespun 
cloth  made  from  the  flax  of  their  fields  and  the  fleece 
of  their  flocks,  whose  bodies  they  ate.  A  rare  visit 
to  Boston  secured  what  their  farms  could  not  supply. 
The  eootttry  grocery  was  sn  ioTention  of  a  later  age 
and  a  larger  liberty. 

The  popnlation  of  fhii  town  inertiij^ed  j-lowly,  from 
Im  than  one  thousand  at  its  incorporation  in  177^^  (o 
•sreoteen  hundred  aod  seventeen  iu  1840.  The  Urst 
4i>^-(wo  yssts  of  its  town  life  showed  less  thsn  six 
pereeni 


For  many  yean  after  the  wsr  for  fiberty  the  ehief 
bttsiness  of  its  (own-meetlogi  wss  disoosstons  of  town 

boundaries  and  laying  oat  of  roads.  On  March  23, 
1795,  the  seleotmen  were  direeted  to  ereot  the  first 

guide-posts. 

Military  AfEeurs. — The  military  spirit,  first  called 
forth  by  the  stem  servioe  of  the  Bevolotionary  wsr, 

did  not  die  on(  with  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen> 
tury.  hut  was  revived  at  len«t  on  two  days  (jf  the  year, 
— of  the  May  traioiug  of  the  two  military  companies, 
the  North  end  the  Sonlh  so  called,  aod  of  the  fidl 
mnster  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belonpsd.  The 
May  (nininga  were  the  times  for  a  public  eompsiison 
of"the<p  two  companit  s,  \vln  n  they  both  mart'ruvred 
Ht  opposite  cuds  of  the  Common,  marched  around  Davis 
Thayer's  store  aod  Dr.  Emmons'  house,  aod  halted  io 
fnm(  of  Joseph  HiU*s  store  under  the  poplais,  and 
when  the  voices  of  the  captains,  aod  the  fifes  snd 
ilrunis  were  heard  through  the  town.  A  troop  of 
cavalry  was  enrolled,  mostly  within  the  town,  and  the 
horses,  fresh  from  the  plow  snd  harrow,  pranced  and 
dsnesd  at  (he  unwonted  mosie  of  the  bng^e  among 
the  sweet  ferns  at  the  south  end  of  the  OomnoD. 
Uiit  irrafpr  wa?  the  t  xrifi'mrtit,  cspwially  among  the 
boy^,  when  the  Franklin  Artillery  appeared  in  all  its 
brazen  majesty  on  the  same  Common  where  it!>  guu- 
hoose,  cannon,  tnmbrels,  snd  hsmessss  wers  kept. 
The  dark-blue  uniforms,  the  Bonaparte  chapeaux  with 
their  lonj:,  black,  rcd-iijiped  plume5«,  thp  flashing:  long 
ttwords,  the  »\ovr  march  to  the  dirge-iike  "  Koslyn 
CasUe,"  as  the  Inmbering  brass  fonr-pouuders  were 
dragged  over  the  talb  of  gnus  end  bnshcs  by  drsg- 
ropes,  angling  <»iit  wards  likt?  wild  gce«e  lines  reversed, 
were  always  followed  by  a  crowd.  But  the  climax  of 
military  excttenicni  was  reached  when,  about  1825, 
the  Franklin  Cadets  made  their  fiist  publie  appear- 
once.  Thmr  white  pantaloons,  bine  costs,  sbundantly 
buttoned  and  silver-laecd,  black  shining  leather  cape 
crowned  witli  Maf"k-tipped,  whrtf  perprndicutar 
plumes,  and  above  all  their  new  glinting  muskets, 
made  each  boy  wish  himself  a  man  and  a  cadet. 
Many  of  (he  after  prominent  citisens  of  the  town 
were  proud  to  be  called  captain  of  such  au  admirably* 
dtillt  d  porp".  The  Franklin  Cadets,  the  Wrentham 
Guards,  and  the  Bclliughnm  Rifles  were  the  flower  of 
the  old  Norfolk  County  regiment. 

The  fall  mnstoie,  however,  condensed  the  highest 
interest.  They  csme  after  the  hOwin<;  and  rea|ilii'.^  of 
the  year  were  done,  and  all  were  glad  for  a  holiday. 
The  following  description  of  an  old-time  regimental 
muster  from  a  frequent  participant  will  be  enter- 
tsining: 

"  The  day  before  muster  a  detailed  sqnod  of 
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narited  qui,  by  a  long  rope  and  with  the  faeade  of  old  | 
axea,  a  straight  and  shaUoar  farrow  as  a  toc-linc  for 
the  regimcot,  which  they  penerally  adhered  to  until 
afternooD.  A  boundary  was  aiao  roped  along  the 
easteni  side,  next  the  road,  which  marked  the  limit  , 
fbr  apectaton.  On  tbw  side  were  buflt  rough  boottis 
fbr  tlie  sale  of  eatabka  and  drinkables  and  gewgaws 
to  the  crowd  of  the  cniniuL^  dav.  With  tlie  earlic-st 
daylight  cjinic  udi-ily-driveti  teams  into  town,  bring- 
ing soldiers  and  civilians,  lads  and  lassies  irom  far  and 

near.    Tents  and  naiquees  were  hastily  pitched  ! 

around  the  meeting-house  and  along  the  west  tide  of  ] 

the  Common.  Luncheon-boxes  and  rxtrn  crnnncnt? 
were  stowed  in  th^p,  trnnrd'!  were  set,  and  at  six 
o'clock  the  long  roll  t'rom  a  score  or  less  of  kettle-  I 
droBis  oalled  the  oompanies  together.  Brills,  evola- 
Uona,  and  marchings  displayed  the  skill  of  the  cap* 
tains  and  astonished  the  fast -gathering  crowds  until 
nine  o'clock,  wlien,  at  the  voci f'crou.s  sluiutiiii.'  of"  tlip 
adjutant,  the  musical  Bquads  headed  their  companies 
up  to  the  toe-lioe.  The  mu«ieiaos  were  then  gath*  I 
end  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,  near  the  gun-houae,  | 
to  receive  the  colnnel  and  his  f-taff  whenever  they 
should  emerge  frcttn  the  tavern  near  at  hand.  On 
their  appearance  and  reception,  the  wings  wheeled  , 
into  an  incloung  ^^uarB  with  the  officers  in  the  cen- 
tre, while  the  chaplain,  on  horseliack,  prayed  for  the 
country  and  ihe  protection  of  life  and  limb.  On 
straightening  out  again,  then  came  the  march  of  the 
single  fitb  and  drum  down  and  back  the  length  of  the 
line,  the  ofioial  ina|ieatbo,  the  regimental  manosaTre- 
ings,  and  the  dod^ng  of  the  line  of  guards  by  the 
spectators. 

"  At  one  o'clock  cnme  dinner,  in  tent,  booth,  on  the 
grass,  iuiy  where,  hilariously  moistened, — possibly  with 
Tenenble  eider  at  least, — tiotil  at  three  o*eloek  a  big 
gun  and  a  solemn  cavalcade  of  cokmel  and  staff  with 
chaplain  and  surgeon  called  the  scattered  bands  into 
line  for  the  grand  finale — the  sham-tight.  Some- 
times the  infantry  tried  to  capture  the  guns  of  the  | 
artilleiy;  sometimes,  divided  into  two  equal  battaU  | 
iom,  they  Ibrionsly  hombarded  eadi  other;  some-  ' 
times  a  trilte  of  pretentious  Indians  rushed  from  bo- 
hind  Dr.  Prait  M  Itarn  with  indescribable  yells  upon 
the  cavalry,  only  to  be  ignominiously  chased  back  to  ^ 
their  invinhle  wigwams.   Sometimes  the  whole  regi- 1 
ment  formed  a  hollow  square,  feeing  outwards,  with  a  | 
oannon  at  each  corner  in  defense  of  their  offioers,  ' 
and  banged  away  at  unwn  nnd  nnan'<w*»rin!r  f»n»>nii<'s, 
while  the  cavalry  dashed  in  nil  possible  directions  to 
repel  imaginary  salliea.    Trumpets  blared,  drums  rat- 
tled, horses  reared  and  snorted,  ehildren  soreamed, 
ramrods,  forgotten  in  the  harried  loading,  hurtled ' 


through  the  poplars,  till  a  clood  of  villainotts  asit' 

pctre  enwrapped  in  suffocating  folds  soldiers,  specta- 
tors, booths,  and  landacafie,  and  until  cartridge-boxes 
wm  emptied  and  military  furore  wa.«  satiated.  The 
hubbub  subsided  about  five  o'clock  into  an  occasional 
pop  firom  tardy  moskets,  and  the  wounded — by  pooiket* 
pistols — were  picked  up  in  the  booths  and  along  the 
poplars,  and  the  cn:>wd  ttxik  their  winding — to  some 
very  wiiuiing — way  to  their  supperle-ss  home's." 

The  Poor. — It  was  not  until  1790  that  public  pro- 
vision had  to  be  made  for  their  poor  by  this  thrifty 
town.  Then  there  were  bat  five  persons.  They 
were  at  first  hoarded  hy  tlie  hiwcst  bidder,  whu  mu?t 
be  approved  by  the  s*i'lectmen.  and  was  h.  Id  strictly 
to  take  good  and  generous  care  of  them,  turalsbing 
everything  needed  except  dothes  and  medical  earn. 
These  were  separately  supplied  by  the  town.  If  he 
failed  in  any  res{)ect.  he  wa.«  to  remove  his  charge 
elsewhere  at  his  own  expeai>e.  ia  18:}')  the  dwell- 
ing-house and  farm  of  Alpbeus  Adams  wero  bought 
for  an  almshouse  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  dollais. 
Id  1868  the  house  was  burned,  bat  another  was 
speedily  built  a  few  mh  fartlier  oast.  At  no  time 
since  1835  ha?  the  number  of  it.s  iumat<'is  cxweded 
twelve.  The  appropriation  for  1S83  was  four  thoa- 
sand  dollars. 

Buri&I-Oronnds. — ^Land  was  set  apart  at  the  be- 

dnnin<4  of  the  settlement  for  the  burial  of  the  deaii 
One  (lod's  nerc"  was  at  Stop  River,  now  the  Ciij 
Mills  Cemetery;  the  other  at  the  Centre.  Both  of 
these  are  still  used  fbr  the  same  purpose.  They  w«m 
open  and  aneared  fbr  unUl  1768,  when  they  wars 
fenced  by  stone  walls.  In  1793  committees  were 
chos'cn  to  repair  the  fences,  choose  sfxtons,  and  fix  the 
fees  for  burial.  These  cemeteries  have  been  enlarge<l 
(torn  time  to  time  as  needfVil,  and  the  dead  of  toniay  sis 
Isid  near  where  the  fore&thers  of  the  hamlet  sleep. 

In  1804,  November  8th,  a  third  burial  ground  was 
bought  and  approved  by  the  town.  Thi.«i  is  calW 
the  Catholic  Cemetery,  and  lies  some  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rods  west  of  their  (Aarah. 

The  Post-Oftee. — Franlclio  bad  no  regular  post- 
office  until  1819.  Letters  and  papers  wero  few  nnd 
far  between.  These  were  left  at  Wrentham  In  tlie 
carriers,  who  passed  three  times  a  week  between 
Providence  and  Boaton.  Any  one  who  4dianesd  to 
visit  Wrentham  brought  them  to  the  ownem.  Is 
1812,  Herman  C.  Fisher,  then  a  lad  of  fifteen,  was 
hired  by  a  few  families  to  go  on  horseback  Satur- 
days to  South  Wrentham  and  bring  the  mail  to  Na- 
thaniel Adams',  afkerwarda  Davis  Thayer'a,  stsis. 
His  route  was  through  Wrentham  and  Gainea  to  ths 
old  tavern  on  the  Boston  and  fravidenon  tonpiks. 
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Aboal  1815,  Dttvid  Fisher,  keeper  of  Wreotbem  teV' 

era,  was  appoinu^d  postmaster.  ThiH  broQe;ht  the 
Franklin  mail  much  nearer;  but  letters  for  the 
Dorthero  part  of  the  town  were  brought  from  Med- 
Mj  village.  AboBt  1819  tbe  lUme  ttore  eft  City 
MiUi  wu  bnilt  bj  Eli  Biehardson,  who  secured  » 
post-office  there.  For  a  while  Mr.  Richardson  brought 
th*?  letters  and  papers  for  Franklin  Crntro  to  meotinf; 
Id  tbe  box  of  h'u  sulky  every  Sunday,  and  H.  C. 
fbher  earned  them  to  the  lUm  of  Maj.  Davis 
Thiyer  to  be  distributed.  But  after  two  yean  the 
Centre  people  began  a  movement  for  a  post-offioe  of 
their  own.  In  1S2-  they  succeerlcd  in  securing  a 
regttUr  office,  of  which  Maj.  Thayer  was  postmaster. 
His  sneeeason  Imtvo  iee»  Speaeer  'Bntt,  Tberon  C. 
Bills,  David  P.  Baker,  Gyms  B.  Soow,  Charles  W. 
Stewart,  David  P.  Baker  atiain,  A.  A.  Russegue,  as- 
sistant, Smith  Fisher,  and  J.  A.  Wnodwiird,  the 
office  moving  with  tbe  appointment  from  place  to 
plaoe.  Mr.  Woodwaid  held  ftom  1871  to  May  14, 
1883,  when  ft  fall  finom  a  seafiblding  of  bis  house 
SMiSSd  his  sudden  death,  to  the  grief  of  the  whole 
corotnnnity.  with  whom  he  was  held  in  the  highLSt 
respect  tor  bis  uoirbrm  urbanity  and  kindliness.  His 
sosesnor,  aod  tbe  pvesent  postnaster,  is  OKverH. 
loffSk ;  aaaiatani,  Lnrm  B.  Blake.  The  ioomne  fVom 
tbe  office  at  first  was  not  more  than  thirty  dollars  per 
jear;  but  it  frradually  increased  till  in  1882  the 
■alary  was  raised  to  seventeen  hundred  dollam.  It  \b 
worn  nted  in  the  third  olaaa  of  postofiesa. 

TmpcraiMM. — Host  of  the  people  in  the  olden 
time  drank  liquors  to  some  extent  and  without  scru- 
ple, under  the  impression  that  tht-y  were  healthful 
tod  atreogtb'giving.  There  were  butue  who  on  spe- 
tai  eeessiwia  vrodd  gst  so  thoroughly  dnrak  that 
gpod  people  eaat  about  fiir  some  external  obeek  ttpon 
the  appetite.  When  said  btrengtfa  beeame  too  fire- 
qucTit  and  dnnwerous  to  the  honie-peaee,  their  names 
vere  posted  by  the  selectmen  so  that  the  dealers, 
"who  in  regard  of  tbob  MMtancas  Aods  Boston  bad 
fiber^  to  sdl  strong  watm  to  supply  the  neeessity  of 
soeh  as  stood  in  need  thereof,"  should  not  sell  to  snoh 
nnder  a  penalty.  But  the  evil  habit  of  drinking  in- 
creased ID  spite  of  church  and  minister.  As  early 
as  1825,  aftM*  a  leotore  given  in  tbe  Popolatio  sebool* 
hsaae  by  a  son  of  Dr.  Lyman  Beeeher,  Caleb  Fisher, 
ESsha  Bnllard,  and  several  others  not  only  signed  a 
pledge,  but  refused  to  furntHh  liquor  to  tlu  ir  men  at 
worlt.  The  example  spread,  and  Franklin  became  and  | 
mU  is  a  temperaaee  town.  It  has  always  votsd  no  j 
(wBue,  and  now  has  two  aoUve  tempcranoe  organiaa-  | 
tioDs— a  Tempsiance  Allianea  and  the  Woman's 
Ckiiatian  Tempamnes  Union. 


Eirly  Illdutliei.-^wiog  or  splitting  the  forest^ 
into  bfwrds  for  their  houses  and  grinding  the 

corn  raised  on  their  cleared  laud  were  th«  first  neces- 
sities of  the  new  settlement.  Tbe  first  coro-mill  was 
bailt  Id  1685,  by  John  Whitiag,  oo  tbe  site  of  the 
present  Eagle  Mill,  at  the  foot  of  the  long  and  for- 
merly steep  bill  of  that  name,  and  about  midway  be- 
tween the  two  communities.  This  mill  was  owned 
by  Whitiug]B  for  more  than  a  oentury.  In  1713  the 
North  Preoioct  settlsrs  sought  for  mill  privllq;es  nesrar 
bone,  aod  Daniel  Hawse,  Jr.,  and  Bleaiar  Metealf 
sssociatid  with  Others  to  utilize  the  falls  in  Mine 
Bnxik  for  a  saw-mill.  The  following  is  the  eoQtraot 
which  they  signed: 

"Wbestiiam  Feb.  the  7  1713. 

"  W«  bow*  oaiBM  an  hcr«anto  tub«crib«d  do*  ogrM  to  baild 
a  MW  mill  at  lh«  plaM  Mlled  the  Minebrook  t  Dasiel  Hawe* 
wfitjo  ijKiirtvr,  John  M«oe»ne  wone quarter,  Elauar  Metoalf  and 
Sttuual  2l«t«alf  «on«  ^n&rtar,  Bobart  Pwd  8«a.  woaa  qttar|«r. 
M*«  4m  MTvnant  Jk  afiw  aa  fS»)tow*: 

'•  1  Wf  ci(„.  |,,r"mi«  (hilt  wil  each  of  ut  carrj  on  .1  rnir 
M|uaI  propurcbou  throught  in  procuring  of  iruuet  i  hueing 
ftiMBtBf  of  a  dam  A  aaill  A  all  otbar  labor  thfMgbt  •»  ftit*  aa 
the  major  part  shall  te  meat  to  dno  th«>n  to  com  to  a  r«okoning. 

"  2  We  doe  agrt:  that  all  of  u«  tball  have  libertjr  fur  to  work 
oat  hia  prapofsion  of  work  A  in  ease  anagr  vone  of  as  n«Kl««l  te 
carry  on  «aid  work  till  it  be  done  Jfc  ftt  to  aaw  A  bo  that  aaglecla 
to  carry  on  hia  part  of  «aid  mill  nhalt  p»y  half  a  crown  a  dajr  ta 
the  rest  of  tbe  owners  that  did  aaid  work. 

"  3  We  doe  agre  that  aaid  taad  aball  bo  for  a  mill  pond  aoe 
long  as  the  major  part  sball  aa  Si.  W«  dn  sdl  ao  agfo  that  no 
won  sball  sell  his  part  ^aiil  null  till  ho  h:\^  tirst  ma  lu  :\  trn< 
dor  to  the  mat  of  the  owner*.  Wo  du  al  so  ogre  that  no  won 
aball  oell  bia  part  la  tho  land  tU  ha  b«o  laadard  It  to  th«  iraat 
of  tbe  owners. 

"  Signed,  iealed  and  deiirered  in  the  pre«eiic«  of 
"  Baaa  twm  **  KoaiRT  Pord 

"  JoKAvaAir  Waieav         "  D  a  m  is  i.  H  a  ws 
bta  ''JouH  Macca^ne 

"Beeaar  X  Pose  "  Btsasaa  Mitcaiir 

mark  "  Sami  bi.  Mr.TrAi.r." 

(     the  bai-k  \s  tlio  stiil  further  a^reoinent : 

"to  lii^  'Jul  iM  'h  iiMti':<  l'"it  rt>  tlm^'  iirc  Jruwu — the  first  loot 
Ic  to  be  gin  four  r<")t  (fiin  lh<!  up]>er  til  of  the  streak  sil  and  SIM 
up  unto  tba  tod  of  tbo  aimpon,  aad  to  dovid  it  aqnal  Into  fowar 
toota  A  tba  doapors  taiwaida  Ibo  road  ao  aa  not  to  iBtanaipt 
the  madi 

"  KOOAKT  PuNU  "  Da.siiil  IIaw» 

"  Janir  Hacc*!<b  ^  BLsataa  MaWALr 

^SaveaL  MncaLP         "Daniri.  TnuHsrox 

"March  the?  1717." 

This  fiiat  saw<nill  came  into  and  remained  b  the 
bands  of  the  Whitings. 

In  the  laying  out  of  a  surveyor's  district,  May  29, 
17.?ti,  there  is*  tiirntion  of"  The  Iron  Works,"  said  to 
be  looited  near  the  foot  of  Forge  Uill,  "■  Ben  Works* 
saw.mill"  and  "  Adama*  ooraHnill'*  at  City  Mills,  sites 
now  oeenpied  by  other  works;  but  of  other  mills  or 
factories  no  record  is  pressrved  until  the  bejpaaii^ 
of  the  pteeent  oentury. 
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■HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


CHAPTBR  XYII. 

FRANKLIN— (foiKiViM^t/j. 

Lliler  Town  lliatnry — Kt;e1osia»ticAl — Mitii«(or8  of  (he  Firet 
Cbureh— OUier  Churchftj  and  Mecliag-Uuu»o» — South  Frank- 
lia  CcMiKngmtioDal — Qnat  tlnlvanulut— Baptist — Cftlholio 
— Melhodiat — Town  Library- — Public  Schooli — High  School 
—Franklin  Acailciiiy — Deon  Academjr — Collegn  tiradiintp.i — 
f^tatiflticK  of  Mfttarial  Qrowlh— Town  lodustrioii— Straw 
Goodf— FeUing«»  •lo^K«w*p«o*rt— lUilraatb — fi*nk>  — 
Fire  Pfoteetion— The  RebeUion— L»t  9f  SeMier* — Prcoinet 
and  Temi  Ottetra— Oaatonnial  Celebimtioo. 

Ministers  of  the  First  Congregational  ClinrolL 
— ^Rbt.  Elam  Smallbt      settled  as  the  aaoooe*  I 
MMT,  not  eolleagne,  of  Dr.  Emmons,  June  17, 1829.  . 

He  was  dismissed  July  5.  1839.  und  in^ituMed  Sep-  | 
teiuhor  lOtli  over  the  Union  Churcli.  Worcester. 
He  remaiued  there  uutii  1853,  when  he  was  dis-  ; 
missed  to  beoome  psstor  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  i 
Choroh,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  bat  was  soon  oompellcd  by  ftil-  j 
ing  health  to  give  up  his  work  and  try  a  voyage  to 
Europe,  seeking  restoration  ami  strcit;_'th  ;  but  with- 
out benefit,  for  he  died  tsoou  uiier  his  ruturu,  in  New 
York  City,  July  30,  1858,  aged  fifty-eight.  Mr. 
Smalley  was  btwn  in  Dartmonth,  fitted  himself  for 
college,  and  was  graduated  at  Brown  University,  i 
1827,  whence  he  received  D.D.  in  1^49.  He  studied  j 
theology  with  Rev.  Otis  Tbompsun,  of  Rehobolh.  i 
He  snpportad  himself  while  in  oollcge  mainly  by  | 
tsaehwg  singing-sehoob,  in  which  he  was  eminently  | 
snooeesfni.    His  only  son,  George  W.,  is  tlie  well- 
known  London  oorreqiondeoi  of  the  New  York 
Tribmie.  \ 
Rbv.  Tkbtius  Dvnrino  SoCTBWOBra  was  in- ' 
stalled  the  filth  pastor  of  the  ehureh  Jan.  23, 1839, 
and  dismissed  April  25,  1850.   Afler  leaving  Frank- 
lin he  preached  «t:itodly  in  Lyndon,  Pownall.  and  ' 
Benuington,  Yt.,  nearly  five  yeani,  teaching  a  school 
at  the  same  time  in  his  home.  Thenee  he  went  to  { 
Pleasant  Prairie,  Wis.,  where  he  preaehed  for  ten  j 
years,  part  of  the  time  under  commission  of  the 
the  American  Home  Mission  Soeicfy,  until  a  rheu- 
matic fever  disabled  him  from  furtltor  active  service. 
He  retttined  in  1869  to  his  early  home  in  Bridge-  | 
water,  V.  Y.,  where  he  died  Ang.  2, 1874.   He  was  | 
huri.  il  ill  a  silken  surplice  <;iveu  hitn  by  the  ladies  of 
Krankliti  thirty  years  before     R*'V.  Mr.  Southworth 
was  born  in  Home,      Y.,  July       1801  ;  graduated 
at  Haasilton  College,  1827 ;  spent  one  year  at  An- 1 
bum  Theotogieal  Seminary,  N.  Y.,  and  graduated  at  I 
Andover,  \  ordained  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7, 

1832}  inataUed  at  ClaiemoQt,  N.  U.,  June  18,  1834,  ' 


'  remaining  there  until  he  earns  to  Fnnktio  in  the 

summer  of  1838. 

Rev.  SAMfTKL  Hi'VT  was  installed  Dec.  4,  1850, 
and  dismissed  July  6,  I8U4.  lie  nezb  entered  the 
service  of  the  Americas  Misrionary  Amodbtioo  in 
establishing  schools  among  the  ft««dmen  in  North 
Carolina.  FIc  becsme  assoebted  in  1868,  as  secre- 
tary, "tvith  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  afterwards  Vice- 
President.  He  aided  tu  preparing  Mr.  Wilson's 
work,  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Shve  Power  in  Amv- 
ICS,*'  and  edited  the  last  volume  after  Mr.  Wihoa's 
<i>:illi.  Mr.  Hunt  wa.*  Imrii  in  West  Attleboroufjh, 
March  1^.  ISU),  i^iaihuitiii  at  Amherst  Colle;;e. 
1832  ;  studied  theology  trum  lb3U  lo  1S38  in  Priuce- 
ton,  N.  J. ;  presohed  a  year  in  Mansield,  Mass.,  snd 
was  ordained  in  Natielc,  July  17,  1839,  whence  h» 
came  to  Franklin.  He  died  in  Boston,  July  23, 1878. 

Rev.  Geokqk  A.  Pei.to.s  was  in.stalled  for  ono 
year,  Aug.  9,  18&5,  but  witlidrew  during  the  year 
following  for  a  Western  field. 

Rby.  LnTHiB  Ekbhb,  the  eighth  rcgnlsriy  in- 
stalled pastor  of  the  old  church,  was  installed  Oct.  9, 
1807,  and  died  snddenly  in  tho  midst  of  his  days 
April  17, 1874,  aged  forty-tbur.  His  last  public  ser- 
vice was  April  5th.  He  was  born  in  Milo,  Me.,  Jss. 
30, 1830;  grsduated  at  Amherst  Oolbgs,  1859,  and 
at  Bangor  in  1862.  He  was  first  Settled  in  North 
Brookfield,  in  October,  18152,  as  pastor  of  a  Union 
Congri^alional  Church.  After  five  years  he  resigned 
to  come  to  Fn&klin.  His  uidMeibl  labors,  though 
short,  left  permanent  results.  Tbe  membership  of  the 
church  was  nesHy  doubled,  and  a  new  mcetiog-hoose 
and  a  commodious  parsonacre  near  it  were  built.  Rev. 
Mr.  Keene  was  tbe  first  occupant  uf  the  pur&ouai.'e, 
and  dedicated  the  new  diureh  Jan.  4, 1872,  preaching 
from  John  sii.  5. 

After  Mr  Kecne*sdeath  the  church  remained  with- 
out a  gcttlt-d  jta.'-tor,  depending  on  the  brviken  and 
evanescent  imprettsions  of  tfaosieat  supplies,  until  tbe 
wiser  coudnsion  of  the  bhorch  led  to  the  instalhdos 
of  the  prssent  efiident  pastor  on  Bee.  8, 1860. 

Rev.  George  E.  Lovbjoy,  now  in  oflSce,  is  a 
native  of  Bradford,  Mass..  and  was  rcsidctit  lic-ntiatc 
at  Andover,  1873.  His  pastorate  previous  to  i'uuk- 
lin  WH  in  Bedford,  Hsai.  Sinos  his  ministry  ber» 
between  sixty  and  seventy  have  been  added  to  the 
church,  increasing  its  present  membership  to  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two. 

The  present  Congregational  Church  was  built  during 
1871,  as  has  been  mentioned.  Its  nte  was  hoai^ 
bordering  the  southeast  comer  of  the  Oonmon,  sad 
the  building  committee  in  dwrgs  poshed  the  work 
through  with  businen-like  enmgy.  They  were  Mesua 
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Davis  Thayer,  Jr.,  Henry  M.  Greene,  Albert  E.  Dao-  | 
■  U.  A.  Stniiley.  Dr.  Georfre  King,  E.  H.  Sher- 

mao,  and  Frank  U.  Ray.  John  Stovens  was  the 
architect, and  Hanson  6i  Huuuiweil  liie  builders.  The 
oipa  was  bnilt  by  Stev«iu,  of  Cambridge.  The  di- 
measMMisof  the  main  building  are  100  by  60  feet; 
an^ienee  room,  60  by  80,  and  29  fii't  lii^li  ,  rhap.  1 
atuched  to  the  rear.  15  hy  55  feet ,  iwo  wings,  25  by 
14  feet;  beigbt  ol  steeple,  164  feet;  wboie  cost  of  , 
Afl  boiifle  fvrnisbed,  136,000.  It  Kaa  650  aHtioga  to  { 
dia  nain  audience-rootn,  and  100  io  thAgallerj.  The 
c!'"--'"  will  and  (he  r!'ni-v^'  -r.r.r,.  j 

Other  Churches  and  Houses  of  Worship. — 
S«»LTH  Franklin  Congkkuational  Cnuacu. —  , 
Thnnigli  the  samiiier  of  1855  neettoga  were  held  on  I 
alternate  Soodays  in  the  South  Franklin  diatriei  j 
sch'jol-house.    A  Sunday-school  was  formed,  and  a 
library  given  by  frienda.    The  !«cattered  families  of 
liut  regioa  showed  so  much  interest  in  meetings  near 
their  hones,  that  a  eoaodl  of  diiirehca  was  called  | 
iiig.  20,  1855,  at  the  house  of  Willard  G.  Whiting.  , 
As  a  result,  September  13th,  a  church  of  eighteen  ' 
members  was  organized.  During  the  5<priDg  followinj; 
fifleea  hundred  dollars  were  secured  by  subscription 
fat  a  neeting-honee.  The  cwiier-atone  was  hid  Sept.  j 
5, 1856,  and  the  hovae  was  dedicated  Jnlj  25,  1857.  j 
This  church  has  not  yet  felt  strong  enough  to  enjoy  ' 
1  settled  ministry,  but  has  been  aupplied  hj  aoiiog 
psstors  to  the  present  date.  I 

Qbaob  Chuboh,  Umitbbsalibt.— Od  Oct  4,  I 
1866,  a  UniTeiaalist  parish  was  oigtnited.   At  first  ; 
tlieir  services  were  held  in  the  town  hall,  but  under 
'he  inspiration  of  a  cencrotis  offer  from  the  late  Oliver  ! 
Dean,  M.D.,  it  was  determined  to  build  a  house,  j 
TUi  was  located  dose  upon  Nain  Street,  and  was 
wwratod  May  5, 1858.  The  cost,  besides  the  land, 
»«s  about  seven  thou-and  dollars.    The  huildincr  was  > 
used  until  .lunt-,  1S74,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Bap- 
tets,  and  removed  to  School  Street.    Id  1873  the 
fvidi  hvilt  the  present  »Onwe  Chnreh"  directly  in 
tde  rear  of  its  first  bnilding.   Thb  graeefnl  and  \ 
b-autiful  house  of  worship  is  one  of  the  architectural 
attractions  of  Franklin.    It  cost,  with  all  its  appoint- 
■OtSi  furoiture,  organ,  and  steam-he:iting  apparatus, 
%-t«o  thoD8«Dd  dolhia,  of  which  satn  Dr.  Dean 
■wiphally  gave  two  thousand  doUan.   Rer.  A.  ft. 
Adams  was  the  first  settled  pastor.    He  was  installed 
'^•y  5,  1858,  and  on  the  same  day  in  which  th.'  fir'it 
church  building  was  dedicated,  aud  was  dismissed  in 
I860.  1 

1b  18G0  a  chttnli  was  orgnnissdf  also  a  Saoday-  [ 

»«hooI,  and  all  the  other  auxiliaries  which  help  to  sus- 
^  Tigoffoas  cbarch  wodt.   The  paaton  have  been  < 


Be?.  A.  N.  Adams,  1858-60;  Rev.  N.  R.  Wright, 
1861-62;  Rev.  8.  W.  Squires,  1862-66;  Rev.  H.  D. 
li.  Wehffter  for  a  few  months,  succeeded  by  Rev.  Rich- 
ard Kddy,  1867-69.  After  being  without  a  pastor  for 
nearly  three  yean.  Rev.  A.  St.  John  Cbanbre  (D.D. 
1878)  was  installed  July  1,  1872.  He  closed  his 
pa'tnniti'  in  ism>,  and  was  follnwcd  by  Rev.  L.J. 
Fletcher,  l>  i).,  )mt  doreasetl  The  list  of  church 
members  outnbcrs  now  about  one  hundred  and  eight 
from  a  parish  of  ahont  ninety  families. 

The  Baptist  Chuboh  was  organinsd  in  1868 
with  thirteen  members.  Its  pastors  have  been  Rev. 
J.  W.  Holraan.  M  D  ,  •succeeded  by  Rev.  George 
Ryau  in  May,  1873.  In  1876  the  church  was  dis- 
banded. September,  1881,  Rev.  A.  W.  JeKerson, 
from  Poultney,  Vt.,  was  sent  into  this  field  to  awaken 
anew  the  denominational  interest.  A?;  a  result  of  his 
labors  the  diurch  wan  n'offranized  in  .June,  1882, 
and  DOW  DULuber.s  thirty- live,  with  a  Sunday-school 
of  abont  riityofive.  This  sodely  first  hdd  their  ser- 
vices in  the  town  hall  until  a  neat  ehapel  was  built 
on  East  Street  during  the  pnstorate  nf  Rev.  Mr. 
Rounds.  Tn  1871  the  s*ociety  pureha.-iwl  the  Iniild- 
ing  in  which  they  now  worship  of  the  Uuiversalists, 
moved  it-  to  Sebod  Street,  and  made  some  alterations. 

Gathouc  Chumh. — In  1851  the  Catholics  were 
fjiveti  the  use  of  the  town  hall  for  a  service,  conducted 
monthly  by  Rev.  M.  X.  Carroll,  from  Foxhorough. 
In  1862  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  M.  McCabo,  of 
Woonaoeket  Firom  1863  to  1873,  Rev.  P.  Gillie,  of 
Attleboroi^h,  hdd  ocoasiona]  services.  From  1873- 
76,  Rev.  Francis  Gone?;';e.  nf  Walpole,  had  charge  of 
the  pari.sh.  In  February,  1877,  Rev.  J.  Griffin 
became  and  still  remains  the  resident  pa.<«tor.  In 
1871  the  Bociety  bought  the  old  Congrc^^atioiMl 
Church,  and  remodeled  ita  interior  fbr  their  forms 
of  worship.  A  large  and  commodious  parSMMgS  has 
been  built  directly  west  of  the  church. 

Tub  Methodist  Cuducu.— As  early  as  1853  a 
Methodist  meeting  was  held  in  the  town  hall  by 
Rev.  John  M.  Merrill.  He  gathered  quite  a  large 
congregation.  In  1855,  Rev.  Pliny  Wood  succeeded 
him.  Tn  1856,  Rev.  M.  P.  Web^ifer  took  up  the 
work,  but  the  enterprise  fail^  so  rapidly  that  the 
Conference  decided  in  1857  to  anapend  the  services. 
In  1871  raeeiiogs  were  again  started  under  the  ehaiige 
of  Rev.  John  R.  Gushing,  of  Baston.  He  organized 
a  Sunday-school,  and  gathered  a  good  congregation. 
Id  April,  1872,  the  Cooferenoe  sent  Rev.  £.  P.  King 
into  this  field.  He  oiganiied  a  church  of  thttteeii 
members,  and  laid  the  corne^stom  of  a  church  bnild- 
ing October  3d.  The  house  was  dedicated  .Tune  25, 
1873.   The  same  year  the  church  membenhip  in* 
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creased  to  sixty  six.  April,  1874,  Mr.  King  was 
traasferred,  and  Rev.  J.  N.  Short  hccatnc  pnstor  for 
three  years.  He  was  followed  in  1878  by  Rev. 
William  WignaU,  1878-79;  Rev.  O.  W.  Adams, 
1880-81 ;  Rev.  A.  C  Godfrey,  1882 ;  ud  Her.  H.  D. 
Bornbeek,  ibepreMiit  ]KLstur,  since  April, 

SWEDE.VBOROIAN.  —  A  fcw  iiK'inbcrs  of  the  New 
Jerusalem  Church  have  held  meetiiigii  c*oostanily  for 
BCvcQtceD  years  at  the  house  of  the  lat«  J.  A.  Wood- 
waid,  imt  tb«j  never  been  oigMiiMd  into  » 
diitiDCt  cbarcb. 

Town  Library. — Motitioii  Ikls  bctm  mudc  of  the 
library  presented  by  Dr.  Frankliu  to  the  town  m  a 
birthday-gift.  With  ita  one  hoBdred  and  sixteen 
▼ohmM  waa  tftenrards  otmneoted  •  priTata  libiaij 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  volumes  for  the  aaa 
of  it.s  shareholders.  At  first  the  usi'  of  tlio  public 
library  was  limited  to  members  of  the  parish  ;  but  in 
1791  it  was  "opened  to  the  whole  town,  until  the 
town  aball  order  otherwbe."  Theae  aDtiqaated  booki 
became  so  little  esteemed,  that  iu  1840  they  were 
found  stowed  away  in  their  venerable  bookcase  in  a 
barn.  In  1856  a  library  association  was  formed 
to  which  the  town  by  vote  gave  in  charge  the  old 
Franklin  and  Social  libnurj. 

Tiie8f  libraries  wore  formed  into  a  free  town  library, 
to  which  tlie  town  has  appropriated  money  annually 
for  its  increasi}  and  support;  in  addition  to  this  town 
grant,  amounting  now  to  five  hundred  dollars,  the 
library  baa  tbe  iooome  of  ibree  tbouaand  ddlan,  a 
lega^  of  Dr.  Dean,  Ibr  ibe  pursbaae  of  booka.  Tbe 
leport  for  1883  ia  aa  fbllova : 


LIbniiMi't  Mluy....  $1M.4M 

Boom  cwtMxwmwMM  IMM 
InoidtBtab............^  M1.7A 

lie  Mw  iMwln.........  18?.77 


total,  |aw.u 


VolttB«  addal 

Loaaed-MMMMM 
NnaberaT 

Vhola  B«nb*r«f  v«l< 


3U 
«ftT 


8»M« 


Waldo  Daoiela  baa  been  tbe  tibnriao  front  tbe 
bc^aing. 

Public  Sohodt. — The  first  grant  of  money  by  the 

town  for  the  stipport  of  schools  was  £200,  voted  May 
20,  1778.  This  was  divided  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  children  living  in  eaeb  adioo)  distriet  be- 
tween tbe  agaa  of  four  and  aixteeo.  Tbe  granta  of 
money  in  saooeeding  years  have  steadily  increased 
with  the  inwa«e  of  school  attendance.  In  1782  it 
was  only  £80,  and  varied  but  little  till  17U6,  when  it 
was  $320  ;  increasing  till  in  1614  it  was  8600,  and 
in  1839,  $1000.  In  1873  itienobed  $6000.  It  baa 
inoreaaed  largely  each  year,  till  the  appropriation  fur 
1  w:iH  S S300.  Tbeae  aoma  inidade  the  total  annual 
grant  for  schools. 


In  1795  the  number  of  children  in  town  required 
.six  .sehool-housoH.  who.se  location  was  decided  by  a 
committee  chosen  tor  the  purpose.  Now  the  tuTrn 
supports  ten  mixed  schools,  exclusive  of  the  High 
SebooL  The  Oentral  Sehool  is  gnded  into  fcm  de- 
partmeata  and  sis  sokoola. 

At  first  the  clergyman  visited  and  catechised  each 
school  annually.  As  tbe  notice  of  his  coming  visit 
was  announced  from  the  pulpit  the  previona  Sunday, 
great  were  the  picparationa  for  it.  Afker  the  ehiM 
of  Dr.  Kmmous'  ministry  this  duty  of  esaninalion 
by  law  devolved  upon  the  acbool  committee,aod  with 
them  it  now  rests. 

A  High  School  was  established  by  the  town  io 
1868.  It  waa  opened  on  May  20th  with  twenty^wo 
aobolan,  Mis.s  Mary  A.  Bryant,  prioeipal.  Sheww 
succeeded  by  Mis.s  Annie  E.  Patten  and  Thorosj 
Curly.  Lucien  I.  Blake,  of  Amherst  CoU^,  was 
principal  in  1877-78,  followed  by  Theodore  Parker 
Farr,  a  gradoate  of  Tolta  Oollege.  The  pnaent 
principal  is  Mrs.  M.  A.  B.  Wiggins. 

Private  Schools.— At  the  rc<jue.'*t  of  many  parent*, 
Mortimer  Biake,  a  graduate  of  Amherst  Collide, 
began  in  September,  1835,  at  his  own  charges,  i 
private  aehool  of  a  h^er  grade  than  the  town  pnblie 
eehoola.  He  occupied  first  the  Centnl  District  aehool* 
house  with  fifty  Bix  scholars,  fourteen  of  whom  cam? 
from  other  towns ;  but  within  the  first  year  of  thia 
school's  existence  a  large  two^story  building  wai 
ereoted  at  the  weatem  ibot  of  the  Gommon  by  a  atook 
eompaoy  with  accommodations  for  one  hundred  pupiU, 
besides  recitation-rooms  and  exhibition  hull.  Tliij 
building  was  in  atler-ymrs  used  for  u  -store  and  strtw- 
shop  alternately,  till  now — minus  tbe  cupola— it  ii 
iiaea  entirdy  for  tenementa.  Tbe  bdl  nowhani^iB 
the  belfry  of  the  South  Franklin  Church.  The  schod 
continued  for  several  yean*,  and  during!;  the  firs?  pritiei- 
pal's  connection  with  it  its  term-rolls  ofteu  uumbered 
one  hundred  suholans.  It  inolnded  the  names  of 
many  aehohn  aioee  well  known,  and  not  a  ftw  !«• 
nowned  aa  edueaton  and  heads  of  impoitant  iostita- 
lions  of  instruction,  as  well  m  lawyers,  physiciaiu, 
aud  ministers.  The  acadc'my  gradually  subsided 
under  tbe  rise  of  public  high  schools,  although  (he 
auooeeding  priooipala,  Bjgelow  and  Baker,  eadeavorod 
fatthfally  to  maintain  it. 

A  Kindergarten  was  opened  a  few  years  since  by 
Miss  Lydia  F.  Ray,  a  graduate  of  Vassar  College,  in  a 
building  fitted  especially  for  the  paipoae.  It  is  aev 
taught  by  His.  J.  0.  filaiadell,  and  nomben  alioat 
twenty  little  children. 

Beau  Academy. — At  the  annual  session  of  the 
Massachusetts    Uuiversalist   Convention,  held  io 
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Worcester,  Oct.  18-20,  1864,  the  subject  of  a  State 
desomiDatioDal  school,  to  be  of  the  highest  ;;rade  be- 
low thtt  of  eoll«gei,  was  brought  before  the  Covndl  , 
hfDe.  A.  A.  Mioer,  privsiili-nt  of  Tul\8  College.  A 
committee  was   sppoinK-'l  with   full  discretionary 
fwer',  RcT.  A.  St   .John  ('hanubre,  of  StoughtOD, 
ch:iinuau.    Dr.  UUver  Dcaii  offered  a  tract  of  eight  or  | 
aine  teres  whioh  he  bad  bongbt  of  the  estate  of  Dr.  ' 
EmmoDS,  tad  910,000  tvmrds  a  building,  bcrides 
f.'iO  00(1  as  a  permanent  funtl,  aiiil  his  nfTor  wn«  ar- 
cepled.    May  Id,  1867,  tb*'  rorncr-stone  of  Dean  i 
A«ulemy  baildiog  was  laid  with  appropriate  public  i 
oereoiooies.   As  the  work  of  boilding  went  on.  Dr. 
I>e9n  increased  hie  dooetions  to  nearly  $7.5,000  Th>- 
Jtylc  of  the  edifict^  wna  I'n  ik  li   Tjonihrinlit;,  and  its 
total  cost,  exclusiv,'  i>f  furniture  un<l  jis  appanttu.s, 
was  $154,000.    It  was  two  hundred  aud  twenty  feet 
ftoDt;  the  iDUti  oeotre  fifty  by  sixty  feet  deep,  of 
foMT  Btories  ;  and  two  wings,  each  fifty-eisrht  by  furty- 
fi>Qr  feet  in  depth,  witli  «ii1!  other  wings  in  the  rear 
*nd  three  stories  high.    It  was  dedicated  May  2S, 
1868,  ReT.  E.  C.  Bollee,  of  Tortlaud,  giving  tlie 
■Ureas.  The  school  had  been  eonnieneed  with  forty  • 
filer  pupils,  Oct.  1,  1866,  in  the  vestry  of  the  Uni- 
rersalist  rimr -h,  under  Mr.  T.  O.  Senter.  principa! 
The  summer  term  of  1868  was  opened  id  the  uiiw 
edifice. 

Four  years  later,  darin^ir  the  night  of  July  31, 
18T2,  this  vagDifioent  building  with  neatly  all  \ty 

contents  xfas  destroyed  by  fire.  The  young  school 
hecame  suddenly  honrelp*^,  and  Principal  Senter  re- 
agned.  The  Franklin  Hou.He  wa»  bought  and  the 
wImmI  teaaned  in  it,  with  C.  A.  Daniels  as  principal 
ibr  one  year,  and  Dr.  J.  P.  Weaton  for  fiye  year^. 
After  two  years  of  labor  and  ^reat  anxiety,  a  second 
and  the  present  edifici-  was  completed  anil  dedicated 
June  24,  1874.  It  occupies  (iub«4tantially  the  same 
fbaadatteiis,  and  differs  Inil  Ktde  from  the  previous 
ooe,  except  being  in  Gothto  style. 

Until  the  year  1877,  Dean  Academy  waH  open 
to  both  sexes  ;  but  the  demand  for  a  younir  Indies' 
icbool  l«d  the  trustees  to  limit  it  accordingly.  The 
new  anangemeot  opened  in  1877-78,  with  about 
Sfty  pupils,  under  Miss  H.  M.  ParkhnnA,  prineifwl. 
After  two  years'  trial  the  limitation  was  removed, 
And  the  Hchooi  is  now  opi-u  to  lir>th  >««»xp«i.  Prnrr««or 
Lester  L.  Burriogton,  from  the  Illinois  State  Nor- 
■sl  Uaiventty,  beeaaie  the  principal  in  1879,  and 
the  school  ie  atill  under  thia  Ihithfiil  and  devoted 

College  Graduates.— The  interest  of  the  tnwn  in 
education  is  further  indicated  by  its  long  roil  ot  col- 
lege grsduatea  and  profcnional  men.   Few  towua  eau 
12 


show  a  larger  ratio  of  educated  incii  aud  women. 
Since  its  iooorporation  aa  a  prednct,  hi'iy-thiee  of  ita 
young  wen  and  ooe  lady  are  known  to  have  graduated 

from  oollejw.  Their  names  are  here  given.  Many 
others,  natives,  hut  hailin>z  olscwhore.  are  rrraduates. 
The  hoDorable  women  of  the  towu  who  married  pro- 
feasional  men  are  not  a  few.  The  total  number  given 
in  Blake's  **  HisKny  of  Franklin"  ia  one  huadretland 
tuiclvt* 


LIST  OF  QRADUATI8. 


lu'UUitioa. 


Oriuluatw]. 


ProfcMor  Aldis     Allen,  M.U...Yal<>  „  1^27 

Henjamin  F.  Allra.,...,......,,... Brown  I  ^17 

Titiige  .A.ia  A  Id  i  a  .m.........  .........  Krown  1  'f  6 

.1.  Fiftlik  Atwooil,  M.O..  Ilitrvard...   lt<C0 

HcDrjr  M.  BMOB......W   AiiOiiT't..................  1876 

livv.  Ahij.-ih  R.  Biilt«r,  !>.]>  AiiihrrKt   1R30 

Diivnl  K.  Uakcr   A  iiih<  r«t   1878 

Htv.  Mnrtiinur  lilake,  U.D  Ainh.;r.-t  IS.Ii 

Gilbert  Clark.  M.l»  Erlr.  iio  Meaio*!.  Pbiln  1873 

R«».  Henry  M.  KanioN  <'lii<Ti|{o  Thf-oloftoal..  

Kcv.  Willium  lli  Pniiiob  Mi<MUtowa  I80S 

Iluti.  WIIUaiiiH  Riiimoni  lirowii  1805 

Elisba  K«irbitnk!i,  E«q  Itrowii  I7SI 

Tb©.j<l.>re  I'.  Fiirr  Tuft*  .»«.....  1878 

Prufr'^or  A.  Mtrtrnir  Fiifaer.....Y°ale  1813 

Iter.  CliiirK-.')  K.  Fi«ber>..........Trioit]r  1842 

Hon.  Ctforgr  Finboi'  Brown  1913 

L<-wi«  W.  Ki«l>t  r  Ilr.iwn  181« 

FU»ba  H.ip|in-,  M.J)  Brown  IH1» 

Uc'v.  Tboiiiii^  IUtcd............... Harvard  1705 

Peter  Hawex,  K>n  Brown.....  *.  I7V0 

lU'v.  I»aac  K.  Ilmilou  Itrown  18.12 

UcT.  Sanfonl  .1.  Hortun,  I>.l)....Trinilj  1^4.1 

Uev.  Samuel  Kiii|;sbur.v  Hri>«n.;.„.„..  I.'<22 

S.  .Mlcn  King»b(ir>,  M.I)  Hn>wn  l-'^Ifi 

Hon.  Horaof  .Mann.  LI..1»  Hr.iwn  1Sli< 

Ivlwanl  MoFrirlami,  Ksq  Holy  C'rMt,  Worowter  IST.1 

Alfred  Mftcuir,  K»ii  Brown.  IH)2 

J<.bn«i.  MitCT»ll,  M.D  Brtmo  1S20 

,1  ud^t:  Tbe.-oD  .Mctonir......  Brown  t  Sil6 

Of.ir);r  T.  Mitcalf.  Iv.<)  Ilrown  

I».  .Miller.  M.D  BruwD.................„  1H.V2 

Lewi*  L.  .Miller,  .M.D  Brc.wn.  IS17 

Hvy.  William  Pbi|i|i«.......  Aitihcri't .,  1837 

Uev.  Ooorgo  (i.  Pbippi..«........  Amhcr.-'l  ....mm  lHft2 

IVnjaiion  Pon.l,  M.D...  ,  M.dinal,  OarltttOUlh  1H13 

Ucv.  Daniel  I'und  Harvard  1745 

.'^umuel  M.  Pond.  K«q.......  Bn)wn  )SU2 

Huv.  Titiiotbv  Pond  Harvard  1749 

.MeUair  K.  Pond,  D.D.S  Bo-ton  I'  nt.il  <  ,!lrji:o  IS74 

Jcuiitr  L.  S.  Pi.itt.  .\l.D...„..... Columbia,  .New  Yurk.  1K42 

Sncnrcr  A.  Pralt,  i:«q.,„...  Brown  IS30 

MiM  Lvdia  P.  Kay  Vulgar  College.  I  '^'S 

Wllllani  F.  Hav.  A..M  Brown  1874 

n.  v.  Albert  M.  Rieb»rd»<m.....  Oberiin  .................. ~  1848 

Profe-<i>or  Henry  11.  Ui<shard»on.Ainbent  1809 

Frank  K.  llookwuod.  V.-"\  Brown  IS7I 

l.uoiiiB  O.  Kockwood,  K>cj  Brown  190!* 

Henry  F.  Uu!--t  Kiio,  M.D.........Bo»ton  Univeraitj  I87» 

<•l^orgo  W.  Siciiill  I- V. ....  Yale. . .......         M  —— 

Rer.  Willium  .M.  Tb»jflr.........RvewB  1843 

Abijah  Wl.itin^,  Ksq........       Broim.  1780 

HalluB  Whiting,  £aq..............Vio«a.................. — ....179< 

Bev.  Sunael  WbltloK.  Barrwd  ~  ...17«9 

In  additioa  to  those  Dieutionod  in  the  above  list 
'  were  several  othera  who  died  in  the  oourm  of  thw 
eoll^ato  stadtea  or  were  arreated  by  change  of  oir- 

cumstanccs. 

Material  Proj^ess. — The  following  table,  com- 
,  piled  from  the  earliest  reliable  sources,  exhibits  the 
'  growth  of  the  town : 
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These  tables  iodioRte  that  the  pragren  of  the  town 
has  in  late  years  Won  rapid  for  staid  New  England. 
The  iiDpnIscs  of  this  growth  are  found  in  the  devel- 
opment of  biuiaess,  as  the  faoU  following  indicate. 
They  hmve  been  oarrfttllj  gathered  from  original 
couroea. 

Later  Indnstries. — The  beginning  of  the  present 
epntiiry  marks  the  iiitnxJuction  of  the  straw  business, 
in  wliich  the  town  sttli  holds  a  foremost  rank.  The 
braiding  and  making  of  rye-straw  into  bonnelB  came 
from  Providence,  R.  I.  A  milliner  of  that  dtj,  Mrs. 
Naomi  Whipple,  and  her  assistant,  Miss  Hannah  Mct- 
csdr.  unraveled  a  piece  of  imported  braid  and  li  arued 
the  !>ecrct  of  its  plaited  strands.  She  made  and  sent 
a  ease  of  bonnets,  from  bnud  of  ber  own  uannfactnre, 
to  New  York,  which  sold  with  the  rapidity  of  fordgn 


the  two  termini  of  their  hiuioeaa,  thdr  lives  wm 
drawn  in  on  equal  and  indefinite  lengths  whidi  nnnMsl 
petienoe  alone  could  equate. 

Thayer,  Fisher  &  Daniels  •after  a  while  ?ppaniteJ 
into  individual  firms.    Thayer  became  Thayer, 
k  Co.,  then  0.  Thayer,  Jr.,  k  Bros ,  until  their  final 
transfer  to  Hnbbard,  Snow  k  Co. 

Hernion  C.  Fisher  became  Fisher  &  Norcross,  then 
H.      Fislur  iiliino  a  fow  years,  afterwards  Fifilitr 
Adams,  and,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Simeon  Adams, 
Fisher  a^io  until  he  was  sueesedcd  in  the  bosiseBi 
by  Honoe  M.  Oowen.  This  line  is  now  cxtinet 

Albert  V.^  Daniels  beeame  Danieb  k  Green,  tbea 
Daniels  L  Sun,  when  the  business  was  transferred  to 
Green  &  Baker,  then  to  Henry  M.  Green  alone i  a^ia 
it  beeano  Fanner  ft  Sherman,  then  Basaelt,  Sbennan 
k  Co.,  and  now  b  Oaear  M.  Basaett  k  Co.  Other 
firms  have  also  engaged  in  the  straw  b usineaa, — Hart- 
well  Morse  .1"  Co  ,  for  twenty  years;  Horace  S.  Morse 
&  Caprou,  for  twelve  years,  in  the  old  academy  build- 
ing; Foster,  Pmtt  k  Day,  and  Gen.  Sttttoer  k  Ce., 
abovt  1 855-60.  In  1 869  no  leas  than  seven  mann&e- 
torics  of  straw  goods  were  in  active  operauon,  making 
a  million  hats  and  bonnets  per  yi?ar.  TIu-^p  wpr?  at 
that  lime  all  made,  prcsi-sed,  uud  tinished  by  hand, 
but  about  1873  the  hydraulic  press  was  intredneed, 
and  in  1875  Bawing«-maehine8  came  into  nae.  They 
greatly  increased  the  amount  of  production,  but  with 


goods.     Sally  Richmond,  a  scholar  at  Wreotbam 
Academy  in  the  suininor  of  fniighf  the  art  of   a  larire  decrease  of  employes  iia  well  as  a  m!tie«d 

braiding  to  the  ladies  where  she  boarded,  and  thus    value  iu  products.    Two  firms  only  are  now  toanufuc- 


came  Che  new  industry  to  Wrentham  and  Franklin. 
The  storekeepers  at  first  exehanged  their  goods  for 


tuxing  straw  goods  in  Franklin,  as  below : 
Hubbard,  Ba88BTT  k  Co.  are  at  the  Mew  York 


the  braid ;  but  as  it  accumulated,  they  began  to  make  j  end  of  the  line,  and  Huuuakd,  Snow  k  Co.  oocupj 


it  into  bonnets,  carryinj?  it  with  wooJmi  forms  from 
house  to  house  to  be  sewed  into  shape  by  the  farmers' 
wiTse  and  daughtwrs.  The  bonnets  eo  made  were 
gathered  and  pressed  at  first  with  common  hand^flats, 
afterwards  with  jack-presses  worked  by  the  foot.  So 
grew  up  the  grc.nt  industry  whioh  now  employs  iboU' 
sands  of  people  in  this  region. 

The  firat  straw  maonlhetory  in  Franklin  was  begun 
in  1812  by  Asa  and  Davis  Thayer.  After  the  death 
of  Asa  Thayer,  in  1816,  u  partnership  was  formed  be- 
tween Davis  Thayer  and  Herman  C.  Fisher,  to  which, 
in  1825,  Albert  E.  Daniels  was  admitted.  Another 
early  firm  was  Asa  Rodcwood  k  Son. 

The  trip  to  New  York,  where  their  saloa  wore  made, 
was  not  to  these  first  merchants  a  night  ride  iu  a 
stt  .'uitiT.    I  Ih'V  w«nt  with  a  hoiso  and  w:iL'on  to  Prov- 


in  Franklin  the  largo  factory  fortuLTly  o,sv>i  dy  Davis 
Thayer  Bros.  They  have  three  hundred  and  tweoiy- 
ftve  employ^  at  the  factory,  and  two  hundred  snd 
fifty  outside  to  whom  work  is  earned.  They  nutaa- 
factured  in  1883  nineteen  thousand  cases,  each  ooth 
taining  on  an  average  f^fur  dozen  hats  or  bonnets: 
total,  nine  hundred  and  tweive  thousand.  OsCAa  M. 
Babbett  k  Co.,  sueoessois  of  Bassett  k  Sherman, 
have  manutactnred  only  dnoe  Sept.  1, 1883  \  bntthef 
already  employ  about  two  hundred  hands  and  make 
all  varieties  of  straw  go^nls. 

F£LT,Saii4N£t,  and  Cassimkbe  Mamufacttbes 
have  become  another  latding  indnatiy  in  Fraaklia. 
Col.  Joseph  Ray  came  with  hia  family  to  FrankHn  m 
lS3y,  and  engaged  in  making  cotton  goods.  One  of 
his  <  lis.  Fnink  B.  Ray,  started  the  first  woolen  tnill 


idenee  and  thcucc  in  a. sailing-vessel,  whenevoru cargo  I  in  town  at  Luionville,  a  village  a  mile  and  a  half 
and  wind  and  tide  were  ready,  waiting  sometimes  two  .  w«t  of  the  Centre.  Ue  at  firat  prepared  wool  shoddy 
weeks  for  a  favorable  wind.  When  they  ahonid  return  !  to  sell  to  othns,  using  prohnbly  the  first  shoddy  pkfctr 
to  their  iartorieB  was  still  more  uncertain.   Between  '  in  the  country. 
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In  1870  he  ataited  the  int  Alt  immiIuimij  b 
TUb  eiitCiipiiM  of  felt  manafactnres  grew  rapidly  by 

th<^  formiDg  of  new  firms  and  the  addition  of  cassi- 
mere  and  Batinet  gooda.  Morse  &  Waite,  in  1871, 
wa»  followed  by  Rays,  Bothbum  &  MoKeazie, 
and  The  Fnnkllo  Peltiag  Oompeny,— Eooeh  WmCe, 
James  P.  and  Joseph  0.  Ray.  There  arc  now  seTen 
of  these  f!^ltin;;  millfi  runnini.'.  The  firm  of  J.  P.  k 
J.  0.  Ray  arc  ruDoiQg  four  mills,  viz. :  a  shoddy- 
■ill,  enog  from  nx  to  eiglit  thooMod  poonds  of 
ngi  per  day,  and  employlof  fifty  heeds ;  e  cetdeiere- 
u\'u:.  with  r-ix  BcU  of  machinery,  one  hundred  and 
twentj-tiv''  hands,  and  making  200,000  y.ird)*  per 
jearj  a  cuttun  warp  woolen  aatioet  mill,  witii  eight 
Nil,  one  hudrwl  ud  S!Rj  hende,  and  1,000,000 
juds  par  jearv^thle  mill  is  located  in  Belliogluun ; 
the  City  Mills,  now  in  Norfolk,  r«r  ull  kinda  of  felt* 
po^*,  eiirhty  hands,  and  500,000  yards  per  year. 
Their  wuul  aad  waste  trade  amouota  to  one  millioQ 
deOin  per  year. 

Frank  B.  Rat  has  one  fdt-  end  one  shoddy* 
miU,  both  in  Franklin. 

WiLi.tAM  F.  Ray,  son  of  Frank  B.  Ray,  runs  a 
mill  at  Norfolk,  for  wool  extracts  and  shoddy,  em- 
ploying fifteen  tnede  and  prodaoing  400,000  pounds 
per  year. 

A  8ATtlt>T>MlLL,  built  by  Ray,  Rathburn  k 
McKeniie  in  1872  for  a  I'olt  mill,  was  bou-lit,  18S1, 
by  C.J.  McKeoiie  and  changed  to  a  s-atiuot-niill. 
It  nias  three  aeta  of  woolen  machinery,  eiu|jloys 
iMiy  hands,  end  piodness  360,000  yaida  per  annnn. 

Toi  FlLTINO-MlLLof  the  Franklin  Felting  Com- 
pany was  purchased,  in  the  i«pring  of  1883,  by  Adel- 
bert  D.  Thayer.  It  has  a  capital  of  forty  tbooMod 
^Bus. 

Ajiother  Cabsiiiub>1Iiu.  has  this  jesr  (1883) 
been  started  by  Addison  M.  Thayer,  with  forty  then- 

s»Dd  dollars  pupttnl. 

Of  ih««o  (fit  mills,  three  are  just  beyond  the  town 
Karits,  hnt  are  owned  and  operated  by  Franklia  firms. 

ThB  FftAMKUN  COVTON  MANUVAOTinUNO  COM> 

VAST  has  just  been  formed.  This  corporation  is 
erecting!  at  Uniouville  a  granite  buildini.'  one  hundred 
uui  thirty-ihr^  feet  long  and  fifty-five  t'ect  wide  and 
*w>  stimea  high,  to  be  mn  by  both  steam  end  water, 
M  the  supply  ser?es.  They  wtU  make  a  new  kind  of 
fancy  cotton  ^Klds,  with  imported  EogIi.<ih  machinery, 
>n«l  intend  to  commence  Jan.  1,  1884.  Cnjiital.  one 
hoodred  and  fifty  tbousaod  dollars.  The  othoers  ure 
Osotge  Draper,  of  Millbtd,  presideutj  James  P. 
Bsy.efFraoUb,  treesnrer. 

Tbk  Suoe  Businkss  has  never  put  more  than 
«•  foot  into  the  town.   In  1850,  N.  C.  NeweU 


beoght  Dr.  Bamone'  bsftf,  mo^ed  it,  end  begsn 
manufaslHing  therein.  He  was  succeeded  by  Jatset 
M.  Freeman,  who  enlarged  bot^<  ^<'i--ine.<»  and  shop, 
but  he  retired  in  1879,  sod  the  business  also. 

TbB  FeaNKLIN  BUBBMt-BOOT  GOMPANT  WSS 

oigantsed,  1882,  with  a  capital  of  serenty-ftve  thon- 
sand  dollars.  Noses  Faraum,  preeideot;  Joseph  O. 

Ray,  treasurer ;  Horace  .Jt  tiks,  snpcrintcndont  of 
the  works.  They  are  located  near  Beaver  Pond,  and 
are  employing  one  hundred  and  twenty  hands, 
and  make  800  pairs  of  robber  boots  and  the  same 
number  of  overshoes  per  dej. 

Lumber  and  Box  Factories. — E.  L.  and  0.  F. 
Metcalf  oommeoced  as  ooulraotors  and  builders  in 
1843.  In  1847-49  they  were  aetively  engaged  in 
bnllding  depot,  bridgee,  etc.,  for  the  Norfolk  Coontj 
Railroad  and  8outhbridge  branch.  In  1856  they 
bought  tlie  Frost  water-mitl.  .ibout  two  miles  from 
the  Centre,  fitting  it  up  with  wood-working  raa- 
ohioery,  and  ebo  fawned  a  lamber-yard  at  the  village. 
In  1867  thej  bnilt  a  etesm-mill  near  the  rsilway 
station,  whidt  has  been  enlarged  until  its  presmt 
dimfTsions  are  oixty  by  odp  hniidrt.d  and  cii^ht  feet, 
with  wings  thirty  by  fifty  feet  and  thirty  by  forty 
feet,  all  two  stories  high.  In  1870  they  added  a  saw- 
mill and,  in  1873  a  grain^mill.  They  employ  a 
largo  number  of  binds  in  the  sash,  door,  blind,  and 

bo\  d<'partint  nf«. 

The  original  firm,  after  almost  forty  years  of  soo- 
eessiut  bonness,  dissolved  in  1881  by  mntnal  eon* 
sent,  Brastua  L.  going  ont,  and  Walter  M.  Fisher 

taking  his  interest  in  the  business,  which  is  now 
carri^  00  with  the  firm-name  of  0.  F.  Metoalf  & 
Sons. 

In  the  northwestern  pert  of  the  town  is  another 
lumber-  and  hoz*faotory,  started  by  Luoius  W. 
Daniei  s  in  1874,  making  50,000  packing-boxes  and 

ui«in<r  7"»ii,inHj  feet  of  lumber  per  year.  The  saw- 
mill demands  400,000  feet  of  lumber  per  year  to 
keep  its  saws  bnsy. 

At  Nason's  Croming,  ahoat  half  a  mite  south  of  the 
Centre,  JosiPH  M.  WairiMa  has  been  engaged  for 
several  years  running  a  grist-mill. 

Macimneby. — Jotkiph  Clark  owns  the  one  ma- 
ohine-shop  in  Franklin,  located  at  Nasoo's  Crossing. 
He  manufaetures  largely  woolen  machinery,  as  well 
as  repairs  cotton  maehinery  of  all  kinds.  <  niployingn 
];irif<>  number  of  men  and  adding  much  to  the  town 
ioduftrics. 

Canned  Goods. — North  Franklin  b  a  head  oeutro 
of  the  canning  industry.  The  large  faetoty  of  Rich* 
ardson  k  Hopkins  commenced  ten  years  ago  on  a 
omaU  scale.   Their  boildings  have  been  eniaiged  and 
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machinery  added,  including  two  ibrtj  hone-power 

boilers.  During  the  busy  season,  they  now  employ 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  hands.  They  make  their 
own  cans,  of  which  in  1883  they  prodaoed  400,000.  , 
Thii  firm  put  tip  last  year  112,000  eana  <^  com,  90,-  i 
722  of  t'  liiatoes,  45,H87  of  aqnash  in  three-pound 
cans,  and  1267  in  Lialluns;  peas  and  Luati^,  l.'.OOO; 
pumpkins,  5140  ;  craiibemes,  3000.  Fiftf.ja  thousaud 
caaeo  were  required  to  piick  the  shipped  goods. 

GxoROK  Baoon  oommenoed  the  same  indnatry  in 
1881  with  about  twenty-five  hands,  making  a  good 
start  the  first  year  wifli  20,0(10  mm  of  corn.  2^.000 
of  tomatoes,  and  3,200  of  sijuash,  he  also  making 
his  own  cans.  ^ 
R.  B.  Ovawxr  oomnieaced  canning  in  1882,  put- 
tint:  np  about  20,000  eana,  and  raiaing  nearly  all  the 
material  wal. 

Beet  Suuab. — The  experiment  of  making  sugar 
from  beets  was  tried  in  Franklin  for  a  year  by  a  cor-  ; 
poratioQ  formed  in  1679,  with  a  capital  of  one  hna-> 
dred  and  thirty-three  thousand  doHarv  But  the  en- 
terprise was  abaudoueJ  for  lack  of  htoc?.  It  was 
thought  that  they  eould  not  be  raised  with  protit  to 
the  farmer  at  prices  which  would  also  render  it  profit- 
able to  Uie  corporation.  I 

Near  the  depot  are  Steam  Print- Works,  owned 
by  Charli  s  \j.  Stewmt  and  f^tarted  by  him  in  1873. 

On  Deuu  .^tn  ct  is  L.  W.  Mii.likkn,  manufac- 
turer of  loom-piukors,  straps,  and  other  manufactures 
of  leather.   On  the  aame  street  ia  the  aanufaetoiy 
of  R.  Soromen),  for  toilet  and  hundry  aoap,  oarried  j 
by  teams  in  nil  tin-  n'sjiiui  rouml  about. 

Ou  Kit&i  Street  A.  Parker  Smith  manufautures  a 
leather  lacquer  ibr  carriages,  for  Boston  trade.  | 
A  company  has  been  formed  for  the  maoofiiclure  . 
of  jewelry,  with  a  capital  of  six  thousand  dollars.  | 
Henry  R.  Jenks  is  president,  and  a  building  is  nearly 
completed  on  Dean  Street.     Work  will  cottiuteuoe 
early  in  188-4. 

ThiO  Press* — 'The  first  newspaper  published  in  | 
town  was  The  Franklin  Jieffixltr,  a  weekly.  It  was 
startfd  Oi  tobiT.  187*.J,  by  Jani(^s  M.  Stewart,  editor 
and  (<rii]>tietor.  It  was  continued  until  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Stewart  in  1881.  In  1878  The  FrankHn 
Sentinel  hegUi  its  weiAly  rounds.  It  waa  put  on  | 
duty  by  K.  E.  Capron.  Since  January,  1883,  The 
Srnfhitl  been  pubUsbcd  liv  Houston  &  Liru'obi, 
with  a  lengthened  circuit  and  more  im^Hising  Utmen- 
81008.  May  its  circuit  be  enlarged  as  its  value 
increases. 

Xailnads.— The  Norfolk  County  Railroad  was  ! 

incorporated  in  1S47.  In  IS  tntlie  riind  was  com- 
plied and  ruuoiug  its  trains.    The  line  oooneded 


Dedham  and  Blackstone,  and  was  twenty-six  miles 
loiiL'.  Tlie  bridge  just  west  of  tbe  Kranklin  station 
covers  the  summit  of  the  road.  Its  elevation  above 
the  mean  low- water  level  in  Boston  at  this  point  is 
296^  feet.  The  Norfolk  County  Railroad  has  aioes 
become  a  link  of  the  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
land Uailrt  ad,  and  ba?  been  gradually  lengthened 
until,  from  Boston  to  Fishkill, — \U  proper  western 
terminus, — it  measures  2274  miles  of  main  track,  ex- 
clnsiTe  of  its  branches. 

In  1 877  the  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  Rail- 
road  wrts  ronip!etrd,  rnnnocting  Franklin  and  Prov- 
idence tin  Valley  Falls,  twenty  miles.  It  is  owned 
and  controlled  by  both  Massachusetu  and  Rhode 
Island  parties,  eaoh  on  its  side  of  the  line.  During 
the  past  summer  (1883)  the  Milford  and  Fnnklia 
Railrnad  ba.s  been  compb-ted,  and  lrain<  nre  now  run- 
ning regularly  and  otteu  over  its  ten  miles  of  length, 
connecting,  through  Hopkiutoo  and  Ashland,  with  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad.  Franklin  is  thus  ampl; 
provided  with  railway  ooDoections. 

Banks.  -Franklin  hn?  two  ]>anks. — tin-  Framk. 
LIN  National,  with  a  eapilul  uf  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars ;  President,  James  P.  Kay,  and  Cashier, 
McsesFamum;  and  tbe  Bbnjfamim  Franklih  8at- 
iNGS  Bank,  incorporated  Feb.  21,  1S71  Preadenl, 
Davis  Thayer.  Jr.  ;  Cashier.  Charles  \V.  Stewart. 
Number  of  depositors  siuce  1871,  two  thour^and  iuur 
hundred  and  six;  and  eleven  hundred  and  seventj 
open  accounts  at  the  present  time.  Amount  of  net 
deposits,  $295,574,38. 

A-^  will  be  «t  en,  the  industries  of  Franklin  have 

increased  rapidly. 

Fire  and  Water. — For  the  protection  of  all  the' 
Taried  industries  and  thmr  buildings,  as  well  as  the 
houses  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  there  aieH 

yet  but  two  hand-eni:itKs.  Tbeiio.  in  ease  (if  fire  can 
throw  water  from  cisterns  or  wells,  it  near  and  ample 
enough.  But  several  recent  destructive  fires,  whitb 
literally  deroured  tbe  buildings  tbey  attacked,  have 
proved  that  Franklin  is  without  SufficioQl  pioteelisa 
against  this  terrible  foe. 

Several  movements  have  been  made  towards  the 
building  of  protective  water-works,  and  prelimioai? 
surveys  were  made  by  P.  M.  Blake,  G.E.,  in  187<> 
But  nothing  was  done  by  the  town  luilii  the  tewu* 
meeting  in  March,  1883.  A  coniraittee  of  three- 
Joseph  G.  R«y.  Asa  A.  Fletcher,  and  William  K. 
Nason — were  then  chosen  to  ascertain  tbe  (x>st  asd 
all  other  information  necesasrj  Ibr  lb«  intioduelfats 
of  a  water  supply.  The  immediate  and  ouly  proseot 
result  appears  in  an  act  of  incorporation  pa.^ed  by 
tbe  Legislature  May  16, 1883,  authorising  the  forma- 
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lioo  of  the  Franklin  Water  Compati)^,  to  take  water 
fim  Be«v«r  PoDd,  and  to  issue  boiida  fiMraeveotj-fiTe  : 
tbooMod  doUaia,  psjable  in  thirty  ytun  from  the 

date  of  issue ;  the  whole  capital  not  to  Osoeed  aev* 
euty-five  thousand  dollar-i.  in  shares  of  one  hundred  j 
liollus  each.  Associated  with  the  oouimiltee  in  the 
Mt  of  iDcorpurotioB  Were  Rev.  Williun  M.  Thayer, 
Junes  H.  Frsemin,  James  P.  Ray,  Qeorge  N.  Wtg'  | 
pn,  Henry  K.  Jenks,  and  Homer  Y.  Snow.  As  yet 
the  company  have  tittrrnpt.  il  nn  vi-ible  ra^nsuresi, 
though  theb  next  report  to  thv.  town  may  contain 
Moite  aaggestiooa. 

The  town  also  ehoae  a  committee,  Sept.  30, 1882, 
to  uke  charge  of  the  question  of  a  new  town-house,  j 
This  subject  is  awaiting  d»-d/n'«'  action,  not  to  be 
much  longer  delayed,  as  the  present  town-house  ia 
iaadequate  for  uae.  I 

His  SobaI]iai&  ef  1861. — The  reeponee  evoked  , 
by  the  war  for  slavery  is  iodicated  by  the  following  ; 
Ti»)Ue,  passed  aoanimonsly  at  a  town-meeting, 
Mav  2,  1861  ; 

lUti^vtd,  Tti«t  it  ii  tbe  duty  of  »ll  g<><yi  citUcnt  to  dli-  . 
•MstowDM  rad  frawB  upon  crwy  ladividul  aaioac  w.  If  aoy  | 

tbere  b<!,  who  eh  iU  c  v;.rc<->  --<int5mi'n'.f  diiilojral  dt  the  tjovcrn- 
Musni  uf  tb«  United  .stat<^i>,  or  oflt'r  aid  or  yjrmpathv  to  the 
pMltn  or  toMMD  and  nMiios." 

Bnt  the  (own  expressed  itself  not  in  words  alone. 
It  at  ones  ntsed,  on  its  quota  of  twenty-three,  thirty- 
four  men,  and  three  thoneand  dollars  were  promptly 

pledjfd  as  aid.  On  tlie  call  of  Au^nist,  1862,  for 
three  hundred  lliuu^aud  tuure,  furty-ihree  were  cn- 
Uated  00  its  qaotaof  thirty-foor.  The  town  responded 
with  a  like  promptncM.s  und  profusion  to  every  snhse- J 
quent  call  for  troops.  Imlividual  citl/.tTi'!  were  gen- 
eroa.«i  in  8*ib^cripcino8  to  pay  bottotietf  uud  to  aid  the 
families  of  vuluutcerB. 

When  the  first  detsohmeot — the  ovcrquota  of ; 
thirty-six.  an  !  called  Company  C,  Forty-fifth  Regi- 
ment ut'  .^I:k.•<^chuiK;tt8  Volunteer?,  under  2.1  Lieut. 
Lewii»  il  WhitHkor,  a  soldier  tor  t'reeUoni  iu  Kansas  ' 
■^Wis  leaving  for  the  field,  a  farewell  meeting  waa 
held  b  the  town  hsli,  at  which  their  lientensnt  was 
tmrprued  with  a  fine  .<w()ril  from  his  men^and  they  ■ 
in  turn  recoived  each  a  Bible.    Wlir-n  a  tcmpfrnnce 
pledge  w;is  prnposcd,  all,  save  one  or  two,  eutiiusiasti- 
cally  attached  itieir  names.    Uu  the  annouDcement  , 
that  only  twenty-three  had  been  called  for,  one  of  f 
the  thirteen  asid  they  wonld  otf  go,  if  they  went  J 
•foot  and  alone. 

It  is  known  that  two  hundred  and  eighteen  soldiers  | 
v«re  turuished  by  the  town  during  the  war.    How  . 
nany  were  natives  cannot  now  be  aaoertainod,  as  the 
town's  Kst  is  oonftssedly  tnperfeet.   But  the  reeord  i 


01°  ninety-seveo  natives  baa  been  made,  whoc>e  oameri, 
grade,  sod  fate  are  as  below : 

Charle»  R.  Admu,  Mm  Of  Pctw,  Go.  A,  Md  Bcft.;  kiHod  SMf 
WinobMtor. 

Henry  P.  Adnin*,  ion  of  Orni  If.,  A!  Rogt.;  in  Aaderwrnvtllo 

i  I  r  i  r  1 1 1) . 

Williaui  M.  E.  Adanu,  Mn  of  BraMut,  Co.  1,  IStb  IlogU ;  aerred 
tbroogh. 

Alvin  B.  kiaMM,  aoa  of  Orm  W.,  Co.  O,  16th  Itcgt.;  aet 

known. 

WilHkm  W.  AdaoM,  ooa  of  Orm  W., Co.  C,  45tli  Rn(t>»  MT^*' 

through. 

Andrew  .1.  Aloxaodcr,  »on  of  William,  Co.  C,  45th  K«gt. ;  hon- 
orably di^chftrncd. 

Lowell  W.  A<iama,aon  of  Oraa  W.,  Co.  Q,  4Mb  RegU ;  woudod, 
••rT«d  throngh. 

William  u.  Adaiiiii.  MBof  GardBOTrOo.  K,44tkB«gU;  wvondad, 
forrod  ihnwgb, 

Cbleb  W.  Ballou,  iob  of  Caleb.  C*.  H,  4«th  Rogt.;  dliofalod 

and  diMrhnr^c*!. 
Adin  Baltou,  *ua  uf  Albert,  lOtb  H«gL.,  Me. ;  not  known. 
OwM  K.  BoMoa,  Mm  of  Barton,  Co.  C.  4tli  B«gt.;  hooorabty 

iti  '.-lim  t. 

Willi;i)H  A.  llallou,  son  of  Albert,  <  u.  t',  IjLli  llu^t. ;  l<unuru.t)l/ 
III  ■'■hiirffcrl. 

Wikliaui  II.  Baldwin,  son  of  ileary,  Co.  A,  3ilh  KtgC}  Andor- 
•onville,  dlod. 

.>cth  HInke,  sou  of  ."^eth,  Co.  I,  Isth  Kfgt. :  in  Andor«onvill«. 
Cbjirlw  U.  Bamu,  a«n  of  Uwrj,  Co.  C,  Uih  RegW;  honorably 
dtiehafgod. 

Thoniaf  Coffi'-M,  Ma  of  John,  C».  I,  IStli  Ragl.;  hoaoiablj 

diacbarged. 

Barton  F.  Cook,  aon  of  Bttltoa,  Coi.  H,  Sd  R.  I.  ArtUlorjr;  boa- 

orably  diiicharK«<i. 
.loaepb  W.  Cook,  »on  of  Wiii<low,  K.  I.  ('i»v»lry  .  liotiurably 

diwbaTgod. 

Daniel  C.  Corljin,  (ton  of  Olin,  Ir. ;  woundrd,  diicharged. 
Anthony  Conner,  *on  of  Isaac,  Co.  I,  18th  Refct. ;  honorably 
di^ehargetl. 

(iMrgn  Clark,  aoa  of  Jobn.  Co.  1,  18tb  Rogt.;  di«d  in  And«r- 
aonville. 

Jami-«  (;iurk,  «on  of  John,  Co.  B,  IStli  Kegt.;  not  known. 
Nathan  tjlark,  aon  of  Alfrod,  Co.  1,  liith  Uegt.  {  wounded  and 
difobnrged. 

Burton  A.  Coh in,  toa  of  Jnapar,  Co.  C,  4Atb  RagU;  hoaorablj 

ducbarged. 

Cbarloa  A.  Goto,  Co.  C,  45tb  Aagt. ;  boaoiabljr  diaebargod. 

(jrrr^'f  \V.  .T.  Colt-,  Co,  C,  -Ijth  Ilc^;!.;  lionornhly  discharged. 
Cuiutima  Du;;un,  Co.  K,  J3d  Regt. ;  honoralily  diacbarged. 
Jt.!<e|.h  Dnr,  <>on  of  HonaoB,  Co.  A,  35tb  Ragt.;  ilok  aad  dit- 
ehargod. 

Kdward  H.  Freemaa,aon  of  Jamea  M.,  Co.  C,  lith  Rcj^t. ;  hoa- 

ornlily  disclinrgod. 
tJeorge  M.  Farrington,  aon  of  Natban,  Co.  A,  36th  Regt.; 

wonnded  aod  diacbargcd. 
Alfred  J.  Kitr.pntriek,  son  of  Joha  L.,  Co.  B,  tSth  Rqgt.;  b«a- 

orabljr  diaoharged. 
Jeba  II.  Fiabor,  ooa  of  Wotton,  Co.  C,  8Stb  Rogt.;  killod. 
Waltur  M.  Fi»hor,  eon  of  WaRw  II.,  Co.  C,  45tb  RogL;  boa- 

oraltljr  disuhurged. 
Manaa  Oilnoroi  toa  of  Marwu^  Co.  A,  3Stb  Rogt. ;  bonoraUy 

difichnrgod. 

William  S.  (iilmore,  son  of  Philander,  Co.  F,  lUtb  RegU;  hon- 
onblj  diiobargod. 
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Nitlniiial  8.  Omr,  md  of  Kstlmld,  Cd.  C;  46th  %fgt.{  bos- 

Samuel  E.        flon  of  Willnrd,  Co.  K,  31it  KogLi  diiabled. 
Ptiay  A.  Holbmok,  wb  of  Bllla,  Co.  C,  4fiUi  Ragt.;  lioDonbly 

discburgpd. 

Jo»e|th  W.  ilolbrook,  ion  of  Bliphulcl,  Co.  C, 'IMh  Regt. ;  hou- 
orably  difchargcd. 

Svnnel  C.  Hunt,  ion  of  &er.  Ssouoli  Go.  C,  4&tb  Rogt. ;  bon- 

orabt  J  diieborgod. 
Fnnk  F.  UodgaB,  to*  of  WiHiurd,  0».  0, 46tii  IUrI;  boaoitbly 

duohorgod. 

Norraan  Hutiags,  ion  of  Natboniel,  Co.  C,  4Bth  R«jft. ;  died 

on  return. 

Albert  L.  Jordan,  wn  of  Alfred,  Co.  I,  ISth  Kcj^t;  wounded 

<ve  tiBM,  dii^Mgad. 
Henr^r  A.  Jordiin,  ion  of  Alfred,  Co.  HtlitOavalTjr;  bottomUy 

di(char;;(>d. 

Bdwin  A.  Jordan,  aoB  of  A1(V<ad,  Co.  H,  l«t  Cavalry ;  hoaonUy 

diaohargiMi, 

Samuel  II.  Jordan,  iob  of  Alfk«d.  Co.  C,  46th  K«gt. ;  lost  tin 

ttta,  disobargod. 
Ooorge  King,  M.D.,  ton  of  Ucorgo,  nrgoen,  16tb  and  29tb 

Regts. ;  hononibly  di«charged. 
H.  D.  Kingsbury,  aon  of  Natbinid  D.,  Go.  S,  lit  Cmnltrji 

bonorabljr  ditobarged. 
■nory  T.  KlDgsbnry,  aon  of  Vlthor  A.,  Oo.  C,  4&tb  Bogt; 

lioiioralily  disuli  irj;f'(I, 
George  A.  Kiugtbury,  iion  of  Iloratio,  Co.  B,  42d  Regt.;  frit- 

onor  and  parolod. 
Herbert  L.  Lincoln,  aOB  of  Muif,  Co.  A,  3t(h  lUft. ;  weudod 

and  died. 

Oranville  Mor«e,  eoB  «f  L«tI  Co.  If  ISth  BogU;  boaonUj 
diiobaigcd. 

Lawii  L.  KlHor,  ton  of  Jobn  W.,  Co.  E,  13ih  Regt. ;  wounded 
nnd  died. 

Engeno  II.  Mareb,  son  of  Lowii  U.,  2d  K.  I.  Caralrjr ;  boaotabljr 
dieobarged. 

Joremiiih  Murpli.v,  .-^on  of  Tbonae,  Co.    4itb  tb^fi.}  honor* 

abl;  di«cberged. 
Ohwloa  II.  Nam,  aon  of  Ooorgo  W.,  Co.  A,  3Mi  Regt. ;  boa- 

orably  diacharged. 

WiUiam  B.  Nmoii,  con  of  Ouorge  W.,  Co.  A,  3&tb  Uegt. ;  hon- 
orably ditebsrgod. 

Qeorge  W.  Nanon,  «od  of  Oeorge  W.,  Co.  I,  5th  Rogt.,  and  in 
Co.  li,  23d  Regt.;  ool.  of  Newbern  fire  department;  hon- 
orably dlMbUfid. 

Albert  I>.  Nwon,  tion  of  floorfo  W.,  Co.  C,  46tb  Bogt.;  honor- 
ably discharged. 

Albei  t  .1.  Xemll,  wan  of  Anold  J.,  Co.  I,  SSd  RofU;  nn- 
known. 

Otney  P.  Newotl,  oon  of  Hinun,  Co.  B,  lit  Catraliy ;  booombly 

Duanc  N'cwt-ll,  ton  of  Nclcon  C.,  Co.  C,  45th  Regt.;  diubled 

and  diMriiargod. 
Qoorgo  L.  Partridge,  eon  of  8otli,  Co.  B,  4Sd  B«gt ;  hoaorably 

discharged. 

Whipple  Peck,  son  of  Whi|»pl«t  lit  B.  X.  R«gt.f  wonndod  nnd 
diaobarged. 

HoraMV.Pfllabnry.Mn  of  Stephen,  Co.  I,  ISth  lU'^^t.;  wounded 
and  diflcbnrged. 

Alfred  J.  Pteroe^  ton  of  Iiraol,  Sd  ft.  I.  Artillorj ;  bouorabi; 
dUebarged. 

ItriM-l  r.  I'iere%  eon  «f  Iiraol^  B.  L  Cnvaliy;  hoHwblj  dii^ 

charged. 

Hwty  M.  Ftekorlng,  ion  of  8nnw«l,  Co.  C,  4Ath  Begt. ;  bosor- 
•bljr  diMhaiged. 


Jnnoe  M.  Ryan,  eon  of  Jnnoe,  Co.  C,  45tb  Regt;  homnlly 

di»cb»r^ud. 

'  William  Sullivan,  Co.  K,  i^^id  Kegt.;  unknown. 

CbarlM  H.  Soott,  Co.  A,  35th  R«gt.|  unknown. 

Smith  O  Snylt'!!,  Kon  of  Oren  W.,  R.  I.  Tavfilrr  ;  nnkmirn. 

Thou>»!i  W.  .^iivles.  pon  of  Oreo  AS .,  K.  I.  Cavalry ;  uoknuwo. 

Michael  0.  SuilU.tn,  >ion  of  Jorealah,  Oo.  C^  4$th  Rogt.;  ban. 
orabljr  discharged. 

George  W.  Thoinp^on,  eon  of  Thaddeo*,  Co.  I,  IStb  Kegt.; 
honorably  di.'oharged. 

RaoMim  Tift,  ion  of  Jamet,  Co.  I,  ISth  Regt. ;  bonorabiy  dit- 
obarged. 

Willi  I  in  II.  Thoaaa,  eon  of  Sandru,  Co.  I,  18tb  Regt.;  u- 

known. 

Abnia  W.  Wnlea,  eon  of  Anoo  A.,  Co.  1, 18th  Begt. ;  bonenUjr 

diachnrged. 

Shcpard  <1.  Wiggin,  son  of  Jo»upb,  Co.  A,  .iath  liugt. ;  died. 
Silaa  H.  Wilson,  sou  of  Bnoeh,  Co.  A,  86tli  Begt.;  piinner, 

paroled,  disabled. 
Otl*  Winn,  ion  of  Peter,  Co.  A,  3ftlb  KegU ;  died. 
Henry  J.  Ward,  son  of  Ronbio,  Co.  C,  4Ath  Reigt.;  bosoraUy 

dieoharged. 

Owen  W.  Walee,  eon  of  Otle,  Jr.,  Co.  C,  4itb  Begt. ;  dieabaifcd. 
Liwi^  V.  w;iiiaa%  eon  of  Wiirwm,  12th  Heavy  Artllleqr;  u- 

known. 

John  B.  Whiting,  eon  of  Sydney,  Co.  C,  4»th  Rogt. ;  boienUy 

dia«hnrKcd. 

Daniel  W,  Whiting,  ton  of  Wilbni  ('..  Co.  K,  i'Sd  liagU,  hM- 

(uiif'ly  ilisrhargod. 
Lewie  K.  Whitaker,  aon  of  Rlcbanl,  Co.  C*  4Mi  Begt.;  24 

lient ;  bonorably  diecbarged. 
Ooorgo  P.  Woodward,  ion  of  Anrtin,  Oe.  C.  46«h  B^;  hM- 

orably  dioobarged. 
Lewfa  B.  Walee,  eon  of  Otis.  Jr.,  Oo.  B,  43d  Regt. ;  died  In  Hew 

Orleaii't. 

Jobn  D.  Wale?,  son  of  Otie,  Jr.,  Co.  B,  42d  Regt.;  honorably 


Qoorge  II.  Soott,  eon  of  Oeorfe  W.,  On.  I,  Itlh  Begt;  an- 

known. 

Alonto  F.  Eddy,  son  of  Awhol,  Co.  X,  18th  Begt;  hoaotaUy 

cii -charged. 

Ucnir,:c  I,.  Rixford,  4tb  Cavalry;  honorably  discharged. 
Jau]c>  K.  Siiu»,  »on  of  Jobn  W.,  Co.  C,  ftOlh  Regt.;  nnknowo. 
George  B.  UoMeil,  son  of  Thoaaa,  12tb  Henry  ArtiUeiy;  un- 
known. 

Willi;iiii  (1.  WliKo.  for\  of  Adam  II.,          Unticrv  ; 

Dana  Follen,  ioa  of  James;  honorably  ditobarged. 


These  were  native  or  resideote  of  the  town. 
Many  natim  reaident  ebewhera  cnlistod  in  otbar 

pliicca.  Among  them  some  aieknowD  to  hftfo  atlauied 
hotiorabte  rank  and  di.'tti action.  Edmtind  Dean,  son 
Luther,  became  adjutant-geaeral  of  Kansas ;  Charles 
H.  Thajrer,  ion  of  Nathaniel,  was  promoted  to  a  cap- 
tdnejr,  oonfioed  in  JJMry  priaon,  and  exclianged. 

It  is  an  honorable  record  that  oolj  ooa  of  all  tlM 
native  soldiery  deserted.  No  public  monument,  how- 
ever, has  yet  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  Union 
soldiers  of  Franklin.  But  it  has  a  6.  A.  R.  Post, 
nnd  a  pablie  commenio^ttion  npon  Deoontion  Ptj. 

Public  officer!,  from  tiie  iaotrporation  of  tkt 
pnoinot  to  tho  pnteat  tim*.— Among  the 


I 
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wlioDi  Fnnklio  bat  bonorad  an  tlia  Mowing  «1«et«d 
to  ita  chief  officea,  both  aa  a  pneiMt  and  aa  a  town : 

raSCISCT  CI.KRK& 
Daniel  Thsntao  (im  «l<rfc),  t  Miehael  Mctcnlf,  1767. 

Hcxckiab  FiilMr,  17&8«  17e», 

1773. 

Timothy  Pond,  1759,  ITt'j 
JoDSlbu  Wbiting,  1763, 176S. 
MHMir,  1774-77. 


1738. 

Em  Pood.  17:t9,  1742. 
Sianon    Slwim,    1740,  1741, 

1743,  1748,  17&2. 
JokB  Flfber,  1744. 1747. 
JOmz  litbtr,  17M,  17M. 


TOWN  CLERKS. 
Am  PoBd,  1778^  1780,  1782,  '  (  apt.  David  BaJier,  1824-36. 


1785. 

lletekiah  Fijiher,  17H1. 
Nathan  Daaiela,  Jr.,  178fi, 
mi,  1804. 

Am  -  llnv.-,  1792,  180.1. 
A>a  Uardiog,  ISOd,  181ft. 


Wilke*  Gay,  Jr.,  lS.'?7-39. 
Duvi-  T)i;»yr  r,  Jr.,  I  li>-4i. 
Tb«roo  t'.  Hitl«,  1844-62. 
Atphfltti  A.  RsMegaa^  186S- 
^79,  1NS2. 
i  George  W.  Wiggin,  1870-7H, 


Lcwti  ntdlng,  mt,  1838.     |    1882, 1888. 

PBBOIKOT  TKCVSnaSBS. 
ElMier  Metoikir.  1738.  |  BtuA  P«a4,  1784-57,  1781, 

Hfttbaniel  Fairbauk,  1739.  1744. 

D«»id  Jon««,  1740,  1741.  Daniel    Thurstton.  irai>-«0, 

Tbomw  Bacon,  1 742,  1753.  ir«S,  1787, 1788, 1771. 

Bobwt  hUk*,  l748-d3,  17&8,  i 

1788.  ; 

TowM  mASCiraa. 

A»  WhiUag^  1778-87,  178S,  I  JiMl  Dnisli^  1838-38,  1842-  ! 

1783.  S3. 
Satli  UwnoM,  1788-81.        i  Wllk«8  fia.r,  Jr..  1838-39.  ' 
Jo»ef.h  Whiting,  Jr.,  1794-98.    George  W.  M..rie,  1840-41. 


CaitoniliAli. — ^The  fint  oentoiy  of  FFBoktin  at  a 
precinct  waa  completed  Deo.  23,  1837  (old  atyla). 
The  eveut  whs  comiueinorated  by  a  historical  sermon 
preached  Feb.  25,  183B,  by  thf  then  pastor,  Rev. 
Elam  Smalley,  and  afterwards  printed.  The  close  of 
the  toion's  flmfc  oaDtuiy,  Haroh  2, 1878,  was  aoiid- 
pated,  in  a  tawD^meeting  of  March,  1873,  by  the 
clinice  i)f  a  committee  "  tn  pr»^p:irc  a  plan  for  an  ap- 
propriate celebration  of  tin-  amiivtrsiry,  to  Recare 
statistics,  aod  to  do  whatever  they  may  deem  neods- 
sary  in  Che  matter,  and  report  at  a  fbtare  (own^meet- 
inp."  The  committee  were  Stephen  W.  Richard.son, 
William  M.  Thnyer,  Waldo  Daniels,  William  Rock- 
wnod.  and  Adin  D.  Snrj^ent.  Thcv  ropwtpd  the  plan 
of  a  public  celebration,  and  an  addrctu)  by  Rev. 
Mortnner  Blake,  D.D.,  a  aon  of  FrankliD,  than  in 
Taunton.    The  plan  waa  adopted,  and  in  1877  llva 


Haaaa  l|«tMir,  1797-88. 
litvLPhfaiiu  Wan,  1808-4. 

Timothy  Mi  l..;iir.  l^i.'i-lfi. 
Bimeon  Partridge,  1617-19. 
dl.  Caleb  TbetttOB,  1888-82. 

UCPBEiiEiiTATlVKii  TO 

■Migal<w.HBWM,1778,18Sl. 

.Tn^pph  Melotir,  1778-88. 
l'-  t.f  Adum*.  1782-83. 
gamuel  Lethbridge,  1784-45. 
Uoo.  Jab«Vlduv,  17«^  1788- 
88. 

t'apt.  Thoina*  Bacon,  1787-8«. 
LiMU  Heickiab  FUb«r,  1788- 
87. 

Col.  .lohn  Boyil.  I  mk)  4. 
PdaUah  Fuher,  180J-6. 
C^t.  JoMpb  BwMD,  1887-14. 

Wat.  Phincas  Wan-,  l^tl  l?. 
Uwii  Fiibw,  1815-18,  1818- 

21.1823,1828. 
Or.  .Xnth  l  Miller.  1827,  lh33. 
CW.  Caleb  Thurston,  1829  30. 
Willij  Fuber,  1831. 

M^.  Davit  Tbajrcr,  1832, 1884, 
1848. 

EniiigD  Seth  Dean,  1834. 
Jeei  l>«aiti^  1837. 

OiLHMbaa  CteralMid,  1BS»> 
88. 


Tberon  C.  Uillc,  1864-80. 
A^nt  Danlvlt,  1881,  1882. 

.\l|itiou-  A.  Kus^e^'ue,  18fl3-74. 
Jame«  M.  Fro«maa,  1876-83. 


TUK   tlENKKAL  COURT. 
I  Wwrd  AdaiiM,  1848. 
•  Albert  E.  Daniel«,  18(1. 
'  Col.  8i>ul  B.  Soott,  1843-44. 
'  Dr.  Sbadraolt  AtiNOd,  1847. 
Co).  Paul  B.  Oark,  1848. 
George  W.  Na*on,  1850. 
William  Molcair,  IH51. 
Capt.  Bartfocd  Lmnaid,  1862. 
B«aM»  Btllii,  1858. 
Ma«on  F.  Southworth,  1850. 
Tberon  C.  UilU.  1867. 
Btepbea  W.  Rlehardwra,  1858. 

.Tatii.-.  .M.  Fn-.'iiiaii,  ISftO. 
Jaine»  P.  Ray,  1961,  1877. 
Bm.  Wm.  M.  Tbax«r,  1888. 
Francis  B.  Ray.  I86:i. 
Al]ibcii8  A.  Ru««t<guo,  ISC7. 
Henry  E.  Pond,  IHflS. 
B«T.  Ricbanl  Kddr,  1870. 
Joeeph  A.  Woodward,  1871. 
Jobn  H.  Fiiber,  1873  74. 
Davit  Tliajrer,  1878. 
Hemj  B.  Je»k*,  1888. 
.  8»Ua  Uabbenl,  1883. 


hiHiJn'd  (Idllars  were  appropriatcil  for  <-vpr.i,co3^  jq. 
cladin<;  the  publication  nf  a  town  liiMtory.  .Uafh, 
1878,  the  ooinmittee  wan  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
A.  St.  John  Chawbri,  Hanty  M.  Orean,  Jamas  P. 
Ray,  Paul  B.  Clark,  and  Edward  A.  Rand, as  a  oom« 
mittce  of  arrangements.  As  March  is  usually  unfit 
for  a  public  celebration,  .lane  12th  was  selected,  and 
the  day  proved  most  favorable  for  the  occattioo. 

The  chief  featnrea  of  the  addkrattoo  were  a  pro- 
cession, including  the  poblie  aehools^  and  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  indastrics  of  the  town  ;  a  historical 
address,  with  other  services,  in  the  Congregational 
Church  ;  a  diooor  oadcr  a  large  pavilion  on  the  Com- 
mon with  twdva  hundred  fniesta,  where  history  and 
prophecy,  wisdom  and  wit.  from  the  Governor  of  Aa 
State  to  the  town  official,  alxiuTiiJei]  until  the  wester- 
ing sun  stiErsr«^»t<»d  an  adjournment  until  1!)7R.  Mora 
than  t«n  thousand  people  came  together  iVoui  far  and 
near. 

A  mnseam  oF  loeal  antiquities,  collected  by  the  in> 
dustry  of  a  committee  of  ladies  in  the  ve>trv  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  was  visited  during:  the  day 
by  more  thau  a  thousand  people,  aud  elicited  unani- 
mous anrpriaa  at  tha  vatuahte  rdios  they  had  gathered. 
A  vocol  concert  in  the  evening  was  fnlly  atteodad, 
and  closed  th<>  ecntonnial  dav. 

The  history  of  Franklin,  afterwards  published,  con- 
tains the  bUtorical  address,  enlarged  by  addenda ; 
biograpbioal  aketobea;  gonanlogtes  in  brief;  apeechea 
at  the  dinner;  with  portraits,  views  of  buiidiogs,  ate. 
It  is  an  octavo  of  over  three  hundred  pajrcs,  prepared 
by  the  author  of  the  address,  and  published  by  the 
committee  of  the  town.  Very  few  copies  remaiu  la 
tba  banda  of  W.  Rook  wood  of  the  oommittee. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


JAMBS  P.  AND  JOSBPH  O.  RAY. 

There  k  ad  iiupiration  to  others  in  the  history  of 

Belf  made  meo  ;  so  we  gather  these  fragments  from 
the  lives  of  these  brothers,  and  place  theiu  as  honored 
recurds  among  the  natues  of  those  worthy  to  oceupy  a 
place  io  the  *'  History  of  Norfolk  County."  Energy 
IB  the  ooiner-stonc  to  their  chnracton,  the  secret  of 
their  successful  lives, — well-directed,  steady,  per- 
Histent  em  r_'y-  .Tf>scph  Raj',  the  father  of  th<»«e 
brotbere,  wa.s  bom  in  West  Wreuthaui,  Mass.,  July 
24, 1791.  He  leeroed  the  stone-utason'e  tmde,  eod 
followed  that  some  years,  building  mills,  mostly  in 
the  Blackstone  Valley,  whither  he  moved  in  1813, 
uuikiriL'  his  residence  South  Mendoii,  now  East 
Biuck.stoiie.  lu  1814  lie  married  Lydia,  daughter  of 
Jamee  'Pnncy  an  iron-vorko-,  theo  of  Smithfield, 
R.  I.,  hot  afkerwarda  a  resident  of  Mcndon.  Mr. 
Raj  pnterod  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Paiue  in 
1821,  the  tirm-name  being  "  Paiue  &  Rtn'."  They 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen 
maehiDery.  Mr.  Ray  had  beeome thoroughly  familiar 
with  their  mechanism,  and  applied  himself  not  only 
to  their  con8trU(  in>n  hut  improvement.  The  first 
geared  sfx^rilrrs  wvre  invented  and  constructed  in  hi.s 
shop.  Tiic  tirui  had  two  manufactories,  one  at  South 
Meedon,  with  one  hundred  and  fiHy  hands,  the  other 
at  Slatersville,  R.  I.,  with  one  hundred  men.  In  1S26 
Mr.  Ray  purchased  a  eotton-mill  of  nine  looms  at 
IlilUboro'.  N.  II.,  which  imtnb?<r  hp  increased  to 
ninety.  lie  conducted  this  .suecessluliy  until  1839, 
when  his  intimate  httsinees  relations  with  Abraham 
and  Isaac  Wilkinson,  large  cotton  manufacturers  of 
Rhode  Island,  involved  him  in  their  failure,  and  he  was 
crnnrit'lli'd  to  fsuspfrnl  payment.  Receivinir  rtrt  osten- 
sion  on  his  notes  for  hvu  years,  he  struggled  faithfully 
during  that  period  to  restore  hia  wrecked  fortanee, 
but  failed  and  retired  from  boaiQeH  in  1844.  Ho 
di.Hl  in  1847. 

J\MK.~:  P.  Hay.  (•Id4'«t  son  of  Joseph  and*  Lydia 
(Paine;  Hay,  was  born  lu  South  Meudou,  Mass.,  iu 
1820.  He  reeeived  the  educational  advantages  of 
the  common  and  high  schools  of  Rellingham  and  fJX' 
bridge,  and  the  .Manual  Ijabur  School  at  Worcester, 
with  such  nftf  ntinn  ns  to  qnaliCy  him  as  a  teacher  at 
the  age  ot  tilicen,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  dis- 
trict sflhool  at  Northbridge,  Mass.,  for  one  term.  He 
theo  became  a  cletk  in  a  store  at  Uptoo^  Mass.,  but 
in  1H3(>  his  father,  who  had  been  living  in  North- 
bridge,  removed  to  Soatli  Meodoo,  where  James  en- 


tered a  cotton-factory  and  remained  one  year  strippiog 
cards.  The  next  year  (I837_),  in  the  midst  of  the 
greatest  financial  panic  this  country  has  ever  known, 
a  boy  of  seventeen,  his  entire  wealth  cousisting  of 
seven  dollars,  he  started  hnsinen  on  hts  own  aoeoaot 
by  hiring  two  carding^ouichines  and  power  to  ran 
them,  :uid  buying  two  hundred  pounds  of  cotton 
wa.«te  with  which  to  make  cotton  battiiiL'  This  wa^ 
the  humble  beginning  of  a  most  remarkable  aud  mc- 
oessfnl  busineaa  career.  He  ran  his  machine  sevefal 
months,  then  hiring  a  horse  and  wagon,  peddled  oat 
his  goods.  Encouraged  by  his  success,  early  the  next 
sca.son  he  ptirchascil  six  cnrding-msjchinea  which  \ic 
placed  in  a  room  in  City  Miil»,  Franklin,  aod  coo- 
tinned  the  manufacture  of  batting  until  1838,  when 
he  purchased  a  amall  "  mule"  and  made  cotton  wick- 
ing  during  the  winter.  Notwithstanding  his  industry 
and  care,  by  the  depression  of  pricp«  he  found  himself 
five  hundred  dollars  ia  debt  the  next  spring. 

Hiring  the  new  mill  of  Joseph  Whiting,  of  Unioo- 
ville,  he  moved  thither  in  May,  1839,  his  father's 
family  (now  dependent  on  him)  also  moving  iIktc. 
Managing  his  nffair^  with  sagacity  and  untiriog 
energy  unusual  in  so  young  a  man,  and  making  cot- 
ton batting,  wiekiDg,  and  cotton  twine,  by  1844  he 
had  accumulated  two  thousand  dollars.  He  wa; 
again  at  this  lime  embarrassed  by  the  failure  of 
George  BLickburn,  of  Boston,  his  cnmmisJs-ion  nier- 
cbaot.  Receiving  an  extension  of  time,  he  paid  ili«! 
last  of  the  notes  due  in  1847.  From  this  hie  career 
has  been  ono  of  prosperity.  In  1844  his  brother, 
Frank  B.,  three  years  his  jnaior,  who  had  been  cm- 
phiyed  by  him  from  youth  hi  c-atue  his  partner,  with 
firm-name  of  J.  P.  &  F.  Li.  liay.  They  purchased 
the  celebrated  *'  MakepCaoe  Milt,"  and  here  and  in  the 
mill  at  UuionviUe  manufactured  butting,  twine,  wiok* 
ing,  and  bagging  until  1851,  when  Joseph  G.  was 
aduiitte<l  partner,  the  firm  hcfoming  '*  Ray  Brother?" 

Mr.  Ray  married,  May  31,  1843,  Susan  K., 
daughter  of  Oapt.  Alfred  Knapp,  of  Franklin.  Their 
children  ate  Edgur  K.  and  James  F.  Mr.  Ray  ie 
Republican  in  politics ;  as  such  liaa  been  representa- 
tive from  Franklin  one  term,  and  State  senator  two 
years.  He  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Univeivali^ 
Chureh  and  one  of  its  tmateea.  FaFeemng,  bold, 
energetic,  and  persistent,  he  has  deserved  and  at* 
taiued  success  far  Ijcyond  the  hopes  and  ambitions  of 
his  early  manhood.  He  has  ueither  courted  popu- 
larity nor  feared  ccosure.  He  gives  generously  where 
his  judgment  approves,  and  refuaeaaometimei  bluntly 
when  perslstentiy  urged  to  rapport  what  he  does  not 

commend. 

Ue  has  reoentiy  devoted  much  time  to  the  ooo- 
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•traction  of  the  Hilford,  Ftaoklin,  aod  ProtrideDce 

Kailroad,  of  which  Ii<-  i-^  pR-.'^ident,  and  its  oODStrue-  | 
tion  is  due  to  liis  uiitirin;^  efforts.  He  was  incor-  | 
porator,  arnl  i-^  directorof  Franklin  Kabber  Companj.  ' 
pre^iiieul  ui  Putnam  Mauul'acturiu^j  Cuiupau^,  and 

of  th«  iMira&etttriog  corpomtions  ai  WoomoiAet  aod  ' 
City  Milk  i 

.Tn«;Rpn  G.  Ray,  youngest  son  of  Joseph  and 
Lydia  Paine)  Ray,  was  born  iu  South  Mendon,  now 
Blackstone,  Oct.  4,  1831.    When  but  a  lad  uf 
«^it  lie  began  life**  iMttlo  by  working  all  bis  spare 
tioic  morning  and  evening  io  his  brother's  mill  at  | 
UoioDTille  makint;  twine.    When  twelve  he  attended  ' 
school  one  j'car  in  Nashua,  N.  H.     His  vacations  ' 
wen;  pai>.>)cd  in  the  mill,  where  he  became  expert  iu 
tbs  methods  of  nsniifectim.   In  1847,  having  saved 
non^  enoQgh  for  his  expeuscs,  he  attended  school  ] 
another  year  in  Waljiolc  N.  II.    In  IJ^aO  lu^  enj^ajied  , 

with  his  brotlicr  Frank,  nitcivin''  four  hundred  and  I 

V 

fifty  duiiars  yer  year  fur  his  services,  aud  during  the  ' 
jear  started  tb«  fint   rag*ptdcer"  and  niaDafaetured 
the  first  '*dioddy"  made  in  New  England.    In  1851,  | 

in  conncr>tion  with  James,  he  formed  tlio  firm  of 
Kay  Broi  lit-rs,  and  bonirht  the  property  in  South 
Meodun — then  owned  by  Jcnckes  6t  Scoit — wboro 
their  father  eommsneed  the  mana&etnre  of  cotton 
machinery.  In  1854  he  married  Emily,  daughter  of 
Col.  Joseph  Rock  wood,  of  Belliogham.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Lvdi:*  P.  and  Annie  R.  OIrs  Adelbert  I). 
Thayer j.  From  1861  to  1871,  Mr.  llay  resided  in 
Unionviile;  tnm  theaee  removed  to  Franklin,  where 
be  still  Uvea. 

His  summer  residence  is  the  old  homestead  of  Col. 
Rockwood,  whit  li  Mr.  Ray  hns  taken  rntuh  pains  to 
make  a  model  home.  He  bus  bpared  no  expense  in 
tUs,  as  the  el^nl  bnilding  and  elaborate  snrronnd- 
iogs  clearly  indicate.  He  is  s  lover  of  fine  hones  sod 
stock,  and  has  done  much  to  improve  the  quality  of 
both.  Hf*  ha><  mado  Sfvernl  irnpnrtntionH  of  Holtstcin 
cattle,  of  wliich  he  owns  n  tine  herd.  Uuc  of  the 
most  nniqae  features  of  this  fsm  u  its  fish  pond,  | 
well  stocked  with  Gennan  ca^,  snntounded  by  a  pri- 
Tntc  ra<  .'  course.  Republican  in  political,  in  1859,  . 
when  but  twenty-djrht  yumrg  old.  Mr.  Rjiy  w:is  chosen 
repreaeotative  from  Blackstone  in  the  State  Legisla- 
tate,  <^  whieh  he  was  the  youngest  member,  and  in 
1869  was  elected  to  lefircseDt  his  dtstriet  in  the  State 
Senate.  Univcrealist  in  religious  belief,  he  was  one  j 
of  the  trustees  of  the  church,  and  the  intimate  friend. 
coDfidant,  and  adviser  of  the  late  Dr.  Dean  in  the 
baiMiiq;  of  Dean  Academy  and  the  Univerasluit 
Gbnreh  of  Fnakfio,  and  was  the  enoolive  of  the 
doctor's  beqneMa,  t»  whieh  he  gave  his  whole  time 


and  attention  for  sevofal  yean,  nrrying  the  eatwe 
financial  responsibility.    To  him  more  than  to  any 

«)tlier  living  mnn  nro  tho  pcnple  of"  Franklin  and  the 
T'ntvcr>alist  .s^ciLty  indobtrd  tor  tin?  (.-onipU'tion  of  tlio 
beautiiul  church  and  Deau  Academy,     liy  his  Liud- 

ness  of  hesrt,  unfailing  ooartesy,  his  known  integrity, 
fine  Kocial  qualities,  skill  i»  bosinSM  and  financial 

operations,  Mr.  Ray  hns  won  the  respect  and  confi- 
d»  nop  of  his  fellnw-i  iiizens,  and  partinilnrly  of  those 
who  have  been  brought  into  intimate  couuoeiiou  with 
him.  He  u  treasnrer  of  various  manufacturing  oor- 
poratioos,  was  an  incorporator,  and  is  director  and 
treasurcrof  the  Milford,  Franklin  and  Providence  Rail- 
road rnmpany.  A«  a  biisinefs  man  he  hm  few  if  any 
iiuperiurii.  Both  James  and  Joseph  have  contributed 
largely  to  churob  advancement  and  support.  Th^  have 
been  connected  personally  and  financially  with  every  im- 
portant business  utnlertaking  begun  in  Franklin  since 
the  organization  "t  tlie  firm  of  Ray  Rrnthor*.  In  1S56 
their  mill  at  Suuth  Mendon  was  burned,  and  imme- 
diately rebuilt.  In  1898  they  sold  a  r^bt  to  raise  a 
dam  for  a  new  mill  built  by  Edward  Harris  in  the 
north  part  of  Woonsocket.  Thif  taused  the  water  to 
flow  bark  and  so  injure  their  manufactory  at  South 
Mendon  that  ihey  dosed  up  busine&s  there,  removing 
the  machinery  to  Unbnville.  Frank  B.  retired  from 
the  firm  of  Ray  Brothers  in  1860,  the  bnriness  being 
continued  by  the  two  other  members  under  firm-title 
of  J.  P.  k  J.  <i  Uay.  This  firm  purchased  ihc 
Bartleit  mill  at  Woonsocket,  where  they  manufactured 
cotton  sheetings,  and  in  1873  they,  with  Oscar  J. 
Rathbarn,  president  of  the  Harris  Woolen  Oompany, 
formed  the  firm  of  Rays,  Rathburn  &  Co.,  which 
now  owns  and  operates  Jenckesville  .'Mills,  of  Woon- 
socket. Iu  18G5,  J.  P.  &  J.  G.  ll»y  {purchased  the 
woolen-mill  in  North  Belltogham,  which  was  built  in 
1810  by  their  father,  and  of  whtcli  he  was  part  owner. 
Here  they  manufacture  siUincts  as  Ray  Woolen  Com- 
pany. Their  first  mill  in  Franklin  was  built  in  1870, 
aud  uised  iu  making  shoddy."  Tlie  firm  of  Rathburn 
&  Haokensie  was  formed  in  1872  by  James  P.  and 
Joseph  6.  Ray,  Oscar  J.  Rathbarn,  and  Charles  J. 
Mackenzie,  and  built  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of 
fellings.  In  1  *!74,  J.  p.  &  J,  C, .  Ray  purchased  an  in- 
terest in  Fraukiin  Felting  Company,  reorganizing  it  as 
Franklin  Woolen  Company.  In  1877  they  built  a 
brick  mill  at  Fianklin  in  whieh  to  manufaeture  fancy 
cassinieres.  In  1876  they  purchased  the  original  mill 
of  the  Putnam  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Putnam, 
which  was  buiit  i)y  Hosea  Ballou,  of  Woousoeket,  and 
also  City  Mills,  in  Franklin.  Their  business  and  ftnsn- 
dal  progren  ainee  1847  has  (Men  steady  and  sstisfae^ 
tony.   Commeneing  in  both  branches  of  t»tile  indus- 
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tries  with  the  lower  pnidee  of  work,  they  hurt  wlTanoed 
step  bj  step,  making,  in  eottons,  first  batting,  next 
wifkinir,  next  twino,  tlif»n  sfminl(?ss  bags,  and  finally 
finished  cloths,  iu  woolen,  firstsboddj,  next  satinets, 
then  faney  emshnnna,  ivithontabandoning  any  branch 
00  taking  vp  another. 

RnoAR  K.  Ray,  son  of  James  P.  and  Susan 
(Knapp)  Kny.  wiis  hrrn  in  Fninkliii.  Mas5i.,  July  17, 
1844.  After  a  couinion-schooi  and  academic  educa- 
tion,  waa  iHied  for  busineai  hj  hia  &ther  and  nudes, 
and  has  been  aaeoeiated  with  them  mooe  1865,  and  in 
1870  becnixie  a  partner  in  both  the  firms  of  J.  P.  & 
.1.  G.  Ray.  and  Rtty,  Ratlilnirn  &  Mackenzie.  Hf  is 
U^isurer  of  Putnam  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
viee-preikl^t  of  their  Woousooket  corporation ;  is  an 
•olivo,  eoer^tio,  and  auooenful  faonneaa  man. 


SlIADRACH  ATWOOD,  M.l>. 

Shadrnch  Atwood,  M.D.,  wa«  born  in  Carver, 
Plymouth  Co.,  Maas.,  May  17,  1801.  Hia  parents 
man  IVaneb  and  EUtabeth  (Ward)  Atwood.  His 
irandiSitber,  Benjamin  Ward,  was  a  eaptain  in  the 

colonial  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  hia  grandfiither, 
William  AtwonH  \v!i-)  a  lii'utonant  in  the  same  service, 
Francis  Atwoud  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1811  he 
parchaaed  a  fitnn  in  Middleborough,  and  removed 
thither.  Shadraeh  remained  wi^  his  paranto  nottt 
he  waa  twenty-one,  having  advantages  of  education 
onlv  \n  a  small  district  school  until  he  was  nineteen, 
when  he  attended  the  academy  at  South  Rridgewatcr. 
A  few  months  thereafter  he  engaged  as  teacher  in  a 
distriet  aehool,  bat  beeoming  aeqnainted  with  a  new 
and  remarkably  successful  system  of  teaebing  gram- 
mar, hr  pnfrsjred  in  teuthing  that  as  a  spwinhy,  with 
marked  renults  for  some  time.  He  then  began  tlie 
study  of  Latio  preparatory  to  a  college  course,  and 
when  twentj'two  yearn  old  he  went  to  Amherst, 
and,  al^cr  some  preliminary  academical  study,  entered 
Amherst  Co!!(»*rc,  wliere  he  reniaiiu'd  about  eiu'lit^'LTi 
months.  Here  he  made  rapid  progresss,  showing 
those  qualities  of  determination  and  tenacity  of  pur- 
pose  80  strongly  ahown  in  hia  entire  career,  and 
whid),  vhcn  a  mere  child,  caused  bu  father  to  say,  "  I 
never  told  Shadraeh  to  do  a  thing  which  he  diti  not 
accomplish,  and  never  heard  him  say  '  I  can  t  do 
it.' "  About  1825  be  b^an  the  study  of  medicine 
nnder  Dr.  Arad  Thompson,  of  MiddleUwongh,  but 
alter  a  ttm  months  went  to  Boston,  and  attended 
three  eomses  of  lectures  at  Harvard  Medioal  School, 


I  iMOoming  also  a  student  in  the  office  and  asriating  in 

the  practice  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis. 
He  made  good  u*??  of  the  opportunitit's  afTdnir  tl  liim. 

.  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  February,  1:^30. 
He  soon  commenced  his  long  and  sogoeasfnl  m«fical 
practice  by  establishing  himself  at  Marlboro',  whence, 
ofler  eighteen  months'  time,  be  rsmOTcd  to  Belling- 
ham,  where  he  was  located  for  sovornl  V'^r*  To 
1836  or  1837  he  changed  his  residence  to  Franklin, 
whieb,  with  temporary  abaences,  bas  been  hia  home  to 
the  present.  In  1878  hs  gave  np  active  practioey 
and  retired  af^er  a  professional  career  of  sacccss  sad 
profit  f)f  nearly  half  a  century.  lie  built  up  n  Inrj-^ 
practice,  was  active,  energetic,  and  won  many  friends. 

\  Hb  nature  is  positive,  and  from  peonliar  eircnm- 
staooss  he  waa  early  thrown  entirely  on  his  own  re- 
SOnress  in  his  profession,  and  developed  sclf-relianos, 
cnre,  and  elo<?c  observation — almost  mitmtf>^ — of  tU 
his  cah^.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  Kicill  in 
diagnosing  disease,  and  very  saooessful  io  his  tnat* 
ment.  He  mnde  his  profession  his  life  work,  sod 
gave  to  it  all  the  strength  of  bis  manhood  and  the 
vigor  of  his  n:itun>  In  1 8G6  he  removed  tn 
Wreotham,  where  he  resided  lour  years.  While  re- 
turning to  Franklin,  and  while  some  of  hi^  goods  had 
been  conveyed  thither,  an  incendiary  fire  burned  the 
house  in  Wrentham,  with  his  Uhrai^,  books  of  account, 
and  muL-h  other  valunblc  property.  NotwithstJinding 
these  and  other  reverses,  he  is  to-day  one  of  Frank- 
Ho  8  sul^tanlial  oititzens. 

In  polito,  in  eariy  life  he  was  an  '*01d  Line 
Whig,"  departing  from  the  Democratic  principles  of 
his  fathers,  but  af^er  I  hf'ii-^olut  ion  oFtht  Whi^r  party 
he  affiliated  with  the  Demucnitic  party,  and  has  since 

!  supported  it  and  ita  candidates.    In  1847  ho  wis 

I  elected  to  repreaent  the  town  of  Franklin  in  the  State 
Legislature  by  an  unprecedented  majorityi  and 
while  in  the  Legislature  wns  LirL'ely  instrumental  io 
securing  the  charter  for  the  Norfolk  County  Railroad 
(an  extoosion  of  the  railroad  from  Walpole  to  Blaak' 

I  stone),  whieb  gave  railroad  fitciliticB  to  FrankKu,  and 
marked  a  new  era  io  ita  growth  and  prosperity.  Of 
tills  road  hp  wno  one  of  the  ineorporator».  He  was 
at  one  time  a  director  of  the  Benjamin  Franklin 

I  Savings  Bank,  of  Fraoklio. 

I  He  married  (1)  Nov.  28,  1832,  His.  Rnth  H. 
Pond,  duughtwrof  (^msand  Ruth  (Makepeace)  Snow. 
She  died,  leaving  no  offspring,  Nov.  7,  1%2;  (?) 
Nov.  27,  1878,  Charlotte  M.,  daughter  of  Walter 
Harris  Gay  and  Sally  A.  Hawkins,  his  wife.   She  is 

<  a  nadve  of  Franklin. 

Dr.  Atwood  has   stornl  ))\<^h  among  h'ls  profes- 

'  aional  brethren,  bas  honored  hia  domestic  rsls^ 
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tioDs,  hia  social  and  official  obligations,  aod  eojojs  the  > 
oeteem  of  a  higs  md  boDonble  «uel«  of  firkndtud 

MqjgaintMIMS. 


6TXPHBX  W.  KtCHABDSOX.  I 

THe  ori^n  of  tbo  ftmilj  nanw  of  RiehardMii, 

which  is  so  numeroasly  represented  in  this  portion  of 
the  State,  and,  in  fact,  through  the  whole  country,  is 
(hiu  given  io  an  English  work,  '*  CamdeD's  Rentaios 
Omoeroing  Brittdoe **  Willwni  Bolirtfd,  Lmd  of 
(be  noieijr  of  Hdptiae,  aoon  «fter  the  Nomm  Con-  [ 
quest,  bad  two  sons ;  the  y oonger,  Richard,  named 
from  his  size  Richard  the  Littlo.  Om  of  the  sons  of 
the  laat-named  Richard  was  called  John  RioharUsou, 
takiog  bis  fiither**  OMoe  with  tbo  ad^tion  of  «m  for 
his  snroame.  Henoe  caiM  the  aame  and  faaity  of 
Richardson."  It  is  now  found  in  nearly  every  county 
of  P^ngland,  and  during  the  past  seven  hundred  yoars 
has  been  prominent  in  nearly  all  departuicuu  of 
human  Kfo^  citU,  military,  literary,  aod  aeelewaatieal. 
Of  the  omnennu  d«Boandaota  of  the  old  Norman 
;>ottlin-^  in  America  in  early  colonial  days,  we  find 
John  Richardson,  at  Watcrtown,  in  1H86,  perhaps  in 
1635.  ViotoD,  in  his  "  Richardson  Memorial,"  say- 
of  bim :  FM».  28, 1836-37,  be  and  'all  tbo  towns- 
men  then  inhabiting*  had  each  a  grant  of  one  acre  In 
the  Beaver  Brook  Plowlands,  '  bounded  on  the  Great 
Dividend  Lots  on  the  north  fide,  nnd  Charles  River 
00  the  south.'  This,  we  believe,  was  all  the  land  he 
tmed  in  Watertown.  It  forlnda  the  idea  of  hia  n* 
■nniog  there,  and  so  we  find  bin  no  more  in  that 
place.  We  find  him,  or  another  of  the  same  name,  in 
£zeter,  in  1642,  as  a  witness  to  a  deed,  fttiil  prohablv 
■hall  not  err  if  we  set  him  down  as  the  nncestor  of 
(htt  legend  eminently  respeotable  family  uf  j^bard- 
NBuho,  from  1679,  spread  themselves  out  through 
Medficid,  Medwoy,  Wrentham,  Franltlin, Leominster, 
Barre,  and  many  other  towns." 

John  Richardson  (2),  believed  by  V  mtoQ  niwt 
mnfol  ioTestigation  to  be  son  of  the  above,  married 
is  Hedfield,  Rebeltah,  daughter  of  Joseph  aod  Aliee 
Clark,  early  settlers  in  Medficid,  then  Dedham,  and 
•ettled  in  East  Medwar,  where  he  died  May  2I>, 
1697.  (See  "Richardson  Memorial.")  Ho  had 
MTM  dittdren,  the  oldest  of  whom,  John  (3),  bom 
Aug.  25, 1679,  married  Esther  Breolc,  whose  fiithw 
usisted  in  repelling  Indian  a-ssaults  on  the  garrison 
boose  at  East  Medway.  Ho  whs  cordwainer  by 
trade,  as  was  his  father,  but  abuudotied  thai  for  bus- 
hwbj.  He  bad  a  nvadwr  of  tncts  of  land,  and 
^  Ifaj  19,  1759.  His  wife  died  of  eanoer,  Aug. 


17,  1774,  aged  ninety-five.  They  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Joh  n  (4 )  was  ascond.  He  was  bom  in 
Medway  (Old  Medield),  Oet  22, 1701 .  He  msrried. 

May  5,  1730,  Jemima,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Rebecca  (Fisher)  Gay.  (She  wao  born  in  whnt  is 
DOW  called  Fraukliu,  then  Wrentham.)  When  be 
was  twenty-three  years  old  bis  father  pursbased  fifty- 
four  aens  of  wild  land  for  him,  paying  ifaerefor  £60. 
(This  is  now  a  part  of  the  Stephen  W.  Richardson 
farm.  )  Mr.  Richardson  was  an  energ*»tic,  active,  and 
capable  man  of  business,  and  bought  and  sold  much 
property.  Ho  wss  a  oarpentor  by  trade.  Both  be 
aod  bis  wife  were  ehnrch  members  early  in  lifo. 
When  the  church  in  the  West  Precinct  of  Wrenthara, 
now  Franklin,  was  formed  (Feb.  27,  1738),  they 
were  among  the  Dumber  dismissed  from  the  Wren- 
tbam  Chnreh  to  eonstitote  this.  He  died  Nor.  5, 
1767.  His  wife  aarriTed  him,  liring  tOI  Dee.  26, 
1782.  They  had  seven  children.  John  (5)  was 
third  child  and  second  son.  He  was  born  July  2, 
1735.  Whilo  a  young  mao  he  worked  at  his  trade, 
boaae>oarpentry.  Ho  VMurried,  Not.  23,  1767, 
Abigail,  daughter  tif  Beacon  Hoses  and  Hannah 
(Walker)  Haven,  and  cousin  of  Rev.  Elias  Haven, 
the  first  minister  of  Franklin.  For  ten  years  he 
lived  in  Framingbam,  but  aAer  his  father  s  death  he 
rstnmed  to  Franklto  (Wrentham),  and  baying  the 
homestead  from  his  bnttben,  ESislia  and  Eli,  resided 
there  until  his  death.  This  deed  was  dated  .\pril  6, 
1770,  and.  for  £200,  trnnsfcrs  eighty-five  aorss  of 
land,  with  alt  buililings  ihereoo. 

"  During  nearly  thirty  years  Joho  Riebardson  was 
the  neanst  neighbor  of  bia  brother  Blishs.  Tlmy 
lived  less  thnn  a  third  of  a  mile  apart.  They  were 
strotiply  attached  to  each  other,  and  lived  in  prcat 
harmony,  having  farming  implements  and  other  things 
in  oommoD.  John,  in  parttenlar,  was  a  man  of  great 
amtableness  aod  geotlene»  of  oharaoter."  His  will 
was  made  May  4,  1809,  the  day  of  his  death.  In 
his  will  '*  John  Wilkes  Richardson,  lahnrer,"  is  p.illcd 
"  tuy  only  beloved  son."  He  gave  him  by  deed,  Sept. 
16,  1706,  one-half  of  the  bomeatead  farm,  cootmn- 
iog  one  hundred  aeres,  and  one-half  of  the  dwelling- 
house  and  itthcr  Ifuililin^s  thcrenn. 

Thii*  John  Wii.kks  Rirn.\i<nsoN  wm  the  sixth 
in  direct  descent  IVotu  John  the  emigrant,  and  was 
bom  to  FranUio,  Mass.,  Dee.  30, 1774.  He  lived 
and  died  on  the  ancestral  borne  owned  in  the  ftmily 
from  1724.  He  was  n  farmer,  of  sound  judgment 
and  prent  worth.  He  t.Tutrht  common  schools  in 
Franklin  and  adjacent  towns  fur  thirty-one  successive 
winters.  He  was  for  several  ywrs  an  assessor  of 
Franklin,  and  held  other  offiees  of  trust.  It  is  worthy 
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of  note  tbat  lie  was  tbe  fint  ebild  with  a  middle  tnine  oeaied),  by  bis  flnt  wife ;     Iku  seoood  wife,  Alb^ 

baptized  in  Franklin.    He  married  Matilda  KiDjCS-    M.,  Helen  E„  and  Gflor^  W. 

bury.  Nrtv.  3,  1796,  and  had  three  children. — Abipail,  Hen'uy  Bi  i.lard  RiciiAKUSON  (eighth  genera- 
(inarrit'd  Noycs  P»ys«n  Hawe»  i.  Jolin  Haven,  and  tion"),  born  May  21,  184 1,  prepared  for  college  at 
Stephen  Wilkes.    He  died  Sept.  15,  1843.  Phillips  (Exeter)  Academy  ;  was  graduated  from 

Stephen  Wilkbs  Richardson,  wboee  portrait  Ambent  Colle^  in  1869 ;  married,  Jaly  13, 1869, 
aooompeoies  this  sketch,  is  the  seventh  in  direct  de-  Mury  E.  Lincoln,  of  Amherst.  They  bare  tbrao 
MKDt  from  John  Hichurd.Hon  the  emigrant,  the  line  ehildrfii, — Mary  L.,  Carrie  A.,  and  Henry  S.  Mr. 
being  John',  John-,  Jtihn\  John*,  John*,  John  Richardson  iit  now  profwBor  of  German  in  Amheni 
Wilkea*,  Stephen  VVilkes'.    He  was  born  March  30,  ,  College. 

1813,  on  tb«  bomestead  mentioned  above,  wbieh,  in  '   

an  improved  condition,  U  now  his  homo.  He  was 
educated  at  tlie  common  scIukiIs  of  Frunkltn,  nnd  at 
Day's  Acndemy,  Wrfiitliam,  and  euriy  became  a 
teacher.  He  had  good  success  in  this  avocatioo,  but 
after  sevenl  tenna  he  ralinqnisbed  it  for  bo4lc*keep- 
iog.  He  wa.s  book-lceeper  in  tbe  office  of  the  Boston 
Journal  when  tli:it  paper  was  establi.shed  in  18,'lt  ;  it 
was  then  called  the  yfrrcanfifr  JiDim'ff.    He  married, 

first,  May  1835,  Eliiu,  daughter  oi'  Atnus  and  Abi-  To  attempt  a  ju.sl  treatment,  within  circumscribed 
gul  BuUard,  of  Bast  Medway,  who  died  Get.  17,  j  Kmits,  of  a  town  so  rich  in  historioal  material  as  Baor 
1844;  second,  Feb.  6,  1S45,  Mary  Bullard,  sister  of  '  dolpb,  is  almost  an  impertioeiMM  in  itself.    It  not 

Eliza.    Slic  (lii'd  April  30,  1SS;>.    His  five  cliildren    only  ticct^.-^-itatcs  tbe  vigorous   application  of  tha 
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were  ail  by  lirst  wife,  of  whom  two,  Jnlm  War- 
ren and  lieury  iiuUurd,  now  are  living.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson has  been  eb«rman  of  the  town  board  of  asses- 

aors  almost  cot»s«LU lively  for  twenty-five  years  ;  repre- 
sented the  towns  of  Franklin  and  Hi  llin^liam  in  the 
Stat*'  Jjeijislature  in  1S5f?;   wns  ii-.-istant  assessor  nf 


literary  [iruuiuL'-tviiife  in  the  Inppinir  off  of  many 
details  wbicli,  t«>  the  reader,  are  none  the  letis  inter- 
esting because  ia  some  reapeots  triTial,  bnl  it  also 
compels  theomisMon  of  tlioseqnaint  old  letters,  doon- 

mcnts,  and  mcinoraTnia  of  various  kinds,  which  serve 
so  well  in  giving  an  itisi;_'ht  into  the  liom^'-life  of  the 


internal  revenue  for  United  Slates  government  from  original  settlers,  their  meauti  ut  iustructioa  or  amose- 
1862  to  1671 ;  was  trial  jtuUee  from  1871  to  1874 ;  ment,  and  their  bomble  erery-day  avocationa.  Bat 
has  been  continuously  engaged  in  probate  business  j  what  must  be,  must  bo.  Some  day,  and  by  some 
since  1843,  and  settled  many  estates,  besides  holding  gifted  liaiul,  the  histcry  of  thb  ancient  town  will  be 
other  nfficOT  of  prfiminencc  nnd  trust.  He  has  fre-  witriiiily  written.  For  present  purposes,  however, 
quently  l>een  requejjied  lu  uet  as  referee  in  the  settle-  what  follows  may,  perhaps,  in  some  degree  serve  to 
ment  of  oonCroverties  between  parties,  and  ▼eiy  seldom  present  a  lew  Acts,  wbteb  may  do  their  greatest  good 
has  an  appeal  been  taken  from  the  award  or  decision  in  supplying  tnggaationa  for  thai  other  writer  who  il 
made  by  him.  In  all  relations  of  official  trust  and  '  to  come  after,  while,  at  the  same  lime,  i\uiy  art  BSt 
private  busine^i  Mr.  Richardson  ha.*?  shown  rnrf  altoireth.  r  without  present  interest, 
good  judgment  and  sterling  integrity.  Quiet  und  un-  General  Hlstorf. — Randolph  is  the  daughter  of 
assuming  in  bis  manners,  he  is  firm  of  principle  and  Braintree  and  the  mother  of  Holbrook.  It  eane 
Qonrageous  in  his  oonrictions,  and  no  man  ever  more  very  near  being  the  twin-sister  of  Qainey,  which  bad 
fully  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  the  solid  men  and  aob-  said  good  by  "  to  the  mother-town  but  a  year  earlier, 
stantial  citizens  of  his  vicinity  than  ho.  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  setting  off  of  the 

JoUN  Warren  Ricuaruson  [^eighth  generation),  last-named  town  served  to  stimulate  to  rencv^ 
bom  Sept.  8,  1839,  is  engaged  in  agrienltore,  and  efforts  the  advocates  of  separation  who  lived  at  tbs 
has  built  up,  in  connection  therewitli.  a  fruit-canning  opposite  extremity  of  the  ancient  town  of  Braintree. 
bu::ine.ss  of  considerable  importance.  He  has  been  The  latter  Wiis  incorporated  in  1640.  In  1775  it 
thrice  nnrried,  first,  Dec.  4.  l?^fi'2.  to  Elmim  L.  Ma-  contained  two  tbousnnd  four  hundred  and  tlurty-thri'S 
son,  daugliti-r  of  Orion  and  l  ama  Walker  Mason,  of  inhabitants,  and  in  17^0  the  number  had  iacreas«d 
Medway ;  she  died  Hay  18, 1674 ;  second,  April  22,  i  to  two  thousand  soTen  hundred  and  seventy'ooe. 
1875,  to  Sarah  A.  Metcalf,  of  Medway.  His  cbil*  '  The  town  was  divide  l  into  tlireo  precincts, — North, 
dran  are  John  M.,  Mary,  WiUiam  S.,  and  Henry  (de- '  Middle,  and  South.   The  North  Premnot  inolodcd 
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subeiautially  the preaeot  toWD  of  Quiticy  ;  the  Middle, 
the  pre^Bt  town  of  Bnintree ;  the  South,  the  present 
tovD«  of  Randolph  and  Holbrook.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  South  Precinct,  hpM  Mnrch  15,  1702,  it  waa 
Toted  "that  Satnnol  Nilcs.  K><j.,  liitMii.  Nathaniel 
SUes,  Dr.  Ephraiiu  Wales,  Joseph  White,  Samuel 
BMif  and  CoL  Seth  Toner  he  a  eooimUtee,  with  db- 
OVtiOOaiJ  p0W4r,  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  separation 
between  thin  parish  and  Mr.  Weed's  parish,  by 
measuring  and  formin}'  a  plan  of  the  two  parishrs, 
eui^ning  the  claima  of  the  South  i'ari^h  ior  a  di- 
TWOB  before  the  General  Cowt,  or  doing  anything 
they  may  think  proper  for  the  purpose  aforesaid." 
At  a  prct  irn  t  meeting  .specially  warned  and  held  June 
15,  IT'.'J,  it  was  voted  that,  "  Whereas,  a  jictitif^in 
has  been  presented  to  the  General  Court  tur  a  divi»iun 
of  the  town  of  Braintree,  by  a  lai^  namher  of  •Igneri, 
Hon.  Samuel  Nilcs,  Dr.  Ephraini  Wales,  Samuel 
Bass,  Col.  Seth  Turner,  Seth  Mann,  Joseph  White, 
and  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Niles  be  chosen  a  committee, 
with  discretionary  powers,  to  sustain  the  aforesaid 
petition  untit  the  passage  of  it  shall  he  ginnted.'' 
Jndge  Snmnel  NiJee,  the  chainnan  of  the  oommittee,  t 
was  a  ret^ident  in  the  south  part  of  the  present  town 
of  Braintrw.  Tt  was  intended  and  expected  by  the 
petitioners  that  Cranberry  Brook,  leading  from  Co- 
^to  River  to  Cranberry  Pood,  would  he  the  divid- 
ing Uoo  between  the  two  towns;  hot  that  line  being  ■ 
objected  to,  it  was  finally  decided  that  the  division 
line  should  run  so  as  tn  include  the  furm  of  .Ttt^li-e 
Niles  in  Braintr.'O,  and  ni)t  in  Uandolph.  The  peti- 
tion was  waruily  uppuscd,  yet  the  prayer  of  it  Was 
nltinntely  granted,  and  the  South  Prccinot  was  in- 
corporated as  a  town  March  9,  1793,  hj  the  nsne  of 

Randolph. 

At  the  State-iiouse  in  Boeton  arc  preserved  many 
interesiing  old  doenments  relating  to  Randolph,  moot  ] 
ef  then  hung  petitions,  etc.,  of  the  period  just  pre> 

Tious  to  the  incorporation  of  the  town.  A.s  .specimens, 
a  copy  of  ono  nf  the  leading  pi  titions  in  favor  of  the 
•etUng  off  of  the  town  is  below  given,  followed  by  a 
aaD|de'*  remonstnooe,"  and,  fbrther  on,  by  a  oopy  of 
the  act  of  ineorpoMtiofk  and  nnoexed  doeumeot: 

"  To  the  Hon''''  ScBttta,  aad  the  BoaM*  House  ot  BaprcMBia-  | 
tivw  in  0«»«»l  0*orta«Mtttitad : 
"Tto  P««lttcQ  of  th«  InbaUtanta  of  the  Soutb  Preeinet  of  ' 

Braintree  mo«t  reipMtfully  «hpwa — Thnl  your  Petitioncrii  from 
iODf  £xp«ri«iioo  hare  foood  tbe  ioooBfonieooe  of  boing  Coo-  | 
toatod  wftb  ibo  otbor  parte  of  the  town  of  Braintree— As  the  \ 

town  it  vt-ry  l^'ii;;  A  n!irrijw  ;  tlu-  rfiitrr  ''f  -irM  S'l:  . tl]  rrwilict 

it  Bore  than  fir«  milct  diilftnt  from  the  midJIc  precinct  loMtiug  ! 
houe :  whleh  In  the  ninal  uid  Boat  ooBTealent  pUee  of  boMiag  . 

town  irieptin>r',  vvKit-'  tin"  town  rvmnlnf  in  its  pruscol  furin  :  , 
which  mokcf  it  necctsary  thnc  DOAcly  one  half  uf  juur  Peti- 
1hMisshaal4tmT«l  ftv«  Biies  and  apwaidi  lo  altnd  everj  ' 


town  meeUnK :  or  otberwiae  wbloh  is  fk«qaentl.r  the  Cue ;  they 
are  oblig'd  to  vabtnit  tn  the  Centre  of  the  town'*  transacting 
I  the  whole  of  the  Biulnen :  wbinh  they  do,  a«  your  Petitioner* 
think,  with  »  vory  Pnrtlal  Bjre  to  tbetr  own  Inteimta. 

'■  .Aii  l  -.1^  tr^ivi'ltinc;  i=  r.^en  V'^ry  had  at  Marrti  l  April 
meeting!*,  it  i«  difficult,  A  many  timet  impuetible  for  Elderly  it  iii- 
firn  peopio to  teprovo  tbo  PrMllgMthigr  aiicbt  othsrwiMdo ;  A 
wbii'h  every  free  man  withca  to  t-njur.  Many  other  diradvantagce 
peuuliur  tu  your  Petitioner*'  estreew  situation  in  the  town- 
will  bo  nad«  more  ftill/  t»  appear  ahonid  joar  Hooon  grant 
them  a  hearing, 

"And  your  petitioners  with  fbnher  to  iofMt,  Ibnt  tbeKoulb 
Precinct  afurcanlii,  iu  it*  pre.-'i  ii!  I  i  lu,  i*  very  incnmmodioua 
.  A  irr^guJar  and  wa«  owing  origiuully  to  •  Cauie,  which  now 
oeo«ee  to  oilit:  vii:  When  tbo  DivMon  of  the  mMdlo  A 

Sjjiitli  Prii  iiii  t  n;i^  fir-t  |.io|iniged,  the  Rev''  M'  Ni'<*^  W1F  Mtn. 

ifter  of  both  in  one,  and  owned  a  large  faroi,  wUioh  incircled 
several  other  foran,  that  lay  within  Iba  boanda  of  tba  propoead 

>«oiith  Prccit.  •  t  ut  fl  -  Hcvi  M'  Xiles  being  willin);  hi*  own 
farm  should  uithiu  the  limits  of  his  own  parinh— opposed 
the  South  pnri!<h'»  going  off  unless  he  might  bathut  gnlH^t 
and  a«  he  was  then  a  man  of  mneh  Inllnoaee,  your  PetitiOBSrt 
were  obliged  to  relioqafihMid  IhiTM,  orooBtinuo,  very  nineh  to 
their  diiiadrniitagi*,  a  ptirt  of  hi*  parifh — the  former  of  the  two 
evila— they  aahmitled  to.  Bat  eir<3ttm«tanoet  relative  to  wid 
farm*  are  now  fitr  dlfferont:  a  eooiiderablo  part  of  aafd  Mr. 
N'ilc  -'n  farm  l»  now  riwiir  1  Vjv  lu  i  lctii  ;*  in  the  Soutb  I'recinct — 
and  the  Proprietors  of  the  other  farm^  uforeeaid,  are  detiroatof 
inprovlng  the  adTnatagea  tbejoagbt  long  etneo  to  have  oo- 
joyed,  by  joining  S  uuh  IVecin*"! — n?  thvy  arc  much  nearer 
to  th«t  meetiit^  tbun  their  own.  Your  i'cudoners  wish,  there- 
fore,  to  be  Mt  off  from  tbo  otbor  parte  of  the  town  of  Brala- 
treo,  in  connection  with  the  prnprietofs  of  the  oforeoaid  f»mMi, 
tu  u  teperate  towu :  and  your  I'etttioBeri  ae  in  Datjr  bonad 
■hall  ovarpraj : 


-liiiK  IImw  ;ird 

Seth  Turner.  Jn' 

i-:^{iliittiiii  Wales 

Jo«hua  Clark 

El>en''  A  Idea 

Enoch  ilubb* 

.«<  lh  Turner 

Tho*  Wale* 

Seth  Mau 

8ilH«  Pain 

John  Stetson 

Rcibart  Whitcomh 

Natb>  Milee 

Joteph  Beioher 

Job*  Wales 

Riob'  Beleber 

N'llcs 

John  Dunhuiii 

.lo«epb  Speor 

Natb'  Holbk,  Jn*. 

Setb  HttBt 

Joeeph  White,  J'. 

Zikcheus  Thayer 

Bcnj*  Thnyer 

Uichard  Thayer 

Levi  Thayer,  Jr. 

Lot  White 

John  Whitconb 

I.f'wi.'i  Liithro]* 

Jon*  Kiiiidiil 

Levi  Thayer 

Noah  Whitcomh,  Jr. 

UufuK  Tlmyer 

Caleb  White 

Reubeo  Thayer 

Barid  Wbitoomb 

llopeful  Bmdlay 

Timothy  Thayer 

Atliini"  I'litrk 

.Simc^m  Thayer 

Beiu"  Man 

Simeon  Thayer,  Jr. 

BenJ*  StWoelor,  Jr. 

—  Thayer 

Kli.»hn  Mnn 

Null.'  Hunt,  .Tr. 

tiideon  Hunt 

Jameii  White 

Timolby  8loaa 

Joacpb  I'OHor 

Philip  Silveater 

Zenan  French 

Sam'  Lull 

Will"  Linfield,  Jr. 

Jotaph  Tower 

Joveph  White 

Win°>  Kimball 

Sol*  White 

Elcuzer  Deal 

Jaoob  Cbn-k 

Zalbtt*  Howard,  Jr. 

BiJaa  Cbapwan 
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Nllm 
Mt  -lic  k  Thaytr 
Simeon  Spe&r 
Imao  Sn«ll 
Mos«8  Wales 
Bcoj"  LinAeld 
Sam'  Linfielil 
Will*  Liaflald,  id. 

Bcnj"  Howard 

iMUMSpflV 

Atb«rton  W*l«* 

Joliii  Ppcar 
John  liurrage 
Fr«d«Fi«k  TLmA 

Jitiues  KiDgtiinn 
Oliver  ThKjar 
BM«Clftrk 
Nuh:  Sp«ftr 
Adonijah  Frvnch 
Jim:  Eiford 
John  Franoh 
Sain'  Stetaon 
Jobn  Nilea 
J«a«  SpMV 
Joshua  S}i«»r 
lleortDg  Spear 
Eb«B'  CniM 


J«i^  Kiagowit 

Iiraol  Beal» 
John  White 
Will-  LinlleM 
Hry:  Ladden 
Adam  IIulli« 
Nnth'  IIubb<«. 
Gidton  StctMiB 
I>m>  Clark 

Jon'  lirlflu-r 

Sam'  Belcher 
Bph"  B«lalMr 
Sam)  Belebar,  Jt, 
Jobn  Ma/ 
Tnmt  Thsyar,  Jr. 
Lewiron  Howard 
Aron  Howard 
Micah  Whtto 
8ilM  CUrk 
Abiog«r  noward 

Seth  Jtiin,  .Inn'. 

Tlmolb^-  Tba)'er 
Sattt*  Th«y«r 
Elia«  ?|.cii.r 
loh<i  Holbrook 
Howard  Faxon 

Jnn*  *'«rti» 
Jcrx  .Monk 


j  PMltloA  WhM  ir«  think  Will  tm  to  tbair  adratef*  m 

I  oam  and  Equally  m  that  Wp  am  Willing  that  tfio  mectiniri 
I  Shall  bv  held  Alteruatvi^  au<i  tbat  our  lireatbreu  of  tb«  t-itiA 
I  South  Precinct  shall  have  Every  odTantag*  from  the  Suffra^ 
of  the  PeopI*  at  Large  if  We  Contiane  tog«tb«r  WUboot 
Separation  Whteh  th«y  Shall  have  any  Just  Rcafon  to  Bxpcet 
and  at  the  !<anic  time  that  We  may  Experience  the  «ntue  b*o«TO- 
losoa  from  th«m  md  that  We  miy  Contioue  together  ia 
Biatherly  Lot*  aad  Uaify  1*  die  Slaecar  aad  bewtj  Wiih  of 
Vn  the  Babwrlben. 


[ladnreed  on  luMk  u  Iblhnra:] 

"  In  tin-  Hni:*,.  i,f  nP[irrH'H(:itivt>s.  IT'''.  \7'?1. 

"  Read  A  ouuiuiiited  to  the  ttaiiding  Committee  oa  Inoor- 
pontloBS,  to  eoatider  repwt. 
**  Beat  ap  Itar  eoaourreMei 

"D.  COBB,  Spk\ 

"In  ScuaU,  Janr  I7W. 
"  Bead  A  Oownirred. 

"SAM"-,  PHILLIPPS, 


*' We  the  Sobacribors  Inhabitnnla  of  the  Now  Kurth  Prc- 
oiDot  !n  Braiatree  brtag  Doepljr  impreat  With  the  Dieagree- 
able  SUnatloD  of  thk  oaoe  Respectable  Town  of  Braiatree  a 
Town  Which  bus  Proiluoed  t^Kiiie  of  the  first  Cbaractorg 
anwngat  uaa  kind  and  Even  thoM  Who  have  ariten  to  Exalted 
Stationa  AaioBftit  the  Ruler*  of  our  Conatry.  the  old  North 
rri'.'iih't  :i  i-f  nil .  li.ly  L;,,t  .ifrrniin  11-  :iii'-l  i  ii  m  r|H  inili-.l  into  a 
Town  by  the  Same  ot  Quincy  and  <jur  Brcuihren  of  the  Suutb 
Preeiaot  are  Now  Petitloaing  the  Goaeral  Coart  to  be  aet  off  and 
incorfiornted  into  n  Town  by  Simio  other  name  should  the 
Prayer  of  iheir  I'l^tii  i..n  ;;riiiiU'<l  there  will  be  but  a  small 
Fart  of  their  old  Tt>wii  nf  lliilniroc  left  t4>  bare  up  the  Name, 
It  iippeiir.o  to  u«  tbut  tlio  Uen.oona  Why  our  Brethren  in  the 
South  rreeim-t  are  aiming  to  git  off  from  ua  if  that  they  Siip- 
jioju  the  Number  of  Inhftl>itiinls  in  this  Now  north  Precinct 
Will  be  greater  than  in  tbo  6uutb  Preoinot  and  by  thai  meana 
tbey  Will  be  Exposed  to  have  Voted  troat  theai  thoae  Prlvt* 
legoB  Wliii-^h  tbey  llavo  n  .hut  Uight  to.  now  to  Enco  (ho 
Btinda  of  our  Brethren  in  that  Hetpect  We  tbe  Subscribers  do 


Jaaiea  Fazaa 

wiiiiftin  AINU 

jsiisaa  jTiaoaa 

Adaai  Habart 

Wiiitain  Hngg 

#oaaiBaa  xaayer 

jMian  rrenoB 

Cn' ^  in  Tliiiycr 

Dnrnnbni*  T!.:ivt  r 

Abruhnm  Thayer 

Jonatbaa  Holbrook 

AnibNiM  flulii^Br^ 

Jonathan  Tbnyer,  Jr* 

i  Dotnns  iioiiity  «i  r. 

Nathnnial  Thnyer 

^atuaniei  llollis 

MoeeM  Holbrook 

WIIJUSD  new 

Laleb  llolbrook,  ia. 

f)l^t«*e«.l  TKava>» 

i\icD»ni  1  nnjrcr 

I'nilip  1  nnyer 

Kobert  Hay  den 

Wiliiani  inayor 

Caleb  uooart 

joaaiBttB  ueroy 

iBoaaa  wiia 

f   i_  _  .  ■   

JoKbua  >:itii|>.")n 

Lemuel  Clark 

Caleb  Uayward 

Benjamin  Uaydea,  Jr. 

Abljab  Allea 

James  Peaaiman 

Ebcnczpr  Tliuver,  Jr. 

Eli  Uny  len 

Culeb  Faxon 

Ebeneior  Denton 

Zaohariah  H.  Thajar 

losapk  Allea 

Xehemiuh  IIuyd«ll»Jri 

Jo»iab  Vinton 

Fliphut  Thnyer 

Williaiu  Pennitnao 

Silits  Wild 

Bartlaeas  Wbita 

Mieah  Wild 

IttONMt  Batat 

Jonathan  Wild 

Daatel  Loriag 

Levi  Wild 

Jonalban  liaywnnl 

Samuel  Holbrook 

Natbaoiel  Uayward 

Calob  Freneh 

Hobart  dark 

Lemuel  Vca«io 

Jobn  ilayward 

Jauiee  Tower 

William  Uarmoa 

BIkaaab  Thayer 

Nshemlah  Holbrook 

Epiiraim  Itliincfaard,  Jr. 

J  ease  I'rait" 

6eth  Gopelaod 

"CoNifOXWxALTfi  w  MAMAcnncm. 
-'  In  till  .v>  ar  of  oar  Lord  Oaa  ThooMnd  Sevea  flaadradaad 

Kinety-tbree. 

Ax  Act/tr  ituMjforMimf  tk*  A»ulft  PrttXmufdtt  TmMrf 
Iti  aimree  in  the  Countf  »f  SuffoH  mlo  a  ■qMrofe  Tamhgii* 

n'inif  iif  Rand'ilph. 

"  Iif>  ii  funded  4y  tht  Smnlr  atitt  Houte  of  llrprcrHtatipf 
0«MCra^  Oouri  atrmhUd.,  and  6y  lA*  aulhority  u/  ike  mamt,  That 
the  lands  oompriMd  within  the  South  Preoinot  in  BraiotrM.ai 
the  name  i.«  now  hounded,  with  tbo  inbubititius  Jrtulhn.;  llic"'- 
on,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  inoorporated  into  a  town,  by  tb« 
nane  of  Randolph ;  and  the  said  town  of  Raadolpb  Is  beieby 
iiive^i'  1  "iih  nil  the  powerf,  privilegoi,  and  iiumuu'iis*  to 
which  towns  within  this  Commonwealth  are,  or  may  b«,so> 


hereby  apoa  oar  Words  and  Honour  Whieh  la  tbe  Katura  of  ^  tiUod,  agreeably  to  th«  Coaetitativa  aad  Lawa  of  lbs  saM 

tbe  thing  i>  tilt  elron){<  .«t  obUg.iti-  n  tli  i*  Wc  can  lay  our  .Selvo*  Comuionwenltb. 

Dader  Engage  that  We  Will  nt  Aii  tiui«  n.^  fur  u"  Wo  iire  able  "  ,iii(/  hr  it  further  t»<iclid,  Ay  thf  nuthnrilg  u/orc*aid.  That 
prareat  their  baviag  Just  Cru>u  of  Cumplnlnt  in  tb^it  Ue.<peet  ^  ibe  inhabitants  of  the  aaid  towa  of  Baadolph  ahalt  pay  sH  ih« 
■ad  Va  do  hereby  Daalara  that  if  they  Will  Withdraw  their  |  arrears  «f  taxes  wbioh  hava  baoa  assessed  npott  tbsas  hr  ^ 


_  Digiii^etUsy-Googte^ 
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ttn  of  BniBtvM,  «ad  tlwll  rapport  any  poor  ponos  or  pormi 

wbo  have  licr<  I'ifivre  VrtM'H,  nr  now  are,  iniiiil>itiint«  uf  llmt  jiurt 

of  Bnunlrcc  wbicb  i«  berebjr  iocorpormted,  and  are  or  inajr  be- 
•MM  <hMgiBhI«^  amd  wbo  iImII  not  bktro  obtalB«d  •  Mttl«a«iit 

elMwbere,  when  thrv  maj  become  <  h«rgi'iil)Io :  fin>1  tueb  poor 
penon  or  p«rfon«  luay  be  returned  itt  the  U'wu  uf  Rundolpb,  in 
IboiMiO  Wlkjr  aod  manner  that  jtaupcrs  may,  by  tair,  be  re- 
tmml  t«  tb«  towB  or  dttlriet  to  wbiob  tbejr  belong.  And  tbo 
iBkaUtaoU  of  tho  Mid  town  of  Randolph  eball  pay  their  pro- 
portion uf  all  debt«  now  due  from  the  town  of  Braintree,  and 
iball  he  eotitled  to  roowro  tboir  pr«portloD  of  «ll  dabu  utd 
monfy*  now  duo  to  tho  Mid  town  of  Bniintreo;  Md  ftlto  Iboir 

pr  p'irti>jii;iblu  jiiirt  i>{  all  '.Ou-r  |ir<'(irrtv  "{  ihr  tnwn  of 

Braintree,  of  what  kind  or  description  eotTer.  Proridtd  al- 
m»f*,  Ybat  tb*  IsiidB  beloBf  Int  to  tbs  Mid  t««ra  of  BMiatrM, 
for  the  pnrf  o«e  uf  tiintntainins-schonls,  ^hnM  b<>  ilivii!<-'l  Kctncpn 
tbe  laid  town  of  Rraintree  and  the  laid  town  of  huiidolph,  in 
tin  WBB  proportion  u  tiMy  woro  loportireljr  MNMod  for  tho 
|isjmeDt  of  the  last  ^tate  tax. 

"PaoviDEp  sr.\r.HT»KhKS»f  und  h«  it  /nrther  euacitd.  That 
aey  of  the  inhabitant*  now  dwelling  witlliB  tbo  bounds  uf  said 
hmn  of  iUndolpb,  wbo  bBTO  lOBOBiliBtod  Bgainrt  the  dirision 
«f  Ibe  town  of  BimintrM,  and  wbo  tnj  ba  dMiroBR  of  belonging 
t')  fsiJ  town  of  Uraintree,  tball,  at  any  time  witliin  «i.x  inunMi-i 
boat  tbe  paaaiag  of  tbia  aet,  bjr  rataming  tbeir  names  to  the 
flaerrtarj^  OAoo,  Bad  aigniiyiDg  tbair  daaiTa  of  bdoagtBg  to 
lAlrJ  Untintreo,  have  that  prii  il.-:;'',  an  l  Ktiiilf,  with  tlioir  polL" 
tod  eetales,  belong  to  and  be  a  part  of  eaid  ISrointrci;,  by  pay- 
ing tbair  proportion  of  all  toxw  wbleb  abnll  bava  boon  laid  on 

(laid  trwn  of  Itatr'i'i1(.h,  ) ireviotijsly  fn  thrir  thu«  roiurning  their 
namef,  a?*  ilivy  wttulii  Ity  l<i»  liuvi.-  Ijvt  n  h'.l  lt  u  ti)  pay  had  they 
conlinuud  to  be  n  pnrt  of  the  (own  of  Randolph. 

"  And  if  it  /nriktr  «H«eUd  bjf  tfi*  'tnth'n  itjf  a/orfiid,  Tbat 
Eamoel  Nile»,  Esq.,  b«  and  bo  It  hereby  autbortied  to  ianio  bit 
iftrraot,  dirircted  to  tume  principal  inhal'itiint  of  the  mid  t'>wii 
«f  Bandolpb,  requiriai  him  to  warn  and  giro  notieo  to  the  iu- 
labitanta  of  tbo  Mid  town,  loanomble  and  me«t,  at  aoua  ■dlt> 
«He1i;ii.-  (il.!'  !'.  ill  tf;.-  ^  li  !  I  .uii  uf  It.i ii  lij .  :i-  -  Kin  as 
eoaveniently  may  be,  to  choose  all  such  Onioem  iia  town*  nrv  re- 
tailed toebooee^  at  tbolr  annnal  town-aeetingiBtbo  nionlb  af 
Jfjirfh  itT  Aj>n!,  nnnaallr. 

"  In  the  Houueof  Keprc»enUliTe»,  .M.^rch  iili,  17W.  This 
Bill  bsTiBf  had  tbraa  aovonl  raadlBp,  paaaad  to  be  BniMtad. 

'*8aBt  np  Ibr  ooneBrtinoe. 

"  DArm  Coaa,  Spkr. 

«  Ib  Bennla,  MatBh  M,  Vm. 
"  Thif  Bill  bBTingbad  two  aeverBl  readlnga,  panad  to  be 

enacted. 

"Sabl.  PniLUn,  PrmU. 

"By  the  n..\-erBor, 
"  Approved  Mar«b  »lb,  1793. 

"JoBN  HabcocB." 
[Atlaebad  to  the  origiaal  parebmeBt  «opy  of  tbo  (bragfttagaot 

i«  the  following  i«np|>'rin(  rtury  lurntT'cDl  :] 

"  WuBRKA}*,  Uy  an  uct  uf  tlif  Urvitt  and  (icncrnl  Cunrt  poJiod 
la  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 1'J-l.  ineorpumtinf;  a  jmrt  uf  the  town 
of  Braintrve  intou  town  by  the  name  of  Randolph,  4  whercn«  a 
Damberof  pcru>n!,  whctse  munee  are  hereafter 8nb«oribc*i,  living 
•itbia  tbo  limltii  of  tli^  u<>»  town  uf  Uaiidolph,  ili<i  petition 
tbat  wa  migbt  atill  balong  to  latd  town  of  Jiraintree,  and  the 
BnenI  Conn  did  in  tbe  ineorporatiDg  act  grant  u<  the  prayer 
of  our  petition,  that  wc  «huiil>l  »till  hi-l.iiig  tu  »iii<i  t'lwn  .if  Hniin- 
tne,  by  iMving  onr  naatca  with  tbe  tieoreCiury  of  this  Common. 
BMlIb,  wawboaaBBfflMBra  borMllarrabaoribedinqBert  ttaatoar 
'  baeattrad  In  flnid  oOn*,  tbat  wa  wiib  all  oar 


and  pri  vilaigoB  nmy  alill  bolOBg  to  Mid  town  of  Bmtntraa,  t^rao- 
ablo  to  mM  iaaorpontlDg  aot, 

"Samc&l  CiiKrjiiiA.x, 
LBTt  Tbatbk, 

"AbUAHAM  .Ii>NK!). 

"BBAIBTBIti,  JoBe  Ath,  17«.'). 

"SccRCTABY'aOrricE,  June  13tb,  I79<H. 
*'  Beaelrad  andnanaxad  to  tbo  aat  abot o  maaUonad. 

".Tonii  Avehv.  .Tt  \ .,  .V,  ■ 'y, 
"  Aogutt  lOlh,  1793.    I  Join  in  the  above  re<^ue«t  to  belong  aa 
baratofora  to  Iba  town  of  Braintioa,  flonth  Praolnot. 

'*TiiiOT>r  TaArBB." 


Peyton  Randolph,  for  wliotu  the  town 
wn^  horn  in  Virginia  ia  \72'i.  He  was  the  xnoond 
son  of  Sir  John  llaodolpb,  and  was  graduated  at  Wil> 
liam  and  AUry  College.  He  studied  Jaw  nttke  Tempi* 
in  London^  appointed  in  1748  njti  tttomcj- 
gcneral  for  V^ir^iioia,  and,  fattvias  been  elected  to  tlie 
Hmisc  of  nnr::c«.si  s,  hwame  chairman  of  a  committee 
lo  revise  the  Ihw.s  of  Vir<;inia.  lo  1752  he  visited 
England  a  oomniiiiionw  to  sei^  redreie  for  griev- 
enoefli  end  in  1764  framed  the  renonstianee  of  tbe 
ilonee  of  Bnr^e»K<>.H  to  the  king  agaioet  the  peang^  of 
the  stamp  act ;  but  ufter  its  passage  he  diHconntonanccd 
Patrick  Henrj's celebrated  "  five  resolutions"  of  17G5. 
He  resigned  the  o&oe  of  attorney -general  in  1766, 
and  was  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Bttrgesses  for  several 
years  thereafter.  He  wa»  chairman  of  the  ••  com*- 
initti'L-  uf  vL'ilance,"  chosen  Mnreh  10.  1773,  ;iim1  was 
an  efficient  worker  io  promoting,  through  correspond- 
ence, a  eoneen  of  aetion  with  the  other  culouien. 
He  preeided  over  tbe  Virginia  eonvention  at  Wil- 
liamsburg  in  Anguet,  1774}  waa  chosen  a  dcicirate 
to  th<>  (Vntinental  Con«;TpRs  ;  was  lirst  President  of 
that  biuiy  upon  its  ine<iliti«;  at  Carpenters'  Hall, 
Philatlulpliiu,  uu  Sept.  5, 1774,  though  from  ill  health 
be  soon  resigned  that  poat;  presided  over  the  second 
Virginia  eobvcntioo  at  Richmond,  on  March  20, 
1775 ;  was  a^ain  chosen  Spenkcr  of  the  Contiitental 
CongrtiHs  when  it  reassembled  at  Philadelphia  on 
Way  10,  1775,  but  resigned  May  24th,  returning  lo 
Virginia  to  preside  over  tbe  House  of  Btirgeasss.  A 
few  months  later  he  rcounied  his  scut  in  (yonpress. 
He  died  of  apoplexy  at  Philadelphia  on  Oct.  22,  1775, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  William  and  Mary 
College,  tiia  memory  was  atill  fresh  io  the  mincU 
of  bis  countrymen,  therefore,  when,  less  than  eighteen 
years  later,  it  became  neoessary  for  the  sturdy  patriots 
wh'i  were  (he  pioneer*  of  fht'  prefsen?  town  of  Kun- 
doiph  lo  fix  upon  u  naiue  lor  iheir  young  muuici- 
pality.  Who  shall  say  that  they  did  not  make  a 
wise,  a  wortliy,  and  a  dignified  selection? 
,  The  first  town<meeting  wa^*  held  on  April  1, 1751;^, 
I  by  virtae  of  a  wanant  iaaued  by  Hon.  Samuel  Nilea, 
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in  aeoordaDoe  with  a  provision  contalued  in  the  acfeof  |  preoeding  year  were  re-alMtcci.  Seventy-three  TOtef 
incfirpontion.  Dr.  Kjihraiui  Wales  was  chosen  mod- 
erator; Samuel  Bns-^.  Ksq  ,  clnrk  and  treasurer; 
Joseph  White,  Jr.,  ]>r.  Ebeiiezer  Aiden.  and  Micah 
Whita,  Jr.,  leleotiDfln.  Samuiel  Ban,  Esq.,  Col.  Setli 
Tuniar,  and  Lieut.  Nathaniel  NUes  were  appointed  a 
committee  tn  si  ulo  witii  the  town  of  Braintree.  The 
whole  miDiber  ui  ballots  cast  for  Governor  was  eighty, 
of  which  John  UuDcuck,  Esq.,  had  scvcntj-five  ;  El- 
bridge  Geny,  Esq.,  foar ;  Samud  Adams,  Baq.,  one. 
The  number  of  ballots  cast  for  Lieutenant-Governor 
was  fifty  four,  of'w  Iiieli  Saniii.  l  Adams,  Esq..  liad  fifty- 
three,  and  John  lianeock,  Ksq.,  one.  'Samuel  iias.*!, 
Esq.,  was  elected  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
Hay  16, 1793.  At  tbe  anoiud  meeting  of  the  year 
1794  the  town  officers  of  the  preceding  year  were 
re  elected  and  the  following TOtea,  among  othen,  were 
passed  : 


"  K«(ed,  Tb»ttb«  oommittw  ttpp^intcd  to  wttle  with  Brftin- 
tree  tball  apply  Ibr  a  dlviaioii  of  powd«r  and  ballt,  Mid  in  omc 

of  a  doioiWcv  the  aclvctiiiun  um'  rn^iM'-i  <•']  t' >  ]ir' m  u  r>' 

Yottd,  That  the •eleoliucn  be  rec|uc»ieil  lo  buiUl  a  powiler- 
lumM  in  mae  ■uitabla  place,  aeeording  to  their  diieretieB. 


were  cast  for  Governnr, — si.Kty-ei;„'lit  fur  S.imnfl 
Adams,  and  five  for  Increuj»e  Sumner,  Esq. ;  and  for 
LieuleDautrGovemor,  twenty  for  Moecs  Gill,  and  forty 
for  Benjamlii  AusUo.  At  a  towo-meetiog  beM  Nor. 
7,  1796,  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  Congress  in 
tlir  srfoiid  southern  di.-trict,  Rev.  .T'llm  Ueed,  of 
Bridgewaler,  received  nineteen  votes,  and  iiev.  Sam- 
uel Niles,  of  Abiugton,  eigbteea.  At  the  same  meet* 
ing  tbe  votea  for  an  eleotor  of  Preaident  and  Yioe*^ 
President  of  the  United  States  iti  ilte  same  dutrict 
stood  ns  follows  :  Hon.  Edward  H.  Bobbins.  f'Ven  ; 
William  Seaver,  twelve;  Ebenczer  Thayer,  twenty- 
one  ;  Benjamin  Bcalc,  two.  In  1797  the  town  clerk, 
treasurer,  and  Mleotmen  d'tbe  proTiotta  year  were  re- 
eleoted.  Tbe  votes  for  Governor  were:  Increase 
Sumner,  seventeen  ;  Mosa-*  Gill,  fifteen  ;  James  Sul- 
livan, fifty -seven  ;  for  Lieutenant  Govcmor,  Moses  Gill, 
thirty-three.  Oo  May  1 5th,  Samuel  Bass  was  dected . 
representative,  but  deslined  serving,  end  tbe  meeting 
ills-^olved.  Tbe  \  '  :\T  1798  brought  no  change  in  the 
town  officers,  rmd  at  tlie  annual  meeting  a  committee 
was  chosen,  cunsi^iiug  of  Maj.  Barnabas  Clark,  Lieut. 


"  Votril,  That  tij!'  'urM  Turr  nf  tng1i«;iv«       Jirootcd  to  ujifin  j 

all  town  roado,  enjieoaii.v  thai  near  Ziba  Hayil«n'«;  unJ  that  1  Nathaniel  Nilcs,  Joscph  Wbito.  Sftmuel  Temple,  and 
ThouiHii  \Vitio«'  (ii«trict  b«  niiowed  tofmMaaew  roadaMrto  |  Samuel  Baas,  to  petition  Congreaa  not  to  allow  our 


Bd*krd  Fttxutt'B,  if  the;  pt«uo, 

**  Voftd,  To  l*j  oat  s  rond  from  Solonioa  White'*  to  Simeon 
Thajror**,  provided  the  laail  be  girea. 

This  year,  of  scventy-ftTO  ballots  cast  for  Qovernor, 
MXty-seven  were  for  Samod  Adams ;  and  of  seventy- 
one  for  Lieatenant-Goveroor,  William  Heath  had  sixty. 

Samuel  Bow  was  re-elected  representative.  At  n 
town-meeting  held  Oct.  G,  179'!,  it  was  voted  to  pay 
•veiy  soldier  who  may  enlist,  or  bo  enrolled,  into  the 
ConUnental  serviee^  fifteen  dollan  a  month  ftxt  netnat 
serviee,  indurlin^'  the  Continental  pay  ;  and  six  shil- 
lincs  to  eaeli  soldier  for  mustering.  Tt  whs  a1«n 
voted  that  should  any  of  tbe  light  horsemen  enlist,  or 
be  drafted,  in  thb  town  for  tbe  Oonttnenlal  nrmy, 
there  shall  be  one,  and  one  only,  endtled  to  reoeire 
the  same  pay  from  the  town  as  a  foot-soldier.  In 
1795,  Sainue!  Bass  wns  re-eleeted  town  elerk  nnd 
treasurer,  and  Samuel  Bas.«<,  Joseph  VVhite,  Jr.,  and 
Micah  White  were  chosen  selectmen.  Hon.  Samuel 
Adams  bad  nxty-tbree  votes  for  Governor,  and  Moses 
Gill,  Esq.,  fifty-two  votes  for  Lieutenant  n  n  enior.  On 
May  6th  of  that  year  the  town  voted  in  tavor  of  a 
remion  of  the  coostitution, — twenty-four  yeas  against 
nine  nays.  Tbe  same  year,  also,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  not  to  aend  n  rqtreaentative  to  the  Gensral 
Court.  At  the  aonaal  town-meetiog  in  1796,  held 
April  4th,  Dr.  Ebenezer  A  Men  was  chosen  moderu- 


merebantmen  to  arm  their  vessels  at  sea.   Of  si  xi  . 

six  votes  enst  for  Governor,  Increase  Sumner  had 
eleven  ;  William  Heath,  fifty-two  ;  James  Sullivan, 
two.  For  Lieutenant-Governor,  Moses  Gill  bad 
thirty-fonr,  and  William  Heath,  one.  On  May  3d  it 
was  voted  unanimously  not  to  send  a  representative 
to  the  General  Court  that  year.  The  nnnunl  raeetins: 
for  the  year  1799  was  heldoo  April  1st,  when  Deacon 
Zaocbeua  Thayer  was  chosen  town  clerk  and  treas- 
urer, and  Capt.  Thomas  Frenob,  Joseph  White,  and 
Micah  White,  selectmen.  It  was  voted  to  give  a 
premititii  of  twenty-five  eents  a  head  on  all  old  crows 
killed  in  the  town  between  May  1st  and  June  Ist.  "  the 
beads  to  be  exhibited  to  the  town  clerk  within  one 
week  after  they  are  killed.''  William  Heath  received 
one  hundred  and  twenty  votes  for  Governor,  Increase 
Sumner,  eleven,  luid  Mose.s  Oill,  two.  For  Ijietttenant- 
Governor,  Moses  Gill  had  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
votes,  and  William  Heath,  one.  The  town  sent  oo 
representative  to  the  General  Court  during  that  year. 
In  1800,  Samuel  Ba-ts  was  elected  town  clerk  and 
treasurer,  and  Samuel  Bass,  Joseph  White,  and  Micah 
White  selectmen.  Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry  received 
one  hundred  and  nine  votes  for  Governor,  and  Uoo. 
Caleb  Strong  twenty-one  votes.  For  LteuteoanVGev* 
eruor,  Moses  Gill  had  one  hundred  and  sixteen  volM| 
and  Williatu  Ileatli,  six.  On  May  15th  Josn>ph  NVhite 
tor,  and  tlie  derk,  treasurer,  and  selectmen  of  the  <  waa  elected  representative  to  the  General  Court  bj 


Digitized  by  Google 


&AMX)LPH. 


198 


Ymt. 

£S0 

M 

50 

«250 

1797  

mk 

200 

260 

1800  

  MO 

m 

ftrtj-two  out  of Mv«iit7«4»e  votes  caoCb  At  an  olectioa  ]  rim,  f«d  by  refbae  Uai  or  oomo  nmitar  mbotanoe,  and 
lidd  Norember  3d,  Josiah  Smith  reeaive'I  seventy-  a  marBelj-made  tin  lamp  coustruiteJ  ou  the  same 
three  votes,  Xaliutu  Mitchell  eighteen,  and  Benjamin  pritjciple.  The  st:<te  of  the  nuids  torb:uii>  tlip  use  of 
Wbiiman  t'oar,  us  repre^eQtative  to  CoogNSB  from  the  wheeled  carriages  tor  (he  convejaoce  of  persons.  Bc- 
aecood  soatbero  district.  tweca  thiii  tuwu  and  Abington  and  South  Wejuioath 

The  fidkwing  table  ozbtbita  at  ooe  ▼iew  the  I  lh«n  was  no  oommitaleationexoept  through  the  woodi 
aBoaoti  Tuaed  for  town  and  school  ezpeusoe,  rcspec-  j  by  bridlA>patha.  Market-meo  conveyed  iheir  articles 
lirely,  in  each  or  the  years  from  1793  to  1800,  iocla-  to  Boston  in  pauiards  [panniers ?J.  The  principal 
aire,  as  given  by  I^r.  Alden :  road  to  Boston  was  through  Braintree  and  Quincy  to 

,  Milton  Mills,  thence  through  Dorchester  and  Koxbury. 
]  The  toad  throngh  the  Bine  HUlt  tras  esceediii|{ly 
J  wenitous  and  nearly  impassable.    What  wouiil  our 
fathers  of  tliut  pcrio<l  hiWf  thnii::;ht  nf  !»  in;_''  wliuoled 
through  the  air  to  the  metrupoli!<  in  thirty  minutes 
after  leaving  their  homes,  and  that  iudepeudcutlj  of 
I  horse*  or  ox-power?  If  such  a  thing  had  been  pra* 
dieted  as  pos.sible,  would  they  not  have  excLiimed) 
'  B»'hold  f  if  the  Lord  wunM  innkf  wiminws  in  heaven 
might  this  thing  be?'  "    And  the  prei^ent  writer  hopes 
I  it  is  not  irreverent  to  inquire  what  Dr.  Aldeu  himself 
I  would  have  "  exclaimed*'  had  any  one  told  him,  even 
in  his  later  day,  that  the  time  would  eome,  for  instance, 
wh«n  H  ri;»nd..I|ili  citizni  mifrbt  converse  with  a  friend 
miles  away  over  a  extender  wire?    The  world  does 
move,  and  the  end  is  not  yet. 

The  original  town  of  Randolph  waa  bounded  on  the 
noitli  ly  Milton,  Quincy,  and  Braintree;  easterly, 
by  Weymouth;  southerly,  by  Abington  and  Nnrtli 
BriJgewater  (the  latter  being  the  prenent  thriving 
I  young  city  of  Brockton)  ;  weaterly,  by  Stoughtou  and 
I  Canton.   Ita  length  from  nonh  to  south  was  about 
seven  miles;  its  breadth,  from  one  und  one-half  to 
four  miles;  its  bcinin;:,'  rmm  lin'  Statu  II  >u~i>  in  Bos- 
ton south,  four  degrees  eubt ;  distance  trom  the  ritate- 
Uousc,  thirteen  miles.    Its  average  distauce  from  the 
'  sea  was  about  six  miles ;  average  elevation  above  tide* 
water,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  area,  about 
"  Kandolph  was  a  quiet,  agricultural  ]iari>h.  contain-    eighteen  cijunre  mil*^,  or  oleven  tlinu>  unl  four  hun- 


The  Bohool  nw»ey  was  annually  distributed  among 
thp  flistrict.'?  awordint?  to  the  number  of  families  con- 
lained  in  each.    During  tlii-  jieriod,  and  for  many 
jeais  subsoquontly,  the  higliway  tax  was  assessed  sep-  ^ 
aialdy,  committed  to  the  surveyors  in  the  several  dia«  | 
tricts,  and  was  made  payable  in  labor  on  the  road  at 
a  fixwl  price  per  day,  varying  in  different  years  from 
three  shillings  to  one  dollar,  the  latter  being  the  most 
cumioou  allowaacc.    The  number  of  poor  was  not 
great,  and  they  were  boarded  and  eared  for  in  some 
ef  the  fiimilicH  of  the  town,  being  usually  let  out  to 
the  lowest  bidder.    The  whole  number  thus  supported 
ia  ISOO  was  seven,  and  the  price  paid  per  week  varied 
ftWD  Is.  5J.  to  5s.,  the  average  being  rather  more  than  | 
kdr  a  dollar.   Peraons  so  supported  were  oommonly  | 
aUe  to  perform  some  light  labor,  which  was  for  the 
b*»ncfit  i(f'  the  fnnulie.s  in  which  thi'v  resided,  and 
(limininhcd  the  expense  ot'  their  sui'|Mit.  Clothing 
■ad  other  extraordinary  chargtfH  weru  paid  for  by  the 
town. 

"S'  Vt  iity  yean  i^o,"  wrote  Dr.  Aldeu  in  18."i7 


ing  probably  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred 
snd  forty  families,  and  o(A,  far  from  seven  hundred 
mhabitants.   With  the  «[teeptioo  of  a  few  persons 


dr<>d  and  thirty  tive  acres,  of  which  Poukapog  I'ond 
occupies  one  hundred  and  six  acres,  Great  Pood  (for- 
merly called  More's  Pond)  thirty-eight  seres,  and  other 


(perhaps  one  hundred  connected  with  the  society  of  ponds  about  ten  acres.  The  summit  level  between 
Rev.  Mr.  Brigu'^*,  then  recently  orgiinizid  .  nil  met    Miissaeliu^rtts  and  Narragansctt   Hrn-s  lay  in  the 


together  in  one  congregation  for  public  worship  ou 
the  Sskbbatb.    Such  waa  their  confidence  in  each  , 


soutiteriy  portion  of  the  town,  one  hundrKi  and 
thirty-four  feet  above  high-water  mark  at  Weymouth 
ether  that  probably  not  twenty  families  thought  of  Landing.   A  narrow  valley  paaeed  through  the  town 


bolting  the  doom  of  their  dwellings  at  night.  A 
paint.d  house  was  an  unusnal  sight.  A  earpet  oti 
a  floor  was  rarely  seen ;  not  a  dozen  were  to  be  lound 
in  the  town  when  it  was  incorporated.  Tallow  caudles 
of  domestie  mannfaoture  were  used  ht  fights.  There 
went  no  Ismps  then  in  use  but  the  primitive  one  of  an 
iron  cop  with  a  wiek  projeeting  from  one  wde  over  the 

13 


from  north  to  south.  Through  this  valley  flowed 
the  roehatn  lliver,  whieh  had  its  rl>e  in  Howard's 
meadow  and  the  Midule  swamp  in  the  southerly  part 
of  the  town,  forming  .a  dividing  line  between  the 
East  and  West  villages,  and  reeoiving,  as  it  progressed, 
ai  res^ona  from  streams  rising  in  the  Thi  t-e,  Bear,  and 
Tnnicawaton  awampa.   The  soil  waa  denominated 
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**ttiniogt*'  Mid  w*8  in  mmy  parti  rooky ;  the  aarftee 

WW  undulating,  witfaont  great  elevations  m  deep  de- 
prefisions.  The  two  principal  villuL'i'S  were  situated 
OD  roads  about  one  mile  dijitant,  en^t  and  west,  from 
the  Cochato  River,  ruoning  parallel  with  it,  and  were 
lespectivelj  known  u  **W«Rt  Randolph*'  and  ''Bast 
Randolph.' 

When  what  is  now  known  as  the  OUl  Colony  Rail- 
Toad  was  built,  the  line  running  From  South  Bmiutree, 
by  the  way  of  Bridgwater  and  Middleboro',  to  Fall 
Rhrer,  piesed  midway  between  the  two  vilhges.  The 
Btation  (the  same  which  is  now  known  aa  liolbrook) 
was  called  Ramlolpli.  Pnmp  yrars  Inter,  hnwever, 
when  the  railroad  line  from  South  BraiDlrec  to  Fall 
River,  via  Taunton,  was  ^instructed,  it  was  laid  out 
direetly  thrangh  the  village  of  Weit  Randolph}  and 
gave  a  new  im|:K?tus  to  the  busincsi  of  that  section  of 
the  town.  The  ICast  and  Weat  villages  did  not  ^rrtw 
together,  however,  an  was  hoped,  and  finally,  in  ld72, 
Eaat  Randolph  was  inoorporated  aa  Holbrook  (treated 
at  length  deewhere  in  thta  volume),  and  the  word 
**  Weat"  was  forever  dropipeJ  from  the  appellation  of 
the  retiiaininix  village,  now  tlio  town  of  Randolph. 
Under  appropriate  heads  will  be  given  particulars  of 
the  development  of  the  town  in  various  directions. 
Knt  in  importanoe,  ae  in  inteseat,  Che  ehnrdieB  daim 
attention. 

Ecdeaiaetical  History.— The  year  1727  found 
so  many  inhabitantii  at  the  south  end  of  the  South 
Precinct  of  Braintree  (the  territory  now  covered  by 
the  towns  of  Randolph  and  Holbrook),  and  they  were 
ao  distant  from  th<nr  old  meeting-house,  that  they  de- 
tcriniiied  to  have  a  precinct,  mcetniL;-hoM$c,  nnd  min- 
ister of  their  own.  Their  petition  to  this  offect  to  the 
General  Court  (still  preserved)  is  dated  Dec.  28, 
1727.  They  numbered  « above  forty  famillea." 
They  had  already  erected  a  "  convenient  house," 
"  though  it  wn?  not  yet  finished,"  and  were  Becking 
"  a  suitable  minister  to  preach  with  us  this  winter." 
This  petition,  signed  by  twenty-eight  leading  citizens, 
was  promptly  granted.  Regular  Sabbath  aervioes 
were  bci^un  as  early  as  the  autumn  of  1728,  perhaps 
earlier,  l)ut  it  waf  not  till  the  sprlii;_'  of  ITill  that  the 
people  Ibuud  a  minister  to  plcatie  them,  iiis  name 
was  Elisha  Eaton,  of  Taunton.  Ue  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1729.  It  was  voted  to  give  him 
"  leventy'five  pounds  a  year  for  two  years,  then  rise 
five  pounds  n  year  for  two  years,  find  then  eiirhty 
pounds  a  year  for  his  salary,"  and  also  to  give  him 
"  an  hundred  and  fiflj  pounds  for  settlement."  Mr. 
Baton  aeeepted  the  eaU,  but  the  ehureb  was  not  yet 
Olipkniied.  All  the  work  had  thus  far  been  done 
through  the  preeinet  meeting."   The  oiganiiation 


of  the  ehnroh  was  effiMsted  on  tho  the  28th  of  May, 
;  1731  (O.S.),  when  ten  persons  entered  into  solemn 

'  eovenant  witli  God  and  one  another.    Their  names 
'  were  i*]li)^lm  Eaton,  p.n.stor ;  John  Niles,  Mraos  Curtis, 
,  John  Niles,  William  Cupelaud,  Thomas  Wales,  David 
I  Barnes,  Samuel  Baas,  Joseph  White,  David  Sbne." 
Their  church  was  styled  "Tho  Third  Church  in 
Braintree."    The  minister  was  iiumediaiely  ordained, 
June  2,  1731    (U.S.)-    Of  this  event   T/i^-  B'.ntm 
News  Letter  for  June  10th  gives   the  fuliuwiug 
I  notiee: 

I  "  Brai.s ti:kk,  TiiiHK  PRKeiMT,  June  2,  1731. 

"  A  ohanb  bu  b««i  latdjr  fKtlMrad  in  this  Parish,  aod  th* 
R«T.  Mr.  Bliiba  Baton  wat  thla  day  ordained  th«  pMtor  of  it 
The  Re*-.  Mr.  I'aine,  of  Weytnoutli,  began  with  prayer.  The 
B«r.  Mr.  LewU,  of  Pombrokc,  proacbod  from  1  Cor.  ix.  27,"  I<Mt 
tbat  by  any  moans  wbon  I  havo  proaahod  noto  other*  T  nyiair 

^I.Mulll  1,0  a  .-a.-tiiwav."  Tbc  TIfv.  Mr.  Ni!<^,  ■>(  R niiji ir. •■, 
gave  the  charge,  aod  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ua^-,  of  Uingbam,  the  fel- 
lowship of  tba  ohanhw," 

The  sane  year  in  whieh  the  pasisr  was  ordained 
Thomas  Wales  was  deeted  deseon,  and  in  1733 

Samuel  Bass  was  also  appointed  to  that  office.  The 
membership  of  the  little  church  rose  durint;  the  first 
two  yean  to  thirty,  and  in  the  aubaequent  years  of 

j  Mr.  Baton's  mnustej  to  one  hwidved  and  thirty. 

I  Thefint  pastor  eontmued  in  olBee  till  June  7, 17ftO. 
He  was  afterwards  settled  in  Harpswell,  Me.,  where 
he  enjoyed  a  useful  ministry  (ill  his  death,  April  22, 
1764. 

The  mestbg-hottSB  in  whieh  Rev.  Mr.  Eaton  be- 
gan his  ministry  was  probably  ereoted  (as  has  been 

intimated  already)  in  1727.  It  was  rudely  built,  in 
keepinji  with  the  wildemees  in  which  it  stood.  Of 
paint,  fire,  steeple,  or  bell  it  never  boasted.  An  acre 
of  land  fbr  preeinet  use  was  ohtdnad  of  Joseph 
Orosby  Ibr  fbrty  shilliagk  It  han  been  taken  rod  by 
rod  by  the  demands  of  highways,  and  now  forms  the 
public  square  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  on  the 
border  of  which  the  present  church  stands.  The  fiist 
honae  Was  on  the  northessiMn  eomer  of  tlie  k»t,  and 
near  it  stood  the  original  sehool-honss,  iltnstiatiugthe 
familiar  lines  of  Whiuler  on  Our  State:" 

"Xijr  lii-Olis  tin-  -icejiiii-'.'  I'unv  liiind.^, 
While  noar  her  school  (be  chareh  spire  ata&da; 
Nor  fout  tbo  bliadod  bifot't  nila, 
WUlo  DMT  ber  obnrab  ■pin  ilandi  tho  aohooL" 

The  .seeond  minister  of  Ihis  ohurch  was  Rev. 
Moses  Taft,  of  Mcndon,  who  wa.*?  ordained  Aug.  2fi, 
1752,  having  graduated  from  Harvard  College  the 
preoediog  year.  The  ordination  sermon  (by  Rev. 
John  Shaw,  of  Bri^jnwmtsr),  with  the  other  emndsas 
of  the  occa-sion,  was  printed,  together  with  the  con- 
ftmion  of  &ith  presented  by  the  eandidste  to  the 
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couQcil,  and  which  was  declared  worthy  of  iiuitatioo  torn  waa  probably  entirely  surrendered  about  the  time 
inthcwpeRkra*  times  in  lik«  euM,  u  one  proper  ex-  '  thai  Dr.  Strong  oomnieiMMd  his  mhiatry,  when  Watti* 
pedieot  to  prereot  the  fbrther  spread  of  error  in  the    Pmlmt  and  Hymn*  superseded  the  revised  edition 


land  and  dejection  in  the  churches."  Mr.  TafV's 
pastorate  waa  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  church, 
ooreriog  thirty-nine  years  and  three  months.  He 
diad  in  office  Nov.  11, 1781 » aftet  an  honorabla  but 
not  erantfiil  mmtHrf.  The  moat  important  aeUon  of 
ihe  parish  during  this  period  was  the  erection  of  its 
second  house  of  worship,  a  beautiful  gtructure,  built 
in  1764.  Doriag  the  last  and  feeble  years  of  Mr. 
TaA  an  amiebto  pastor  was  aonght  for  hint  «<id 
Ibttnd  in  the  panon  of  Bav.  Jonathan  Strong,  who 
was  ordained  as  junior  pastor,  Jan.  28,  1789.  Mr. 
Strong  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Coltetje  in  1786, 


of  the  Bay  Ptalm-Bool,  or  Xcic  England  AaAii> 
Hotik,  which  had  lon^  been  hi  u-^c. 

It  will  be  recognized  ut  onoe  that  the  pastorate  of 
Dr.  Strong  was  not  only  important  in  itaelf,  but  also 
ooTsred  a  period  full  of  interesting  changea  and  mneii 
profrrcs.'i.  Tlie  honored  and  beloved  pastor  wns 
stricken  duwn  by  sudden  ilbiess  in  th«  prime  of  bis 
useful  life,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  Nov.  9, 
1814. 

RaT.  Tbaddena  Pomeroy  succeeded,  with  a  brief 
pastcratfi.  TTft  was  born  in  Soutbumpton,  ^^'rnihiatcd 
from   Williams  Colletre  in  ISKI,  and  was  urdained 


and  studied  divinity  with  Bev.  Ephraim  Judson,  of  poiitor  of  this  churcii  Sow  22,  IBla.  Un  the  loth 
Taunton,  by  whom  the  evdination  aermoD  waa  ,  nfDeeember,  1818,  forty  memben  of  the  ehuroh,  in- 
preached.   Tiie  aemon  was  printed.   The  miniatTy  j  elnding  its  two  deacons,  were  dismissed  to  form  the 


thns  begun  was  long  and  replete  with  interest. 

Dr.  Stronsr  was  quite  a  friant  in  his  day,  physically, 
mentally,  and  in  things  spiritual.  He  exerci^  great 
inftnenoe  in  bis  pulpit  and  ont  of  it.  In  the  eeclesi- 
aatieal  afiSura  of  the  Stale  he  tooit  an  important  part 


"Second  Church,"  located  in  East  Kandolph  (now 
Holbrooky  At  this  periotl  Sabbath-schools  were 
coming  into  favor  among  the  good  people  of  Now 
England,  and  this  ohnreh  wdeomed  the  new  method 
of  instruction.    A  school  was  esiabliahed  on  the  first 


with  the  leading  ministers  of  the  denomination.  Sabbath  in  May,  1810,  Dr.  Ebcnczcr  Alden  bcincrtho 
Several  powerful  revivals  of  religion  were  enjoyed  '  first  superintendent,  and  continuing:;  in  offire  lor 
during  Dr.  Strong's  ministry,  and  the  church  had  thirty-nine  years.  Rev.  Mr.  ruiacruy  was  disuu.«*»ed 
great  prosperity  under  his  preaching  and  pastoral  April  26,  1820,  and  on  the  28th  of  Febrnary,  1821, 
esre.  While  many  ehorches  io  the  opening  years  of  1  Rev.  Calvin  Hitcheoolc  was  installed  the  fifth  pastor 
the  century  were  seriously  distracted,  divided,  and  ;  of  the  churcli. 

some  sadly  broken  up  by  the  theolopcal  controversies  Dr.  Hitchcock  |  !"v  d  bimself  ;m  eminently  useful, 
and  religious  defections  so  rife  at  the  time,  this  ,  devoted,  and  beiuvcd  minister.  The  church  rejoiced 
ebofdi  stood  mited  in  unahaken  loyalty  to  the  doo- 1  in  marked  prosperity  under  his  hmg-oontintted  labors, 
trinea  of  evangelical  religion.  |  A  new  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  in  1826, 

It  may  be  interesting  to  remark  that  it  was  in  1813,    and  soon  after  Dr.  Ilitclieock'a  ministry  opOTfd  the 


toward  the  close  of  Dr.  Strong's  pastorate,  that  the 
custom  of  reading  the  {Scriptures  as  one  of  the  exercises 
of  pttUio  wonhip  on  the  Sabbath  was  first  adopted. 
In  Ihe  matter  of  aanging  in  the  bouae  of  the  Lord 

important  changes  had  been  made  earlier.  While 
the  people  worshiped  in  the  first  meeting-house  the 


most  powerful  revival  in  ibe  history  of  the  ehurch 
was  experienced,  ua  the  fruit  uf  which  seventy-eight 
peraona  came  into  ita  eomnnnion.  Other  sessona  of 
large  increase  were  granted  to  the  earnest  ami  united 
labors  of  pastor  and  people.  At  the  .T_'e  of  f  ixty-fuur 
the  honored  pastor  voluntarily  withdrew  from  the 


deacons  "set  tho  tune."    After  the  occupation  of  pastorate  (^June  9,  1851),  and  resided  in  Wreutbam 

the  aeoond  bouae  the  preduet  regularly  appointed  till  hk  deoease,  Dee.  3, 1867.   He  was  aooeeeded  by 

'^tnnen."   In  1778  printed  mnrio  hegm  to  be  used  Bev.  Christopher  Coniley,  who  was  ioatalted  March 

by  vote  of  the  precinct,  and  singing  "in  parts"  was  3,  1852.    He  giue  six  j-ears  of  viixornns  st  rvicc  to 

introduced,  and  soon  after  a  re<»u!3r  choir.    But  each  tho  cause  of  Christ  in  this  place,  and  was  ihen  dis- 

•tep  of  progress  ia  securing  both  excellence  and  vari-  missed,  Oct.  14,  1868.  He  was  afterwards  settled  in 
ety  in  tliia  inipertaDt  eervioe  aeems  to  bave  been  con- 1  Lawrenoe,  Mass.,  where  he  ^ed  June  26,  1866. 


Th»  anuant  Gennan  and  Bngliah  cnatom  of  I  Rev.  Henry  E.  Dwight  was  or<lairied  Bee.  29, 1869, 

"lining  off"  the  hymns  one  line  at  a  time  prevailed  '  and  dismissed  April  1, 1862  The  present  attractive 
in  this  church  till  1781.  It  was  then  voted,  as  a  '  atid  commodious  meetinL'-lion  -c  was  erected  in  isrid, 
ooncessioo  to  the  progressive  element,  that  "  the  ^  and  was  extemsively  rupairud  in  1880.  Kev.  JuhnC. 
ringam  aball  ring  liatf  the  time  by  reading  one  line,  Labaree  waa  Inatalled  Deo.  14, 1666,  and  now  i 
and  lialf  the  time  by  reading  two  ^mes  I*'  Tbia  eua- '  in  ofliea^ 
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Of  tbe  youQ<;  men  who  have  been  tnined  up  ia  I  slated  rapplics,  aod  their  (qinm  ef  Mrvioe^  m  aateruk 
tkia  church  and  coagtc^tioOt  forty^ene  hnve  received  '  (*)  denoting  those  now  dcceaeed : 

a  college  education,  twenty-one  liave  cons^'crated 
thcmselvci  tu  the  Chrietinn  ministrv.  twelve  have 
entered  the  profession  of  tuedicitio,  and  oilieis  have 
made  their  mark  in  the  legal  profettioo  and  other 
'  prominent  position.^  in  active  hfc.  The  church  and 
parish  hnvp  rcrfivod  important  donationis  and  lega- 
cies at  various  times,  and  the  history  of  its  funds  is 
iutcrestiug. 

Dr.  Ebeneser  Alden  was  elerk  of  the  church  for 
more  thiui  half  a  ci  nlury,  and  pithercd  a  great  nnuiy 
fact*  ri'l.itiuL'  to  its  early  afTairii.  He  prepared  a 
valuable  manual  of  the  church  in  1S(j2.  and  in 
various  ways  contributed  very  largely  to  its  inllueucc 
and  proi^perity.   The  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni> 


»Warrcn  IJiH  April,  1820  Mmj,  18S1 

'S.  C.  Dillowny  (*upi.ly)  Stpt.  1821  S«pl.  182* 

«It<njnuiin  Piilnam   March,  19J3  April, 

•  Auioi!  Lvfnvour  M«v,  l!«2«  Jan*, 

«.l..seph  M.  Driver  Nov.  18S0  Oct.  mi 

'J:imi»  M.  Coloy  June,  1833  F*b.  1M« 

*'fH);int  Sawyer  April,  ISM  Sept.  I^36 

"titii.  Convef-P  Jan.  183a  Oct.  1*39 

»<'liarles  H.  I'eabiMly  D«c.  IWO  April,  18« 

H.iirvClark  July,  1M2  Dec.  IS« 

-K.  \V.  [•:.  Hrown  June,  1848  M»y,  IS»9 

^  Tli'im.v-i  lirircr  I  an  supply )  Sept.  IS'lSI  March,  IsiO 

'■  "      Iff  Il..^^"r)  .March,  l^jO  April,  IWJ 

'ltciij«min  Wlipolci  .May.  lSa2  D*».  1*M 

Williaiii  K.  .StiibiM  .•   April,  \<:,<J  tVl.  I S6i 

nVillott  Vary  April,  ISi'.rt  .Marcli,  ]S6r 

John  I'rvnr 'Mipi  l^   tune,  lSf.8  June,  IMS 

JattM?  K.  \Vil>.,.fi  ,.'  Cot.  !>•('.!»  Disc.  1«TI 

Jw.     I  ■,  r.-'ii  I«n.  Jan.  l»8l 

Li'unHrd  J.  l»ean  June,  I.'*s2 


Of  these,  Mr.  Peahody  died,  whiK-  [  aMor  of  the 
▼eraary  of  the  organization  of  this  church  was  suit-  i  church,  im  1842.  Theehureh  also  liosnsed  to  (neaeb, 

ably  obserV(<l  . I  line  8, 1881,  and  the  proceedings  WMie  '  in  ISMO,  John  Hnlbrook  im<i  Isaac  Smith;  in  1S42. 
publi^hfd  in  lull.  I.,tiwell  Tarker ;  and,  about  that  time,  Zeiias  P.  Wild. 

The  Firhl  Baptist  Ciiurch  of  Itandolph  was  organ-  ,  All  of  these,  except  Lwac  Smith,  are  now  dead, 
ised  under  the  following  oirenmstam'es :  In  the  year  I  Marked  rdigious  iogstheriogs  were  enjoyed  under 
1819  a  number  of  uiember.4  of  the  Haptist  Church  |  the  pastorates  of  Pastors  Ptttnam,  J.  M.  Driver,  Coo- 
in  iSouth  Randolph  (now  V.iist  HtouL'hton ),  who  were  verse,  Peahody,  Clark,  T.  Driver,  Wheeler,  and  Fos 
residin;.:  in  the  nnrthrrn  part  of  the  town,  wore  do  tor.  The  present  membership  is  two  hundred  and 
siroua  of  better  church  tucilitiea.    At  a  caiied  meet-  ^  nine. 

ing,  January  28tb,  it  was  voted  to  build,  at  a  cost  of      Of  those  who,  as  deacons,  have  mioiAtercd  not 
not  li-.ss  than  five  thousand  dollars,  a  house  Jbrty-five   only  in  temporal  but  also  in  spiritual  thinirs,  should 
by  fifty  feet  in  dimensifin.^,  ta  he  located  on  grounds    be  appreciatively  mentioned  Zcba  Spear,  S''ih, 
donuied  by  Zeba  8pt  ;ir    I  lie  j  i  osrtit    site  of  the    phaeus,  and  Daniel   Aliii  ti,  Jacob  .Walas  Freneh 


church.  The  work  begun  at  once,  and  was  liniahed 
by  October.  Stepa  had  meantime  been  taken  for  a 
new  ebureh  orgsnicaUon,  which  wa.s  consummated 
by  :i  council  cooTeoed  November  M  of  the  aame 

year. 

The  church  thus  organized  consisted  of  forty- 
seven  members,  all  but  two  of  whom  came  from  the 


Henry  Rangs,  Leonard  baunce,  Austin  Roel,  Aarno 
Presoott,and  John  May.  Only  the  last  two  snr* 
Vive  and  are  now  io  swvice. 

Of  the  church's  material  improvements  it  may  be 
initf'd  that  ill  lS2-t  the  prt^ent  parsonage  wti«  pur- 
chased ot  Deacon  Daniel  Aidcn.  A  vestry  was  built 
near  the  church  ia  1837.  This  wss  largely  doe  to 
the  si^gestioD  of  Thomas  W.  Tolmao  and  hta  dyisg 


parent  church  at  Stoughton.    As  that  church,  now 

over  a  Inuidroil  years  old,  was  tlu  n  in  llundolph,  the  legacy  of  two  hundred  dollars.    This  structure  was 

new  (irgauizatiou  was  .styled  the  .North  Baptist  Church  i  much  iitijitov.  i!  iti  1800.    In  1842  thf>  house  of  wor- 

in  Randolph,  which  name  it  continued  to  bear  till  |  ship  was  lengthetied  by  thirty- two  feet.    This,  wiili 


1875,  when  by  legal  enactment  it  was  changed  to 

that  which  it  now  bears,  viz.,  the  First  Baptbt 


other  improvements,  coet  nearly  five  thousand  doUan. 
The  parsonage  was  also  remodeled.   Agun,  in  1873 


Clmreh  of  Rauih-Ipli.  All  of  the  constituent  mem-  mid  1874,  the  house  of  worship  was  so  comph  ti  ly  ru- 
bers are  now  dead,  the  last  one,  Mn.  Polly  Spear,  ,  built  and  refurnished  as  virtnally  to  h*>  a  new  eJifiee. 
passing  away  in  December,  1SS2.  The  total  cost,  including  that  of  the  new  bed  aud 

The  new  church  choso  as  deacons,  Seth  Alden  and  {  the  tower  clofA;,  was  about  thirty  thousand  dollaii. 
Zeba  Spear;  as  clerk,  Thomas  W.  'J'oltuan  ;  and  as  j  The  vestry  was  also  Bold,  and  the  parsonage  much 
tretisurer,  Dr.  Jonathan  Wales.  On  F<  b.  22,  1820,  improved.  The  churcb  IS  DOW  thriving  and  vig^ 
a  call  was  given  Rev.  Warren  Bird,  nf  Foshnro",  to  orous. 

be(»iuie  pastor,  which  call  was  accepted,  aud  .Mr.  .  A  Sabbath-school  whs  organized  at  the  founding  of 
Bird  entered  upon  his  pastorate  io  April,  upon  a  theehureh,  which  hsa  flourished  till  the  present  dine, 
sdaryof  "£100  lawful  mimey."  The  following  table  |  The  present  soperintendmt  is  Dr.  C.  01  Farnham. 
win  give  the  names  of  the  difierent  paston  and  •  Among  ita  past  superintendents  may  be  mentioned 
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the  honored  name  of  Dwoon  John  May,  nearly  a  ' 
qurter  of  a  oeoCiiij  faithfliny  Uboraig,  and  adll,  aa  i 

previously  Doted,  bu«ily  doing  the  Master's  work. 

Time  would  fail  to  tell  of  the  honored  d>-:id  and 
living,  and  space  be  lacking  to  record  their  self-  , 
mnfidng  work ;  but  tfaore  wUl  always  bo  tino  to 
tbiok  of  tbeir  eiampt«,  and  mm  in  (be  bearta  of 
those  who  remain  for  their  cherished  memory. 

St.  Msrv's  Calholic  Church  has  the  Inrtjest  mem- 
bersbip  in  the  town.   In  the  early  dayn  of  Catholicism 
»  this  region — fotty  yoais  ag^  or  theraabottto— tho  | 
paitah  ia  whioh  B«Ddol|ih  waa  feoatod  indadfld  in  addi*  | 
tirr  tho  towns  of  Randolph,  Stougbton,  Canton,  Hinp- 
hiuii,  Weymouth,  Abincrton.  and  Quincy.    The  latter 
town  was  the  bead  of  the  parish,  and  from  it  were  uent 
oat  the  priesta  who  oondooted  tb«  aemoea  in  tb«  otbor  . 
10WII8, — ^osnally  abont  oooe  a  foitn^t  in  «aek  place.  | 
At  these  times  services  were  held  in  Randolph  in  a 
hall  in  the  h'  tel.    Later,  however,  the  town  hall  was  ' 
used  for  the  purpose.    Among  the  early  pnesta  were 
Fathers  nisnnmons,  Stran,  Oallaker,  and  O^Boime. 
The  latter  oauaed  to  be  pttrcbased  the  land  on  which  j 
the  present  church  stands,  nnd  put  in  the  foundations 
of  the  ori::,nn:i!  edifice.    Af^er  Father  O'Beirtie  eame  ' 
Father  Fitzsimmous  again,  and  be,  in  turn,  was 
ahortly  anoeeeded  by  Father  Redden,  who  bailt  (he  I 
fint  cbnroh  io  1849.   The  dedication  occurred  in  | 
August,  1850.    Father  Roddcn  was  the  first  resident 
priest,  settliogan  the  town  ahrtit  Up  was  as- 

sisted io  bis  labors  by  Father  t>Sullivuu,  curate. 
After  Father  Bodden  oame,  in  saooesBioo,  Fathers 
Boehe,  Welsh,  McGlow,  Deovir,  Bnma,  James 
O'Brien,  and  Thomas  O'Brien,  the  latter  bcinjr  in 
eharn-e  at  the  present  time,  as.sisted  by  Father  Kelly.  ^ 
The  church  edifice  was  enlarged  by  Father  Burns  I 
eboot  a  doicn  yeeis  ago,  and  tbc  present  parochial  . 
rcddeooe  was  built  by  Father  Tliomaa  O'Brien,  j 
The  church  is  free  from  debt,  and  is  in  all  respects 
flourishing  and  prosperous.    The  cnrates  have  heen 
Fatbcn  O'Sulliran,  Brenuau,  Bannon,  Denehy,  and 
Kelly.  I 

At  Tower  Hill,  in  the  weaterly  portion  of  the  town,  ' 

located  a  Methodist  Episcopal  chapel.    It  has  no 
Separate  membership,  being  connected,  a*  an  organi- 
aition,  with  the  Methodist  Epi.«c<>pal  society  of  North 
flionghton.  A  soeiety  gathersd  itself  together  at  Tower  I 
HDl  Kveral  years  ago  somewhat  iDfornnlly,  without ! 
dpfinite  organization,  hiring  a  mini>»ter  by  subscription  ' 
and  holding  meetings  in  Niles'H  Hall.    Very  largely  ' 
through  the  generosity  of  the  Hon.  James  A.  Tower, 
the  prwent  diapcl  property  waa  donated  to  Bradford 
F>  B^ri>M"Ml|  Caleb  Tndnr,  and  Wales  B.  Thayer, 
trasteest  tbe  property  to  be  hdd  by  them  '*  for  the 


Methodist  Rpiscopul  Chnrdi  so  long  as  the  said 
Chnreh  shall  bold  and  maintun  regnlar  aarvioas 

therein."  The  chapel  was  built  and  dedicated  in 
1872.  Tho  first  pastor  was  the  T?ev.  Bradford  P. 
Raymond,  and  be  was  succeeded  by  the  Kev.  Messrs. 
Storey,  GMbam,  Botoh,  Dnokwall,  and  Jones.  The 
present  psstor,  tho  Rev.  W.  Lenoir  Hood,  was  sp- 
pointcd  Sept,  18,  1881. 

Military  History. — No  better  sketch  could  be 
given  of  tho  honorable  part  which  Randolph  took  in 
the  war  of  the  Bebellion  than  is  found  in  the  foU 
loiring  eztraeta  from  an  addren  delivered  on  the 
evening  of  May  30,  ISVG  (the  "centennial  year"  of 
the  nation),  in  Stetson  Hall,  before  the  members  of 
Capt.  Horaoe  Niles  Poet,  No.  110,  G.  A.  R.,  by  the 
Hon.  J.  White  Belaber : 

"  Among  the  first  reu'iments  called  into  the  field  was 
the  Foiirth  Mas.sachusetts,  composed  of  companies 
belonging  to  varioUM  towns  along  the  Old  Colony 
Shore.  The  order  for  its  appearaooe  on  Boaton 
Common  at  noon  of  Tuesday,  April  llith,  reaobedtho 
hands  of  Col.  Packard  at  Quincy  late  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  15th.  He  immediately  issued  his  orders 
and  dispatched  them  by  a  special  messenger  to  the 
several  oompanies  under  his  command.  Within 
twelve  houn  every  company  had  reported  at  Fanenil 
Hall  instead  of  the  Common,  on  account  of  the  severe 
storm  which  then  prevaili  ii  Company  D  of  this 
regiment  was  compo.stid  principnlly  of  citizens  of  Ran- 
dolph, and  was  flnt  organised  in  1855  aa  the  Bau" 
dolph  Light  Infantry.  Ita  first  captain  was  Hiran 
C.  Alden,  who  held  the  office  until  July,  1860. 
April  l.T,  1  Sin, at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evenintr,  orders 
were  received  by  tbc  clerk  of  this  company  to  report 
in  Boston  at  nine  o'elodc  the  uezt  momiog.  The 
oompooy  at  this  time  not  having  any  commissioned 
officers.  St  rict.  Hiram  F.  Wales  labored  all  that  night 
to  iiotil'v  the  company  af  to  have  them  r»^pond 
promptly  to  their  country  »  cull.  In  the  general  indif- 
ference in  regard  to  military  organiiations  wbidi  ex- 
isted throughout  the  State  for  some  time  previous  to 
this  sudden  call,  the  town  of  Randolph  was  not  an 
exception.  But  when  the  sound  went  forth  that  the 
flag  of  the  Union  bad  been  tired  upon,  this  company, 
with  the  others,  received  a  new  impulse,  and  wss 
ready  the  next  mornii^  to  move  onward.  They  did 
not  stop  to  ask  or  inquire  about  the  difficulties  which 
might  lie  in  the  way,  but  with  all  the  manliness  of 
heroes  they  entered  at  oaee  upon  the  duties  before 
them. 

Many  of  you  who  sit  here  well  remember  the 
prompt  and  ready  response  of  those  who  enrolled 
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tiiemielTM  for  three  nootlu^  lerrioe.   Who  will  vrtr 

fiirtrct  tlu;  first  drum-bMt  to  arms  in  this  village 
which  fealutcd  us  on  tlic  morntns:  of  the  IGtli  of  April, 
1861?    Many  of  our  citizens  mul  neighbors,  uu- 
traitied  except  fur  p(B«ce,  luulc  tlicir  pUccs  in  the  i 
nnkfl  and  de|Nirted  for  the  defense  of  the  national 
capita),  expecting  soon  to  return  to  their  honets 
bearing  with  them  the  proclamation  of  pi  iicc.  But 
we  were  only  on  the  very  threshold  of  tlio  Rebel- 
lion.   The  darl&e»i  liuurs  had  not  yet  couie.  The 
soil  of  Amerioa  had  not  jet  been  Iwptiied  with  the  | 
blood  of  tboM  whoso  names  wc  honor  to-day.    At  a 
quarter  before  nine  o  clork  on  the  mornins  of  April 
16th  this  oompuny  was  cswirted  to  the  station  by  a 
band  of  mu^io  atid  a  large  ooucourse  of  citizens,  j 
They  arrired  in  Boston  at  forty  miotttes  past  oioe  | 
o'clock,  when  they  immediately  marehed  to  Faneuil  I 
Hall.    This  was  one  of  the  first  companies  which  ar- 
rived in  Beaton,  and  was  received  with  cheers  of  wel- 
come.   There  are  many  pre^ieiJi  wlio  remember  that 
oold  and  atomy  morning.   There  were  many  soenee 
which  touched  (he  stouteet  hearts.    Many  a  tear  was 
shed  wh«'n  bidtliiit;  the  final  farewell,  they  knew  not 
but  roreViT.     .^Ially  a  -ilent  praver  ascended  on  that 
uioruing  titat  a  kind  Pruvidcuue  would  watch  over 

and  care  for  them.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  compti  ny 
in  Boston  an  election  of  officers  was  held,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  of  Horace  Niles  for  captain  (a 
nnme  which  has*  boen  honored  hy  vonr  Post),  Otis  S. 
Wilbur  first  lieutenant,  and  Hiraiu  i'  .  Wales  second 
lieutenant  On  Wedoesday,  the  17th  day  of  April, 
the  re<;imeDt  started  for  Furlrest$  Monroe,  arriving 
April  20t1i.  at  which  time  it  was  unknown  to  them 
wheth'  r  they  were  to  meet  friends  or  enernie«,  until 
they  tisiw  the  .•'tans  nod  3tripcii  floating  from  the  old 
fJwtress.  A  short  time  after  the  regiment  left,  the 
selectmen  received  a  telegram  from  the  adjntant-gen* 
eral  of  ^I;i>sachu<ett.H  that  rompatiy  D  wa.s  deficient 
ill  iminbers,and  that  iwenty  two  ndditional  men  were 
required  to  complete  it.  Within  a  few  hours  alter  it 
wss  peoerally  known,  tbe  full  number  had  enlisted,  and 
even  a  whole  company  could  have  been  organized. 
On  the  following  morning  they  left  liandolph  for 
Boi^lon ;  and  such  was  the  enthnsin«<m,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  that  several  persons  loliowcd  them  to  the 
State- House,  thinking  that  some  one  or  more  might 
fall  out  and  there  would  be  a  ohance  for  them  to  go  to 
the  dtifeuse  of  the  Union.  At  the  State-House  these 
twcnty-tw  *  men  were  sworn  into  their  country's  ser 
vice  and  placed  under  the  commaud  of  Scrgt.  Edmund 
Cottle.  In  the  aAemoon  of  the  same  day  they  went 
on  board  the  steamer  whieh  was  to  eonvey  them  to 
Fortress  Monroe. 


Htttory  has  already  reoorded  that  tbethree months* . 
men  were  the  firdt  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  the  first  to  m.ireh  throui^h  B  iltiimire  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  capital;  the  fir."-t  to  >hed  tlieir  blood  for 
the  mainteuaoco  of  the  government ;  the  first  to  laud 
on  the  ami  of  Virginia  and  hold  possession  of  the 
most  important  fortress  in  the  Union.  Thi;  Sixth 
ReLjimcnt  undoubtedly  saved  Washington  ;  the  Fourth 
saved  Fortress  Monroe.  Thoy  «aeh  upheld  the  fjood 
name  uf  the  coiumonwealth  daring  their  entire  t«rm 
of  servioe,  and  by  their  courage  and  devotion  to  dnty 
in  the  hoar  of  peril  they  bt'e.ime  the  right  arm  of  the 
national  government.  Their  record  will  always  be  prised 
by  Mas.Haehusett?  as  one  of  her  richest  historic  treas- 
ures. The  lull  company  having  performed  importaot 
duties  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Newport  News,  and  Hamp- 
ton Village,  returned  in  July,  1861,  and  were  received 
by  the  Fire-King,  Relief,  and  Iiidependenee  Engine 
Companiefi  and  escorted  to  this  ball,  wlicro  a  public 
dinner  was  given  them.  They  served  the  time  for 
which  they  enlisted,  but  the  war  had  not  yet 
closed.  On  the  4th  of  August,  1 862,  an  additioosl 
r  ill  was  made  by  the  President  for  three  hundred 
thou.«und  men  to  enlist  for  the  term  of  nine  month.^ 
and  this,  too,  while  in  the  midst  of  filling  the  quou 
for  three  years  under  another  call  for  the  same  number 
of  men.  Tbe  Fourth  Regiment  agafak  volunteered  with 
the  same  promptness  as  in  ?S01,  and  was  ordered  at 
once  to  Camp  .Toe  Hooker,  in  (he  town  of  Middle- 
boro'.  11  uuui  C.  Aldcn  was  re-elected  captain  of 
Company  I),  Myron  W.  Hollis elected  first  lieutenant, 
Edmund  Cottle  second  lieutenant.  Ninety  mcmbenof 
this  company  enlisted  from  Randolph.  On  the  17tb 
of  December,  18U2,  the  regiment  having  recruited  to  its 
muxiujuin  under  command  of  Col.  Walker,  of  Quincj, 
I  was  ordered  to  join  the  forocs  of  Maj.-G«o.  Banks  ia 
I  the  Department  of  the  Uulf.  December  27th  thengi* 
mcnt  left  camp  for  Now  York,  where  tran>iport?i  were 
'  in  readiness  to  convey  them  to  New  Orleans,  where 
I  they  arrived  Feb.  7,  1863,  when  they  at  once 
proceeded  to  Carrollton  and  landed  Fd>mary  t3th, 
having  been  on  shipboard  forty-seven  days. 

'*  In  the  expedition  against  Port  Hudson  thisr^- 
nient  bore  a  conspicuous  part.    At  its  surrender  they 
were  the  first  to  enter  the  fort,  where  they  remained 
I  until  August  4th.  This  regimratperfomedinpovtaot 
duties  also  at  Brashcar  ('ity  and  many  other  ptsses; 
and  Aug.  28,  1803,  having  served  eleven  months, 
arrived  home  and  were  muftered  out  of  .service.  One 
iiundrod  and  iweuty-five  of  this  regimcui,  wuo  left 
I  Masmehttsetts  Dee.  27, 1862,  never  returned.  Sons 
fell  in  battle  and  some  by  lingering  diseSM  in  thatUO- 
<  healthful  climate.   Ten  of  the  number  wei«  our  ewii 
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citiaens,  jouu>{  mea  ju«t  euierlu<!  the  y^Sin  of  man- 
hood, tad  belonging  to  Company  D. 

"  On  ihc  4th  of  July,  1862,  the  Preaideot  of  the 
United  States  called  for  three  hundred  thousand  men 
to  serve  fur  three  years,  uuletM  the  war  siuuuer  closed. 
Hie  proportion  for  HMsadniwtto  to  IViraMh,  cither 
hj  voluriteen  or  draft,  wu  fifUen  ibonttnd  men. 
Recruiting  at  once  commenced  iu  earnest.  The 
Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts,  havin<{  recruited  to  its  ful! 
number  at  Camp  Suulon,  Lynlield,  was  organized  and 
moatered  into  aervioe  Ang.  21, 1862,  «od  left  the  Stnto 
on  the  foUowiog  day,  very  imperfectly  fitted  out,  owing 
fi>  [}if  urfirncy  of  tlic  d«>ni;inil  for  fresh  troops  at  Wash- 
inLitun.  The  re^'imeiit  wns  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Edward  A.  Wild,  vvhutu  i\nm  of  that 
raiment  who  are  presetit  to-day  only  rennenibor  to 
honor  and  respect.  Tho  soldiera  warn  at  first  armed 
with  Enfield  rifles  of  very  poor  quality,  and  quite  > 
danpernuf  to  handle. 

"  Sij^ty-iwo  of  the  citizcm»  of  Kandolph  eoli&ted  in  < 
Company  E  of  this  r^meot,  while  others  enlisted  ' 
in  other  oooipailies  of  the  same  refriment,  some  of 
whom  had  seen  service  and  re-cniistcd.  At  the  first 
election  of  officers.  Horace  Xile«i  was  chosen  captain, 
Jooalhuu  \V.  Ingell  finst  lieutenant,  William  Palmer 
■eeond  lieuieDant,  all  of  whose  nanMS  appear  on  theaa 
taUeta  whieh  have  heen  ao  heanttfnlljr  daeorated  with 
flowers  to-day. 

"  The  adjiuant-^erioral  8ays  in  his  report  that  nnmnc; 
the  many  good  regiments  Massachusetts  had  sent 
ftnrard,  few,  if  any,  sorpaaaed  the  Thirty>fifth.  Its 
OOmmander,  Col.  Wild,  was  a  man  highly  intelligent  | 
ss  Well  :(s  brave,  and  who  had  a  full  appreciation  of 
the  majinitude  nf  tlie  war.     In  a  letter  written  by 
CoL  Wild,  aticr   leaving  Massachusetts,  he  says,  . 
'  The  regiment  arrived  at  Washington  Angost  23d,  at 
ones  arossed  the  Potomac  and  encamped  beyond  Ar- 
lington  Heights.      On  the  Htli  of  Sr|it.:inlier  the 
regiment  was  transferred  to  the  command  nf  .Muj  - 
GeD.  Burnside,  from  which  liiue  to  September  14th 
ve  made  oootinned  short  merohes  and  hivottaos  undl  t 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain.   We  entered  tho  fight 
at  hnif  past  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  it  lasted  until 
after  dark.     In  this  battle,  which  occurred  but  tlm-e 
Weeks  after  leaving  Massachusetts  ^ihe  tirst  ordeal  of 
the  Thirty- fifth),  their  behavior  was  exeellent.  The 
men  were  always  rssdy  to  do  anything  they  were  | 
'irdtn-l.  Three  days  afterwanl.'^  cnmc  the  brittle  of  An-  1 
tieiati).  Here  attain  the  Thirty-fifth  bore  a  cunspicuous 
part.    Their  behavior  was  ezoellent  throughout.  I 

anaot  pkture  to  yoa  the  scenes  of  that  day.  The  •. 
pQttckm  this  ragimant  held  for  aome  time^  though  j 


subjected  to  slaughtering  cross-fires,  was  with  a 
staadioaaa  that  Tsteraas  n^bt  be  pnmd  of  until  they 
were  ordarad  to  retira  a  little  to  a  bkhm  abeltend 

<«pot.' 

"  I  need  not  remind  you  on  this  occasion  that  in 
these  two  baules  tho  loss  was  severe.  I  need  not  tell 
you  of  the  intense  feeling  of  anxiety  manilbsted  in 
this  community  on  reoeiving  news  of  this  battle. 

Many  of  your  hearts  were  wrung  with  sorrow  as  each 
trlcprram  announced  the  result.  Two-thirds  of  the 
ofiicers  and  one-tliird  of  the  men  were  killed  or 
wounded.  The  authorities  of  this  town  sent  at  onee 
two  of  our  citizens,  George  N.  Johnson  and  Dr.  E. 
A.  Allen,  to  aid  and  render  relief  to  the  wounded  and 
aufiering,  and  to  tenderly  care  for  the  dead.  Their 
services  were  faitlifully  perfonued  and  gratefully  ap- 
preciated. We  remember  to-day  the  names  of  those 
whose  lifeless  forms  were  forwarded  by  them  from  the 
field  of  battle  to  their  sorrowful  homes,  and  the  sad 
and  solemn  ceremonies  observed  hy  this  whole  com- 
munity in  yonder  church  belbre  conveying  them  to 
their  final  resting-place.  OapL  Homes  Nilaa,  wboos 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  thla  list,  died  of  wounds 
rrceived  in  this  battle  Sept.  2",  18G2,  just  fire  weeks 
after  he  left  this  Slate  for  the  seat  of  war.  Hut  he 
was  not  the  only  one  who  fell.  1  have  not  the  time 
to  sail  each  hy  name,  or  to  apeak  of  them  individually. 
Seventeen  others,  whose  names  are  found  on  these 
tablets,  laiil  down  their  lives  upon  tho  altar  of  tlieir 
country,  who  belonged  to  rooopany  E,  of  the  Thirty- 
fi(\h.  This  regiment  ai'terwards  performed  important 
duty  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Hisnssippi.  It  ha.4  an  honorable  record  of 
taking  part  in  tho  battles  of  South  Mountain,  An- 
lietani,  Prrderiek^ahur'^,  Jackfon,  ramphell  Station, 
siege  of  Knoxville,  Spott.sylvania,  ^sortli  Anna,  Cold 
Harbor,  Weldou  Bailroad,  Vicksbuig,  Fort  Sedgwick, 

Petersburg,  and  several  others. 

******** 

"  While  T  have  spoken  particularly  of  the  I'^ourth 
and  Thirty-tifih  Hegiiueot^,  there  are  many  other 
names  recorded  on  these  tablets,  and  whose  gravaa 
you  have  visited  to-day,  who  faithAilly  performed 
equally  as  meritorious  SLTviei  s  in  ilitfcrent  or.'ntii^a- 
tions,  each  and  all  of  whom  fell  while  tighling  for  the 
prescrvalioD  of  the  Union.  From  the  commeucemeut 
to  the  close  of  the  war  the  town  of  Randolph,  then 
including  Holbrook,  ftimwhed  nine  hundred  and 
nineteen  men  as  its  prop^irtion  rcquiied  under  the 
different  calls  of  the  President,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
thirty-one  over  all  demands;  cighty-onu  of  these  fell 
in  bank,  or  died  of  dbeaas  eontraoted  while  bo- 
longing  to  the  ITnion  army.   While  the  last  living 
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link  of  the  Bavolndou  has  long  ago  Mptntad  fVou 

us,  it  is  not  so  with  the  RebellioD  of  18C1.  Our 
neiphhors,  oar  friends,  our  relative.^  went  forth  from 
us  to  become  soldiers  and  martyrs,  but  Mjuie  of  them 
returoed.  Let  rut  oot,  therefore,  forget  thoae  who 
ewenible  on  these  memoria]  days,  having  faithAilIy 
performed  their  duty  to  their  country,  who  fortunately 
escaped  the  perils  of  the  camp  and  the  dangers  of  fhe 
coniiict,  and  returned  to  iheir  peaceful  homes,  putting 
off  the  aoldier'e  ernor  wad  agein  entering  upon  the 

duties  of  eiTil  life;* 

******** 

The  tablets  alluded  to  by  the  orator  in  the  fore- 
going quotations  arc  large  and  baodsomelj  designed 
■labs  of  marble,  placed  on  either  aide  of  the  platform 
in  Stetaon  Hall.   Baoh  bears  this  inaeription  t 

"  A.J>.  IM7. 

BreeUd  bjr  lha  tmra  of  Baadolph  to  pwpttaata  tho  mtaioiy  of 
iU  patriotio  oitlseBi  wbo  Toluatariljr  en  land  and  Ml 

iatbair  eounlry'i  service  durinf^  the  wnr  of  tho 

GUEAT  KEBELLION." 


Philemon  White. 
Ihomai  B.  Willia. 
Bdwatd  K.  Hobart. 
William  F.  IIiII. 
Jerom*  R.  Iloijge. 
AliOB  V.  Tbajar. 
Zaaaa  N.  Haydaa. 


Oarr«tt  G.  Darrj. 
Jamea  Uofaa. 
Job  D.  Hanto. 

Pfltr;  k  ITiin  I. 
Loring  TauDt. 
Charlaa  Waatbaa. 


Above  these  words 
right  of  the  stage  the 

lliiraco  Nile*. 
WUIiam  Palmar. 
Ocorgo  Henry. 
Juhii  Duiitun. 
Richmnixl  nieOOTWa. 
Seth  C.  Bean. 
L«Tl  A.  Bruadaga. 
Theodore  Compass, 
ttiebard  U.  Cox. 
JmH  Kiag. 
Jaaaa  Joaaa. 
Hanry  K.Mj. 
Bdwnrd  MoHabon. 

•,AU>rrt  M.  M«J-. 
Daou  l  Kit'urilon. 
John  II.  Oil). 
Qoorgc  S.  Sloan. 
Jo$io|ih  V.  .monn. 
\V:irii  'I  C.  Turnur, 
('iKvrlcg  E.  Hunt. 


are  in.<!crihf  d  on  the  slab  at  the 
following  uaiiicsi : 

William  F.r.iU. 
Frederiok  M.  WortaiaB. 

Epiiraim  T.  Cole. 
Sidooy  A.  Mitnu. 
Cornelius  Desmond. 
Stepban  C.  Vaaton, 
Jobn  A.  Law. 
Charles  D.  Hod);e. 
John  A.  Kennadjr, 
Adomrain  J.  Townsond. 
Fr«  Ii-rirk  Nightingale. 
Cornelius  Murpbjr. 
Jobs  H.  Baker. 
Hlbridt;e  (i.  .'>im|<!>on. 
Ilcrhcrt  (".  Illoo.l. 
Otiii  Crooker. 
George  II.  Croak. 
Philip  Doaaboa. 
Jobn  W.  He»tb. 
Maurivti  Twobig. 


J.  WlUytl  lll^uli. 

Gec>rj,'c  \Vu»hl>urn. 
Matthew  Clark,  Jr. 
Cornelius  Clnrk. 
Willinin  H.  ^h<-<l. 
Georgo  B.  White. 
Edward  Maliaashlin. 
Charks  L.  Thnycr. 
W.Loander  White. 
8atb  If.  Harrii. 
John  Q.  A.  Sylveatar, 
Duni«.>l  O'Niel. 
Williom  M.  UoUrL 
Joba  F.  lUIay. 


Jolin  Foley. 
Jobn  D.  Plynn. 
A  Ivan  Faanoe. 
Henry  Keilj,2d. 
George  W.  Mann. 
Tboiaa*  O'Halloraa. 
J.  Fraak  Poola. 
Oe<irge  .Smith. 
Uenrjr  &DOW. 
Joba  P.  Tnraer. 

C.  I'ajaoD  Thayer. 
K«l«uu  L.  TUayej-. 
Thomas  P.  Whitmarsh. 
Jitobaal  Kainber,  Jr. 


Th*'  c'ltiipaiiiiiii  tablet  Oil  the  leXt  of  tbe  platform 
beans  tbe  lollowin::  names: 


Post  No.  110,  Dept.  of  Massachusett*,  G.  A.  R., 
was  formed  Oct.  2!),  1869,  the  first  meeting  beine 
held  on  that  date  in  Good  Templar  Hall  (the  old 
meetiog-hoase)  on  North  Street  The  charter  mem- 
bers were  fifteen  in  nnmher,  nt. :  Bdnond  Cottle, 
Hiram  C.  Alden,  Charles  H.  Greeley,  Jamea  W.  White, 
Richmond  T.  Pratt,  Samuel  R.  Hodge,  Joshua  Hor- 
toD,  J&uies  F.  Dargan,  Francis  A.  Belcher,  S.  Melvin 
Clarke,  Joeeph  W.  Thayer,  NeboD  Mann,  George  C. 
Spear,  Samnd  White,  and  Wanen  Thayer,  Jr.  At 
this  meeting  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year:  Commander,  Edmund  Cottle; 
S.  V.  C,  Richmond  T.  Pratt;  J.  V.  C,  James  F. 
Dargan  ;  Adjutant,  Hmm  C.  Alden  ;  Qaartermaater, 
Oharlea  H.  Greeley ;  0.  D.,  James  W.  Whit« ;  0. 6., 
Samuel  R  Hodge;  Surgeon,  Samuel  White ;  Chap- 
lain, Warren  Thayer.  Jr.  Another  eleetion  of  officers 
was  held  Dec.  HI,  IHU'J,  but  the  rui.t4.>r  was  ac- 
changed.  At  a  meeting  hehl  Feh.  4, 1 870,  the  Bane 
"  CapL  Horace  Niks**  iras  adopted. 

From  this  time  the  growth  of  the  Post  was  vigor- 
ous, and  new  members  were  admitted  at  nearly  evorv 
meeting.  May  3M,  1^70.  was  the  first  Decoration 
Day  ohserred,  the  Po-i  {larading  with  a  haod  and  an 
escort  of  firemen  and  some  of  the  societies  of  the 
town.  June  17,  1870,  Hiram  C.  Alden  was  elected 
Comm.^n'lor.  He  appointed  Warren  Thaver.  Jr.,  as 
bis  Adjutant,  and  at  the  meeting  of  July  1,  1870,  ap- 
pointed the  fint  charity  committee.  Aug.  19,  1870, 
a  code  of  hy-laws,  drawn  hy  George  C.  Spear,  Charles 
Miller,  and  Warren  Thayer.  Jr.,  was  adopted  for  the 
better  crovertiiti:r  of  the  Post,  and  in  February,  1871, 
the  lir.st  iiiir  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charity  Fund  was 
held  in  Stetson  Hall,  and  additional  hy-laws  to  govern 
that  fiind  were  adopted.  Dec.  15,  1871,  Royal  W. 
Thayer  waa  elected  Commander.  He  held  that  posi- 
tion four  years.  His  Adjutants  were  Wurrcii  Thayer, 
Jr.,  U)  Dec.  20,  1872;  William  A.  Croak,  to  Dec.  17, 
1875.  At  the  htter  date  Oalen  Hollb  was  eleoted 
Commander.  He  held  the  position  for  live  yean. 
His  Adjutant  was  Willi.iiii  A.  Croak.  In  company 
with  the  Good  Templars  tlie  Post  moved  their  quar- 
ters to  Aldeu's  Hall,  North  Street.  Dec.  3,  1880, 
William  A.  Croak  was  elected  Commander.  He  ep* 
pointed  Horace  A.  Drake  hh  Adjutant.  Dee.  2, 188t, 
Commander  Croak  appointed  Lorenso  E.  Wilbur  hi* 
Adjutant.  June  20, 1882,  the  Post,  in  oompMy  with 
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the  Knights  of  Honor,  tuoved  into  Shankland's  Hall,  , 
Oil  Mdii  StTMt,  tbe  two  aodoUies  hiring  it  together.  I 
To  this  date  (Janaary,  1884)  the  Poet  his  borne  on 
its  roll  one  hundred  and  forty  .«<'von  name-*.    Of  this 
oomber  fome  have  died,  noma  bavi;  boeii  tratisffrred 
to  other  Poata,  and  the  UBual  per  cent,  dropped.  The 
BODbenhip  is  now  ftftgr.  Since  the  foRDetion  of  the  j 
Fbet  there  has  been  expended  ftv  relief,  by  the  diree* 
tion  of  the  various  relief  cnmniittt'es,  a  little  over 
four  tfiotisand  dollfir?*.    Of  this  sutu  fhm'  thoiis-and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  twenty-two 
eente  was  drawn  from  what  ia  known  aa  the  rdief 
iand.  being  money  given  the  Post  as  donations,  or 
rained  I'V  tlie  fairs  whicli  have  been  held  yearly  for  the 
benefit  uf"  the  fund.    This  tnoney  can  he  spent  in  no  : 
other  way.    The  remainder  was  drawn  from  the  Fost 
Ihnd,  and  is  money  eontribnted  by  the  membera  | 
whieh  they  can  spend  as  they  please.    The  Post  bad 
on  hand  in  its  relief  fund,  on  Jan.  1.  l^Sl,  nine 
bandreil  and  forty  dollars  and  twcuty-three  cents,  in 
the  hands  of  three  trustees,  viz. :  Uiram  C.  AldcD,  . 
Homee  A.  Drake,  and  Samoel  White.   There  ia  alao  j 
a  fond  knowQ  as  the    Gnndmother  Spear  Fund," 
amounting  to  Bfty  dollars.    This  grew  from  the  one 
dollar  note  ^iven  the  Post  by  an  old  lady  (eighty-nine 
yean),  Mrs.  Capl.  Otis  Spear.    This  is  kept  as  a 
aeparale  fund  for  the  preaent.  The  Poat  fund  ia  I 
anple  for  all  present  wants.    The  officers  for  the 
year  1884  are:    Commander,  William  A.  Croak;  j 
S.  V.  C,  Horace  A.  Drake;   J.  V.  C  .  William  R.  i 
Boberts;   Adjutant,  Lorenzo  E.  Wilbur;  0.  V>.,  I 
Myron  W.  Hollia;  0.  G.,  MarouaM. Poole;  Quarter-  ; 
laaater,  Galen  HolUs;  Surgeon,  Lewie  A.  Hnnt^  i 
Chaplain.  Francis  A.  Stanley. 

Public  Building, — The  town   hall  (known  a.« 
btetson  Uali;  is  a  liaudHome  and  commodious  cditico, 
located  nearly  oppot>ite  the  Congregational  CSinroh,  in  | 
the  eentre  of  the  town.   It  is  bnilt  of  wood  and  cost 
ten  thou.uand  dullars.    It  is  named  in  coinmemorulinn 
of  the  late  Hon.  Amsisa  Stetson,  who  prewnted  it  to 
the  town,  and  was  dedicated  in  1842.    Within  it  is  . 
to  he  seen  a  life-tike  portrait,  by  Froihingham,  of  \ 
Charleatown,  of  tlie  generous  donor  of  the  building. 
In  the  lower  portion  of  the  edifice  is  located  the  high  | 
gehfto!.  whifh  if  partly  fupport^d  by  the  income  of  a 
fund  of  ten  tbou.«iand  dollars,  \r(\  fur  the  purpose  by  ^ 
Hon.  Amaan  Stetson,  and  partly  by  taxation.   Mr.  . 
Stetson  was  bom  in  Bandolph,  Man^  26, 1769,  being  { 
the  Bon  of  John  and  Rachel  (P.tinc')  Stetaon.    He  ' 
married  Rebecca  Kcttell,  of  B.wton,  Atvj.  21,  1708. 
Beginning  life  as  a  poor  boy,  he  i«'arned  the  trade  of 
a  ahoamaker,  and,  upon  going  to  Boetoa,  wheri  he 
uaodated  himself  with  his  brother  Samuel  in  the  ' 


shoe  business,  »iuctwded,  by  strict  economy  and  close 
application,  in  laying  the  fonndation  of  his  large  for- 

tunc.  In  the  war  of  1S12  lie  was  appointed  by 
President  Madison  to  the  office  of  eomuuis.sary  fur  the 
district  of  Massachusetts,  and  wa-^  also  elected  by  the 
Democrats  to  the  State  Senate.  During  his  life  ho 
manifested  his  liberality  by  his  donaUons  to  his  native 
town,  and  abo  to  the  town  ot  i  I  <  >ter,  hi.s  adopted 
homr,  whrrp  he  presented  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall's  church 
with  a  handsome  clock  costing  seven  hundred  dollars. 
In  the  towu  of  Stetson,  Me.,  which  was  named  for 
him,  he  had  a  ohnrdi  bnilt  for  the  use  of  all  denom- 
inations. His  death  ooonrred  Aug.  J  i  i4.  He 
was  aged  seventy  five  ycar«,  four  months,  and  six  day, 
and  was  buried  at  !  )orch«jter.  He  died  without  iesue, 
leaving  a  fortune  uf  over  five  hundred  tbouiiand  dol- 
hua.  In  addition  to  his  preyionsly  mentioned  dona- 
tiOttS  to  Randolph,  he  gave  the  town  one  hundred 
dollars  to  build  a  face  wall  around  the  old  North  Com* 
etery,  where  his  parfnt.s  lie  buried. 

The  Turner  Public  Library  occupies  a  handsome 
atone  Innlding  just  north  of  the  Congregattonat 
Church.  Tt  was  completed  and  occupied  .  irly  in 
187.").  The  buildinc:,  indejiendent  of  tlie  land,  cost 
flirty  flKiu.-jand  dullars,  and  the  lower  rooui.s  on  the 
gruund  floor  are  occupied  by  the  national  and  sav- 
ings banka  and  by  a  grooery  atore.  The  library  was 
the  gift  to  the  town  of  Seth,  Royal  W.,  Haiy  B., 
and  Abliv  W.  Turner,  and  Anne  M.  Sweot.«<*r.  Fol- 
lowing are  the  essential  portions  of  the  deed  of  gitl  : 

A'ii«ir  "//  "I'll  lif  fl"-       'H'litt,  Ihftt  we,  Srth  T  irticr.  !tr  Vi\l 

W.  Turner,  and  Abb^-  W.  Tiiroer,  of  K«n«lolph,  in  tho  <\imitjf 
of  Norfolk,  Rod  Ann*  M.  SwwiMr,  of  Botton,  in  (bo  Couaty 
of  l^uflulk,  wi.low,  iM  in  (lie  Cotntnniwpnlth  of  MiiKi><iobu9etl(, 
beir-i-Bt  Inw  of  ICoyal  Ttirnvr  noU  MhiU,  liiii  wife,  l»to  of  Kuid 
llnn<l>->l)>h,  ilecen.sotl,  in  coni«ii|pration  of  une  Jolliir  to  u.^  puiil 
by  tho  lohkbiUnti  of  th«  Town  of  Raaduiph  aforoMid,  tho 
receipt  wheroof  It  boroby  aeknowlMlgetl.  do  hereby  retnlso,  r«- 
leii'i-.  (in'l  forever  (|uitrlaim  unto  the  fai'l  Inhttl>ilAi>t«  of  Rnn- 
•lolph,  aoortain  lot  of  iand,  nitb  tb«  sow  Mono  baildinf  tboreon, 
containing  t»n  tliodMuid  four  hundrod  and  ninotj-wvon  na4 
une  linT  n  .  i.  th  l  K>  ikmIcJ  »nd doMTlbod «■  feliow^ tIs. ;  [Oo- 
4«riptiuu  giveu  at  length.] 
•  ««•«••• 
•'  .'aid  grnnfiirs  hereby  iil(ii>  give  to  sul'l  >;niDtec<  the  »uin  of 
ten  tfauuiiaiid  dullnrg  i^lU.UUU),  which  ah.ill  cunxtitulc  u  fund 
for  tho  purpoio  boraiuaAer  tot  forth. 

"To  HAVC  ANU  ni  HOLD  Iho  same  to  the  Mid  inbuMtanU  of 
Randolph  foreTer.  but  upon  the  following  eondltlon*  and  tnirts, 
vit. : 

"  First.— Sitid  land  and  building,  together  itlth  tbo  fund 
aforMiid,  shall  b«  uwAer  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Tmrtoei 

consiftinij  iif  flff' ■  ii  '  I  '  'urini"  s  -  f  'a  Ii '  li  lirmnl  the  >*<-lect- 
men  of  wid  (own  fur  tbc  tiuic  being — not  cxoeediog  tbreo  (3) 
in  Buniboi^— shall  b«  *i  nffirtQ  mcmbon;  aad  should  said 
I'.onrd  of  Sc1ci;tiiu'n  nt  nny  lime  bo  cnnpoMjJ  of  more  (ban 
three  atvmbers  the  tuwo  »UM,  at  n  meetiug  called  for  that  pur- 
pvBc,  dwlgaato  which  of  th*ni  (not  ozceadiag  thieef  at  atan- 
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•■id)  shall  net  m  iiiid  Tnnitof?.  The  Board  of  Truiteea  so  rsin- 
itltutoil  »hnll  miinitf;«  Aud  im^jrove  said  real  estiito  and  t'uad 
for  tho  uees  and  purposes  of  a  Freo  Public  Library  for  said 
Town  of  Raodolpb  fimr9t,  subject  to  such  nsMonsbk  rohw 
and  reKulationa  as  said  Trastoes  shall  from  time  to  tin*  adopt. 

[The  srcond  >r<'iii1iiiuii  docignatc!)  the  manner  in  which  the 
tnwloes  («xolu*ive  «f  the  selectmen^  •ball  b«  ebiN«n,  and  v*. 
esneiM  fllTed.  tie.  The  third  ^rovim  It  that  tb«  truttoM  "  nay 
in  tfii  ir  ■li-crct !■ '11  iipl'lv  thr  nhi'lc  "r  .iny  part  of  saM  fuii'I  in 
famishing  the  library-,  reading,  and  triuUHw'  rooms  in  said 
hnilding,  tad  tb«  panbaaa  of  books  tbcrtlbr" ;  ud  th*  fourth 
it-ethih  i^-niut"  ;bo  leasiug  of  a  portiM  «f  Um  bulMlnX*  t^** 
{iroeectls  to  go  to  tho  librarv.] 

*  •  m  9  «  ^  ?» 

"  FirTH.— Said  Town  of  Randolph  iball  dofra;  tha  azpenaM 
of  kMpiag  tald  bntldin;,  with  tha  booki,  farniture,  and  fix- 
tures belonging  to  ^.li'l  lilirmy,  ut  ill  tiirn  j  properly  injured 
agaioat  Iom  by  fire,  fur  an  uiuount  to  be  determined  by  the 
trulMa,  and  iball  alio  kwp  taid  bailding  In  thorongh  ropair. 

"J'l'VTil. — Should  said  building  be  destroycil  by  firr.  th"  pro- 
oeed."  of  any  iusurauce  thereou  »hall  bo  applied  tu  rvbulldiug 
tha  aunt. 

".^r.vr.xTii. — If  nt  any  time  hereaflsr  aaid  land  an>J  building 
should,  from  any  Okute,  cea^o  to  bo  need  for  the  purpo-us  bore' 
in  detlgantod,  tbo  Mfl»»  dull  rovort  to  tb«  gmaton,  «r  tbtir 

heirs." 

The  Hon.  Seth  Turner,  upon  his  ilcuth,  left  by  a 
proviMua  ia  hU  will  the  additiooal  sum  of  tea  thuu- 
nnd  dollars,  the  inooine  of  which  is  to  he  applud  to 
the  UMS  of  the  lihnry,  Bod  to  he  known  u  the 

Turner  Fund.  This  sum  hus  been  paid  by  the  ex- 
ecutors of  the  will  to  the  iru.slees  of  the  library,  who 
are  as  follows:  J.  White  Belcher,  actio;;  presiduot; 
Rojal  W.  Taroer,  treasater;  Oithert  A.  Tolman, 
aocretafj;  Ber.  John  C.  Laharee,  Rev.  Joseph  C. 
Foster,  D.D.,  Royal  T.  Mann,  John  B.  Thayer, 
Rufus  A.  Thay«r  (the  three  hitter  hcinir  H<>lectmcn 
of  Randolph,  and  trustee»  ex  ojficio },  Benjamin  Dick- 
Daniel  Howard,  John  V.  Beal,  Xathantel 
Howard,  John  B.  Thayer,  J.  Winaor  Pratt,  Bdwin 
N.  Lovc'iiDg.  Dr.  Charles  0.  Famhaui  i.s  librarian, 
and  Mi,-,s  Mnririret  W.  Boyd  asHi.staut  ltl)rari;in. 
The  number  of  volumes  Jan.  1,  1884,  waa  eight 
thooMwd  three  hundred  and  forty-live. 

The  Hod.  Seth  Turner  died  at  his  home  on  Main 
Street  at  about  1  o'clock  A.M.,  April  8,  1883,  after 
gradually  failing  in  health  for  .sov«'r!il  ninnthH.  On 
the  evening  previou.s  to  his  death,  while  bathing,  be 
fainted  and  fell,  coming  in  contact  with  the  hath-tob. 
He  waa  found  lo  an  unoonadoua  atate,  and  so  re> 
mained  until  he  died.  He  was  born  in  Randolph, 
July  1^21.  H.'  roonved  his  filucition  at  tlio 
Randolph  Academy,  then  a  flourishing  ini»titution, 
and  entered  the  Randolph  Bank  aa  dark  at  its  organ- 
ifstionin  1836.  Bis  father,  Ool.  Royal  Turner,  waa 
cashier,  and  when  the  latter  became  {Hresident  (at  the 
'Jpiiili  of  his  predecessor)  Mr.  Turner  succeeded  his 
father  as  cashier.    Col.  Turocrdied  to  1861,  at  which 


time  Mr.  Turner  was  elected  president  of  the  bank, 
A  few  years  later  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Shoe  and  Leather  Bank,  of  Boston,  a  poaition  which 
ho  retained  until  about  two  years  prior  to  his  death, 
when,  on  aocount  of  the  nBaaifcld  duties  devoMog 
upon  him,  his  health  became  impaired  and  he  ten- 
dered his  resignation,  which  was  accepted.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  waa  twice 
eleeted  to  the  L^pslatnre,  also  to  the  Goveroor^s 
eouneU  in  1878,  1874,  and  1875.  He  was  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Thayer  Academy  at  South  Bratu* 
tree,  treasurer  of  the  Randolph  Savings  Bank,  secre- 
tary of  the  Stet«oD  School  Fuud,  aod  at  different 
times  held  many  other  important  poMtions  of  trust  in 
various  finanoial  iostitntions.  He  was  not  only 
locally  popular  aad  respeeted,bttt  hbn«ne  was  widely 
and  favor.ibk  known  in  the  principal  financial  circle' 
of  the  country.  His  funeral,  which  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Labaree,  was  very  largely  attended, 
aod  resoltttbns  of  tribute  to  his  memory  w«re  paassd 
by  several  of  the  institutions  with  which  he  had  been 
identiSed. 

Banks. — The  Randolph  Bank  was  incorporated  ia 
1836  with  a  capital  stock  of  9150,009.  Subaequeotly 
it  was  reorganised  under  the  National  Bank  Act  with 

a  capital  stock  of  $200,000,  and  at  the  pre^nl  lime 
has  a  surplus  exceeding  its  capital.  Its  present 
officers  are :  President,  Royal  W.  Turner ;  Cashier, 
Charles  O.  Hathaway ;  Directors,  David  Burrell,  J. 
Winsor  Pratt,  E.  Everett  Hotbrook,  Thomas  White, 
J.  White  Belcher,  Benjamin  Dickenaan. 

The  Randolph  Savin'_"«  Bank  was  incorporated  in 
April,  I85I.  The  amount  of  dep<»itJ9  Jan.  1,  1884, 
was  $800,952.  The  officeis  an  J.  White  Belefaer, 
president;  Royal  W.  Tomer,  firat  viee^preeident ; 
Thomas  White,  second  vice-president ;  Hiraai  C.  A!- 
del),  treasurer;  Trustfes,  .1.  White  Belcher.  Koyal 
W.  Turner,  Thomas  White,  Alfred  W.  Whitcomb, 
Richard  Stevens,  Sidney  French,  Cbaries  Hanis, 
Nathaniel  Howard,  J.  Winsor  Phttt,  Daniel  Howard, 
Charles  H.  Howard,  John  T.  Flood,  George  B. 
Bryant.  RetijHmin  Diokerman,  Jonathan  Wales, 

Wales  li.  Thayer. 

Newspapers.— Oa  Saturday,  Mareh  14,  1857, 
appeared  a  "spedmen  number"  of  the  Randolph 

Transcript  ami  Xorfolk  County  Advertiter,  It  WSB 
a  small  four-page  slveet,  five  cftltimns  to  a  pn-re,  and 
was  sold  for  "  one  dollar  per  year  ...  in  advance  in 
all  cases."  Samuel  P.  Brown,  the  editor,  in  na  edi* 
torial  headed  **  Oyr  Terms  aud  Intentions,**  said  that 
the  ^^speeimcn  number"  was  iasned  as  a  sample  of 
"  the  paper  which  it  is  proposed  to  publish  weekly 
in  this  place,  if  it  is  recognized  by  the  public  as  sap* 
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pljing  a  wmnt  wbteh  we  an  told  exists  here."  There  | 
wae  little  or  no  hteel  newe  ie  the   speeineo  nnniher," 

tt«  readiog-coIumDs  being  mostly  filled  with  miioel-  | 
laneoM  seleetionsi.    Amonf:  otlier  paragraphs  was  one 
relative  to  the  inauguration  of  PresideDl  Buchanan,  ' 
■Oil  another  giving  a  list  of  the  members  of  his  osbi-  | 
oet.   As  vsttil  with  old  DewspeperSi  the  sdvertise* 
mentB  of  the  3¥inuerfpt  are  more  interesting  to  one 
who  jlanc^  over  its  faded  and  time  stained  pages 
than  is  the  reading  matter.    The  local  "  ad»."  are  , 
those  of  B.  6.  Vessie,  who  apparently  not  only  dealt  I 
io  Be«B|«|Mn,  slataoiieiy,  ete.,  but  also  in  **  some  of  i 
the  beet  Ihiee-  and  ooe-oent  eijcars James  Maguire  | 
k  Co..  boot  manufacturers;  P.  Gifford,  tailor;  C. 
Morton,  Jr.,  dealer  in  dry-gooda,  etc. ;  Seth  Mann. 
2d,  insuraooe  agent;  £.  A.  Allen,  M.D. ;  Ucorge 
Fflwkee,  hamesa-makeff ;  Oaiyd  Howard,  boot  maon-  | 
fatwer ;  J.  Litchfield,  Jr.,  "dealer  in  groceries  and 
readv-maJt'  tlu(luii'_' ;"  J.  Chirk,  market;  S.  White, 
denier  in  papers,  periodicals,  and  "confectionary;" 
Darius  Payne,  aaotioneer ;  A.  Townsend,  dealer  in  ; 
dij-foods;  James  B.  Nash,  jeweller;  William  Oole, 
Jr.,  cxpfemman ;  J.  L.  Brown,  painter.    An  adver-  j 
ti^oment  headed  "  Randolph  Liquor  Agency"  an- 
uouflceii  that  the  selectmen  had  "  appointed  Dr.  E. 
A.  Allen  as  towo  agent  for  keeping  and  selling 
i^iitttons  and  intozieating  liquors  for  medicinal,  | 
chemical,  aod  meohaoical  purposes  only."   Two  pe-  j 

litinns  to  the  ««f!ertinrn  for  the  IsyiOg  Ottt  of  DOW  ' 
Streets  weru  al.>(>  published. 

Apparently  Mr.  Brown  met  with  eooonragemcnt 
in  his  new  Tentnre,  for  "Vol.  I.,  No.  1,"  of  the 

Trantcrtftt  appeared  promptly  on  the  following  Set- 

un!ay.— M;ir<  li  2^,  IS")?.  This  was  the  first  news- 
{^per  venture,  so  Car  as  known,  ever  made  in  Kan- 
dolpb. 

On  April  2, 1869,  Hr.  Brown  changed  the  name 

of  hi."*  paper  to  the  Randolph  Trmucrtpl  and  Xeio 
Fnjhiini  .|. ami  also  inrrouM-ii  the  yearly 
subocnption  to  one  doli.ir  and  fil'iy  cents.    It  con- 
tinued to  be  published  by  this  title  until  April  7, 
1860,  when  the  ori^nal  name  wss  onoe  more  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  first  pe;^     From  JttOe  14,  18G2,  | 
only  §m:ill  supplement"  were  issued  for  ?evcn  wcfks, 
bat  nut  numbered  in  the  volumes,  which  again  began  ; 
regularly  on  Aug.  2,  1862,  with  No.  12,  Vol.  VI. ; 
hot  on  August  23d  of  that  year  Mr.  Brown  anaounoed 
in  disoontinuance.    On  August  Sl.st  of  the  s»me  I 
year  if  was  re%'iv<j<i.  lunJur  tho  namf  ttfrlu^  /'  ^i./o/^-//  ' 
Aiiioertim  i .  and  printed  on  a  small  sheet  at  fifty  (.•eiits 
a  year.   It  was  enlarged  April  4,  I8G3,  and  on  (Jclober  ; 
lOth  of  the  same  year  it  was  diseootinaed.  Its  | 
Tslcdietoiy  wse  s*  follows :  ' 


**  9ix  jwt  and  tit  nostlif  w«  tiav«  paMUM  tlili  paper, 

thiiuj;]i   nevor  :i   «■  iin-i-         profit.     Tn   tiikiiii;  li'.:>vi>   ol'  our 

patroDi,  we  will  taj  tb&t  aa  much  bM  bc«D  <ion«  bj  (oin«  of 
them  for  lb*  MMOHntgutent  of  *  looal  papar  aa  is  Aant  is  aajr 

lilnJ'C.  Thry  liiivc  \  ecn  iimro  fhun  jii't, — thfv  hnrp  bt>«»n  gen* 
eroui.    By  uiid  deed*  tbey  b»%'e  chceroJ  uri<i  helped  \u, 

and  we  t'liMtl  D«ver  forget  thtni.  Aatothe  eommuuitj  gaa« 
ernlly  with  wbom  »•  have  wtn  in  oontaet,  w«  hare  bnd  from 
it  our  i<hiir«of  eommendation  and  oondMnnation ;  probably  of 
the  fortiier  m  much  >«  wc  ilecerved — Iho  Inttcr  we  will  ftjrget, 
ur  try  to,  M  auob  m  eannot  b«  nada  beaeleial  for  iia  all  to 
romaoiber.*' 

Mr.  Brown,  on  Jan.  7,  i8tio,  is^sued  a  new  series 
of  the  Transcript  and  Adverliter,  and  on  July  8th 
entsrged  it^   The  price  per  year  at  that  time  was  one 

dollar  and  fifky  cent.-".  On  October  1st  the  paper 
(•li;ui_'e(l  hatn-ls.  Mr.  Joseph  .Junes  hoeoming  editor 
and  proprietor.  He  changed  the  name  to  the  Evut 
Nurj'olk  Remitter,  and  fixed  the  price  at  two  doltats 
per  annum.  July  5, 1867,  BImor  W.  Holmes  sue* 
ceeded  Mr.  Jone^^;  March  19,  1869,  Stillman  B. 
Pratt  and  David  P  Hasty  boeamc  ■  iUfnrs  and  pro- 
prietors, under  the  iiriu-name  of  I'rail  &  Hasty ; 
April  22,  1871,  K.  Marchaot  assumed  control ;  Aug. 
19, 1871,  it  pBseed  to  Ichabod  N.  Femald;  Jao.  20, 
1872,  K.  Marchant  again  took  charge;  Oct.  5, 1872, 
Charles  M.  Viin  ent  becnnie  editor  and  proprietor, 
and  remained  ats  nuch  until  March  15,  1873,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Hnxford,  who 
changed  the  name  to  the  Norfolk  Cout^jf  Remitter 
and  Holbrook  Xewn,  and  who  Still  remains  "  at  the 
helm,"  T^ndor  Lis  management  the  Rryixter  has 
been  twice  enlarged,  being  now  a  handsomely-printed 
thirty*Bix<culumn  sheet,  and  has  become  pr<>.-pt;rous, 
newsy,  and  entertaining.  A  well-managed  "  Holbrcok 
department"  b  one  of  its  features. 

Societies. — Freemasonry  in  Rni'lr.l[tli  (!,ite>  lurk 
to  the  beginning  uf  the  presetil  century.  Kural 
Lodge,  the  pioneer  Masonic  orgHoiiation  of  the  towui 
was  organised  June  8, 1801,  and  of  Mnaonry  5801, 
A.  L.  From  the  niijin.d  charter  .  nigned  by  John 
Uiivle,  Senior  Grand  Waiden  :  .John  .Soiev,  Junior 
Grand  Warden;  and  John  Proctor,  Grand  6ccreUry) 
the  following  extract  is  made: 

•'Know  yo,  Ihoroforo,  Ibat  wo,  the  «Jri»nd  Loilgo  afDi-c^aid, 
rc|<o«iag  apwial  truftand  MnBd«noe  in  ib«  pmdaneo  aad  lidoi- 
ity  of  otir  batoTod  iKotbren  slwv«  munwl,  bar*  oon«titiil«d  and 
appointod,  and  bv  th,  presents  i\o  coni^titut«  and  nppoiat 
them,  Ibe  uud  Williaiu  I*.  Whiting,  Thoniau  B.  \V»le«,  Jon*, 
than  Wataa,  Jr.,  Themaa  Frmieb,  Jr.,  Jocbn*  Xllaa,  Ellbn 
rtntc^  Immo  Wslkar,  El^ni'i-  IImiU,  Ephrniiii  Wnki-,  -T  Im 
Tiirncr,  Tb«0|)btlaa  WenCwurtb,  iKadiur  Sn^ll,  nn<l  VV  ilnmui 
Fraaob,  a  reguiar  lodge  of  Vrm  nod  Aceepted  Mtuoar,  under 
the  (itl*5  iiiiJ  t)F»ij;nation  of  i)ic  Kuril  Lodge,  hereby  giving  nud 
granliug  untu  tbcm  and  thoir  aucu«»8ur<  flill  power  and  aalbor- 
Itf  to  ooBroBo  ai  MaeoM  wilhin  tb«  towa  of  Rsa4oipb,  la  tho 
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Ciranty  «f  Norfolk  «nd  Gotumonweslth  ftlbmvd,  to  nesireMid 

enter  A|'f>rfn'i  i  -,  Pvllon  Criil't*  iind  rai'C  Mivxtcr  Maj^onn, 
upon  the  pnyment  of  (ucb  niud<>mti'  coiupcnaaliun  fur  the  wuao  . 
u  ms;  be  dttermined  hj  the  faid  lodge.  AI»p^  to  Bkke  olioiea 
of  a  Miwtvr,  Warden*  and  (it)ier  affie«>bMKn,  MBIIftlly  or 
otherwise,  ai  they  rhull  ^re  ciiiikc  ;  |o  renaive  and  eollMt  fttnil«' 
for  tlio  relief  of  |>i>or  aiij  diitressc<i  lirctbrcn,  their  widows  or 
oliildran,  oad  in  genenkl  t<>  tmn^nct  all  matters  rolMtliig  to  H»> 
tomy  wblah  maj  to  tbom  apponr  to  bo  for  tho  good  of  tbo 
ermft,  Moordlof  lo  tbo  ueknt  uragw  uid  OBStontt  of  Hoaons." 

The  lodge  was  temporarily  organised  on  the  even-  i 
ing  of  the  day  when  the  iiicuiher?  rect  ived  their  . 
charter,  as  follows:  W.  M.,  Wiliiaiu  P.  Whiliug;  S.  | 
W.,  JoDathan  Wales,  Jr.;  J.  \V.,  Thomas  Frenob,  I 
Jr. ;  S.  D,t  Joflbua  Niles.   At  tbia  nieettng  ■  eom- 
mittce  was  chosen  to  parabaie  jewela  and  other 
nece'5.«ary  nrtictf-  fcr  (lie  lodsp.    Thf>  next  mcctin:: 
was  held  June  'S.id,  and  the  lodge  completed  its  per-  , 
maDeoc  organiutioo.    A  abort  time  after  a  cootro- 
veray  amae  respeeting  the  building  of  a  ball,  and  aa  a 
result  n  iiKijurity  of  the  njenibir^-  w ithdrew in  Jaonaij, 
1802.    This  uctidii  decreased  tht-  lod;_'<>  to  some  siiven 
or  eight  persons.    Duriog  1803  sotue  four  new  mciu- 
bers  joined ;  but  just  aa  tbe  lodge  seemed  to  bare  mw  j 
life  imparted  to  it  it  again  became  embarrassed  by  tbe 
UD-Hasonic  action  of  the  Master,  and  Jan.  31,  1803, 
he  was  «>\]nl!ed.    At  a  uieetin_'  lu>ld  Aj  ri!  1. 
II  uew  code  of  by-laws  was  accepted,  and  the  tuetn-  , 
bera  wbo  bad  previously  witbdrawn  Fejoioed  the 
lodge,  "  having  become  aatiafied  that  the  lodge  would 
now  aet  in  harmony."    A  new  choice  of  officers  was 
made,  as  follows :  W.  M.,  Jonathan  Wale  s  Jr  :  S. 
W.,  Thotnas  French,  Jr.  ;  J.  W.,  William  French  j 
Treas.,  Jacob  Niles;  Sec,  SimcoD  Alden. 

In  Novemb^,  1803,  tbe  aentiment  of  tbe  lodge 
appears  to  have  been  in  favor  of  a  removal  to  Quincy, 
and  ;i  pffirinn  to  that  (  fTcct.  pre-vtiti-d  ti.  iha  Graod  | 
Lodge,  tailed  torfh  the  toiiowin^  diiipeti.saiion  : 

"  To  nil  ill'  F xittrmtjt  to  irAotH  lh*»t  yrftutt  thaU  conu: 

"Snow  yi.;  that  on  a  petition  preferred  to  tbe  Orand 
Loiijf'^  uf  M;i---:icbiifflt«.  nn  the  fvtniu;;  of  the  iL'tti  ihi_\  uf 
De««mb«r,  StUti'Ji  (I&tl3),  by  the  oflicert  and  mcubert  of  Kural 
IiOdj(«,  for  pomUeion  to  bold  that  lodfe  In  futnro  in  tho  town 
of  Quiticy,  Ml  tbe  Couuty  of  Xurfulk,  wliii.-h  hy  the  within 
charter  wa»  establi»)ii.Hi  to  be  held  at  ItanUolph,  io  tmid  uuunt>  ; 

**  Ft  WM  Hnafllmoualy  voted  to  ifrant  ibo  prayor  of  tb«  ^ 
|ietiti<>ncrj<,  unii  tliat  Uurvl  I.u<i^o  rhuiild  bortaftor  hold  tbtir 
uiftiitiu((»  in  th«  town  <«f  4^uin«y  only.  ^ 
"Djr  oidor  oflbo  Hoot  Woiahlpfnl  Qrand  Maitcr. 

''Attest.  "Jo«!»  Pb«kto«, 

Thus  Rural  Lodtre  went  to  Quiucy,  and  there  it 
\ia»  siuec  remained  and  prospered. 

On  tbe  evening  of  Jan.  33, 1819,  a  few  of  tbe  ] 
brotbers  of  Rural  Lodge,  residing  in  Raodolph,  met  j 
at  the  teaidenee  of  David  Jaooba  for  tbe  pnrpoae  of  • 


making  some  amogeoients  fi>r  tbe  ibrmation  of  a 
lodge  in  their  own  town.  At  thia  meeting  Brother 
Simeon  Alden  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Brother 

Roynl  Turner  5cribe.  A  committ^f  wa«<  cho«*»n  to 
present  n  petition  to  the  Mtwt  Worshiplui  Omnd 
Lodge  of  Maaaaehuaetts  for  a  charter.  On  Jane  9, 
I819«  a  charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  the  following  charter  luembers  Rn\;il  Turner. 
Ephraim  Wales,  Luther  Thayer,  Jr.,  Hubert  Shnnk- 
laud,  Samuel  Freooh,  Isaac  Spear,  Le<inard  Aldcti. 
Timothy  Dorman,  Samuel  Thayer,  Jr^  Horatio  E 
Alden,  William  French,  and  Joebum  Nilea,  with  fuQ 
powers  and  authority  to  convene  as  Masons  in  Ran- 
dolph under  the  name  of  Norfolk  TTninn  l^dge. 
The  above  lodge  met  June  22,  1819,  at  tbe  hall  of 
Brother  Silas  Alden,  in  the  bnildtug  now  oeeapitd 
by  the  poaUoffiee,  printiog-ofliee,  ond  periodi<  m1  -re, 
and  chose  the  following  officers  :  W.  M.,  Royai  Tin 
ner;  S.  W.,  Epbraim  WhW:  J.  W  .  Lu»her  Tl  ay  r 
The  lodge  continued  to  meet  at  tiie  above  hall  untii 
1824,  afterwarda  meeting  in  tbe  ball  of  Brother  8«b 
T.  Thayer,  ball  of  Brother  David  Jacobs  (now 
Howard  Housc\  Shankland's  hall,  Hiram  Atl  i  ^ 
bril!,  luill  on  North  Street  (old  meeting-liouse),  and 
the  present  haii  (  Jones's  block). 

The  following  brotben  have  aerved  aa  Worsbipfil 
Masters  since  tbe  organization  of  Norfolk  Uoioa 
Lodge:  Royal  Turner,  1819-20  ;  Timothy  Dorman, 
1821  ;  Lmber  Thayer,  1822;  Aaron  lV«cott  ISi:^ 
25 i  Epbraim  Spear,  182(i;  George  Clark,  1617 ; 
John  Johnaon,  1828;  B.  L..  Wales,  1829;  Joha 
Wales,  1830-32;  Robert  Shanklaod,  183H-:U  ;  B 
L.  Wales,  1835-37  ;  H.  L.  Wales,  1855-56;  J. 
White  Bekhpr,  1857-r.3;  Jobrt  H.  Thayer,  1S64- 
60  J  Cyrus  Morton,  1807  ;  Henry  H.  Packard,  1868- 
70;  Frank  Morton,  1871-72;  Samnel  A.  Bat«>> 
1873-74;  Fnmk  Morton,  1875;  J.  Ti^dale  South- 
worth,  lS7<J-77;  N.  Everett  BueV,  IST^^  SO;  CiU^ 
roll  A.  Thayer,  18S1     »  .  Henry  A.  Belcher,  1883. 

Of  those  who  served  as  .^l asters  previous  lo  1837 
all  but  one,  Bradford  L.  Wales,  are  now  deceased. 
From  1833  to  1837,  owing  to  the  continued  perse- 
cation  of  .Ma.«(onry  cau.sed  by  the  so-called  Morizjn  pi- 
oitemcnf.  but  n  few  regular  enminunications  were  bclJ, 
aud  in  December,  1837,  the  charter  of  Norfolk  Unioa 
Lodge,  in  common  inth  those  of  autny  otbnr  Maaonle 
lodges,  waa  aurrandered  to  the  Moat  Wotsbipful 
Grand  Lodge.  During  the  next  eight  year^  ninnvof 
the  meiTiber«  pnsfed  awny,  but  in  IS.")."!  fli"  true  spint 
of  Masonry,  which  had  lain  dormaut  in  tho  hearts  <^ 
tbe  few  remaining  members,  kindled  with  a  new  file, 
and  seven  members  petitioned  the  Qimnd  Lodge  ftr 
the  return  of  tbe  charter;  and  at  the  Deoember  meet* 
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iiig  of  the  Uraad  Lo<lgc  in  thai  year  the  ckurter  was 
ntnracd,  and  a  aew  en  6onimMioed  io  th«  history  of 

Norfolk  Udiod  Jjod^e.  At  the  coiDmunicution  held 
in  Januarv,  1855,  Bradford  L.  Wales  was  tlio.?cn 
Worsliipful  Master ;  Isaac  Spear,  Senior  Wardeu  ; 
K-  S.  Cooant,  JaDiur  Warden.  From  1S57  to  1866, 
UDder  the  adtniDbtntion  of  Brolbm  J.  White 
Bekber  and  J.  B.  Thayer,  maay  Dames  were  added 
til  rhc  r>'\\  >>r  uiomhcrstiip  ;  but  many  othci-^.  who  ! 
Were  caiied  tu  i»erve  their  couutrj  io  the  late  Kebel-  , 
lioo,  left  to  return  no  mure.  I 

Prom  1866  to  the  praaettt  time  the  lodge  has  |>roe- 
pered,  havingOil itS rollof  lliedibei«hip  two  hundred  and  , 
oi-I.iy  r.nr  names  since  the  orfrnni/uiiun  nf  the  Io<I^'o,  j 
witii  a  prw»ent  uieiiiberi^hip  of  seventy-tve.  Of  the 
Mailers  who  have  served  since  1855,  the  Uvea  of  all 
bat  oDe  (Ojnu  Morton)  have  been  apared,  and  they 
are  to-daj  active  members  und  workers  ia  the  lodge.  ] 

Ri«it!.r  Star  Loil^r-,  No  Tt'>.  I  O.  ().  F,,  wn^  organ- 
ized .May  ^4,  ou  which  date  the  tirtii  meetini: 
was  held  in  the  office  of  John  King,  Esq.,  a  lawyer. 
This  neeting  was  a  prdiuioary  ooe,  and  was  called 
to  organize  the  lodge,  choose  officers,  and  adopt  a  j 
L-onMitution  and  by-laws.    The  wcond  mectiti.'  wn-^ 
held  on  June  li,  1845,  at  which  time  Kisin-i  8tar  j 
Lodge  was  inhlituted,  and  the  following  officers  in-  i 
stalled  by  offiens  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa-  I 
chusctis  :  N.  G.,  Hirmi  .\I.k-n  ;  \.  G.,  John  King;  j 
Sec,  R.  W.  Turner;   Trea;*..  Caleb  Stevens;  W., 
Samuel  Clark;    C,   William   1>.   D.i-'ttl;    ().  G., 
Joseph  S.  Rollins  ;  I.  G.,  Samuel  M.  Soulc;  K.  S.  , 
N.  G.,  Levi  Mano  (2d) ;  L.  S.  N.  G.,  J.  P.  D.  Wfl- ! 
kins;  R.  S.  V.  G.,  Levi  Mann  ;  L  S  V.  G.,  Scih  T.  ] 
King  .   Tn  vi -[i^atiii.1  Cuniuiittee,  L  \  i  .Mr 
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William  4a«h.  ijSi;;!^^ 

Lcjnunl  Poole  Jaljr  If 

Loniig  W.  Thn/w  „   Jan.  S,  IS51 

Jan.  5, 18»S 
July  19,  \m 

H.  C.  Whitaaiorf.................    Tun.  2, 1M4 

S.  O.  Tbayar.M.......  JuIt  2,  ISM 

( July  7,  IS61 

Gmrgt  H.  Jotofon.   -j  Jan.  14,  ISM 

(Jan.  7, 1S«1 
fJan.  6,W7 
{July  ifim 
12,  1863 

mm««  S.  Haadljr.  

W.  H.  A.  Taclrar  .Inn.  1669 

 -iJS'kisa 

DanfoTtb  Tharcr-   Jan.  6,  1882 

JnhnO.  PMl   July  15, 1887 

L  N.  Llnedd   July   e,,  1M8 

J.  b.  Hiitlmvrav   Jan.    4,  1888 

Uf^ip.a^'.  '  J'-'y 

I  Jan.   O,  1873 

M.  M.  AMan.   Jan.  3,  1878 

•«*an»**MtaM«    July  11, 1878 

Rnhmim  M«nn..   Jan.   2,  1871 

W.irrcu  -M.  l{;ibbiit  _    July  10,1871 

•--8"   {i*ry  iklwl 

J.  D.  F.  Lyooi   Jan.  1,  187J 

Jdhn  Y.  Chirk  ..».••«»<.    .luly   7,  I8JS 

U<«r«aW.lUw«  (j- 

Jamu  W,  White   Julj  6, 1874 

A.  (}.  Dean   July  10,  1878 

S.  Edgar  B«rr«n  jj-;  J;  IJJJ 

I>abiel  H.  Huxford   July   2,  1877 

Fwd  W.  Dyer   Jan.   7.  1878 

Wales  French   July   I,  187t» 

A.  L.  Chase   J<iii.  13, 1879 

A,  W.  Hamilton   July  12,  188* 

Willinm  A.  Croak   J»n.   3,  ix'd 

H.  nrv  H.  Shadd   Jan.   ».  imZ 

J..I111  K.  Nickereon   July  1M,  i!i»2 

J'i;cifb  Bolebar   Jan.    1,  1813 

EdwiD  B.  Uavker.....   Jaly  8, 1883 


To 

July  1,  IflSO 
Jnn.  4,  ISSB 
Jnn.  r>.  |8il 
Julv  1851 
July  1»,  1852 
Jan.  .H, 
July  17.  I.'«54 
Jan.  n,  1858 
Jan.  5,  1S52 
July  11.  1858 
Jan.  0.  1873 
July  -.'0,  1847 
Jan.  7.  IMI 
gojit.  11',  1884 
July  Vi,  1858 
Jnn.  fi,  im 
J<ilv  11, 
July  1«60 
Jnn.  17,  lsfi7 
July  11.  lSf,2 
J»u.  C,  l»fi* 
J.1D.  4,  1809 
July  1:',  ISfiV 

Jjii>'.  187(1 

July  7.  IS73 
Jiilr  1 1,  197U 
Jan.  2,  1M71 
July  1".  IS71 
Jan.  1.  1H72 
1,  187'.' 
3,  1-476 
6,  1873 
i.  1874 
fi,  1874 
July  12, 1S7» 
Jan.  4,  1876 
Jan.  I,  1877 
Julv  2.  1877 
July  I  J.  !««iu 
Jan.  I87S 
July  1,  IS78 
Jan.  13.  1878 

Jan.  6,  I  SHU 
J:ili.  .'!,  I  SSI 
Jutl.    ^,  1SS2 

July  10,  i^sa 
Jan.  I.  I  SSI! 
July  a,  ISS3 
DaM. 


July 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Julv 


:imi 


Caleb  Stevens,  Samuel  M.  Soule ;  Scene  Supporters^ 
George  JcDniogs,  William  T.  Cooper. 

Bdow  ia  a  liat  of  the  Noble  Gninda  of  the 
•inee  ilaintftttation,  with  their  terma  of  serrice : 

Jlmkm  Aitien 
Jaha  Kins 


*••»•»  ******  »*»t  ■  •«••'  •  ■  ■ 


Oikb  Stctrma...... 

L«vi  Mann  2dl.. 
J.  P.  i).  Wiliiin-i. 

I>aBi<l  Howard ... 

a.  II.  Mecuen.... 

Samuel  Clark  

Kalph  Uooghton 

Banwnl  Oremft 


From 

To 

Julio    '.i.  1S4:"> 

Oo(. 

IK4:, 

(itt.  7.  \  '-i:> 

Jan. 

«. 

isjfi 

(  Jau.    fi.  ls4i; 

April 

7, 

is-l«i 

;  Julv  17,  i>.>i 

J:in. 

lo. 

ISS.i 

'  .1,111'.  -2-2,  ISt56 

July 

y. 

1S6B 

•  liiij.    .5,  l'i7i) 

July  III,  IS7<1 

.  Ai.ul  7,  ISlfi 

July 

7, 

l.SM 

(  0,  t.     Ci,  lH4ii 

Jii  n. 

\H47 

Julv    7,  \»4(\ 

Oct. 

ISifi 

[  .l.iii'.    .').  l.S-17 

July 

IS  17 

j  Jan.  15,  hSjj 

July 

l-id 

1  .<<  |.t.  1 2,  1  Sfi  1 
1  Jan.  M,  1S«7 

•}•' 

lM',15 

July 

l.i! 

ISli7 

.)uly    11,  IS  17 

.Inn. 

■i. 

1S4S 

Jan.  l-^is 

Julv 

IS  18 

July   :i,  ISIH 

.111!,. 

r. 

isiy 

J.m.   1,  IS4« 

Jtilv 

-» 

|siy 

'  .Milv  1 1,  !"<.">«; 

.litn. 

5. 

IS -17 

j  .I..IV    2,  \^Vi 

Jan. 

17. 

ISjt) 

I  .\u.y  11,  ^S.^,:! 

Jnn. 

IS..  4 

■;  July  12,  ISoS 
[Jaa.  8^1888 

Jan. 

l»uU 

Jnly 

«. 

1888 

The  present  officers,  for  the  i< mi  be^itiiiitig  Jan. 
7,  1881,  are:  N.  G.,  Edwin  ii.  Hooker;  V.  G., 
Chaa.  H.  Thayer;  Rce.  Sec.,  Frank  N.  Deane;  Per. 
See.,  A.  L.  (%ase;  Trees.,  Ghaa.  E.  Lyona;  Warden, 
Thos.  Stetson;  Conductor,  Geo.  W.  Hawes;  O.  G., 
FT.  H.  Bromade;  L  G.,  M.  Norton  Hunt  ;  11  .'^  N. 
G.,  S.  Edgar  liurrell ;  L.  S.  N.  G.,  H.  H.  bhodU  ;  R. 
S.  V.  G.,  Goo.  A.  Payne ;  L.  8.  V.  0.,  H.  L.  Spear ; 
R.  S.  a, Chaa. Middkton ;  L.  6.  S.,  Saml.  A.  Foster; 
Chaplain.  Elmer  L.  Willis. 

The  lotl<:e  is  now  in  a  very  prosperous  eornlition, 
numbering  over  one  hundred  members,  it  owns  the 
building  vrbich  it  oocupiea. 

Randolph  Lodge,  No.  524,  Knights  of  Honor,  iraa 
instituted  March  22,  1877.  The  present  officers  are : 
l».  D  ,  Ira  H.  Hen!*;  D  ,  W.srr,,,  P  Aldun ;  V.  D., 
George  B.  Bryant;  A.  >ie^ou  E.  Knights;  C, 
GuBtavttS  Tbayer ;  G.,  Cyras  N.  Thayer ;  R.,  Daniel 
B.  White;  F.  B.,  Uiaot  W.  Baker;  T.,  Gharlea  H. 
Belcher;  G.,. William  W.  Wbite;  8.,  Geoi^  B. 
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Nichols.  It  hu  a  membership  of  fifty-six,  and  is  io 
good  working  oonditioD. 

Union  Lodge,  No.  43'(.  Knii^lu^  and  Ltdies  of 
Honor,  waR  infiimted  May  13, 18S1.  It  is  now  offi- 
cered aa  follows:  P.  P.,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hoibroulc ;  P., 
Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Hawes ;  V.  P.,  Mr«.  Rojal  W.  Thayer ; 
S.,  Hre.  H.  W.  Baker;  F.  S.,  M.  W.  Baker;  C.» 
Miss  Helen  M.  Houghton;  T.,  Mr«.  Watc-  Lyons; 
<!.,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Bromade;  G.,  Mra.  Nel«on  K 
Kuights ;  S.,  Cyrus  N.  Tliayer. 

Webster  Council,  No.  451,  Royal  Arcanum,  was 
inttitnted  Harek  17, 1880.  Th«  Regents  hne  been 
as  follows  :  1880,  Charles  E.  Hisrjiins  ;  1881,  Daniel 
H.  Iluxf-.r-J;  1*^82,  Geor-e  H.  Wilkius ;  1883, 
Williuui  A.  Croak.  Present  officers :  R.,  Henry  L. 
Spear ;  V.  R,,  L.  Morton  Packard ;  O.,  Joseph 
Belcher;  P.  B.,  William  A.  Croak;  S.,  Walter  H. 
Lyons;  C,  Edward  H.  Bromade;  T.,  Franklin  W. 
Huyili'i)  ;  Ci..  William  B.  Brown  ;  C-,  Jjcwis  S. 
Paine  ;  W.,  Waller  M.  Howard  ;  S.,  Frank  E.  Fay  ; 
M.  E.,  Dr.  Frank  C.  Granger ;  R.  to  G.  C,  Wni.  A. 
Croak ;  Alternate,  George  H.  Wilkina. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  are  several  other  tem- 
perance and  social  oriraniMfions  in  thi'  town,  all  of 
which  are  flourishing  and  doing  a  good  work. 

The  Randolph  Choral  Society  merits  a  word  by 
itself.  Mneie  has  always  flourished  in  Randolph,  and 
the  choral  society  has  enjoyed  upwards  of  thirty 
years  of  useful  lifo.  The  members  have  practiced 
gcneraiiy  some  of  the  best  music  by  the  best  masters, 
— such,  for  iostance,  as  Haydn's  '*  Creation,"  Men- 
delaaohn'a  "St.  Pad,"  Heeart'e  " Twelfth  Mass  "  and 
Haydn's  "  Seasons."  The  society  vit^ited  both  the 
CTcat  "  Jubilees"  held  in  Boston  in  18G9  and  1872, 
with  one  hundred  members.  At  that  time  the  late 
Dr.  Bbeneier  Alden  was  president  and  Hr.  John  B. 
Thayer,  «  widely-known  mualeian,  ehMiater.  Ifr. 
Thayer  filled  ttw  latter  office  aoosptably  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years.  Dr.  Alden  was  succeeded  in  the 
presidency  by  Mr.  Alfred  W.  Whitcomb.  The 
present  offioers  are:  President,  Hon.  Wioslow  Bat- 
tlea ;  Viee-President,  John  B.  Thayer;  Coadaetor,  L. 
F.  Brackett ;  Secretary,  Oeotge  C.  Spear.  The  preB> 
ent  menibi  rsliip  is  abottt  feventy. 

Business. — Randolph  was  one  of  the  pioneer  "  shoe 
towns"  of  the  State,  and  the  business  of  maoufaetnr- 
ing  boots  and  shoes  still  remains  her  ohief  industry. 
It  dates  back  to  the  beginnin:;  of  tlie  century,  and 
one  cannot  help  being  impres^sed,  on  iookinii  Imek- 
ward  over  the  years,  with  the  vast  improvenienca  and 
changes  which  have  taken  phiee.  Madiinery  has 
done  It  all.  Maohinery  has  awept  away  the  little 
•hoeuakein'  shopa  which  were  ibrmerij  ■eatterad  all 


through  the  rcigion,  and  baa  eansed  to  be  erected  in 
tbdr  stead  the  great  factory  buildings  of  the  preseat 
day.  Formerlyi  the  work  went  to  the  v,  T.  tiaa; 
now,  tliL-  workman  proc<i  to  his  work.  In  the  uld 
days  a  man  who  had  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker 
knew  all  about  the  details  of  manufaeture,  and  eeuld 
turn  out,  with  hb  own  hands,  a  complete  aitide  ef 
footwear.  To-day  the  workman  of  the  «hops  knows 
only  liii?  pMrticular  Lranoli.  .iml  is  practically  i_'T'<T.int 
of  ail  others.  Ue  is  a  small  cogwheel  in  a  great 
machine,  instead  of  being,  as  formerly,  the  thoron^ 
master  of  all  parts  of  his  trade.  Team  ago  it  was 
customary  for  shoemakers  to  travel  miles  to  Randolph 
after  "stock."  They  would  load  up  with  tli.-  nnuhly 
cut  "  raw  material,"  and  take  it  away  to  their  r^. 
specttve  homes  for  completion.  Sometimes,  when  k 
was  more  convenient,  aererat  of  these  ahoemaken 
would  jointly  occupy  the  same  apartOMttt,  and  werk 
as  a  [»^parat(»  "  crnng."  whieh  was  thenoare(*t  approach 
to  the  factory  system  of  the  present  time.  To  Ran- 
dolph came  workmen  from  widely  scattered  towns, 
oflien  many  miles  distant,  seeking  fbr  work  to  be  done 
at  their  houK-s.  It  ao  interesting  Iket  that  at  the 
period  to  whicJi  allu-ioii  is  made  the  pre!»ent  flonrish- 
inp  "  shoe  city"  of  Brockton  (then  the  little  villige 
of  North  Bridgewater)  paid  tribute  to  Randolph,  and, 
together  with  the  remaintng  villages  of  the  old  torn 
of  Bridgewater,  us  well  as  the  Abingtons,  HattfOC, 
Halifax,  Woyuioutli,  Braintrce,  and  other  towns,  sent 
thitlter  Utr  sihoemakcrs  for  empbymeot.    The  quality 


of  the  leather  used  in  shoemaking  then  was  as 
superior  to  that  now  employedaa  ^dumay  upfmaam 
of  the  maoufaotured  product  waa  inferior  to  thestyioh 

r»ntwcar  of  the  present  year  of  trrace.  Everything 
was  dono  by  hand.  The  men  did  the  heavier  work, 
while  in  almost  every  bouse  the  "  women  Iblki^' 
turned  an  honest  penny  bj  "  fitting'  or  aiding"  boofi, 
i.e.,  sowing  up  the  side-seams  of  the  legs  with  waxed 
thrL-ad,  holding  the  boot,  mcanwhtk-,  fast  in  a  p»ir 
of  wooden  "clamps."  As  tiiere  were  no  railroads, 
shipments  were  stow  and  anoertain.  It  was  oomnsa 
enough  for  a  man  to  load  boots  into  aadm  and  cany 
them  into  Boston  on  horseback. 

Mr.  l>avid  Burrpi!,  still  hale  and  hearty  at  ciirhty- 
two,  and  himself  one  of  the  pioneer  boot  and  sbtw 
manufacturers  uf  the  town,  aaid  to  the  writer,  reoeotlj, 
that  he  well  remembered  that  during  the  war  el 
1812.  when  the  presence  of  Brittah  eruiaers  off  (he 
Atlantic  sealioani  inuJe  Hhipmcnt."  by  water  uo'«afe, 
men  would  kiad  ux-leanui  with  bool^  (the  latter  being 
placed  in  empty  molasses  hogsheads),  ood  in  that 
priroitlTe  Ihsbiou  make  their  ah»w  way  aoatbwaid  iuio 
G60igiaaadotii«noftbeSontheni8tttei.  ThesaM 
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ofltDfemma,  when  asked  to  name  the  first  shoe  nuuni- 
ftfltiinrof  the  town,  gitfe  the  name  of  Ca|>t.  Thomas 
Fkeneh  aa  hang,  if  oot  the  earlieBt,  eertainly  one  of  | 
the  Tery  fir«t.    He  had  a  tannery,  located  on  the  site  i 
of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Wales,  and 
naDufactared  shoea  to  some  ezteot.   Other  early  \ 
MtBoftetnreri  w«re  baee  Tbajer,  Silaa  Aldeo,  Etea^ 
mr  Bcal,  AMen  &  Tolman,  Howard  d  Nilea,  Setb 
M»iin  k  Co.,  Burrell  &  Maguire,  John  Alden,  Hirain  , 
Alden,  Luther  Thayer,  Oliver  Leach,  William  Abbott,  | 
David  Parker,  Levi  Maoo,  Hano  &  OdeU,  Charles  | 
HeOtt^t  Wales  Wenlvonb,  Jamea  Litdefield,  Jamce  j 
A.  Tower,  Samuel  Frendl,  Henry  Bass,  John  Wales, 
Jolin  Belcher,  Ezra  Thayer.  Alexander  Stron'r,  I)nn- 
iel  Howard,  Alfred  W.  Wbitcomb,  Matthew  Clark  & 
Co.,  Maoo  &  Sawio,  Jooathao  W.  Beloher,  ete. ; 
vbile  of  more  recent  date  are  J.  Warren  Bdohw,  | 
Howard  &  French,  F.  Clark  &  C<>..  Charles  H.  How- 
ard, arid  Geor-e  II.  Hurt       Co.    Otht-r  firms  there  ; 
were,  and  are ;  but  :ts  tlie  j  risciit  article  docs  not  { 
attempt  to  serve  the  purpub<%  ul'  »  gazetteer  or  of  a  { 
dueetory,  no  attonpt  will  be  made  to  make  the  list 
scmpalously  complete. 

More  than  passing  mention  should  be  irunle.  how-  j 
ever,  of  the  pre.'«;nt  firm  of  George  H.  iiurt  &  Co., 
which  is  coiisidorably  the  largest  in  the  town  at  the 
present  time,  em]iloying  aomn  three  bnodred  hands,  oe- 
capying  two  connecting  factories  (the  largest  being  one 
ljuiiJrci]  and  sixty-two  feet  in  len2:th),  and  tnanufac- 
taring  from  twenty  thousand  to  twenty-four  thousand 
ernes  of  fine  calf  booU  per  year.  The  boainees  was 
bcisiiD  bj  Alexander  Strong  in  1849,  and  he  oon- 
tiraed  a  partner  in  the  business,  either  active  or 
sflent,  until  his  death.  His  son,  Edward,  was  also 
ideniiiied  with  the  business  for  many  yeats,  withdraw- 
ing some  two  yearcs  ago.  Mr.  Sidney  Frendi  was 
the  firm**  a^t  in  charge  of  the  Ihetorj  nntil  abont . 
18T1»  when  Mr.  George  B.  Bryant,  the  proiieut  agent,  j 
Boccceded  him.  Thi*  conctTn  has  oth.  r  factories  in 
the  "  shoe  towns"  of  Marlboro'  uud  Urooklield.  The 
pay-roll  at  the  Randolph  factory  ia  from  (welre 
thoasand  to  fifteen  thonmnd  dolbun  per  month. 

Mr.  C'li  rl  -  II.  Howard,  who  manufactures  fine 
boots  and  shoc.'i,  is  (juite  an  old  estalilished  manufac- 
turer, and  like  the  other  principal  remaining  manu- 
facturers, Howard  &  Frenoh  and  P.  Clark  A  Co.,  does 
a  pwqwnwm  and  inereamng  basioem. 

The  following  interesting  boot  and  shoe  statistics 
am  l^en  from  the  eensoe  of  18&0 : 

Ntimber  of  e*t&bliihment«;   M 

Employes  (m«l«)  over  sixteen  ft'(9 

"       (fero.iiei  >j\  «r  sixteen   ^2 

Totftl  wages  paid  during  jrear.^   $3U0,^43 

Oaipilal  UTwted.*  ».»..»«....».............»»«........  m,m 


Stock  aiic<I  „   $721,450 

Value  of  product.........   1,183,300 

The  boot  and  shoe  ahipmenta  for  1333  were  38,000 
cases. 

Th«  firm  of  J.  W.  Pkntt  A  Oo.  is  an  old  and  pros- 
penms  one.   Cbtf  ahoe-laoes  an  n  specialty,  while  n 

Ur;ge  bosioess  in  leather  remnants  is  also  done.  Over 
on(>  hiindrc<!  thniisnnd  dollars'  worth  of  work  is  an- 
nually turned  out. 

Heams.  George  C.  Spear  A  Co.,  who  &d  ttoln- 
nvety  in  leather  remnants,  hare  bnilt  np  a  henry  and 
growing  trade,  their  gooda  being  nported  to  a  ooo- 

sidfralfh'  cxt.'T'' 

Pire  Department. — For  yean  the  town  has  main- 
tained an  efteient  Ire  department.  The  old  hand- 
machines>*»Fire-Kmgr  "FearleM,"  and  »Inde- 
pendeooe" — have,  however,  been  replaced  by  two 

steamerx.  an  extinguisher,  and  the  requisite  ho«e  and 
hook-and-lndder  companies.  In  years  past  nearly  all 
the  prominent  men  (kP  the  town  bnd  belonged  lo  the 
deportment,  and  had  "  mn  wid  der  machine"  to  fires 
with  youthful  ardor,  in  order  to  assist  at  "  breaking 
her  down"  Bccordtnir  to  tlio  fashion  of  the  times. 
The  present  departuenl  is  in  a  high  state  of  effi- 
eiency*   Mr.  C.  A.  Wales  is  chief  engineer. 

Statistins. — It  has  seemed  meet  oonrenient  and 
appropriate  that  certain  statii?tical  information  respect- 
ing the  town  be  grouped  under  a  sinijlc  .'t-neral  head. 
The  subdivisions  will  be  clearly  indicated. 

The  foUowing-named  persona  hare  Serred  the  town 
as  selectmen  from  its  inoorperatbn  in  1793  to  the 
present  time  (Jannaiy,  1884) : 


Joseph  wut^  Jr,  tr»s-0S, 

1800-4. 
Dr.  EbenvMr  Ald«n,  179S-V4. 

MiuaU  White,  Jr..  17P3-181-. 
Sammt  B«m,  17«d-9H,  ISOO,  I 

TlKMuas  Fnneli,  nM,i  1805- 
11. 

Zaeb*w  Thsj«r,  1301. 

Jiinatban  liclcher,  ISU4. 
Josoph  Portpr,  l!*07. 
Niithatiiel  8|>ear,  IHtl8. 
Jooathan  Wakx,  Jr..  1.SI2-17. 
Jacob  Wbitoouib,  Jr.,  1813. 
Ju»ph  Linlt«ld,  1814-17, 1922 
-26. 

Sflth  Haaa,  IS18-M,  1828-80. 
Royal  Turan,  1818,  1881-24, 

1S2S. 

ZwM  Frmeh,  1818-21. 

Luthur  Thayer,  18IU-20. 
Horatio  B.  Aldru,  182&-27. 
Thomai  Howard,  1825-27. 
Lewia  Whileomb,  1828-28. 


John  Porter,  1 820-.t0. 
Bmty  B.  Alden,  IS29-;i4. 
Joabna  S|)«ar,  Jr.,  1831-32, 

1835-39. 
David   BianebMd,  1S3I-32, 

18S4. 18»2. 


JoDatban  White,  lS;t3. 
Zmm  Fmtth,  Jr.,  1885-49. 
■^1  III  UP?  Thayer,  Ig35-:t8. 
Uuiijaiijin  Uiuhiird:',  1839-44. 
Isaac  Tower,  1S3H-61, 
Aaron  I'reacotI,  1815. 
Jonathan  Wale«,  18.16-60. 
Umdford  L.Walej.  18il-:)3. 
Arehibald  Woodauw,  1852. 
Jolin  T.  Jordan,  1888. 
J.  White  Bdohor,  1888-68, 

lMI-72. 
Seth  Mana  (2d),  1854-5T,  185* 

-r.n,ls«2-64,  1872-7.3,  1878. 
Thomn*  White,  Jr..  1854-55. 
Jaoob   Wbltoonb^  1888«88, 

1887-88. 
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E|ihn>iiii  Mnno,  tHjiri-fiT. 
liontio  B.  AldMi,  Jr.,  1858-61^ 

LcmntI       WbitiMnb,  1859, 

Jobn  Adkina,  1864-60. 

Nalhnniel  Howard.  l«rt.>-67. 
John  L  nderit»>,  lS<j9'7l. 


John  T.  Flocl,  1  -  s 
JaniM  A. Tow«r,  1874-73,  IS''. 
-79. 

.•^idiipy  French,  1H"«,  IsfiO. 
DMiiei  UowArd,  l»77-7». 
RajrftI  T.  Mmh,  IBBO-SS. 

John  Herry  Thayer,  IS8l  -!*3. 
Itufu«  Alb«rt  Tb»jr«r,  l^bA. 


The  academy,  tlie  AtheDiBaai,aiMl  the  aocietiai  etea 
that  with  the  ponderooa  name — ^have  (br  a  loog  line 
been  eztioct. 


The  following'  nnmed  peraone  havo  served  the  town 
us  town  cl«-rk  and  traasum  up  to  the  preseat  time 

(January,  1884)  : 


Samuel  iinw,  i7l>:^US,  ISOO-C. 
ZMhcaiTlMyw,  1799, 18«7-«. 

Jonathnn  WiiU>,  Jr.,  lHi»9-^2. 
Koya]  Turn.fr,  182:;  2X. 
H«iiry  B.  .\ldt  ii,  lK2'.(-34. 
AWin  KiddMT,  ]S35-3$. 


Bmarord  L.  Wale«,  1839-43. 
Elesxer  Beal, 

IliiAiii  C.  A  Idea,  1854-88,  ISfi.i 

-76,  l^SO  S3. 
Henry  Slcvpn»,  1861. 
Cbarioa  C.  Farnbam,  1877-79. 


In  1840  there  wa.s  published  a  plan  of  Kan  lolph, 
from  surveys  made  by  E.  Bi-al,  Jr.  In  the  right- 
hand  upper  corner  of  this  map  wa.s  mmo  letter-preas 
giving  a  Ivw  fuut^  respecting  the  town.  Under  (he 
bead  of  *<  emfdojmenta"  waa  the  following  amy  of 
atalifltice,  whieh  it  not  without  interaat  at  the  praaent 
day 

The  chief  nranuliacture  in  that  of  boots  and  shfjca. 
lo  1837  there  were  made  20U,175  pairs  of  boots,  and 
470,620  patra  of  shoes  and  brogaoa,  of  the  estimated 
value  of  $941,715.  There  weiv  dim  employed  in 
tliis  business  801  male*  and  <>77  iiiiilcf*.  The  oecu- 
pations  of  the  heads  of  families  (1839),  some  ot 
whom  arc  females,  are  as  follows:  The  whole  num- 
ber of  families  in  town  ia  677 ;  of  these,  464  are 
boot  and  »hoc  maken;  60,  farmers  ;  4^  metxhants; 
4'),  laborer?*;  2.">.  enrpenter-s  ;  C,  miilurs;  5.  InuiLcrM: 
4,  Htone  cutters  ;  4,  tailor;* ;  IJ,  wheelwri^-iii.s  ; 
blacksmiths;  2,  harncs:»  mukcrji ;  2,  painters  ;  2,  cur- 
riers ;  t, landlord ;  1,  cabinet-maker ;  l,briek-maker ; 

1.  ^  |)er;  1,  basket'maker  ;  1,  sailor.    Of  the  me- 

i  Ikuius,  40  are  eii'.::i'_'(>d  durinfr  the  Hummer  in  farm- 
iii::,  Of  thei<e  mechanics  and  laborers,  58  arc  emi- 
grants. Fidy  uf  the  families,  taken  as  they  rbe, 
namber  250  inhabitants,  whose  avenge  is  23 
years." 

Under  the  caplion  ''literary,'"  the  old  map  said, 
"  Randolph  Academy  was  incorporated  in  IH'SA,  and 
its  average  number  of  tH-'hulars  is  from  80  to  100. 
The  Atheoasam  has  202  volumes.  The  Philoa- 
Icthian  Society  ha.s  2;^0  volumes.  The  Female  Kead- 
inj;    CharitnM''  P -l  i  ly  22S   volumes.  The 

schools  for  uitierent  parts  ot  the  town  are  10.  The 
number  of  scholars  in  1838,  frum  4  to  IC  years  of 
age,  waa  840  ;  and  in  the  scholars  were  911. 
The  amount  rai.*ed  l>y  t.ix  for  public  schools  the  latter 
year  waa  tlOOO,  and  the  som  for  1840  is  92U00." 


I 


Numbor  of  familic'i   y.U) 

NuiiiV't«rof  dwclling.t     771 

.\uiiiiierof  nnlive  liorii  per»<»n!<   '.'.2fH 

NuiubtTof  foreign  burn  jiersons   748 

Number  of  (ivrrons  who  cannot  writ<>,  iiff^d 

ten  yerirs  und  upwnrdii   183 

Number  uf  p«rfODt  who  oMintit  rc»>J,  s^mI 

tm  yean  and npinirdi........*..............  108 


Ve«r. 

ISilll. 
1 H20  , 

\K'A). 

1840. 
1880. 


rOPVLATIOJI. 

ViNir.  Vl 

•  a....     1  1  1 

1  Mill  

an 

i'M 
S3T4 
Mi 


WSJ 


Towv  mar. 


Anraat. 

Tear. 

AmoaiiL 

...  ;i8,.%i».M 

lHl3as»s« 

 89,940.90 

l^f  4«**«e 

MP**......  87|808>66 

24,3^.84 

Is7r-.  

  2I,fil0.45 

!>!'■!  

I9,751.«» 

(uliniatcd  Feb.  1,  1S81 

V  ALT' ATI  I  ».V. 


Y»nr. 

Totnl. 

ISTO  

...  ?1,4.".4.1!»0 

?i,4.'i;.?«<) 



...  i,4->'".".:'> 

.'><»i,y.iu 

'.tTl.iiVj 

■.'..)4ii.uSi) 

2,r..'ix.'>.'r,f 



...    1.11.4."  Ill 

t.i-Ti.li") 

lan 

1,4C1,3(V0 

tt«,440 

JnM  

...  l,4««>,ViO 

«)9.4«) 

|K>1  

...  i.4i.».  ;'n> 

r>!*4,lh>> 

■i4!V..nrj  !<",t 

1SS3  

...  i.mAiu 

Till  U  it» 

OH  Sl'"'l. 

flT  oi 

.■I  1 1 M 

1  >.i«:) 

UQO 

t4W 

I  j  t  /i 

1  '.<i 
M") 
M.4M 
M-O" 

IT.lKI 

U.,:<| 
Uf* 


•  I«  I8T.1,  til"  \r»r  aftvT  tttt  MttlSf  oV  of  Bolbtook  ftvai 
fh<?re  WM  tncludvd  ia  the  total  Talnalloa  li  "  "  * 

ciKliir-amr  tbottMad  thn*  handiad  and 
1  uriHiratlon  Mock  vwMi  br  nHld»nta  of 

SlJiU'. 

t  Iticlndinc  ^anl.  nn  !   mi  j.  .Mtiuii  ktn.  k. 
4  lluea  aut  iuiluilu  tMiik  und  curpunitiuii  olock. 


I  h«iN  |i*«u  tamr  baadnd  m 
Id  clsbtjr  dollan  of  taab 
r  landolpb,  and  taaad  i$  tk* 


BIOGKAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

BBBNBZBR  ALDBN,  H.]>.l 
The  mi)^«t  of  (ilus  aketch  was  horn  in  what  ii  now 
the  town  of  Kandolph,  Maaa.,  March  17,  1788.  At 
the  time  of  his  birth  this  territory  constitut-fl  the 

joMthfrlv  |irs'cinc<  of  the  ancient  town  of  Tkuiuin*, 
and  was  organized  into  the  sej>araie  township  of  Bee* 

1  Bjr  Rsv.  InonsM  N.  Tartoos,  J>.D. 
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dolpb  in  1793.    Ad  eodeuMtiad  parish  had  baen  |  States,  being  a  desoendaot  of  Roth,  the  daughter  of 

formed  bars  Maj  28,  1731,   On  the  8th  of  June,  Joho  Alden. 

ISSl,  ctirrc'ponflinL:  in  the  new  style  with  the  date        Goini;  back,  now  a  .siiiLiIe  step,  let  us  ninke  our  do- 

aboTO  mciitionrd.  tlie  church  at  limidolpb  celebrated  parturc  from  the  first  Dr.  Ebenczer  Alden.    The  track 


ita  one  huudreJ  aud  tiliieth  anuiversarj  with  appro- 
priate and  deeply  inierestiDg  senriocs.  Had  this  eveDt 
ooeorred  in  the  days  of  Dr.  Aldan's  straogth  and 


over  which  we  have  just  traveled  will  serve  to  show 
that  he  came  of  a  rdigiooa  stoek.  He  was  educated 
at  Plainfleld  Academy,  Coonectii  ut,  and  having  pnr^ 


art'vi'y  io  man  would  have  borne  a  more  prnminent    sued  his  Tnetlical  studies  with  Dr.  Kli.->lia  Perk  Ids,  was 

part  in  it  than  he,  for  this  wan  a  field  in  which  he    invited,  in  due  Ibrni,  to  wtfle  in  the  Houtti  Parifih  or 

was  especially  at  home.    As  it  was,  the  iiiauuMcripl^    Freciuct  of  Braiutrcc.    He  waa  called  there  m  1761, 

and  pnbUshed  artides  which  bo  had  ieft  behind  be-  |  as  the  man  the  people  had  diosen  few  their  phytudan, 

came  the  chief  sources  of  iDfomation  for  those  who  j  jnstaa  the  Bev.  Jooathan  Strong,  D.D.,  a  few  yean 

took  the  principal  parts  in   thii*   commemoration,    later,  wa.s  called  to  bf»  their  mini>ter.    Tliis  wn.H  a 

Throughout  the  service."  his  name  came  up  eonnjioally    {jood  old  New  KuL^land  custom  wiiich  wc  have  now 

as  authority  for  statements  made,  and  was  Uicuiioned    outgrown.    It  was  ju^t  uue  hundred  years  Irum  the 

always  with  gratitnde  and  lore.  |  ooning  to  Bandolpb  of  the  first  Dr.  Bbeneser  Alden 

I)r.  Alden  was  of  the  seventh  'feneration  from  i  to  the  death  of  the  seoond.    These  two  men,  in  the 

.  I         .      .      .  . 

John  Alden,  of  the  "  Mayflower."    The  line  of  sue-    finalities  of  their  intellects  and  their  characters,  were 

cpssion  from  this  honored  founder,  as  traced  by  him-    in  many  respects  alike,  thoui^h  the  .son  bad  enjoyed 


«iell'  and  gathered  from  his  vulumc  entitled  "  The 
Alden  Memorisl,**  is  ss  follows: 


larger  opportunities  for  general  and  profetuiioDal  edu- 
cation than  the  ihther.   When  Dr.  Alden,  Sr.,  died 


Of  the  eleven  ehildren  of  John  and  Prtscilla  (Mul-  |  at  Baodolph  (  of  typhoid  fever),  Oct.  IG,  1806,  his 
ItTis)  Aldcn.  the  second  was  Joseph,  who  was  born  in  I  pastor,  Rev.  Dr.  Struie.'.  said  of  liim,  "  Tlie  duties 
Plymouth  in  lG-4,  In  early  manhood  he  became  a  ;  nf  hi«  profe-^'^ifin  he  discharged  with  reputation  to 
citizen  of  Bridgcwater.  I  himseit  and  gtuai  uscfulucss  to  bis  employers.  His 

Of  the  five  ehildren  of  Joseph  and  Haiy  (Simmons)  circle  of  hnsineas,  though  small  at  first,  gradudly  in- 
Alden,  the  seoond  was  Joseph,  who  was  horn  in  l(i67.  |  oressed  until  it  became  extensiTe.  Asa  physician  ho 
He  was  known  Deacon  Joseph,  and  lived  in  what  j  was  remarkably  prudent,  attentive,  iuid  iiucces-sful. 
is  now  South  Bridgewat^r.  '  Durint;  the  latter  part  ui  hi.s  life  his  advice  wa«  much 

Of  the  ten  cbildrco  of  Deacon  Joseph  aud  llauuah  sought  and  reiipccted  by  his  brethren  of  the  iacuity 
(Danham)  Alden,  of  Bridgcwater,  the  ddest  was   in  his  rieiaity.    No  physician  in  this  part  of  the 


Daniel,  who  was  born  Jan.  29,  1G91.  This  Daniel  '  country  possessed  the  love  and  cou6dcnce  of  his  pa- 
rcuiained  an  inhabitant  of  Bridgcwater  for  a  timO)  |  ticntjj  to  a  higher  detiree.  This  was  evident  from  the 
and  then  removed  to  Stnflford,  Conn.  universal  sorrow  felt  at  his  deccjise." 

Of  the  eleven  cbildrcn  of  Daniel  and  Abigail  His  own  son,  in  "The  Alden  Memorial,  '  ^ays  of 
(Sbaw)  Alden,  the  seoond  wss  Daniel,  who  was  bom  |  him,  "  He  was  eminently  a  child  of  the  covenant,  bn 
8q)t.  5,  1720.  This  la^t  Daniel  lived  in  Stafford,  parents  and  grandparento  and  thdia  on  both  sides 
rnnn  ,  in  Cornish,  N.  11  ,  and  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  d«)wn  to  the  6rst  ancestors  who  came  in  the  "  May- 
whcre  he  died.    He  was  known  as  iJeacnn  Daniel,        flower,"  having  been  members  of  the  Conprei:ational 

Of  the  twelve  children  of  DeaouD  Daniel  aud  June  |  Church  ;  and,  so  far  us  is  known,  having  honored 
(Tamer)  Alden,  the  fifth  was  Bbeneser,  who  was  born  I  their  Christian  profession."  Not  only  wss  he  an  able 
at  Stafford,  Conn.,  July  4,  1755.  i  physician  with  a  wide  aud  increasing  practice,  but  ho 

Of  the  three  cbildnMi  of  Ebenezcr  and  Sarah  (Bass)  was  also  a  ni'  dieal  teaeb-  r.  Quite  a  nuiiilu-r  of  young 
Aldon,  the  eldest  was  Ebenezcr,  the  suhj^ct  of  this  men  were  prepared  by  him  for  the  medical  profession, 
sketch,  who  waa  born  (as  previously  stated)  March  some  of  whom  became  eminent.  He  was  cut  oli  by  a 
17, 1788.  I  deadly  fover  just  when  he  was  rising  into  spedal 

His  mother,  Sarah  Bass,  was  also  a  lineal  descendant  j  prominence  as  a  man  and  a  physician.  He  fell  in  the 
of  John  Alden,  of  the  "  Mayflower,"  in  the  line  rif  very  strength  of  bis  day>,  at  the  a-e  of  fifty-one.  His 
Ruth,  his  daughter,  who  married  Jnhn  Bass,  of  liruin-  son  was  blessed  with  a  life  protracted  to  an  aDUsnd 
tree,  soo  of  Samuel  Dass,  deacuu  of  the  First  Church  degree. 

in  Boxbory.    By  the  same  line  the  family  was  eon- 1     The  childhood  and  youth  of  the  son  were  pssssd, 

nscted  with  the  Adams  family  of  Quincy,  the  mother    therefbre,in  a  home  of  intelligence  and  Christian  worth, 
of  Jdin  Adams,  the  aeoond  President  of  the  United  \  He  grew  «p  amid  the  aseodations  and  tiaditiooa  of 
14 
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the  old  style  of  medical  pnetice,  when  the  country 
phviirinn  pompnnndorl  his"  own  nie<iicine«  nnd  earricd 
tliem  with  him  io  large  vuriety  to  suit  the  various  exi- 
gendw  that  might  arise.  At  that  time  the  hemes  ef  j 
the  people  were  widely  seatfered ;  the  roads  were 
rough  and  lund,  and  id  the  plain  country  towns 
apolhecnries'  were  almost  uuknown.  Tu  Jo  busitifsa 
io  any  proper  auii  effivicnt  way,  the  physician  must 
have  his  medieines  and  his  instnimeDta  always  with  i 
him. 

The  year  after  Dr.  Aiden's  birth,  t.r.  in  17H!>, 
the  Rev.  .louaihan  Strong,  D.D.,  was  settled  in  ilie 
parish  a:*  colleague  pa^itor  with  the  Rev.  Moses  Tuft,  ^ 
who  had  heen  in  offiee  there  for  nearly  forty  yean,  | 
and  was  now  in  the  ftehlenees  of  age.   Mr.  Tail  died  ■ 
two  years  later,  in  1791,  when  Dr.  Strong  remained  ; 
sole  pastor  till  his  death,  in  1814.    Dr.  Strong  was 
therefore  the  mioiiiter  of  Randolph  through  all  the 
early  yearn  of  Dr.  Alden'a  life.    The  Rev.  Thomas  i 
Noyes^of  Needham,tn  the  Ameriean  Quarterly  Reg- 1 
tfter,  vol.  Yiii.  p.  54,  saya  of  him,  "  Dr.  Strong's  labors 
were  mneh  hli'.-^vil  in  three  rt'vivals  durinu  liis  minis- 
try, in  which  he  nunii>vred  more  than  two  hundred 
convert?.    Hia  influcuco  was  cxteosivcly  felt.  The 
Miutaehadt*  Mimonaty  MagatinevaA  the  FanopUnt 
were  enriched  with  his  pioduction.s.    He  was  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  former  work,  and  a  trustee  of  (he 
Massachusetts  Missionary  Society  from  it.s  formation 
till  his  death."  From  hiit  earliest  years,  therefore,  Dr. 
Alden  reoeired  that  bent  of  ehatncter  whieh  brought  , 
him,  all  his  life  long,  into  close  and  living  sympathy 
with  the  church  and  w  ith  all  our  great  religious  insti- 
tutions.   It  is  fair  u»  credit  a  good  measure  of  this 
influeDce  to  Dr.  Strong.  lu  a  place  such  as  Raudolph  . 
was  at  that  time  the  families  of  the  minister  and  the  I 
physician  winilil  In-  ekrsely  united.    Especially  wimM 
this  be  so  when  the  physician  himself  was  a  religiooa 
man,  and  closely  identified  with  the  church. 

One  huudred  years  ago  schools  to  fit  boya  for  col- 
1^  were  rare.  This  educational  work  waa  largely 
done  by  settled  ministers.  Some  of  them,  here  and  j 
there,  had  family  .schinils  tm  tins  purpose.  Dr. 
Nathan  I'erkins.  of  West  Hat  t  loiil,  Conn.,  Dr.  Samuel 
Wood,  of  Bojjcawen,  N.  U.,  and  many  others,  became 
noted  teaehen«  though  they  had  parish  cares  aboeon> 
(innally  on  their  hands.  Young  Alden, in  preparing  for 
college,  puraued  his  stndiea  nnder  the  direotion  of 
minister. 

Dr.  Jonathao  Strong  was  a  native  of  Boiton,  Conn., 
bom  in  1764.   Hia  father  was  of  the  same  name,  and 
was  ft  farmer.   When  the  boy  was  eight  years  old  the  | 
fiunily  removed   to   Orford,  N.  H.     Dr.  Eleazer  ^ 
Wheelock  had  joat  then  gone  up  to  plant  hia  ■ 


Indian  Charity  School  in  the  woods  of  New  Hamp- 
Rhire,  and  so  to  lay  the  foundations  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. Here  youug  Strong  was  eduoaied,  graduating 
with  honor  in  1786.  He  became  n  man  of  much 
more  than  nsnal  mark  in  hia  pcenmtion.  Qaite  a 
large  number  of  the  early  graduates  of  Dartnu^uth 
were  from  Kasferii  Connecticut,  and  e«pecia!ly  from 
the  towns  ot  Lebanon,  Hebron,  Bolton,  Coventry, 
Windham,  etc.,  where  Dr.  Wheelock  was  ftmiliarly 
known  and  much  admired.  Jonathan  Strong  went 
from  Bolton,  and  wss  graduated  at  Dartmouth  ia 

178ti.ai)>l  three  vears  after  whs  settled  in  RaMdnlph. 

Young  Aidcn  was  made  ready  for  college  at  the 
age  of  nxteen,  and  entered  Harvard  in  1804,  gradu- 
ating in  1808.  After  finishing  his  eoll^e  course  be 
went  to  Dartmouth  College  to  study  medicine.  Using 
his  own  lunguaire.  as  er.pii  i]  frnm  "  The  -\lden  Memor- 
ial," he"  pursued  his  professional  studies  with  Nathan 
Smith,  M.D.,  at  Dartmouth  College,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.B.  in  1811 ;  th«D  attraded 
the  lectures  of  Drs.  Rush,  Barton,  Wistar,  Physick, 
and  others,  in  Philadelphia,  and  retoiveil  tin-  Jeirree 
of  M.D.  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1812.  He  settled  as  a  physician  in  hia  native 
town." 

His  father  had  died  in  180G,  while  he  was  in  eol- 
lege.  Had  his  father  Iteen  alive,  very  itkelv  the 
medical  educutiou  of  the  son  would  have  scone  on 
largely  at  home.  Other  men  resorted  to  that  home 
for  their  medical  education,  and  it  wonld  have  been 
altogether  natural  thai  ho  should  have  dotje  thesani'- 
As  it  was,  he  was  fully  educated  j  rofessionally,  and 
entered  upon  his  work  under  happy  auapicee  at  the 
age  of  tweuty-four. 

Sis  yeara  later,  April  14, 1818,  he  was  vnited  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Ann.'  Kimball,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Edmund  Kimball,  of  Newbttiyport.  She  was  horn 
June  14,  1791. 

Dr.  Alden  was  now  fully  launched  upon  his  life- 
work,  and  hy  degrees  oame  to  fill  the  place  which  the 
father  had  left  vacant,  until  at  length  he  more  than 
filled  it.  By  virtue  of  his  superior  education,  both  as 
a  physician  ,nnd  ciirpe 'n.  and  hy  his  native  power?!  and 
faculties,  eminently  tiitiug  him  for  success,  he  was 
widely  known  and  recognised  as  a  lending  member  b 
his  profession.  Not  only  was  he  tboronghly  in- 
structed in  matters  pertaining  to  his  special  c-.illini:, 
but  be  had  also  nn  innate  Inve  for  studies  historical 
and  ecclesiastical.  He  grew  to  be  a  prominent  Con- 
gregational layman,  and  his  knowledge  and  experience 
in  this  department  were  often  called  into  use.  He 
was  a  Pilgrim  nf  the  Pilgrims,  and  he  understood  well 
the  difference  between  the  Congregationalism  that 
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euM  over  in  the  *'  Hijflower"  end  that  wbudt  eerly  | 

prevailed  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  was  embodied, 
in  1648,  in  the  Camhrid«re  Plnfforiu.     lie  found 
great  satisfaction  in  imv'm'^  out  the  way  by  whieh  the 
litter  Itjie  of  cbnrch  polity  was  gradually  displaced  . 
in  New  Bogland  rad  the  fenner  brought  to  thefioot. 
Thf  writer  well  renieml».  rs  the  pl^sure  Dr.  Alden 
hail,  tn'tween  twenty  and  thirty  ycarw  apo,  in  a  new 
edition  of  John  Wise's  famous  book,  "The  Church 
Qoirrd  Espoused,"  and  what  meaanreB  he  took  to 
fnmoit»  ite  eirenlatioD.   He  reeogniied  in  the  Rev.  , 
John  Wise— settled  1G83-1725  0?er  the  Second 
Church,  Ipswich  Tnow  Kssox> — one  of  the  stoutest 
defenders  of  the  liberty  of  the  New  Euj;laud  cburoh«» 
ai  agptioat  the  dontmdng  power  of  the  nfauaten.  It  j 
waa  in  1710  that  the  above  book  waa  fiiat  pnbliabed,  | 
and  it  waa  laigety  through  this  volume  and  anq^her 
from  the  same  pen  publishi'l  in  1717,  infilled  '  A 
Vindication  of  the  Ooveniment  of  the  ><ew  Kngiand 
(Sumbea/'  that  a  bedtbier  direo^oa  waa  given  to  ! 
New  Bngland  Congregationaliein.  , 

Br.  Aldcn  was  a  hibH"philr>,  and  early  began  to  be 
a  colWtor  r)f  rnro  hooks  ami  pamphlets,  especially 
tboee  appertaining  to  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  his-  ^ 
loiy  of  New  England.  He  built  up  a  ohoice  private 
library  at  a  time  when  auob  enterprisee  were  not  so 
common  aa  now.  That  lii»rary  etill  remains,  and 
doubtless  contains  many  specimen",  in  tin-  :4}i:tjii'  of 
pamphlet  and  bound  volume,  which  the  collecture  ^ 
woold  call  precious  uuggeta.  , 

It  waa  because  of  aueh  taatea  and  tendencies  as  J 
have  thn  bf  en  briefly  noticed  that  Dr.  Alden  waa  long  . 
»go  recopnired  as  ft  "wi«.-e  muster  huil.lt-r"  in  our 
ecclesiastical  and  educational  departments,  and  for  the 
last  forty  or  fifty  years  ^until  laid  aside  by  bliudueiis  . 
and  extreme  age)  be  has  been  an  active  worker  in  ; 
diese  conneetions.    It  wonid  probably  be  difficult  to  i 
fini!  anotlif^r  man  who  hns  been  irleiitificd  with  so  ' 
many  reli<.'iou9  and  educational  inter^tc  fur  such  lon<: 
ranges  of  time.    The  year  after  his  marriage,  i.e.,  in  . 
1819,  the  firat  Babbath-aebool  was  organiied  in  Ran-  | 
ddph.    He  was  diosini  its  superintendent,  and  con- 
tinucil  ill  tlir  office  for  m  arly  forty  yoHr^.    Tn  1827 
he  was  made  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Home  Missionary  Society.    He  held  thb  office  by 
iMleetioo  and  perfomed  its  dntiea  for  rorty.iwo  j 
yean,  until  1869.    Tn  the  year  1837  he  wus  chosen  j 
one  of  the  trustee"?  of  Phillips  Acaih  ray  and  of  An- 
dover  Theolo^'ical  Sfiuinary.    Tlii-j  office  ho  retained  ' 
forty-four  years,  till  his  death,  though  in  his  later  . 
yean  be  was  not  able  to  attend  the  neetinga  of  the 
trustees.   For  fbrty-one  yeara,  from  1840  to  his 
deadi,  he  was  one  of  the  ooiptnate  membera  of  the 


American  Board  of  Commiaaionen  for  Foreign  His* 

sions.  From  1841  to  1874  he  was  a  trustee  of  Am- 
herst roHe?,'!?.  Froiti  1R42  to  18G7  be  was  a  director 
of  the  American  Kducution  Society. 

There  waa  another  daas  of  orgunitationa  for  wbidi 
be  had  a  lively  sympathy,  and  with  whieb  he  waa  in 
active  co  operation.  He  had  a  strong  love  for  anti- 
quarian and  irenealogical  pursuit'*,  and  especially  as 
they  appertained  to  the  origin  and  growth  of  New 
England.  In  all  these  eonneotions  be  waa  aa  indna* 
ttious  worker.  He  early  became  a  member  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  of  Worcester.  He 
bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  formation  and  irrowfh  of 
the  American  Statistical  Association.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  New  England  Historie'Geneakgtoal 
Somety  in  1846,  the  year  after  its  organisation,  and 
soon  after  its  pre!»ent  building  was  erected  in  Somerset 
Str.  1 1,  pai'I.  of  hi^  own  ijood-will.  five  hundred  dollars 
towards  the  librarian  fuud.  With  all  the  early  move- 
ments toward  the  formation  of  the  Congre^'atknal 
Idbraiy,  now  grown  to  fair  proportions,  he  bad  the 
most  cordial  fbllowship  and  participation. 

Then,  a^in,  as  a  prominent  numiher  of  the  medical 
profession,  he  was  brought  into  quite  another  set  of 
assooisttons.  Ho  was  oonneeted  with  medical  socie- 
ties, county,  StatOt  national,  not  aa  a  mere  looker-on 
or  listener,  but  as  one  who  contributed  interesting 
pafwrJ*  and  Viihi:»hh'  infonuatifin  for  their  iin>efirri«'. 
Uf  an  ub:>erviug  and  studious  mind,  be  held  also  iho 
pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and  took  specnal  delight  in 
adding  to  the  general  stock  of  human  knowledf^e. 

Still,  i^in,  he  was  a  bold  and  aggr^ive,  worker 
in  the  temperance  movement,  e«j>orially  in  its-  cnrlicr 
days,  and  before  it  had  become  so  intermin;;ied  with 
party  palities.  He  waa  for  many  years  known  as  a 
pnblie  lecturer  upon  this  sulgeot,  and,  from  bis  estab* 
lisbed  character  as  an  able  pbysioian,  his  Icctutee 
carried  with  tliom  nnuii!«l  wei'jrht. 

Then,  in  addition  to  all  his  other  talents  and  ac- 
tivities, he  was  a  singer,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
ebnreh  moaie.  Through  the  whole  of  hia  public  Ufa 
in  Randolph  he  waa  a  leader  and  or<;aiu/.<  r  in  thia 
department,  and  thi.s  love  continued  with  him  to  the 
la-st.  In  the  year  1869,  at  the  time  of  the  National 
Peace  Jubilee  in  Boston,  the  writer  well  remembers 
a  brief  interview  with  him  aa  be  was  about  to  enter 
the  threat  building  erected  for  the  concerts  on  the 
back  bay.  He  wa*  one  of  tlu'  chonip  siiifr^r^,  nnd 
hnd  his  singing-book  under  Im  arm,  and  entered  into 
the  whole  business  with  the  enthusiasm  of  youth. 
He  was  at  that  time  eighty-OM  years  old.  Of  the 
great  multitude  of  singers  who  made  up  the  chorus 
for  that  firat  jobileoi  he  was,  without  mneh  doubly 
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tlie  oldcBl,  but  h«  yet  carried  irkb  bin  a  large  meaa- 

ure  of  the  zeal  and  energy  of  his  earlier  years.  He 
niaflo  otip  of  the  vastly  larger  chorus  in  the  Inter- 
Dational  Jubilae  of  1872,  being  theo  eighty-four  years 
old. 

Not  loDg  after  this  bia  ejaaigbt  b^n  to  fiiil  him, 

and  little  bj  little  the  ^h:)^l<lws  of  night  gathered 
about  him,  until  at  icnglh  he  was  wrappofl  in  total 
darkoeaa.  His  last  years  were  passed  in  the  quiet  of 
btt  home  aud  io  the  society  of  his  kiadred  and 
odghbon.  But  with  the  eye  of  hia  mind  he  aUll 
watched  tho  goings-oo  of  the  great  world,  and  was 
interosfeil  in  all  passing  events.  He  iVwi  Jan.  '26. 
1881,  aged  oioety-two  yoira,  ten  mouths,  and  nine 
daja. 

The  wifb  of  his  youth  bad  passed  away  ten  yean 

before,  April  14,  1871.  Three  children  survive  hiiu. 
These  are  the  Rev.  Ebenezur  Ahlen,  born  Amlt.  10, 
1819,  who  was  ordained  a  Congregational  minister  in 
1843,  and  epent  five  years  &s  a  pioneer  howe  nii»- 
•ionaiy  io  Iowa,  being  a  member  of  the  "Iowa 
band."  Sinoe  1850  he  has  been  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Con'^'rr::rntiiiii;il  rimnli  in  Mar-hfield.  While 
he  was  yd  youug  in  the  tuini.^trj,  he  had  as  one  of 
his  parishioners  no  letss  a  man  than  Daniel  Webster, 
md  it  Ml  to  h»  lot  in  1852  to  conduct  the  simple 
funer.il  r\  ices  of  the  great  statesuiun  in  the  Webster 
manf-it'n  ;it  M:ir,-)ifu'li].  Ii  \v:i^  like  Mr.  Wrfrstcr  to 
prefer  that  iiis  funeral  nhouid  be  in  tlie  piain  Nvw 
England  fashion,  and  should  be  conducteil  by  his 
coontry  minister.  The  second  son  is  the  Rev.  Ed- 
mund Kimball  Alden,  D.D.,  who  was  ordained  to  the 
Congrogntional  mini-try  in  1S,')(),  and.  after  .scrrini' 
for  soTiie  twenty-six  years  as  Congregational  pastor  at 
Yaruiuutb,..Me.,  Lenox,  Ma.ss  ,aud  in  Phillip-s  Church, 
Boston,  is  now  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  American 
Bnard.  There  was  another  800,  Henry  Augustus, 
born  Aug.  S,  ]H'2C>.  who  became  a  civil  engineer  and 
died  June  9,  185'J.  There  were  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Mary  Kimball  died  Aug.  18,  1860,  and  Anne 
Kimhsll  died  Dee.  28,  1854.  The  remaining  one, 
Sarah  Bu.«s  Alden,  now  occupiee  the  homestead  at 
Randolph,  and  has  had  the  care  of  her  father  in  bis 
declining  vfars. 

Dr.  Alden  lett  a  memorandum  indicating  hia  gen- 
eral wishes  as  to  the  dispoeal  to  be  made  of  his  prop- 
erty, which  was  coosiderabteL  It  was  not  in  the 
shape  of  a  mandatory  will.  He  constituted  hi.s  three 
surviving  children  his  executors,  btii,  r  infiding  in 
their  judgmeiit,  gave  them  certain  discretionary 
powers  that  they  might  decide  matters  according  to 
the  dreomstances  of  the  case  at  the  time  of  his  death.'  | 
▲Imoat  all  the  aocietiea  and  institutions  with  which  ' 


I  Dr.  Alden  was  oonneefeed  in  hia  Bfb  eame  up  hefiiie 

him  for  remembrance  in  this  final  disposition  of  his 
property.  <5uch  as  the  American  Board,  the  Ma.^«a- 
cbusctts  Home  Missionary  Society,  the  American 
Ooll^  and  Ednoational  Soeiety,  the  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  Amherst  Cbllege,  Iowa  Oollcge,  Phillips 
Academy,  the  Americao  Antiquarl.m  Society,  the 
American  Statistical  Association,  the  New  England 
Historic-Geneaological   Society,  the  Congr^^tioDal 
,  Library,  Stoughtoo  Musical  Society,  ete. 
I    We  have  already  implied  that  Dr.  Alden  was  a  writer 
!  as  well  as  a  busy  actor,  but  most  of  his  writings 
were  of  a  kitid  tn  ?frvf»the  purpo<>(>«  nf  thi»  pa.<»ing 
time,  and  cannot  well  be  reported  in  a  paper  like  this. 
I  Nerertheless,  he  has  left  behind  some  pabiished  works 
^  in  the  shape  of  pamphlets  and  books,  among  which 
are  the  following':  "Address  before  the  Dartmouth 
M,m1;  ul  SKi.ty,"  P,..sf,,D,  1820;  "Medical  Uses  of 
Alcohol;    "Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Deacon  Kph> 
raim  Wales,"  Boston,  1855 ;  "  Historical  Sketch  of 
the  Origin  and  Pro<*ress  of  the  Massaehnsettai  Medi- 
cal Society,"  1838;   '  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
Dt'nonn  Walt'^  Thayer;"  "Tribute  to  t^ie  Memory  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Whitcomb  ;"  "  Early  History  ot  the  .Med- 
ical rrofession  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  an  Address 
I  before  the  Norfolk  District  Medical  Society,**  Bos- 
ton, 1853;  "Memoir  and  (:orre.*pondencc  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  OTuniw  Clark,"  Boston.  MS.^  .  1^44; 
"  Memoir  of  Bartholomew  Brown,  Ksf|.,'  Randolph, 
,  lS(j2;  "  Memorial  of  the  Descendants  of  the  Hon. 
I  John  Alden,"  1867 ;  enlarged  1869,  octavo,  pp.  181. 
Some  of  the.«*c  publications  re<juired  a  large  amount 
(if  l:ilhir  and  careful  study.    For  example.  "The 
Marly   History  of  the  Medical   Frofess'ion  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk"  involved  brief  biographies  of  the 
I  nnmerons  phy.sicians  of  the  eounty  during  the  earlier 
generations,  a  work  to  be  accomplished  only  by  nneh 
r<irrr^|ion'l(  IK'.;  ;ttiil  patient  research. 

But  ih'  -e  lew  [  ul'Iications  would  give  only  a  laint 
idea  of  all  thai  lie  accomplL-ihud  by  bis  pea.  lo  a 
j  local  paper  he  published  a  long  series  of  attides  on 
the  history  of  Braintrec  and  Randolph,  going  into 
the  busines.s  minutely,  taking  up  the  .<ieveral  portions 
of  the  territory,  and  tracing  tite  early  families  in  their 
various  localities.  lodccd,  he  was  the  local  hi^turiaD, 
the  public  ehronider  of  Randolph,  and,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent, of  the  regioii  lying  around. 

By  hi* 'intellectual  rlmrnftcr,  as  also  by  his  large 
ent'  rj'fise  and  ;ictivit y,  lie  w:i'(  n  tnnn  to  come  to  the 
lYoiii  wherever  he  might  happen  to  live,  and  bear  a 
large  ahare  in  hanan  affiiirs.  The  totality  of  lift 
witbio  hin  was  greater  than  in  ordinaiy  UftBt  and 
it  was  aatanl  for  him  to  pot  himaelf  forth  in  tho«ig|it 
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and  actioD.  Hence  througli  the  long  yean  of  hia 
aetife  life  bo  was  ioteiwely  busy,  aiming  to  fill  hhi 
pbwe  paocMiany  and  tbonn^bly  in  all  bii  mnltiplied 

relations.  Though  connected  with  ao  WMJ  societies 
and  assnciutiiiiis.  hardly  any  an*»  was  more  likely  to 
be  present  at  their  recurring  busincss-oieetinga  than 
be. 

In  tbe  year  1861,  JuTy  3d,  oeeurred  in  BraiDtrea 

tbe  fiftieth  annivenury  of  the  ordinatkm  and  settle- 

m(»nt  of  Dr.  Richard  S.  Stcrrs.  The  oc<*a<«ion  wa«! 
one  of  very  marked  intereht,  both  from  the  eminent 
character  of  Dr.  Storrs  himself,  and  from  the  con- 
spiewms  neo  wbo  took  proniDeot  part  in  tbe  ser- 
vices. Amonj?  the  last  named  was  Dr.  Alden,  who 
folliTred  the  Rev.  Dr.  Park  in  thf  t'.XLTcists  (if  (he 
afternoon.  The  presiding  oflScer  of  the  ilay  was  tlie 
Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  Jr.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  inlroditdnf?  Dr.  Alden  be  said,  '*  Webave  beard  of 
the  ministers  of  Braintrec;  Dr.  Alden  will  give  ua, 
from  hU  knowh  tltro  and  his  personal  nH.rillcctirnis.  a 
true  sketch  of  the  people  of  the  town,  and  of  their 
former  manners  and  life." 

Firom  ibis  address  of  Dr.  Alden  we  will,  in  oonclu- 
aioQ,  select  two  or  tbree  passages,  which  will  illustrate 
more  pfrf*  ctly  iluin  any  <;fncr:d  description  can  do  the 
style  of  the  man  and  his  oiaDoer  of  thought.  He 
said,— 

I  bare  been  requested  to  firctont  lomv  '  rfuiiiiifi!«iio«»  of  i 
BnialfM  IRy  jmn  ago,'  by  wbi«h  I  aad«rtt«ml  in  Ibe  o)d«n  ' 
time;  but  with  n  ."iiecin!  rrt^ifinn  to  be  very  brief — 'ten  iniuutca 
better  than  an  hour' — u«  if  by  any  nucromaucy  U  wero  powibte  | 
t»  brtaf  up  001  only  8»inael  (R«v.  Saminl  Nilei),  bat  thret 

ftBCnttkina  of  hU  people,  nnj  onu»«  tbcm  to  pu»s  before  yi>u 
llfco  a  moTini;  punorntuu  nt  the  bidJing  of  your  ininiKter.  Xer- 
erthelcfs,  ox  it  wn*  uiy  |  rivilpgo  to  commence  prufox^ional  lifo  j 
with  Ilim  and  •oni«tiaiw  to  prMerib*  for  him,  It  it  but  riMon- 
aUo  tbat  T  ibonid  now  ooofrat  that  b«  prMoribo  to  me:  whioh  I 
T  i  i  n  >t  .11, Iv  i  Ih'i  rTiiIly,  but  ibankfully.  beciiueo  it  afford:*  nic 
0)>|wrtunity  publicly  to  eapma  tb«  raapoet  I  havo  long  enter-  | 
taiaed  for  blm  and  for  bis  people."  j 

But  in  the  first  place  if  wn-;  nrodful  to  give  the 
boundaries  of  the  pbco  which  he  was  going  to  dc-  i 
scribe,  and  tbeee  were  as  follows:  I 

"The  ancient  Brnutry  win  boun<le<l  nortb  by  Ncpon«ct 
River  and  Maoacburetti  Bay;  tn^t  by  Nnrrai;iin»et ;  »outb  by 
tbe  Old  Colony  nod  '  terra  incognita'  long  in  diapate;  woat  by 
Pnnltapo];  and  Unguety — including  the  prevent  towni  of  | 
Hr-iiiar-f.  Uiiiruv.  ami  r.^iirl  Iph.  Monatiquot,  or  iniwlern 
Braintrec,  nas  bounded  north  by  Marry  Mount;  eu«t  by  Irvn- 
Weriia*  liae;  Muth  by  Cnebale  aad  fioadia  Woedi;  west  by 
Blue  Rillf.  extending,  ia  tba  dialaek  ot  Father  Nliei^ 
'from  Dan  to  Beerishoba.' " 

Dr.  Alden  had  in  tlii-*  nddross  a  ir.tnfwhnt  lengthy 
and  graphic  passage  on  tlie  singing  quest  ion,  ns  it  was  , 
diaeoaaed  in  tbe  cburcbee  before  tbe  middle  of  tbe  • 


last  century.  Throughout  almost  every  part  of  New 
England  the  fierce  discussion  went  on,  and  many 
dinrebea  were  well-nigh  rent  aannder  by  tbe  Tiolent 

foelings  awakened.    The  beanty  and  majesty  of 
ancient  New  England  conserv:iti«!m  are  stranirdy  px- 
hibited  in  this  conflict.    The  effort  wa.i  to  bring  the 
1  people  out  of  the  mlsurable  droniitg  Itabit  of  singing 
•  (bnr  or  fivetuoea  only,  and  tbat  £y  rote,  and  to  teaob 
I  them  to  read  duxAl-  >>>  that  tbey  eonld  aing  all  tanea 
br/  mte.    Dr.  Aldeu  said, — 

j  "The  eril  became  so  intolerable  that  Rer.  Thoma«  Walter,  by 
requc*t  of  screral  miuiiiter.^  of  Bo«ton  and  the  vicinity,  pre- 
pared aad  pubKibed,  ia  1721,  a  musical  manual  and  tuna 

'  book.  .  .  .  And  baro  to  a  oopy  uf  it,  the  identb^l  one 
wbieb  belonged  to  S)Ub»  Nile*,  Esq..  youngevt  MB  of  tb* 
i!i;iii-iiT  iiii  i  i.'xcoutor  of  bis  estate.  Tbe  names  of  twenty-two 
of  the  miwt  eminent  olergymen  of  tbe  colony  are  attaobed  to 

I  tba  reeonmendatory  prefaee.   Bnt  tbe  dkdo  of  SMnael  IVIIet 

I  is  tj'it  thfrp.    He  in-i^'ted  upon  tin-  'nil  w;iy'  uti'l  his  ../m  i.-iy. 

I  Hot  woold  he  yield  the  tithe  of  a  hair  tu  any  solicitations,  lay 

I  or  derieal. 

"  Meanwhile  «omc  r.f  hiii  ppc.plc  li.ifl  provided  tune  books, 
and  w  tres  UljiL  lu  '  uiakiug  lueloiiy  to  the  Lord"  ly  nvtr.  Then 
oaxne  the  '  tag  of  war.'  Origiaal  tia,  with  which  the  pastor 
was  familiar,  and  afterwardi  wrote  a  treatise  upon  it,  as  he  did 
upon  '  fndlan  Wars,'  broke  out  into  actual  trnnsgreMiun.  The 
people  a9!<eiublcd  for  public  worship,  but  no  minister  came. 
They  aeat  him  word  that  they  were  all '  preaent  before  the  iiord 
to  bear  alt  tbiBge  wbieb  were  oommnnded  him  of  Ood.'  ■  Ha 
(i>-|inrntrii  timt  Ijc  it  .iiM  no;  [iri'.ich  inthe  iiii-'-tiii^r  li  .ii^.- unless 
thoy  would  sing  %  roiej  and  ho  invited  all  who  wore  «o  die- 
peeed  ta  repair  to  tbe  parMmnge,  where  be  would  preaob,  aad 
tdcy  mipjht  sing  'in  the  old  way.'  .  .  .  Council  after 
council  convened  without  suoovsa  to  settle  the  controversy.  At 
length,  all  partiw  baviag  bwome  weary,  the  biatooaaall,  aioia 
fortunate,  if  not  more  sagacious  thnii  the  roii,  came  to  this 
unnnimoui>,  mtMt  profound,  and  successful  re»ult,  which  was 
adtipleii.  but  never,  so  far  as  I  can  a-<certaia,  reoorded  OB  the 
chureb  hooka:  'Voted  that  the  counell  raeoaimend  tu  the 
pastor  aad  ehareb  at  Monatiquot,  that  la  ovndnetiDg  publie 
wurobip  ihoy  slag  part  of  th«  tano  if  iwfe,  aad  tbe  reet  of  tiM 
tunc  by  rule,' " 

There  wcro  piohably  n  irreat  many  ilnin  lics  in 
New  England  where  the  old  s^yiUem  of  rott;  singing 
went  out  at  kist  by  some  aaeh  eoupmmise  as  in  thia 
case. 

We  might  givu  othor  interenting  passa*^  from 
this  s>i,  hut   tht  s<'  will  stiffifo  n<  «»xnii>p1ps  of 

Dr.  Alden  8  mauDer,  and  with  these  we  conclude  our 
artide. 

Tbe  following  address  was  delivered  at  tbe  fiineral 
service  by  Rev.  Jobn  C.  Labaree,  pastor: 

"A  pntriare'i  :iiri'iii_-  n»  hns  fa't-n,  T!r  ili<ii  in  ;i  .-Mr,! 
old  age^  an  old  man,  and  full  of  years,  and  is  gathered  to  his 
Ibtbers.  Ve  have  leag  regarded  bim  ae  a  Toaermble  bmb.  Yet 
we  aro  surprise"!  to  find  how  far  back  we  arc  curricl  by  this  ono 
extended  life.  Itcuvers  a  period  longer  lhanthatof  our  Amer- 
ican Ropnblie.  Wh«o  Dr.  Aldea  waa  bom  tba  flnt  Preaidaat 
of  the  United  States  had  aot  b«SD iaaagutatad, aor  tbe  FidBial 
run«titatioB  ratified. 
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"  For  IbOM  primitiTe  tiaiw  tho  fllrounuUBeM  of  hU  eorly  lifo 

wer«  very  favurnblc.  His  cliiMhood  hiis  largely  .<peDt  in  the 
noble  old  inMnon  of  bia  father'*,  w bicb  till  lateij  formed  ao 
DUDilisr»  iBodmark  in  our  Iowa.  Hit  ednoation  wa»  cmfullj 
nffiiiled  to.  Hf  j>n»«c.|  from  »taj;<>  t'l  'Ijil'*"  in  his  ■'tiiilici' (ill  he 
returned  tu  bi«  saliva  village  to  iitka  up  tbe  proloiutioii  of  bi« 
fotber,  und  mfoM  tbatstroBCMid  Mrikiogehaimctorwhiob  noir 
ftjkiid^  Uifurc  UK  in  it^  (•ompU  toiu-^". 

"  liy  nature  our  boiiurtvl  frieinl  wa*  ricbly  endowed.  Hn 
would  hnvc  been  ii  man  id  murk  in  wbiitpvcr  callinir  in  life  he 
might  have  ehosm.  Ili«  mind  wim  clear  uud  ncute,  ljn»a>l  »iid 
DMOuliDe;  bisi  |jir'.'e)(tion«  were  quick,  hii<  Judgment  di.-^eiimi- 
natinj;,  Ills  will  gtmng.  'I'o  niitun  '•<  giitu  he  iidik-l  :i  i-nrefiil 
and  rigoroaa  diseiplino  of  hi*  power*.  Tbe  material  which 
ProTidoBoo  gar*  him  «»•  fkitbfully  improved,  lit*  habit*  of 
th 'ii^'lif  werB  exrelli'rit ;  bis  study  of  ii  <ubject  wa*  hystemntic 
and  scurchingi  hi*  eros$-<iaestiaQing  worthy  of  a  trained  law* 
yor.  H«  wont  to  tb«  bcttrt  of  a  matter  and  brought  bit  mtad  to 
n  decision  bo  did  no(  ilfi.  hiivcto  revi'r<c.  Hi>  improvement 
of  time,  hi«  motliods  ut  inrrstigutioo,  bit  orderly  and  pntienl 
arrangement  of  knowledge  hi«  loadiiioa  in  toealliAir  wbat  ho 
wished  tu  u*e,  bir  cuti^cieutiou*  cure  in  rentdiiii);  a  conclusion, 
furniiih  n  fine  model  for  young  men,  whether  in  busint-ix  or 
llteniry  pur-uitji. 

"  But  hi*  tnental  poiron  wore  not  thoae  to  which  our  friend 
givvo  tbe  mo«t  intcreated  attention.  HI*  mind  wim  directed  nt 
an  curly  period  to  tho  chiinii  of  religion.  .^Iwikys  re-«j>t>o(ful  to 
the  tuUjeci,  be  came  »t  iMt  face  to  face  with  the  personal  dotgr  of 
rapontance  toward  (3od  and  faltb  toward  our  Lord  Je*u«  Christ. 
It  wii«  a  fcriou*  hour,  a  Ij  rti  i  -Ii-jl'-'"'  .  'ii.  to  w'ticb  be  re- 
ferred, not  ofteo,  but  aiwtty*  with  very  tender  feeling*.  At  that 
tImK  M  bo  beliovod,  b«  Teamod  a  loa*on,  Borer  to  bo  fbrgotton, 
of  hnitinn  ileprnvity  :ui  1  Ilvinc  grnce.  liiii  long  nnd  unalter- 
able <lcvotiun  to  tbe  .Saviour  iiud  tbe  leaobiugt  of  .Scripture  boar 
wilne**  to  tho  gonaiaonem  of  tb«  flbaage  ho  bad  oxpcrloaocd. 
Ho  united  with  tbi*  ehureb  iu  ISIA,  nt  the  nge  of  (wenty  eight 
year*.  From  that  period  the  enUriremi  nt  of  Christ'?  king.lom 
in  tbe  world  wn^  the  ohject  to  wbii'h  he  <K'Vutud  bi»  tnlents. 
Hia  whole  lifo  oonOrmed  tho  intoreat  with  wbiob  ho  lang  tho 
hymn. 

'I  love  TliT  Klliirilotu,  lA.nl.' 

<'The  church  of  Cbrivt  wa*  to  l>r.  Alden  asaoitadol  wbiob 
bo  wa!<  appointed  to  aid  to  strengthening  and  defondlng.  He 
thoroughly  5tudie<l  iti  necej^ilie<i.  Itn  weak  ]>nintii  nnd  itn 
grand  atrategio  poinia  were  well  underttood  by  him.  Tbe  call 
for  dofooolvo  and  aggrtMiva  warfare  ho  heartily  rcspaadcd  to. 
lie  loved  tba  wwk.  XotbtDg olao  in  Itfo  waa  of  ao mmih  aooonat 
tu  biiu. 

"  Ho  pereoired  that  if  tbe  obnrcb  of  God  ia  toproapor,  tbo  ut< 

tnfi«t  care  must  be  paid  to  the  family.  Uy  counsel  au"!  .'\:irn[.l<> 
hi»  imi»re«sod  this  prini  iple.  Ilijiown  home  be  suugbi  u»  iii<<i»o 
a  model  Christian  home.  Ita  hour*  of  pmyer  :ind  pmiso  he 
lOTod)  and  held  »iicre<i  frotn  every  interruption.  With  him  it 
wai  a  rtrorii;  point  thnt  fuuiily  »»"r«1iip  fihould  not  bo  merely 
fCinaal,  but  iutere.'ting  nnd  in.-tru<'tive.  And  he  wiu  accus- 
tomed, with  great  plaiuncfaaud  tendomoaa,  to encourago Cbria- 
tiau  ]>iir<  nt^  tu  i>pe<*ial  lldollty  tn  all  tbe  duties  of  bonaebold 
piety.  He  also  felt  the  neeil  of  some  nirthi<d  of  reli^ioui*  in- 
atruction  additional  to  that  generally  enjoyed  in  the  family. 
And  tbe  tuggoation  of  tbo  modern  Bsbbatb-fobool  waa,  thoroforo. 
cordially  welcomed  by  h:;ri.  Ir;  1815*  he  organized  (lie  m-hoot 
in  tbiif  cburob.  For  Ihirty-nine  yean  beeoutinued  iU!>uperin- 
toodoot,  and  tboB  t  a  taaohor  bold  bia  plaeo  for  a  aeore  of  yoan 
.longer. 

"  Froin  tbe  home  and  the  .'>abbatb-»obool  Dr.  Alden  followed 
with  tiwolal  iaUiroot  lb«  yootb  who  ontorad  an  a  aourao  of 


higher  eduoation.  That  tbo  ohnreh  abonld  pay  moat  earefbl  . 

Attention  to  her  future  pastors  nnd  teavchcr*  and  educated  men 
waa  to  him  aolf-eridenu  He  entered  into  the  atndy  of  meth- 
od* of  odncotioB  with  bia  aeeuttoraad  onergy  and  tboioughaeai. 

.Ami  he  vriis  thu"  iiilro<liiced  to  one  of  the  mo«t  important  spiiercs 
of  iufluenue  which  i'ro«ideno««alludbimto  fill.  lli»*«rvi(Ma« 
a  member  of  tbo  Board  of  Truateea  of  PbilKpa  Aeademy  aad  tha 
T'l' ■ '1  I  ■!  :i"  Srniiiiiir)  it  An. !■■»•(,  .ir  1  mT  \  mhcrft  Colleiie.  are 
by  t  .1-  UiUmo  ot  me  cu«e  i.ut  littie  known  to  tbe  World.  They 
will  ho  nlluded  lo  by  one  ecpeeially  quHlified  tofpeak  of  them. 
Hut  we  know  sometbing  of  the  intelli;;ciice  and  fatherly  ^-j^n  i- 
tode  with  which  be  followed  young  men  through  .«chiiol,  college, 
and  Mtminnry.    The  ilay  of"  pniyer  for  collejje*"  wa*  always  aa 
occaaloB  of  much  intere*t  in  the  Randolph  Chareh,  and  one  10 
,  which  our  friend  wa*  ever  ready  to  eontrlbnte  stlrriog  word* 
and  fervent  prayers  that  the  Lord  of  tbe  hnrve^t  would  »cn'l 
,  forth  laborers  into  hie  faarreft.    Jlehad  a  peculiarly  kind  feel- 
'  iag  for  young  men  who  bad  chorea  bis  own  profeaaion.  Frsm 

hi*  wiiie  piofe»(iioiiiil  f  \  I  i  rii  noe  be  liiul  -•  •  ii  'i  i  .r  grcAt  are  tbs 
\  opportunitie*  for  good  open  tu  tbe  Christian  phy»ioian. 
I     ''TouBg  minlators  woreanraofa  woIoobm  to  hia  bomo  and 
heart,    lie  onlercJ  into  their  plan*  with  IVft.    AVore  they  to 
.  remain  in  New  Kni(lnn  l.  or  to  plant  uewchuroiies  in  tho  grow- 
ing Went,  or  to  seek  yet  more  tli^tnnt  fieldi*  of  labor  among  hea- 
then imlious,  he  followed  tbcin  all  with  love  and  prayer.  Their 
trial*,  their  revcrie»,  (buir  prugrcM  were  watcbcit  by  bim  with 
intelligent  nympathy  M  ba  (tHdiod  the  miiuiionary  reportt  of 
I  the  day.  These  orgasaof  borne  and  foreign  work  hare  baJ 
I  few  mora  eonstant  and  approetotivo  readers  for  the  pact  Sfty 

1  years. 

"The  Home  Missionary  Society  and  the  American  Board 
woro  objoeta  of  bis  apeoial  latorcat.  Ho  gavaolloioBt  aid  is  or- 

ganizing  und  mainlaininj;  niimii::  the  churches  of  the  Norfolk 
Conference  the  i'alerlinc  Min^iunnry  iMMiely  formed  in  1^20,  one 
of  tbo  oarlioat  anxiliarioa  of  tho  Board. 

"Mennwhili"  hi'  own  bouie  church  was  never  neglected  by 
,  rcoituu  of  hie  luuny  broader  fivldi<  of  influence,    lie  gnve  to  it 
tha  energy  and  oDtbosiasm  of  hisyoong  mnnh>Mi  I.  :\n  i  fortixiy 
yearn  it  has  been  atrangtbanad  by  hia  oounael*  and  exaapl* 
nnd  praycrr.    Ho  loved  tbo  aanetuary,  and  all  the  ordinaaeca 
and  niectingi'  of  the  eburcb.     Long  professional  rides  were 
often  nccaaaary  before  sorrieos,  and  again  after  aarricaa  were 
over,  bat  tboy  wore  alwaya  timed  ao  aa  to  giro  bim  the  eain 
enjoyment  ol~  tbe  houi'o  of  Gud.    Ilin  fctkl  vikcant,  signiric  l  i  i 
,  all  that  someoase  was  very  eriticai.   And  for  years  after  be  wai 
]  wholly  doprivod  of  aigbt  one  of  Ibo  graatcat  oomlbns  in  bia 

ttlHiction,  and  which  be  would  nut  readily  forego.  wa<  to  be  ted 
to  bis  familiar  »cat  in  theohurch  twice  every  i^abiiath  day.  Ibe 
'  allant  inflnenco  of  aaob  aa  oxaaapta  baa  MMlwd  many  hearts. 

Tbo*-e  who  diil  tmt  helievp  be  did.  Vft  r»heri«hed  a  «ilcnt  re- 
spect for  his  iidelily  lo  bi>  -Nn-,  n-ti'  in  :ii,  J  Ins  strength  of  piir- 
po(<c. 

"  By  tbo  memlMsm  of  tbe  eburcb,  it  is  not  invidious  to  ieyiM 
I  one  of  their  naml)«r  wo.'  regarded  with  so  gr«at  vcneraiion  aad 
,  affection  w  Dr.  Alden.    Few  were  to  well  (|Hii!ified  to.vlvifeand 

onooaiaga.  Uo  posMo-sed  u  rnre  knowledge  of  tbe  Bible,  aa  ez- 
,  tensive  and  aeeuTate  acr|iinintanoo  with  theology,  a  profhand 

per«on:il  i  ■.i  •  v '•iice  of  religious  truth,  n  cloep  in?ij,'!ii  ini  >  hn- 
I  man  nature;  adding  to  tbeae  attainments  hi*  wide  interooorM 
I  with  men,  bis  rolallon  to  many  aeeletioa  and  iBetltatioM^  and 

bin  rich  endowments  of  mind  and  boarl,  nn  1  we  *ce  that  he  wu 

fitted  iu  an  unusual  manner  to  guide  and  instruct  the  oborth. 
,  Many  aa  ansioua  iaqaiior  baa  ba  wiaalj  diraetad  ta  tba  Savioar 

they  were  seeking.  Chrivtian  frien'ls,  bf^ct  witb  temptalioo* 
,  or  perplexed  with  doubts,  have  often  found  in  bim  tbe  safe  and 
i  aympatblaiBg  oonaMlor  tbay  aeedad.  Hia  vlrtta  m  *'tba  ba- 
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l«T«d  phjiMuk"  Mr*  doiblj  prlsad  bj  nmnavi  fkmiliM  to 
whom  he  wn«  Mablwf  tobriHf  p«iM  of  tnind  »•  w«U  m  baling 

*■  I*  bis  tmAUr  tojrt  Or.  Aldm  did  bftrd  but  nry  mtttal  work  1 

91  s  pioneer  in  the  f^n^f  fif  truth,  w:i<-'  nrt  i?nrn<"»(  n<lv'K-nt<» 
offoreiifU  uii»i)iuu«  whcD  the  tubjoct  wai.^  but  iiiti«  un<i>!r<>tii«ii. 
B«introdno«d  tb«  SKbb»tb^bool  when  thi-ru  wiu  mucli  pr«Ja- 
dic*  agftin it.  ifc  wni^  an  ouc^poken  fricml  <if  lotol  »b*iin«nc« 
wb«l  raeh  a  position  irA§  i-xtrcinel>-  unpopular.  Ilealdwl  miinj 
^goOdtSaMin  in  itn  infanry  hdiI  treakDf!<.^,  which  has  nuw 
gram  ftroBg  in  tb«  btarU  of  tb«  people.  lie  found  ihem  feeble, 
^  b«  haf  left  thorn  Tlgorooi.  Tholr  proKroM  f»re  bim  groat  Mt- 
isfiictinn.  Ho  coulil  »vm!  thivt  the  Wdrl<l  Has  grown  b<!tter  i<ince 
irit  b«  koow  it,  ud  be  r^oiced.  He  did  not,  indeed,  iodone 
twmy  nodorn  M<»  e/t  profcoMd  nitairmm;  lome  of  tbom  ho  • 
•toutlj  refuRed  to  accept ;  yet  be  sptino  >l'  (lu  rti  irith  charity. 
IiuKiati  uf  the  «baract«ri«tics  wbioh  often  uoidc  nitb  age,  he 
MOMcd  to  u  to  gttm  noto  geotlo  ood  tMiiloir.  Bo  «M  dothed 
with  incr^ft.'iinf;  wiuilona  nriA  rrv-tri^.  His  word*  fell  with  tuore 
lev*  and  tenderiiGM,  and  alt  felt  tbut  be  waa  riponiog  fur  bi« 
bomoabOTo."  j 

Hob.  Aiphcna  Htrdj,  of  Boatoa,  ddifend  the  fol-  [ 
loving  reiMrkg  tt  the  funeni  Mmoe: 

In  the  den  I 'i  -r  Dr  Al-iin  a  ^trnn-j  nnrl  vi:;(irrtu>  I'xli'  has 
eeoMd  to  burn  on  earth.    Its  raji  were  not  confine)!  to  this  ^ 
turn  or  to  tbis  violattjr  i  U  «m  ter-rooieUnt,  hMlthfbl,  sad  i 

b^pful  in  all  it*  influence.  | 

"It  is  now  iicarl>  thiitj  jear*  »inee  I  first  made  Dr.  Alden'i 
Acquaintance.  I  wa«  invitod  bjr  hie  friend  and  niy  friend,  the  I 
late  B«v.  WiliioiB  A.  StMwiM,  prwident  of  Amberot  Oollqgo,  to 
tkkoo  Not  ae  ono  of  tbo  trntooo  of  tbot  fnatitatloo.  Troinod 
aj  I  had  been  to  a  busineiK  life,  1  hesitated  to  accept  the  po- 
iitioo,  to  ttop  witbin  tbe  ciroie  of  Cbrittian  education,  and 
nlgbt  not,  bod  ikot  Dr.  AtdoB  oo  kindtf  ond  m  enoooraginKly 
liiiiin  irii  hy  the  band  and  given  tun  n  wurin  itc  Jchuh-.  Wr 
were  at  unco  nukdo  oulleagnoe  on  tbe  finance  coininittc«,  and 
tkoi  I  boRMi  to  know  of  htt  fldolity  nod  oomoloationi  dio-  | 

charp'-  "f  lii»  '!«ty.    There  n-s  at   Anil'ivrr,  whcrr  nr  srcrp 
•ieiilarly  connected  on  tbe  IMiillipi  Academy  l>oard  o(  uus- 
Im^  bo  woo  Ocmpalou«lT  GSOOt  in  tbo  dlMhar|;e  of  every  duty. 
It  wax  not  enough  that  tbo  trosooror  reported  xandry  funds  as 
in  band,  but  he  must  see  tbem,  and  Torlty  orery  item.    Ho  did 
Dot  accept  tbe  position  as  tra.itce  for  the  small  honor  such  iin  ; 
eiettioD  coaforrod,  bnt  to  attoad  tbo  ntoetiogs  promptij  and  ! 
boat  orory  Tarled  doty  oa  work  bo  bad  oeaoaiod  and  tbat  moot  | 
be  accomplished.    TIik  ju  l^mont  was  sound  iind  leading.  His 
finnoeea  waa  tempered  with  kindneaa.    Uia  opiniona,  if  Ibejr  • 
Aiflarod  ftoin  olbora,  woro  givon  with  BMaly  oourtoay.  At 
.\DdoTcr,  whero  T  tiicf  him  most  frc<jU'"n1I v.  ho  was  ever  fnirh- 
ful,  shrinking  from  no  toiL   Theae  old  ruity  ledger*  bear  bis 
■oAi  of  tMlQp;  bo  porod  ovot  thoB  at  eoaaetoatiaaaly  oa  | 

Oftr  hi"  Hibic 

"Tlic  Aoailea)y,ao  Icsk  iimu  lite  .seminary,  shared  his  care; 
hia  thou|;lits  were  for  tbo  boys  as  well  as  fur  the  more  ad- 
voaood  studoBla.  Ho  realiied  that  witbin  tboir  ranko  wore  | 
tboaa  who  woro  to  ill  oar  polpita,  to  bo  our  togialatora,  and 
exert  an  iiirtm  n.-n  in  tbe  world;  in  tho  true  spirit  of  the  found- 
en  of  tliat  ioboul  bo  would  bare  tbeir  bearta  eniiivalod,  while  1 
tbe  hfod  woa  odaeatod,  asd  would  ha?o  roltgton  and  odnoation  | 

go  band  in  hnn  l. 

"  It  bai  been  reported  by  the  preaa  that  he  had  resigned  bis 
potitiMi  BO  traatoo  at  Andovor;  trno^  but  hIa  loaignation  waa 

not        ],t,Ml.    The  board  of  Jrit5tf-p>"  nppreoiated  h:«  "irrvifTes 

too  highly,  and  respected  bim  too  much  tu  aever  bis  relntionii; 
(b^  would  lava  Mm  4ioaa  bo  did  iB  tbo  haraoiB.  ' 


"  For  a  praraaoioool  na«  bo  bad,  birgely,  buaiaooa  babtta^ 

hiihit-  ..f  cv.ii  tnejs,  application,  lidelif.v.  1'rii.rulity,  the  condi> 
ti'jor*  of  success.  Ui«  viewa  of  Chriatttto  duty  were  m  broad  ao 
tbo  Ooopol  plan  $  bo  drank  of  it*  living  fountoin.  Ho  waa  oHto 

M  thr  rlrrn!i'->n  and  salvntinti  fS  men  in  lands  and  all  climes. 
1  hnvc  rarely  met  a  inan  whoiir  wLulu  buiDf;  was  so  perroented 
with  tho  idea  of  loyalty  to  daty.  I''""  thing  I  must  do,aad 
do  well,  was  hi«  con5<tant  aim.  The  tenor  of  his  life  waO  OS- 
prc<«ed  In  the  spirit  of  the  beautiful  hymn,  coaimenoiug, 

*"  A  ctiorge  to  ke^  I  bare— 
AOodtogloflQr."' 


ALCXANDEK  K.  I>1  BO  IS. 

Alt  x:um1<t  Kdson  Dii  Bois  wns  born  in  UiaintrcHj, 
Vl.,  March  2^2,  1801,  aud  waB  the  second  child  of 
Joseph  aod  Polty  (Spcar)  Da  Boie.  Joiq>h  ]>n  Sola 
was  the  eOD  of  a  sbip^rpenter  of  Ht^iieoot  desoent, 
and  wai>  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Aug.  1,  1775. 
He  was  educated  as  a  [  hyidan.  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fesaiuu  for  tunny  y&m  iu  Vertuont  with  marked  suc- 
MM.  Polly  Spoar  was  bora  in  Bandolph,  Ma«s.,  Aug. 
7, 1778,  and  was  the  daiq^hter  of  Jaoob  SfMar,  who, 
with  otht  rs  of  his  townspeople,  settled  in  VemoBt 
while  liis  (liiimlitt  r  was  very  younjr. 

At  tbe  beginning  of  thi«  oeolury  our  iSuw  Eiightud 
villages  did  not  aiTord  the  AoUities  for  education 
whieh  thegr  now  do,  so  that  the  sabject  of  this  sluteh 
had  very  limited  opportunities  daring  his  boyhood  of 
•rainin;;  knowledf^e  from  l>o<ikx.  He  often  worked  for 
tbe  neighboring  farment,  and  took  pleasure  in  thus 
being  able  to  add  to  the  finnilj  ineome,  as  the  pro- 
fession of  a  eonntry  pbysidan  was  far  firom  lueratiTO 
when  a  fee  for  a  viHit  was  only  twenty  five  cents,  and 
patients  were  widely  scatt^n  ^1  over  the  hills.  At  the 
use  of  twenty -cue  be  came  to  lUndolph,  Maas.,  aod 
entered  tbe  store  of  Turner  &  Tolman  as  derlt.  Mr. 
Dn  Bois  woo  the  confidence  of  hn  employers,  and  in 
a  few  years  entered  into  partnership  with  Col.  Koyal 
Turner,  and  still  !iitcr  cnrriod  en  tho  same  husinena 
himself  with  i^ueceiis.  lie  was  honest  and  jtut 
in  hU  dealings,  uiiU  gained  for  himself  a  well-deserfed 
reputation  as  an  upright  man  in  every  rebtioo  of  life. 

His  good  judgment  and  deep  iDterc.>«t  in  $Ji  that 
concern^  tbe  w<  iHirc  uf  the  town  made  him  an  ot- 
cellent  cttiteu.  iiis  townsmen's  appreciation  of  these 
qualities  was  shown  by  his  election  as  a  member  of 
important  oommittees  ehosen  to  advise  on  qnesdoos 
lelating  to  the  varied  interests  of  the  town.  Mr.  Du 
Biiis  wn3  one  nf  tlio  ciiinnittti'^p  appointed  in  1833  to 
provide  tor  the  eaUibiishnicnt  of  tbe  Kuudolph  Auad- 
cmy,  also  a  member  of  tbe  committee  which  presented 
to  the  Iiegislature  in  183ft  a  petition  of  the  eitjaene 
to  have  a  bonk  ineorporaled  in  the  town.   For  some 
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jmts  he  wafl  a  fire  warden,  aod  IW  always  much  in-  { 
tcrcstcd  in  the  laying  out  of  new  strrcfs-,  and  in  what- 
ever (he  tended  to  promote  the  mowth  and  prosperity 
of  Randolph.     He  waj»  uiade  de]>uty  sheriff  of  Nor-  , 
fblk  Comity  io  1839,  and  hdd  the  office  •  Dumber  of ' 
yean,  and  also  received  a  comui^sion  as  jostioe  of  the  ' 
peace.    !^Tr.  Pu  T^uis  was  nne  of  tlio  ilirertnrs  rif  the 
Norf<dk  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Crunjcniv.     In  18;i5 
be  became  a  Free  Maiion,  and  afterwardH  held  various  . 
oflieeB  in  the  lodge  of  irbich  he  w«s  «  menber 

Notwithstanding  the  limitations  of  hia  youth,  he 
by  self-education  became  a  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary atfrtinnirrits,  and  his  advice  and  a;-sistiuiri"  was 
much  souj^ht  in  tbc  settlement  of  estaies  and  iii  other  . 
!egal  matten*    His  keen  sense  of  justice  and  deer  ■ 
imigbt  into  human  nature,  together  with  his  strong  : 
per-iin-iive  powers,  made  him  an  excellent  arbiter,  and 
ho  was  often  called  upon  to  aHjii>f  diffienltie?  hetwccn  , 
individuals.     Mr.  Du  Boia  took  a  deep  interest  in  | 
young  men  struggling  to  establish  themsehes  tnbnri- 1 
nesa,  and  waa  ever  willing  to  give  theu  assistanee.  \ 
His  kind  and  sympathetic  nature  led  him  to  listen  to 
the  n<  ( lis  nf  the  poor,  and  they  found  in  him  a  gen- 
erous lieiper. 

At  the  age  of  forty-three  he  united  with  the  Bap-  , 
tist  Church  in  Randolph,  and  was  ever  an  active  and  | 

consistent  member  of  that  body.  He  contributed  lib- 
eraMy  to  the  support  of  the  <rn>p<  1  in  his  own  town, 
as  Weil  as  to  the  cause  of  home  and  foreign  missions 
nod  other  objects  of  Christiau  benevolence.  Ever  | 
ehertiMng  a  deep  love  for  his  early  home,  the  Baptist 
Church  in  hul  UBtlTc  town,  by  his  exertions,  was  re- 
paired nn  l  oeeupied  after  having  been  closed  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Mr.  Da  Bols  wss  nwrried  Oct.  IS,  1827,  to  Ellen  j 
R.  Tudier,  dai^hter  of  James  and  Betsey  (Withing- 
ton)  Tucker,  of  Stou^rhton.  Mass.     Their  children 
were  George  K.,  born  Feb.  21,  lS:i9.  and  Jos  f  h  N.. 
born  Sept.  4, 1832.   George  E.  Du  Buiii  «h»  married 
Nov.  25, 1856,  to  ClsraP.  Fowler,  of  Daovera,  MasiV.,  ' 
nod  died  Nov.  3, 1859,  leaving  one  child,  Ellen  T.  : 
Du  Bois.    For  many  years  be  was  a  boot  and  shoe  ' 
oommis,»ion  nr'n-liunt  in  HiKion.    He  led  nn  npriirlit. 
Cbriittiau  life,  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him.   Joseph  N.  Du  Bois  £ed,  unmarried.  May  G, 
1867.   Ho  was  also  in  the  shoe  business,  and  was  ' 
kind  and  generous  in  his  nature,  his geoisl  disposition 
winning  for  him  niarty  friends. 

Mr.  Du  Bois  died  Oct.  19,  18G2,  after  an  illness 
of  a  few  days.  His  hope  io  Jesus  wu  s  snstaining 
power  in  hia  last  hours. 


CHAPTER  XXX.' 

CO  II  ASSET. 

Pioawr  Hirtory — Ii«ferene«  to  Hinfttftoi — Uein  of  the  Saebea 
Cbiokatsbat— D««d  frMon  t1i«  Indtuf,  Jttly  4,  ISSS— Tti* 

Pioneers:  Uwil,  Cii^hinif,  Jiimrs,  Lincoln,  Tower,  H^utt  a- 
B»tc»,  K«at,  Kicbol*,  UrcaU,  Pmtt,  ^oddsrd— Tb«  First 
8ett)efli«Bt— It*  LoeattoB— ])«iiiPStloa  of  Ksnra  of  Town— 
IncorporaliuD  of  Puri^li  —  Little  Ilinnhiini  Tht  fhiirch  — 
I'etition  for  Incorpciration  uf  Town — Oppu.<ed  bjr  liingham— 
Tana  Ineorpontid,  April  tTT9— Birtj  VotM  eoaooraiay 
SfhonN — Vote*  oon'-'crning  the  Revolution — CotiawelV  Rep- 
re»entative  at  the  Bottun  Teut-Partjr — Miij.  Jiime«  Stod. 
danl— -War  of  1S12— Siilpwnobi,  ita. 

It  is  a  natural  and  praiseworthy  feeling  thut  leads 
the  good  men  tud  women  of  New  En|dsnd  to  ode- 
brate  the  day  that  marks  the  birth  of  each  toWB,  to 
repeat  the  names  nf  their  fither*,  and  to  tr.icc  the 
steps  by  which  each  little  independent  cummuuity 
has  risen  from  the  poverty  and  weskoess  of  former 
times  to  the  wealth,  prosperity,  and  comfort  of  the 
present.  The  town  government  is  the  fonndatioii  of 
the  State;  attendnnee  on  town-meeting  and  perform- 
ance of  town  dutie-8  are  precious  training  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  the  New  Engbnd  youth  who  has  wandered 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  in  search  offiime  or  fortune 
looks  forward  to  the  day  when  he  shall  cast  anchor 
near  tlio  old  lioinesttiiid,  and  Imju's  that,  at  lost,  bis 
dust  shall  mingle  with  the  du8t  of  lu»  kindred. 

One  hundred  years  ago  your  fathers  met  within 
these  walls  to  receive  the  charter  and  to  organise 
the  town  of  CohjLss<'t.  The  rareful  antiquarian  may 
rL'niiii'l  me  that  ilie  wnrd  "di'-friet,"  instead  of 
'  town,  '  was  used  in  the  act  of  the  General  Court, 
for  the  reason  that  Cohassct  was  still  joined  with 
Hingham  in  the  choioe  of  representative.  But  in 
performing  municipal  dntlrs,  mid  in  hearing  Uuntci- 
p;il  iiurdens.  in  the  enre  of  rii:»ii-.  of  tlu'  poor  and  of 
^choob,  in  t^haring  the  counsels  of  the  kSiate,  and  in 
upholding  the  arm  of  the  nation,  Cohassct  has  always 
shown  herself  to  be  every  inch  a  town.  And  if  any 
lingering  doubts  remain  in  your  mind.<9  as  to  the  style 
of  your  loved  municipality,  you  will  be  glail  to  know 
that  in  178G  it  wa.^  enacted  that  all  districts  incor- 
porated before  1777  should  be,  to  all  iuteotB  and  pur^ 
poses,  towns. 

The  history  of  die  founders  of  Cohssnet  begins 

long  before  this  date.  For  they  were  abo  among  the 
founders  of  Hingham.  On  Sept.  18  (O.  S.).  1G35, 
Peter  Hubart  and  iwcuty-ninc  others  drew  lots  for 
homesteads,  and  thus  organised  that  settlement,  whi^ 

'  Tbe  fullowing  cti«pt«r  wiut  Ciintribiiieil  hy  Uod.  Thumaa 
EnMcIl,  Mag  »a  »Ainn  dallvMwl  bjt  bin  at  tbo  CoMoaalal 
Aaaironsry  of  tbo  town  of  Cobmet,  May  f,  IS7Q'. 
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had  beeD  begun  two  years  before  by  a  few  of  Mr.  ;  Such  thoughu  bring  us  into  the  more  immediate 
Hobtft**  towuMMii  fnm  Eoglaod.  These  earliest  set*  |  preseoM  of  oar  fathera.  Well  for  as  if  we  eoald  aok  as 
tiers  bore  the  names  of  Hobait,  Jacobs,  Smith,  and  |  in  that  pnaenoe  and  be  aQiniatad  by  their  apirit. 

Coshing.  Peter  Hnbart  came,  with  his  friends,  from  The  militia  excitement  of  1644  and  1645  fills  a 
Hingham,  in  Norfolk  County,  and,  like  many  of  the  Inrjrf  fff'acc  in  the  annala  of  Massachn<!«tts  Bay,  and 
early  settlers,  they  gave  to  the  new  town  the  name  of  for  seven  years  disturbed  the  peace  of  Hingham.  The 
their  old  home  In  hia  diary  ve  read  thia  reeord :  i  mrigin  of  this  trouble  was  the  election  of  militia  eap- 
'*  1635,  June  8. — I,  with  mj  wife  &  4  diiklreo  come  |  taio,  aud  the  qneetlon  involved  was  the  right  of  the 
safely  to  New  England  June  ye  8,  1635,  forever  prased  people  to  choose  for  tlii  nisolves,  without  tlu>  control 
bt'  the  Gi>d  of  Heaven,  my  God  &  Kiri<r."  Mr.  Ho-  of  the  mapistratrs.  Mr.  Holiart's  eonr«e  wn>  nbjrcti^d 
bare  wua  a  man  of  learning,  of  ability,  and  of  aeal, — a  to  by  Deputy  Governor  Winthrop  as  tending  lo  •*  mere 
good  specimen  of  the  atroog  meo  who,  in  poverty  aod  :  demoenuy/'  He  asd  his  amodatea  <were  fined  for 
in  danger,  taid  the  fimndationa  of  the  American  Em-  their  turbulent  oppontion  to  the  court.  Tbeae  floaa 
pire.  were  resisted,  and  for  this  resistance  Mr.  Hobart  waa 

In  the  oarly  annalf  of  your  parent  town  wp  find  once  more  dealt  with  by  the  court.  And  when,  at  a 
much  to  remind  us  of  their  hardships.  We  read  of  |  great  wedding  of  a  ilingham  man,  Mr.  Uobart  watt 
honatiee  g^ven  ftr  woltwalps ;  of  the  meetiog-bouae  j  invited  to  preach  in  Boalon,  be  waa  forbidden  by  the 
enmmnded  by  palisades  as  a  fmiteeUon  against  sad-  |  maipatrate,  because,  among  ether  reaaona,  he  was  a 
den  attack  ;  of  John  Jacob  slain  by  Indians  in  his  '  boM  inan,  and  would  speak  his  mind."  The  people 
whf-at  fi«-ld,  in  April,  1()7<»;  of  five  dwcllinGr-hoii<<es  ,  stood  by  their  pastor,  paid  bis  fines,  and  held  him 
burned  during  King  Philip's  war.    Such  was  the    always  in  higher  esteem. 

wakome  of  your  fiithers  to  these  riiores.  8aeh  were  It  is  an  hononbk  raooid  for  his  many  desoendants 
the  perib  they  gladly  bore  for  their  foitb.  to  read  of  their  ancestor,  that>  two  hundred  and 

The  horrors  of  King  Philip's  war  have  oflen  been  twen^-five  years  ago,  his  views  tended  to  pure  denfi- 
sketched.  Tfio  flnrncs  that  yrcre  kindlfd  at  Swanzey  '  ocracy,  and  that,  beinf?  a  hnld  man,  he  would  speak 
and  Dartmouth  rolled  all  over  the  land ;  the  beat  bis  luiud.  Such  assertions  of  equal  rights  aa  he 
Mood  of  the  youth  was  poured  oat  in  the  meadows  of  made  helped  to  forward  the  day  when  «  bmre  son  of 
Beerfield,  by  Tumer*s  Falls,  and  In  the^wamps  of  Hingham  should  roeeire  the  sword  of  ComwaUts  at 
Rhode  Island.  No  town,  no  home,  no  man,  was  safe,  Yorktown,  and  to  that  greater  duy  when  anOthMT 
Wondcrfnl  wa^:  the  r]<n<otion  that,  unaided  and  alone,  i  mnn  i,f  W\u^ht\m  d<>.sct>nt  proclaimed  that  alarety  in 
endured  the  fearful  conflict.  America  was  forever  at  an  end. 

Aa  an  illustration  of  the  sacrifici^  of  our  ancestors,  ,  We  loae  our  patlenca  as  we  read  the  story  of  this 
we  read  that  the  public  debt  of  the  ndghboring  i  contest.  We  amile  at  the  superstitious  bigotry  of 
colony  of  PtymoQth  far  exceeded  the  whole  amount  Winthrop,  win.  fiiids  a  Providential  inter]  >^iti  n 
of  pcr^nnnl  prnporty  in  that  colnny.  Well  ni;iv  iIm"  wlu  n  snTnr  Hingham  men  made  light  of  the  colony's 
historian  tei-l  pride  in  recording  tlie  fact  that  this  t')l•^t,  and,  allempting  to  uke  a  raft  to  Boston,  were 
debt  was  paid,  principal  and  interei<t, — paid  just  as  it  delayed  a  month  by  bad  weotlMHr.  But  while  we 
bad  been  agreed  to  be  paid.  Our  fiithers  never  |  criticsie  and  smile,  we  should  remember  that  Hobart 
dnam<'<I  of  repudiation.  And  this  contract-ke<>piog  and  his  fHends  were  bdtered  to  threaten  the  powers 
people  found  fivor  with  a  covenant- kecpini;  dul.  of  the  rnl»T«  of  tht*  pinvinc<\  and  that  .«ni  Vi  tl>n  ats 

This  flourishing  town  was  greatly  disturbed  by  the  imperiled  ihu  right  of  self-government.  We  know, 
question  of  militia  elections,  and  by  a  quarrel  about  also,  that  they  were  dreaded  because  they  troubled 
the  location  of  the  aecond  meeting^honse.  This  {  the  eharebes,  and  thoae  who  troubled  the  ohurehea 
qnarrcl  I  pass  by  as  more  interesting  to  the  people  of  \v<  i  <!  believed  to  endanger  souls.  On  both  sides  we 
that  il.iv  th.iii  to  this  generation.  Wluit  iutprestfl  us  tim!  error,  on  both  -iilrs  siiicniiy. — thi'  gront  manly 
utmt  jy,  tliat  tlie  meeting-house  was  tinally  built  in  i  virtue  from  which  ail  virtue  springn.  Tlierc  have 
1681,  and  tliut  it  now  stand««, — the  oldest  church  cdi-  been  men  of  gentler  disposition  than  Peter  Hobart, 
iceio  the  United  States,  oontaining  beams  that  were  in  }  of  more  enlightened  views  than  Governor  Wiothrop, 
the  first  meeting-house, — fragrant  with  old  memories.  |  of  more  refined  taste,  of  more  graceful  Speech  than 
We  love  to  believe  that  some  nf  tlic  earliest  conicr.s  anv  nf  tin  I'tlL'rini  Fatlt<»r'J  ;  htit  those  men  have  no 
tn  Ma«f>achu8ett.'«  Bnv  hnvo  W(>i>bipcrl  in  tlti^  Nrw  England  for  their  uionutnent. 
vi-nerable  .structure,  aod  lo  know  that  the  iirm-  lifsidcs  this  internal  t.trifc,  your  fathers  were  con- 
bom  of  the  Pilgrims  may  have  sat  within  its  wslls.  '  stantty  in  danger  from  the  savages  and  from  the 
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«ieiiit«s  of  EDgkbd.  Tbey  sent  nz  men  to  iif;ht 

the  Pequots  ia  1037.  Tli' y  armed  agaimt  the 
French,  the  Diiti  h,  ami  [he  S[ciiiiurd8.  The  mounds 
Id  the  huriai-pbu  <?  at  lliiigimni  are  believed  to  be 
relics  of  the  Dutch  fort.  Capt.  Thomas  Andrews 
and  nine  othen  pemhed  io  Sir  Williani  Phipps*  ez- 
peditioi)  in  1690,  oin'  of  the  party  being;  »luin  by  tiie 
«^nfmy  and  the  othera  dyin*;  of  smallpox.  Maj. 
Saiiiiiei  Thaxtpr  and  five  other  citizens  of  Hinjjham 
were  taken  prisoners  at  the  tali  of  Fort  William 
Heo>7  in  1757.  Two  Hiogham  men  had  been  cap- 
tared  bofore  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  <>iii>  of  wlmu) 
was  put  to  death,  and  mic  nf  whom,  Jeremiah  Lin- 
coln by  naiut'.  csrnped  frum  captivity  tn  lend  honor- 
able and  u»elul  life.  Knight  8pia^ue,  a  survivor 
of  thb  expedition,  lived  to  a  great  age  at  Leioerter, 
Mass.  Capt.  Joshua  Barker  was*  among  those  who 
served  in  the  attack  on  Havana  in  1740.  For 
thw*  facts  I  am  indebted  to  tht>  cart»fnl  rci^carchcs  of 
that  learned  antiquarian,  your  neighbor  and  friend, 
Hon.  Solixnon  Llnoolo.  These  wan  were  a  fit  prep- 
aration for  the  great  war  of  Independence.  The 
storit's  of  tilt!  living  ami  the  memory  of  the  dead 
kept  alive  a  martial  spirit  in  the  htnirt.s  of  the  colon- 
ists,— oven  as  the  stories  of  '70  and  the  tuemories  of 
1812  prepared  for  the  greater  oonteet  of  our  own  day. 

Ad  intereatiog  event  to  the  anBals  of  your  parent 
town  was  the  obtaining  of  a  deed  of  its  territory  from 
the  heirs  of  Chiekatabut.  This  powerful  sachem, 
living  on  the  banks  of  the  Neponset,  ruled  over  a 
great  part  of  what  18  ttow  Fljmoiith  and  Norfolk 
Counties.  He  is  anpposed  to  bava  given  permiaaion 
to  the  first  settlers  to  make  Ilingham  their  home. 
His  sons,  Warnpntuck,  S<pimuck,  and  Ahahden, 
deeded  the  whole  tract  which  comprijies  iliogham 
and  Cobasaet  to  Capt.  Josbua  Hubbard  and  Ensign 
John  Thaxto*,  for  the  inhabitants,  in  1668,  on  the 
4th  of  July.  That  day  wafl  de.stiued  to  become 
lanouB  ns  the  dat*'  of  an  infinltrly  LTcafer  eh.irtor. 

The  iirst  mention  of  this  locality  in  the  town  rec- 
ords of  Hinghan  is  in  Febroary,  1647,  when  divi- 
sion of  meadow  land  was  made  among  the  proprieten 
at  Ooogbaaaet.  Not  all  of  these  proprietors,  how- 
ever, were  residents  of  this  territory.  The  first 
Hingham  settlers  here  are  said,  by  Kev.  Mr,  Flint,  to 
have  borne  the  familiar  names  of  Beat,  Cuehiog, 
James,  Lioooln,  Tower,  and  Sutton.  With  these  were 
joined  the  families  of  Bate«,  Kent,  Nichols,  Orcutt, 
Pratt,  and  Stoddard.  The  first  settlement  i.<  reported 
to  have  been  at  Kooky  Nook,  and  on  the  Jerusalem 
road.  The  name  of  your  town  ia  said  by  some  to 
mean  **  a  iiahing  promontory/*  by  othen  to  mean  a 
plaoe  of  rooks."    mther  name  would  fit  the  plaes, 


and  either  name  would  apply  to  Cohaaset  Nsnowa,  in, 
Sandwioh.    Mr,  Trumbull,  the  best  living  authority, 

assures  me  that  neither  of  tlu'^e  is  correct,  rnfortu- 
nately,  he  cannot  give  the  true  meaning  of  tlie  word. 
It  is  enough  that  Cohosset  now  means  a  place  where, 
for  two  hundred  years,  upright  men  have  led  hono^ 
able  lives,  and  where  an  honest  Kew  Bnglnnd  town 

has  flourished  Tar  a  century. 

In  1714  Hiugham  was  requested  in  vain  to  remit 
the  school  and  ministerial  taxes  to  this  portioQ  of  the 
old  town.  In  171fi  Ilingham  voted  to  grant  the  i» 
qucift,  provided  that  Cohassct  would  settle  SO  OfthlK 
dox  minister,  and  aecejit  this  settlement  of  themnttcr 
cheerfully.  But  the  citizen*'  of  Cohasset  voted  that 
they  could  not  do  so  cheerfully.  In  1717  an  act  of 
the  General  Court  was  obtained  creating  a  asoond 
parish  in  Hingham;  and  on  Jnly  14,  1718,  the  act 
wa.H  accepted  at  a  meeting,  over  which  Daniel  Lio- 
coln  presided.  The  meeting  wn.s  ealied  for  Cohassct, 
aittis  Little  Hingham.  This  strange  phraae  is  serend 
times  repeated.  To  lawyen  the  word  aHaa  asvon  of 
anything  bat  honesty.  Yet  here  it  was  applied  to  n 
community  as  honest  as  ever  breathed. 

In  1719  a  fast  was  appointed  for  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  April,  in  order  to  give  a  minister  a  caU.  Mx. 
Pierponfc  was  called  at  this  time,  and  Mr.  Spear  ia 
the  spring  of  1721.  But  no  one  was  settled  until 
September  of  that  year,  when  Nehcmiah  Hobart  be- 
came pastor.  In  1727  the  precinct  petitioned  the 
General  Court  for  liberty  to  apply  taxes  to  sohooU, 
and  in  Oetober,  l728,Boboo1s  were  established.  In 
1731  it  was  voted  that  the  two  arms  of  the  district 
should  each  have  it.<4  share  of  school  money,  Rocky 
Nook  at  one  end,  and  thn  Bweh-Woods  at  the  other. 

In  1740  the  church  lost  its  able  and  belored  pas- 
tor, who  was  a  worthy  deseendant  of  PMer  Hohnit 
His  place  was  not  filled  without  long  delay,  oor  with* 
out  various  attempts  to  fix  proper  terms.  One  prop- 
u.Vition  was  to  p;iy  £400,  old  tenor,  as  settlement,  and 
£Z!}0  as  salary,  corn  and  rye  to  be  taken  at  I5».  in 
February,  and  beef  at  lOdL  in  Kovember,  with  money 
enough  for  twenty  eorda  of  wood.  John  Fowie  was 
for  a  short  time  tlie  .-ucceasor  of  Mr.  Hobart,  and 
then  Rev.  John  Bmwn  became  pastor.  This  able 
preacher  served  faithfully  for  forty-five  years,  preach- 
ing on  the  last  Sabbath  of  his  life,  and  dying  at  the 
age  of  sizty>siz.  Governor  Han«odc*s  state  visit  to 
liini  was  a  great  event  in  Cohasset.  Your  town  is 
filled  with  traditions  of  hi?  quaint  rayincs.  Serving 
for  one  campaign  as  regimental  chaplain  iu  the  Nova 
Sootia  expedition,  he  never  lost  his  military  spirit,  and 
his  love  of  liberty  made  bim  a  warm  friei^d  of  tnd» 
pendenoe.  When  the  mild  and  ooossrvntive  Mr.  Qtj 
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aiked  bioi  what  be  would  do  if  tbo  British  should 
com  uto  CohuMt  Hsibor  and  try  to  born  the  TCMds, 

joarmioister  iv['1i '(],  "  I  would  shoot  them  1"  Wb«D, 
at  a  TrK'i'tiiig  iu  177").  lie  liad  iir.:'''tl  recniits  to  pnlist. 
aud  an  old  nian  had  taunted  hint  witb  calling  upon 
others  to  do  what  he  dared  not  do,  be  raised  his  staff 
and  thrasteoed  to  cine  the  **  old  Tory"  who  iosuked 
him.  His  -'•'rimm,  preaebed  to  Toltmttvrs  uiiil>-r  the 
old  flm  ui  Hiimlmtn.  wa?'  b  pnwcrCui  cxhortatiini  fr> 
fight  for  the  liberties  of  Anaerica.  A  stirriog  hi  riiKm 
on  the  Bostoo  massacre  was  published.  No  one,  ilien, 
bai  proobimed  Ibat  a  eleft^man  should  never  exhort 
men  to  discharge  their  dm  it  -  in  this  world  ;  no  one 
lud  denied  that  patriotisoi  is  a  ihity.  Wo.>  tn  Ni>w 
fios^bad  if,  when  liberty,  loyalty,  and  liumaDitj  arc 
ia  dutger,  her  pulpit  ever  shall  be  dumb. 

in  1760  it  was  reported  at  a  parbh-meeliog  thai 
the  meeting- house  had  been  completed  at  a  emt  of 
four  tliiiiisand  pounds.  Tliis  wa.s,  cf  course,  old  lonor. 
but  It  wtks  u  large  mm  for  the  meti  of  tht^e  days. 
The  building  was  sufficicatly  completed  to  bo  used  io 
This  is  the  bnilding  in  which  we  now  an 
■Metobled,  and  for  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty 
ynr>  it>  wall-  liavc  .'clioed  the  prayem  and  praiaes  of 
four  generatiun»  of  uivo. 

Ia  March,  1752,  it  was  voted  to  pciiiiou  Ilingliaui 
isd  the  General  Oonrt  for  the  setting  off  of  a  new 
town.  Tliis  project  was  renewed  sgsin  and  again, 
mere  rspeciall  v  when  town-mectinps  f>ecame  frequent, 
00  account  of  tlie  (jucsfioiis  with  the  mother-country. 
Bat  Hinghaui,  while  earne«i  for  iudepeodeuoe,  could 
Mt  see  the  inportanee  of  aelf-govereoMnt  to  her  sub- 
ject province.  Tet  her  opposition  was,  aAer  all,  a 
compliment.  Sn  wonder  iliat  the  p.arent  town  was 
loth  to  part  with  so  fair  a  territory  and  with  so  worthy 
a  people. 

Before  lenvittg  Hingham,  let  me  refer  to  a  vote  tn 

1768,  when  impending  trouble  with  England  ad- 
monished the  people  to  look  well  to  their  ways.  A 
committee  was  chown  in  March,  ("oinposed  of  the 
best  meu  in  the  tuwu,  who  iu  May  reported  resolves: 
"First,  that  we  will,  by  all  ways  and  means  in  our 
power,  encoarage  and  prsuoto  the  praetioe  of  virtne 
and  snpprcssing  of  vice  and  immorality,  the  latter  of 
which  seeui  daily  increasins  among  us,  and  the  deeny 
of  the  former  much  to  be  lamented."  This  passed  in 
die  affirmative. 

Next,  they  r^mted,  Aat  to  promote  Tirtue  and 
discourage  vioe|  it  was  desirable  to  lessen  the  number 
of  !twn*<>d  houses,  so  that  there  should  only  be  six 
io  the  towD, — three  io  the  North  Parish,  two  in  tlie 
Kut,  Md  ens  in  ths  Sondi.  Tbb  passed  in  the 
sc^Te,  ftr  tliere  were  men  in  those  days  (the  raoe 


is  now  eztinet)  wlio  loved  virtue  in  the  abstiaefej  but 
opposed  every  practioal  measufe  ibr  the  sappresrion 

of  vice. 

On  Mnrch  23,  1707.  it  was  vntod  by  thi<«  precinct 
not  to  give  up  singing  line  by  line,  conservatism  win- 
ning a  victory  over  the  radical  youth  of  the  churob ; 
and  in  March,  1768,  the  porch  was  added  to  this 
house. 

On  MfiyT,  1770,  the  act  of  incorporation,  whieli  had 
been  signed  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinson  ou 
April  26th,  was  accepted  at  a  meeting  where  Deacon 
Isaae  Lincoln  acted  as  moderator  and  Daniel  Unooln 
as  clerk.  It  wa.s  voted  to  ssk  that  the  .style  of  "  dis- 
trict" b*'  <  IiaiiL''  d  to  tnwn."  I  have  rcfcrrtnl  to  the 
general  act  by  which  this  was  finally  accomplished. 

In  December,  1770,  it  was  voted  that  each  child 
bring  one  foot  of  wood  to  sehool,  or  la.  6<l.,  and  the 
assessors  should  charge  each  [mtsou  that  was  "  be> 
hind."  Such  votf^  earry  u.s  back  to  primitivL-  times, 
and  remind  us  that  even  then  the  educaliou  of  chil- 
dren was  not  neglected.  The  annual  election  of 
'*  deer-reeves"  telle  of  the  time  when  the  heeeh*woods 
were  alive  with  game,  as  the  mention  of  Turkey  tlill, 
in  nnininir  tlie  bounds  of  the  precinct  in  1647,  kindles 
the  iiuairiiiation  of  »y>f>rtsnien.  Hut  t:ravi>r  matters 
»uou  occupied  the  miuds  uf  lueu  who  cuuld  use  lire- 
arms.  On  March  7, 1774,  it  was  voted  to  build  a 
closet  io  the  meetisg-house  for  ammunition.  Already 

the  little  tnwn  wns  prrparinfr  tn  rc.>i)sl  the  British  Ktn- 
pire,  luid  tlio  .same  walls  that  lieard  your  fathers' 
prayers  for  deliveruuce  and  their  resolves  to  resist 
oppresMon  sheltered  the  ammunition  which  was  to 
enfoToe  these  resolves,  and  to  show  that  those  prayeis 
were  honest. 

On  Dec.  25,  1771,  th»  tnwn  chose  a  com- 
mittee of  eleven,  agreeuhly  tu  the  Articles  of  the 
Oimtinentai  Aasoeiation.  Jesse  Stephenson  was 
ohainnan  of  this  committee.  Thomas  Lothrop  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  a  committee  to  draili  a  paper 
to  be  signed  bv  freehnlden"  in  appnTVa!  of  ihnt  asso- 
ciation. At  tlic  same  meeting  it  was  voted  to  pay 
the  province  tos  to  Henry  Oardner,  and  to  indem> 
nily  the  sdeetmen  and  constables  for  so  doing.  This 
seems  a  simple  matter,  but  Mr.  Gardner  wxs  troa.>iurer 
un«lf>r  a  revolutionnry  irovernTneot.  and  this  vote  was 
an  act  of  treason.  Thus,  day  by  day,  in  regular 
town-meeting,  by  solemn  vote,eaeh  little  manlcipaliiy 
fell  into  the  ranks,  and  pledged  ita  faith  for  the  con- 
test with  Great  Britain. 

On  March  6,  1775,  it  was  voted  to  pay  the  share 
of  Cobasset  for  Deacon  Lincoln's  attendance  on  the 
Plrtfvindal  Coogrees,  and  for  Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln's 
attendance  at  the  Oeneial  Gourl  at  Salen.   It  was 
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worth  wblle  to  be  uait«d  vHb  Hiogham  in  the  eboioe 
of  a  reprcsentatire,  sinoe  tbu  you  shared  ibe  credit 

of  having:  such  a  pntriot  vo'ir  spokcsuian.  A'^ain, 
in  November,  1775,  yunr  fatlierH  joined  with  Hiup- 
bam  in  seodiog  Col.  Lincoln  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
greaa  «t  Coooord  end  el  Wetertown.  Thin,  by  being 
united  with  Hingham  es  a  representetive  district, 
your  town  was  limiitn  .1  in  sending  to  the  Le«;islaturc 
the  able  general  who  w;is  d.  stinod  to  rfcive  ihc 
surrender  of  Coruwallis,  to  sit  io  the  United  Sutcs 
Oabinet,  to  onuh  by  his  vigor  the  nebellioo  of  Shay, 
end  to  eontinne  elweya  the  tnieted  fHend  of  Wash' 
ington. 

On  April  28th  it  was  voted  to  buy  five  hundred 
bushels  of  corn,  one  hundred  pounds  of  gunpowder, 
and  five  hundred  flints.  On  May  29th  a  Cominittee 
of  Comepondenee  wee  ehoBen,  of  whioh  Deacon  leeae 

Lothrop  wus  chairman.  Also  a  committee,  of  which 
Joseph  Luther  wa«  tlie  head,  to  call  nn  Maj.  Thomas 
Lothrop  to  Bee  whether  bo  will  call  the  alarm-list 
together  and  settle  them  in  eoiue  order.  In  March 
next  a  Committee  of  Safety  was  oboaen,  of  which 
Thomas  Lincoln  was  chairman.  In  May,  Jonathan 
Beal  was  elected  rcpre«<*ritat!v«»  On  Jnno  15  1776, 
it  was  voted  {aud  uo  other  vote  was  taken)  that  if  the 
hononble  American  Gongreas  should  deelan  the 
united  ooloniee  independent  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Briiain,  the  town  would  -  ij  :  rt  it  with  their 
V\y(^  ntiil  A.rtiino".  Tims,  whta  rniiu'rcfs  made  the 
declaration,  tliey  only  echoed  the  voices  of  the  people 
and  renewed  their  sacred  pledges. 

On  August  22d  it  wss  voted  to  raise  fifty<two 
pounds  as  bounty  for  four  soldiers  required  for  the 
N'>rthern  army  In  Scptemb«'r  sixty-two  pounds 
were  raiiied  an  bounty  for  sixteen  Boldiers  to  march 
to  Conneetioat.  tn  Deoemher  forty  shillings  were 
added  to  the  pay  of  volanteers  to  eneourage  them  to 
march  on  the  shortest  notice.  Subsequent  additions 
were  n>nde  t<>  thi?  swti).  nnd  ;i  final  addition  was  v  li  il 
of  three  pounds  it'  ordered  to  march.  At  a  later  date 
the  sum  of  ten  pouodd  w«fl  given  for  three  years*  en- 
listments. 

The  Declaration  of  Independeooe  was  in  Deoemher 

OOpied  into  t1u'  town  rcmnl'^. 

The  town  did  its  full  share  of  service  in  the  war. 
One  full  company,  commanded  by  Cupt.  Job  Cusb- 
n^,  was  attached  to  Col.  Revere**  regiment.  Capt 
Stowers  commandt'd  a  company,  nearly  all  fn>m  Co- 
hitssi't,  who  ilid  LMiui'l  duty  on  tho  eonst.  uml  Xoah 
Nicho|.<4  wa.<i  commissioned  as  captain  of  au  artillery 
company  compri.Hing  many  Cohassct  men 

Id  the  early  days  of  the  eontroveny  your  town  was 
represented  at  the  Boston  teapparty  by  Haj.  James 


Stoddard.  Tradition  tells,  also,  of  an  English  brig 

bound  for  Boston  with  supplies  for  the  British  army 
lit'f^lmed  off  the.se  shnren,  and  takt  ti  by  :i  boat  manned 
by  Cohasset  men.  Maj.  Sto<i(lard  w.is  tlic  Ifading 
spirit  00  this  occasion,  and  when  one  of  ihc  boat's 
erew  pointed  to  the  brig's  artillery,  and  propoaed  to 
return,  the  major  declared  that  there  should  be  no 
Roinji  back.  The  defenses  of  the  brig  proved  to  be 
"  (^nakiT  irun«,"  and  she  bocame  an  easy  prize.  Her 
cargo  was  rum,  and  if,  as  is  reported,  the  town  was 
for  a  few  days  a  little  more  lively  than  usual,  we  must 
borrow  the  words  of  Burke,  and  "  pnrdon  something 
to  the  spirit  of  liberty." 

Many  of  you  must  remember  tho  veteran  Noah 
Nichols,  who  wa«  accustomed  in  his  old  a^e  to  sboal- 
der  bia  fire-look, 

'■  Ai>J  show  how  field*  were  won." 

Yon  hfive  hrnrd  his  story  of  Wasbincrton  ordfrins: 
him  to  repair  the  wheel  of  a  gun-carriage  while  on  a 
forced  marob,  of  his  request  for  permission  to  stop 
while  mending  it,  and  of  the  general's  abmpt  refussl. 
<*  It  wa.s  the  hardest  thing  I  ever  did,"  the  old  man 
would  add,  "  but  I  did  it." 

Oue  of  your  truest  patriut.-s  in  tliis  contest  wi$ 
Joseph  Bates.  Harching  to  join  the  army  around 
Boston,  he  dcelared  that  be  never  should  retura. 
He  fought  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  ulirn  the  ammuni- 
tion of  tho  Americans  had  failed  and  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  he  was  seeu  throwing  8tonoa  at  tbe 
well-armed  British  soldiers  as  they  swarmed  into  the 
redoubt.  Sueh  was  the  spirit  of  onr  fathers,  firm  in 
defeat ;  cast  dowo,  but  not  destroyed.  Well  did 
Washington  say.  wVion  he  heard  of  tbe  re«nlt.  the 
retreat,  the  Briti(>h  victory,  but  heard  also  of  tbe 
spirit  of  the  people,  wdl  did  he  say,  *'  Thank  God, 
America  is  frsel"  When  a  man  is  in  earnest  Ihr 
the  right,  whether  be  stands  on  a  }mt  battle  field  ia 
fharlcstowii,  Mm^?*  .  nr  b<*nenth  a  ^nl1nw<«  in  Charles- 
town,  Va.,  be  knows  that  failure  is  only  tbe  prelude 
of  BucGces,  and  that  dttth  will  at  hat  ha  awalloifed 
up  in  victory. 

During  the  war,  in  1780,  the  Constitution  of  this 
Stiifo  w;is  rvdnptcd,  with  its  hill  of  ri'jilits.  c^utainiog 
the  wordn  *'  All  men  are  created  free  and  equal." 
These  words  are  often  misquoted  as  ocoarring  in  the 
Dedaration  of  Independence,  but  theailavehtdder  who 
wrote  that  instrument  did  not  and  could  not  use  the 
word  "frcr."  It  was  inserted  in  our  bill  nf  rights  by 
a  wise  judge,  in  order  to  abolish  human  bondage  in 
Massachusetts.  Prior  to  this  time  slavery  wss  hdd 
to  have  a  1^1  existenoe  in  Hssaaehnsetts,  and,  ss 
the  old  records  of  Hingham  show,  even  the  soil  of 
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ColMMt  VM  troddw  by  tttttar  ud  tUve.  But  after 
tbetioptioii  «f  the  State  Ooiwtitntion,  m  fellow-towna* 

aiBof  yourfiithers  by  birth,  Levi  LidooId,  trjing  the 

Cause  of  a  man  held  as  a  slave  in  Worcester  County, 
procured  a  deci^on  that  broke  the  shackles  of  every 
boodiuM  in  HaMMhwette,  Mr.  IadcoId,  who  vis 
bora  in  Hbgliam,  roee  to  great  emineDoe  at  the  bar, 

was  olio^t'D  to  Congress,  was  appointed  attorney- 
general,  lield  tlio  offirt-  of  Lieutenant-Governor  in  this 
State,  and  declined  appointment  as  judge  of  the 
Sapreme  Court  of  the  tlaited  States.  Bntbiagreateet 
honor  was  that  be  pleaded  the  eavae  of  the  oppreaaed, 
lad  wos  a  victory  for  freedom. 

This  was  one  of  the  f«»rws»rd  s(pp«<  that  gained  for 
our  State  its  proud  posilioo.  When  the  Fiileenth 
AiaeDdment  ireai  into  operation,  it  bad  do  eflfect  in 
Mianoboaetta.  Here  wee  no  law  whieb  it  oonld 
repeal.  Other  States  obtained  tlmr  freedom  with  a 
great  price.    We  were  born  free. 

The  war  of  1812  found  the  men  of  Cohasset  ready 
to  fttod  by  the  flag,  although  they  were  not  attached 
to  the  adniDiatratioD,  and  although  tbe  town  had  anf* 
t'ered  greatly  from  the  embaruo.    They  forgot  that 
tnf V  v^cTf  Domncrutf!  or  Fi'<ler:(I!.-ts,  and  only  reniem-  ' 
l^toi  that  ihcy  were  Americmi.';.    A  Committee  of 
Safety  was  chosen,  a  ooast-guard  of  seventy-five  waa 
foraud,  and  a  oommtttee  was  sent  to  asic  arms  and 
ammunition  from  tbe  State.    LieutcoaDt-Govoruor  | 
Cobb  tin  tbe  ;ili-rin'i>  iif  (^MVcrnor  Stmnp:'  TefiiHwl 
the  request,  and  reeoiinueinitd  tbe  hoisting  oi  a  white  ; 
flag.   Tbe  men  of  Cubas^et  di^sduiucd  the  timid  couu- 
ds  ef  the  esecutive,  and  finally  fwoenred  mnskete 
ttd  a  field-piece.  The  exeevtivt-  <.f  to-day  would  give 
DO  mch  pradeot  advice  in  any  siuiilur  y»  ril,  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenaut-Governur  alike  would  couasel 
the  use  of  no  flag  except  their  country's  flag — and  I 
that  Bailed  to  tbe  maat.  j 

Id  June,  1B14,  a  British  mnn-of-war  having  gent  a 
flotilla  of  barges  to  burn  tlti-  hliijipinn;  of  Sritiiate, 
sailed  for  Cob!i3.«(et  on  a  liko  i  rriiml.  ('ii]it.  I'efer 
liOthrop,  rouiiod  by  a  mctificnger  froia  Setiuate,  leaped 
i  Ana  hie  bed,  and,  without  hat  or  eoat,  mounting  a  I 
bor«e  without  a  saddle,  rode  through  tbe  village  and 
rou*ed  tbe  slumbering  iubabitanls.  MarcbiiiL'  to 
^bite-FTfad.  tb<»  militia  and  other  citizens  threw  up 
•a  eanhwurk,  paj-tor  and  people  working  together, 
I  tad  when,  on  Sunday  morning,  tbe  British  appeared, 
they  found  a  redoubt  held  by  what  appeared  to  be  a 
f  ruiiiLlile  force.  The  cncm>'  withdrew  ;  the  fleet  of 
tweuiv-iiijveM  ves.^cl.'s  was  carried  to  Gulf  River  and  , 
•CQttlcd.  Tbe  miiiiia  uf  Uiugham  aud  Weymouth,  , 
«ith  the  artillery  of  Abiogtoo,  Hanover,  and  Seituate, 
anehed  to  Gobaaaet,  and  for  three  months  White  ' 


Head  was  ooenpied  by  a  ^rrison.  And  so  the  eom- 
mnntty  was  kept  in  constant  alarm  till,  on  Febntary 

21st,  came  the  glad  tidings  of  peace,  which  was  cele- 
brated, with  the  birthday  of  Washington,  by  a  dinner 
I  at  tbe  academy. 

The  diaiy  of  Josiah  Willeutt  tells  of  the  fishing- 
schooner  "  Nsnoy,"  esptnred  in  September,  1814,  two 
of  her  crew  being  ^et  ashore  at  Plymouth,  aud  tbe 
others  carried  to  Halifax  jail.  Tn  April.  1R15,  Esekiel 
Wallace  returned,  bringiog  news  that  Isaiuh  Lincoln 
bad  died  in  prison.  England  alone,  among  civiliied 
nations,  mi^ea  war  on  poor  fiehermen. 

Tradition  tells  of  a  brave  son  of  Cohasset  who  could 
not  bt»ar  to  see  the  English  fleet  insulting  our  shores. 
Alooc  he  embarked  io  bis  duckiog-boat,  dcclariog 
that  be  would  have  one  shot  at  tbe  «aemy.  He  fired 
hie  ahot  with  effect,  Irat  waa  taken  prisoner,  and  died 
i  ri  H  al  ifax  jail.   I  have  inquired  in  vain  for  his  name, 

but  I  cniinnt  give  up  my  fnith  Itt  the  atOiy  of  the 
British  fleet  assailed  by  a  puot. 

To  us  it  seems  strange  that  thtwogfa  this  oonteot 
the  shores  of  this  State  were  inveeted  by  tbe  enemy, — 

Nantucket  flying  a  flag  of  truce,  Provincetown  Harbor 
orciipii'd  l>y  a  hostile  fleet,  and  Boston  closely  block- 
aded. This  can  never  happen  again.  Tbe  growth 
of  the  country  forbids  it.  Our  mail-cUd  ships 
would  foibid  it.  And,  better  far,  the  spirit  of 
the  people  would  guard  the  shores  from  foreign  insult. 
There  may  be  difierent  npitiions  to  the  efficiency  of 
our  navy  a»  compared  with  England's,  but  there  can 
be  DO  doubt  about  the  sailors  who  would  man  our 
navy. 

"  Vnin  nreth(>!)o  fleets  of  iron  (inuiiod, 
Vain  tbu8tt  lill-iikktteniig  gub*, 
CalvMTNa  Uicioy  keap  nntamod 
Th«  itroBf  lieart  of  Wmqi," 

And  that  tbe  strength  of  American  hearts  is  un- 
broken, the  recent  Rebellion  bss  shown. 

Your  good  town  early  responded  to  the  call  of  the 
cnuntry.  In  May,  18G1,  most  liliernl  provi?'ioTi  wa? 
uiudc  for  the  pay  of  volunteers  and  tbe  support  of 
their  familiea.  Similar  votes  were  pemed  as  need 
arose.  And  under  tbe  folds  of  a  noble  flag,  ^ven 
]iy  a  putriiitic  citizen,  the  sons  of  Cohasset  met,  from 
time  to  time,  to  enlist  for  the  defense  of  the  Union 
aud  Liberty  of  which  that  flag  b  the  emblem. 

One  of  your  fdlow-citisena,  Oliver  S.  Simpson  by 
name,  fell  in  the  first  great  battle  at  Bnll  Run.  Tbe 
nrtmcs  of  your  other  martyrs  are  known  to  you  all — 
Arnold,  Bates,  Litchfield,  Lincoln,  Mannel,  Nimms, 
Riply,  Shays,  Treat,  Thayer.  William  Bates  had 
the  mournful  honor  of  giving  two  of  bis  sons  to  bis 
country. 
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Ton  are  all  proud  of  Gen.  Zealoiw  B.  Tower, 

first  in  his  class  at  West  Point,  afterwards  for  a  dme 
hr:i'l  of  that  institution,  di«tiiir:uishcd  in  the-  Mexican 
war,  wliere  he  fought  by  the  side  of  Lee  and  Beaure- 
ganl,  winning  the  hi-ih  praise  of  Geo,  Soott,  serv- 
ing bravelj  CO  many  a  Held  of  tbe  war  agaiost  rebel' 
lion,  wounil'  <I  while  fighting  for  the  Union,  known 
and  honored  wherever  conrape  and  loyalty  tiro  hnnnred. 
Huch  men  are  the  glory  of  their  homes  and  the 
BtrcDgth  of  Atteriea. 
Bat  I  mnat  not  forget : 

—  "  l'e»c«  hath  its  viatorin 
Not  iMa  r«iioini«d  tbM)  ««C." 

Aod  of  mdi  vietoriea  tbie  ru<:ged  ooast  has  often  been 
the  Boene.    For  wben  the  galee  ha?e  buried  the 

Atlantic  waves  upon  Coha.si'ct  rocks,  and  when  some 
ve«i»el  h!)<»  becoiDp  n  wreck,  fhvrc  h:wr  never  l»een 
wantin;^  men  who  were  ready  to  li^ik  their  lives  to 
aave  tl»e  fMrbm  strangers,  and  every  boose  has  been 
ready  to  become  a  home  for  the  meoed  mariner. 
The  days  of  chivalry  have  not  fione,  when  every 
northeasterly  .-tnrm  s«mmon«  tr.  the  •shore  nf  Ni  w 
Eogland  a  ho^^l  oi  men  ri:;idy  lu  brave  Oeaih  in  the 
hope  of  flaring  life.  To-duy  you  can  point  out  the 
men  who,  if  to>uorrow  morning  should  bring  a  atorm 
and  a  wreck,  would  man  the  lifeboat  and  welcome 
the  yliijiWH^ckfil  .-ailor.  If  I  mtist  ever  be  ^nliji'ct  tn 
marine  disaster  (^which  is  not  wholly  improbuble),  let 
it  be  off  Cobasset,  and  tet  iome  IkMuae,  or  Lothrop, 
or  Tower  reeeire  me  on  the  shore. 

Grandest  of  all  the  scenes  of  nature  is  a  winter 
storm  upon  a  rocky  coa*t.  Rti?  •rrandcr  l.ir  (o  see, 
as  I  saw  ODce,  as  you  have  often  i>een,  the  will  of  man 
triumphant  orer  the  strife  of  the  dements.  The 
stranded  vessel  lies  hopeless  on  the  shoaL  Her  master 
ig  lashed  to  the  bulwarks }  the  freezing  sleet  has 
numbed  his  limbs;  every  wave  Ja-hc-  ov,  r  liiui.  All 
the  billows  of  despair  have  gone  over  bis  soul.  Tiien 
a  man  of  the  sea,  leaps  into  hit  ooekle>sheU  (tf  a  boat, 
sends  a  token  to  his  children,  who  msy  be  orphans  at 
ni^ht,  and  guides  his  fmil  c;tnoe  among  tlie  rocks. 
JJow  tlie  waves  have  ?-\v;ill<>«r>]  him  up.  but  strentrth 
and  skill  prevail;  be  reaeltes  llie  ship;  he  iiears  the 
almost  lifeless  sulor  in  safety  frotu  the  parting  frag- 
ments of  the  wreck. 

Time  would  fail  me  if  I  soui;ht  to  recall  all  the 
ninritie  disa.<>tcrH  which  this  spot  has  witnessed.  Let 
a  few  records  suffice. 

On  Feb.  12,  1783,  the  Danish  ship  "  Gerlruda 
Maria,"  in  a  driving  snow*8torm,  stmok  on  a  ledge,  and 
finally  went  to  pieces  on  Brush  Island,  where  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  wrack  found  poor  shelter  for  the  night. 


In  the  morning  hardy  sulom  resetted  then  with  giatt 

hazard,  losing  one  boat  upon  the  rocks,  and  humaot' 
friends  shcU.  red  them  at  their  homes.  Thi«  wa»  the 
rec«ptiou  of  men  who,  fearing  that  they  were  about 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  savages,  had  oat  the  giMd 
buttons  from  their  costs,  lest  th^  should  tempt  the 
barbarous  people  to  crime. 

The  king  of  Denmark,  learning  the  facts,  sent 
medals  of  gold  and  silv(;r  to  honor  the  gallantry  and 
httuaiMty  of  the  people  of  Cohaasat;  and  whco, 
years  after,  Mr.  Hubbard,  a  citiien  of  Boston,  wu 
carried  into  the  harbor  of  St.  Croix  dangerooilj 
hick,  till'  liraltli  laws  were  .suspended  ;  the  ris-  rott! 
quarantine  gave  way  in  token  of  the  hospitality  vhicL 
Capt.  Clien  and  his  men  had  reosived  lAam  wndesd 
at  Cohssset,  near  the  port  of  Bosttm.  Thus  wit 
America  honored  in  distant  lands ;  the  humanity  of 
vtiuf  f.iilicrH  w!H  reptud  fna  '^trnn^er,  nnd  the  natiom 
^  ot  the  world  were  brought  nturi;r  to  each  other. 
Rev.  Mr.  Shaw  was  among  those  who  were  ess- 
spleuous  fbr  their  humanity.  The  names  of  BoaM 
iind  Tower  were  not  AvaiitiuL:  on  the  loll  of  booor. 
The  i  ror.  1  lis  of  rtne  of  the  gold  medals  were  most  ap- 
propriately used  to  add  to  the  eommanion  plate  of  tbe 
j  first  church— appropriately,  for  when  tbe  men  ef 
I  Cohasset  rescued  and  fed  and  dothed  and  abekered 
the  poor  wayfarers  cast  upon  these  rfiores,  they  be- 
:4to\veri  tbr  ir  tfif^H  ou  Hliu  who  Is  eommemonted  by 
the  communion  M.'rvice : 

"  Tb«  Hoi;  Supper  U  kept  indeed 
In  wbat«9  wp  Rhare  wttli  anotbtrV  need." 

In  October,  1849,  the  iirilish  brig  "St.  John,'  with 
immigrants  from  Galway,  struck  on  the  Sea  Ledger, 
a  little  to  the  west  of  the  Minot,  and  immediately 

'  went  to  pieces.  More  than  a  bundled  of  her  passen- 
ircrs  were  drowned.  Oiln  rs  were  re^cned  hy  Uie 
luitiKUie  exertitt»«i  and  heroic  daring  of  the  men  of 
Cohas.set;  and  every  bouse  was  open  to  wdcoroe 
those  who  were  thus  snatched  from  the  grave.  I 

I  have  already  named  the  founders  of  your  town.  Let 
nie  name  some  of  those  who,  in  our  own  day,  snttained 
its  honor  and  the  hoiiur  of  humanity.  Studley, 
Snow,  Lawrence,  Ilardwick,  Lothrop,  Tower — these 

I  were  prominent  in  their  efibrts  to  save.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  the  oamea  of  all.  Their  modc«ty 
will  thank  me,  as  the  mftde=ty  of  a!!  wnuld  hafS 

I  thanked  me  if  all  the  names  had  been  withheld. 
One  aUecting  incident  of  the  wreck  must  be  famil- 
wr  to  yon  all.   Mr.  Lothrop  watched  a  tittle  paeb^g* 
that  floated  in  the  surf  and  -rrasping  it,  found,  to  his 

'  surprise,  an  infant  girl.    Tin-  mutlier  had  wrapp.  d  up 

i  ber  obild  with  careful  bands,  and  comoiitted  her  to 
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tke  wiVM,  wB  oDOe  m  mother  placed  her  loved  ohild  in  | 
« little  ark  upon  the  water's  edge,  and  prayed  that  | 
Heaven  mmld  save  the  infant's  life.    And  thh  child, 
also,  was   rcceivcil   into   princely   handa.    But  a 
mother's  care  and  the  stranger's  daring  would  have 
been  in  vain,  had  it  not  been  decreed  by  Him  who  | 
holds  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  His  hand  that  this 
ebild  should  Hve  aod  not  die. 

Another  child  was  bnni-iit  in  iliis  ves^f  l  hv  her  ' 
aoQl  to  meet  the  mother  who  had  cume  Uj  Auierica 
before.  When  the  mother  sought  her  inftuit,  she 
Ibniid  her  Testing  with  her  head  upon  the  shoulder  of  i 
li<T  aunt,  hut  the  cliild  and  the  woman  alike  were 
dead.  The  heart-broken  mother  only  snrvived  for 
three  days. 

In  striking  contrast  with  the  heroism  and  kindness  | 
of  yoar  people,  was  the  heartkssoess  of  the  eaptain  of 

the  "St.  John. "  who,  with  the  crew,' left  hi^  vei^el  in 
1  boat  only  half  filicil,  nnd  who.  in  hh  crHcl  cow  ardice, 
ut)glected  to  inform  the  crew  of  a  life- boat  that  his 
wrecked  vessel  was  filled  with  perishing  men  and 

life  ie  filled  with  just  such  contrasts.  The  name 
waters  that  witnessed  the  hcroi-im  of  Capt.  Williams 
and  his  officers  going  down  at  their  posts,  unwilling 
to  desert  the  sinking  flag,  saw  the  captain  of  the Bom-  . 
bey"  leaving  the  ship  whone  sides  he  had  crushed,  bar-  ' 
rjiog  away  as  fast  as  wind  and  steam  could  Lurry 
him,  treiiibling  all  over  with  rriicl  fear  lest  iit  tlic 
bottom  ot  his  vessel  there  might  be  some  plauk  as 
totten  as  hb  own  heart. 

On  Jan.  19, 1857,  the  hrieantine  «  New  Empire"  { 
sm  Wrecked  at  Little  White-Head.  The  floating  ice 
prevented  all  approach  to  the  shore.  VvU  r  Follcn, 
procuring  two  cylindtTf  fmm  the  Huuiaue  Houf?f. 
placed  them  between  hin  knees,  and  took  a  line  to  the 
ikip,  easting  in  his  lot  with  the  shipwrecked  men 
dtst  be  might  save  them  all.  I 

Orcfiur-e  tht'  sfamlanl  jokes  about  wreckers  are  re- 
lated at  the  idhal  itaiit-'  <>f  these  shores.    Of  one  it  is 
Mid,  especially,  that  when  asked  what  his  luck  had  ^ 
bees  ffgf  the  season,  he  answered,  I  got  a  good  deal  ■ 
of  Muff  and  put  it  in  the  barn,  but  they  do  steal  so  i 
th'  frronj  time,  that  sometimes  I  almost  Wish  there 
neTer  would  be  armthor  wrfck." 

A  much  better  authenticated  story  is  that  of  the 
Swedish  hng  wrecked  on  Hinot's  Ledge,  December,  ' 
1836  ;  her  two  decks  washing  ashore  upon  fieaeb  Is-  : 
Iwid,  three  miles  distant,  her  precious  cargo  strewn  all 
ilontr  the  chores  upon  the  bnttoro  of  the  sea.  Ninety 
P*r  cent,  of  that  cargo  was  recovered ;  every  bar  of 
inn  WW  delivered  to  the  ownen,  the  oount  answering 
^  invoice  j  while  «f  fottj  bales  of  ciash,  consigned 


to  one  Boston  merehsnt,  forty  save  one  were  oanried 
to  him  b  the  winter,  and  the  femaioiog  bale  was  re- 
stored in  June. 

In  !79S  the  last  slave  ship  that  sailed  from  Boston 
was  driven  upon  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  your  harbor, 
and  so  her  criminal  voyage  came  to  a  fortunate  end. 

Since  the  ereetion  of  Minot  Ught  thess  disssters . 
are  almost  unknown  in  this  spot.  The  whole  country 
recollects  the  desfruetion  of  the  first  li^lit  In  April, 
1851.  A  long  storm  hud  strewn  the  shores  of  New 
Eoglaod  with  shipwrecked  vessels.  A  former  gale 
had  shattered  one  of  the  iron  pillars  that  upheld  the 
.structure.  And  when  the  morning  light  of  April  1 8th 
broke  throiiu'h  the  storm,  the  anxious  eyes  that  looked 
seaward  couid  see  no  vestige  of  the  lighthouse.  Two 
men  perbhed  ia  ita  downfall.  The  present  structure 
is  the  pride  of  the  coast.  Had  it  lieen  erected  in 
ancient  times,  it  would  have  added  ooe  to  the  WOn* 
ders  of  the  world.  As  it  stands  now,  firm  and  erect 
amid  tlie  niging  sea,  it  is  not  only  a  noble  triumph 
of  human  skill,  but  the  fittest  emblem  of  a  true  mao 
constant  for  the  right  against  a  i^iosaying  worid. 
Such  a  symbol  might  have  been  boms  upon  the  00at> 
of-arnis  nf  Vt  tw  Hohart  in  Ifi4r),  or,  in  1829,  ttpon 
the  spotless  shield  ot  William  Lloyd  Garrison. 

But  it  h  not  in  hccdcs  of  war  or  of  wreck  that  the 
true  lifb  of  such  a  town  is  found.  You  love  Co* 
hasaet,  because  here  for  generations  an  indtistrions, 
iiilelliLrent.  «nd  contented  pcnpio  have  found  a  happy 
hom«*.  Here,  as  among  uil  vnnr  neiphhopi  nf  the 
South  Shore,  hard  work,  "  plain  living,  high  think- 
ing," with  peace  and  iVeedom,  have  been  the  habitual 
lif  -  of  tlx  l  eople.  Your  fathers  turned  early  IVom 
the  hard  and  scanty  fsnil  to  reap  their  richest  harvests 
on  the  sea.  Tiie  cxjiorfation  of  lumber  to  the  West 
Indies  has  ceased.  No  more  fortunes  can  be  made 
by  selling  fish  at  fmmine  prieee  in  the  Atlantic  and 
Mediterramau  ports  of  France  and  the  Peninsula. 
But  still,  like  ymir  fathers,  you  draw  wealth  from 
the  ocean,  aod  with  it  the  more  pr<  t  i-ms  treasures  of 
vigor,  energy,  and  enterprise.  Nor  is  agriculture  u^- 
leeted  even  on  these  shores.  Labor  and  skill  make 
your  rocky  fields  prodiicrtive.  Your  pleasant  beaches 
tempt  and  refresh  the  wearied  fugitives  from  the 
cares  and  toils  of  the  city.  The  growth  of  Cohuiiset 
in  weulih  has  bceu  used  as  an  argument  to  stimulate 
your  neighbors  to  demand  railroad  facilities.  Well 
may  they  desire  to  share  those  facilities,  when  they 
read  that  your  valuation  has  increased  from  three  hun- 
dred and  six  thou.'^and  dolhir^*  in  ISKi.  to  nearly 
one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to-d&y. 
Your  care  of  schools  increases  with  your  wealth,  in> 
ersasing  the  town  nppfopriatbn  in  twcDty.flve  yeais 
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from  eleven  bnoclred  ddbm  to  four  (hoannd  dellan. 
Thrae  joaager  eharches  have  grown  up  around  this 
venerable  niolher.  The  last  not  only  bears  a  pleasant 
name — "  tbe  Beech  wood  Church" — but  its  origin 
ewrriae  ut  b«dc  to  Puritta  days,  for  h  wm  fovnded 
after  forty  days  of  prayer  by  ao  eameat  iroman. 
.  And  wliiic  this  takea  our  thoughts  back  to  old  timea, 
the  first  contribution  for  this  church  n  tniiuls  un  of  n 
Btury  that  cao  oever  grow  old.  For  the  first  gift  set 
apart  for  ita  Maattiy  waa  the  BmaUeat  coin  dmt  ever  | 
iaaiicd  from  oar  mint. 

And  who  and  what  are  the  men  that  are  the  pro- 
duct of  Vf'ir  institutions You  may  well  boast  of  I 
Beojaoiio  Pratt,  who  was  born  March  13,  1710-11,  ' 
in  a  hoiue  on  what  la  now  called  South  Main  Street. 
A  gifted  writer  In  proee  and  verae,  ao  eloquent  and  ! 
fiuccc^sful  lawyer,  be  wa.s  appointed  tn  the  hij^b  pbu^e 
of  chief  juslice  of  New  York,  ami  dl.  i]  iu  17»i3,  too 
early  to  aharo  in  the  contest  tor  indejKjiidcnce,  al- 


trntha  whleii  lay  nDderdoped  in  tbe  oreed  of  than 
fathers ;    CatboKo  for  all  the  truth  of  God :  Proi-' 

estant  ajrainst  every  error  of  man  • "  if  a  visitor 
sought  (such  a  community,  I  would  take  him  to  a  vil- 
lage on  tbe  **8onlii  Shore"  and  tell  bin  to  aeek  na 
farther. 


CHAPTBB  XX. 

C0UA6SET— (CbaliMHCifl. 
Banlu-Ciril  Hiitoiy— MUiUij. 

The  CobMMt  Baviagt  BnoV  waa  incorporateil 

Ft  l),  2S,  1815.  The  corporators  were  Paul  Pratt, 
Henry  J.  Turner,  and  .Johu  Butt  s.  th<  ir  associates 
nnd  f»nfcc8«ors.  The  firf't  trustees  were  Henry  J. 
though  he  beard  the  argumeot  of  James  Otis  agaiost  Turner,  Daniel  T.  Luthrup,  Job  Curbing,  Francis  L. 
write  of  aflaiatanoe,  aod  declined  a  retainer  on  each  j  Bates,  Lot  Bates,  Zenaa  Stoddard,  Thomas  Smith, 
side  of  that  preat  argamcnt.    He  had  oolleoted  mn-  I  I^cvi  N.  Bates,  James  C.  Doane,  Abraham  H.  Towcr, 


tcrinl^!  for  «  history  of  New  Eti«land;  and  those  who 
love  lo  read  her  story  have  reason  to  lament  that  he 
did  not  completo  his  work.  In  bis  youth  a  fsll  from 
a  tree  made  Benjamin  Pratt  a  cripple  for  life,  and 
this  wsa  tbe  reason  that  he  gave  up  his  chosen  occu- 
pation as  a  blacksmith  and  beeame  a  lawyer.  Rari' 
example  of  Yankee  thrift.  Accident  ruins  the  young 
blacksmith.  Hia  parents  send  him  to  the  greatest 
master  of  law,  and  fit  thdr  nnfortnnate  boy  to  become 
chief  justice  of  a  great  State. 

In  lat<'i-  <l.iv^  Mldtllebiirv  ('■  IItl'*'  was  glad  to  re- 
ceive a  Coha.m'1  roan  aa  president,  in  the  person  of 


Nichols  Tower,  and  Solomon  J.  B<  iil. 

The  names  of  the  presidents  fnnn  tlu'  itiCurporatioQ 
to  tbe  pre^scnt  time  are  Paul  Prati,  Abraham  H. 
Tower,  and  Martin  Ltoooln ;  Seeretariea,  Thomaa  V. 
Smith,  Newcumb  Bates,  Jr.,  and  Levi  N.  Bates; 
Trf:i.'-iir<r,  Levi  N.  Bates. 

Thi'  j  res4Mif  officers  are  Martin  Lincoln,  prtisidenl; 
Capt.  Jolm  Warren  Bates,  vice  preiiident ;  Levi  N. 
Bates,  treasurer  and  secretary. 

The  present  trustees  arc  Martin  LitR-nln.  John  W. 
Bates,  J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop,  Zacchcus  Rich,  Newromb 
Bates^.  I/ouis  N.  Lincoln,  Morgan  B.  Sfetsou,  Abm- 


Ikv.  Dr.  Bates.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  sol  ham  H.  Tower,  Newcorob  B.  Tower,  Philander  Bates, 
dier  who  is  yoor  pride.   If  the  grief  were  not  too  |  Joshua  W.  Davis,  Alfred  Whitttogton,  Loring  Bates, 

and  Charlea  H.  Willard. 

The  &rst  deposit  was  made  March  28,  1846,  by 


reeeot,  and  if  his  friends  were  not  so  near,  I  should 
speak  I'l'  tlu>  skilii  d  an'l  lr»vcd  phyi^ii  iati  whn  srrvpd 
this  Slate  taiihtuliy  fur  years,  and  who.si»  hospitality 
made  so  many  New  Kuglanders  at  home  in  the  heart 
of  a  Western  city. 

The  true  plory  of  this,  as  of  other  New  England 
towns,  is  fouml.  imt  in  (In;  ci m-pii'tiou.s  few,  but  in 
the  honorable  and  useful  lives  of  tho  many.    And  if 


AbiiTiiil  Bnrton«haw,  VTidow  ;  amount,  ?116. 
Present  amount  of  deposit-s,  $344,2U9.46. 
Paul  Pratt  served  aa  president  three  years,  and  ww 
sncoeeded  by  Abraham  H.  Tower,  who  waa  eomitiucd 
in  the  office  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  ycirs,  when, 
ilcclifiinir  a  re-election  on  the  L'ronnd  of  liis  udvanoed 
a  stranger  desired  to  see  a  community  who  live  in  the    age  and  long  services,  Martin  Lincoln  was  chosen,  and 
fear  of  God  aod  tbe  love  of  their  fellow-men  •,  who  |  baa  been  annually  re-elected  to  the  pteaent  time. 


mind  their  own  husines.s,  and  yet  make  the  cause  of  office  of  vice-president  having  been  created  by 

the  piH)r  and  i-iiorani  ill,  ii  bri<iness ;  whose  best  men  j  an  amendment  of  the  by-laws  in  1874,  John  W. 
render  every  precious  servite  to  their  town  without  Bates  was  elected  to  that  office, and  haastnoe  been  aa- 
moncy  and  without  price  ;  a  community  from  which    uually  re-elected. 

a  dying  man  would  be  glad  to  select  guardiaaa  for  |    The  following-named  individuals  bnve  aemd  m 

his  orphan  children  ;  a  people  who  ataod  firm  for  the  i   . — —  ^    —  

ftitb  of  their  fath«»,  yet  are  ready  to  receive  all  the  i  *  Bjr  Uri  5.  fi^. 
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secretaries  of  the  board  of  trustees,  viz. :  Zeuas  Stod- 
inrd.  Lovi  N.  Bates,  Martin  Lincoln,  anrl  Newcomb 
Batee,  the  latter  being  the  preseut  secrctarj. 

Tlw  iNMtd  of  inVBStiBVDt  dvriiig  the  int  7«ar«on> 
rirted  of  tbe  ppendent  and  tret0(irer,md  Abraham 
H.  Tower,  Daniel  T.  Lothrop,  and  Thomas  Smith. 
The  present  board  con.^ists  of  Martin  Lincoln,  presi- 
denc ;  Capt.  J.  Warren  Bates,  vice-president ;  J.  Q. 
A.  LoUirup,  and  Louis  N.  LidcoId. 

Hm  following  is  a  liat  of  trmteea  from  mgudxtr 
tion  of  bank  to  1884: 


Paul  Pratt,  Aug.  21,  1S53. 
B<oi7  J.  Taraer,  Jan.  22, ; 

IMO. 
litaaatai. 
KibaB  8Mtb«r. 

KidMb  Tower,  Jr.,  ttae.  20, ' 

ma. 

Z«UM  Stoild»rd»  S«pt.  13, 1879. , 
J«d»b  <kk«i,  Maj  12, 1M3.  ! 

J'  -m  r'ar;,rr,  MtrOk  26^ 

Caleb  Lothrop.  ] 
Aim.  n.T«w«r,  JaMt9,  IWl.  | 

Ja.-oh  Tur-k. 

Abrfthftui  Hall,  Feb.  17,  1867. 

Nichols,  April  24,  1S6B. 
Wm.  Kilburn,  .Tune  27,  1852, 
Warren  Orcutt,  Mar.  24, 1872. 
Owrgc  Ripley.  Jan.  13,  1865- 
Ma  Pratt,  Jan.  U,  1863. 
Jmbm  Pratt,  July  4,  1S74. 

UCB17  Ooane,  J  r,,  Dec.  7, 1 874. 
Thoifett  Soitb,  Jan.  ST,  1W9. 

T^eni^  Willcutt,  Kav.SO,  IMt. 
Darid  WiUoD. 
H«U7  Sb«w,  Jr. 

Chirlf  =  1'rntt.  Aug.  2,  lf^83. 

a:;. -.4  U  birtinglon. 

Henry  K.  Hall,  April  1",  1875. 

Mwiin  N.  Bat«>,  July  &,  1$70 

S«woonib  Uatw,  Jr. 

Jobs  Hukell. 

J«riab  0.  Lawraoee,  April  26, 
tSM. 

Levi  N.  Bfttw. 

VI«liol»  Tower,  8«pl.  28,  IBM. 

Daoid  Tu«.T. 
Pel«r  J.titlirvp. 


NowDumb  BalM,  Aug.  1865. 
Jonathan  B.  Bates,  Deo.  6, 

lt*7S». 
liCt  Bntc5t. 

PraocU  L.  Batot,  Maj  19,1S82. 
80I0BMH1  jr.  Baal. 
Jaiue*  C.  DoBBi^  Sept.  19, 
1678. 

Job  Caabinc  Oct.  S,  IWt, 
Jam.  •<  wnivutt,  Dm.  8,1M4. 
Martin  Lincoln, 
■dward  Toww,  If  arch  <,  1878. 

T.evi  Tower. 

Cbarle«  II.  Uiitani. 

Dari<!  S.  G.  Doane. 

Job  Pratt,  SepU  27, 1682. 

Nichols  Tower  (2d). 

J.  Q.  A.  Luthrop. 

Thoisaa  N.  Tower. 
'  Zaeobent  Rich. 

Ilpiiry  W.  Beal,  Aug.  24,  187C. 
I  Abraham  H.  Tower,  Jr. 

Aadrew  J.  Soatbar. 

Tbos.  M.  ?<ii;th,  Jan. 28, 1881. 

£phraito  Snow. 
.  Ahob  Pratt. 

Loring  Batc«. 

Isaac  nail,  April  17,  1879. 

Calvin  Merriani,April88,1872. 
I  Capt.  J.  Warren  Batei. 

Edwsrd  E.  Tower. 

Juabua  W.  Dari«. 

Luuii  N.  Lioeoln. 

Morgaa  B.  Sleteon. 

El!-li:i  .'iciflon. 
I  PLilaader  Batee. 
I  Chariai  P.  Tildas. 

Neweomb  B.  Towor. 

Cak'b  Iiotbrop. 


John  Parker. 
Henry  J.  Turner. 
Levi  X.  Bete*. 
Jmbcs  Pratt. 
Capt.  Mart  in  Linooln, 
Jonnthon  B.  BatM. 
Charlaa  Pratt. 
Daniel  Totrer. 
Jan)«>.'^  Willcutt. 
Uoorj  K.  UaU. 
VawooiBb  BatM,  Jr. 


Cb»rl<;8  H.  Wiltaid. 
Zacchout  Rich. 
Edward  R.  Tuwer. 
Cnpt  John  Warrem 
Morgan  B.  Stctaon. 
Louis  \.  Lincoln. 
Pbilaader  Bate*. 
Ijorfng  Batea. 
Xowcomb  B.  Tower. 
Joehoa  W.  Davis. 
Alfkad  Wbittingtoa. 


The  first  depoMt  in  the  bank  was  made  in  March, 

184G. 

The  following  will  show  the  number  of  depositors, 
amount  of  deposits,  and  increase  or  decrease  for  eaob 

suoceediog  five  years : 


Depositor). 
Jaa.  1,  1847...  41 
"  is:.3...140 
"  1857. ..377 
"  1862.. .473 
«  1867. ..822 
*•  1872. ..881 
*•  1377... 902 
«  1882...826 

Dee.  1,  1888...87S 


AdmobL 

$7,.352.6» 
26,810.01 
8(»,CS>7..S4 
105,fiSU.2n 
156.312.77 
295.U27.45 
3S4. 856.93 
326,024.05 


844,2«».40  Iaerea•^ 


Increa#e,  $19,457.32 

"  53,837.83 
?.|.9«5.30 
t':»,iir.i.57 
14o,0U.68 
.S8,»29.48 
58,832.88 
18,248,41 


M 
M 


DeonwM, 


Aoa«unt«  open  with  w^uit-n    375 

"  "  guard  ir<M^   7 

religions  and  oharitisa  6 

....  ...».««**  .....M.*  ...MM*.  78 


M 

111  tnit. 


AmuuDi. 
51132,784.11 
3,flS  1 .90 
&.075.68 


The  foUowtnjr-named  individuals  huvo  held  ibe 
office  of  trustee  for  one  or  more  years,  viit. : 


Pitul  ?raU. 

Capt  Abraham  H.  Tower. 
Capt.  Daniel  T.  Letbrep. 
Thomas  Smith. 
Jotiah  0.  Lamauiw. 
Job  CnsbiBf. 
JasiB  C.  DoaBOb 
Solomon  J.  Beal. 
Zeoas  Stoddard. 
15 


Cmlob  Lothrop. 
J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop. 
Tbomasi  s.  Tower. 
John  Pratt. 
David  S.  O.  Doaa*. 
Bpbraln  Snow. 
Abrabaa  H.  TOwer,  Jr. 
Calvin  Merriam. 
Tbomaa  M.  Smith. 


At  each  semi-aoonal  meeting  dariog  the  fiist 
twenty-one  yean  semi-annual  dividends  of  two  and 

one-half  per  cent,  were  det-InriHl.  Durinfj  tlio  next 
^  eight  and  one-half  years  the  semi-annual  dividends 
were  three  per  cent.;  and  from  that  time,  viz.,  from 
July,  1876,  with  the  ezoeption  of  one  year,  when  the 
difidend-s  wrr*  t %'...<  and  one-half  per  eent.,  the  semi- 
annual dividends  have  been  two  per  cent. 

During  the  above  time,  at  intervals  of  five  years, 
except  between  the  last  two,  when  the  interval  was 
eteren  years,  extra  dividends  have  been  deetared, 
amovnUng  in  tbe  aggregate  to  f«rt}  -three  per  cent., 
making  the  averajjc  dividi'iid.s.  iix  ludiiit;  ordinary  and 
extm.  for  the  thii  ty-Hoven  years  six  and  twelve-ooe- 
hundredths  per  cent,  per  uununi. 

XoDohasBstt  lodge  of  F.  and  A.  H.'  was  organiaed 
June,  ISfi.'),  ;ls  follows  :  (icor^e  Beal,  Jr.,  -TauieaH. 
Bouv6,  Zacchous  Kicii,  iM.  H.  Sf.tson,  A.T.  Prouty, 
H.  C.  Mapcs,  C.  A.  Gross,  and  .losrph  H.  Smith,  of 
Cohasset,  with  J.  0.  Cole,  Howland  Jj.  Studley, 
Heary  Henritt,  and  A.  J.  Poole,  of  Sdtuate,  petitioned 
the  Orsnd  L^xiiro  for  a  dispensation,  which  waa 
granted  liy  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  C.  C.  Dame; 
fir^st  c'<niiiniitiication  under  dispensation  was  held  June 
30,  1865,  in  the  building  corner  of  Main  and  Brook 
Streets,  known  as  the  James  building,  at  this  time, 

>  Bj  Jamei  U.  Bobv8. 


Digitized  by  Google 


226 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS, 


1883,  occupied  bj  the  post-office.  Gron  &  Niohola,  { 
groeen,  and  MiiB  Nichob,  drj-goodt.  In  September,  i 
1865,  the  lodge  moved  iDto  their  lodge-room  io 
Tower's  buiiiiinir,  opp<>«ite  the  First  Chureh,  where  it 
has  rcmaioed  until  tWi»  time. 

Sioee  its  orgaoindon  thirteeo  members  have  vith- 
drmwn  and  opened  a  lodge  at  Hanover,  which  ia  In  a 
flourishin<i;  condition ;  also  twenty,  and  organized  a 
lod'_'e  In  Scituate.  The  deaths  in  the  1o'i_'c  h;ive  been 
but  eleven,  leaving  a  membership  of  sixty-five.  The 
folluwiug>Damed  brethren  hare  been  honored  with 
the  poaltioo  of  Worthj  Master,  via. :  6eo^  Beal, 
Jr.,  Jamea  H.  Boiit6,  Znccheus  Ricli,  Charle.^  A.  , 
Gross,  A.  W.  Williams,  William  J.  Newcnmb,  David  i 
Bates,  A.  A.  Seaverna,  and  George  U.  Batee,  who  at 
present  occupies  the  choir. 

The  lodge,  like  all  other  institutions  of  the  kiod, 
haa  juat  passed  through  a  season  of  quictneiis  from 
stagnation  nf  hti«in<'«s  and  siiclt  like  cauws,  t*ut  has 
now  started  again  witlj  the  young  men  of  the  town, 
and  bids  fair  to  have  a  sea^o  of  usefulness  and  pros-  | 
perity.  j 

Hanry  Bryant  Post,  No.  98,  G.  A.  B.,  eo  named  | 
for  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  town  who  wan  an  army 
pnrjffin  and  also  brig«de  eurgeon,  and  who  afterwards 
died  in  the  We:jt  Indies,  was  organized  Jan.  15, 1883, 
and  now  nambers  twenty-eight  members,  rii. :  Cbss. 

A.  Gross,  C;  E.  E.  Wentworth,  Sen.  V.-C;  O.  S. 
Wilbur,  Jun.  V.-C  ;  J.  Fu.Ui  Duanc,  Adjt,;  W.F. 
Thaypr,  Q  -M.  ;  Daniel  B.  Litu(*ln,  Surg,  j  Kobt.  B. 
Pratt,  Chap.;  Thomaa  Ward,  O.  ol  D. ;  Thomas 
BlMOom,  0.  of  6.;  Willie  F.  Thayer,  Scrgt.- 
M^. ;  Jcsi'pli  Siuith,  Q.-M.  Sergt. ;  James  E.  Otis, 
Chas.  H.  Williston,  Azel  W.  Drake,  John  Keating, 
Ashac!  F.  Nntt,  Joseph  Munnice,  Samuel  P.  Stod- 
dard, Jamea  Uouuey,  Caleb  F.  B.  TUdeo,  Alonzo  L. 
Palmer,  David  Lyons,  Leander  W.  Orooe,  Frank  A. 
Field,  Isaac  Tower,  John  Baroea^  Joseph  8.  Butman, 
Qyriis  H.  I'  lN's. 

Town  Officers. — The  following  is  a  !i«t  of  the 
town  oliicers  of  Cohasact  from  its  incorporation,  in 
the  year  1770,  to  1883  inclumve,  compiled  by  Mr.  N. 

B.  Tower,  the  present  town  dark: 

17TI). — I>«»coii  I?a4ic  LiaoOlii,inodenitor ;  Daniel  Lincoln,  town 

el«rkj  Tbomu  Bvm,  tr«Mar«r}  DeMon  1mm  Linoola, 

0«al6l  Ltaooln,  Jmvph  Sontber,  MioctraMi. 
1771. — Tboroa*  I/Othroj).  mu'icmtor ;  Itaac  Iiin<-oln,  town  dork  ; 

TbomM  Uvutn,  itwumt ;  Imm  LitMoIo,  Tboniaa  Ijothrop, 

1>r.  Laiarsf  Bwl,  wlcotmra. 

1771'.  — T'r.  P<-;il,   Hi r.xlerator ;  I»MC    I.itiv.itn,  towu 

clork ;  Abel  K«Dt,  treu:<urcri  Imm  Liaetiln,  Tbonnu  LoUi* 
Vntr^iBt*.  Thonsi  Iiothi«|i,  moduatwj  Lawnn  BmI,  Jr., 


town  fllerk ;  AM  Kcat,  InMoiw;  Ifaa«  lAMots,TbMM 

Lolhroji.  \h<-'  ICi  tif,  "i-lrr.f  111!  li. 

1774.  —  Dencoii  l.<ia»c  Lincoln,  moderator;  TbooiM  Lothrgfi, 
town  clerk ;  TbomM  Bourn,  trMfBNr;  laaao  Uoadi, 
Thotnat  Lotbrup,  Abel  Kent,  rclcctmen. 

1775.  — Deacon  If>»A«  Lincoln,  moderator:  Tbotow  Loiiarajj, 
town  ol«rk;  Ignktiaa  Orcntt,  tr«M«inr;  In**  Utdta, 
Tbonaa  Lvtbrop,  Ab*l  K«a(t  Mlvatmaa. 

1776. — Abel  Kent,  nHMfanitor;  Thoawi  Lothrop,  towa  chrk: 
Ignatius  Orcutt,  treasurer;  Thomiu  I^olbrup,  Abet  Kesl. 
Isnatioa  Orcutt,  MlMtoeo;  Jonathao  Bmi,  npmM»- 
tU«. 

1777.  — Th.iiii;i-    Lincoln,   m^lfnit-r  ;    Tli.-infiS    L..»hr..p,  to«c 

elerk;  Ignatiuii  Oreatl,  treasurer;  TboiDM  Lotbrop,  AM 
Kwt,  Ignattiu  Onmtt,  Ml«tttitt«n ;  Janatbaa  Baal,  nfit^ 

M'ntutive. 

1778.  — Cn|it.  Job  Cuihing,  modernlor;  Ti>oa>a«  Lolbrop,  lo>s 
clerk :  .lofiah  Oak«a,  treamrw;  Tbomaa  LoUmpt  AM 
Kent,  Igniitiiifi  Orcutt,  «elt^tinen. 

1771), — Ciipt.  Job  Curbing,  uioJeralor;  Thunia«  Lolhrop,  to>i 
clerk  ;  Lieut.  Jo.'inh  Oake«,  treai^urcr  ;  Tbomaa  laoUMf, 
Capt.  Job  Cuabiog,  Ignatiai  OnmU,  aeloctiBtn. 

1780.  — DeacoB  Abel  K«nt,  modemtor;  Tbomat  Lotbrofi.  t*«a 
clerk;  Lieut.  Jupiab  Oake«,  trcntiurer;  Tboma;  Lothrcp. 
Deaoon  Ab«l  Kaat,  Cape  Job  Cuahing,  Mleotmen ;  Lmu. 
Sttph«B  £lodd«r,  reprfewntatlre. 

1781. — Lieut.  Joitiab  Ont.i  ?.  mn  lenitor;  Thoinaj  F/othrop,  ti>»i. 
olerk}  Lieut.  Jownh  Onkve,  (roatarer;  Tbomas  l(Utbr»|i, 
DesMB  Abal  Kaal,  Capt.  Jab  CmbiDg,  Ml««ta«a. 

1782.  — Maj.  Job  Cu^tiing,  niodenttor;  Thfttia-  I.'.lh  '.p.  t  «6 
clerk:  Lieut.  Jo!<iiib  Oukid,  trrai>urer:  Thunias  Li)itari>[', 
Mi^.  Job  Ciubiog,  ObadUb  Liiioolo»  leleetiDfiii  Tbottu 
ItOtbrop,  r«pre«enutir«. 

1783.  — Jennae  Slepbcnxon,  nodarator;  Thomas  IioOirop,  lo«i 
clerk;  Lieut.  Jusiab  Oakex,  treafurer;  Thomns  Lotbrup. 
Deacon  Abel  K«Bt,  Maj.  Job  Cuabiag,  Miectmcn ;  Thoaw 
Lotbrop,  re]ir«MBtatiT«. 

1784. — Uri;i1i  Lincoln,  moderator;  Tboinas  Lotbrup,  towE 
fllvrk;  Lieut.  Joiiab  Oakoa,  trMsarerj  ThoiuM  LoUu»ii>, 
DaaeoB  Abel  Keat,  M^J.  Job  Caihiag,  aelMtaea ;  ThoBM 
Lothrop,  rcprcjii  ntalire. 

1735. — Capt.  Solon  Strp)icu»uu,  luuilvralor;  Tbuuiaa  Loibivp. 

toWB  elerk}  Itirul,  Joeiub  Uakcn,  treasurer  ;  TbOBBB  Lotb- 

top.  Deacon  .Abvl  Kent,  Maj.  Job  CaabtBg^  aelootatia; 

Tboroi^  Lollirup,  rcpre«culiitive. 
1786. — I'riah    Lineolo,   modcmtor ;   Thomas   Lothrop,  towB 

olork;  Uriah  Liaoola,  treanrer;  Thuma*  Loibrop,  Dm- 

«0B  Abet  Krat,  HaJ.  Job  Cnahing,  xeleetmen;  Tboatat 

Lotbro|>,  rcprcifcntalire. 
17S7. — Jonah  Oak«8,  moderator ;  Tboma*  Lothrop,  tow  a  elerk; 

Uriab  Uaeola,  trearaver;  Joetab  Oakea,  Uriah  Uaooia, 

(jAlen  Jaiin',",  f  elect  men. 

— Jerooit)  SlvpbeoKon,  modorntor;  Tboiuu  Lothrop,  town 
elerk;  Uriah  Liaoola,  treaaarar;  Joriah  Oakai^  Uriah 
Lincftn,  T.pri  Tower,  (eleetroen. 
1799. — t'rinb  Lincoln,  moderator;  Tboinoa  Lotbri^,  town 
clerk;  tlrinb  Linoolo,  tooamrw;  Joaiah  Oakai^  Oalea 
Jamei,  Leri  Toworf  loleetaieB;  ThoBM*  Lothrop^  rapva* 
•cBtatire. 

1790.  — Jerome  Lineeln  r:itor;  Tboma«  Lothrop,  town 
olork;  Uriab  Liaeolu,  Ireaearer;  Uriah  Uaeoln,  Galea 
Jamea,  lj«Tt  Thwer,  aeleetraen;  Thonaa  Lothrop,  repre- 
sentative. J 

1791.  — Cspt.  Levi  Tower,  moderator;  Tbomaa  Lotbrop,  t««ra 
olork;  Joiiab  Oakot,  tnaaaierj  Uriah  Uaealii,  Oa|it>  1<**1 
Towar,  Qaka  JaaMa^  wlaelaMa. 
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IT??.— RHsha  'DnsriP',  moderator;  Thomas  Lothrop,  town 
clerk;  Jotiab  Oakea,  treaiurerj  Uriah  I.iDOuIn,  Capt. 
Isrl  Towtr,  J«ti»h  Qtkm,  MleeUnm;  ThmH  Lolhroii, 
NprasMtotif*.  I 

17VS.~BU«)i»  Doan*,  moderator ;  Thomaa  tiOtbrop,  town  elerk ;  1 
Uriah  Lincoln,  Jo»iah  Oake*,  Jerotne  Lincoln,  feleetmen. 

17M. — DoMon  Uriah  LIhooId,  moderator;  Ibomu  Lothrop,  I 
town  «l«rk ;  DtMon  Abet  Kent,  treuater;  Ifrfkh  Lldwln,  | 
Ji.i*iah  nnkesi,  .Tpri>iiip  Liix  uln,  .><'If<  ( inrii .  ' 

I79&.— Elitha  Doane,  tnoderatur ;  Thomas  Lothrup,  town  olcrk ;  i 
DtMoa  Abd  Kra^  tiwearer;  Uriah  Liaoofa,  JMiali  | 
n»ki^i,  Jerome  Llaoola,  MUotoira {  Tbemn  Lolhteft,  np- 
retentatiTe.  ^ 

IfMi— 'lliiha  DoMie,  moderator  j  Tbomaa  Lothrop,  town  clerk ;  < 
Deacon  Abel  Kent,  treasurer :   Doucon  Uriah  Lincoln, 
Thomai  Bourne,  Jr.,  Jerome  Lincoln,  teleotmcn  ;  Tbomus 
L'lilirop,  repretentatire. 

i<  07.— £lisba  I>o«dc.  tooderator ;  TbomM  Lothrop,  town  olerk ;  ' 
DeaooB  Abel  Kent,  tnanrar;  Daaoaa  Uriah  LinMla,  | 
Eliiba  Doane,  Tbomai  Boumo,  MlMtmiB }  Thomaa  Loth' 
rep,  nproMDtative. 

ins.— BIteba  Doane,  modorator ;  Tbomaa  Lotbrop,  town  alark  | 

Dc-iicon    AVjcI   Kont,   trciifiiior  ;    Dim'I'TI    Uriah  IliMOln, 

Eli^ha  Doane,  Tbomae  Bourne,  eekctmeD.  | 
lN9>lM0.r—Daa«Hi  Uriah  LlB«oln,niedarator$  Thoaaa  Lolh> 

mp,  tiwn  i"tprk ;  Deacon  Abel  Kent,  treasurer;  Uriah 
Lincoln,  Thumiij  Bourne,  John  Pratt,  »eloctme& ;  Xboma«  | 
Lothrop^  reproMtttatlire.  | 
1$<ll.— Elitba  Donne,  moderator;  ThoniR.*  Lothrop^  town  clerk  ; 
Samuel  Drown,  ircaaarer ;  Thomas  Bourne,  Blieha  ]>ottne, 
Caleb  Niaholi^  Mlaat4B«n;  Thouua  Iiothrop,  raprwwta- 
tit*. 

IWS.— Doaeoa  Uriah  IdnoolB,  moderator;  TboBM  Lothrop, 
town  clerk:  Samuel  Brown,  treasurer;  Tbomaa  Bosmo, 
Caleb  \icbols,  Samuel  Brown,  MlMtmeB.  . 

1813.— C'apt.  Lutbor  Stepbonton.  modontor;  Thonrne  Lotbrep. 

■.own  i^U-rk  :  JnU  TiirrxT,  f  rfrisunr ;  Tliumos  H  Mirno,  T'l  hih 
Lincoln,  Caleb  Nichols,  Bolectmen ;  Tbomait  Lothrop,  re[>-  j 
iMMtatIv*.  ; 

ISM. — John  Pratt,  ninJiriU-.r;  Tliomas  Lothrop,  town  clerk; 
Zealoiu  Bates,  treasurer ;  Thomas  Bourne,  Uriah  Lincoln,  i 

Cblab  Viobab,  Mloetiniii;  Tbomaa  ttotbrap^  reprmenta- 

tivc. 

ISOS.— Thomu  Bonrae,  moderator;  Thomai  Lothrap^  town 
clerk  ;  Thomas  Boumo,  treai>«irer«  TMm*  Boanw^  Uriah 
Lineoln,  Oaleb  Niobola,  eeleetmoa. 

tMM-S^Thoma«  Bourne,  nodeiator;  Thonuw  Lothrop,  town 

clerk;  Thomas  Bourni',  tron^urer;  Tln)nia>  Bmirrif.  Triith 
litnoolo,  Caleb  Niobols,  lelectmcni  Thomas  Lothrop,  rep* 
weentatlTo. 

IMf.- -Kli^lia  Dnfttie,  iiio  lcmfor  ;  TlmmnK  T..->throp.  tnwn  r-lprk  ; 
Thomas  Uonrno,  treasurer;  I'faomas  Bourne,  Uriah  Lin-  I 
««ln,  CUoh  NioboU^  lalaolaaa;  ThonuM  Lothrap,  lapra- 

1810.— Th«ii)M  Bourne,  moderator;  Tliomae  Lothrop,  town 

clerk;  Thoniiui  fiourn'',  trvtM»urer;  Thomas  Bourne,  Uriah  i 

lineoln,  Caleb  Nieholi,  leleotmen;  Thomaa  Lothrop,  rep<  1 

teeenutive.  I 

UlI-12. — Thomas  Bourne,  moderator  ;  Hhhhh.i  L<.ihr  )i».  t  wu 
eierk;  Tbomae  Boame^  trcamrtr ;  Thomas  Bourne,  Caleb 

Rieholi,  Larl  Tower,  Jr.,  lelootaen;  Thomea  Lothrop,  | 
Tepresenlativo. 

ItU^Ibotaaa  Boante,  moderator;  Thomas  Lothrop,  town  , 

ekrh;  Bannal  BafeM,  trMMurar;  Tbomaa  Bon»a^  Galab  | 

I^icb  >i>.  i.pxi  Tawar,  Jr.,  Mlaelaaa;  Thomai  Lothrop,  i 

representatiro.  I 


1814-15. — Thnmiw  Pnurnf,  mnfl.-'riitiir ;  Snmucl  Biite!>,  town 
clerk;  Suuiui;!  Uuled,  Ireoiurcr;  Tlioiiiii^  Uuurue,  Peter 
Lothrop,  Levi  Tower,  Jr.,  selectmen. 

181A.~Tbomaa  Bourne,  moderator;  Samuel  Bates,  town  clerk; 
Samnal  B»tea,  treaanror;  Tbomaa  Bourne,  John  Pratt, 
Levi  Tower,  Jr^  MloatmoBj  Ohp t,  Lori  Towar,  lapfmanU 
ativa. 

1817.— Blteha  Doane,  modenitorj  Samnal  Batai^  town  atM'kj  . 

Samuel  Baled,  treasurer;  Thomaa Boono^  John  Piatl^Lavl 
Tower,  Jr.,  selectmen. 
IStS.—Thanaa  Bontaa,  modontor  j  Samnal  Balae,  town  olark ; 

Samuel  Bates,  treasurer;  Thomaa  Bonroa^  John  Pratt, Lort 

Tower,  Jr.,  scloclmen. 

1819.  — Lather  Stephenson,  modarator}  Samnal  Baton,  torn 

clerk ;  Samuel  Bates,  treasurer :  Thonwa  Bonitta^  John 
*  Pratt,  Lori  Tower,  Jr.,  seleolmen. 

1820.  — James  C.  Doane,  moderator:  Thomas  Bourne,  tom 
eierk;  Samuel  Bates,  treasurer;  Peter  Lothrop,  Tbomaa 
Bonrna^  Lori  Tower,  Jr.,  s eleetmeo ;  Ror.  Jaaob  Flint, 
rpjiriaentative. 

1821.  — James  C.  Doane,  uoderatorj  Tbomae  Bourne,  town 
elork;  Samuel  Bataa,  treaanrer;  Samnol  Bataa,  Thomaa 

Bourne,  Aaron  Pmtt,  selectmen. 

1822.  — William  Whittington,  moderator;  Thomas  Bourne,  town 
dark;  Samnol  Batai^  tnaanror;  Thomaa  Bovmo,  Samnol 

Batos,  Aaron  Pratt,  sekv  tm.-n. 

1823.  — Nicholas  Tower,  uiuiiemior ;  Thomas  Bourne,  town 
clerk  ;  Hcnrjr  J.  Turner,  trcasnrar;  ThonUHl  BontM,  Bnm- 
uel  Bates,  Aaron  Pratt,  teleotmon, 

— Samuel  Whitcomb,  moderator;  Thomei  Bourne,  town 
clerk;  Ucnry  J.  Turner,  treaturor,-  Th  'iiui-  ^""m%  flam 
nel  Bataa,  Aaron  Pratt,  aoleotraenj  James  C.  Doaaa^  cap. 
raaontatlTe. 

1825.-  I,«it!i.  r  i^t,'!  In  ii>  11,  inii.I.  riitnr  ;  Thomas  Bnnrne,  town 
clerk;  Samuel  Bates,  treasurer;  Tbomae  Bourne,  Samuel 
Batoa.  Aaron  Pratt,  eelcotmon. 

182C. — Jamci<  C.  Donne,  moderator;  Thotiuis  T^mmiv.  t..»n 
clerk;  ,*>amuel  Bates,  treasurer;  Thoma*  Bourne,  llcnr^ 
J.  Tumor,  Jamea  C.  Doane,  selectmen. 

1827.  — Caleb  Nichols,  mmlerator:  Tbouias  Bourne,  town  el«  rk  ; 
Caleb  Lothrop,  treasurer;  Thomas  Bourne,  Ueury  J.  Tur- 
ner, Samnol  Bataa,  aelcotmaa;  JammC*  Doana^  rapicaant- 
atira. 

1828.  — Caleb  Niehola,  moderator;  Tbomaa  Bonmo,  town  clerk; 
8amuel  Bates,  treasurer;  Jamea  C«  Doase^  Nioboh  Tawwv 
Martin  Lincoln,  selectmen. 

I6IV. — Honrjr  J.  Tamer,  moderator:  Thomaa  Bourne,  town 

clerk;  S:\niurl  r.ito.".  tri-:i^uri.T;  .Triiin,^  i '.  Duiun',  Xiebols 
Tower,  Martin  Lincoln,  tetectmeo  ;  Hcnr^-  J.  Turner,  rep> 
icaentalWo. 

18.10. — .Tnmes  C  !>oBUe,  modemtnr;  T!inmas  lintirne,  town 
clerk;  tiiiuiucl  Bates,  treasurer;  James  C,  Doane,  Niebols 
Tower,  Martin  Lineoln,  soloetman;  Jamaa  C.  Doaao^  tap. 
reaontatiira. 

— James  C.  Doane,  moderator;  Thomas  Bonrn^  town 
clerk;  Caleb  Lothrup.  ircasurer;  Thomas  Bourns^  Jamaa 
C.  Doane,  Caleb  Nichols,  aelectmen;  Niobola  Xowar,  rap-  . 
resentativo. 

1  s'.','.- -.r  lines  C.  Doane,  iii'"irr:itor;  Thomas  Bourne,  town 
clerk ;  Caleb  Lothrup,  treasurer ;  Thomaa  Bourne,  Jamea 
0.  Doane,  Caleb  Niobola,  aolootmon ;  Tbomaa  Bonrae,  rep. 
resenlativo. 

1833. — Jamc«  C.  Doane,  moderator;  Thomas  Bourne,  town 
clerk ;  Caleb  Lothrop,  tvaaanrar;  Tbomaa  Boniaa^  Oalah 
Nkhots  c.^icb  Lothrop,  aatootmen  j  Thmnna  Btam^  rap- 

reseutstive. 
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1854-36. — Cjileb  Xiobols,  moderator;  Thomax  Bourne,  town 
olerk :  Caloh  Lotlirop,  treaaurer;  Tbotnai)  notirno,  Cftlob 
KicliE>]«,  Caleb  Lothrop,  nlMtuenj  Thomaa  Bourn*,  i«p« 
rctentotive. 

1B87. — .Fumed  C.  Duane,  moilerator:  Henry  J.  Turoer,  town 
elsrk;  Paal  Pialt,  tmaum;  ThonM  Boani«,  Martin 
Unonln,  Lnbnn  Aoatber,  Mleotnicn ;  ThoniM  Bcmmf ,  rep* 

rpsentativo. 

18SS. — Caleb  NichoI»,  moderator;  Ueurjr  J.  Turner,  town 
«I»rk;  Pknl  Pratt,  tnanrar;  ThoDW  fioaine,  Hnrtio 
Lincoln,  I^bnn  6aath*r,  itfMtnMn;  O«org*  W.  Collier, 

rapretentative. 

1830-40.— JamM  C.  Ooaaa,  modafator;  Calab  Nieholi,  town 

cliM-k  ;  Vniil  Pratt,  treasurer:  Thomas  Bourne,  Martin 
Liiiculu,  Laban  .Souther,  selectmen  :  NiohoU  Tower,  reprc- 
sentatiTe. 

lS41.->Martin  LiiMotoj  moderator ;  Oi.leb  jf  iebeb,  town  clerk  ; 
Joatali  O.  Lawniieo^  tnuarer;  TfaoBM  Boame^  Xartta 
Lincoln,  Solomon  J.  Beel,  Mleetmen ;  Htrtlit  LtnoBlD,np- 
reoctttatire. 

1S4X.— WflKan  B.  Ooane,  moderator:  Caleb  Nlebolf,  town 

clerk  ;  l.eri  N.  Batcn,  tn'.T.Mii.  r :  Tli'itiiii?  Bourne,  Martin 
Linoola,  Solomon  J.  Beal,  8clc«tiu«n ;  Martin  Linoolo,  rep- 
nwntatlve. 

184.1— H.  —  Wniiam  K.  Doanc,  moderator;  Onlcd  Virh' 1*.  r,.wn 
clerk;  Levi  X.  Bates,  treacurer;  Thoma.<i  lionrne,  Martin 
Llaooln,  Sniomea  J.  Bent,«eleetm*n;  Jeeiab  O-Lawrenoe, 

reprCMUtativc. 

1845. — Jamex  C.  Doane,  uioJcrntor;  Caleb  Nichols,  town  elerk  ; 
Levi  N.  Bntef,  treasurer :  Thi.tiiu^  Hnurne,  Martin  Lin- 
cola, Salomon  J.  Baal,  selectmen;  Jauei  C.  Doane^  r«p> 
reeentatiTe. 

1846-47.  -  M.I r tin  Lincoln,  moderator;  Edwiii  I  Tnwir,  (own 
clerk;  Levi  N.  Bate*,  traaturer;  Martin  Lincoln,  Solo- 
mon J.  Beni,  Abrabam  H.  Tower,  wleetmea ;  SolomoD  J. 
Besv!,  ri.pr.  <ientative. 

1848. — Henry  J.  Turner,  moderator;  Nowcomb  Bates,  Jr., 
towa  dork;  Levi  K. Batea,  traaanrer;  Abialiam  B. Tower, 
Jonathan  B.  Batee,  Lot  Batci^  aeleetaea;  Oeaqsa  Beat, 
repretientntire. 

1849i— Ilenry  J.  Turner,  moderator;  Xawcomb  Bulej,  Jr., 
town  clerk  ;  Leri  N.  Bate«,  treasurer;  Jonathan  R.  Hatea, 
Lot  Bates,  Newoomb  Bate!>,  Jr.,  selectmen  ;  Geurge  Beal, 
repre.«cntative. 

1880.— Ueniy  J.  Turner,  moderator;  Kewcomb  Batea,  Jr., 
Iowa  elerk;  Levi  N.  Batea,  traaaiirar}  Jwatbaa  B.  Batca, 
Charles  Pratt,  Nuwcoinb  ButM,  Jr.,  aalactman ;  TboBaa 
Stoddard,  repreeentative. 

1861. — Henry  J.  Tnmer,  nMderator;  Kewoomb  Batea,  Jr., 
town  clerk  ;  L'-vi  \.  Batv-i,  tnii'uror  ;  Jonathan  B.  ItatcH, 
Cbarlaa  Pratt,  Tboma*  Stoddard,  aelcctmen ;  Thumaa 
Stoddard,  repraaentadTe, 

1852, — Martin  Lincoln,  moderator;  Xcwcomb  Hate",  Jr.,  town 
clerk;  Levi  X.  Batef,  treasurer;  Martin  Lincoln,  Laban 
Soatber,  Gbarlea  Pratt,  aaleetmeai  Thouaa  BtoMard,  lap. 
redentntire. 

1863.— Martin  Lincoln,  moderator ;  Edward  Tower,  town  eterfc  ; 
Levi  N.  BntC8,  treasurer;  Martin  Lincoln,  Labun  Mouther, 
Cbarlaa  Pratt,  aelactmeu ;  Jonathan  B.  Batea,  reprecen. 
tottre. 

1854. — Martin  Lincoln,  nio<ierat':'r  ;  FiJwnr.l  Tiirt  r.  tuvn  tIitI;  : 
Lerl  N.  Bates,  treaaarer ;  Edward  Tower,  Thomaa  Bates, 
J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrap,  aaleetmen;  Bdwsrd  Tower,  lepraaen- 
Utlve. 

1886. — Edward  Tower,  moderator;  James  Hall,  town  olerk; 
Bdwaid  Tower,  tnaaaror;  Bdward  Tower,  TbooMa  Batoi^ 


J.  Q.  A.  Ix>throp,  selectmen;  George  Bc»l,  Jr.,  re^.r«reB- 
tative. 

1SS8. — Bdward  Tower,  moderator;  James  Hall,  t^iwn  clerk; 
Zenaa  Stoddard,  treasurer;  Leri  N. Bales,  Caleb  Be*l,Jt, 
Zenas  Stoddard,  aeloatatoa ;  J.  Q.  A.  Lotbfop^  lapfeiaBla- 
tive.  • 

1857.  — Bdward  Tower,  moderator ;  TTeweomb  Batea,  Jr.,  tows 
clerk;  7.en^$  Stod>!iiri.  t  r>  .I'^un  r  ;  lvin.ir>l  Turi  r. /•  n  i.' 
•Stoddard,  Celeb  Beal,  Jr.,  selectmen ;  Deorge  M.  Allen,  d 
9oitmte,  repreaeatatire. 

1858.  — Edward  Tower,  mndorator ;  Newoomb  B  ifi",  .Tr  .  t-wa 
clerk:  Nicbuls  Tower  (24),  treasurer ;  Edwanl  T<>wer,  J. 
Q.  A.  Lothrop,  Ocotge  Baal,  Jr.,  aaleatmeB  $  Joha  Bata* 
bam.  representative. 

— .Solomon  .1.  Bcal,  moderator;  Neweomb  Bateo,  Jr., 
town  clerk;  Edwanl  Tower,  trouinrer :  J.  Q.  A.  Lothrtf^ 
Jobn  Wiltoo,  Jr.»  Solomon  J.  Baal,  aeleetaea;  Oeeig* 
Beal,  repreeantatire. 

1860.  — .Solomon  J.  Boat,  moderator ;  Nowcomb  Bate«.  Jr^ 
town  olerk  {  Abraham  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  traaanrer;  JaaMaC 
I>aane.  feaae  Halt,  Silaa  Batea,  seleotmea  ;  Loriaf  Betas, 

r<-|iri'>i  nt;iti\  <■. 

1861.  — Solomon  J.  Beul,  moderator;  Neweomb  Bates,  Jr,, 
town  olerk ;  Abraham  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  treaaarar ;  J.  Q.  A. 
liOthrop,  Solomon  J.  Ileal.  David  Beal,  aetaotOMB ;  Oaoff* 
C.  Leo,  of  .Scituatc,  representative. 

1862. — Solomon  J,  Beal,  moderator;  Newoomb  Batea,  Jr., 
tuwn  clerk  ;  Abmham  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  treasurer;  J.  Q.  A. 
L<ithrop,  Solomon  J.  Beal,  Fordjrro  Pouter,  selectutn: 
Kcv.  .loaepb  Osgood,  representative. 

1883.  — If  arlin  Linooln,  moderator ;  Neweomb  Batea,  Jr.,  tan 
olerk :  Abvabam  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  traamrer ;  Mattia  Llttcela, 
rii  wl. .  Pratt.  Exra  Brown,  aatoataoB)  Abel  Ejlfaater,  at 
Scituate,  representative. 

1884.  -^.  Q.  A.  Lotbrop,  medenitor;  Neweomb  Batee.  Jr, 
town  clerk:  Andrew  J.  Souther,  ir«-ii*urir :  .1.  Vj.  .t. 
Lothrop,  Solomon  J.  Bcal,  Earn  Brown,  «>electmea( 
Bphralm  Saow,  repreaeotative. 

186S. — .?.  <;  A.  I.ofhrop,  mn  ji-rator  ;  .Andrew  J.  P.  nther,  town 
clerk;  AuJjcw  J.  Souther,  treasurer;  J.  y.  A.  Lothrop, 
Solomon  J.  Beala^  Zoo^eua  Rich,  aalaelmaB;  BDIIafa  Mar. 
ritt,  of  Sdtualo^  tepreeentalive. 

1886.  — J.  Q.  A.  Lothnip,  moderator;  Edward  Tower,  Iowa 
clerk;  Calvin  Merriam,  treasurer;  J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop,  Sol- 
omon J.  Beal,  Zacobena  Rich,  seleotmea ;  J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop, 
repreaanlatlve, 

1887.  — .1,  (J.  A.  r.dtiirnj'.  iiii>derator;  Edward  Tower,  town 
clerk;  Abraham  U. Tower,  Jr.,  traaanrer;  J. Q. A. Lotbtop^ 
Solomon  J.  Beal,  Zaeehena  RIeb,  aaleotaoa ;  Jobs  Maaaoa, 
of  !*«ituato,  rr|.rcsi<  nt  itlvp. 

1885.  — J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop,  moderator;  Edward  Tower,  town 
elerk ;  Abraham  H.Toivor,  Jr.,  treaanrer ;  J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrep, 
ZacchcuK  Uich,  Martia  Liaoola,  aetaotmasi ;  Loriaf  Balaam 
repreecn  tative. 

1869.  — J.  Q.  A.  lothrop,  moderator;  BdWard  Tower,  towa 
clerk ;  Abraham  H.  Tower,  Jr., traaanrer ;  J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrap^ 
Zaeehena  Rich.  Martin  Liaootn,  nelectroen;  Andrew  J. 
Waterman,  of  Scituate,  rapnaontative. 

1870.  — J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop^  moderator;  Edward  Tower,  towa 
olerk ;  Abmham  H.  Towar,  Jr.,  traaaaier ;  J.  A.  Laduepi 
M:irtiti  LiiK'Miii.  T.utiit  H, Uaoola,MleatniaB;  Haitfa Ua* 
coin,  representative. 

1871. — J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrap,  modarator;  Bdward  Tower,  towa 
cli  rV  :  Abraham  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  trc:iMirer ;  J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop, 
Martin  Lincoln,  Louis  N.  Lincoln,  selectmen;  Moaea  B. 
Oalemaa,  of  Soltaate,  npreMotallva. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CO  H  ASSET. 


229 


t 


IB71.— J.  Q.  A.  Lothnp,  moderator;  Edwsrd  Tow«r,  town 

cli-rk  :  AbraljLua  II.  Tnwvr.  .Tr..  li  ■■njunT  ;  J,  A.  I.'.llirop, 
Loui«  N.  Lincoln,  A'Ina  Dales,  ."clef-tinen  ;  Jorhus  W.  Iiiiv  ig, 
npnaratalira. 

1S73.---T.  Q  A.  I.'"ithrnp,  ino<lernt"r :  \.-wn-,Tnb  H.  TovtPT,  town 
eltrlk  ;  Abtiilmm  H.Towi'r,  Jr.,  trousuror;  MartiD  Liocoio, 
LoaiK  X.  Linoola,  Adm  Bates  wiMtmn:  Jams  L.  N«r- 
ritt,  of  Suituatc,  r«tire«ciitativi<. 

\K4^—J.  Q.  A.  liOthrop,  moderatftr;  NewwHnb  B.  Tower,  town 
«l«rk ;  Abmbain  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  treasurer ;  LooU  N.  Kin- 
Mln,  AdM  B«t«i,  Pbiiandar  Balei,  atleetmen;  Qtotgt 
Baal,  reprewntatiTV. 

1575.  — J.  Q.  A.  I,<.liin>|.,  ih.  IiTiili.r :  \u»  .ir:,h  B.  Towor,  town 
oivrk;  Abrabara  II.  Tuwer,  Jr.,  treasurer;  J.  Q.  A.  Lo- 
throf,  LoablT.  LIbmIb,  Phffamder  ftitei  ,ietMtai«i ;  Oeorge 

W.  Merritt,  of      il  uitc,  i  <  prcaenlnti  ve. 

1576.  — J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrop,  moderator;  Newoomb  B.  Tower,  town 
al«rk ;  AbnhwM  H.  T*«w,  Jr^  traunrar;  J.  Q.  A.  Lo- 
tbrop, LouU  X.  T.'nfotn,  FhilMdw  Bstcf^  MleelMMH;  Dan- 
iel J.  Balec,  r»  jiri  'i-nhitive. 

I9n. — .T.  Q.  A.  Lothr.  I .  luodtistor;  NaWMnb  B.  Tower,  town 
clerk ;  Abrabam  11.  Tuwar,  Jr.,  tnMvnr;  J.  Q.  A.  Lo- 
th rop,  LottU  N.  Lineoln,  PhUandtr  BatM,  Ml«etm«n; 
Amnii  W.  Merritt,  of  Seituate,  repretentivtivp. 

1878. — J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrop,  mudwalori  NowMmb  B.  Towtr,  town 
d«rk :  AbimhnlB  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  treamrer;  J.  Q.  A.  Lo- 
tljMip,  {>bllandrr  BaU'«,  C;ilob  1'  Nit-lii.N,  >rl..otni.  n  j 
Willium  C.  Litcbfieid,  of  S«utb  Sciluate.  rcprcgoDtative. 

Un.'— J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrop,  modwatort  Nnroomb  B.  Tower,  town 
elcrk  ;  Aljr.ihutii  II.  Tinvtr,  Jr.,  treiuurcr;  .T.  Q,  A.  Lo- 
tbrop, Philnnder  liate»,  Caleb  P.  Nicbola,  scloctmen; 
Pbllandcr  Batee,  raprMtntaliva. 

U80. — .T.  Q.  A.  Lotbrop,  moderator;  Xeweomb  B.  Tower,  town 
rli-rk  ;  .Abraham  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  trea*orer;  J,  Q,  A.  Lo- 
tbrop, Philander  Bate«,  Caleb  F.  Nioboli,  MlMlOMn; 
Tbomaa  F.  Bniloy,  of  Scitoatc,  raprmntitiTt, 

llllw— J.  Q.  A.  Lotbrop,  moderator ;  Haweomb  B.  Tower,  town 
clerk;  Abrahnui  H,  Tower,  Jr.,  treasurer j  J.  Q.  A.  Lo- 
tbrop, Phiiaadar  Batee,  Caleb  F.  NieboU,  Mleotmeo;  Al> 
pbena  Tboinae,  of  Snnlk  Bettuate,  repreMntallTe. 

1BS2. — J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop,  moderator;  N'pwcomb  D.  Tower,  town 
olerk;  Abrabaiu  II.  Tower,  Jr.,  Iraasttrer;  J.  Q»  A.  lo- 
tbrop, Pbibnder  Batee,  Caleb  F.  NIebob,  aeleetmen ;  Looia 

T.  CuillillS,  r<'|ir(.-!'cllf,ltivc, 

IS83.— J.  Q.  A.  Lothrop,  moderator;  Newcomb  B.  Tower,  town 
elerk:  Abnbaa  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  treai<urer;  J.  Q,  A.  Lo- 
throp, Philander  Bates,  Caleb  F.  Nicbole,  aelaotBeDj 
Ch.irles  E.  Brown,  of  Hcituate,  reprosientativt-. 

The  followiut;  in  a  tuuKler-roH  of  Capt.  Job  Cush- 
ing's  oompany,  in  the  Thirtj-&ixth  Regiment  of 
Vook  Ibfaotiy,  ContiD«ntal  Amyt  eDcamped  in  Fort 
No.  2,  Oct.  6,  m&: 

.ToVj  Pu'hing,  capt.,  engaged  Miny  IPth. 
Malh.  XicboU,  l«t  lieut.,  eDgii^i;vti  May  Itith. 
Jaeiab  Oakei,  2d  lienl, engaged  May  16th. 
Elcater  James,  i>ergt.,  engaged  May  18th. 
Gideon  Howard,  ser^t.,  engni^etl  June  li^t. 
lutac  Burr,  Rergt.,  engaged  .May  16th. 
Pttar  Hiobolf,  iergt.,  engaged  May  Kith. 
Abrabam  Tower,  corp.,  engngod  May  221. 
Adna  Batet,  corp.,  engaged  May  22d. 
Jaoaa  Bate*,  oorp.,  engaged  Majr  22d. 
BdaHMali^aorpi.,  mtgt^  Hay  SSd. 
Leri  Tmrecj  drttatniar,  tnfaged  May  IStb. 


Viliiaia  Sloddani,  tfw,  angaged  Maj  17tb. 

Bli«ba  Bittei,  engaged  May  22d. 
JoaalhaD  Batet,  engaged  Maj'  22d. 
Jeeiab  Batee,  engaged  May  SSd. 

Zealous  Balc«,  ctigit^oi  May  16tb. 
Kphraim  Battle?,  engaged  May  16tb. 
Jurcd  Battles,  engaged  .May  IGtb. 
Joebua  Beal,  engaged  June  Ist, 
Sara*!  Beat,  cngaj;ed  Mi«y  2.td. 
Amo«  lirown,  engaged  May  16th. 
Calvin  Caabing,  engaged  Majr  23d. 
I       Obad  Dnnbar,  engaged  May  23d^ 

(Ii  .  i,;!  iriiiiij  hrcy,  engaged  May  I4dl« 
Benj.  Jacobs,  engaged  Majr  16tb. 
I       Jaied  Joy,  engaged  Kajr  16tb. 

McT/.  r  .T  >y,  riigjiged  Mny  L'fitli. 
i        John  Kilby,  engaged  May  I6tb. 
j       ftiebard  Kilbjr,  engaged  Maj  16tb. 
'         .Trihn  Kilby,  Jr..  engaged  May  Ifitb. 
I        tJiileti  Lincoln,  engaged  May  16th. 

Jerome  Lincoln,  engaged  May  16th. 
I        Cbarlei  Luneand,  engaged  May  17tb, 
Joseph  Kcal,  engaged  May  25tb. 
Caleb  Xichol.^,  engaged  M»y  1 6th. 
I        Daniel  Niefaola,  engaged  June  lit. 
i        Kbeneeer  Oroati,  engaged  May  I7tb. 
Ephraiiii  ni.  uti,  ■  iiL';vg'?d  May  16tb. 
Lake  Oroutt,  engaged  May  27tb. 
Hangb  Oakee,  engaged  Uay  16tb. 

Joshua  Oak'",  pngni^pd  May  Ifith. 
gauttol  Oakea,  engaged  May  16lh. 
Caleb  Ptatt,  engaged  May  IStb. 
Oliver  Prichard,  engage<l  May  18th. 
Riehard  Prichard,  eagauoJ  May  Ifitb. 
Elitba  .'^lephineOD, engaged  Juno  Ist. 
Lake  Stephen«on.  engaged  Majr  Idth, 
Joaepb  Sutton,  engugod  May  25tb. 
Joseph  Sonlher.  i-ngaged  May  24th. 
Jamee  Stoddard,  engaged  May  17tb. 
Beqjamln  Stnteon,  engaged  May  SSd. 
BeuU-n  Tli  'tn.  ,  ii;;aged  May  Irtth. 
Jeaae  Tower,  engaged  May  24th. 
laaao  Tower,  engaged  May  ICtb. 
.r.iiiM-  \V,.ni.'k.  rn-n;;pd  M:iy  23d. 
John  Whitoom,  engiigeil  .May  2;{d. 
Garebbai  Wheelwrigbtt  angagod  .May  tOth. 
BeiOsBiii  Woodward,  engaged  Hay  Idtb, 

WftT  tf  flw  BebeUion.— Cobawet  mpondod 
promptly  to  the  call  for  mea  andmonfly  to  put  down 
the  Rebellion,  and  in  loss  tban  two  weeks  from  the 
opening  gun  at  SnmltT,  May  a"  niHss  meeting" 
of  her  citizen^,  wha  held.  At  tliis  meeting  it  W*» 
voted  tbat  the  pay  ment  of  ten  end  ifteen  dollars  per 
month  to  each  volunteer  bo  limited  to  luc  montha, 
and  the  trcaiiurer  wiw  ordered  to  borrow  money  topny 
Statii  ;iid  to  soldiers'  families. 

July  21st  the  town  voted  a  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dolhia  (for  twenty  days).    August  12tb  UwM  Totod 
to  oottUnne  It,  end  Ati^nit  2lBt  a  bounty  of  one  bno- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  wa^  voted. 
In  1864  one  tbooaand  dollars  was  voted  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


230 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ptTvent  of  Stote  «4  daring  that  jmr  to  aoldiei»* 
ftniliaiw 

The  town  furaishtd  one  hundred  lud  iiiii«tj  tnea, 

threo  of  whom  were  commissioned  officers,  and  ex- 
pended, exclusive  of  State  aid,  $1T,4U1.B7.  Money 
expended  for  State  aid  to  aoldiets*  familiee  wia  is  fol- 
biri:  in  1861,  $103.64;  1862,  $2443.86;  1863, 
$4718.74;  18G4,  $5626.50;  1865,  $3000;  mak- 
ing a  total  of  *ir),92S  7  J. 

The  fielectmen  durtug  this  time  were  Jolm  Q.  A. 
Lotbrop,  1861-62,  and  1864-65  ;  Solomon  J.  Real, 
1861-62,  and  1864-65 ;  David  Beal,  1861 ;  Feidyoe  { 
Foster,  1862;  Manin  Lincoln,  1863  ;  Charles  Pratt, 
18C3  ;  Ezra  Brown,  1 863-61  ;  Zm  du  us  Rich,  IRnrj. 
The  town  clerk  was  Newcomb  Bate»,  and  the  town 
treasarer  waa  A.  H.  Tower,  Jr.,  in  1861-63,  and  , 
A.  J.  Sontber,  in  1864^5.  Po|ni]«lion  in  1861,  ! 
1953,  and  in  1865,  2048. 

Liak  of  vduDteen  vfao  bare  entered  the  United 
Slates  fl^ice  lince  May,  1861 : 

Arnold!,  D;in;«l  P.,  ."iSth  RegU 
Arnuld,  George,  Kegt. 
AnMid,  Bdi»af4  K.,  SSth  KtgL 
Ain»lie.  Peter,  T  fs  \. 
Aintlif,  lloiirjr,  L.ij.N. 
BenI,  Samuel,  lit  Co.  II.  Art 
BmI,  lamn  &,  lit  Co.  U.  Art. 
BatM,  J  MUM  tt.,  Itt  Co.  H.  Art. 
Bute*.  Linooln,  U.S.N. 
BatM,  JoMpb  J.,  lit  Co.  B.  Art. 
Batw,  B«l«,  Sflth  Rogt. 

liuin.  .  Alb.rt  F.,  '.Mth  Rogt. 
Buurno,  Exikiel  P.,  I2th  R«gU 
Batw,  CyrM  H.,  4Hh  Regt. 
Pournf  ,  KliM  W.,  46th  Rout. 
BatcK,  Ciilcb  L.,  4J>ib  RegU 
Bataa,  John  P..  4th  Car.  Regt. 
Bcal,  Robert  Y.,  U.S.N. 
Barne:*,  John,  '.id  Co.  II.  Art. 
Barnvi-,  John  O.,  4th  Cuv.  Regt, 
Crane,  Frasklio  J.,  Ttfa  Regt. 
Carl,  William  B.,  4!->t  Regt. 
CouilarJ.  David  J.,  :  i  (  h.  H.  Art 
ClM-k.  Jobo,  3d  Co.  U .  Art. 
Oannw,  Mono,  29lh  Rogt. 

(•urV.<.  Al.in/n.  r.S.N. 
Doane,  J.  FoUer,  lat  Itcgt. 
Duotor,  Samuel  K.,  S4th  Regt. 

Davi.',  J.jseph  U.,  llth  M  n  =  l?,tt. 
D»Ti.H,  Chnrlcs  P.,  M  Co.  II.  Art. 
VlnsDiore,  John  H.,  Kngin'r  1T.8.N. 
Fieh,  Juii-ph  W.,  .isth  R«gt. 
Fuller,  Warren,  .T.M  Regt. 
Fi«h,  (Jeorge  A.,  'M  Co.  H.  Art. 
QroM,  Loaoder  W.,  Co.  U.  Art. 
(HblM,  Thomaa  0. 8.,  44th  R«gt. 
Gi       rii  .tli.  A  ,  4.'jth  Regt. 
Jlenrj,  llarrisun.24tb  Regt. 
Bmjim,  ThmM  O.,  38t1i  Rogt. 
Bajdui,  Jobn  0.,  lot  Co.  H.  Art. 


Hardwieb,  Homy  C,  lot  Go.  H.  AH. 

Haikoll.  Alfr.  d,  :id  Co.  11.  Art. 
Harris,  Win.  P.,  Jr.,  .3d  Co.  U.  Art. 
fiajrden,  Solomon  J.,  Co.  D,  H.  Alt. 
Kane,  Thoma',  MCo.  H.  Art. 
Linspy,  .\lcxandor,  IT.S.X, 
Litchtield,  GiHir^e  A.,  Tld  RegU 
Lincoln,  6t«ph«n  P.»  IJ.S.N. 
Llnoftlo,  Daniel  B.,  V.S.V. 
Leithciid,  Ueorf(c  F.,  HHh  Rogt. 
Lincoln,  Stephen,  4^th  Regt. 
Lineotn,  Riebard  H.,  4Mb  R«gt. 
Lincpln.  Airrcl  W.,  f.S  N. 
Litchfield,  Joaeph  W.,  U.S. If. 
Moray,  Qoorgo  T.,  let  Co.  H.  ArU 
M.^rer.  Oliv.  r  I,.,  IM  fVt.  H.  Art. 
Manuul,  Jotai  L.,  I'l  Co.  ti.  Art. 
Minot,  Leonard  W.,  ISth  Hegt. 
Morse,  William  U.,     Co.  H.  Art. 
Minot,  Levi  L.,  8d  Co.  II.  Art. 
Murphy,  Thoma«,  Co.  U,  II.  Art. 
Munnioa,  Jo««ph  F.,  Co.  J>,  U.  Art. 
Nott,  Dawee.  1?tb  Regt. 
Newcomb,  W;irn  n.  Co.  D,  H.  Art. 
Orrott,  John,  3utb  Eegt. 
Oakot.  B.  Frankltn,  S4tb  Rogt. 
Pljinuiv,  If'uJK-.  '''til  Itcgt. 
Pratt,  Charles  A.,  Ht  Co.  U.  Art. 
PfBtt,  Charloa  B.,  U.  8. 8app«n  and 
Prntt,  NichoU,  X'.S.X. 
Poole,  Am<i«  L.,  2Gth  Regt. 
Pelby,  Forrester  A.,  I»t  Regt. 
Prooty,  Oeorgo  B.,  itd  Ragt. 
Palmer,  Alonso  L.,  2d  Co.  H.  Art 
Pratt,  William  H.,  45th  Regt. 
Pratt,  UuaUTua  P.,  aast.  larg.  19tb  Rogt 
Fowora,  Rrory,  tr.8.N. 
Ri].:.  )  ,  Martin  T.,  T\<-^i. 
lUcbarda,  John  J.,  lit  Co.  II.  Art. 
Rsadnll,  WilliMn,  44tii  Rogt 
Remington,  Wm.  U.,  3<l  Co.  H.  Art. 
Roonoy,  Jauic!<,  Jr.,  4lh  Car.  R^U 
Siinpiion,  Oliver  E.,  I.^t  Rogt 
Stoddard,  Zenith,  Jr.,  U.  S.  .Suppers  and  MiuMi. 
Smith,  William  L..  2d  Regt.  D.  C.  Quardt. 
Shaw,  Robert  li.,  »2d  Regt. 
Spooiier.  George,  let  Co.  H.  Art 
Pppsr,  Thomas  P..  U5.K. 
Sweeney ,  Ji»rocs  M.,  4ilh  Regt. 
Sowall,  tieorgo  W.,  47tb  Regt 
Sbayi,  Jamee.  90th  Ragt 

Stil  t:.  V,  An  Irow  J.,  6th  Regt 
Treat,  John  A.,  14tb  Regt 
Traat  Sylranu  F.,  14tb  Ragt 
Til  !,  ti,  nUoi,  r.  IV,      rn.  II.  Art 
Tuvn.-t.  .Int.n  W,,  1st  Cu.  H.  Art 
Tower,  Franci.'<  H.,  1st  Co.  H.  Alt 
Towie,  Joseph  M.,  .It?  i  Ilr^t. 
Tbajrer.  Willinro  P.,  l(.,^t. 
Tower,  (it»o.  B.  N.,  Engin'r  U.S.N. 
Tbajror,  Anselu,  32d  Hegt 
Tower,  Thomas,  2d  Co.  H.  Art. 
Tower,  Levi  C,  2d  Co.  H.  Art. 
Tildon,  Kustice  W.,  2d  Co.  U.  Art 
Tower,  laaae  H.,  2d  Ce.  H.  Art 
Thajor.  Willie  F.,  4tb  Cttv.  Regt 
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WiOiitoB,  Thonuu,  SStk  R^t. 

Whittin-t.)!!,  Hinun,  t'.S.X. 

W«ii»,  Charlu  ¥.,  Ut  Regt. 

WilNiMit,  Attdi«w  W.,  V.  8. 8«ppen  miA  Miaan. 

Wnirutt,  Plbridftc  U.  8.  Sapper?  ud  MImi*. 
Wbitticr,  Oharle*.  I;t  Co.  II.  Art. 
WbiUier,  Williftm,  lit  Co.  H.  Art. 
Whittier,  Loavct,  39th  Kegt. 
Willcatt,  Lyman  D.,  4jth  Uegt. 
We»t,  Cb«rlc»  H.,  29th  R^fft. 
Whaelvright,  Lcwii  U,  On.  D,  U.  Art. 


CHAPTER  XXI 

COHASSET— ( CoHtiH»ed), 
KOCLUIAgnOAL  AKD  KOOCAmirAk 


KV  BET.  JOaSrM  CNNIOOO. 


I>imi««r  HIMatj— Pint  Rtftnmoe  to  OohuMt  in  Bingham 
Keeordf — Varioax  Votes  conocrning  the  Town — Divisiona  of 
the  Moadow  Lftndt  with  the  Propriatora  at  ConihMasi — The 
Pint  NMtfnf-RovM— Rttbtaqiieat  Statory— Mclbodlit  Sod- 

rly  In  \orth  r.ilia^sct — Sci-jml  r<iii;rcgiiti  j|i!\l  niurcOi  — The 

Bc«cbwood  Church — St.  Aottionjr'f  Church — EJucatioDAl  lo-  , 

Thb  «Mly  hirtorj  of  OobiHet  is  MMntSally  the  | 

hutorj  of  the  paiieh  or  precinct  which  wa?  septirnted 
from  the  town  of  HiDfiliatu.  solely  because  the  in- 
habitants were  too  iar  from  the  Hiiigham  meeting- 
house to  attend  religious  services  and  because  they 
tAi  the  need  of  ■  pleoe  of  worahtp  nearer  their  hoBiee.  j 

For  fifty-two  yeaie  from  Us  ocgenizutiou  as  a  pre-  ; 
cinct,  till  it  was  incnrporntcd  as  .i  district  iiitirelj 
separate  from  Uiiigham,  it  liuJ  only  the  luunuL'emcnt 
of  ite  ministerial  and  scluutl  aliair^  ;  while  all  its  other 
uterestB  were  ordered  by  the  towa  of  Hiogbam,  of  I 
whieh  it  formed  a  part.  | 

Cohasset  in  the  early  period  of  the  Ma^achusetts 
Colony  formed  part  of  Hingham.    The  name,  spelled 
Cooibaseet,  is  fouod  applied  to  the  locality  as  early  as 
1634,  00  Wood's  map  of  the  south  port  of  *^  New 
Boglaikd,  as  it  is  planted  this  year,  1634."   lo  the 
records  of  the  Colony  of  MassachitHctts  Bay,  under  [ 
dato  of  May  22,  1639,  is  the  following  entry:  "  For  ; 
that  it  appeareth  uuto  the  Court  that  our  people  of  j 
filaghsiQ  staade  io  great  Dead  of  hay,  it  ia  ordered, 
tbit  tbej  nay  make  use  of  ao  much  of  the  gronod 
oeare  Couihas-et  as  lye  on  thb  syde  the  lyver  wheie 
apon  the  bridge  is." 

1640,  May  13. — "  It  is  ordered,  that  saob  land 
meadow  at  Gonihaaset  as  shall  fitU  within  this 
jarisdiotioD  ahall  be  eoofbred  upon  Hingham,  and 


that  Mr.  Dnnean,  Mr.  Obver,  WiUi:  Beathe,  and 
Willi :  Fteite,  or  any  three  of  them,  shatl  have  power 

to  dispose  thereof  to  the  inhabitants  there,  according 
to  the  number  of  pnrwns  and  estates,  for  tho  mofi 
benefit  of  the  towne,  having  consideratiou  to  such 
qnantitiee  of  land  and  meadow  as  have  been  formerly 
aktted  to  the  said  inhabitants,  so  ss  snob  as  have  fiillen 
abort  in  Ibrmer  distributions  may  have  supply  by  this." 

The  fin^t  rpff^rence  to  Cohaf.'**'!  in  llu'  recordH  of  the  ^ 
town  of  Hingham  is  under  the  date  of  July  6,  1640, 
as  follows :  "  It  is  agreed  apon  by  a  joint  oonaent  that 
after  the  new  eomers  wbieh  come  short,  and  others  of 
the  old  planters,  aooommodadona  be  made  up  to  equal 
prnpf>rtions  accordiner  to  their  stock  nnd  nccCTsities, 
thut  the  remaining  part  of  Cooyhasset  nliall  be  divided 
according  to  men's  heads  andstoek,  25  pounds  in  Steele 
to  go  in  eqnal  proportion  to  a  head."  Nine  men  wen 
diosen  **  to  divide  Conihasset  by  equal  proportions." 
The  lantls  to  be  divided  were  probably  the  halt  mead- 
ows. The  division  does  not  seeui  to  li:ive  been  imme- 
diately effected,  for  in  February,  1647,  the  town  voted 
to  divide  "  the  meadow  lands  among  Uie  proprietors  at 
Conihamet."  These  lands  seem  to  have  been  arranged 
in  three  divisions,  and  to  have  bcvn  allotted  in  quan* 
tilics  varying  from  one-half  acre  to  six  acres.  These 
lands  comprised  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  acrea 
Feb.  28, 1647-48,  "Anthony  Eames,  Niohohw  Jacob, 
John  Otis,  and  John  Beals  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
hire  a  herdmiui  to  krcp  the  dry  cattle  at  Conylias.set." 
T!ie  final  division  of  the  land.H  embraced  iu  the  terri- 
tory of  Cuhar^et  was  not  made  till  1672.  Then  all 
the  nphmds  wero  divided  into  three  portions,  sailed 
the  first,  the  second,  and  the  third  divisions.  These 
divisions,  an  a  whole,  were  further  divided  into  seven 
hundred  .Mnuiller  portions, — narrow  Hirip*'  of  land, — 
which  were  assigned  by  lot  to  one  hundred  and  three 
proprietors,  residentB  of  Hingham,  or  h«in  of  estates 
there,  in  pre-arranged  proportions.  It  is  probable 
that  the  settlement  of  Cohasset  be}»n  about  this  time, 
ami  that  some  of  the  persons  to  whoiri  lot;?  were  as- 
signed took  up  their  residence  on  them,  and  began  to 
ent  down  the  forest  and  elear  lands  for  forms.  Others, 
doabtkm,  who  elioss  to  remain  in  the  town,  sold  their 
portions  to  tlie  new  inhabitants  of  Cohasset,  or  ex- 
chnntred  them  for  the  lands  which  thfw  new  settlers 
relinquished  ia  the  old  town.  Many  of  those  to  whom 
lands  had  been  assigned,  however,  oontinned  to  hold 
poasesaion  of  them  while  they  oontinned  to  reside  in 
Hingham. 

Hence,  we  have  the  record,  1713,  May  14,  "that 
the  proprietors  of  the  undivided  lauds  gave  their 
oonssnt  to  the  inhabHants  of  Oonohamet,  to  erect  a 
meeting'honse  on  that  land  eaUod  the  Rain." 
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No  record  has  been  found  of  the  building  of  ihe 
meetin-^-liousf; :  but  us  there  is  no  subsequent  n  rord 
of  the  building  of  the  huuiic,  aod  as  in  1714  iliiigiiuui 
WM  ttsked  io  ▼un  to  remtt  tbe  school  rad  ministerial  I 
taxes  to  this  portion  of  the  old  town,  the  meeting-  | 
hott8c  was  probably  built  in  17 1 '5.  The  house  was 
about  thirty-fi^o  feet  long  and  twenty  6  vo  fec-t 
wide,  ou  the  Plain,  a  little  tu  the  soutli  ot  the  prctieut 
^honse. 

In  1720  the  parish  voted  fifteen  ihilUngs  a  yeer  tor 

a  man  to  take  care  of  tlie  iueeting-hou!>e,  swoep  it 
twenty-six  times  a  year,  get  the  "  caccmpnts"  hUDg,  j 
fasteu  the  doors,  and  get  the  glum  mended.  ' 

The  second  and  present  meeting-house  was  b^nn  ■ 
in  1746  and  finished  in  1747.  It  covers  an  area  of  j 
sixty  by  forty-6vc  feet.  It  had  on  the  northerly  end  ] 
of  the  roof  ;i  belfry.  At  different  times  a  tower  and 
steeple  have  been  substituted  fur  the  belfrj,  a  purch 
has  been  added  on  the  «e«t  side,  and  changes  have  i 
heen  made  in  the  interior  to  adapt  it  to  modem  j 
needs.  j 

After  the  building  of  the  first  meeting-house.  !«nd 
probttblj  for  some  ^ears  beiore,  religiouii  iiervices  were  i 
held  occasionally.  The  intiahitanto  were  too  &r  from 
the  old  ueetiog'honse  in  Hingham  to  attend  service 
there  convenientlj,  o-]>fci;illy  us  the  nxuls  tlion  were 
very  rough,  crooked,  and  rocVj.  Consefjut ntly.  tliey 
were  very  desirous  to  have  a  minister  of  their  own  ^ 
and  religious  services  in  the  house  which  they  hud 
jttst  built 

In  1714-15,  March  7,  they  asked  the  town  "to 
consent  that  they  might  be  math'  a  precinct,  or  that  . 
they  might  l>e  allnwctl  Homethitig  out  of  the  town 
treasury  to  lieip  uiaiutain  the  worship  of  God,  or  that 
they  might  he  allotted  that  whieh  they  pay  to  main-  | 
tain  (he  worship  of  God  at  the  town/'  These  requeste 
wcrf  not  trninted. 

Ill  May  of  the  same  year  twenty-luur  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Cohasset  presented  to  the  General  Court 
a  petition  for  a  precinet.  The  town  opposed  the  pe- 
tition. 

In  July  of  the  same  year,  1715,  '•  the  town  voted  to 
remit  the  ministerial  taxes  of  the  inhabitants  on  con- 
dition that  they  procure  an  orthodox  minister  among 
themselves  and  aocept  the  settlement  oheerfully.  This 
the  citisens  of  Cohssset  voted  that  they  could  not  do 
cheerfully." 

In  September  following  the  town  voted  to  reim- 
burse to  the  inhabitants  of  Couobai^set,  or  to  those 
that  should  afterwards  inhabit  in  the  first  and  second 
divitiioasof  tbe  Gonohsaset  njdsnds  and  in  the  second 
part  of  the  third  division,  all  their  ministerial  and 
school  taxes  so  long  ss  they  should  maintaio  an  ortho- 


dox minister  amonir  themselves."  This  vote  was  not 

♦ 

acceptable  t»»  the  inhabitants  of  Cob.T-sct. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  171'»-lii,  the  town  voted 
to  remit  to  the  inhabitants  of  Conohssset  thdr  minis- 
terial snd  school  taxes  without  any  oonditionsi  This 
vote  was  not  satisfaetor}'. 

Finally,  af>f»r  further  petitions  to  tbe  General  Court,  I 
and  further  oppo.siiion  by  the  town,  on  Nov.  21, 
1717,  tn  aet  was  obtaioed  creating  a  second  parish 
in  Hingham,  which  act  was  •eoq|>ted  at  a  meeting  , 
held  July  14, 1718, » at  Cohasset,  oKom  Little  Hing-  I 
ham."  I 

Having  thus  secured  tbe  right  of  a  distiuct  corpo- 
rate exbtence,  the  ddaens  of  Coiiasset  at  onee  ad- 
dressed themselves  to  the  work  of  settling  a  minislsr. 

At  the  first  meeting  after  the  organization  of  the  | 
parish,  nr  precinct,  Aug.  11,  1718,  it  was  voted  to  | 
raise  twenty-five  pouudis,  "  in  sucli  mooey  as  paaseth 
from  man  to  man,**  for  the  support  of  the  ministiy ;  * 
and  at  a  meeting  on  the  16tb  day  of  the  next  Feb- 
ruary, it  was  voted  to  settle  a  ministw,  and  to  luss  j 
eighty  p<ni!ids  fi>r  his  support. 

In  the  spring  of  1719  a  fast  was  appointed,  in  or-  | 
dcr  to  give  a  minister  a  call.    Mr.  Pierpont  ma  then 
called,  and  in  the  spring  of  1721,  Mr.  Spear.  Both 
appear  to  have  declined.  . 

Mr.  Nehemiab  Hubari,  wlm  luid  been  employed  to  j 
preach  at  Cohasset  at  times  before,  "  preached  a  fast" 
there  July  13,  1721,  and  continued  to  preach  afke^  • 
wards  till  September  18th,  when  "  he  wasdicaen  by  a 
major  vote." 

A  cbun-li  was  fornird  on  the  llith  of  tlie  following 
December,  and  on  the  I'^ili  Mr.  Hoban  was  ordained 
as  pastor  uf  the  church  and  parish.  He  coDtinned 
in  his  office  till  his  death,  Hay  31, 1740,  at  the  sg9 
of  forty-three  years. 

He  was  born  in  the  First  Parish,  the  pon  of  David 
Hobart,  Ksq..  and  <:ratidsoii  of  Rev.  Pi  ter  liubitrt. 
He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of 
1714.  "  As  he  had  lived  beloved,  he  died  mneh  Is- 
mented  by  bis  people." 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hobart  the  parisli  liciinl 
candidate?  forniore  than  a  year.  They  Bnaliy  agreed 
to  settle  Mr.  John  Fowle,  and  ho  waa  ordained  Dec 

I  31, 1741,  and  wss  dismissed  in  the  fifth  year  of  his 

I  minbtry. 

Mr.  Fowle  was  born  in  Charlestown,  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  Colletzc  in  17r?'_*,  and  died  in  1764.  A  no- 
tice of  him  states  that  "  ho  was  allowed  by  all  good 
judges  to  b«  t  matt  of  oonmdenblo  genius  and  hsiid> 
some  aoqiuiremiwts ;  and  for  two  or  three  years  he  wss 
I  a  popular  preacher.  But  he  had  a  most  irritable,  aer- 
'  vous  temperament,  which  rendered  him  unequal  in  ^ 
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jMifbmsiiOQS,  and,  at  times,  quite  peevish  and  irregn*  '. 

After  the  close  of  Mr.  Fowlc's  ministry  the  parbh  \ 
'ii  ard  candidates.    In  NovL-niln-r,  17 IG,  tlicy  invited 
JuDathan  31&}'hew  to  become  their  minister.  This 
iaTitaiion  lie  dedioetl,  and  (ba  oext  jwar  be  mm  or-  , 
daiaed  m  pastor  of  the  West  Cbareb,  in  Boston.  H« 
wa«i  a  man  of  advanced  and  liberal  views,  opposed  to  ' 
Calvinism  in  tiu  ology.  and  to  tbe  British  polity  with 
regard  to  the  coiouies.  ^ 

He  was  an  ardent  patriot  at  tbe  due  of  tbe  Amer-  • 
iesn  Bevolutton,  and  was  tlie  first,  or  one  of  the  first  I 
Oongr^stional  ministers  in  Boston  who  openly 
preached  Unilariani«m.  At  tiu?  first  oount  il  called  to 
ordain  him  over  tbe  West  Church,  in  Boston,  only  | 
two  ebaiehaa  w«o  represented,  and  at  tbe  seoond  ; 
ooaneil  whidi  ordsined  blm,  when  Dr.  Gay,  of  Hing- , 
bam,  preaohed  tbesennon,  no  other  cburdi  wss  repre*  t 
Kuted 

At  length  John  Brown  was  called  to  the  pastorate 
of  the  Cohaaset  Church,  and  was  ordained  Sept.  2,  | 
1747,  before  the  new  meeting^onse  was  qnite  oom- 
plcted.  He  continued  as  minister  of  the  parish  till 
lii.-i  (lentil.  Oct.  22,  1701,  in  the  sixty-seventh yp.tr  of 
iit$  having  preached  until  the  last  Sabbath  of  his  | 
life.  I 

He  was  tlie  son  of  Bev.  John  Brown,  of  Haverhill,  '■ 
aod  wss  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  the  doas  of  j 
1741. 

Hev.  Mr.  Flint,  in  a  notice  of  him,  wrote :  "  The 
talents  of  Rev.  John  Brown  were  considerably  more  i 
tbaa  ordinary.   In  a  stately  person  be  possessed  a  | 
mind  whose  perceptions  wofL-  tui  k  and  clear.  He 
thought  fi'T   him<?elf,  and  when  lie  had  turmt'<i  his 
opinions,  he  uttered  theui  with  iearic!«.s  Irt  t'dom.  A 
warm  friend  to  the  interests  of  his  country,  he  scal- 
eody  advocated  its  civil  and  religions  freedom.    By  j 
appointment  of  govenimeat  he  served  one  campaign  | 
a?  cliaplaiti  to  n  colonial  regiment  in  N'nva  Scotiu,  and 
for  his  servier  u  trad  nf  land  (now  Livcriionl^  in  that 
province  was  granted  him  by  ihu  cruwu.    Tukiug  a  ^ 
Uvdy  krterest  in  the  Anraican  Revolntion,  he  en-  ; 
SBBISgad,  by  example  and  hy  preaching,  his  fellow-  I 
cstixen^  at  home  and  abruud  paticnti}'  to  in       those  : 
sstcndues  demanded  by  the  times,  predicting  at  the 
suue  time,  with  the  foresight  of  a  prophet,  the  pres- 
ent narivsled  prosperity  of  the  eotintry.**  | 

H(  {  reached  an  "  excellent"  sermon  to  a  company 
of  New  England  soldiers  under  the  wide-spreading 
ehn  in  Hingham,  and  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
UMtacre  at  Boston.  I 

After  the  destb  of  Mr.  ftown,  Mr.  Josiah  C.  Shaw  I 
*M  estploycd  as  the  first  eandidate,  and  was  orduned  ' 


as  pastor  of  the  parish  Oot.  3, 1792.  Hia  miniatry 
terminated  Jane  3,  t79B.   Mr.  Shaw  was  bom  in 

Marshfiold,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  the  obss 
of  1789,  and  died  in  1817,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  where 
he  occupied  an  honorable  business  position  after  leav- 
ing his  ministry  in  Cobasset. 

After  hearing  a  namber  of  candidates,  a  call,  withoat 
opposition,  was  given  to  Jacob  Vlin^  wbo  WSS  ordaioed 

.Ian.  10,  1798,  and  continued  an  pastnr  of  the  parish 
tor  about  thirty-seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Read- 
ing, Mass.,  in  1767,  gradaated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1794,  and  died  suddenly  at  Best  Marsbfteld,  after 
having  eonductt-d  the  morning  service,  Oct.  — ,  183.5. 

The  mf»mory  of  Mr.  Flint  wa.'^  loni:  tdierislieri.  and 
is  still  cherished  by  the  older  people  of  the  town 
with  profbnnd  respect  and  affeotion. 

He  was  a  man  of  greM  benevolence  of  feeling,  of  a 
sympathizing  heart,  and  of  a  cheerful  and  hopeful 
spirit.  He  had  a  well-trained  and  scholarly  mind, 
and  published  a  number  of  carefully-prepared  dis- 
ooarses.  His  two  disoourses  preached  on  the  com- 
pletion of  tbe  first  centnry  flrom  the  organisstion  of 
the  oborch  have  excited  mnob  antenst,  and  have 
been  reprinted.  ITi?  manner  of  delivery  in  the 
pulpit  was  fcaid  to  be  slow  and  monotonous.  He 
had  an  excellent  ear  and  voice  for  singing.  Hia 
brother,  Dr.  James  Hint,  of  Salem,  need  to  say  to 
him  that  "  he  ought  to  sing  bis  sermons,  and  not 

preatdi  tlu'in." 

During  his  ministry  those  changes  took  place  io 
the  pariah  which  were  going  on  in  almost  all  the  New 
Bnghtnd  parishes  at  about  the  same  time,  by  which 

the  old  cluu'clics  and  -urielics  WCTC  brolcctt  Vp  ioto  a 
nunihcr  of  ditlVrent  and  often  anta:roni?«tic  orf^nisia- 
tions.  Tiiese  changes  were  deeply  painful  to  him, 
and  saddened  the  latter  years  of  his  ministry. 

Mr.  Harrison  Oray  Otis  Pbipps  sueoeeded  Mr. 
Flint  as  minister  of  tlic  parish.  He  was  ordained 
Nov.  IS,  1835,  and  died,  while  pastor  of  the  parish, 
December,  1841 . 

Rev.  Mr.  Phipps  was  a  native  of  Quincy,  Mass.; 
wss  grsdnated  at  Harvard  College  in  18B2,  and  at 
the  Cambridge  Divinity  School  in  183.5. 

Mr.  Phipps  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  j^iin  t'rity, 
f  tr  lii.-<  ipiiet  devotion  to  hi?  work  in  liu'  ministry, 
and  for  the  promise  he  gave  of  future  uiiieluluess  in 
the  work  to  which  he  had  devoted  bis  life. 

Aner  the  death  of  Mr.  Phipps  the  pulpit  waS  snp< 
plied  by  various  ministers  till  the  following  summer, 
when  Joseph  Osgood  was  encraged  to  preach  four 
Sundays  after  tbe  completion  ot'  hia  studies  in  the 
Cambridge  Divinity  School. 

He  was  bom  in  Kensington,  N.  H ,  Sept.  23, 1615 ; 
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graduated  at  the  Cambridge  Divinitj  School, 
Friday,  July  1.",  1842,  first  twcupicd  the  pulpit  tin- 
ITtli  of  flu-  sariu^  inontl),  and  has  continMcd  as  min- 
ister of  the  putish  ever  .since,  more  than  furty-oue 
jwip,  hning  hem  ordained  Get.  26, 1812. 
Th»  Methodiit  Society  io  Nortb  GohesMt  was 

orf^nized  Dec.  17,  1817.  There  had  been  preaching 
therp  in  priratr  houses  once  in  two  or  once  iu  four 
weeliB.  Tlie  ptrsons  who  oonalituietl  this  society 
lived  partly  in  Ilinghem  Md  parti/  id  Coliaaset, 
tbeir  resideooee  being  moetly  od  tbe  two  sides  of  tbe 
road  which  separutes  the  two  towns.  A«  (hey  were 
about  three  miles  from  both  the  Hingham  and  Co- 
basset  meeting- bouses,  thej  found  it  iocouvenient  to 
ettend  tbeee  pltuies  of  wonbip,  end  many  bad  OMeed 
to  attend  religious  worsbip.  Their  first  meeting- 
house was  hiiilt  in  tho  spring  aiiJ  dfJicnted  in  June 
of  1825.  The  second  nnd  prison t  Iioumo  wnn  dedi- 
cated Sept.  3,  1845,  Father  E.  E.  Taylor,  who  had 
one  Beason  at  an  early  period  labored  among  tbem, 
preaebing  tbe  lennon  at  the  dedicatioD. 

In  tlif  early  years  of  this  religioufl  society  tbe  pulpit 
was  probably  nupplied  by  the  services  of  a  preacher 
from  tbe  Conference.  Id  1832,  and  for  two  years 
afterwarde.  It  was  rapplied  by  Be?.  Stepbeo  Pnlfer, 
wbo  bad  ehaige  of  the  Hingbam  Hethodiat  Bpiaoo- 
pal  Church.  It  was  then,  iu  connection  with  the 
Hingham  Church,  and  fiomptimes  with  the  addition 
of  Soituttie  or  Weymouth,  placed  under  tbe  care  of 
intniaters  sent  from  tbe  Oonferenee.  Of  late  yeara  it 
baa  generally  bad  tbe  entire  eerriees  of  one  own,  wbo 
baa  ooDtiDued  in  ebarge  for  tbree  year*  in  aaoo«>- 
rion. 

Tbe  Seoo&d  Congregational  Cborch  and  Society 
wia  oiganised  Nov.  24, 1824.  The  eomer-stone  of 
their  neeting-bonie  bad  been  laid  on  tbe  8tb  of 

October  preceding. 

Rev.  Aaron  Pickett  was  installed  as  pastor  Nov. 
15,  182Ui  dismissed  May,  1833.  Rev.  Mania 
Moore  wea  imtuHed  SqrtMnber,  183.3;  dieniMed 
Aognet,  1 841 .  Rev.  Daniel  Baboock,  inatalied  June, 
1842;  di>n)issed  June,  1847.  Frederick  A.  Reed 
was  ordaiti'  ci  March  9,  1848,  and  was  dismissed 
March  13,  1866, 

Bev.  Mr.  Heed  wea  bora  in  Beaton,  Dee.  7, 1821, 
graduated  at  Amherst  Oollege  in  1843,  and  at  the 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary  in  1846.  lie  died  at 
Harvard,  Ma.Ht<.,  where  lie  wn«  engaged  in  the  active 
duties  of  the  minit^try,  in  1883. 

After  leaving  Cobaawibe  preached  for  eleven  years 
in  Taunton  and  three  years  in  Harvard. 

Mr.  Reeil  i»  remembered  with  reapeet  and  afleetion 
by  the  people  of  Cohaaaet. 


He  was  a  man  of  literary  tastes,  and  ]itib]i!.hed  two 
honk.s,— "  Twin  Heroes  '  and     The  Boy  Lollard." 

Kcv.  Calvin  II.  Pitts  was  installed  April,  1863, 
and  wa.s  di»misi>ed  October,  1870.  He  died  in  Sad- 
bury  in  1883.  ^ 

Rev.  .Moody  A.  Stevens  Was  installed  April,  1872, 
and  disminscd  June,  1878. 

Rev.  Granville  Yaffer  was  installed  in  June,  1878, 
and  dismiM.sed  Feb.  ti,  18B3. 

Of  (he  ministere  wbo  have  been  ordained  or  ia- 
stalled  as  pastors  of  this  church  and  somety,  only  the 

two  Ia«it  named  are  livin;.'  at  the  present  time,  1SS4 

Beechwood  Church. — In  about  the  year  IS'  -' 
there  began  to  be  stated  preaching  in  tbe  part 
Cobasset  called  Beechwood.   The  smioea  were  la  a 
hall,  and  were  conducted  by  Rev,  Cyma  Stone.  (B»' 
ligions  service;^  had  Ixhmi  held  oocariooally  in  this 

liicality  for  many  year.*^.  ) 

In  about  eighteen  months  a  churcli  was  organii^ 
The  eomer^tone  of  the  Beeebwood  ineeting>heaae 
was  laid  Oet  18, 1866,  and  the  boiise  waa  dediesla^ 
Jan.  15,  1867.  The  bouse  is  very  near  the  bouodarj- 
line  between  Scituate  and  Cobasset,  and  the  congre- 
gation is  composed  of  worshipers  from  both  towns. 

Servioes  in  tbe  ebureb  have  been  sustateed  ia 
part  fay  missionary  aid.  Sometimes  (be  ebureb  bw 
had  a  minister  of  its  own,  and  sometimes  it  has  been 
Tinder  tbe  pastoral  care  of  a  elenryman  who  also  bad 
the  charge  of  a  cbarch  in  Hingham. 

Rev.  Cyrua  Stone,  Rev.  Chariea  B.  Smith,  Bev. 
T.  8.  Norton,  Rev.  Austin  8.  Oarver,  and  Rev.  B. 
C.  Hood  have  been  ministers  of  the  elmreh  aud 
society.  The  present  mini>«ter  is  Rev.  Harlan  PsgSt 
who  was  ordained  Feb.  6,  1883. 

St  AnOlony*!  Clninll  was  built  by  the  Reman 
Catholica  ia  1875,  and  servioes  were  fiiet  held  b 
it  July  15lh  of  tbe  same  3'ear.  The  church  was 
built  under  the  direction  of  Rer.  Huqh  P.  Smyth, 
wbo  for  i$ome  time  bad  the  pastoral  care  of  tbe 
Bomao  Catholic  eburehea  in  Weymouth,  Hii^haot, 
Cobsaset,  and  Smtuate.  He  was  eneeeeded  by  Bev. 
Peter  J.  Leddy,  wbo  had  tbe  pastoral  chai^  of 
the  chiirehcs  in  Hingham,  Coliasset,  and  Scituate 
till  bis  death  in  1880.  Since  then  tbeaa  cborches 
have  been  under  the  eaie  of  Bev.  Oetald  Fs^ 
aided  by  an  assistant. 

Educational  Interests.— It  is  probable  that  the 
town  of  Hiiv-'bam  hefore  the  injorpomtion  of  Coha*- 
set  as  a  precinct  maintained  only  one  public  sehuoi. 
That  was  kept  in  a  school-bouse  near  the  old  meetiag- 
bouae.  In  1714  Hingbam  was  requested  to  lemit 
the  ministerial  and  school  taxes  to  the  inbabitanti  of 
Cobasset.  This  request  waa  refnaed. 
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Hiogbam  voted  "  March  Vi,  1720-21,  that  a  schuol 
be  kept  bj  Peter  Ripley's  nontlu  in  the  year," 
and  "  that  a  school-bouse  be  ereoted  by  Peter  Bip- 
Uy's  by  the  selectmen." 

June  29,  1724,  the  town  voted  '-that  the  Mchool 
should  be  kept  half  the  tiuo  in  the  old  school-houw, 
tad  the  other  helf  at  ih»  ibbMl^h<ran  veer  Peter 
Bipkye.'* 

The  firtit  rererence  to  sobod  awtteit  in  the  recorda 
of  Coha-«!5et  is  at*  follows : 

'  March  31,  1721.  John  Farrow,  Obediah  Lio- 
ooIb,  end  Joeeph  Bate  are  eboeeo  to  take  eare  eoii' 
eenbg  the  adiool,  and  to  take  the  money  from  the 
town  of  Hingham,  and  to  dispose  of  it  as  followcth  : 
One-third  part  of  it  to  be  paid  to  a  school-dame  for 
teaobiog  the  children  to  read,  and  two-thinb  of  the 
M»ey  to  be  disposed  of  to  teach  the  ohildran  to 
write  and  to  eipher." 

The  next  record  is  three  yean  later,  viz.,  March 
31,  1724.  "  Voted  that  the  monov  tlmt  came  from 
the  town,  which  is  in  the  bands  of  John  Farrow, 
Obediah  lioooln,  and  Joee|ib  Bate,  sbonU  be  die- 
ymi  of  to  learn  the  ehOdinn  to  read  and  write  in 
this  predoct." 

It  is  not  probable  that  any  «:cliool  had  been  estab- 
lished in  Cobaeaet,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  was 
lay  money  ibr  adMola  in  the  banda  of  the  aboTo- 
BOMd  men,  for  there  la  no  leoord  of  a  vote  of  the 
town  of  Hiogbam  to  appropriate  money  for  a  Hchoul 
in  Coha.wf.     Wp!?ides,  Mnreh  22,  1727,  Coba.«set 

passed  a  vote  to  chooee  a  committee  to  make  an 
iddraa  to  the  town  of  Uingbam  relating  to  the 
tdiool  fbr  onr  part  of  the  aehool  money  or  onr  peri 
of  the  schoolinj;."  Hingham  the  previous  year  (May 
'\  1726)  had  "  refused  to  have  the  aohool  kept  any 
part  of  the  year  in  Cob  asset." 

Aug.  14,  1727,  CobajBset  voted  to  addrem  the 
Oenenl  Oonrt  eoooeming  the  lohflol,  and  ohoae  John 
Jaoob  agent  to  prefer  tim  petition  to  the  General 

CoQlt. 

Dlia  action  seems  to  have  had  the  det^ired  eifcct, 
fin  Bngbam  voted  May  6,  1728,  "  to  raise  eighty 
praada  fbr  the  rapport  of  aebods,  and  that  the  in* 

kabiUDts  of  Cohassot  and  Qreat  Plain  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  rlraw  out  of  the  town  trenfiurv  their  propor- 
tion  of  what  liiey  pay  towards  the  same  sum,  provided 
tbej  employ  the  same  for  the  support  of  schools  among 
^^MidTm,  and  for  no  other  nae." 

Tbts  arrangement  contianed  for  six  yearn,  till  March 
•J  1  i'j3-34  whc'i  the  town  "voted  to  Iiave  one  school 
tbe  year  cosuiug,  and  but  one."    Tliis  sichool  was  to 
^  kept  in  three  places,  vix.,  in  the  town  part  (so 
tt  the  Great  Plain,  and  in  the  precinct  of 


Cobasset ;  the  time  the  school  was  to  be  kept  in  each 
of  theae  three  ptaoea  to  be  apportioned  aeoording  to 
the  amount  of  tax  whioih  ia  paid  by  eaeb.  Sixty 

poumls  scliool  money  was  voted. 

This  arrangement  was  continued  for  eighteen  years, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year  (1737),  when  the 
aebeol  money  waa  divided  among  the  three  parte  of 
the  town. 

May  14, 1752,  the  town  voted  to  have  one  grammar 
school,  to  bo  kept  in  the  north  school-house  the  whole 
year,  and  a  "  writing  and  reading  school,"  to  be  kept 
seven  months  of  the  year  in  the  Baat  Pariab  (Cohamet), 
and  five  months  in  the  South  Pariah.  This  eontin* 
ued  to  be  the  way  in  which  the  schools  were  regulated 
as  !on?  as  Cohasiset  remained  a  precinct  of  Hingham, 
except  that  in  1756  and  subsequently  Cobasset  bad 
its  just  portion  of  the  money  taiaed  inateed  of  the 
seven  montha'  time  of  the  writing  and  reading 
aohool." 

The  date  of  the  building  of  the  first  school-house 
in  Cohasset  must  be  assigned  to  the  year  1734.  It 
Stood  on  the  Plain,  between  where  the  bonaea  of  the 
hte  CvpiL  Samnei  Hall  and  of  Hr.  Zonae  Linoohi 
now  stand.  This  was  the  only  school-house  in  Co- 
bass^ct  till  1702.  when  it  was  voted  to  baild  a  new 
school-house  and  remove  the  old  one.  The  schools, 
other  than  the  one  in  the  eaotn,  nnist  have  bem 
kept  in  private  bouses. 

Although  the  precinct  voted  in  1821  and  in  sub- 
sequent _ve;ir!'  Iiow  the  money  to  be  received  from  the 
town  tor  schools  should  be  apportioned  and  spent, 
and  oboes  men  to  tdce  charge  of  it  and  of  tbe  soihools, 
yet  we  have  no  reeord  of  any  money  liaving  been  ap* 
propriated  by  tlie  town  or  received  by  the  precinct 
til!  1728.  There  were  probably  no  publie  srhoctls  in 
the  precinct  till  that  year.  "  October  13th,  John 
Jaoob,  Joshna  Bate,  and  John  Orcutt  were  eiiosen  to 
provide  a  seboolmaatw ,  and  also  to  provide  a  sbbool- 
honse  for  the  present."  IVom  this  time  a  aehool  wan 
kept  some  part  of  the  year. 

Dec.  30,  1731,  "  it  was  voted  that  the  two  arms  of 
the  precinct  and  those  that  are  minded  to  join  with 
them  might  have  the  aohool  with  them,  their  pro- 
portion, according  to  whut  tliey  pay  to  said  school, 
viz.:  the  inhabitants  of -Hocky  Nook,  Strait'^  Pond 
Mill,  and  Nichols'  at  one  end,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Beechwoods  at  the  other  end." 

From  1734  to  1763  the  preoinet  bad  ita  ahare  of 
the  services  of  the  one  grammar-scho«>1  teacher  of 
Hinirhani.  wlio  probalily  tlividcd  his  time  between 
the  school  in  the  centre  and  the  schools  in  the  two 
aruis. 

From  tbe  year  1762  till  it  was  inoorporaled  as  n 
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district  entirely  separate  from  niii;_'li:im,  in  1770,  it 
bad  the  services  of  a  "  writing  and  reading  tuastcr 
Mfitea  moDtlw  of  each  year,  or  its  ihrnro  of  tbe  achool 
money  raised  by  tbe  town/* 

Ahbou<;Ii  in  1721  the  precinct  voted  tliat  ont- 
third  of  tlip  sfhool  money  should  be  paid  to  a  bchool- 
daiue  for  teaohing  tbe  cbildroQ  to  read,  there  is  ou 
evidence  that  such  a  eehoolwlanie  was  employed  to  j 
teaeh  tbe  diUdren  till  1768.   In  that  year  it  wu  i 
"  voted  that  four  pounds  of  the  proportion  of  tbe 
school  money  that  belongs  to  the  contre  of  thn  pre- 
cinct be  laid  out  and  improved  in  three  women  :>  | 
sebools." 

In  1769  it  waa  Toted  tba(  tbere  be  four  ecbools 

kept  by  schoolmistresses  in  tbe  centre,  and  that  eight 
pounds  bf»  iipprnjifiatt'd  fur  that  purpose.     In  1770, 
when  the  precinct  was  separated  from  Uingham  and 
WU  ineorporatod  as  a  diatriet,  witb  the  rigbta  and  ° 
dntiea  of  a  town,  it  **  voted  thirty  pounda  for  the  uae  i 
of  the  school!*,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Beech-  , 
woods,  so  enlli  ti,  and  of  Jeru^^alem,  so  cnil<*d,  be 
allowed  to  draw  their  proportion  ot  the  uioncy  i^ranted 
for  the  eoboolt  or  aehoots,  provided  tbey  itupiove  tbe  i 
arnne  for  a  writing  and  reading  aohool'* 

"Id  I7B5  the  town  was  divided  into  three  divialons  ' 
eODvenient  for  schooling." 

Tbe  usual  auiount  raised  for  the  support  of  the  . 
•ehoob  waa  frma  thirty  to  sixty  pounds,  bat  some* ; 
limes  the  amoant  was  nominally  much  latger,  when  ■ 
the  Continental  money  had  become  greatly  depre- 
ciated.   Id  1780  it  wus  twfiity-five  hundred  prmnds. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  make  two  districts  of  tbe  i 
eentra  division,  trat  it  was  not  effeeted  till  some  lims  j 
afterwarda.   In  1796  two  hundred  dollara  were  raised 
for  tbe  support  of  the  schools,  of  which  eighty-six  dol- 
lars !iT)d  eighty-four  cents  were  appropriated  to  the 
I«Iorth  School,  seveuty-ooe  dollars  and  twenty  oente  to 
the  South,  fifteen  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents  to 
(he  Jerusslem,  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-nine 
eeots  to  the  Beechwoods  sclu  ol. 

In  1800  the  town  raised  cUven  humlicil  dol- 
lars for  all  town  and  parish  purposes,  including  the 
twlary  of  the  minister;  three  hundred  dollars  of  this 
amoant  were  appropriated  to  the  soboole.  A  committee 
of  three  waa  chosen  to  pNHWre  school ma.sters  and 
.siini(iliiii-irp-'-!'«»s.  The  town  continiicd  ta  cIioom' 
committees  lor  the  several  divisions  till  1H2U,  when 
it  voted  that  each  district  should  choose  its  own  com- 
mittee. This  continued,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  yesrs,  till  1870.  S  i  hat  time  the  super- 
intending wmttiilteo  hiivv  li.ul  charL'''  of  the  schools 
and  of  prucutitig  teachers,  in  1873  the  town  au- 
thorized the  school  committee  to  choose  a  superin- 


tpnd«»nt,  who  has  since,  under  the  direction  of  tbe 
committee,  bad  the  practical  charge  and  oversight  of 
the  schools. 

The  district  system  in  a  strictly  legal  form  nsnr 

ri  :i!Iy  prevailed  in  the  town. 

in  leU4  a  committee  of  three  was  cho^sfn  to  visit 
the  Kchools.  This  was  the  firat  general  or  supetitt- 
tending  comndttee  dutsen  in  the  town.  This  eon* 
mittec  was  not  chosen  aoonally,  and  the  dnty  of 
visiting  the  schools  seems  to  have  devolved  upos  the 
minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Flint,  alone. 

lu  1818,  bowover,  a  committee  of  three  was  chc«eo 
to  visit  tbe  schools  with  Mr.  Flint,  «nd  this  enstoB 
was  continued  till  1826,  when  the  State  law 
pai>.sed  rc<|uiriog  every  town  to  choose  a  superintend- 
ing cotumittce. 

At  first  the  comuiiitee consisted  of  eighi  members, 
and  the  town  continued  to  chooBS  a  large  conmittm 
till  1830,  when  only  three  were  chosen,  snd  this  bis 
continued  to  be  the  number  of  the  committee,  with  a 
few  cxccpiiooH,  to  the  pr(>sent  time. 

It  was  not  unfrcqucntly  tbe  custom  of  tbe  town  to 
derote  part  of  tlm  school  money— from  twenty  to6fty 
dolhus— to  tbe  teaching  of  singing.  In  1820  it  «m 
"  voted  that  singing  is  a  necessary  charge."' 

In  1792  the  firstschoiil-honsf  built  In  the  centre,  oo 
ibe  Plain,  was  moved  to  what  became  the  North  di^ 
trict,  and  •  school- home  wsa  Wilt  in  what  had  hem 
made  tbe  South  district.  The  old  sohod-hoose  which 
had  been  moved  into  the  North  district  was  burnt  in 
181f»,  and  ill  1820  a  new  house  was  built.  This  wx« 
sold  in  1857,  and  the  present  North  scbool-hoase  wu 
bnilt 

The  South  school-house  built  in  1792  was  sold  is 

1859,  and  the  present  South  school-bouse  was  built. 

A  school-house  was  built  in  the  Beechwoods  in 
lTi)4,  and  was  replaced  by  a  new  one  in  1839,  which 
k  also  was  replaoad  by  a  new  one,  tbe  present  Besch- 
I  woods  school-house,  in  1852. 

In  1795  the  town  "  voted  to  allow  the  Jerusalem 
jicdi  1,  fipvpti  pounds  and  ten  shillings  towards  build- 
ing a  .school-house,  provided  that  they  build  one  one 
year  from  this  date."  Tbe  house  then  b^ilt  was  soM 
I  in  1839,  and  a  new  house  built,  whioh  also  waa  soU 
in  1851,  and  the  present  Jemsslsm  aebool-house  wsi 
built. 

In  1828  a  committee  waa  chosen  to  select  one- 
I  third  of  the  children  of  the  South,  and  one-third  of 
^  tbe  children  of  the  North  district  school,  and  to 

form  a  Centre  district.    It  was  slso  "  voted  that  the 

town  should  pay  the  several  districts  for  their  jsehool- 
bouso^g.  rtnd  for  the  future  build  and  support  aU  the 
scbouU  m  its  corporate  capacity." 
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The  present  Centre  Mbool-house,  winch  lias  been 
twice  enlarged,  wm  boik  diet  yeer. 
A  small  sohool-booM  ww  at  one  time  boflt  and  a 

school  establifthc'd  at  the  junction  of  King  Street  and 
Winft  r  Sfrci'^  hut  the  school  was  <^vfn  up,  and  the 
house  was  reiuuved  in  1843.  The  present  school  in 
King  Street  ww  estaUiiliedf  and  a  BelMxd-boaie,  eon* 
T«rted  fttMB  a  dweUing-bonae,  was  fitted  np  for  tbe 
Bchool  in  1874. 

In  1873  the  Harbor  primary  school  wns  estnb- 
Uahed,  and  a  building  was  purchased  and  fitted  op 
Jbr  Ua  aooonmodation. 

Tbe  aabieet  of  a  Higb  Sohool,  or  a  sebool  for  the 
older  ebildreo,  waa  agitated  before  1826.  In  that 
ypar  the  town  voted  to  e^tabli^h  swell  a  school  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  for  the  sole  use  of  such  boys  and 
girls  aa  have  arrived  at  tbe  age  of  fonrteen  years. 
Of  the  aeren  bnndred  doHara  eebool  money  railed, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  were  appropriated 
fnr  the  support  of  this  school.  Although  tliis  school 
had  strong  advocates,  a  vote  could  not  be  secured  to 
tontiooe  it  till  in  1841,  when  it  was  TOted  to  estalh 
liab  a  Higb  School  by  a  vote  of  aixty-one  to  forty- 

Two  hundred  dollar**  were  voted  for  it,  and  it  was 
Dot  to  continue  over  four  months  in  the  cold  season. 
After  tbat  time  it  was  oontinned  annually,  as  a  four 
noBtb^  winter  aebool,  till  1851,  wben  it  ma  made  a 
jevly  whool,  and  has  bccti  continued  as  anob  to  tbe 
present  time.  When  first  pftahlished  ns  a  yearly 
school  it  was  put  under  the  ch:ir_'e  of  a  master,  aided 
by  a  female  assistant  for  twelve  weeks  in  the  winter. 

Tbe  nest  year  a  female  amiatattt  was  employed 
throogh  tbe  year,  and  snob  oontinned  to  be  die  ar- 
raniTPmrnt,  pxpcpt  that  pome  years  an  ns«;ifitant  was 
not  employed  in  the  summer,  and  for  some  years  two 
usistaots  were  employed  in  the  winter.  In  1876  the 
Higb  Sebool  waa  pnt  voder  tbe  diarge  of  a  lady,  Mise 
Unmlla  8.  I.iothrop,  as  prinoipal,  with  a  yonng  man 
»«a«i!»tant.  Tliis  arrangement  baa  been  oontinned 
with  success  to  the  present  time. 

The  school  woa  first  kept  in  a  building  called  the 
Amdemy,  wbicb  bad  been  etveted  b  1797  by  cer- 
ttia  propncton  fyr  a  private  sebool  and  otber  pni^ 
The  town-meetings  were  held  in  this  building, 
»fter  they  had  ceased  to  be  held  in  the  First  Parish 
Obarch  in  1832,  till  1857,  when  the  present  tuwu 
^  witb  rooms  in  tbe  lower  atory  for  tbe  High 
School,  was  boilt. 

Thn  winter  schools  in  the  several  divisions  of  the 
town,  aud  afterwards  districts,  were  always  taught  by 
i>»le  teachers  till  the  High  School  was  established, 
tbat  time  the  plan  of  putting  tbeae  wdiooia 


under  tbe  care  of  female  teacbars  was  gradually  iu- 
trodueedi  witb  good  rseaks.  In  1851  tbe  present 
ayatem  waa  adopted,  giving  to  all  tbe  aeboob  forty 
weeks'  schooling  and  placing  them  under  the  charge 
of  female  teachers  who  sbould  oontinue  through  the 
year  without  change. 

Tbia  arraogement  ba&  oontioued  to  the  preaant 
lime,  exeept  tbat  tbe  Beediwood  grammar  aebool 
has  for  some  yeata  been  taught  by  a  male  teaeher 
throuL'h  the  year. 

Primary  winter  schools  began  to  be  provided  in 
one  or  two  of  tbe  larger  districts  before  1840.  New 
ones  have  been  eatabllabed  aa  tbey  have  been  needed, 
and  at  preaent  there  are  five  yearly  primary  aeboob 
in  the  town. 

In  September,  1883,  an  intermediate  school  waa 
opened. 

At  present  there  are  in  the  town  one  bigb  aebool, 
four  grammar,  two  mixed,  one  intermediate,  and  five 


priuiarv  seriools. 


The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  1882-83  was,  in 
the  ramuMr  term,  three  hundred  and  eighty- three ;  in 
the  iall  term,  four  hundred  and  two;  and  in  tbe  win- 
ter term,  three  hundred  and  eigblgr*ooe.  The  appro- 
priation of  the  town  for  the  support  of  the  .schools 
the  current  year  (188^84)  is  fire  thouMod  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

An  aeoount  of  the  seboola  in  Gobanet  would  not  t>e 
complete  without  rtrcronoe  to  the  private  schoob 
which  have  had  an  important  part  in  educating  the 
people.  Betbre  the  iti  corporal  ion  of  Tohasspt  as  a 
precinct,  and  aflerward^  until  it  became  a  district  or 
town,  dame^oboob  were  donbtbia  supported  by  tbe 
voluntary  oontributions  of  the  people,  to  supply,  in 
part,  the  utter  want  of  provision  made  hy  the  town 
for  teaching  ttie  children,  or  such  provision  was  made 
to  supply  its  deficiencies. 

After  1797,  when  tbe  Aeademy  was  bnilt,  a  good 
private  school,  generally  under  the  charge  of  a 
liberall\  wluraied  man,  Was' kept  till  a  public  high 
scliodl  was  e.stal)lishc<l.  Rev.  Mr.  Flint  and  -Mr.  Wm. 
Whittingtou  al»o  taujiht  many  private  pupils.  Voung 
women  opened  private  aeboob  and  bad  many  childran 
eommitted  to  their  charge ;  hut  since  the  public schoob 
have  been  lengthened  and  improved  private  schools 
have  been  disoontinued.  At  present  none  are  kept  in 
town. 

Aa  a  part  of  tbe  educational  a|yatem  of  tbe  town, 
a  public  library  for  tbe  use  of  all  tbe  inbabitanla 

was  established  in  1879.  The  town  voted  to  give 
three  hundred  dollars  toward  the  library,  provided 
the  school-teachers  would  raise  an  equal  amount  of 
money.  They  obtained  mora  than  that  amonat, 
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moetlj  by  sabscriptions  of  from  tweDty-fiviQ  oeiitv  to 
five  dollars.   Aftervardb  libenl-ininded  dtisana  gave 

larger  sums  of  money  ;  there  have  been  generous  con- 
tributions of  vaiuablo  books,  and  a  considerable 
amount  ot  money  waifi  nined  from  a  fair.  The  town 
has  cotuieatcd  to  grant  three  hundred  dollars  or  four 
hoadved  dollan  anDuallj  for  Ibe  nippMrt  of  th« 
Kbnrjf  and  faaa  prOTided  for  it  onnvonient  rooms. 
The  library  now  contains  more  tlian  tlireo  tlioii.-uiid 
volumes  of  books,  many  oi  which  are  of  great  value, 
affording  excelieot  teadiug  to  all  who  choose  to  avail 
thoBMelrcs  of  it  ia  th«  towo.^ 


CHAPTER  XXII. 
DOVBB. 

BT  ima.  o.  ».  avaaarr. 

The  town  of  Dnver  lief  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  county,  is  one  of  the  border  towns  between 
Norfolk  and  Middlea»  Counties,  and  ia  bouifded  as 
fbllowB:  on  the  north  by  Needham  and  Natiok,  on 
the  east  by  Dedham,  on  the  -riuth  by  Walpule  and 
Modficld,  and  on  the  west  by  Sherborn  and  Natick. 

Much  of  the  early  history  of  Dover  will  be  found  in 
the  history  <^  Dedhan,  of  whioh  xl  originally  formed  a 
part^  being  known  as  the  fbarth  preoinefc  of  Dedham. 
The  earliest  record  which  throws  any  H<;ht  upon  the 
history  of  Dover  is  ihc  chnrtLr  granted  by  ihcir  M,i- 
j^tiea,  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Piovinoe  of  Mssaaehttsetts  Baj,  in  New 
England;  whieh  eharter  stated  that  His  Majesty  King 
James  the  First  by  his  letters  patent  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Kngland,  being  dated  at  Westminster, 
Nov.  3,  1621,  granted  to  the  Council  estublished 
at  Plymouth,  in  the  Conniy  of  Devon,  and  their  sue- 
oessors  and  assigna,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering 
and  governing  of  New  England  in  America,  all  that 
pnrt  of  Amori<^a  lyinff  in  broaflth  between  the  fortieth 
and  forty-eigthlh  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  in 
Uogfk  all  the  land  from  see  to  sea,  provided  (bey  are 
not  poBsessed  or  inhabited  by  o^ber  Christian  prince  or 
State.  To  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  paying  to  the  king,  his 
beirs  or  sncoeBSors,  one-fifth  part  of  the  gold  and  silver 


I  In  tin.- 1'  'ri-^-'Mn,'  lii'^lnrv  i if  r./'iMjict  ccrt»in  |.io|n'i  niitrici  ;ire 
fptlled  in  (wu  ditleront  vinye.    The  nauiM  now  (polled  Uutet, 
jMobi,  and  8t«|iOB,  ia  Ibe  early  r«s«rdf  w*n  writtmi  Bate,  , 
Jacob,  nud  !?tutyon.    The  jiart  of  the  town  foruierljr  eallnl  \ 
"Tb«  Be«chwo»da"  of  Ute  ywkn  hiu  boon  vailed  "  Beeohwood,"  i 
tlwD«iiwfiv«atoth»poltp«flleelBtteilOM]i^.  ^ 


ore  whioh  from  time  to  time  riKmld  be  fimnd  or  obtaiBcd 
within  these  lands  or  territories.   And  wheress  this 

Council  established  at  Plymouth,  for  the  ruling  and 
triiverninc!;  of  New  Eiv^larid  in  America,  did  by  their 
deed  dated  March  3,  lti28,  grant  aud  eonfirm  to  Sit 
Henry  Roswell,  Sir  John  Youag,  Knighta,  TheoHS 
Southoott,  John  Humphreys,  -  John  Bndioott,  aad 
Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs  and  asaigos,  all  that 
part  of  New  Enf;l:itii!  in  America  which  lies  between 
a  great  river  commonly  called  Munoniack,  aiias  Mer- 
rimaek,  and  a  oeruio  other  river  called  Charles  River, 
being  in  a  certain  bay  commonly  called  HasBaebusetis, 
alias  Mattachusctts. 

Also  al!  the  lands  within  tlie  space  of  three  Eii^-  ! 
lish  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  aouth^uiasi 
part  of  Mussachoaetta  Bay ;  and  all  the  lands  wbiek 
lie  within  tlie  spaee  of  three  Engliah  miles  to  the 
northward  of  Merrimack  River ;  and  in  breadth  from 
thi-  Atlantic  Sm  on  the  east  to  the  South  Sea  mi  the 
west.  And  that  the  affairs  and  business,  which  from 
time  to  time  shoald  happen  and  arise,  couooroiog  the 
planting  and  governing  of  theae  lands,  that  they  m%ht 
be  heller  in;in:eji*i  iind  ordered,  King  Charles  the 
First  (lid  make  utei  eri-ate,  hy  liis  letters*  pntteif,  Sir 
John  Kosweli,  Hir  John  Youug,  etc.,aiud  others  that 
should  bo  admitted,  one  body  corporate,  by  the  name 
of  the  Qovemor  and  Company  of  Massaehnaetts 
Bay,  ia  New  Sngland  ;  and  did  grant  them  and  tbdr 
su<fesf;nr!!,  powers  and  privileixes  in  tins  letter  patent 
which  may  more  fully  appear  ;  and  whereas,  ^venl 
persons  employed  as  agents  of  our  colony,  have  mads 
application  unto  ua  that  the  colony  of  Hasaaehoaetts 
Bay,  and  the  province  of  Main,  and  the  territory 
called  Acndiaor  Nova  Scotia,  he  incorpnmtffl  into  one 
real  province,  hy  the  name  nf  "  Our  i'roviuce  of  Massa- 
chusetts Buy,  ui  Scw  Euglaud."  We  do  tUerefora, 
will  and  establish,  that  tbencefoith  and  forever,  thsis 
»ball  be  one  governor,  one  iieotenant,  a  deputy  gov- 
ernor, and  one  secretary,  to  bo  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  us,  our  heirs,  and  ^jueceasors,  and  eight  and 
twenty  assistants  and  counselors,  to  advise  and  asaist 
the  governor. 

We  find  the  acts  and  laws  governing  the  eolonisB 
during  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Maiy, 
and  their  Majesties  Kinp  George,  Queen  Anne,  and 
to  the  time  of  King  Oreorge  ILL,  or  from  1688  to 
1760,  were  explidt  and  oneting. 

Laws  were  made  for  governing  tim  Qeneral  Court, 
religious  services,  school  taxes,  poor,  for  commi^sioll 
over  the  Iiulian!<.  for  breaking;  the  Sabbath,  profanity, 
exporting,  importing,  cruelly  to  animals,  for  marriage 
and  divorce,  drunkards,  vsgphonds,  ^Mfb,  fbtUns* 
tellers,  coUeoting  dsbta;,  cte. 
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BmIi  tofna  withiD  the  provinoB  wia  to  be  provided 
with  en  aUe,  learned  orUiodox  nwister,  of  good  eoo« 
TCmtioo,  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  to  them.  And 

all  a<n'ccments  and  contract;*  made  by  the  tnliabitants 
respecting  their  minister  or  schoolmasters  were  to  be 
good  and  valid  aeoording  to  the  intweat  thereof;  hot 
if  the  inhabitantB  oegleet  to  provide  anitaUo  mieiaten 
or  ftchoolmasters,  upon  complaint  being  made  to  the 
Quarter  SosHiuns  of  Peace  for  that  county,  the  court 
was  empowered  to  order  a  competent  allowance  for 
meh  aaintater,  according  to  the  estate  and  ability  of 
tiie  towui  to  be  asMoaed  upon  (he  iniiabttanta  hj  a 
wertaDt  from  the  court,  directed  to  the  selectmen,  to 
be  proportloiicJ  and  asst  <sed  as  other  public  charges. 
Or  if  a  town  wa.s  destitute  of  a  minister  for  six 
months  the  court  ooald  procure  and  settle  one,  and 
order  the  oherge  for  hia  enpport  to  be  loTied  apoo  the 
inhabitaota  of  tlie  town. 

Kvery  town  withiti  tlic  jirovinco  liavint;  fi(\y  hnusc- 
hoiders  was  to  be  constantly  provided  with  u  !school- 
oaatcr,  who  should  teach  the  childrea  to  read  and 
writOi  and  every  town  having  the  nttmberof  one  hun- 
dred houaebolders  should  alaohave  a  giainniar  achool 
nnd  some  person  of  jrood  conversation,  well  instnicted 
in  the  tongues,  to  keep  such  school.  Kvcry  ^wh 
Bcboolmaster  or  ma&ters  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants, 
trader  penalty  <^  ten  pouods  for  every  oonvietion  of 
such  ncfjlect. 

Tn  tiic  your  1(135  (history  of  D('(11kiiii  i  the  GtHicral 
Court  then  Midiuo;  at  Newtowne  graiitcil  a  tract  of" 
Uod  south  of  Charles  lliver  to  twelve  men.  The 
ioUowiog  year  aevenl  persona  joined  them,  and  an 
idditional  grant  was  mudc  to  nineteen  pcrHons  of  all 
tlif  larnl  f-uu(li  (»r  riiarlis  Hiver  and  above  the  fall, 
not  belore  jirautfd,  and  a  tract  tivc  n)ile.s  square  on 
tba  north  side  of  Charlett  lliver,  lur  the  purpusie  of 
fbnniag  a  aettlement.  The  above  grantfl  eonalitnte 
at  the  present  time  the  towns  of  Dcdham,  Norwood, 
Norfolk,  Modfii  ld,  Wrentham,  Needham,  Bellinghum, 
^Viipole,  Franklin,  Natiek.  Dover,  and  a  part  of  Sher- 
born.  When  the  General  Court  gave  large  tracta  of 
land  to  the  inhabitanta  it  required  them  to  make  new 
settlements  as  soon  as  circumataneea  woold  permit. 

The  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts  colony  during 
the  first  five  or  six  years  remained  in  Bos'ton  and  the 
adjoining  towns  of  Koxbury  and  Watertowu.  The 
tnttwenty-lbiir  families  who  settled  Dodhan  oame 
from  Watertown.  The  early  history  of  Dover  (or 
fruiu  lii;]5  to  IT'IS'  u!i(|  Dedham  aro  identical,  and 
tariy  record.?  nf  Dedham  mu.st  form  'h-  only 
records  of  many  of  the  adjoining  towns,  whioii  were 
•D  smbodied  in  the  town  of  Dedham. 

lha  affiun  of  this  new  aeltlement  reqoired  moda 


time  and  management.  Regular  monthly  meeting 
were  lield  to  transact  the  boMnem,  which  for  many 
years  was  entrusted  to  seven  men,  who  made  all 

necessary  by-lnws  for  the  pi'ojilo.  T!te  town  of  Ded- 
ham was  first  known  by  the  name  of  Contentment, 
this  name  being  written  over  the  veoorda  of  sevevd 
of  the  first  meetings*  Edward  Allyne  was  one  ot 
the  leading  men  who  came  in  the  first  company  ftom 
Watertown,  the  first  rpcord.«i  of  the  town  bcinjr  written 
by  him.  These  pioneers  were  surrounded  by  foea 
and  toil  on  every  hand.  The  woods  abounded  with 
wolves  and  other  wild  aoimala.  Indians  lurked  in 
the  forests  with  susptcioos  looks  and  aot8,  and  their 
daily  bread  wa^  to  be  wrung  from  the  sterile  soil. 

In  lt>37  a  meetiug-house  was  built,  which  was 
tbirty-nz  foet  loog,  twenty  feet  wide,  aod  twelve  feet 
high,  with  a  thatehed  roo£  It  stood  where  the 
meet  iu>:  house  of  the  First  Parish  of  Dedham  now 
stands.  The  j»itis  (as  the  pews  were  called  in  the 
records)  were  iive  feet  deep  and  four  and  one-half  feet 
wide.  The  ciders'  seat  and  deacons'  seat  were  before 
the  fiil|dt.  The  oommnoion-taUe  stood  befon  these 
saats,  and  placed  so  that  c  (immuoioants  could  reach  it 
from  all  directions.  The  officers  of  the  church  were 
pastor,  teachers,  rulers,  and  deacons.  The  pastor  to 
administer  the  seals  of  baptiiim  and  the  sacraments ; 
the  ruling  elder  to  admonish,  exoommonieate,  absolve, 
and  ordain ;  the  teaebera  to  pray,  pieaeh,  and  instruet ; 
deacons  to  regulate  the  flolkctiona  for  the  poor  and 

hIiil;  pisaiujs. 

All  newcomers  were  required  to  give  to  a  commit- 
tee ehosen  for  that  purpose  an  aeoount  of  th«r  mo- 
tivca  for  wi^^hin^  to  settle  there.  These  questions  to 
be  answered  .'-aiisfactnrily  liefore  tliey  cuuld  remain: 
Where  they  were  from'.''  Wliat  pmixTty  they  pos- 
sessed ?  if  thero  was  u  probability  of  their  becoming 
a  charge  to  the  inhabitants?  Also  what  were  their 
mural  feelings,  religiovs  ailbetiona,  and  opiniona  of 
Christian  doctrines ? 

In  1G04  the  lowti  eonfiRted  of  ninety  five  small 
bouses  situated  near  eauh  other,  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  where  the  eourt-houss  now  stands.  Only 
four  of  the  number  were  valued  at  twenty  pounds; 
the  others  were  valued  at  from  three  to  ten  pounds. 
There  were  no  saw-mills,  and  boards  must  be  sawed 
by  hand.  They  were  probably  Ic^  houses  with 
thatohsd  roo&  Bvery  house  waa  obliged  to  have  a 
ladder  reaching  from  the  ground  to  the  ehimnay  as  a 
means  nf  protection  in  case  of  fire,  under  penalty  of 
five  shillings  for  such  neglect.  It  wan  a  law  of  the 
ooluoy  that  settlers  should  build  their  houses  near 
each  othw  for  protection,  and  in  1682  a  law  was 
pssMd  that  DO  one  shottd  move  to  a  gnatar  distance 
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than  two  miles  from  the  meeting-hoiue  without  spe- 
eial  Iio«Dse,  m  any  one  so  renovbg  would  expoee 

himself  in  time  of  danger. 

Mcdfiold  \v:i<  t}i*«  firs;t  town  settled  by  tlie  Dedliam 
proprietors,  in  1641;  Wreutliam,  in  1673;  other 
towns  were  iocorpontecl  later. 

The  lodisDS  wae  often  tToaUeiome,  disregerdiog 
boundary  lines,  frequently  trcspassingafter  boundaries 
had  been  established.  Richard  Klli.<?  and  Timothy 
Dwight  were  chosen  agents  to  treat  with  King  Philip, 
the  sagamore,  for  the  pomaodoo  of  land  six  miles  square. 

In  1671  feats  were  entertained  of  an  attadt  by  the 
Indians,  and  the  great  gun  now  in  town,  with  the 
carriage  thereunto  belonging,  was  ordered  to  be  |>ut  in 
repair  for  service.  In  1 673  the  General  Court  ordered 
the  town  to  be  put  in  readiness  for  war.  lu  1676 
the  bloody  war  known  as  King  PbUip^s  war  com- 
menced.  A  niau  wa<«  found  shot  in  the  woods  and 
the  murder  traced  directly  fo  Kiiii^  Philip.  He  w?i*» 
the  chief  instigator  of  the  war.  He  had  hi.s  .summer 
hunting  seat  near  Taunton,  where  some  of  the  people 
fiumished  htm  with  beef,  repaired  his  muskets,  and 
liumished  him  with  some  simple  tools  such  as  the  In- 
dian«  coiiM  use.  The«e  act^  of  friendship,  tliinn-li 
Philip's  influence,  protected  them,  while  other  towns 
suffeiHRd  from  their  ssTsge  incutsioos. 

In  1672  a  new  meeting-house  was  built  on  the  same 
site  as  the  former  one,  that  being  taken  down  and 
giving  place  to  a  larger  one.  The  now  lunise  bad  three 
pair  of  tttairs  in  the  comers.  Men  were  seated  in 
galleries  on  one  side,  women  on  the  other,  and  boys 
in  the  fWmt  gallery.  The  duty  of  the  tything-man 
was  laborious;  he  received  as  much  pay  many 
years  as  the  deputy  of  the  General  Court.  He  was 
obliged  to  go  on  erraodi^  for  the  elders,  whip  the  dogs 
out  of  die  meeting-booiie,  and  prevent  disorder  among 
the  boya. 

The  business  of  seating  persons  in  the  meeting- 
house came  uufl<T  tli*'  juri-  lictiim  of  the  elders,  the 
greatest  taxpayer  having  the  best  ^at.  The  new 
house  was  furnished  wiih  abdl.  One  Baloh  received 
ten  shUKogs  Ibr  one  yeafs service  in  beating  the  drum 
to  collect  the  congregation. 

The  scliiiol  liouso,  a  biiiMItig  oiu'hti'cu  fi'ot  Ioml;  ],\ 
fourteen  feut  wide,  and  three  stories  high,  the  uj^per 
story  being  used  as  a  watch-tower,  stood  near  the 
ehuroh. 

In  16UI  the  town  wsa  indicted  for  not  supporting 

•  school. 

Sheep  were  introduced  into  the  town  in  1667.  A 
large  number  of  dogs  were  kept  in  the  plantation  to 
guard  agunst  the  raTages  of  the  wolves.  We  find  that 
bounties  as  high  ss  twraty  sbillingB  were  paid  fiw  their 


aij  ture,  and  that  Scrgt.  Ellis  was  psid  eeitain  suss 
Ant  tbdr  capturs  IVom  time  to  tim&   Hones  wesriig 

fetters  roamed  in  the  woods,  and  swine.wasriog  grsit 

yokf's  :»r<iunJ  flioir  necks  ran  wild. 

Absences  from  town-meeting  were  punished  by  fine, 
the  roll  of  the  townsmen  being  celled  after  the  fiist 
hatf'-hour  had  expired.  One  shilling  fine  fbr  the  fint 
half-hour's  ab.sence,  and  two  shillings  and  sixpenc« 
for  the  wliolf  tiu'c'tins'.  Until  1700  the  people  voted 
by  wheat  and  beans,  wheat  denoting  the  affirmative, 
and  beans  the  uegativo. 

Many  of  the  first  houses  built  had  decayed ;  the  tn- 
habitants  had  forsaken  them  and  settled  on  lar^ 
tnet)?  nf  land  in  the  west  part  of  Dcllmm.  on  ibe 
land  now  compriseii  in  Dover,  which  was  established 
some  years  lat«r  as  Springfield  Parish. 

The  inhabitantt  of  the  wMerly  port  of  Dedhsa 
presented  a  petition,  March  3,  1728,  nt  a  \toi 
town-meetit)'.r.  requestin'r  that  thrv  nml  their  estates 
might  be  set  oA'  as  a  precinct,  with  the  foUowiog 
bounds,  vit. :  Be^nntng  at  Bubbling  Brook,  whm 
it  ofOBsee  Medfield  road ;  and  fnva  thenoe  taking  ia 
the  lands  of  Sarrim  l  Ohickcring;  from  thence  to  the 
westerly  end  ot  Nathaniel  Richards'  house-lot,  andfo 
down  to  Charles  River,  with  all  the  lands  aod  inhabi- 
tants westerly  of  said  line ;  which  petition  was  voted 
and  granted  at  said  meeting. 

Again,  Nov.  19,  172il,  a  petiti  n  was  presented  ts 
the  (renenil  Cotirt,  praying  to  be  made  a  distinct  pis' 
cinct  with  the  above  bounds. 

The  petition  was  consigned  to  a  committee,  who 
reported  that  the  inhabitants,  with  their  estates,  shenU 
be  freed  from  paying  the  minister  rate  in  Dedhatu, 
and  ordered  that  the  ministerial  taxfis  be  paid  to  the 
several  ministers  of  the  towns  where  they  attended 
church.    This  report  was  accepted  by  the  court. 

In  1736  there  were  about  fifteen  hundred  inhslit- 
tant.s  and  only  one  uiitii'^ter.  and  one  scboolmaater  eSH 
ployed  a  few  wei  ks  in  :i  plueo.  There  was  one  phydeisi, 
a  few  mechanics,  no  traders  or  manufacturers. 

Another  petition  was  sent  to  His  Excellency 
William  Shirley,  Esq.,  OoveraoMn-Chief  over  hii 
majesty's  prov in  ]  ivln^  that  thqr  might  be  ftecd 
from  paying  ministerial  rates  in  the  rcspectirr  place* 
where  they  had  beeu  accustomed  to  uttenti  public 
worship,  as  it  was  atlcoded  with  great  difficulty  and 
labor.  Thqr  now  desired  to  be  set  off  as  a  pre- 
cinct, with  parish  privileges,  feeling  that  they  could 
now  build  a  meefing-house,  support  a  minister,  ani 
meet  td^ether  for  public  worship  with  some  decree 
of  case  and  cunvenieuce.  This  petition  was  signed  at 
Dedham,  Hardi  30, 1748,  and  pvensntsd  to  As  Gsn- 
eml  Oooft,  April  5, 1748,  with  the  ftllowing  i 
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John  Dntptt. 

l/rai6I  WlgBl» 

S«m«i«l  Cbiokniagi 

Jnbo  Uattclle. 

JCWIMI  mCBBTu*. 

Benjunm  Bin*. 

4onB  uBMD>7« 

.Ti,«f|ih  DraiMr* 

Jobn  (/uiokenng. 

Seih  Mbmb. 

MBiaM  MHekU< 

*  ■  -  ■  ■  ^tkt^^Mmtnm 

JMtpB  VPWWfHH» 

4oBBtBaa  UBjra 

r.lipQaiet  CbiokenQK* 

iintnini*7l  >t|||BB« 

Jabex  Wood. 

Etm  Gav. 

Oliver  BaMB. 

Timothy  Elli«. 

John  Baeon. 

Daniel  Chielc«riBgf 

Jo«huB  Ellii. 

John  Griggt. 

Beiekiah  Allen,  Jr. 

TbPBiM  Battello. 

Ebenewr  Newail. 

^ooBtlian  BflllBrd. 

TboDBS  %le1iBrdi. 

Jonathao  BatMh^ 

Joimllinn  Whit  in;;. 

Ralph  Dny. 

Abrabam  Ctinuit».'rl:kiu. 

This  petition  wa.s  granted 

Nov.  IR,  1748,  gi?inp 

the  powers  aod  piivileges  which  precincts  eojoy. 
Thcj  then  beoftue  ma  inoorponted  body,  Mjliog  tbeiiii* 
mItw  the  Wert,  or  Fonith  PndiuA  in  DedhaiD.  A 

irarrant  for  the  first  precinct  mentinfj  was  i.«isne<]  Dec.  j 
-O.  1748,  and      the  General  Court  did  not  apptiint  ' 
a  person  to  uall  the  first  parish  meeting,  one  of  hia  ; 
majeaty'B  juation  of  the  peace,  Joehim  BUm,  warned  | 
the  inhtbiumtB  to  sBMrnble  in  the  sohool-house  in  > 
!>edhain  (Third  Precinct,  near  the  dwelling-house  of 
Joseph  Chiokering),  Janaary  4(h,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  fureoooo,  to  choose  a  moderator,  prcciuct  clerk, 
ud  «  eoDmitlee  to  call  porbh,  dbtrict,  or  precinct 
weetbgi.  The  inhabitants  aKombled  at  the  time  and 
place  mentioned,  «od  nuule  ehoioe  of  the  foltowing 
officers: 

Joshua  Eilia,  clerk ;  Joshua  Ellis,  Joseph  Chiok- 
srieg,  Joseph  Draper,  Ssnael  Cbuskeriog,  Samuel 
Sfeiealfe,  prMinefc  eanmittoe. 

At  the  next  precinct  meeting,  holden  in  the  same 
whnol-house  March  15,  1749,  Jonathan  Whitin«» 
wiui  choeen  precinct  treasurer;  Joshua  Ellis,  Joseph 
Draper,  Joseph  Chidtering,  aiwinpfi  and  pradoot 
eonmitteo. 

A  vole  was  also  passed  to  grant  twoDtj-five  ponods 
to  defray  the  charge  of  three  months'  preaohing  and 
other  precinct  charges. 

Joaepb  Draper,  Ralph  Day,  and  David  Wight  wen 
dMMii  a  committee  to  proeore  »  minuter  to  preaob 
with  them,  alao  to  provide  a  plaee  for  y  preobot  to 
wngrppnte  in. 

The  following  committee  was  also  chosen  to  pre- 
pare Umber  flvr  »  raeeling-boviie:  Capt  Hoalciab 
Allan,  Jeaepb  Draper,  Samuel  Hetealf,  Daniel  Cbiek- 
cring,  JosialiaB  Day.  The  coniniittee  who  were  ap- 
pointfd  to  prepare  thi^  tinjber  fur  rho  Tii»M>tiri''.l!'niHo 
Were  alao  instructed  to  build  the  liuutiti  iort^-twu  tcct 
b  length,  thirty-fomr  ftet  in  wMUi,  and  twenty  feet  in 
lidgbt  ftom  the  (op  of  y*  eel  to  y*  top  of  the  plate. 
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Capt.  Joseph  Williams  aod  four  others  were  chosen 
to  seleot  n  Mte  for  the  meeting'hoQae,aod  Nathamel 
Wilson  and  two  others  to  agree  with  any  person  or 
persons  for  the  jirice  of  the  land  (if  need  be^i.  This 
evolved  uothuii^'ht  of  difficnltic."  witli  the  coniinittee, 
and  ader  repeated  uieetiuga,  debates,  and  petttionti  for 
diffiarent  apota  for  the  new  meetiog-hooae,  tie^votee 
and  many  other  obstacles  to  ovoroome,  it  was  finally 
agreed  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  a  committee  of  dis- 
interested persons  from  other  towns,  who  reported  that 
it  should  be  placed  upon  the  easterly  side  of  Trout 
Brook,  hi  the  Third  Praoinot,  not  far  from  ye 
boonds  between  Deacon  Joseph  Elite  aod  Mr.  Eliph- 
alet  Chickfrint;,  wliieh  would  be  a  short  distance 
bark  of  where  the  present  Congregatioaalist  Church 
now  stands. 

The  report  of  the  eommlttee  was  aocepted  Feb. 
17, 17&0,  and  the  int  preeinot  meeting  was  held  in 

the  meeting-house,  March  20,  1751.  At  this  raoet- 
incr  money  was  pmntcd  to  finish  the  outside  m  i  Inwer 
iiuur.  In  175H  another  grant  was  made  lur  lathing 
and  plastering.  Daring  the  same  year  more  money 
was  appropriated  to  build  a  palpit ;  then  in  1769  still 
another  grant  to  finish  two  galleries  and  stairs,  with 
this  provision,  that  the  jrallerics  should  have  only 
common  seats.  The  last  grant  was  made  in  lltil  to 
finuh  pews  on  the  lower  floor  Thus,  after  ten  yeara' 
stn^^e  with  diff  eultteo  hard  to  owereome,  the  people 
were  prcpurod  to  invite  a  gospel  niiniatcr  to  settle 
with  them  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  aod  his  saera« 
moots. 

The  flfiC  minister  employed  in  the  preeinot  was 
Mr.  Thomas  Jonee,  who  preaohed  thirteen  SaVbaths 

in  the  spring  of  1749  ;  from  this  time  to  1754  noth- 
ing decided  had  been  dono  focstablish  public  worship ; 
consequently  the  pooplc  were  warned  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Snffolk  County  to  give  roasonalbrdiis  neglect, 
with  this  admonitioo,  if  this  negligenoe  was  eontinned 
they  m%llt  expect  to  be  presented. 

The  SUIT)  of  £13  6s.  8*/.  was  voted  to  defray  the 
expense  of  preaching  for  three  mouths,  and  from  this 
timtt  to  Oct.  18, 1758^  dlibnnt  miniatsm  wen  em> 
ployed  for  three  aod  fenr  months  at  a  time;  then  n 
unanimous  vote  was  given  for  Mr.  Joseph  Manning, 
of  Cambridge,  to  dispense  y'  word  of  God  and  admin- 
ister y'  special  ordinances  of  y  gospel.  Tbb  invita> 
tion  was  eiteoded  to  hint,  with  a  sahry  of  £66 13s.  4d^ 
bnt  theae  hopes  were  aoon  blighted  by  his  dediniitg 
to  aooept  the  eall,  with  this  beoedletion  for  their  fti« 
tnre  welftre : 

"Thei'-fnrr  finally  Brethren,  I>ivf  in  Love  And  Vvixr,-,  koep- 
I  ing  y*  unity  of  Spirit  ia  }'  Bond  of  Peace.  And  way  y*  Qod 
I  of  Paaaa  Im  witb  yen,  m»j  his  paase  VMt  wpsn  yoe.  !Chat9* 
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grit  Shepherd  of  y*  ibeep  would  in  Due  tim«  gire  you  a 
putor  after  hu  uwn  Heart,  a  faithful  Mini.itcr  of  >■  New  Tm- 
taanent  to  jrour  Spiritnal  Etlifieation  »ud  abundant  Jojr  and 
Oomfort,  ii  and  thall  In     Pmyar  of  year  FriMid  la  Cb? iit,  ' 

"JoBcra  llAHirura, 

"  CAnmiMr,  Dm.  4, 17M." 

Daring  the  oezt  four  ^ears  diSiereDt  miniaten  were 
employed,  bat  no  one  was  edied  to  settle.   In  1760 

oar  ancestors  were  again  notified  by  the  General 
Court  of  their  rei«is"»no«!« ;  aenin  in  17G2  thev  were 
sdtuonished  by  the  court  to  clioose  a  laiutster.  Then 
a  anaoituous  vote  was  giveu  for  Mr.  Betijatuin  Caryl, 
with  »  Mlaiy  of  £66  ISt.  4d. 

The  fbllowiog  is  Nr.  Caryl's  letter  of  acceptance, 
wliich  cnnnnt  fail  tn  ^how  lii.^  prayerful  spirit  to  ho 
directed  aright  iu  his  dutie^^  towards  his  fellow-mco  : 

"  To  lk»  i'eopU  uj  Spriittji/itld  I'urith  in  Dedkam,  Grtetttuj  : 

**  Cbhistian  Frik^sm, — I  hope  I  am,  in  fonie  meniiure,  »cti«i- 
ble  of  the  over-ruling  froTidonct'of  God  in  ull  things,  and  willin); 
to  b«ar  and  obe;  bia  role«  to  ma  thareio.  Efp««i»lljr  would  1, 
at  thit  time,  aekoowMge  and  riaw  tbe  ProTid«D«eof  Ood.  both 
in  fir  Ijuiliu);  your  Ilcnrls  to  invito  me,  to  carry  on  the 
great  work  of  tbe  tioapel  Ministry  atooDg  joa  and  in  incliniog 
1B7  beart  to  accept  yoor  inTitation. 

"And  I  •,)>'*in-  t"  V)t<j-.<  *!..!,  (liAt  .tfti  1  tutu  !i  pnin*  taken 
to  know  my  Duty,  I  am  »o  well  lati'lled  with  the  clcarneat  of 
mj  sail  to  (attle  among  jroa  in  tbe  nork  of  the  HiDtrtry,  tbo*  I 
ho|i«  I  aui  pciisibic  of  my  own  untitne«i<,  titij^ri  ;'.:irf'hir'««,  nivl 
ini«uflicioncy  for  thc^e  tilings.  But  Ucine  luUy  iienuiidcd  y* 
Chrii^t  im  King  and  head  of  bi«  Chnivb  b4tf  appointed  and  ok 
tabliiihcd  tbe  Uffioe  of  y'  Miuiitry  to  eontinne  in  a  conatattt 
■occefwion  to  the  End  of  Time,  »nd  ha«  promiird  to  bo  with  hit 
faithful  ambn'mdorc  alway,  to  the  end  of  y  world,  I  do, 
tborefore,  baiubiy  leaning  on  Cbrist'a  strength,  Seriouslj  oom- 
ply  with  yovr  dceire  to  take  npon  me  the  Office  of  a  Paator.  and 
to  administor  Christ'*  Ordlri  iti     ^iiii  inij  you. 

"  And  wt,  I  hope,  I  do  thi»  with  a  desire  for  and  aitu  at  tbe 
Olorjr  of  Ood  and  enr  own  mutual  good,  k  lot  your  fervent 
Prnyora  to(iod  be  that  he  wuutd  qualify  nio  for  thin  work,  und 
adorn  me  with  all  needful  Miuivterial  (j!iit)>  and  tira<^,  that  I 
■ay  bo  a  workman  that  need  not  bo  ashamed ;  and  that  I  may 
be  Prospered  in  luy  Inbourf  nmoni;;  you,  if  it  kehia  will  I u  place 
luu  as  a  labourer  ituioi)^  you  :  ami  ttmt  iiisiy  live  in  lnvc  and 
pMOt^  ae  followers  of  the  tnerk  and  lowly  .le^ti*.  that  anotliur 
Day  wo  msj  appear  before  him  with  Joy  and  not  with  Cirief. 

*■  Thiu  asking  y onr  Prayers,  I  Rest  Your  HumUo  sarTant,  | 

"  BcaJ!i.  Cakvi.. 

"  OennAM,  Sept.  b,  1762." 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Citrjrl  was  ordained  Nov.  10, 
ViiVl.  it  heins;  more  than  twelve  years  after  the 
church  was  orgaoixcd  before  a  tnioibtcr  was  settled,  i 
Tfae  Sondaj  preTiona  to  bia  ordination  the  chajch  . 
waa  emhodied  by  Rot.  Mr.  Bdeher,  of  Dedhun,  end 
consi.sied  of  fifteen  male  membeis.  In  1763  the 
church  waa  dedicated. 

The  depreciation  of  the  curruocy  is  fully  shown  in  ; 
the  increaae  of  Mr.  OaryV^  salary  fhtm  lixty-tiix  | 
pounda  to  four  thonaand  of  the  eurr«it  money  during  1 
the  Berolatioatiy  vnr.  Again,  in  1782,  his  aalsiy  ' 


was  paid  in  riher  money ;  in  amount,  fiftj^thiM 

poand.4  six  shillings  and  eight  pence. 

In  1765  the  Fourth  Preeinct  consisted  nf  forty-nine 
,  hou«?<'f  and  three  hundred  und  fiftv-two  inhabitantfi. 
j     Picture  to  ourselves,  if  wc  can,  the  devotion  ud 
I  faith  that  brought  and  held  thia  little  oompaoy  of 
worshipers  together,  under  all  the  trials  and  dificel* 
ties  which  were  presented.    We  should  »ee  them 
spfltod  in  their  njuch-1ovc<l  meeting-house,  which  h.A 
cost  thom  so  much  care  and  labor,  with  its  bure  vaiu? 
and  floor,  with  unenshioned  seats,  and  only  tbe 
warmth  of  their  hearts  to  keep  at  hny  the  chilltsg 
I  cold  of  our  New  England  winters. 

The  rnmillps'  were  fiouted  tict'ordiriir  to  airf  .  fex.  and 
station.    The  boys  to  be  seated  on  the  suirs  of  the 
I  men's  and  women's  ji^leries,  or,  Ister,  between  the 
{  fore  seat  ud  side  pews,  end  were  to  be  under  the  is- 
spectioo  of  the  older  people  and  the  young  men,  who 
\  were  seated  in  the  side  galleries.    Tlio  ginsrers  to  W 
seated  in  the  fore  seat  of  the  gallery,  with  a  competent 
I  person  appointed  to  tone  the  psalm.    The  pew  neit 
j  the  pnlpit  was  ressrved,  having  a  ehest  bnilt  In  it  ts 

keep  the  ehureh  yesseb  in. 
i      All  were  expected  to  attend  divine  service,  and 
tytbiogmcn  were  sent  about  the  town  to  iooic  alter 
the  absent  ones,  sll  nnneoeesary  abeenos  to  be  pnn- 
I  islied  by  fine. 

I  Tlie  tyihingmen  were  expected  to  keep  perfect 
order  during  the  long  sermons  of  morning  and  after- 
I  DOOD,  iho  sermons  often  reacbiog  fifVoeothly  and 
sizteenthly,  in  the  afkemoon  the  snn  often  siokiog 
tow  behind  the  western  hills  before  the  congn^tion 
I  was  dismissed  to  go  to  their  distant  h(»mes.  All  this 
was  done  n«  n  «norcd  dtity  and  nliligatioo,  to  be  dis- 
charged without  question  or  doubt. 

Some  years  later,  feeling  that  all  physieal  eomfort 
eottld  not  be  saerilieed  for  apiritnal  adnnoement,  it 
was  voted  that  the  schnol  house  near  the  church 
should  be  opened  t)i«-  head  of  some  family  on 
Iiord's-day  immediately  alter  tbe  forenoon  exercises, 
and  that  those  of  the  preoinot  who  had  ooessiM 
might  imiwoTe  aatd  house  for  their  oomfort  hetwam 
ineetin<;s,  and  that  said  house  be  shut  up  from  time 
to  time.  "  when  the  minister  go  to  y*  meeting-house 
for  the  Hlternoou  servioe."  A  committee  of  five, 
eoosistiog  of  Nathaniel  Battelle,  Bleassr  Allen,  Hese- 
kiah  Allen,  Jr.,  Pcbiab  Herring,  and  John  CheeiMy, 
were  diosen  to  t^en,  that,  seonrs  the  lira,  end  keep 
order  in  said  ho«»e. 

Application  was  soon  made  to  tbe  First  Church  io 
Dedham  for  a  divirion  and  altowanes  of  khdr  rigkt 
end  piopottion  of  ill  lands  that  bad  been  laid  oat  ftr 
the  improvement  of  the  ebnrab.  In  1773  n  vote  «« 
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gireo  to  laj  stODe  steps  at  the  roeetiog-bouse  doors,  made  for  heating  the  house,  aud  foot-stoves  vera 
Mareli  9, 1770,  Mr.  Lemuel  iUch&rds,  Mr.  Joeeph  '  canried  fay  tlie  diffierent  tfeinUtes.  Dr.  Qeotgfi  Caryl, 
Fisher,  and  Mr.  Aie  Richards  were  ohoseo  to  tone  the  |  son  of  tlic  pastor,  was  invitod  to  aeteot  a  pew  for  the 

use  of  the  minister's  fiunily. 

Mr.  Cor}*!  remained  pa.stor  of  the  ehurch  nearly 
fiRj  jears,  the  union  only  teriuiualiug  with  his  life. 

Benr.  Benjamin  Garyl  was  the  eon  of  Benjamin, 
and  grandson  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  Caryl,  of  Hop- 
kinton,  and  w:ls  born  in  that  town  in  the  year  1732. 
He  craduntcd  at  Harvard  Collejre  in  17f)l.  Mr. 
Caryl  married,  Dec.  ii,  1762,  Mrs.  Sarah  Hollock, 
of  Wrantham,  daughter  of  Rev.  Heoiy  Moeaenger, 
of  that  towa.  Their  children  were  Benjamin,  hom 
Dee.  C,  1704,  died  Sept.  12,  1775;  and  CTOonrc, 
boru  April  1, 1767,  grafiuated  nt  Harvanl  1788,  mar- 
ried Miss  Pamelia  Martin,  of  llxbridge,  iti  1790,  aod 
settled  in  Dover  as  a  physician,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  very  snccessful  and  highly  esteemed.  He  died 
Aug.  9, 1822,  leaving  a  widow,  three  daughters,  and 


psaliji  for  the  year  ensuing.  Liberty  wa.si  also  i:iven 
persons  in  the  precinet  t^)  take  up  some  of  the  body- 
seikUi  uod  build  pews  at  their  own  expense.  In 
Mareh,  1779,  lib«ty  wu  ^ven  the  singen  to  oeeupy  < 
the  front  gallflvy,  and  scat  themselves  as  suited  best 
for  singing. 

May  4,  17S0,  nil  persons  who  eould  prodncp  a 
certificate  that  they  were  of  the  Baptist  ^lersuusion 
were  recorded  as  audi  on  the  preolnot  bodes,  and  f 

exempted  from  I»ying  the  ministeriHl  tnx. 

During  the  long  pastorate  of  Mr.  Caryl  important 
chanpM  had  taken  place  in  the  country,  but  nothing 
had  occurred  to  mar  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  tiic  , 
chnrdi  nntfl  the  evening  of  Feb.  13, 1810,  when  the  ! 
meetiog-honse  was  burned  to  the  ground.   Their  | 
much-beloved  pa.stor  was  advanced  in  years,  and  too 
feeble  in  health  to  cheer  them  mui  h  in  th\^  dark  hour. 
The  fire  was  supposed  to  be  iucendiary,  and  a  reward 
of  two  hundred  md  filly  dollam  was  oiTered  liy  the  I 
town  for  the  apprehension  of  the  guilty  party. 

At  the  annual  March  meeting  it  was  voted  to 
rebuild,  and  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dolhr? 
granted  for  that  purpose.  liSter,  at  the  April  meeting, 
five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  more  was  granted,  I 
sko  four  hundred  dollars  to  purehaae  a  bell  for  the 
meeting-house.  The  building  was  to  be  placed  where  ' 
the  present  Unitarian  Church  stands,  an  agreement 
having  been  made  with  Jonathan  Upham  to  exobaugc 
hmds  with  the  district,  giving  the  distrioi  about  two 
aeresof  land  mvth  of  the  sehool-honse  then  etanding. 
Stones  for  the  uoderpinniog  were  carted  from  Quincy. 

Tb?  now  roectin!_'-hini.«e  was  dedirated  Jnno  11, 
1811.  Mr.  Calvin  Kichards,  Mr.  Joseph  liichards, 
Mr.  Fredeiie  Barden,  Mr.  Luther  Biohards,  and 
Obpt.  Hewkiah  Battelle  were  ehosen  a  oommlttee 
to  make  neeessary  arrangementji  for  the  dedication. 

An  appropriate  sermon  was  dflivereff  hy  Mr. 
Palmer,  of  Needbam,  the  pastor,  Kcv.  Benjamin 
Caryl,  being  too  fseMe  to  bonlth  to  be  present  at  the  i 
satvioea,  and  unable  to  even  visit  the  new  house  of  ■• 
worship. 

The  new  hnn?»e  wns  larixe  and  corom'vdious,  liavinir 
Mxty-four  pews  on  tbe  lower  floor  and  thirty-two  ru 
the  gaUeries.   There  were  galleiiea  on  either  sUle  of  < 
tbe  house  and  one  io  front   These  letteis,  in  gilt,  ! 
were  on  the  froot  gallery:  "Built  in  IBll,  gathered 
in  1762."    Ther<»  were  two  pew  h'  »ween  the  front 
and  aide  galleries,  with  wood-wurk.  tiuishcd  higher  i 
than  the  adjoioiog  seats,  that  were  set  apart  for  the  [ 
eolond  peojile  of  the  distriet.  No  plan  had  been  ' 


li  son. 


The  old  parsonage  buiit  by  Mr.  Caryl  in  1777,  ueiir 
the  small  dwelling  which  to  that  date  he  had  occupied 
(the  cellar  of  which  may  still  be  seen),  IS  Staudittg 
and  occupied  \<y  \n>  descendants,  with  very  little 
chan<rc  externally  or  witliin  sinoe  he  finished  it  more 
than  a  century  ago. 

No  obituaiy  of  Mr.  Gatyl  was  ever  published,  but 
he  lefk  a  goodly  memory.  He  was  much  beloved  by 
all,  and  is  remembered  with  respect  and  affection. 
All  are  nnsnimous  in  tes(ifying  that  he  was  a  good 
uiau  and  thoroughly  oriborlox.  ile  was  remarkably 
earnest  and  gifled  iu  pr.i>cr.  He  kept  himself  veiy 
much  at  hMue^  seldom  attending  pnUie  roestings 
abroad.  He  drew  as  little  from  books  and  writings 
as  any  man  of  his  time,  but  his  .wrmons  wero  fervent, 
impressive,  evidently  from  the  heart,  and  firm  belief 
In  the  truth  aud  importance  of  his  message.  They 
wen  written  in  a  veiy  fine,  but  perfectly  legible  hand, 
and  only  one  (a  Thanksgiving  sernu  n)  was  ever 
printed.  He  di<»d  Nov,  14,  1811.  immediately 
after  the  burial  services,  November  18th,  the  inhab- 
itants returned  to  the  meeting-house  and  appointed 
Thursday,  Jan.  2, 1812,  to  be  set  apart  for  a  dsy  of 
fasting  and  prayer  throughout  the  dii^itrict,  and  chose 
Denoon  Jonatliati  Hattelle  and  Mr.  William  Richards  a 
committee  to  inform  the  ministers  of  the  Aasociatlon. 

After  Mr.  Caryl's  decease,  there  wss  no  settled 
minister  .until  the  next  summer,  when  the  district 
united  with  the  parish  in  a  vote,  June  2,  1812,  to 
extend  a  call  to  I'ov  Rnljih  Pander  tn  hwome  their 
pastor  and  gospel  minister,  with  a  yearly  salary  of  five 
hundrod  and  fifty  dollan ;  also  dm  use  and  improve- 
ment of  the  ekimfa  lot;  also  that  Mr.  Sanger  have 
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liberty  to  bo  obMiii  two  8obb«tb8  io  «  year  if  it  be  j 

hie  desire.    A  oonunittee  of  three  were  appointed, 
conaisting  of  Capt.  Samuel  Fisher,  Mr.  James  ManD, 
and  Mr.  Aaron  Whiting,  to  inform  Mr.  S.ni^jor  of  , 
their  choice.    Mr.  Sanger  made  the  following  replj : 

To  iht  ChHi'h  itnd  Sur-iftt/  In  Dorcr. 

"  Mv  CuRi»TiA.N  Friexd«, — Since  I  rcccivr<i  nn  oxprc."sion 
of  your  wixbw,  M  CtmUlnwi  In  tlio  ToIm  of  the  church  itnd  «o- 
detj,  it  has  ban  mmtt  adMTor,  aa  wall  m  hitmbl*  prajcr, 
tD  teka  tb«  imporUnt  lubjeet  tnto  Mrioot  ooaiideimtioB.   I  bav  e  i 

oonnidcred  the  wiirm  nfTertion  and  kind  nttciiti<jn  which  wore  ex. 
•reited  ami  diiplajrad  toward  him  whoce  Inbor  in  th«  Lord  wa» 
loDg  and  prMlouB  among  j<m,  and  wbow  mvmvrj,  wbite  ba  now 
•leepeth  with  the  f  itlier'',  you  i4iorl!4h  with  truly  filial  nffcctiun.  , 

"  I  b»y«  consulted  tn^  friend*  and  have  nut  Ibe  biip|iineM  tu 
•ay  tbat  thair  opiniaoa  w«ra  onsBimom.   I  bar«  ooaralted  | 
others  iil»o,  whoop  njiininnj  T  ^irul  T  iiiid  them  fur  frum  • 

being  Uttitud.    While  nir  uiind  wbs  uiiaur^oing  aconHiot,  fruin  i 
tbvir  TSiyiag  9p|tki«ll«,  it  recurred  to  iv  coii^iderntion  of  your  1 
condition — 1<>  a  contiderntion  of  whnt  might  be  the  situation  of  ' 
your  iifTnirs  in  ctt»o  I  thould  feel  niy»elf  boiiml  to  non-concur 
with  your  wisheii.    The  thoug;bt  was  paiitful.    It  bus  nut,  I 
trutt,  been  without  iti  weigbt  on  tny  mind,   i  bava  oonaidarcd  1 
alio  j«ar  pro|>uwil«.  Tbe  fcrm  of  a  |>urt  oftbam  now  maaiimj 
most  cordial  approbation,  and  sli'>iii  I  it  ? a  happen  tliat  nu  ex-  , 
plicit  alteration  ia  other  parti  (ball  take  piaoe,  permit  me  to  | 
vadarataikd  and  aspaet  tbat  I  may  not  matarislly  mflbr  from  { 
the  change-i  whi     mviiit  all  hanian  utTiiir-. — ''hanges  which  no  i 
prodaueo  «an  foro«oe  nor  care  avoid.    1  have  coDtidered  al«o  i 
jom  tolamut  and  eatbolio  aplrit,  jmor  obaritj  and  alTaetloii  for  | 
the  piou«  and  K"><xl  "fft'l  denomination",  your  Kiiorcil  rr;:;:in!  fur 
the  Iluly  iscripturci*  in  their  nature  and  »implicity  and  purity  ^ 
without  bnman  addition  or  diminution.    In  th«ae  poiataper-  | 
init  mo  to  Mj  that  joar  aaBtimenta  parfacU;  agree  with  my 
own.   And  it  i.i  my  eamcM  wish,  aa  wall  aa  tfavout  prayer, 
that  while  I  ohun  not  to  declare  tha  wbola  aoanael  of  Uod, '  I  I 
B»7  DCrer  leach  fur  doetrinu  the  oomnaoduaBta  of  wen.'  I 

"  From  thtte  eoMtdtratimu,  and  BBder  Ibaaa  erp^eMilo»»,  I  ub 
induced  to  -;iy,  '  I  ;ivri-|it  vmi:  itivit:itiiit,.'  in  .v.nMexion 

with  tbia  aoeeptancv,  I  tender  jrou,  for  all  your  pa«l  attention, 
mj  BMot  haartjr  tbsBki,  ooaManlly  tnutlBg  tbat  wbitaaotbtBg  < 
may  in  future  be  wanting  on  my  pnrt.  «i  th'if  iIh-^l-  « ill  hp  no 
leca  dLispo«itt«n  on  youn  to  ouulinue  them.    And  although  our  i 
BH«attdn»  my  frUadt,  nmy  oot  ba  tha  moat  eoBapieaoaa,  wa  may  ! 
not  enjoy  the  atarc  and  garc  of  the  world,  i<till  let  u<  do  all  in 
our  power  to  enjoy  what  in  inHnitoly  superior, — the  cordial 
love  and  mutual  kind  attentions  of  each  other,  ftill  may  we  en- 
joy the  delightful  aiitisfaction  of  promoting  each  other's  happi*  | 
nem.    And,  abore  all,  may  we  enjoy  the  approbation  of  war  \ 
own  mindti  and  the  serenity  uf  a  piour  hope, — a  hope  of  ob- 
taiaing  bia  faror, '  whore  favor  i<  lil'e^  and  whon  loving  kind* 
nam  !■  better  than  ilf*.'  | 

"Finally,  my  Brethren,  be  »ti  ii.'  in  tin'  T.ir  1  .ui  l  in  rbe 
power  of  bia  might.    Praying  always  with  all  prayer  and  (up*  i 
plieatioo  la  the  f^plHt,  and  fi>r  me,  tbat  I  nay  open  my  month  ^ 
boldly  to  make  known  th.  luy-i.  ry  uf  th<>  t:M-|i.  1.  fi.r  which  I 
am  an  Mnbs^sador.    Ami  iijt  liur  uuitual  pntrem,  our  kind  af- 
feottani,  aad  our  good  oflicrg  to  onch  other,  by  «itr  BBlBter.  | 
rupte<l  and  Increasing  friendship  hn  fi  may  we  be  preparcl  for 
that  friendship  which  dtulk  cannot  de<itr<>y,  wbitdi  eternity 
cannot  impftir. 
"  Thai  pray*  your  alnoare  and  humble  aervant, 

"Baltr  Saxgeb. 

"CmiBiDOi,  Jnly  t,  Wt." 


H«WM«duDed8ept.l6.1812.  Hufiither,Zed> 

ekiah  Sanger,  D.D.»  pfwobed  the  sermon  tt  kb 
ordination.  Dr.  S:in.rnr  enjoyed  ao  aobrokeo  paitor' 
ate  of  nearly  hulfa  voiitur}'. 

The  greate^it  calamity  which  befdl  the  society  dur- 
ing liie  ministry  was  the  baraing  of  the  ohmob,  Jan. 
20, 1 839.  The  next  moroiog  memben  of  the  aoeiety 
gathered  around  the  smoking  ruins  aod  made  ar> 
ranffcmoTiff?  for  an  informal  parish  meeting;  and  lo 
less  than  eight  months  the  present  house  was  finished 
and  dedioated. 

The  family  of  Dr.  Sanger  was  of  geodold  Paritan 
stock,  and  some  of  his  ancestors  were  among  the  ear- 
liest settlers  in  Pl^'moutli  and  Mas-^achusctts  Biy 
His  father,  Re?.  Zedekiah  Sanger,  D.D.,  graduateti 
at  Harvard  Univeiaity  in  1771,  and  was  aettlod  io 
Dnzbnry,  Haas. ;  afterwards  io  Bridgowatn-^  in  tbe 
same  Stat«\  wh«  ro  he  performed  iho  notive  duties  of 
a  minister  till  liis  denth,  in  1820.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Bowdoia  College, 
He.,  in  1807.  Hit  wife  was  Irene  Freeman,  and 
their  ftmily  ooustated  of  thirteen  ebildreot  eight  aom 
and  five  daughtera,  all  of  whom  readied  years  of  nap 
turity.  Ot'tlie  mm,  Richard  iind  Ralph  were  gradu- 
ates of  Harvard  CuUegu,  and  Zedekiah  of  Brown 
UoiTenity,«t  Provideiioe,  R.  L  Balpb  and  Zedekiah 
became  miniaten. 

Ralph,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  io 
Duxbury,  June  22,  I7S6,  but  spent  rao^it  of  hi« 
juuthful  days  in  Bridgewater.  Ue  wa^  titled  for 
college  bj  bis  father,  aa  was  enatomaiy  in  the  earlier 
days  of  New  Enj^and  when  preparatory  sclioola  wart 
few.  He  entered  Harvard  in  18U4,  his  brother 
Richard  being  at  that  time  tnfor  in  Greek.  In  1808 
be  gruduated  with  the  highest  honors  of  bis  class. 
The  following  year  he  waa  master  of  the  Latin  gram- 
mar  aehool  in  Conoord,  Uass. ;  he  then  returned  to  his 
alma  mater,  and  was  tutor  in  mathematics  for  two 
yciir^ ,  he  thfn  prepared  for  the  ministry  under  the  , 
guidance  of  his  father,  who  had  many  students  undo^ 
his  ean  pnor  to  the  eBtablisbmeot  of  divinity  schools. 
In  1813  he  rerooTod  to  Dover  and  took  charge  of  die 
First  Parish,  at  that  lime  the  only  one  in  town,  living 
in  the  family  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Batlell  ■  ;uul  fre- 
quently having  students  irum  Cambridge  under  his 
care. 

In  1817  bo  was  naarried  to  Charlotte  Kiogmto,  ef 
East  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  and  established  bia  home  in 

the  centre  of  the  town,  where  liin  six  children  were 
born  and  reared.  Ralph,  born  March  31,  1S18.  died 
March  31  (on  bis  birthday),  1850.  George  Part- 
ridge^ born  Not.  27, 1819,  graduated  at  Harvwd  Uai> 
venity,  1840,  and  now  United  Stotea  attorney  for  BHt- 
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ern  Massachusetts,  resides  ai  Ci<tnhriil<:e.  Mass.  C'liar-  pastor  until  April  1,  1Sij3.  when  the  parish  and 
lotto  Kiogouo,  born  Aug.  17, 1822,  married  William  churvb  concurred  iu  extendiug  a  call  to  Kev.  George 
G.  0«iiiMtt,  Oct.  10, 1848,  di«d  Aug.  2, 1871.  Jolin  |  Proctor,  of  Billerim.  Qoorge  Pnwtor  w&i  born  lo 
Wbite,  boTD  March  15,  1^4»  died  tt  Slwoghai,  {  Chdnisford,  Hbm.,  Sept.  5,  1814,  tho  eoD  of  Aza- 
Chtna,  1866;  was  captain  in  East  India  trade.  Sitnon  riah  and  Lucj  (Hodrrman':  Pmctor.  He  receiveti  his 
Green  leaf,  born  March  9,  1827,  CTaduatcd  at  H;ir-  early  eddoation  in  Chchnstord.  in  1 83!>  he  coujiiieuced 
vard  Uaiversitj,  1848,  a  teacher  in  Chicago.  Irene  the  study  of  theology  under  the  instruction  of  Rev. 
Fkcraian,  bom  Aug.  13,  1830,  ft  tcaeher  Id  Boetoa.  j  Suftw  8.  Pope,  who  for  thirty  years  wa^  pastor  of 
Ho  Tended  here  until  July  8»  1867,  when  lut  home  j  the  UoiTcreelnt  Society  to  Hyennis.  April  1, 1840, 
was  destroyed  by  an  incendiary  fire.  In  this  year  he  Mr.  Proctor  was  ordained  and  installed  pustor  of  the 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Har-  Universalist  Society  in  Sterlintr,  where  he  lohorpd  live 
Tard  University.  Ho  then  went  to  Cambridge  and  <  years;  from  that  time  until  April  1,  1847.  he  was 
lived  with  bis  dftii}:hter,  Mtt.  Qunett,  until  his  j  pietor  of  ft  eocioly  in  Hftrrwd,  Uhorin*;  a  portion  of 
deftdi,  in  1860.  Bat  hie  eooneedon  with  his  perwh  |  ill*  time  in  Boxboro* ;  he  was  then  called  to  Billericft, 
remained  unbroken  until  his  lant  illneas.  He  died  HftM»,where  he  remained  until  1854.  He  then  became 
May  6,  1860,  in  the  seventy-fdnrfh  year  of  hisstje.  pastor  of  a  parish  in  Oxford  ;  remained  there  three 
Among  his  people  Dr.  Sanger  always  labored  earn-  years,  when  he  was  recalled  to  tiillcriea,  where  he 
estly  to  promote  their  materiftl,  mors!,  intdleetnel,  and  labored  nz  yeara  more,  makiog  in  all  •  pastorate  of 
qnritnal  wdfiiva.  He  was  the  means  of  eatabliabing  nearly  thirteen  yean  in  that  pbe*.  April  19, 1863, 
a  town  library,  took  a  deep  interest  in  town,  county,  >  he  commenced  his  labors  in  Dover,  and  remained  6vo 
and  Stale  soeiefieg  for  promrition  of  agriculture,  and  years.  One  of  the  most  gratifj^ing  events  of  his 
daring  his  long  ministry,  which  covered  a  period  of  ministry  in  Dover  ooonrred  July  7,  1867,  when 
nearly  forty -seven  years,  acted  as  chairman  of  the  |  twenty-two  pcraona  were  reodved  into  the  church  by 
school  eonmittee.  He  alao  repreaented  the  town  in  •  baptism  and  the  right  hand  of  feUowahip.  He  was 
the  State  Le^ahrtute  three  yeara,  and  was  much  inter-  a  pastor  much  beloved  and  respected  by  his  people, 
ested  in  the  project  of  having  a  railroad  throu;,'h  In  June,  1868,  the  Fnciety  invited  Rev.  Calvin  S. 
the  towQ.  His  pervepiions  were  quick  and  ideas  log-  Locke,  of  West  Dedham,  to  supply  the  pulpit  for  an 
ieal,  and  he  atnve  not  only  to  do  good  himaelf,  but  indefinite  period. 

endcftTored  to  lead  others  to  follow  in  his  footatepa         CbWin  Stonghton  Locke  was  hmn  in  Aeworth,  N. 

Mrs.  Sanger  anrvived  her  husband  twenty-one  11.,  Oct.  11,  1829.  After  the  decease  of  his  parents 
years,  dyin^  at  theatre  of  ninety.  Tij^'ethir  ihev  ho  was  placed,  in  1834.  under  the  guardianship  of  Rev. 
labored  lung  and  faithfully  for  the  good  of  those  Moses  Qerald,  of  AUtead,  N.  H.,  and  was  reared 
around  them ;  both  did  a  work  worthy  of  the  noblert  '  nnder  the  most  prononneed  Oalvinislio  theology.  Ho 
ambition,  and  both  rest  from  their  tabora  in  the  beau-  ^  was  prepared  for  college  at  the  Kimball  Union  Acad- 
tiAd  cemetery  of  Mount  Auburn.  No  better  in.script ion  croy,  Mcriden,  N.  H.,  and  at  Williston  Seminary, 
could  be  placed  upon  their  tomh  than  "  Blessed  are  Easthampton,  Mnwi.  He  pradaated  fruni  Amherst 
the  peace-makers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  i  College  in  1849.  After  teaching  two  years  in  Essex, 
of  God."  •  Mass.,  be  entered  the  Divinity  School  of  Harvard 

After  the  realgnatioii  of  Mr.  Sao^fer  the  aoeiety  ;  Univeiaity  and  graduated  in  1854.  December  6th  of 
united  in  extending  an  invitation.  Nov.  8,  1858,  to  tlie  same  year  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Third 
Rev.  K<!ward  I?arker.  a  graduate  nt^  Meadville  Theo-  Parish  of  Dcdham.  His  ministry  in  this  parish 
logical  School,  Pennsylvania,  to  i>eitie  with  theui  as  continued  untilJuly,  1804,  when  he  opened  a  privato 
eotleagne  with  Bev.  Ralph  Sanger,  with  a  salary  of  school  in  West  Dedham.  A(\cr  supplying  the  pulpit 
five  hundred  dolhus.  The  invitation  waa  accepted  |  at  Dover  eleven  years,  he  resigned  hia  ohaige,  much 
Nov.  15, 18&8,,and  Mr.  Barker  was  soon  ordained,  to  the  regret  of  the  lociety.  During  hia  pastorate  the 
aod  commenced  in  the  labor  of  the  roini;--try.  Mr.  society  procurcil  now  hymn  luiok^.  renovated  the 
Barker  was  pastor  of  the  church  a  little  more  than  church,  obtained  a  cabinet  organ  for  the  Sunday- 
two  years,  hu  labor  terminating  Dec.  17,  1860.  Af-  .  school,  and  replaced  the  pipe  organ  with  a  better  in- 
ter Mr.  Barker'a  withdrawal  the  pulpit  waa  snpplwd  strument.  Hudi  of  this  work  waa  due  to  the  Idbor 
for  a  while  by  Rev.  Horatio  Alger,  of  South  Natick ;  |  and  innnence  of  the  paator.  The  society  still  hold 
but  he  sfwn  felt  that  the  work  wa.'^  tdii  lalioriou!?  to  he  him  in  lovinir  reroemberancc.  Since  his  rcsi'/nation 
continued  in  cunuection  with  the  care  of  his  own  par-  he  has  and  is  devoting  his  time  and  labor  to  the  pri- 
iah  io  Natick,  and  the  society  was  without  a  settled    vate  school  which  be  established  in  1864. 
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Id  1880  the  parish  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  Eugene 
Be  Nonnandie,  ot  Shwboro,  wbo  ttill  dind«B  hii  la- 
bon  betweeii  the  sooieUes  of  Sherborn  and  Dover. 

The  deacons  of  the  church  since  its  Torniation  have 
been  Ralph  Day,  Joshua  Ellip,  Jowph  Haven,  Eben- 
ezer  Newell,  Noah  Haven,  Kbeuezer  dmith,  Eplir.tiiu 
Witsoa,  JomtlMn  Battolle,  Ralph  Battellc,  Joseph 
Lfenabee»  Asa  Tlidbot,  Joa^b  A.  Smith.  | 

The  Second  Congregationalist  Church. — This 
church  was  organized  December  28,  1838.   In  1812 
Rev.  Ralph  Sanger  was  settled  as  Mr.  Carol's  suo- 
eeator  by  a  eouDcU  of  neighboring  pastors,  wbo  were  j 
aatiafiad  with  hia  ezamination  on  the  reoeived  ofeed  { 
of  the  New  England  Congregational  Churches. 

Tt  was  discovered,  however,  ere  lontr  that  he  did 
Qot  preach  clearly  evangelical  truths,  and  gradually 
tbia  became  ao  apparent  and  unaatiafiietoiy  that  those 
who  rqpieseoted  and  loved  the  faith  of  the  fathen 
felt  compelled  to  witbdfvir.    Ader  seeking  for  a  time 
spiritual  homes  in  neighboring  towns,  they  organized, 
with  others  from  the  old  parish,  a  society  for  the 
exprcsd  purpo-se  of  bttilding  a  sanctuary  of  their  own,  , 
on  the  aite  of  the  old  mecdog-bouae,  which  waa  dedi- 1 
eatnd  JiuK  27.  18:]0.   TIic  sermon  on  the  occasion 
waa  preached  by  Kev.  8.  Aiken.  D.D  ,  nf  the  Park 
Street  CKorob,  Boston.     The  church  was  reorgan- 
ised Oetober  23d  of  the  same  jear.   Tbia  leoi^i- 1 
sation  (in  legal  form  the  Second  Chnreh)  waa  necea-  I 
saty  because,  accordinj:  to  the  ruling  of  the  courts, 
the  original  claiicli  1i:iviii'_'  witliJniwn,  thosp  vvlio 
withdrew  from  the  society  couid  not  lawfully  carry 
any  portion  of  the  funds  with  them ;  thus  the  old 
aoeiety  held  the  property.   The  fiiat  minister  waa  j 
the  Rev.  Oeorg*'  Clmmiiion.  who  was  aotiveiD  form- 
ing th<»  new  church,  and  wbof^ft  name,  with  that  of 
bis  wife,  heads  the  list  of  membership. 

He  left  Dec.  5,  1841,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Rowell  Tenn^,  who  supplied  eight  months. 
Rev.  Alfred  Greenwood  came  September,  1842,  and 
romrtincd  till  1843,  when  Rev.  Calvin  White  anp- 
plied  (he  pulpit  until  June  2U,  1847. 

Rev.  Oramel  W.  Cooley  was  orduioed  and  installed  , 
Hay  4,  1848.    His  connection  with  the  eburch  ' 
mised  in  the  summer  of  1850.    The  Rev.  John 
Haskell  was  ordained  Dec  2,  1850.    Mr.  Haskell 
resigned  Nov,  3,  \S'y>i. 

Until  June,  ISfiH,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  the 
Revs.  Wright,  Carver,  Small,  Peabody,  and  others,  I 
when  the  Rev.  T.  S.  Norton  was  invited  to  become  | 
pastor,  and,  witlirmt  a  formal  si  tilt  ment,  remained 
until  January,  lyiSt),     After  Mr.  Norton,  whose 
pastorate  was  the  longest  since  1839,  Rev.  J.  G.  | 
Wilson  and  othen  ooonpied  the  pulpit.   Rev.  S.  C.  ' 


Strong,  of  South  Natiuk,  also  supplied  the  pulpit. 
The  parish  had  beoome  weakened  by  divisions,  and  the 
pulpit  waa  supplied  mostly  by  theologioal  studeott 

until  187.5,  when  the  Rev.  John  Wood,  of  Wellesley, 
was  thr  nnn  refident  minir«ter  for  abont  three  years, 
and  luadu  hituseif  quite  as  efficient  os  if  living  aiuung 
the  people, — unitingdiscordant  elements, and reoeiving 
new  aeeeasiona  to  the  eommnnloa.  About  this  time 
the  Charles  River  prayer-meeting,  whidi  Was  started 
durinir  Mr.  Norton's  ministry,  became  a  regular  Sab- 
bath afternoon  service,  under  the  care  of  the  churoh  io 
Dover.  In  1878  the  Home  Misiioo«ry  Sodety  miML 
the  South  Natick  and  Dover  aoeietiea,  and  callad 
the  Rev.  Peirce  Pinch  to  settle  over  them.  He  was 
instaUcfl  .July  25,  1878.  This  union  of  churches 
was  dis.solvcd  May  18,  1880.  By  the  action  of  the 
Home  Mismmary  Society,  CSurleB  Biver  and  Dom 
sodetiea  were  united,  and  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Brown- 
ville  invited  to  become  pastor  over  the  two  societies 
in  June,  1880.  Mr.  Brownville  resigned  in  June, 
1882.  Rev.  I.  N.  B.  Ueadly  and  others  supplied 
until  September,  1882,  when  the  Rev.  P.  C.  Headlj 
eommeneed  to  supply  the  pulpit,  and  is  now  the  reri* 
dent  pa.stor.  The  Charles  River  aodety  withdrew 
from  the  Dovor  society  al>i)iii  tliis  time. 

The  deacons  of  the  church  since  its  formation  are 
aa  follows!  Daniel  Cbickeriog,  chosen  Got.  31, 1839; 
died  Jan.  17,  1872.  Calvin  Bigelow,  chosen  Oct 
:U,  1839',  died  Jan.  24,  1872.  James  Chickering, 
t  ln-spn  May  9,  1872;  died  Oct.  20,  1975.  Prp?fott 
FiMke,  chosen  Nov.  13, 1878,  for  five  years ;  resigned. 
Ebeu  Higgins,  chosen  Nov.  13,  1878,  for  three 
yean;  term  ezpared  Nov.  13,  1881.  Riefaard  P. 
Mills,  chosen  Nov.  5,  1881 ;  removed  to  Rockport 
in  1883.  James  McGill,  chosen  Dec.  17,  1882. 
Rev.  T.  S.  Nortnri,  chosen  April  28,  1883. 

Ilie  Baptist  Cliurch. — A  number  of  persons  pro- 
fessing the  Baptist  (kith,  reaidiog  in  Needhau^,  NaUdc, 
and  Dover,  formed  themselves  into  a  church  in  1837, 
to  ho  known  as  the  Needham  and  Dover  Bapti< 
Church.  Jn  1 838  a  chapel  was  Iniilt  and  dtnlicaled 
at  Charles  River  village  for  the  acvomiuodutioo  of 
all.  They  wero  pnblidy  reoogniied  hy  an  ecetedas- 
tical  council  as  a  Baptist  Church.  Other  churches 
haviiJi:  liccii  forme*]  in  tlic  tu'i^jhhoriiiij  towns,  it  was 
thoii'jht  cx|)cilicnt  in  ]S')9  to  move  the  cliapel  to  its 
present  location.  The  church  was  well  attended  for 
a  number  of  years,  the  pulpit  being  supplied  alaMUt 
wholly  by  students  fit>m  the  Hapfi.'^t  Theological  Sem- 
inary at  Newton.  Sherman  Baitelle,  K»i\.,  and  Dia- 
con  .Tnhn  K^nriek  labored  many  years  for  its  pros- 
perity, but  the  numbers  being  small,  it  was  deemd 
advisable  lo  diacontinue  paUie  i 
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The  fint  Saoday-eobool  io  (owd  waa  organized  April ,  | 
181 8,  bj  Mr.  and  Mts.  Leoaud  Buttelle^  at  CharlM  j 

River  village,  over  the  store  of  Capt.  Newell,  for  the 
IDBtruction  of  the  p^nple  laboring;  in  the  mills.  I/ittlo 
is  known  of  this  early  Suoday-school,  as  it  existed 
odIj  a  few  years.  Some  years  later  aootber  waa  or- 
ganued  in  aoDnaotioD  wUb  (be  First  Pariab  Cbureli. 
In  1822,  Miss  Mary  Perry,  being  then  a  taaeber  in 
tin"  *  'eiitre  District  School,  wishing  to  encourasro  an  | 
intercut  in  religioas  exercises,  invited  her  pupils  to 
commit  paiuuiges  of  Scripture  and  verses  of  hymoa  to 
be  repeated  to  ber  Monday  momiiig.  Some  of  tbe 
pupils  entered  upoo  the  duties  witb  pleamre;  bnt  as 
the  intprest  5nprrase<l,  ip-ilnii':i(ts  arose,  and  gome  nf 
th('  }><  ople  cumplaioed  that  too  much  tinic  was  takcu  ^ 
from  ihe  public  school  duties.  Miss  Perry  then  in- 
vited the  acbolara  to  neet  her  in  tbe  aobool-boiMe 
Sanday  noons.  Thia  in?itation  was  aeeepted,  and  a 
larger  number  was  soon  in  attendance  than  conltl  be 
acenmmodated.  In  1824  tbe  isehooi  was  moved  to 
tbe  church,  but  the  instructors  received  but  few  ex-  ! 
preeaioDS  of  eneoaragement  or  sympathy  from  pastor 
or  people. 

Nearly  all  of  the  SuMday  scluiols  in  early  tinrres 
were  held  in  Hchool-linuM's  durinLr  tlu^  warm  weather,  ' 
discontinuiug  during  the  winter  uionlhii,  and  having 
hat  little  or  oo  eooneetioa  with  tbe  dinroh. 

Revolntionasy  Wir.— 'Amid  tbe  oarei  andlabora 
of  a  pioneer  life  onr  nncestnrs  wfrr  earlv  called  to  de-  ■ 
fend  the  ri;_'iits  and  liberties  of  their  homes  in  the 
wildemeiis.    Ou  the  niurning  uf  April  19,  1775,  as 
(he  Britiah  troopa  marebed  towarda  Lexiogton,  a 
neaBenger,  a  .sham  of  tbe  toil  of  F^ul  Revere,  was 
sent  into  the  country  to  arouse  the  people  to  defend 
their  homes.    Dover,  then  a  precinct  of  Dedham,  ' 
waa  ready  to  respoud  to  ihe  patriotic  call.  Sixty- 
e^t  fmve  men  went  forth,  and  one  (Charles  Haveo)  | 
never  returned.    Two  months  later,  June  17th,  at  ' 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  as   Col.  Preseott   led  lii.s 
tliou-<an<l  men  to  occupy  tbe  heights  of  Charlestown. 
we  Uud  our  noblo  men  among  the  number,  and  one  | 
(Aetoii  Whiting),  ready  to  be  among  the  d^bnders,  1 
left  bis  oxen  sad  plow  in  the  field.  Hu  wife  un-  ' 
yoked  the  oxen  and  turned  them  to  pasture,  but  the 
plow  remained  in  the  unfinished  furrow  until  his 
return  three  months  later.    When   Washington  : 
reached  Boatoo,  s  fbrtoight  after  (he  battle  of  Bvnker 
Hill,  be  finand  a  large  body  of  volanteos  ready  to  be  { 
organized  and  disciplined  as  soldiers. 

Then  in  May,  1775,  when  it  was  decided  by  some 
of  the  patriots  to  secure  Tioonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  we  find  Nathaniel  Obiekeriog,  Lient  Lemna)  | 
Biehavda,  Heaea  Bidiaids,  Tbadena  Biebards,  John  ' 


Jones,  and  Bariah  Sndth  among  the  brave  to  capture 
theaa  fiirta.  One  ef  the  nniriHir,  John  Jooea,  died 
at  Crown  Point,  with  smallpox,  July  4, 1776. 

The  last  precinct  meeting  warned  io  "  Ris  Majnsty's" 
name  was  April  21,  1774.  Prom  that  time  until 
Sept.  29,  1777,  the  meetings  were  warned  aa  free- 
holden  and  inhabitants  of  the  Fourth  PrednoL 
Ailer  that  date  they  were  warned  in  the  name  of  tbe 
government  and  people  of  Mussaeliuseff s  Bny.  Large 
sums  of  money  were  granted  from  time  to  time  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

The  town  of  Dedham  deohred  its  independenee 
May  27.  1776. 

The  foUowing  is  the  form  of  tbe  oath  of  alle* 
gianoe : 

"  We,  tbe  8ub«erib«r(,  eucb  one  of  ue  for  himself,  do  Italy  and 
■limrtly  aAnawledg*,  prafiim,  tasttty,  aad  d«a1ar«  that  tk« 

Commonwealth  of  M«»»chuAetls  in,  and  of  ri^lit  might  to  bo, 
a  free  soToreign  niid  indc|i«DdeDt  .State.  Ami  1  do  swenr  that 
I  will  bear  true  faith  sad  allegianee  to  the  laid  CommonweaUli, 
and  that  I  will  defend  the  same  agninet  traitorous  conrpiractea 
and  all  bo«tile  atleinpta  whatsoever.  And  that  I  do  renouno* 
and  aljara  all  alligianm,  •abjection,  and  obedieoM  ta  the  King, 
Qaeen,  or  OoTeniinvnt  of  Oroat  Britain  (as  tha  aaao  m*j  bo), 
and  cverv  other  Fore'xfpt  Power  whataoevor ;  and  that  do  VoT' 
eign  Prince,  Porfon,  Prelate,  .State,  or  Potenlate  hnt!i  or  '.ii  i;lit 
to  have  may  juriadiotioo,  auparioritj,  Pro-eminoaee,  Authority, 
Di»pen«lng  orothor  Poworia  mnj  natter,  oivil,  eee(e*tull«al,er 
(|nrieuiil,  «i!li;r-  thi«  Gonimonvnltii,  except  the  Authority  and 
Power  which  ia  or  tuaj  b«  vested  by  their  oonHituentu  in  the 
Oongiw  of  the  United  Sutee.  And  T  do  further  (eetify  and 
declare  that  no  man  or  li-.Iv  nf  mon  liitfh  or  cnn  hare  any 
right  to  absolve  or  dischaigi!  luc  i'raiu  th^  ubligalion  of  this 
onth,  declaration,  or  nffirmatioo.  .\nd  that  I  do  make  tbi.i  Ao- 
knowlcd!;menl.  Profession,  Testitnony,  Denial,  Deelaration, 
Renunaiation,  and  Abjuration  hmrtily  and  truly,  according  t« 
the  oommOB  meaning  and  ao<M>ptation  of  the  forc{(oiD^  words, 
wilboutaay  eqaivocatioa.  mental  era«ion,  or  aeoret  reeerratioa 
whatsoever.  So  help  joa  Ood." 

The  following  names  will  show  the  readiness  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  dnty  in  this  trying  lime: 

Joseph  Cliceiiy,  .Tamea  Cheeny,  and  Nathaniel  Miller 
i:uarded  Biir::i line's  troops  one  hundred  and  fifty 
davH.  Ellis  Whitioii,  Michael  Bacon,  Jonathan  Bat- 
lelio  guarded  Governor's  Island  thirty-three  days. 
Capt.  Bbensaer  Battetle,  Lieut.  Asa  Rieharda,  John 
Cheeny,  Adam  Jon^,  Stephen  Gay,  Samuel  Farring- 
ton,  John  riiiekeriug,  Hezekiah  Battelle,  am!  Khen- 
ezer  Biitt.ili'  guarded  Roxbury  fourteen  days. 
Bariah  Smith,  Ebcneser  Ricliards,  Jeremiah  Bacon, 
Jr.,  Heaea  Baoon,  Joaiab  Bacon,  Jr.,  guarded  a( 
Bosbniy  and  Providence  seventeen  days.  Jabas 
Whitinrr.  D.iiHL-l  Cliiekerinp;,  Thomas  Leath,  John 
Hniwn,  Jesse  Richards.  Luke  Dean,  Elijah  Dewings, 
Nathan  Cook,  Ichabod  Farringtou,  Abijah  iUchards, 
Aaron  Fairbanks,  John  Dnqper,  Thomaa  Leatherbee, 
Bariah  Smith,  and  Samnel  Chiekering  guarded  in  and 
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•nttnd  Boston  ftom  «gbt  to  on«  hmidred  uid  sevon- 
(eeo  dajs.  Many  held  tho  soldier  a  rank  and  three 
vrerc  oflScers. — Col.  Daniel  Whiting,  Lieut.  Ebenezer 
Newell,  aod  Capt.  Hesekiah  Aileo.  Their  oamea 
may  Iw  read  on  Um  mon^wrered  stooM  as  they  sleep 
baiwatli  the  aod  in  the  qniet  of  onr  loved  and  hal- 
lowed cemetery.  Ebenezer  Wilkinsco  aod  Daniel 
Fuller  were  drafted  to  serve  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Civil  War. — We  would  not  forget  our  brave  sods 
and  lm>thm  who  riaked  fortnno  and  life  to  free  the 
ahve  and  drfeod  the  flag  of  onr  nation,  and  aa  tliej 
bnekled  on  their  armor  in  its  defbnae  teayfvl  eyes  and 
heavy  hi  arts  were  left  behind. 

Thirty-three  enlisted  and  sixteen  laid  down  their 
fivee  for  the  eonntiy  they  loved.  And  as  we  plant 
the  myrtle  and  the  roee  over  these  patriot  graves  may 
oar  prayers  be  that  the  nation's  blood  may  never  flow 
again  to  waah  away  the  atain  of  the  oppressor  or  tho 
foe. 

The  following  is  a  fiat  of  the  names  of  the  soUiera 
who  served  in  the  dvil  war : 


H«nrj  H.  Ayrw. 
Calvin  A\  rv. 
Abnbiua  Bigoluw. 
Ob«t«r  A.  Bigalew. 

J»ine«  A.  Baldwin. 
Andiew  W.  B»rU«tt. 

John  M.  Bruwn. 
Ju»c|>b  A.  Copeland. 
Jouet  Caroy. 
Tbeodor«  L.  Ounn. 
FtrM  L.  Pearinif. 
Geurgo  W.  Fearing. 
Jobo  ¥ro»t  (narj). 
Lawii  N.  Gonldlng. 
BdwiB  F. 
Emrj  J.  Haska. 
Wintaa  Q.  Hart. 
Willard  Holobkit«  (nary ). 
C.  Dwight  llantcumb. 
OaMf*  R.  Markbam. 
B]bridg«  L.  Mmid. 


JsiD«  a.  Mann. 

Ki;i-  .M.»r<l..n. 
WilliAU)  Mania. 
ThoBnaa  If  anroa. 
Robert  Mitohell  (navy). 
George  E.  Miller. 
Ttmotby  Ragaa. 
Howard  A.  Stapl«t. 
Lewis  ginitb. 
Frr..i,.ri,,:  K.  Bmltll. 
John  £,  Strang. 
Astel  H.  Tiidala. 
I.cvi  A.  Tiilbol. 
B«iuauiin  TboouM. 
Sainaal  0.  Tboaiat. 

I  ttlliri;iir  Wlj  U  i II 

Daniel  WhitlDK. 
WilHaa  Wbitiag. 
Albert  Woi«N. 
Ueorgo  H.  Wi««, 
Jamet  Welob. 
Patrick  Wall. 


Doonmeiitavy  Siatory.^— A  pettibn,  aigned  Jan. 

16,  1782,  wasixcsentcd  to  the  General  Court,  pray-  j 
inj:  that  tlie  precinct  mijrht  he  incorporated  a*  a  town. 
It  passed  in  the  liousc,  was  sent  to  the  ii^enato,  rend  ; 
the  first  time,  and  on  the  saoend  tending  waa  rejeoted,  • 
April  23,  1782.  The  Fourth  Prednet  of  Dedham  | 
voted,  March  17,  1784,  to  apply  again  to  the  Gen- 
eral (Vnrt  to  bfi  ineorporritcd       a  town,  and  .Tolin 
Junes,  Joseph  Haven,  and  Joiin  Keed  were  chosen 
agents  to  present  the  memorial  of  tho  inhabitants  to 
the  Qeneral  Court.   Humbly  showing  by  their  pett-  I 
tion  the  great  inconvenienee  uii<l<  r  which  they  la- 
bored, not  being  an  incorporated  body ;  that  many  ^ 


of  the  tnhabitonta  of  the  prednet  wen  eUigad  to 

travel  from  eight  to  twenty  miles  to  attend  the  town- 
meetings,  and  by  reason  of  the  extra  distance,  the 
badness  of  tbc  ways,  and  oftentimes  deep  snows  and 
Stormy  seasons,  there  would  not  be  more  than  thrm 
or  fonr  of  the  preeinet  at  the  town-meeting  whea 
matters  of  importance  were  transacted  ;  also,  that  a 
eonsideraWe  number  of  the  precinct,  being  worrie^i 
with  such  unreasonable  toil  aod  travel,  had  det^- 
mincd  several  yean  ago  never  to  attend  wurtlier  town* 
meeting  at  sneh  ineonvenienee ;  and  althoogh  thej 
were  not  many  in  number  or  opulent,  still  if  ihsf 
were  smaller  in  number  and  of  lesa  ability,  they  were 
under  an  absolute  necessity  of  being  incorporated  as* 
town.  This  petition  psased  in  the  Hoose  of  BeprS' 
sentatives  bnt  wss  rejected  in  the  Senate,  as  the 
numbers  in  the  precinct  were  below  the  number  re- 
quired for  a  representative.    The  inhabitant?  then 
met,  June  28, 1774,  and  prepared  a  draft  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Oenend  Court,  to  be  ineorponted  into 
a  district  with  the  same  boandaries  as  when  a  pre- 
einot.    This  petition  was  accepted,  and  the  precinct 
was  incorporated  into  a  district  by  the  name  of  Dover, 
Jttly  6,  1784,  with  tho^e  provisioos,  that  the  inbab- 
itentsof  the  prednet  pay  all  the  tans  nnd  debia  due 
the  town  of  Dedham ;  abo,  relinquish  all  the  rights, 
titles,  anil  interest  in  the  work-house,  school  money, 
and  all  iloniitions  and  public  privileges  in  the  town  of 
Dedham ;  also,  that  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Dedham  give  nodce  fifteen  days  at  least  beJbn 
ehoodng  a  representative,  to  meet  with  the  town  of 
Dover  to  choose  a  represent  at  ive.    The  first  public 
meeting  of  (he  district  was  held  Aug.  9,  17R4  -ii  i 
the  following  officers  chosen  :  Selectmen,  John  Junco, 
Esq.,  Deacon  Joseph  Haven,  aod  Lieut.  Ebeneaar 
Newdl;  Tkeasnrar,  William  Whiting;  Theodon 
Newell,  constable  and  collector.  May  9, 1785,  the  town 
of  Dedham  nnd  district  of  Dover  made  clioice  of 
Nathaniel  Kingsbury  and  Samuel  Dexter  to  represent 
the  town  and  district  in  the  Qeneral  Court.  Marofa 
4, 1790,  the  district  of  Dover,  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, wns  annexed  to  the  town  of  MedfieM  fur  chooe* 
inir  repre^entativea  for  the  future.    In  CDltmial  davs 
many  ot  the  towns,  on  account  of  the  small ness  of 
their  numbers,  did  not  send  representatives.  Then 
each  town  pud  its  representative  and  were  fined  if 
one  waa  not  sent,  delegates  ofkcn  bdng  sent  to  pedtioB 
the  court  to  remit  the  fine. 

A  petition  wa.s  presented  to  the  Lecri-slature,  Feb. 
17,  1836,  praying  to  be  iueurporated  into  a  to«D> 
having  asoertained  that  theie  were  more  than  oas 
hundred  «nd  fifty  ratable  polls,  bemg  the  numb^ 
sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  n  f^raaentakive  of  (bar 
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own.  Thu  patatMB  mm  pnweiited  by  Wilter  StpiM, 
Lowell  IWf ,  and  TSittothy  Allm,  NtaetmeD  of  tho 

district.  The  petition  was  granted  Bfarob  31,  1836, 
and  Dover,  having  been  fifty-f>ix  ypsrs  h  precinct  and 
fifty-two  a  district,  became  a  town  poasesaed  of  aU  the 
duties  niid  liabilities  of  otbor  (owni  of  tbo  oommoD- 
wealib. 

RepresratatiTet  to  the  Genenl  Court  ba?e  been 
foUowa: 


I'Tfl.  Rpr.  RfiljiVi  Cangcr. 

]M0.  C»lvin  Kicbarda 

1844.  Rer.  Ralph  gnnger. 

I$t5.  £iuab  P«rry,  Jr. 

]S46.  Rer.  Ralph 5>iinger. 
1850.  " 

mi.  Calvin  Ri«liMdi. 


TSS?.  Jlev.  Ttal).?!  <:Ang«r. 
I86H.  Henry  Hortoo. 
1864.  Theodore  Dooa. 
18«9.  Abner  L.  Smith. 
1871.  AuiM  W.  Sbomwajr. 
1877.  Joba  Hnnplireur* 


In  1754,  En8%n  Jobn  Jones  was  diosen  to  pro- 
onre  a  burial-cloth  for  the  precinct.  In  1774  the  in- 
habitants voted  that  they  vrill  not  drink  any  kind  of 
India  tea,  or  allow  their  iainilieti  to  use  it.  A  com- 
mittee of  eleven  were  chosen  to  make  inqairiles  if  any 
psnoos  Tiolate  Ibeir  engaisenieols. 

Is  1786  a  pound  was  built.  In  1787  the  Farm 
Bridge  wns  b«tlt.  lii  1794  cattle  and  swine  %rcre 
allowed  to  run  at  large.  In  1795  guide-po<^i,'s  were 
erected  in  various  ports  of  the  town.  In  1780  taxes 
were  grievous  to  be  borne,  and  great  bardsbips  eodored 
on  aoeount  of  it.  lo  1800  it  was  voted  to  build  a 
powder-hnnso  on  the  l:iii<i  of  dipt.  Paniuot  Fisher. 
It  mm  built  by  Obed  Burridgc,  and  was  suid  in  1845. 
Fifty  dollars  were  voted  to  support  the  siujjing- 
sehool  in  1830.  Cenans,  Maj  2rl,  1837, 618.  In 
1843  it  was  voted  that  citiiens  bare  the  privil^^  of 
takincr  tip  lots  in  the  burial-ground,  not  to  exceed 
twenty  feet  square ;  it  w;is  alsto  voted  to  iiiy  ''nt  walks 
and  set  out  trees.  Elijah  Perry,  Calviu  liicbards, 
and  Luther  Baatnan  were  diown  a  oominittee  to 
heStttiQr  tod  iopiOTO  the  burial-grounds.  In  1845 
tTthintrinen  werr  chosen.  In  18(12  it  wa.s  voted  to 
pay  two  hundred  dollars  to  volunteers  who  would  en- 
li^  tu  lill  tlie  quota  of  the  town.  In  1876  the 
popalation  was  646. 

Poor. — For  many  years  the  poor  of  the  town  were 
boarded  in  families,  wherever  they  could  be  aucom-  | 
modated.  Later  a  farm  waf  bought  for  a  home  for  I 
the  poor,  which  was  afterward  sold  at  public  auction. 
In  1866,  Joseph  Lstnbes  beqaeathed  all  bis  raol  and 
panonal  estate  to  the  town,  tbe  ineome  to  be  naed 
for  the  comfort  and  benefit  of  poor  persons,  who  had 
a  lecral  settlement  in  Dover.  He  especially  recom- 
mended that  tbe  trustees  use  a  portion  for  the  aged 
and  ftsUi  who  eonM  not  fUly  naintain  tbemaelTea. 

MaofttiMiil. — Not  oolj  wens  our  aneeators  inter- 


eated  in  rdijpooB  adTancemeat,  but  the  eanse  of  pnblio 
inatmetion  rseeived  their  aariy  attention.   In  1759 

an  ordf  r  f'  r  7<.  4«/.  was  granted  to  Timothy  EUb  fyt 
mending  the  windows  to  the  .':chool-hfiu«e  the  y^ar 
before.  Also,  previous  to  this  an  order  without  date 
was  granted  to  Thomas  Jselcson  for  £31  6t.  8f2L,  for 
bis  wife  Leonora  tsaebing  aebool  at  Mr.  Bacon's 
bonae.  The  fint  predoot  meetings,  1748,  were  held 
in  n  «<'hool-houso  near  the  dwclUntr-hou.'^e  of  ,Io<.eph 
Ctiickering.  This  acbool-bousc  must  have  hem  owned 
by  iodividoals,  aa  in  a  precinct  meeting,  March  6, 
1761,  the  inhabitants  wished  to  remoTo  the  sohooU 
house  to  a  more  convenient  place  near  the  meeting- 
house, but  the  proprietors  would  not  consent  to  have 
it  removed,  lu  1762  the  inhabitants  applied  to  Ded- 
ham  for  their  proporibo  of  school  money  doe  the 
Fourth  Fraoinet.  Voted,  M arah  21 , 1763,  to  build  a 
new  sohool-bou.se,  '  opposite  to  y'  north  side  of  y'  roect- 
ing-house,  on  lund  of  I  h-n.  .Josliuii  Kllis."  "  Then  Pea. 
Joshua  E.iis  made  an  open  declaration  to  y'  said  pre- 
cinct, that  he  did  give  to  y*'  said  precinot  tbe  land 
pitobod  upon  for  y*  nae  of  a  aehool-boose  and  yard, 
▼is.,  four  rods  square  ;  the  southerly  line  of  y*"  said 
?")»inrc  to  bound  gouth  on  the  highway  that  Icids  hy 
the  north  i<ido  of  the  mceting-bouse."  "  And  the 
said  precinct  accepted  the  same,  and  voted  their 
thanks  to  Dea.  Joshua  £liis  fbr  the  said  land."  Aa 
appropriation  of  twentj-ivo  pounds  was  made  to 
build  the  .'^eliofil-hoiiRe. 

Voted,  April  4,  1785,  to  build  two  new  school- 
bouses,  one  in  the  west  and  one  in  the  cast  part  of 
the  town.  Appropruted  £26  for  building  each.  In 
1785  granted  to  Jeremiah  Bacon  .£3  12«.  8</.,  tor  keep- 
ing f*clio<il  in  the  rentre  division  for  the  winter.  Also 
gave  au  order  for  jC3  June  i.  178<),  to  Mi.s.s  Mary 
Whiting,  for  teaching  in  the  Centre  division.  In 
1789  gave  an  order  to  Paul  Whiting  for  £2  8«.  Oif., 
for  his  wife  teaching  in  the  East  division.  In  1791 
paid  John  Jones  11«.  4'/.  in  part  for  his  services  as 
{ichool  committee.  In  IB'iO,  Rev,  Ualpli  Sanger,  Jo- 
siah  Ncvell,  and  Noah  Finke  were  elected  school  com- 
mittee. In  1838  voted  to  define  sehool  district  limits, 
to  be  designated  as  the  cai^t,  west,  und  centre  districts. 
"  The  iidi;ihitanf.-i  of  tlu>  .-outh  part  of  the  town  to 
draw  their  proportion  of  tbe  school  money  by  the 
scholar." 

In  1796  voted  to  grsot  fifty-five  pounds  for  sehool- 
ing.   In  1798  voted  two  hundrod  dolfaus  for  the  use 

of  the  schools. 

The  Centre  division  in  1  ^'SS  eon^istwl  of  fifty-two 
families,  and  ninety-nine  scholars  between  tbe  ages 
of  fenr  and  twenty-one.  It  being  so  large  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  divide  it  into  two  districts,  and 
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what  b  oow  koowB  as  the  Kortb  diatriot  wm  wt  off.  '  oflioe  was  aaitabltahad  there  were  two  naib  duiag 

In  1839  it  was  voted  each  Aitriet  ohoose  a  prudential  !  the  week,  Wednesday  aDd  Saturday. 
comniiKvc.  Tu  1841  it  wan  voted  to  build  a  new  Tlie  fir>t  postmaster,  John  Williams,  was  bnrn  io 
scIkmiI-Ihui.sc  in  tlu'  West  district,  the  old  one  beiof?  too  Gmton.  In  early  life  he  moved  to  Dedbam,  married 
small  fur  the  number  of  scholars  atteodtug  \  oeiliug  Sally  B.  Sioue,  of  that  town,  and  resided  there  aeveial 
being  ao  low  in  that  part  of  the  house  where  the  jeara.  He  then  ean«  to  Dover,  eatebliahed  a  faelelt 
seats  and  writing-dtNsks  were  located  that  a  person  of  wh«>re  many  a  weary  traveler  was  refreshed  at  the 
medium  height  could  not  stand  erect.  In  1851  vutcJ  bountiful  bMurd,  as  the  fuur-hnrse  coueh  from  Wtxn- 
to  hiwo  school  reports  [>riuted.  In  1B64  voted  that  socket  Falls  tarried  nn  itj,  way  to  Boston.  In  c  n 
the  .schuoi  committee  chouse  a  supcriuteodeot,  with  a  ncctiou  with  the  huiul  be  kept  a  livery  Htabie  and 
salary  of  thirty  dollars  per  year.  In  1865  the  South  j  store.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  many  years,  and  haU 
diatriet  formed  a  anion  with  Walpole  and  Dedbam.  |  other  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  towo.  At 
In  18G9  the  (li-trict  system  was  abolished.  his  decease,  Feljraary,  1340,  Rev.  Ral[)1i  SanL'er  wis 

The  money  for  schools  was  divided  for  many  years  appointed  postniast«T  and  held  the  office  twenty-two 
between  the  districts  in  proportion  as  each  district  ^  years,  resigning  •ianuary,  1862.  it  waa  daring  Lu 
paid  taxes  for  their  snpport.  |  term  of  ofioe  that  daily  maik  were  establlslied.  Hm 

Id  1884  the  town  apptopnated  twelvn  hundred  .  mail  previous  to  1861  was  brought  by  stsgnfhmt  Wet 
dollars  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  that,  with  the    Icslcy  to  South  Natick  for  several  years,  then  to  Ne«d- 
dog-tax  and  share  of  State  Pchoo!  Fund,  gives  about    ham  until  the  railroad  was  built  through  the  town, 
sixteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  maintenance  of  the  i     In  January,  18(i:i,  Isaac  Howe,  the  third  post' 
fbur  schools.  master,  was  appointed.   Mr.  Horn  waa  a  natiftt  of 

There  aiu  one  hundred  and  five  children  ra  the  '  Fnmingham.  He  married  BeM^  WiUiamn,  the  sol; 
town  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  who  atfoml  child  of  the  first  postmaster,  and  oontinued  the  hotel 
the  public  schools.  There  beinj^  no  ]\'vzh  Scliuol,  all  and  store  several  years  aft*^  the  death  of  Mr.  Wil- 
who  wish  to  pursue  their  studies  attend  schools  of  a  Hams.  3Ir.  llowc  resigned  January,  1875,  when  his 
higher  grade  in  the  adjoining  towns.  J  son,  0.  Ij.  Howe,  the  present  poatmaster,  waa  ap> 

Women  havebeeneleotedasnMmbenof  the  sebool  j  pointed.  There  are  now  two  mails  daily,  a.m.  sad 
committee,  aod  have  served  as  auperinlendents  for  the  '  F.ii.f  fVom  Boston. 

past  eleven  year?.  Library. — The  fir7?t  library  in  town  wa««  onrani«<d 

The  following  names  will  show  the  interest  that  during  the  early  ministry  of  Rev.  Kaiph  Sanger,  tod 
ban  been  manifested  to  procure  a  liberal  edaeatbn,all  was  known  as  the  Proprktois'  Library  Assoeiatisa. 
having  received  «  college  edueatiou  or  were  memhem  '  It  consisted  of  the  best  histories,  iHogrsphies,  enl 
of  aoollege:  miscellaneous  reading  of  the  time.    The  library  was 

„  ,  kept  at  Mr.  Sanger'?  hou?c.  and  quarterly  meetine* 

176i.  Natliuniel  Battcllc,  Iliirvara  College.  '  /  ^/ 

1774.  Jabe,  cbickering.  lUrvani  Coiieg,.  "ere  held  for  the  exchange  of  books.    Mr.  Sanger  t 

1T74.  Joseph  Haven.  Harvani  cticge.  >  knowlodgo  of  books  and  timely  BoggMtiena  were  si* 

1776.  John  Haven,  Harvard  College.  '        ghdly  recoived.  Bewdenm  of  Natick  avaUfld 

1788.  a««rg.Cai7i,JUrranic»ii«8e.  themselvca  of  the  BriviloKe  of  becoming  membeis, 

180C.  Hmkisli  Allen,  HarTardOoHflga.  '                              |wiv.iyb«        uvwuiiug  luemvw-, 

I80.r  Willi;.,,,  I)r;.,K  r,  Harvanl  CoWcg*.  ^"'^  ^c""**  ""'""^^       regular  attendant-  at  the  qmr- 

18U».  JPMc  FUbcr,  llarvanl  Coliega.  j  terly  meetings,  this  being  the  largest  aod  best  oollec- 

1810.  SaaiiMl  Ftah«r,  Harvard  Gol1eg«b  '  (jott  of  books  in  the  vioioity. 

jo..  ,,i,  !i  V  r ,  H  u  m  1  r  Miege.  |    THis  osrlv Uhnrv uud  the  iitemrv infiuenee  enrted 

)t>14.  Mft.«on  ri«Ucr,  llarrttt-i  College.  '  ,      "         '  iiBrarjwiu  %m  nmnrjimmm  ym^ 

1818.  Jmw  Chiaktring,  Harvard  Oollege.  '  >  •^''^  Sanger  fostered  a  taste  for  reading  whicli  re- 

isa.l.  Fisher  Anic»  Harding.  Harvard  College.  .  suited  in  the  formation  of  a  parish  library  in  1870. 

1840.  George  Partridge  Sungor,  Harvard  College.  |  Mr.  Calvin  Richards  was  deeply  interested  io  its  fi*- 

1797.  Morrill  Allen,  Bro«n  UnivefiUjr.  \  nrttiou.snd  it  was  larKelv  through  his  inatmmentslUy 

1812.  Tbadiu*  Alkn,  Drown  Univcn-ity.  uhi«wu,™u  ib  was  iiMgcij  vuivugii  u»  iuaMiuB«iHW»7 


1812.  Daniel  Whiting,  Brewn  University. 


that  the  seattered  volnmea  of  the  former  libiaiy  wars 


8114.  HatahlahBatUlla,  Brawn  UalVMraity.  '  gathered,  and  that  the  present  one  BOW  exisis;  Feb. 

12,  1874,  Mr.  Fn  deric  Burden  presented  the  First 
Post-Office. — The  post-office  was  etitablished  in    Parish  in  Dover  with  one  thousand  dollars,  the  interebt 
Dover,  February,  1838.    Previous  to  this  the  mail  i  to  be  used  in  purohaaing  books  for  the  pariah  library. 


was  brought  to  Dover  from  Dedbam  several  times  The  parish  wished  to  ehange  die  Dsme  ftom  the  Fin^ 
during  the  week  on  homebaok.    At  the  time  the  '  Parish  to  the  Barden  Lihcniy,  but  he  mndsatly  ds- 
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cliaeti,  wishing  uot  to  have  his  name  at  the  head  gf  a  aiul  eight  cents.  The  architeci  was  T.  W.  Silloway, 
ltfg0  or  BiiMir institution,  preferring  tbat  it  sboaid  be  |  of  Boeton.  It  was  dedicated  June  17,  1880,  a  large 
eagraren  on  tbe  h«ail8  of     dear  MeDds,  for  whom  j  audience  being  preaent.  Bonarke  were  nade  bj  John 

he  had  the  kindest  remeuhmnoe,  both  for  the  living  |  C.  Coonibs,  president  of  the  meeting,  and  a  repeit 
and  the  dead  ;  and.  as  he  expressed  hitnst'lf.  '  that  he    of  the  huilding  cominitteo  wa«  rem]  by  the  chairman, 

Cupt.  John  Humphrey.  Prayer  was  utfered  by  Kev. 
Homtio  Alger,  of  South  Naticic ;  and  an  address  was 
delivered  by  Frank  Smith,  of  Dover.  Short  epoeehee 
were  niade  by  Thomas  W.  SUloway,  of  Boston,  Rev. 
C.  ?  Tit)ck>i,  of  West  Dcdham,  Rev.  Horatio  Alu-er 
and  Elijah  Perry,  Esq.,  of  Natick,  Rev.  T.  S.  Norton, 
of  Prescott,  and  others.  The  services  closed  by  sing- 
ing  an  ode  written  for  the  occssion  by  Rev.  0.  C. 
Sewell,  of  M.'fl field.  Music  was  furnished  by  L.  W. 
Colburn  and  fuiuily,  of  Suutli  Natick  ;  .sin£»inj^  by  tlie 
Mcdfield  quartette.    The  hali  mm  tastefully  decorated 


took  great  pleasure  in  visiting^thcir  house  of  worship, 
so  ncntly  fitted  up,  and  seeing  tbe  young  take  the 
books  from  the  library,  wbieh  he  hoped  would  be  a 

source  to  help  lead  them,  through  virtue  and  religion, 
np  to  God."  The  library  now  comprises  abotit  fcvcii 
hundred  volumes,  and  is  kept  in  the  vestibule  of  the 
ehnreb. 

Tvwn.  HalL-^Wheo  tbeSeeood  Cbareh  of  tbe  First 
Parish  was  bvrned,  Jan.  20, 1 839,  tbe  town-meetings 

were  held  in  thp  Centre  school-house,  and  a  cominittcc 
of  five,  consisting  of  Capt.  Walter  Stowe,  Capt.  liowi  l! 
Perry,  Jeremiab  Marden,  Capt.  John  Shumwuy,  !  with  potted  plunts  and  cut  flowers  furnished  by  our 
and  Joseph  A.  Smith,  were  choeea  to  negotiate 
with  the*  parish  committee,  oomposod  of  Hiram  W. 
Jones,  Daniel  Mann,  and  .Tohn  WilHams,  in  rcfi  rcncc 
to  building  a  vestry  in  connection  with  ilic  incetinij:- 
bouse  of  the  First  Parish.  The  sum  of  tliree  hun- 
dred dolUrs  was  appropriated  to  defray  the  ezpenee. 
The  v&stry  was  nssd  as  a  town  house  from  1 339  until 
]^>H0  for  all  town  purpn«:(«?.  The  question  of  a  new 
town  house  was  suggested  and  discussed  at  different 
times,  as  early  as  1854,  but  nothing  decided  was 
done  iiotil  the  spring  of  1879,  when  an  appropriation 
of  three  tboosand  six  hnndnd  dollam  was  made  by 


summer  reddents,B.  P.  Cheney,  Esq.,  end  Dr.  H.  R. 

Steven.'!. 

Mills. — Dover  has  lioen  and  is  largely  an  agricul- 
tural town.  }ct  other  interests  at  different  times  have 
l>een  represented  in  the  town.  As  early  as  March 
10, 1796,  a  eommittee  was  obosen  to  view  the  ground 
for  a  new  road  frotn  the  house  of  Lieut.  Lemuel 
lliclianis  to  Mill  Creek,  went  of  Noannet  lirook, 
to  the  new  .slittini^-inill.  nod  October  24th  of  the 
same  year  voted  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the  watite 
water  raoning  from  the  saw-mill  helongiog  to  Capt. 
Jo«>iah  Newell  and  George  Fisher.     In  1815  (tw 


the  town  and  a  committee  chosen  to  stipcrintend  the    Brst  rolling-mill  was  built  in  Dovei'  hy  a  company  ot 


building  of  a  house  suitable  for  the  u.ses  of  the 
town.  The  committee  chosen  was  Warren  iSaviu, 
Eben  Biggins,  William  A.  Howe.  There  existed 
a  diffenmoo  of  opinion  ss  to  the  eipedienoy  of  hnild- 
inp  a  one-story  or  two-story  bni!din«r,  but  a  two- 
Mory  building  was  erected.  It  was  framed,  boarded, 
and  slated,  when  a  cyclone,  July  IG,  1879,  blew  it 
down,  msking  n  complete  wieek  of  the  building  and 
kiiiiing  one  of  tbe  workmen  and  sertoosly  iignriug 
others.  The  town  pii.stained  a  lo.s8  of  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 
M^tiogs  were  called  and  tbe  subject  again  dis- 
ensaed,  which  resnlted  in  ehooeing  a  new  commit- 
tee, this  time  the  selectmen,  Capt.  John  Humphrey, 
Barnabas  l*aine,  and  \»a  Talbot.  The  town  made 
another  appropriation  for  a  new  buildint;.  The  wreck 
Was  cleared  away,  lumber  sold,  a  new  site  selected, 
asd  «  one-Story  building  erected,  capable  of  seating 


irentlcmcn  belonpini!;  in  Bo-ston.  Kover,  atid  Medfield. 
They  eiuplo);ed  a  millwright  by  the  name  of  John- 
Stone,  an  Englisbmao,  who  wss  smnggled  into  this 
oonntry  some  years  prsviotuly,  it  being  against  tbe 
laws  of  England  that  any  skilled  meclianics  should 
leave  it.  This  was  the  first  rollin.' mill  built  to  run 
with  one  water-wheel  in  this  part  of  the  country; 
two  undwshot  wheels  were  formerly  used,  ooeforeaob 
roll,  the  rolls  turning  no  faster  than  the  wheels,  perhaps 
ten  times  a  minute,  while  this  was  a  buck.'t-wheel 
thirty-six  feet  in  diameter,  the  buckets  beini:  fonr  feet 
in  length,  the  water  flowing  over  the  top  of  the 
wheel.  Tbe  speed  of  the  rolls  was  increased  to  forty 
tuns  a  minute.  It  had  been  thought  impossible  to 
run  a  mill  for  rolling  iron  with  so  small  a  supply  of 
water,  yet  thi''  mill  was  capable  of  rolling  as  many  tons 
of  iruu  in  a  year  as  other  mills  built  at  that  time, 
driven  by  all  the  water  in  Charles  Rlvw.   Owing  to 


ca  tbe  lower  Hoor  and  gallery  about  four  hundred  |  the  increased  speed  of  the  roils,  this  mill  was  nsed  for 

people.  It  is  neatly  ^nished  in  chestnut,  handsomely  rolling  iron  some  eight  or  ten  years,  when  the  oom- 
frescoed,  and  in  all  respects  is  commodiou.s  and  sub-  pany  failed  an  !  the  land  and  buildirifr*<  wero  sold. 
Mantial,  costing  tbe  town,  completed  and  furnished,  Nothing  now  remains  but  the  stone  foundations  and 
four  tbonaand  four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dolhis  '  whcel-ahafk. 
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For  manj  jears  a  mill  for  tuanufacturiog  Eibeathing 
paper  hu  been  in  aetWe  opencion  on  the  fbrmer  «iie 
of  the  sliitiii..'  aitJ  t>aw-iQill8,  knowu  as  the  Hill 
Papcr-MillH,  the  bostDeflS  beiog  dooe  bjr  Meaira. 
Bill  &  Sods. 

In  1865  and  for  years  previouB  cigars  were  manu- 
ftetared  by  Linua  Btba,  but  the  biirineu  was  not 
ooDtimted  efter  his  deoeaae. 

At  one  lime  a  shoe-BMiittPaietoiy  waa  started,  bat 
van  s'Kjn  fibandoned. 

Early  SettlerSi — Few  towns  in  the  vicinity  have 
as  fine  seeoerjr  or  more  pleasant  drives  tbao  the  quiet 
little  town^  of  Dover.  The  old  mill,  with  its  broken 
dams,  the  little  brook  rippling  tlirougli  thf  dunis  and 
wheel-pit,  nnd  passing  oU  under  ground  for  a  long 
diatancc,  the  louudutioQ^tooes  of  the  various  build- 
up aitiiated  in  the  low  valley  grown  op  to  wood 
and  out  of  sight  of  human  habitation,  make  it  a 
roninntie  locality.  The  view  of  the  Cliurlcs  River 
valley,  near  Shi  rborn,  or  Farm  Bridge,  formed  the 
ficeuu  of  a  Que  painting  by  luue^'S. 

A  look  fnm  Fegm  Hill  well  repsja  for  the  labor 
of  reaohiog  the  sttrnmlt,  whidi  is  four  hundred  feet 

above  tide-wnter. 

Loi'kirit:  cast  upon  a  oUar  day.  Bunker  Hill  Monvi- 
Uiuut  can  be  seen  with  the  naked  eye.    Turn  to  the 

northwest,  and  old  Waohnsett  and  the  ^nite  hills  of 
Monudnode  Mountains  are  In  view.  The  Peterboro' 
Hill-  mny  bo  seen,  and  nearer,  Nobecot  and  Good- 
man -  Ilill-:. 

Pcgan  Hill  waH  once  the  property  uf  Wataspaquin, 
one  of  Kinft  Philip's  tribe,  and  was  left  as  a  ^ft  to 
his  HonH,  Anthony,  James,  and  Thomas. 

Tlic  Niiiick  records  relate  laying  out  a  road  from 
Thomas  Pegan,  Jr.'s,  hou^c  to  Thomas  Pegao,  Sr.'.-*, 
house,  on  Pcgan  Hill.  Thomas  Pegan  was  an  Indian 
who  lived  on  the  northwesterly  part  of  the  bill,  well 
np  towards  the  top,  from  whom  it  took  its  name  fund 
was  formerly  written  Peeguo).  The  cellar-holes  and 
places  whoro  his  house  and  buildings  stood  are  .«till  to 
be  seen,  and  though  their  homes  were  rude  and  their 
ideas  of  life  crude,  it  is  evident  their  tastes  were  not 
wholly  barbarous,  as  shrubs  and  clusters  of  rose- 
bushes arc  remembered  by  some  of  the  oldest  in- 
habitants to  have  been  seen  growing  about  tiu'ir 
doors.  And  as  we  follow  down  the  northwesterly 
side  of  the  hill,  and  oome  to  the  site  of  the  home  of 
Deborah  Comedtoe  (now  Mr.  James  Draper's  home), 
and  are  shown  fruit-trees  that  were  planted  and  cared 
f<»r  hy  Indian  women,  we  learn  that  it  was  not  im- 
poiisiblc  for  these  warlike  people  to  be  taught  to  love 
and  follow  the  tiaek  of  dviliiation.  Hannah  Dexter 
an  Indian  dootrem,  was  oelehtated  for  her  knowledge 


of  roots  and  herbs,  and  even  the  English  people. 
came  many  miles  to  eonanlt  this  fhmous  woman.  She 

finally  came  to  an  untimely  end,  bein:_»  liunu  J  to 
death  Dec.  6,  1821.  H  r  'jTindson.  .Tnseph  Futi  has^. 
being  charged  with  tbc  crime,  was  imprisoDcd,  and 
died  in  the  prison  before  the  law  was  executed. 
Deacon  Ephrahim,  an  Indian  of  good  r^te  and  Eng- 
lish habits,  was  deaeoD,  with  Col.  John  Jones,  of 
Dover,  for  many  years  in  fPartion  Lothrop's)  Bev. 
Stephen  Badger's  church  of  South  Natick. 

At  a  town-meeting  in  Natick,  March  10, 1734-35, 
we  find  many  of  these  Indiana  elected  to  fill  town 
offices, — Thomas  Peeguo,  moderator  ;  Deacon  Joseph 
Ephrahim,  Thomas  Pt»egun,  Jo.siah  Speare,  select- 
men ;  Jeremiah  Comeclio,  one  of  the  constables; 
Thomas  Peegun,  au  assessor  ;  Nathaniel  Coochnck, 
surveyor  of  highways ;  llieaaer  Annepogeni,  Nathas- 
iel  Ooodiack,  fenoe-viewen ;  and  Thomaa  Pe^s, 

sexton. 

The  eivilization  of  tlie.so  Indians  was  alruost  wholly 
due  to  the  missionary  labors  ui'  Juhu  Elliot,  who  was 
bom  in  England  in  1604,  same  to  Boston  in  16S1, 
and  on  Nov.  5,  1632,  was  settled  as  teacher  of  t 
church  in  Roxbury.  Ho  soon  became  much  io- 
tcrcsted  to  teach  these  abori;rines  the  way  of  a  belter 
lite.  lie  was  assisted  by  his  eldest  sou,  who  was  a 
minister  in  Newton,  in  his  hbors  as  missionary  and 
in  translating  the  Bible  into  the  Indian  tongue.  The 
town  of  Natick  f  whieh  signifies  a  place  of  hills)  wa.s 
granted  to  the  liuiian  converts  at  the  request  of  the 
Apostle  Elliot,  who  sent  petitions  to  the  General 
Court  in  their  behalf  at  several  different  times. 

isev.—"  The  humble  petition  nf  John  Elliot.  In  behalf  tt 
the  ]>oor  Indians  of  Naiik.  'hiurtti,  Tlmt  w1iiti;>--  'hi* 
bonored  Court  did  appoint  a  committee  to  fix  »  line  betaixt 
Dedhain  and  Matik,  houndinfr  on  eaeh  ether,  vis.,  the  Wecehip- 

ful  Ml,  Tiller,  Mr.  .r:Li'K.^.iii,  TIim'^oii  r.irk,  ;in'l  Lei  fleniiot  Took, 
uf  I)<>«tui),  wlio  took  ]>»iD!>  in  it,  mii'l  the  recoi'4  of  tb«ir  licxr- 
uiaatjea  (•  aeeepled  and  put  Into  the  Coart  raaoide.  Never- 
tlieleM,  fonie  <.r  Do'tKain  do«  invade  our  line.  Upon  one  tid*, 
they  forbiJ  tiit  luilmni!  to  plant,  tnkc  iiwii}-  tbcir*  mill*,  wbick 
they  have  prepared  to  fcnoe  thcirecorne  licldf.  Bnd  on  anctliw 
side,  tbejr  bavetAkenawa^  their  lands  and  nld  theni  t«  olhtfi, 
to  the  trouble  and  woBderstenl  «f  the  TndlBiiP.  theea  are  hen- 
biy  to  reqncut  tbi«  honored  Coart  to  impower  the  wme  wor»hip- 
ful  Com  III  it  toe,  uid  reqnaet  jon  onoe  more  to  tAkepainiiU' 
icoe  to  the  (ilnee.  wt.  ^e  hnve  allready  done,  and  reqneit  «w 
brclhri'i-  t.»  hr   m  'n-  nnii-i,  niiJ  let  u?  pe»o»bl/ 

iiUo;r  our  owne.   So  ooiainitting  this  honored  Court  na(»  tkt 
Lord,  and  lo  th*  w«rd  of  bis  f  nee,  I  naaliie, 

"Year  hnwUe petitioner, 

"JoHx  Kluot." 

Pegan  Hill  was  the  scene  of  a  fierce  controversy 
between  the  Dedbom  planters  and  the  Indians,  wbieb 
did  not  eeaae  until  the  year  1700.  Sergk  lUehsid 
Ellis,  of  Dedham,  obtained  a  giant  of  the  math* 
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walttrty  of  H,  ftod  bMl  bu  home  ereeted  opoo  ic  { 
Other  portions  by  <^rant  or  purchase  became  the 

property  of  tho  Drapers,  Battelk*^,  sinJ  Ilardinfis. 
Btit.  through  the  t'fFrir(«  of  Jnbn  Klliot  ami  tho 
Indian  preacher,  Daiiici  iakawompouil,  these  strifes  i 
OMwed,  and  it  ie  hoped  m  they  listened  to  the  preaeh> 
iog  of  the  Rev.  Oliver  Peabody  end  Rev.  Stephen 
Badger  that  higher  and  better  thonghto  took  the  i 
place  of  thpst-  (li-jpordaot  fecHnp;??. 

Biogpraphicai  Sketches. — John  Jones,  bod  of 
John  end  Hohlteble  Jones,  of  Weston,  wm  horn  Dot 
30,  1716.  He  tnored  to  Dedbem  (now  Dover)  in 
1742.  He  settled  on  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  CliarU.s  i 
River,  a  promontory  in  the  northern  part  of  Duver, 
near  South  Natiek,  which  at  tho  present  time  is  owned 
and  ooenpied  by  B.  P.  Cheney,  Esq.,  as  «  sammsr 
leaideoee.   He  wss*  married  to  Hannah  Hone,  by 

V  Oliver  Penbody,  at  Natiek,  Feb.  23,  1742^. 
lie  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  Rev.  Stephen  Badper's 
church,  with  Deacon  Joseph  Ephrahim,  an  Indian. 
At  one  time  ho  was  proprieton'  derk  for  Natiek,  and 
living,  as  ho  dU,  so  near  South  Natidc  (the  orifmsl 
Xatick),  he  took  an  active  intecest  in  its  welfare  as 
Dedharn.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace,  and  tried  j 
uany  cases  and  marriod  many  couples,  a  record  of 
wbidi  be  kept  in  a  book  now  in  the  pononlon  of  his 
gnndson,  Amos  Perry,  of  Providenee.  He  wis  a 
surveyor,  and  many  of  his  sketches  remain  to  show 
that  he  Iiml  a  wido  circuit  of  that  bis^-'ii  's".  In  1762 
he  went  to  Maine  to  survey  Mount  Desert.  He  was 
nuiDy  yean  elerk  and  selectman  for  the  Foorth  Prs- 
cinet,  and  the  reoords  of  Dover  show  that  be  was  a 
vahnd  and  useful  eitiieo.  He  was  famous  for  keep-  ^ 
inp  rwor'l*^  ^tuJ  •lutos.  A  small  book  kept  by  liim  i 
now  in  th<i  pu^^e&siou  of  his  grandson,  Elijah  Perry, 
of  South  Natick,  contains  valuable  records  not  to  be 
fbnad  dnewhero.  After  a  long  and  naefhl  lifh  ho 
died  on  the  farm  where  he  flnt  settled,  Feb.  2, 1801, 
aged  eighty-four  years.  ] 

Bev.  Morriii  Aiien  was  born  on  what  is  known  as  the 
old  Allen  farm,  in  Dover.  Graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
verrity,  1797.  His  heaith  failinfr,  he  wss  advimd  to 
work  on  a  farm.  He  settled  in  Pembroke,  regained 
bis  health,  and  was  conbidered  one  of  the  l">st  farmcrj* 
of  Plymouth  County.  He  early  commenced  collect-  i 
iug  the  seed  of  the  white  pine,  bought  cheap  land, 
simed  the  seed,  and  ssw  aerss  grow  up  to  wood.  He 
Muntd  the  charge  of  his  parish  to  an  advanoed  age. 
A<  an  ncrriculturalist,  a  citiaen,  and  a  pastor  he  wss 
highly  «$st«emed. 

Thadeos  Allen  was  born  in  Dover,  May  14,  1786,  , 
snd  spent  his  yoothful  days  upon  the  aneestnl  farm, 
fie  Qoessionally  taught  sehool,  and  during  his  preparsp 


tion  <or  oollege  resided  for  a  time  at  Hanover,  N.  H., 

actinir  as  nmanucnsis  to  Professor  Shurtleff,  of  Dart- 
iiiiiutli  College,  who  navo  him  valuable  aid  in  his 
studies.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1812. 
Soon  after  leaving  college  he  entered  upon  prepara- 
tory mediesl  stndies,  bat  owing  to  impaired  heslth 
was  induced  to  enter  trade  with  his  brother  Timothy, 
and  the  firm  of  Timotliy  and  Tliadeus  Allen  was  o»- 
tablislied,  who  carried  on  an  extensive  wholesale  pro- 
vibiuu  business  for  some  years  in  Boston.  This 
enterprise  altimately  failed,  and  Hr.  Allen  orgaoiied 
a  private  school  in  1820,  whtch  he  eondncted  for 
many  jearp.  He  was  an  excellent  Greek  and  Latin 
scholar,  and  very  successful  in  imparting  his  knowl- 
edge to  others.  For  many  years  he  privately  prepared 
stadents  for  oollcgo,  and  gave  private  instnetion  to 
persona  whoae  polities]  or  other  dnties  claimed  higher 
qtislificalions  than  their  previous  education  had  given 
them.  In  the  year  18.57  he  represented  in  pnrt  the 
city  of  Boston  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  for  many 
yean  a  member  of  the  school  committee  of  that 
dty. 

Mr.  Allen  was  thrice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Clarisa  Bullard,  of  Nccdham.  liv.  rl  li-it  a  few  months. 
Again,  in  1B16,  he  marrieU  Auu,  widow  of  Joseph 
Hnnt,  and  dnaghter  of  John  Bollard.  Uy  this  msr- 
risge  there  were  fbvr  ohiMren,— Joseph  Hnnt,  James 
Woodward,  Onrtta  Bullard,  and  Elizabeth  Carter. 

Mr.  A!I<'n  w;is  n)arried  to  his  third  wife  in  lS3-i, 
Sophia  li.,  Widow  of  Joseph  Frothin;:hau),  who  lived 
to  make  his  home  piessant  for  nearly  lifty  yesia. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  marrisge,  hot  she 
proved  a  true  and  lovii^  mother  to  the  cdiildren  of 
the  former  mBrTiH»re. 

In  political  eventtt  bo  took  a  deep  interest,  and  was 
a  cloee  and  oriticsl  student  of  Amwioan  polities!  his- 
tory. He  was  remarkable  for  his  erect  form  as  he 
walked  the  streets  at  ninety  years  of  sge.  He  passed 
rjiiietly  from  life  :ii;ed  nitictv-=ix  ye»rs.  His  wife 
survived  him  but  a  few  hours,  and  they  were  borne  in 
company  to  the  shades  of  Mooot  Auburn. 

The  father  of  Hr.  Allen^s  second  wife,  John  Bol- 
lard, was  dosely  eonneoted  with  that  famons  ride  of 
Paul  llevere. 

The  "  Sons  of  Liberty"  was  an  organization  em- 
bracing the  most  active  spirits  in  fostering  the  Revo- 
lution. Mr.  Bullard  was  an  active  member,  and  a 
steadfast  iViend  of  Paul  Revere.  His  stable  and 
grounds  occupied  the  present  site  of  Rroiiifield  Strwt, 
and  the  Old  Province  House,"  oppasit*!  the  liead  of 
Milk  Street,  was  the  Governor's  residence.  It  was 
natural  for  the  Governor's  groom  to  spend  many  a 
leisure  hour  among  the  horms  in  the  nei^boring 
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stalilc.  One  day  jiwt  after  dinner  he  was  there,  and 
remarked.  "There'll  be  trouble  ta  pay  to-morrow." 
"  What's  up  ?"  was  the  careless  inquiry  of  Mr.  Bul- 
Iwd.  **  Why,  the  troops  msrab  to-momnr  with  Ikne 
dftyi'  rattotis."  Mr.  Ballard  became  somewhat  ner- 
T0U8,  and  asked  the  groom  if  he  would  not  finish  the 
horse  ho  was  currying,  as  he  had  forpottcn  an  errand 
OQ  his  way  from  home.  "  Cortainly,''  was  the  reply ; 
Mid  Mr.  Bullard  tpfd,  not  to  Bevere's  wodt-dx^,  lest 
it  annae  8iifl|>ieioii,  bat  Tuited  UMlliflr  "Son  of 
Liberty"  and  sent  him  to  Bevere  (who  had  been 
selected  for  the  duty \  with  tho  autbontic  mo^sacro 
that  the  British  were  intending  a  raid  upon  the  pro- 
▼iadal  stores  at  Concord.  "  It  must  be  ao,  if  Bnllard 
(old  jon,  rad  Vu  off  at  onoe,*'  sttd  Bevere.  Henee 
the  famous  ride. 

Fisher  Allen  was  born  in  Medficld,  on  the  Allrn 
homestead.  When  a  young  ronn  he  moved  to  Dover 
and  hougfat  a  htm  iNwderiDg  on  Charles  Birer,  near 
Sherborn.  He  mrried  Baahd  SwCh,  of  Medfidd. 
They  passed  their  lives  in  this  quiet  home,  command- 
ing the  love  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  them.  He 
died  June  21,  1842,  aged  niucty-tivc  years. 

Noah  Fiake  ma  bom  in  HoUiaton,  Mass.,  but  spent 
the  graaler  part  of  his  life  in  Dover.  He  was  a 
schoolmaster  in  his  early  day.s,  but  for  Hcveral  years 
kept  a  store  in  tho  west  part  of  the  town.  He  was 
town  dork  of  Dover  many  years.  He  potisessed 
many  tiaita  of  ebaraeter  worthy  of  imitation.  Few 
ezodled  him  In  kindneaa  of  heart,  honesty,  and  nn- 
selfishaeaa.  He  seemed  to  have  no  part  or  interest 
in  the  preat  bnstltntr  world,  wlarc  greed  and  inordi- 
nate ambition  take  posecsiiioD  of  men,  but  bis  life 
was  rather  an  example  of  *'  doing  unto  others  aa  we 
would  that  they  should  do  to  us.**  He  waa  re- 
markable for  his  entire  satisfaction  with  life  and  the 
rulings  of  Providence,  giving  daily  testimony  that  he 
believed  alt  tilings  were  ord'ired  fur  the  b^t.  This 
was  surely  exemplified  in  his  life,  that  "an  hooeat 
man  ia  the  noblest  work  of  God/* 

FUher  Tiadale  was  bom  in  Dover,  in  1774.  Few 
men  commanded  more  rf^'pect  or  affection  fri>m  the 
people.  He  never  married,  but  found  great  plcjisure 
in  Bturitig  his  mind  with  knowledge  from  the  beet 
authors.  A  pleaaant  word  and  smile  were  his  greet- 
ings for  all.  He  was  a  constant  attendant  at  church, 
and  led  a  consistent  rhristt.iti  lil"  .  The  music  fi> 
him  was  no  pastime,  but  a  devotional  exercise  iu 
which  he  always  took  part  uutil  age  disqualified  him  ; 
then  his  attitude,  folded  arans,  and  bowed  head 
showed  his  interest  in  music  as  in  prayer.  "  Faith- 
ful to  duty"  was  his  watchword  through  lifi-.  lie 
was  blessed  with  a  rare  memory,  remembering  d&tea 


and  events  many  years,  telling  who  preached  on  cer- 
tain Sabbaths,  what  the  text  was,  and  would  often 
repeat  accurately  .sermon  and  prayer  after  the  min- 
fater.  He  died  Sept.  6, 1856,  aged  eighty -two  yetn. 
Hia  quiet  oourteay  and  raapeetfUl  manner  endeueii 
him  to  all,  but  he  waa  the  moat  beloved  by  those 
who  knew  him  best. 

Daniel  Mann  was  boru  iu  Dover,  March  23,  1777. 
He  resided  in  the  euatern  part  of  the  towu,  whavc  he 
owned  a  laige  tract  of  land  and  aeveral  booaea.  Ht 
was  public^pirited,  always  ready  to  aid  every  good 
catisf.  He  was  especially  intere.stcd  in  getting.'  the 
railroad  throngb  the  towo,  and  spent  liberally  of  time 
and  money  to  aeeure  it.  He  married  Badiel  Alice, 
May  20,  1802.  Hla  9UBigj  of  ehaneter  and  np- 
right  bu.oine^;.4  principles  made  him  suooeasful  in  what' 
ever  be  undertook.  Ht>  wa"  justiee  of  the  peaee,  and 
for  many  years  held  many  offices  of  trust  iu  the  towo. 
He  died  Maroh  4, 1859,  aged  eighty -one  yean. 

OUvin  Bidiaids,  son  of  Oalvio  and  Luoinda  Bieh- 
ards,  waa  bora  in  Dover,  Sept.  29,  1  SOT.  When  s 
young  man  he  engaged  i[i.hu-.ine>H  in  Boston,  bnt  hu 
health  failing  be  returned  to  his  native  towu.  Aft«r 
the  decease  of  bis  &ther  be  purobaaed  the  old  bome- 
atead,  where  he  reaided  until  a  year  previona  to  hit 
death,  when  impaired  health  compelled  him  to  lessen 
his  care;;  and  the  farm,  which  had  always  belonged 
io  the  family,  passed  into  other  hands.  He  married 
Lucy  M.,  daughter  of  Daotd  Maoo,  May  27,  1841. 
He  was  alwaya  intereated  in  the  growth  and  welfarsof 
the  towo,  and  was  untiring  in  his  effort  to  aid  eveiy 
plan  towards  its  advancement.  He  was  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  the  young,  and  served  maay 
years  as  superintendent  of  the  publie  schools  and 
in  the  8unday->aehool  of  the  ehoreh  to  which  he  b^ 
longed.  He  held  many  positions  of  trust,  both  publie 
ami  [ittvute,  in  the  town,  anJ  wa.n  twice  ebo.^en  by  hi« 
town.smen  to  represent  them  iu  the  LegLsUture.  Ilia 
benevolence,  sound  judgment,  and  integrity  of  dla^ 
aoter  commanded  the  reapcot  of  all.  Hia  power  ef 
harmonizing  opposing  elements  was  ttnoaual.  He 
(lied  Oct.  1,  1873.    "  Blessed  are  the  pe.-ieemakers." 

Josiali  Neweii  was  boru  in  Needham,  but  moved 
to  Dover  in  18U1,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  bil 
life  there.  He  married  Belay  Hann,  of  Dover,  risuc 
of  Daniel,  Simeon,  and  James  Mann.  Their  family 
l  otisi-teil  of  nine  ehildreit  ( tlirce  ilio'l  iu  iunuiey),  and 
six  arrived  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Mr.  Newell 
owucd  the  water-power  in  the  ea»t  pari  of  the  towa, 
and  for  many  years  was  eog^iged  in  rerolling  Nenmj 
iron  for  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia  markets, 
and  was  also  largely  engaged  in  the  mannfactare  of 
cut  nails,   fie  was  a  very  eharitabie  man,  ao  exoal- 
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lent  nd^bar,  and  laigply  intenited  in  tko  nligioiw  [  pressed  it,  "  Not  that  be  lorod  the  town  leas,  halt 


ntereata  of  the  town.  Both  he  and  bis  wife  were  for 
maoj  years  worthy  nK^nihfra  of  the.  Unitarian  Church. 
They  were  nott'd  for  their  regularity  in  attending 
divine  services.  Josiah  Newell,  Jr.,  hia  oldest  bod, 
engaged  in  mereantile  bniineae  in  Boston,  died  in 
1849,  aged  forty-five  yearn.  *  Hie  yonngcet  eon,  J.  M. 
Newell,  was  a  very  successful  merchant  in  Boston. 
He  died  on  the  passage  to  Italy,  hoping  by  the  sea 
voyage  to  regaio  bis  impaired  health.  The  four  re- 
maining brothers  and  sistets  reside  in  Newton. 


the  church  more.'' 

He  died,  lifter 


a  short  illness.  Pt 


I,t. 


1R77, 


lcnvin<;  :i  widow  to  mourn  his  I088,  aod  nuuiy  frieods 
to  rejoice  that  bo  had  lived. 

Elijah,  Mm  of  Slijah  and  Mary  Perry,  of  Booth 
Nadok,  was  bom  Nov.  14,  1807.  Married  Mehitable, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Jonathan  and  Mercy  Battella, 
Nov.  29,  1  S'A2.  He  moved  to  Povor  and  purchased 
the  "  Batielle"  farm  io  1840,  where  he  resided 
twdTo  jean.   He  took  an  aetive  intenst  in  town 


Hr.  Neweii  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-finu  years,   aod  parish  affiun,  senrlog  as  raperinteodent  of  the 


and  with  his  wife  and  oldest  son  are  buried  in  the 
Dover  Of  metery.  Tboy  are  lovingly  remembered  by 
many  who  do  not  forget  their  virtues. 

Fknderio  Barden  waa  bora  in  Dover  in  1806.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  eomoeBoed  hia  worlc  in  lifo 
at  the  "  Old  Mill,"  io  bis  native  town,  where  for 
several  years  he  conducted  s«ece««fnlly  the  rol!in<r- 
mill  and  nail-factorj.    In  184U  he  removed  to  New- 


Sunday-school,  leader  in  the  choir,  and  holding 
many  offices  of  trust  in  the  town.  He  called  the 
first  meeting  to  eucourage  a  railroad  through  the 
town,  aod  for  several  yenis  was  one  of  ite  diieetois. 
He  waa  the  list  10  talte  action  that  led  to  the  01^ 
ganization  of  the  Norfolk  Agricultural  Society,  and 
for  some  years  waa  one  of  its  leading  officers.  He 
was  juiilice  of  the  peace,  and  represented  the  town  in 


ton  Upper  Falls  and  bonght  oat  the  iroB-manufoo'  i  the  Lt^aktinfo  in  1846.    He  has  been  and  is 


tning  bttsiness  of  JtM  Bliis,  father  of  the  Ber. 

Drs.  Rufus  aad  Qeorge  Ellis,  of  Boston,  where  he 
continued  the  buninf^s  during  his  life.  This  busi- 
ness be  managed  with  excellent  skill  and  judgment. 
He  wasoarefbl,  energetic,  and  enterprising  -  prudently 
eeononieal  in  hie  own  tnuinesa,  bnt  libenl  to  the 
[oor,  and  p;ave  generotudy  tO  charitable  objects. 
Prompt  and  exact  in  all  money  :uid  Imsineiss  trans- 
acUoos,  men  soon  learned  tu  rely  upon  his  honesty 
«od  rqoioe  in  his  friendship.  Twiee  Hr.  Barden 
represented  his  townsmen  in  the  LegislatnTe.  He 
did  not  seek  public  notoriety,  but  was  foremost 
in  all  that  pertained  to  the  permanent  good  of  his 
fellow -citizens.  Politics  to  him  was  a  field  for  usc- 
fblaem,  not  an  <^n  sea  for  pillage.  He  was  the 
gmdnate  of  no  oollege,  except  the  nnivendty  of  ex- 
perienee,  hat  he  possessed  the  digoity  of  common 
«enw  and  integrity,  and  w»s  a  vigilant  sunrdian  of 
the  public  welfare.  His  life  seemed  admirably 
behneed  with  good  sense  and  Christian  prindples. 
He  always  showed  a  spoeisl  interest  In  the  Bible,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Chaoniog  Religious  Society 
almost  from  its  establishment,  find  at  the  time  of  his 


trostee  for  several  tmst  estatesw   He  m  largely  bter* 

ested  in  ancient  records,  and  the  choice  and  valuable 
collection  of  past  events  show  clearly  that  he  has 
inherited  largely  the  traits  of  his  grandfather,  Col. 
John  Jones. 

Miss  Mary  Perry,  a  Meter  of  Blljsh,  wss  one  of  the 
early  teadiers  in  the  Dover  schools,  teaching  several 
successive  fummerf.  while  her  brotlier  L(  onard  tatij^ht 
the  winter  t«rms.  She  was  identified  with  the  church 
choir,  and  was  one  of  the  few  who  labored  to  estab- 
lish a  Sabbath-sobool  at  that  time.  She  is  lovingjly 
remembered  by  some  of  her  pnpils  to  the  present 
time. 

George  Chickeriog,  sou  of  Jesse  and  Dorcas  (Smith) 
Chickering,  was  born  Deo.  25, 1791.  Married  Han- 
nah Guild,  Nov.  30, 1826.   Mr.  Chiofcering  devoted 

his  life  to  agriculture  and  the  public  interests  of  his 
native  town.  By  his  tlirift  and  indu.>-ti  v  lio  anias.-ed 
a  large  property,  and  wa.s  for  many  years  treasurer 
of  the  town,  discharging  his  duties  with  faithfulness 
end  exaotness.  He  was  a  oalm,  delibemte,  and  re< 
served  man,  of  few  words,  but  of  good  judgment  and 
great  decision  of  chnraclcr.  His  fellow-townsmen 
learned  to  respect  his  integrity  and  honest  purpose. 


dokth  a  deacon  of  the  church.    Mr.  Burden  married 

in  early  life  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt.  Josiah  |  He  died  Sept.  25,  1857,  aged  sixty  five  years.  His 
Newell,  of  Hover,  who  was  his  eompsnion  and  j  eldest  son,  Oeoi^e  BIlis,  still  retains  the  aneestral 

co-wotlter  in  all  labors  of  love  and  charity.    Althoagh  *  home. 

iliey  were  never  hless^ed  with  ehlldron  of  their  own,  Luther  Richards  was  born  in  Dover.  April  27, 
ibey  took  the  children  of  others  to  their  hearts,  and  1809,  and  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  nativo  town, 
thos  kept  the  freshness  of  young  love.  The  love  for  |  He  was  superintendent  of  the  Unitarian  Sunday- 
thsir  native  town  never  diminished,  and  as  he  gave  i  eehool,  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  town  clerk  for  many 
Kbetally  to  the  Kbtaij  and  ehureh,  it  wss,  as  be  ex-  *  years.  In  1853  he  was  a  monber  of  the  Ooostlta- 
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ttontl  ODnventiao*   Daring  the  last  jeen  of  bis  life  |  Julie  (Bettdie)  Harding,  and  was  bora  in  Dover,  Jan. 


he  rerided  in  Boston,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
leather  business.  He  died  July  1,  1874,  aired  sixty- 
five  years.  He  was  ao  honest,  kind-hearted,  and 
publio-apirited  man. 

AbDerL.8mitb,«0Q  of  BbeoenrendRebeeeaSmitb, 
was  born  in  Dover  in  1823.   Mr.  Smith  always  resided 


23,  1811.  He  graduated  frona  Harvard  College  ia 
1833.  Hp  studied  law  in  Daniel  Webster's  office  in 
BoiSton,  two  years.  Wont  to  Chia^o  in  1835,  to 
Detroit  b  1837,  when  he  remained  in  the  practice 
of  iaw  tin  hia  death,  Aug.  4, 1846. 

Condwion. — It  is  n<^t  difficult  to  imagine  vbj 


in  his  native  town.  He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  |  Dover  was  called  Springfield  Parish  more  than  a  ce??- 
selectmcu  nine  yeara,  was  at  one  time  asBossor  and  i  tury  ago,  when  at  the  present  time  sixty  buildings  are 


member  of  the  achotrf  oommtttee,  trae  oonataUe  twenty 
yearn,  aod  town  clerk  seventeen  yean.  In  18S9  he 
represented  the  towns  of  Dover,  Needham,  and  Med" 

field  in  the  General  ('our!.  He  was  a  quiet,  una^uui- 
iog  mao,  discharging  all  his  duties  with  sorapulous 
oare  end  lldeli^.  He  waa  m  moat  naeftd  mtd  reqteoted 
intisen. 

Slelanedion  Smith,  e  brother  <>r  .\hner  L.,  was  for 
many  years  a  successfal  dry-gnoiis  merchant  of  Boston. 


supplied  with  pure  spring  water,  which  gushes  forth 
ftwn  Pegan  aod  the  neighboring  bUla.  It  ia  esii* 
mated  by  good  judges  that  there  are  at  Icaat  thii^- 

five  other  springs  of  never  failin^:  water,  some  of 
which  yield  a  larjie  supply,  and  are  conveniently  sit- 
uated for  easy  traoeportatioo  by  rail  to  Boston  aad 
adjoining  oitiee. 

Tbe  advantoge  of  Dover  over  many  towns  in  tbe 
commonwealth  as  regard.-?  climate,  air.  and  situation 


and  was  at  the  head  uf  the  famous  firm  of  8mith,    was  noted,  and  a  record  kept  by  liev.  Ralph  Sanzer 


during  tbe  first  thirty  years  of  his  ministry.  This 
record  abowed  that  one  in  fimr  bad  lived  to  be  ba- 


Sumner  ft  Co.,  importers,  who  kept  io  the  old  Bowdoin 
blodc  on  Hill[  Street,  corner  of  Hawley.   Mr.  Smith 

amassed  a  large  fortune,  and  resided  at  Jamaica  Plain,  \  twcen  .seventy  and  eighty,  one  in  aeven  to  be  betl 
where  he  died  July  10,  IStil,  honored  and  ret^MOted    eiirhty  and  ninety,  find  one  in  twenty  to  be  betw««D 
by  all  who  knew  him.  ,  ninety  and  one  hundred.    The  record  fur  the  past 

William  F.,  another  brother,  bom  in  1826,  lefl  ^  thirty  years  would  doubtless  be  as  high, 
home  at  tbe  age  of  sixteen  years  and  went  to  Boston  |.  It  may  be  due  to  tbe  sober  and  indostrions  lives  uf 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  mechanic.  He  was  spprenttoed  the  yieoploor  the  natunl  aarronndings,  or  both  eeai* 
to  Jabez  Coney,  and  duniifr  his  five  years  of  appren-  biiud  ;  certain  it  is  few  towns  can  show  a  higher  rat< 
ticeship  paid  the  strictest  atttentioo  to  his  duties,  and  for  age  or  health.  .\t  the  prewnt  titue  there  are 
soon  become  a  proficient  in  all  the  details  of  the  pro-  ^  living  in  tho  town  Mrs.  Isaac  11  owe,  aged  eigbty- 
ihmon.  From  Boston  ho  went  to  Springlidd,  REaaa., ,  two ;  Mn.  Daniel  Obidcering,  aged  eighty- four;  Un. 
sod  was  employed  as  a  drai^btsman  in  building  oare *j  Aon  Miller,  aged  eighty-three:  .Mn^.  Haooah  Soak 
and  engines  for  the  Springfield  Cnr  and  Engine  Com-  aired  ei'^hty-six  ;  Mr.  Micajah  S.  I'lummor.  ar«d 
pany.  Mr.  Smith  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1849,    eighty-Stiveo ;  Mr.  Moees  Draper,  aj^  Dioety-oQe 


aod  was  employed  by  Messrs.  Harbeck,  Stone  &  Witt 
as  mester^mediaDio  in  the  cooatmetioo  of  tbe  Cleve- 
land, Columbus  and  Cineinitnti  Railroad,  and  afler 

the  building  of  the  road  he  was  continued  mastcr- 
mechaiiie  by  the  directors  until  within  a  few  months 
of  biii  death,    lie  was  also  a  partner  with  Messrs. 


years. 

"  Tour  fttbers,  where  are  they?  sod  the  prophets, 
do  they  live  forever?"    Thcso  WOO  tbo  words  thu 

formed  the  text  of  Dr.  Sanger's  discourse,  preacljud 
at  the  clo!»e  of  a  thirty  year.s'  ministry.  And  a-s  we 
look  back  to  the  lives  and  labors  uf  our  anoe^core, 


Chrpeoter  ft  Waaaon  in  the  Fulton  fonndiy  at  that  \  wdl  SMiy  we  repeat,  "  Our  fiithers,  when  are  thay!" 
time.    Mr.  Smith  vras  an  uapntouding  man,  but    Their  lives  were  flUod  with  toil,  hardships,  and  priva> 

pof«essed  of  wondi^rful  abilities  a?  a  meehanie  and  car-    tion.^.    A  wildernc3=!S  to  subdue,  foes  to  OQuqueriSad 
builder,  to  whi(  h  jirofes.^ton  he  devoted  an  unlimit«d    homes  to  secure,  was  their  allotted  task, 
amount  of  study.    lio  died  at  Cleveland  in  1878,  '      Civilization  and  progress  have  reared  their  uiodq- 
much  respected  by  tbe  profemion  and  beloved  by  a  ^  meota.   Colleges  and  churohes  greet  us.  The  bioad 
large  circle  of  friends.  |  and  beautiful  fields  are  before  us.   Moehanios  sad 

Capt.  Lewis  Smith  was  nn  honored  man  ;  he  was    artists  have  laid  their  trophies  at  our  feet.  Whit 
town  trea.«urer  for  many  years,  and  filled  other  offices    shall  we  do  to  honor  the  life  that  i.s  now  pa.>sinir  * 
of  trtist.     He  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  falling       There  is  yet  a  noble  work  to  be  done,  and  aa  vre 
tree  aft  the  age  of  forty-five,  deeply  lamented  by  a  |  take  up  our  daily  taska  may  wo  leave  bdiind  us  nou- 
large  circle  of  friends.  i  umeots  more  pleatring  aod  eodaring  than  chimbil 

Fishw  Ames  Harding  was  tbe  son  of  John  sad  '  marble  or  costly  tem[^e. 
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QUIMOr. 

BT  CBAS.  rSASCU  ADAVR,  JB. 
THE  MAflSACUUliBrrS  riKLDfl. 

DtmiNfJ  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday.  Sept. 
1621,  a  large  sail-boat,  or  shallop,  as  it  mm  called, 
euoB  into  Boston  harbor  from  the  southward.  The 
day  wtt  fine  and  the  wkicl  light*  so  that  by  the 
time  those  on  bond  bad  laached  the  mouth  of  the 
Neponwet,  which  to  them  seemed  to  bo  the  Iditfom 
of  the  bay,"  it  was  too  late  to  do  muoh  in  the  way  of 
exploration.  They  were  complete  strangers  in  those 
parta,  and  knew  notbtngof  the  disporitioii  of  the  In- 
dianalmdg  there.  Accordingly  they  did  Qotdaam 
it  safe  to  pass  the  night  on  tlir^  tn.-iin  shure,  Vmt  seeing 
a  sheltered  cove  on  the  easterly  side  nf  Tliompson's, 
or  the  Farm  School  Island,  they  came  to  anchor  in  it. 
Pnaeody  they  landed,  and  iwnbled  orar  the  island. 
They  found  no  inhabitanta.  Indeed  the  place  was 
Dot  only  dej-tirted,  Init  there  was  nothinL'  to  show  that 
any  one  liad  ever  lived  there,  ('ailing'  it  the  island 
Travore,  after  one  of  their  uuuiUer,  the  party  re- 
taned  on  board  their  ahallop  and  passed  the  night. 

In  all  there  were  thirteen  of  them.  Ten  were  Ea- 
mpeans  and  three  Indrans.  tlie  latter  having  been 
brought  along  to  act  as  L'uides  and  interpreters.  Miles 
Staodisb,  then  a  man  of  thirty-tour,  was  in  command, 
and  among  the  others  there  is  reoaon  to  heiieTe  were 
Bradford  and  Winstow,  both  of  them  afterwards  gov- 
ernor of  the  Plymouth  coLoiy.  a.s  they  were  also  its 
historians.  The  party  had  left  Plymonth,  then  a  set- 
tleiueut  only  eight  months  old,  shortly  before  Tuesday 
midnight,  and,  taking  advantage  of  an  ebb  tide,  ex- 
peeled  to  reach  thdr  destination  at  the  Maasacha- 
setts,  as  Boston  Bay  wa.si  call(  il,  betimes  Wednesday 
morning.  They  found  they  liad  been  misinformed  as 
to  the  distance.  80,  the  wind  being  light,  the  voyage 
had  taken  up  almost  the  whole  of  Wedneaday's  day- 
light. 

The  night  passed  quietly.  The  next  morning 
broke  clear  and  fre.sh,  and  as  the  sun  rose  the  whole 
shore  and  the  seaward  slope  of  the  Blue  Hills,  covered 
aa  they  then  wen  with  primeral  forest,  must  hare 
glowed  in  the  mellow  tiehness  of  autamnal  tinta. 
Oppo.site  to  where  the  shallop  lay,  and  closo'at  hand, 
ro8«3  the  bold,  rocky  promontory  since  known  as 
Squantum  Head.  CrMsiag  (be  narrow  channel  they 
landed  m  the  beaeh  beneath  the  eliff ;  and,  so  fiur  as 
17 


I  oao  now  be  known,  it  was  here  on  the  early  morn- 
ing of  Sept.  1621,  that  a  Bnropeao  foot  first 
tonehed  the  soil  of  what  it  now  the  town  of  Qniney. 

As  soon  as  those  composing  the  little  party  felt  the 
pebble:^  of  the  beach  under  their  feet,  they  beiran  to 
look  about  for  something  on  which  they  could  make 
a  morning's  meal.    Presently  they  found  a  number  of 
lobsters^  whieh  the  savages  had  eanght  and  piled  to- 
gether ready  to  be  taken  away,  and  these  they  quiokly 
disposed  of    They  had  no  time  to  l(«e.    So,  as  soon 
as  might  be  after  breakfasting,  they  arranged  to  ex< 
plore  the  country ;  for  they  had  come  not  out  of 
earioaity  or  a  spirit  of  adventure,  hnt  to  open  reladons 
with  the  natives  with  a  view  to  trade.  Acoordinely 
two  men  were  postpd  a.**  f>entrie.«<  on  th>^  Inn  lvvard  side 
of  the  cliflf  to  secure  the  shallop  from  surprise,  and 
then  Standish,  taking  with  him  four  others  of  the 
oompaoy  and  8([nanto,  one  of  the  Indian  guides,  went 
inhod.   They  had  gone  no  great  distanee  when  thay 
met  an  Indian  woman,  who  was  on  her  way  to  get  the 
lobsters  they  had  found.    They  told  her  that  they  had 
eaten  them,  and  gave  her  something  in  return,  with 
whieh  she  seeins  to  hsve  been  well  content,  for  she 
'  then  pointed  out  to  them  where  her  people  were, 
j  This  would  seem  to  have  been  on  tiie  otliorsidcof  the 
I  Neponset,  at  Savin  Mill  or  Dorchester  Ileitjhts;  for 
I  when  she  returned  thither  Squanto  went  with  her, 
while  the  rest  of  the  party  retraced  their  way  to  the 
I  starting-point,  and  followed  in  the  shallop.  Their 
'  explonitions,  so  far  as  the  territory  of  what  is  now 
;  Quiney  wa^  concerned,  were  therefore  limited  to  a 
;  brief  momtug's  walk,  and  covered  only  a  portion  of 
the  Sqttantvm  peninsola. 

The  remaining  adventures  of  the  party  it  is  not 
necessary  here  to  recount.   They  do  not  belong  to  the 
history  of  Norfidk  County.    Itissnffieient  tn  my  that 
Sundish  and  his  companions  visited  the  sachem  Obba- 
I  tinewat  and  indnoed  him  to  swear  all^iance  to  Sing 
I  James;  then,  guided  by  him,  they  went  in  search  of 
'■  the  squaw  sachem  of  the  Massachusetts  up  the  valley 
of  the  Mystic,  and  passed  a  delightful  September  day 
rambling  among  the  Middlesex  hills.    Presently  they 
returned  in  safety  to  Plymouth,  fall  of  admiration  of 
the  noble  harbor  and  ^  litr  eonntry  anrronncUng  it 
which  they  had  then  for  the  first  time  seen,  and 
"  wishinpr  they  had  been  there  seated." 

Such  was  the  first  recorded  visit  of  Europeans  to 
Qdiocy,  and  the  name  of  the  peninsula  which  the 
party  visited  still  stands  aa  a  memorial  of  the  event 
That  it  was  then  called  Sqoantan  is  not  certain, 
thou<rh  the  explorers  not  iniprohnbly  did  nt  that  time 
I  give  those  names  of  Allerton  and  Brewsier,  which 
■  they  have  home  ever  sbo^  to  pmnts  in  the  bay. 


^ujui^uo  i.y  Google 


25b 


UISTOllY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTS,  MASSACUUS£TT8. 


Squmto  WW  the  guide  in  their  walk  oter  the  penin- 
suIb»  end  it  has  ever  since  Ijeett  eelled  Squento's 

Chappe!,  and  more  recently  i^iinnntnni,  Tt  is  possi- 
\)\v  lluit  this  was  it.s  Indian  iianjo,  juHt  ju*  Nepuusct 
wua  ihe  uaiue  of  tliu  river  witiuh  tteparated  it  from  the 
oppoeite  iooaiity  known  as  Mftttepeo.  The  word,  too, 
wesODe  familiar  enough  in  the  Indiaii  totJi^uc,  being 
nn  abbreviation  of  Musquautum,  meaning  lio  is  anirry, 
ho  is  bluo<iy-nnndc<l,  and  reprc.soiitiri;^  otic  of  tlif 
Guds,  apparuutiy  ibu  Gud  of  wratli ;  thuugli  by  some 
enthoritieeit  ia  apoken  of  aa  Che  good  or  kindly  Ood. 
Bat,  practioally.  the  name  of  the  peninsula  upon 
which  Standish  landed  does  perpcntate  For  all  time 
the  meturtry.  not  of  the  Indian  deity,  but  of  tlie 
Indian  guide.  It  is  also  in  every  way  proper  that 
thia  abodd  he  ao.  If  ever  a  human  inatrnBoent  waa 
made  ready  by  apecial  providenee  for  a  given  work  of 
infinite  moment,  it  was  so  made  ready  in  the  case  of 
S(|uanto.  It  is  BCiircely  too  much  to  say  that  but  for 
bis  timely  intenrention  the  Plymouth  colony  could 
sot  have  anrrived  the  fiimtne  of  ita  earlieat  winters. 
The  Qaiucy  peninsula  is  his  memorial ;  bat  hia  epitaph 
is  found  in  the  pugcs  of  Bradford,  who  wrote  of  him, 
(<n  bidialf  of  the  Pil-rrinis,  ■  Hi'  was  thr-ir  inti  rpretor, 
a.ud  waH  a  special  instruiucul  ikiiit  by  God  for  their 
good  beyond  their  expectation.  He-direeted  them 
how  to  aet  thwr  eorn,  where  to  take  fish  and  to  pro- 
cure other  cotiimnditir's,  and  was  also  their  pilot  to 
bring  them  to  unkn  twn  pl«oe8  for  their  profit,  and 
never  left  them  till  he  died."' 

At  the  lime  of  Standiah'a  viait  the  territoij  ainee 
ealled  Qainey  waa  oeottpted  by  a  poor  remnant  of  the 
Maaaaehnaetts  tribe  of  Indians,  some  forty  to  sixty 
in  number.  The  sachem  Chickntabot  ruled  over 
them.  Some  years  before  he  bad  dwelt  at .  Mount 
Wdhnton,  which  had  then  been  cleared  and  eulti* 
Tated,  and  the  ahdl-heapa  atilt  to  be  fomd  there* 
abouts  indicate  ibat  it  was  a  favorite  Indian  resort.  ; 
North  of  Mount  Wolliustou,  and  between  it  and  the 
Neponsct,  in  that  region  eiou«  locally  iiTiuwu  as  *'  The 
Farms,"  waa,  and  atiU  is,  a  broad,  open  plain  called 
the  Maaaachosetia  Fielde,  aappoaed  in  the  more 
flourishing  days  of  the  tribe  to  have  been  its  gather- 
ing-place. It  lay  cIom;  to  tlie  water  and  the  beach, 
which  afforded  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  those  f«helK 
fiah  of  which  the  aav agea  were  Inofdtnately  food ; 
and  the  tradition  ia  that  here  the  Maaaaahoaetts 
Indiana  met  at  oertain  perioda  of  the  year  and  paaaed 

>  Thera  ia  another  Mid  verj  abaurd  durivalion  of  (lia  name 
flqnaataiB,  BUggmttd  hy  the  boM  fiioe  of  the  rook  •)  il»  netiwiird 
rxirPtiiily,  "  frmn  whence,"  wrote  John  A<l«n>!^  in  1762,  "iho 
squaw  thr«ir  bers«lf  who  gave  her  name  tu  the  place"  (Works, 
U.  lM}i  bniM  t^iww'a  tuablt,  •UweviBlod  into  SqomnUia. 


I  their  time  in  gamea  and  feeating.   Indeed,  the  naaae 

of  the  tribe  is  su{ip(t'«ed  to  have  been  derived  from 
tlie  .small  .savin-crowned  iiuniuiock,  Ivini^  between  the 
Field.s  anil  Squantuni,  and  bearini^  in  its  shape  some 
I  more  or  Ivsh  tiiuciful  resemblauue  (o  ao  arrow's  head.* 
It  wonid  thna  appear  that  not  only  waa  the  name 
of  the  commonwealth  derived  from  a  spot  within 
the  limitf*  of  Quincy,  but  it  was  within  those  limits 
alno  that  the  Massachusetts  tribe  found  tb-.t  ntDuiou 
;  gathering-place  which  was  to  them  what  the  Isth- 
I  mbn  fielda  were  to  the  Oreeica.   ^le  eealem  dope 
of  the  Blue  Hills  and  the  shorea  of  Quincy  B«y 
were  the  cradle,  tlie  home,  and  the  tjrave  of  the  race. 

At  nnc  period,  also,  and  that  not  long  before  the 
visit  of  the  Plymouth  explorers,  the  Maa!^aohu9eUl> 
were  a  floarkhiog  and  wariike  tribe.  They  eeeupied 
the  whole  of  JSUatern  Massachusetts,  north  of  what  ia 
now  the  Plymouth  boundary,  including  the  pres^ent 
counties  of  Norfolk,  J^utFoik,  Middlesex,  and  Kssei. 
Nanepashemet  was  their  last  great  sachem,  lie  bad 
I  waged  war  with  the  Taratinea  of  the  Penobaeet  in 
1615,  and  waa  killed  by  them  at  hia  home  in  Medfotd 
in  1()19.  In  the  days  of  this  sachetii.  it  is  said,  tbe 
Massachusetts  could  put  three  thousand  fightinjr  men 
into  the  field.  Yet,  prior  to  lb2U,  we  gel  from  the  early 
reoorda  but  few  glimpeea  of  them,  and  those  broken  and 


>  Ncfti,  la  bfo  Wmrr  (vol.  Oi.  p.  SI5),  rays,  "  It  wa>  caik 
tomary  amonK  the  MvafM  to giv*  Mmw  (u  their  link-  natioaa 
or  clang  from  «ouie  r«Bark»bl«  bill,  river,  ur  ^yi^ns  about 
whleb  ihty  lived.  The  most  probable  aocount  of  tli<'  •>rigiB  of 
tb«  wm  MaanoboNtt*  i«  tbat  which  I  har«  re«eiv«l  fro« 
tb»  ttvw.  Mr.  Btlltvga.  of  Littl*  Compton,  by  tb«  baadi  of  a 
learned  gentleman  of  Boston,  lli^  w>>rii«  ore  thr^e:  'Tbe 
saoben,  or  sa^auiore,  wbo  goromod  the  Indians  in  this  part  U 
tb«  country  wboB  tbo  Bsgliih  eamo  SfOt  bitbw  bad  bit  o«*t 

en  II  ?rii:ill  liiU  cr  upland,  contjliliirih'  |jiTlin|    nti  iiere  »n-:i  a 

bftif,  about  two  lesguat  to  the  southward  of  iioatuu,  frouttog 
Mmat  Bay,  aad  baobod  with  a  lacfa  tiaot  of  s»tt-m«adow ; 
which  hill  or  hurnmotb  is  now  in  possession  of  CapUjoba 
Billings,  and  IIl  -  iu  tbo  shape  ofan  Indisn  arrow's  head,  wbleb 
atfOW-boad u-  rt-  ealled  in  tbeir  language  mos,  or  inons,  witb 
aa  o  nasal :  and  a  tailliatboir  langnago  ia  "wotaaot,"  pr»> 
aoaaood  according  to  aa"wooban(,"  Haaoetbia  groat taebOB*! 
MOt  waa  called  Moswetusci,  which  signifies  a  hill  io  the  shspa 
of  aa  arrow'*  boad,  aad  bio  (utiiioeto  tbo  Moawouuoi  Indiaaa, 
from  wbenoo,  wltb  a  naall  variaUoa  of  tbo  word,  tbo  pcofiaoo 
received  the  nari;i'  t<f  MusfaehuJii*!.'  " 
la  tbo  appoadix  to  tbe  "  Report  ot  the  Proooodiags  of  tbe 
I  Anorioan  AaUqaariaa  8ooli|r*'  Ibr  Ootobor,  1M7,  tboi*  laa 
p;i).t.-r  Mil  Uie  n.ime  "  Massachusetts."  The  f  inMcfr  r"!V-ri»d  the 
I  qur!ition  to  J.  Ilammond  Trumboll,  whu,  unaci  liste  of 
I  Not.  2, 1867,  wrote  as  follows :  "  I  should  say,  then,  that '  Mas- 
sAeViu'irtt«'  was  originsltyaa  Anglioiiad plural  of  aoorr>igit  r  rm 
(Massachuset},  in  which  be  wbo  int  ntod  HMonded,  -air  'U^b 
ignorance  of  (ho  language,  the  description  of  the  place  (iii'i>ad- 
ebo-ut)  at  tbo  'gnat  bill'  (or  '  bills')  witb  tbo  tribal  nam  of 
tbo  Indiaat  wbo  ttvod  tbawaboats,  M'sadflhaiaBek,  'gnatUll 
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distorted.  Id  1614,  Captaio  John  Smith  bad  Tojaged 
•ioug  tba  Mmt  EnglAod  eoist  in  aa  opm  boat,  trading 
and  acploriDg.  He  then  aa«  aosMthbg  of  lha  Maaaa- 
ahaaattij  and  he  described  them  aa  a  "  goodly,  atmng, 
and  well-proportionct!  people,"  dwelling  in  a  resrion 
which  impresaed  itself  upon  hitu  aa  "  the  paradi»a  uf 
all  tbaae  parts,  far  liora  ara  manj  isles,  all  planted 
with  ooni,  grovoa,  naidberrifla,  aalTage-gardena,  aod 
good  barbora.'*  He  speaki  of  (ho  iDiKans,  too,  as 
"  very  kind,  bnt  in  their  fury  no  Ipss  valiant ;  for 
upon  a  (juarrel  that  wo  had  with  oqo  of  them,  he 
oaljr  with  thne  othen  ennaad  tho  harhor  of  Oobaaaei 
lo  eartaln  rooka  wharabj  wa  niiat  {mub,  and  there 
let  fly  that  anowa  Ar  oar  ahot  till  wo  waio  out  of 
dansrer." 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  though  it  cannot  be 
positively  asserted,  that  in  the  course  of  this  ezpe- 
ditian  Smith  landed  in  Qntnoy  and  had  dealings 
with  the  savages,  for  on  the  rude  map  of  the  coast 
which  he  ihea  drew,  "  from  point  to  point,  isle  to 
isle,  and  harbor  to  harbor,"  Quiucy  and  Weymouth 
Baya  aeem  to  be  olaarly  indicated.  Neither  oould 
tho  appaanaoa  of  a  Suropean  trader  in  thoae  waten, 
hnvo  been  at  (hut  time  un  unusual  event,  for  the  har- 
bor was  already  well  known  and  frpqnently  visited, 
iodeed,  Smith  mentions  the  fact  that  a  French  vessel 
bad  preceded  him  only  a  short  time  before,  effectually 
apoiliog  hia  market,  ro  far  aa  fora  were  eoneerned» 
It  had  left  litilo  in  that  way  fur  hitu.  But  lii>  then 
saw  the  tribe  of  the  Massachusetts  in  tho  full  pride 
of  ii»  savage  strength.  A  "tawny"  race  of  "  tall 
and  stroug-limbed  people,"  they  were  the  possessors 
of  **  laige  «om«AddB/*  dwelling  in  plantationa  whieb 
corered  the  idanda  in  the  bay.  Apparently  they 
were  a<i  prosperous  as  any  New  EtiL'laiid  tribe,  and, 
so  fur  as  Eoropeana  were  cooceraed,  as  peaceably 
diapoeed. 

Not  that  the  inteivomaa  between  the  tiadon  and 
the  nativea  was  at  that  lime  of  a  aatisfiustMy,  or 

always  of  a  friendly  character.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Indian.s  were,  after  their  nature,  eunninpr,  cruel, 
aod  vindictive,  while  the  tradet^  were  coarse,  reck- 
leaa,  avaridona.  In  their  way  they  were  wotbo  than 
the  aavagcs.  They  were  wholly  unscrupulous  in  their 
inethoda  of  dealing,  for  not  only  did  they  roh  and 
cheat,  but  they  sold  the  savaprw  ruiu  and  weapuas. 
Outrageous  caaea  of  wboleaaie  kidnapping  al»o  were 
not  infraqnent  Smith  aeeotdingly  had  hia  akirmish 
with  them  at  the  Cohuaet  rocks  in  1614,  and  a  year 
or  two  later  the  anclmraire  off  Pattuck'a  Island  wa.s 
the  scene  of  a  terribly  tragic  incident.  It  would 
aeem  that  a  French  vessel  bad  looked  into  the  har- 
bor.  Aa  aho  by  at  anohor  nnder  PaCtook's,  appa- 


rently unsuspeoUog,  the  savages  conceived  the  idea 
of  capturing  her.  Their  ptot  waa  atuplo  enough, 
and  ita  Teiy  dmplieity  probably  made  it  the  more 
danganma.  Throwing  a  quantity  of  fttrs  into  sev- 
eral canoes,  they  paddled  out  to  the  anchored  vessel. 
Their  bearing  was  wholly  friendly,  aod  no  wwpon 
waa  to  bo  aaon;  but  beneath  their  Mhaa,  belted  about 


their  loina,  they  earried  thdr  knivaa.   Coming  qnietly 

alongside,  they  flung  their  furs  oa  the  deek  of  the 
trader ;  and  then  in  the  usual  way  proceeded  to  chaffer 
over  the  price.  Meanwhile,  with  Indian  cunuinc;, 
they  watohed  their  opportanity.  Suddenly  the  sig- 
nal was  given,  and  they  throat  thwr  kniToa  in  the 
Frenchmen'a  balKaa.**  TIm  surprise  was  complete. 
Most  of  the  yesselV  crew  seem  to  have  been  dis- 
patched out  of  band ;  but  the  master,  leas  fortunate 
than  tho  othen  in  that  ho  waa  only  wounded,  oon- 
eaaled  himaelf  in  tha  hold,  whither  the  aavagea  did 
not  dare  to  follow  him.  There  for  a  time  he  hid. 
>fi^aT!whiIc  the  eaptore  cut  the  vos.'«ers  cable,  and 
the  tide  swept  her  on  the  beach,  where  she  "  lay 
upon  her  aide  aod  slept."  Presently  the  nnfbrtanate 
maater,  wliether  indaead  by  peranaaion  or  oompelled 
by  pain,  hunger,  and  despair,  came  on  deck.  He, 
too,  was  killed.  Then,  after  the  sachem  had  divided 
among  his  followera  everything  which  could  be  taken 
away,  the  stranded  vessel  was  fired  and  deetroyed. 
A  number  of  yesra  later,  in  1831,  an  earjy  settler  in 
I>orcheatar,  while  laying'  the  fouodatioiis  of  a  house, 
r  .irri'  d  up  under  a  deep  eoverin;^  of  soil  several 
t  rench  coins.  Not  improbably  they  were  a  part  of 
the  plunder  taken  from  the  unfortunate  trader  nearly 
twenty  years  before. 

When  the  capture  of  this  FrancliTOsael  took  plaoo 
tho  tribe  of  the  Ma.«8achusetts  were  already  on  the 
threshold  of  extinction.  Yet  never  had  they  been  so 
prosperous  or  so  powerful.  Iodeed,  there  is  a  legend 
that  they  held  in  wretdied  captivity  aome  two  or  three 
Europeana,  of  whom  in  the  intervals  of  servile  labor 
they  made  savage  sport.  One  of  these  had  saved  a 
book,  suppofied  to  have  been  the  Bible,  in  wliieh  he 
utttiu  read  j  and  learning  at  iaat  the  language  of  his 
captocn,  he  rebuked  them  and  predicted  Ood*a  wrath 
upon  them.  But  they  famgbed  at  his  threats,  boast- 
in>r  that "  they  wora  so  many  that  God  oould  not  kiU 

them." 

It  Was  their  numbers  which  in  all  probability  led 
to  thmr  deatruetion.  The  filthinem  of  tho  Indian  and 
the  Indian  riliaga  does  not  need  to  be  here  deaerilMd. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  New  Eni;land  saraj^e.s  lived 
more  like  swine  than  like  human  beings,  and  thoir 
habitations,  reeking  with  suioku  uud  alive  with  veir- 
min,  W6M  amroondod  with  every  description  of  daei^- 
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ing  matter.  Aa  •  noe  th^  wen  not  less  BtHoeptible 
to  epidemics  than  w(  re  Kiirnpeana.    I(  tieoMMiily 

followed  tliat  ii)crcii.>e  of  number?  meant  an  increase 
of  those  conditions  which  are  sure  to  l»rL't'(l  discust'. 
aod  the  breaking  forth  of  pcbtitence  became  a  mere 
question  of  time.  In  1615  ibe  tnbe  woe  in  its  moat 
flemrishint^'  state  ;  in  1616  a  tefriUe  mortality  devel- 
oped itself  whit'li  ra<:e(i  for  two  years,  and  then  aeems 
to  have  worn  itself  out  for  want  of  fresh  matprial  ou 
which  to  feed.  It  left  behind  only  a  crushed  and 
broken«q»irited  remnant  of  the  Maaaaolmaetta.  No- 
vliere  docs  the  pe.stiKnico  seem  to  have  done  its  work 
more  pitilessly.  What  ia  now  Quinoy  8eeiu»  to  have 
bcnn  swept  almost  c.iiar  ui*  in  habitants.  Chickatabfjf  was 
driven  fiooi  his  plautaliuu  at  Passonagessit,  uis  Mouut 
WoUaaton  was  ealled,  and  apparentlj  took  refuge  at 
Sqnantam*  Of  l)i.'4  fxlluwers  few  survived ;  for  the 
wipwatns  were*  *•  full  of  dead  corpses,"  ami  •  thev  died 
in  heaps  as  tliey  lay  in  their  ho\i?c^  ;  and  tlie  living 
that  were  able  to  ahift  fur  theuiiselvesi  would  run 
away  and  let  them  die,  and  let  their  eareaaaaa  lie 
above  tlie  ground  without  burial.  For  in  a  place 
where  many  inhabited,  tlicro  hath  been  but  one  left 
alive  to  tell  what  bccanio  of  the  ro.st.  The  living 
being,  it  seems,  not  able  to  bury  the  dead,  thoy 
were  left  for  erowa,  kitea,  and  vermin  to  prey  upon. 
And  the  bones  and  skulls  upon  the  several  plaoea  of 
their  habitations  made  such  a  spectacle  after  my  com- 
ing into  thme  parts,  that  as  I  traveled  in  that  forest 
near  the  Massachusetts,  it  seemed  to  me  a  new  found 
Golgotha." 

8noh  were  the  marks  of  the  great  pestUenee  of 

1616-17,  as  seen  by  Tliomas  Morton  when  he  first 
visited  Quincy  in  the  summer  of  l(t22,  less  than  a 
jear  after  Standish  and  his  party  had  visited  S4UaD- 
turn.' 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

QUINCY— (tWiiMiierf).  I 
MXBBTIIODKT. 

Tiiot  (.n  visited  by  the  Plymouth  explorers  in 

ItVil,  the  territory  of  Quincy  remained  unncnij'ied 
by  Europeans  for  nearly  four  years  lunger.  Cbicka- 

'  It  tl  not  necossaiT'  in  a  locnl  hintorr  todifCUM  the  nftturo  or 
tho  gnat  pc«Ulnio«.  It  if  a  aubjeot,  morMver,  on  wbiob  lbs  . 
ta«dia«]  autboritlM  h»T*  been  nnabt*  to  raicb  rnnj  deflnft*  «ob-  ' 
oiuton.  Sue  "  New  Knglisb  riiiuiui"  I'riticc  .Soniclj  iiliii un  i.  ! 
ISS,  B.  It  ia  fuffiaieat  here  to  nay  thut,  whatever  it  vra«,  it  J 
•wqAth*  MrritarjriiihMqBMit^ofBatijMd  into  tin  toin»blp  | 
of  BraiatiWk  alaiott  wballj  dter  of  ladUw  oeoapaata.  J 


tabot  lived  appaiently  on  the  southwesterly  tlope  ef 
the  Squantum  headland,'  in  a  sheltered  nook  which 
can  still  be  identified.  Tt  has  already  been  mentioned 
that  his  tolliiwiriir  did  not  in  number  exceed  three- 
svore.  Nurth  of  the  Neponset  the  sachem  Obbati- 
newafe  may  have  rnled  over  aa  many  more.  Soath  of 
the  Honatoquit,  in  what  »  now  Weynoath,  dwelt 
Aberde<*cst  with  the  poor  remnant  of  his  people. 
.Vftcr  the  plairne.  therefore,  the  country  was  praeti- 
vally  uninhabited.  It  was  given  up  to  wild  auituais. 
A  few  yean  before  eonatdemble  portions  of  the  more 
fertile  uplands  had  been  under  rude  Indian  cultivation. 
With  the  ravages  of  the  jje.stilenee  this  ceased,  and 
s{>fediK'  the  clearoil  ground  had  beoouie  coverfrl  with 
a  young  growth  of  forest  trees.  Of  the  original 
aspect  of  the  oonntiy  nothing  now  remainBezeept  the 
sea-shore  and  the  wooded  sidea  of  the  Blue  Hllla. 
All  else  has  been  transformed.  In  1G20  the  region 
was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  The  hills 
and  uplands  were  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
native  timb«',  in  whieh  the  oak,  the  elm,  the  hidcory^ 
the  oheatnot,  the  ash,  and  the  maple  were  intermixed 
with  pine,  hemlock,  and  cedar.  The  undergrowth 
also  was  heavy,  making  it  difficult  to  force  a  way 
through  the  forest  except  by  the  beaten  trail.  The 
lowlands  and  Talleya,  where  brooks  now  flow  in 
atraight  ehannda  ent  ainee  the  aaitlement,  were  then 
impenetrable  tangles  through  which  sluggish  streams 
found  a  devious  way.  Densely  wooded  with  swamp 
timber,  over  which  grapevines  and  creepers  grew  io 
profoHon,  these  tanglea  were  the  home  of  the  benver, 
the  otter,  and  the  mink,  and  the  rafhige  of  deer,  the 
wolf  and  the  bear.  While  the  shore  was  alive  with 
birds,  the  sea  swarmed  with  fish.  In  the  autumn 
almost  innumerable  wild  turkeys  filled  the  woods,  in 
whkih  groQse'and  partridge  were  found  in  proftirion, 
together  with  geese,  qnail,  woodeoek,  and  snipe.  The 
beaches,  alive  with  all  manner  of  shnre  birds,  from 
the  duck  to  the  f>nnderlin?r.  seemed  underlaid  with 
shell-fish.    Lobsters  swarmed  io  the  shallow  waters. 


'  Tradilion  ]iuiab>  out  Ihv  siuall  buuioioek,  alre*<ijr  referred 
to,  botwooB  Atlantio  ud  WolbMtoh  «*  lb*  pbwo  wboro  Cliieka- 
fiitn'l  (twctf.  It  if  «-<  ?pnk«D  of  in  Whitney**  "History  of 
Quincy"  (p.  29].  iiui  ialtcr  ponion.il  exAuiinatiuo  of  the 
ground,  Mr.  Hoary  W.  H»>ne«,  the  nrchtoologlat,  wm  ooable  to 
find  thero  nay  traoo  uf  Indian  oeotip'^tion,  and  be  u^^rtod  Uut 
the  utter  obeeoeo  of  frech  water  made  tneb  an  occupation 
wholly  imprulmble.  At  the  cove  in  Squantiim,  referred  to  in 
tbo  lozt,  bo  foaod  not  onlj  » iprinc  of  froob,  olonr  wnUr  olooo 
to  tbo  sboro,  but  alto  a  large  whM  beap,  nanoreni  Tndfaa  fra- 
plcinents,  and  othor  in  liouli  ii?  uf  p<  riiiiineiu  rjccupjiti  :n.  He 
oonfidcntljr  fixed,  therefore,  the  dwelling  plaoo  of  an  Indian 
«Mb«ai,  proienkbly  Cbiokatabot,  In  tin  imnodiato  aalfbbor- 
liood  ut  thopnaaatMOHMr  naUonoo  of  Hr.  0. 7.  BarUaidb 
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Further  out  were  found  hnuncHess  halibut,  coil,  and 
mackerel ;  while  Id  the  spring  the  streams  were  so 
liidced  with  t]«wiTi»  that  it  ieeiii«d  to  the  firvt  aet- 
tlem  that  ''one  might  go  orer  their  baclcs  dry-abod.*' 

Of  bas8  Thomafl  Morton  wrote  that  he  had  seen  a 
8cho<»l  of  thein  stifficient  to  load  ao  hundred  ton  ship 
stranded  in  Black's  Creek  at  the  goin^  out  of  the 
tide.  The  r^oo  was  a  sportsman's  paradise,  and  a 
deroted  aportiiDaii  lint  oeeiipicd  it. 

But  this  did  tii>t  take  place  uotil  Jttoe,  1625. 
Meanwhile  the  nei}rhborinjr  toiritory  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Monatoquit — that  portion  of  the  town- 
ship of  Wejnoath  aioee  Itnown  as  Old  Spain — had 
been  twice  ooonpied.  Id  July,  1623,  came  Weatoo's 
partj  of  adventurer!),  who  went  away  in  a  body  in 
the  piinoecding  Marcli.  They  had  been  succeeded  in 
the  fullowing  September  by  the  Robert  (iorges  colony, 
a  small  remnant  of  whom  still  remained  there  aflcr 
dieir  leader  went  hone  to  England  in  the  npriog  of 
1624.  But  this  is  a  portion  of  the  hi-tnry  of  Wey- 
mouth, and  relates  to  Quincy  only  from  the  fact  that 
Thomas  Morton,  a  few  year.>  later  the  tir-r  settler  at 
Mount  Wollastoo,  apparently  came  over  with  Andrew 
WeatoD  ID  Jane,  1622,  and  paaaed  a  lai^e  portion  of 
that  summer  at  We!<safru8set,  as  Old  Spain  was  then 
called,  refurnln^  to  E[)f,'lun(l  in  Sejitember.  An  eager 
sportsman,  Morton  was  L'il'ted  with  a  keenly  appreci- 
ative sense  of  the  beauiit'ul  in  nature,  and  he  went 
away  deeply  impressed  by  what  he  had  aeeo  of  the 
fioniltfy  OD  the  south  side  of  Boston  Bay.  He  had 
come  to  it  while  it  slione  with  the  freshne^  of  June, 
and,  roatniiii:  thr(iu;:h  its  unocfiipied  forest  wilderne><s 
during  the  monihH  of  July  and  August,  he  had  gone 
away  jaat  as  the  fnll  ripeDeas  of  the  snnmer  was 
mellowing  into  antnmD.  Aeoordingly  it  had  aeented 
to  him  an  earthly  paradise,  and  ho  could  not  find 
iangnage  giowing  enough  to  do  jostioe  to  it: 

"And  wben  T  bad  inor«  Ki^rioii^ly  coniideroJ  of  the  boauty 
(if  Ibe  pl»c«,  with  all  her  fair  lnyy  mcDtn,  I  did  not  think  that 
la  all  th«  fcaowa  Wwld  it  could  be  parallelod ;  for  io  inany 
g«edly  grovoj  nf  trec^,  dainty,  fine,  round,  rising  hillocks,  deli 
«•!«,  fair,  large  plui  us,  sweet  crystal  foantaiiit,  and  clear  runni  ug 
*tx«*au,  tb»l  Iwinsio  fine  niennders  through  tb«  aieadeti,  mak- 
iBgMiwMt  aaiiinattring  uui»e  to  hear  ua  would  even  lull  tba 
MOM  with  deYli^bt  a^lofft :  -^n  pic&anntly  do  they  glide  upon 
the  pebble  •'iuin-^,  jcttiiii;  !ini-.t  JuL'Undiy  wIrtl'  tlicy  .1  >  iiici.t, 
and,  band  in  hand,  run  down  to  Neptaae'i  Court  to  pajr  the 
TMvljr  tiibate  wUeh  tttj  ewe  to  him  tm  Mvaralgn  Lord  «r  all 
the  .•|iringi!.  Contained  within  tlip  vmIihuc  nf  th>-  Imi  l  fun-] 
fowl»  in  abuDdaoofl^  fish  in  multitudes,  and  [I  discuvercMi],  bc> 
fUm,  aitlioM  of  lartto^ovM  «n  tha  gmn  boofht,  wbi«b  aat 

pMkiog  of  the  full,  ripe,  pl»>ti5an<  prnpr>»  fhnt  wnre  impp'irtcil  ^y 
tha  lusty  tre««,  wboou  fi  uilful  luui  did  uiaio  the  arua«  lit  iitaJ  ; 
while,  bera  and  there  dispersed,  you  tnigbt  wo  [also]  lilies  of 
UuDapbnean  trea,  which  aada  tha  land  to  me  Mam  Faradi«<< . 
itr  Hi  mine  eye  I'waa  nailan^s  BMatar-pieco, — her  obiafett  mng- 


aaina  «f  all,  where  lives  bar  tton.  Ifdlia  laod  fa*  Botriieh,tliaB 
la  tha  whala  world  poor  t" 

Qdng  hade  to  Bnf^and  he  waa  eager  to  retarn  to 
America;  finr  not  only  was  he  fascinated  with  tho 

country  as  a  sportfrnnn  and  Ii>ver  of  nature,  but  he 
confidently  believed  that  a  nio.st  profitable  trade  with 
the  savages  might  be  opened.  Meanwhile  Weston's 
enterprise  oane  to  •  miaenble  end  the  firilowing 
spring.  Morton  apparently,  thoi^h  not  wholly  wltb> 
out  means,  was  unable  to  orc;nnizc  an  expodition  of 
his  own.  He  mi^ht  naturally  hnv^  npplieii  to  Sir 
Ferdinuudo  Gorges,  who  through  ail  the^e  year^  was 
laboring  to  bring  about  eiii^;fatton  to  New  EogUnd. 
But  Sir  Ferdinando  liad  jnat  before  failed  eompletely 
in  hi."  effrtrt  to  support  liis  mn  Robert's  colony,  nor 
eon). I  he  have  felt  very  kindly  t<)wards  any  one  who 
had  boon  connected  with  Weston.  Indeed,  through 
WestoD,  he  waa  then  in  seriona  tronble  at  eonri ;  for 
the  ^brmer  had  obtained  leave  to  send  certain  mnni* 

tions  of  war  to  N^ew  England  and  luul  then  sold  them 
to  the  Freneli.  For  this  act  Sir  Kerdiuando,  as  head  of 
the  council  for  New  Kogland,  had  "  suffered  a  shrewd 
oheok"  from  King  CharW  miniaten,  and  been  or- 
dered to  arrest  the  offender.  Ad  aaaociate  of  Wea* 
ton's  could  hardly,  therefore,  have  expected  to  receive 
aid  from  Gonj«>*i ;  nor  indeed  does  Morton  now  appear 
to  have  been  in  any  way  connected  with  him.  He 
had  consequently  to  find  other  aasooiatea.  This  he 
succeeded  at  last  io  doing,  and  he  is  next  heard  of 
pailiiiLT  into  Boston  Bay  in  Juno,  162.').  In  eompany 
with  a  number  of  adventurers,  chief  among  whom 
was  a  Cupl.  Wollastou.  The  party  had  come  over 
with  a  body  of  artided  servants,  intending  to  establish 
a  phntation  and  tfading-|Mat.  Of  Woliastoo,  the 
man  who  gave  to  Quincy  its  first  English  detiiirnntion, 
nothing,  not  even  hh  Ohri?itian  name,  is  known. 
Among  the  Plymouth  puupte  he  bore  the  reputation 
of  being  "  a  man  of  pretic  parts*'  and  of  "  some  emi> 
nende,"  and  it  is  possibb  that  he  may  he  the  samis 
person  who  Oapt.  John  Smith  in  101,5  met  as  Lieut. 
Wollaston,  serving  undor  one  "  Tapt.  Barra,  an  English 
pirate,  in  a  small  ship,  with  some  twelve  pieces  of  or- 
dnance, abont  thirty  men,  and  near  oil  starved.'* 
WhsssoeTcr  and  howsoever  he  oame  by  his  means,  id 
1635  Wollaston  had  sufficient  to  be  the  principal 
partner  in  the  company  of  which  Morton  was  also  a 
member ;  and,  presumably  under  the  guidance  of  Uie 
latter,  tbey  found  their  way  into  BostOD  Bay.  Wcs- 
sagnsset,  and  the  old  stoelmde  and  bttHdiogs  erected 
there  three  years  before  by  Weston's  people,  they 
fiiuiid  occupied  by  what  remained  of  the  Gorjes  colony, 
which  bad  now  been  there  nearly  two  years.  The 
oew-oomem  had  neoeasarily  to  go  elsewhere.  They 
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•iQoordinglf  nt  down  at  •  point  etllod  by  the  Indiiina  | 
FamttaflieMitt  and  ever  since  known  as  Mount  Wol- 
laston.    The  exact  site  of  the  1iou3e  they  built — the  ' 
first  house  erected  in  Quiney — ennnot  he  itlpnttfirt]  ;  ' 
but  traiiilioD  places  it  on  the  southwestern  Hlupc  of  i 
the  liill  and  not  fkt  flrom  its  stimmtt,  at  a  point  wbore 
in  recent  years  a  few  coins  and  the  charred  remains  of 
ancient  timbers  turt)cd  up  in  the  soil  told  that  some 
cdiGee,  cif  which  nu  record  remainp,  tmcp  hn<\  stood. 
Id  auy  cveui,  it  was  in  this  vicinity  that  the  advea- 
taren  Mtablbhed  themadvos ;  nor  fbr  thdr  purposes  ■ 
was  the  ptaoe  badly  chosen.  They  had  oome  to  trade. 
Thpy  mcnnt  (n  hold  active  commercial  intercourse  with  i 
the  Indians,  and  Passonagcssit  was  not  only  a  favorite 
gathering- point  of  the  Massachusetts  tribe,  but  it 
atood  in  pbdn  triew  of  the  entnnoe  to.th«  hail>or.  No  I 
ship  ooald  Qonte  in  without  bdng  aaea  ftom  thenee. 
It  had  but  one  drawback, — there  was  no  deep  water. 
Then  as  now  Quincy  Bay  was  but  a  tidal  inlet.    But  ! 
farther  out,  among  the  islands,  there  was  excellent  , 
■nehorage,  and  Wottaaton  and  hia  aaaoeiataa  evidently  I 
thought  that  a  boat  oonnanicnibn  hatween  their 
trading  depot  and  the  ahifqping  wonld  aoawer  way 
purpose.  ' 

During  what  remained  of  the  summer  of  1625  the 
party  wen  buy  providing  themadvea  with  abetter 
and  laying  oat  a  plantalieo.  PaaBonageaut  waa  almoat 
an  island.  On  its  northern  side  was  a  salt  water 
creek,  flanked  with  marRhc.^  and  soon  !n«t  in  the  tan- 
gled swamps  of  the  neighboring  upland  ;  while  to  the  i 
loiith  and  weat  waa  a  broad  hnain,  wbieb  avptiod  and 
filled  with  every  tide,  and  abont  thia  lay  other  manhoa 
reaching  nearly  across  to  the  ereek  at  the  north. 
These  marshes  were  thick  with  liquid  mud,  and  nearly 
impassable  from  a  dense  growth  of  oedar  and  under- 
bmalu  Aoraaa  tbenn  tan  a  ibw  gravel  ridges,  afford- 
ing the  only  pneticable  eonneation  between  Paaaonap 
gessit  and  the  upland.  The  peninsula  itself,  it  has 
already  been  seen,  had  some  ywrs  before  been  cleared 
of  forest  growth.  It  bad  then  become  the  burial- 
plaea  of  the  aaelMni  Chickatabol'a  mmker,  ovor  whose 
grave  two  great  bear-akina  had  been  atretebed  nntil 
aonie  wandering  explorers  presently  despoiled  it  of 
them.  While  thus  abandoned  the  place  had  a^riiin 
become  covered  with  a  young  forest  growth,  which 
waa  now  to  be  cleared  away  and  the  soil  made  ready 
ftr  the  aeed. 

The  summer  could  hardly  have  anfficed  for  the 
work  of  preparation  The  winter  which  ensued 
seems  to  have  satiiiiied  Wullaston.  Before  it  waa  over 
he  had  evidently  made  up  his  mind  that  there  was 
amaU  profit  and  no  pleaaore  fbr  hm  in  New  Aigbmd. 
80^  early  in  1626,  he  prepared  to  go  elaewhere.  Tak> 


iog  with  him  a  portion  of  the  aitioled  aervanta,  and 
leaving  one  of  his  asaooiatea,  Raadell  by  nave,  is 

chaise  of  the  pl.intation,  he  set  sail  for  Virginia. 
There,  if  be  did  not  find  a  plnccof  ^ettlenr^nt  more  to 
h'lH  laste  than  Passonagcssit,  he  did  find  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  thoae  be  brought  with  him,  and  he  is  said  to 
have  sold  them,  or  rather  hb  tight  to  their  tabor  na« 
der  his  contracts,  on  terms  quite  satisfactory  to  him- 
self. He  then  sent  back  orders  to  Rasdelt  that  he 
should  put  another  of  the  associates,  one  Pitcher,  io 
charge,  and  himadf  oome  to  Virginia,  bringing  with 
him  mora  of  die  aervanta.  Theae  riso  aeem  to  have 
been  sold.  It  wa.s  evident  that  the  phmtatioQ  at  Faa- 
Ronagessit  wa.«<  to  b«  broken  up. 

This  did  not  meet  the  views  of  Morton.  How 
largo  an  intereat  he  himaelf  had  in  the  venture  ia  nat 
ItnowD.  It  waa  fmbably  small ;  and  he  eonld  mora- 
over  have  been  looked  upon  with  little  favor  by  the 
other  partners,  for  it  was  ho  who  by  his  glowing  ae- 
count  of  the  country  bad  gut  iheui  into  their  troubles. 
But  Morton  liked  New  England,  and  he  evidently  did 
not  deaim  to  go  bade  to  old  Bn^aad.  At  the  time 
it  was  said  that  he  could  not  go  bank  there  :  (hat,  in 
fact,  he  had  been  implicated  In  a  marder,  and  had 
fled  the  country.  Later,  warrants  certainly  were  out 
againat  him.  And  yet  there  ia  no  evidanoe  in  sop- 
poit  of  the  ehaigea,  ibr  thoogh  he  waa  aflerwacda 
sent  back  to  England  under  arrest,  he  never  seems  to 
have  been  tri"d  ;  and.  if  he  had  committed  the  hein- 
ous crimes  of  which  he  was  accused,  they  would  seem 
to  have  been  forgotten  before  he  waa  arraigned  to  ao- 
awer  for  them.  Bat  of  If  orton'a  earlier  lifii  not  naah 
ia  known.  He  seems  to  have  had  an  education  of 
some  sort ;  for,  though  he  could  not  write  English, 
he  was  food  of  quoting  Latin,  and  he  had  a  little 
knowledge  of  the  law.  Indeed,  he  called  himaelf 
<*of  diffbrd'a  Inn,  gant.;**  but  that  be  ever  raally 
studied  law,  or  had  any  reco<rnized  standing  at  the 
London  bar,  i.s  most  improbable.  An  inerained  Bo- 
hemian and  sportsman,  he  had  oome  to  New  England 
to  enjoy  himself,  and  at  the  same  Ume  to  maice 
money ;  and  it  was  of  very  little  eounaqnenee  to  hhn 
how  be  ^d  «ther  one  or  the  other,  provided  only  ha 
did  both. 

He  accordingly  saw  with  much  disfavor  every  ar- 
rangement made  to  break  up  the  plantation.  Mean* 
while,  anpplieB  were  running  ahort,  and  a  spirit  of 
general  disoonteot  prevailed.    OP  this  Morton  took 
j  advantage,  and  gradually  instilled  into  the  minds 
I  of  the  few  servants  who  were  lefl  the  sospidon  (for 
which  there  was  undoubtedly  excellent  ground)  that 
It  wonid  be  their  Inni  next  to  go  to  Yiiginia  and  ha 
J  aold.   He  then  si^BHted  that,  if  hs  were  at  the  hand 
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of  the  pliBtatioD,  thej  migbt  all  dirall  there  tageth«r 
M  eqndB,  aad  not  vbHj  eojoj  Ufa,  but  dtrive  hrga 

profits  from  planting  and  trading.     Exclusive  of 
Fitcher,  there  were  hnt  seven  men  now  left.    All  of 
these  Morton  fleems  to  have  won  over,  and  at  last  ; 
WdlMtfMi**  depatj  wai  throat  out  of  doon,  md  loft  • 
to  diift  as  best  ho  ooold.    Ho  betook  hinadf  to  ^ 
WessaguBset,  and  thence  found  hu  way  to  Plynotttb. 
Neither  he  nor  Wollaston  nr«  »eain  mentioned,  nor 
do  thej  seem  to  have  made  anj  attempt  to  re-esUblisb 
thenadvti  «t  FinaoiiageBnt. 

Morton  miatiMd  oadiatiirbed  at  the  head  of  the 
oalablttbiiieiit  there,  and  he  proceeded  to  make  good 
his  promises  as  rcapoets  both  profit  and  enjoyment. 
With  the  Indiana  he  was  evidently  the  most  popular  < 
of  white  BMn,  for  not  only  did  he  bay  theif  fnra  on 
the  moat  ttbeial  terms,  bnt  ho  admitted  them  to  the 
free  life  and  noisy  revels  of  the  trading-post.  The 
English  of  tliosti  days,  apart  from  the  Puritan  classes, 
were  a  rude,  roistering,  hard-drinking  race,  loose  in  | 
the  tdationa  of  the  ooxeo,  and  coarse  in  thought  and  | 
tpeeeh.   Morton  waa  no  Pnrilan.   ItfbUowedieeoid- . 
ingly  that  he  and  his  men  Mwn  began  to  eatabUah  i 
trm^in^-post  r^'lafiuiis  with  the  sava<re<!,  both  men  and 
womeu,  such  as  were  at  a  later  day  coiuuiou  euoagh,  ! 
bat  which  op  to  that  time  bad  been  aokoown,  at  any 
nie  in  New  Bof^and.  This  ndtleaneM  ealminated  | 
with  the  spring  of  1627  in  n  pireeeoding  wUoh  has 
passed  into  history. 

May-day  was  then  a  great  English  merry-oiaking. 
It  came  oo  what  is  now  the  11th  of  the  month,  so 
that  the  aensoD  waa  eooaiderably  more  adfanoed  than 
it  is  under  the  reformed  ealendar.   There  wai  alio 
about  the  anniversary  much  of  the  coarseness  and 
kxve  morality  of  the  time.    It  vha  by  no  means  the  I 
Meet,  simple  anniversary,  devoted  to  innocent  dancing  ' 
•bent  a  pc4e  wreathed  with  garlanda  of  ft«Biily<gath-  i 
eiod  wikl-flowers,  which  the  modem  imi^oation  has 
been  wont  to  Hrrict     On  the  contrary,  it  partook  of 
the  Roman  worship  ot  Flora  ;  it  was  a  sort  of  satur- 
nalia.   Not  without  cause,  therefore,  did  the  Puritans 
view  it  with  dialhvor.  Tot  eaeh  raenrriog  eeaaoo  the 
fiabemen  on  the  New  England  coast  were  wont  to  erect  j 
t'hf^e  poles  at  their  stations,  making  merry  iihout  them 
as  with  noiny  gaue<«  and  dmokeo  revelry  they  greeted 
the  return  of  spring.  I 

It  baa  already  been  mentioned  that  Morton  waa 
something  of  a  scholar.  Up  to  that  tinn;  the  ))1aoe 
where  he  and  hi.s  companions  lived  had  apparently 
been  known  onlv  by  its  Indian  name.  He  now  re- 
solved to  formally  christen  it,  and  selected  May-day 
of  1637  for  10  doing.  He  says  that  ho  tranalaled  the 
name  FanKinapnmt    The  new  name  he  fixed  on  waa  I 


Maremovnt,  wbieh,  while  it  bore  evidenee  to  Hor* 
ton's  latinity,  was  ewtainly  deaeriptiTo  of  the  plaoe, 

situated  as  it  was  close  to  the  shores  of  the  bay.  Bat 
in  that  name  there  is  nothing,'  which  in  any  way  sug- 
gests a  translation  of  Passonagessit,  a  word  supposed 
to  mean  nmply  aome  spot  neer  to  a  amail  peninaala.* 
Morton  waa  a  hmnoriat.  In  solooting  a  name  there 
is  little  doubt  that  he  had  a  play  npon  words  in  his 
mind.  Marcmount  and  Merrymount  were  convertible. 
With  him  and  in  one  place  it  was  the  former ;  at  an- 
other plaoe'and  among  his  companions  it  was  the  latter. 

The  new  name  being  decided  npon,  it  was  re- 
eolTod,"  as  Morton  aaya,  to  have  it 

"Confirmed  for  »  memorial  to  nfter  age*  in  a  solemn  man- 
ner, with  rev«U  and  merriment  after  the  old  BngiUh  caatom. 
[So  they]  prepared  to  «et  up  a  maypole  upon  the  fe»tival-day 
of  Philip  and  Jacob,  and  therefore  brewed  a  barrel  of  ozoellent 
beer,  and  providoit  «  «»M  of  bottlea,  to  b«  apent,  with  other 
good  oheer,  far  all  oomera  on  that  day.  And  upon  May  day 
they  brought  tliu  tiKiv|ii.>lL'  to  tlu-  place  ap{toiiii<j'l  witli  liruitis, 
gnni,  piatoli,  and  other  fitting  iuatmBoobi,  for  that  pnrpoM ; 
and  tlim  oro^  it  with  tlio  Mp  of  mtbcm,  {hat  caao  tUlliw 

of  purpose  to  fee  tliE  manner  of  tliii  rcvcli".  A  goodly  |iine-treO 
of  eighty  foot  long  it&(  reared  up,  with  a  pair  of  bock'i  bonis 
nailed  en  aomowbat  amt  vato  tb«  top  of  It,  wban  It  stood  as  a 

fair  mark  for  dirp<?tions  bnw  tn  find  out  ttip  way  to  Mare- 
mount.  .  .  .  TLey  hail  [uko]  a  poem  in  reaJiut^,  wbioh 
waa  flxed  to  the  maypole,  to  show  lb*  naSM  ooafirmed  on  tho 
plantation.  There  wan  likowlso  a  merry  song  made,  which  was 
*uDg  by  a  chorui,  every  man  bearing  h)a  part,  wbiob  (hey  per- 
formed in  adanoe,  hand  in  hand  about  the  maypole,  while  on* 
of  the  eompsBf  mng  and  flilod  oat  tbo  food  llqaor,  liko  Q<aaj« 
made  aad  japitsr." 

The  poem,  as  he  saw  fit  to  call  it,  which  Morton 
composed  for  this  occasion,  and  the  roHioking  oborna 
to  wlueh  hia  etmipnny  danoed  nmod  tbo  maypole^  are 
doubdeas  among  the  earliest  efforta  of  the  New  Eng- 
land muse.  Yet  they  certainly  are  not  its  earliest 
effort.  Not  only  were  Governor  Bradford  and  hia 
wife  given  to  vene-making,  but  at  least  four  years 
before  Morton  exereiBed  his  gilta  at  Meant  Woltas* 
ton  the  Rev.  Thomas  Morcll  had  wiled  away  a 
winter  s  tedium  at  Wessagusset  in  the  composition  of 
an  elaborate  Ijatin  poem.  It  is  not  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  here  reproduce  Morton's  efforts,  which  can 
always  be  fbnnd  in  hia  book.  They  are  only  oaiioan 
now  ;  and,  though  at  the  tine  tbe  Plymouth  people 
roundly  denounced  them  as  scandalous  and  ev(vi  liwd, 
it  is  not  eu!<y  for  uiodern  readers  to  find  in  them 
much  rhythm  or  any  sense.  They  seem  harmless 
enough,  bnt  doggerel. 

Had  Morton  and  his  companions  been  content 
with  ficld-pport,s  and  the  writirv.^  of  versus,  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  might  not  have  set  up  a 

1  B«»  Naw  ■■gUA  Canaan  (Prines  Bm.  Bd.)  1ft,  a. 
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n«w  maypole  ut  Moaot  WoIltttOll  with  every  re- 
currinj?  spritiir,  and  sunp  and  danced  round  it  to  tlioir 
bearte'  coDtent.    Doubtless  lie  would  have  greatly 
scandalized  his  neighbura  at  Plymouth,  and  thoy  , 
miglit  have  gone  eren  to  th«  length  of  remonatnting 
irith  bim  because  of  his  carnal  practices.    But  they 
were  a  quiet,  furbeaiinix  [teople,  with  little  tlmt  was  | 
agrsrefsive  about  them,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  ; 
would  have  thought  ut'  a  recourse  to  force.  Uu> 
fefinnttdy  Ibr  MorUm,  hia  uajpole  tnd  Tenes  wen 
but  amusements.    He  had  a  very  dia^oot  eye  to 
business.    Not  ooly  was  he  fully  alive  to  the  large 
profit.s  then  and  since  to  be  made  out  of  the  fur 
trade,  but  in  carrying  on  thut  trade  he  was  restrained 
by  DO  aervplea.  The  tan  eame  ftom  the  interior, 
brought  lay  Indiana.  Through  Indiana  only  oonld 
they  be  procured,  and  towards  the  Indiana  accordingly 
Morton  adopted  a  policy  which  was  natural  etinuprh 
for  him,  but  which  none  the  less  imperiled  the 
aafitty  of  all  the  aettlem  on  the  eoaat.   In  exchange 
for  their  fura  he  gave  the  aavagea  fire-ema  and 
ammunition.    Up  to  that  time  guns  had  never  been 
found  in  the  hands  of  New  England  Indians.    The  i 
French  ou  the  coast  of  3Iaiae  and  the  Dutch  in  New 
York  had  begun  to  traffie  in  them,  and  in  1632  the 
praetioe  had  been  forbidden  by  royal  prochmation ; 
hot  in  Hassaehttseita  the  bow,  die  knife,  and  the 
hatchet  were  the  only  weapons  ever  met  with  in  the  , 
savage's  hands.    Of  fire-arms  he  stood  in  mortal 
dread ;  and  to  tbb  hat  the  Plynonth  oofony  iMd  owed 
its  pieaerration.   But  now  the  red  men  had  begnn  to 
grow  &iMliar  with  the  new  weapon.*?,  and  they  were 
eaiier  to  passes.*?  them.     When  it  came  to  trading, 
beads  and  colored  cloth  and  hatchets  no  longer  had 
their  fiwmer  attraetion.   They  were  very  well,  bnt 
two  thinga  the  In^na  ooveted  niore,<^weapooa  and 
■pints, — fire-arms  and  fira-waler.     For  these  they 
would  pvc  anything  they  possessed  or  could  procure. 
The  trade  in  spirits  was  scandalous  ;  but  the  English 
were  a  drunken  race,  and  they  had  few  scruples  on  ; 
that  score.    Morton  carerully  denied  (hat  he  ever  ' 
■old  the  Indiana  UqaOT.    Yet  they  took  part  in  his  , 
revej'i.  and  there  ennnot  be  much  duubt  that  they 
had  their  share  of  the  good  cheer  then  provided. 
Ue  does  not  deny  that  be  used  them  as  huntsmen, 
putting  guns  into  their  hands  and  teaehing  them  their 
una.    They  proved  apt  pupils  also.    They  knew  just 
where  to  look  for  wild  animals,  and  bow  best  tn  ap 
proach  them.    They  were  fleet  of  foot  and  quick  ul" 
sight.    Koowiog  how  to  use  the  fire-arms,  and  seeing 
how  deadly  as  weapons  they  were,  the  aavagea  hecnne  ! 
crazy  to  own  them.  | 
So,  in  cheap  ezohange  for  their  fura,  Morton  gaf e  > 


the  Indiana  all  the  fsnna  he  eoold  apare,  and,  Ui 

avarice  being  now  excited,  ho  sent  to  England  for  a 
larpcr  supply.  He  proposed  to  go  into  the  bu^ine®? 
byiitematically.  His  establishment  also  acquired  a 
reputation — a  bad  one,  it  ia  tme,  but  ■(ill  a  reputa- 
tbn — among  the  masteis  of  the  nanieRNiB  Teasels 
which  then  each  year  traded  along  the  coast.  They 
more  and  more  frequented  Boston  harbor.  Merry- 
mount  thus  "began  to  come  forward,"  as  Mortoo 
himself  eipreaaed  it^  and  so  elated  waa  he  by  hia  $a> 
eeaa  that  he  even  extended  bia  opatntiona  to  the  eoaat 
of  Maine,  where,  in  the  summer  following  the  eroctioo 
of  the  maypnle.  he  ?eems  to  have  established  a  sort  of 
branch  trading-hou.se  on  Kichmond  Island,  close  to 
the  entrance  of  Cbaoo  Bay.  Things,  indeed,  aeemai 
to  l>e  moving  proaperaoaly  with  the  remnant  of  W«l^ 
laston'a  company,  and  tho.se  of  them  who  had  pat 
their  trust  in  Morton  doubtless  lM>«ran  to  feel  that 
they  were  justified  by  the  event.  They  looked  for- 
ward to  an  undiatuibed  life,  in  whieh  ertfwinoieanog 
proftt  would  be  eomblned  with  pleaaant  lioanaau 

They  reckoned  without  their  hoNt.  To  the  whole 
eosst  from  Plymuuth  up  t"  Port.smouth,  Merrymouot 
became  not  only  a  nuiHuuce,  but  a  dangerous  unisaooe. 
Upon  that  eoaat  there  were  not  (ben  many  inhabited 
plaeea;  but  (here  were  a  few.  PlynMnih  waa  the 
most  populous,  and  at  Plymouth  there  may  have  been 
some  two  hundred  souls  in  all.  dwelling  in  two  score 
houses  encircled  by  a  stockade  half  a  mile  in  circum- 
fenmce.  There  was  a  analler  ■ettleaeni  at  Wej- 
month,  only  a  mile  or  ao  away  Jbm  MerryiiMMni(«and 
scattered  familiea  lived  at  Thompson's  Island,  Shaw- 
mut,  as  the  peninsula  of  Boston  was  called,  and 
Charlestown  and  South  Boston.  There  were  a  few 
more,  tradm  ebicfly,  at  Hall  and  upon  Gape  Ann, 
and  near  where  Porlamonth  now  ia.  Tlieae  peopb 
had  come  to  New  England  to  stay.  They  were  living 
here  with  their  wives  and  their  ebildren.  And  now 
Indians  with  guDS  in  their  hands  were  prowhog 
through  the  wooda,  Aa  yet  (hey  were  io  ■eaieh  of 
game  only ;  but  it  could  not  be  long  belbre  they  real- 
ited  their  new  power.  Behind  the  little  .-^cttleoienlSi 
and  lirtween  them,  lay  the  vast,  impenetrable  wilder- 
ne.s.s,  in  regard  to  which  the  settlers  knew  oolhing.  The 
Massachus^tta  Indiana  were  a  weak,  bioken  nunaat; 
bnt  who  knew  what  other  tribes  oeenpied  the  ^Ble^ 
ior;  nor  could  any  one  divine  the  conspiracies  which 
raijxht  there  be  forming,  ready  to  biirft  when  least 
expected.  The  situation  was  alarming  enough  st 
best ;  the  sense  of  the  vast  nnknown  donbdeaa  aada 
it  more  ao,  and  Morton**  praoaedingi  were  &a(  m- 
denng  it  unendoiable.  The  instinct  of  self-preserva* 
tion  wbu^ered  that  something  mnat  be  done,  and  (bat 
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quickljr-  Either  th«  MenjrnioBiit  lends  Id  Sr*«niis 
Bnafc  be  stopped,  or  the  country  abendooed. 

The  remedy  for  ihe  evil  was  not  equally  clear.  So 
far  as  Mort<m',s  imuit'diute  aeighbors  were  concerned 
iu  case  of  a  trtai  of  streogtb,  be,  witb  his  Indian  allies, 
ym  probably  a  diateb  for  Uwb  all.  Hia  white  re- 
uiners  were  likely  also  to  inereaae  in  namber,  Ibr,  at 
ihe  ill  repute  of  the  Merrymount  plantation  spread,  it 
wtinld  inevitably  biootne  the  plaoe  of  refuge  for  all 
tlie  uuiciuitii  and  ruuaways  on  the  ooasu  The  ships 
whieb  yearly  euM  then  wan  maimed  at  (be  bat 
with  a  nide^  hwleaa  aet  of  Mowa ;  aad  aaeh  of  these 
as  the  othen  would  not  tolerate  were  ihe  very  ones 
mo«t  likely  to  find  their  way  to  Mount  WoUaaton. 
The  danger,  therefore,  was  an  ever-inoreaaiog  one. 
If  it  was  to  be  dealt  with  at  all,  it  qraat  be  dealt  with 
at  ooee  aikd  aiuiiiunlj. 

Under  these  circumstances,  how  great  the  common 
terror  was  may  bei»t  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  it 
brought  together  all  the  settlers  on  tiie  coast.  This 
■eenis  to  liave  been  in  the  early  spring  of  1628.  The 
tmdt  of  the  meeting  waa  that  the  Plymonth  antbor- 
ities  wen  asked  to  take  the  matter  m  hand.  A 
letter  was  aecordintjlj  drawn  up  and  sent  to  Morton, 
after  being  jointly  signed,  it  was  friendly  in  tone, 
but  in  at  Morton  waa  enjoined  to  forbear  bis  evil  prao- 
tiom.  Ao  aniwer  was  reqneated  by  the  neaeenger 
who  bore  the  missive.  The  tttnlt  of  the  interricw 
was  far  from  ratisfactory.  Morton  sent  back  word  to 
the  Plymouth  magistmies  that  ihey  were  meddling  in 
tbiDgs  vbieb  in  no  way  concerned  ibem,  they  having 
M  jorisdiotion  over  him  or  hia  pkntatioa ;  fiitther, 
he  intimated  that  it  waa  hia  intention  to  deal  with  the 
Indiaos  as  he  saw  fit. 

Yet  a  second  time  Mortoti  wws  8ent  to.  And  now 
they  bade  him  be  better  advised,  for  the  country 
ooold  not  bear  the  injury  be  waa  doing  it.  -  He  waa 
reminded  ahio  of  the  royal  prodbflMtiOQ  of  ir>2'2 
forbidding  the  sale  of  fire-armi  to  ravages.  This 
second  admonition  led  to  no  mure  satisiavtory  results 
tbu  the  first.  Morton  denied  that  King  James' 
Fiodanatioo  waa  Uw ;  and,  with  naoy  oathe,  warned 
the  meMengeis  that  if  any  (umo  to  tooieet  him  ihaj 
tnml  ItTok  to  their  own  saietyt  for  be  woold  be  pn> 
pared  to  defend  hiuiiielf. 

This  took  place  in  May,  1628,  and  iu  the  early 
daya  of  Jnne  Capt.  Milea  Standbb  waa  sent  op  from 
Plyninuili  to  Boston  Bay,  to  summarily  suppress  tlic 
Mount  Wollaston  nuisance.  Uc  had  with  him  oi^'lii 
men,  and  he  evidently  aet<'d  in  full  midprstandin?  with 
Morton's  neighbors,  who  appareally,  in  attempting 
the  amat,  wanted  to  take  advantage  of  the  feet  that 
■mdy  all  the  Merrymount  company  wen  then  gone 


into  the  interior  in  aeareh  of  fara.  Indeed  then 
were  but  three  b  all  left  at  the  plantation.  Standiah 
found  Morton  at  Wessagusset,  whither  he  had  gone, 
as  ho  says,  "  to  have  the  benefit  of  company,"  and 
there  arrested  him.  It  was  not  convenient  to  remove 
tlie  priaoner  at  onee  to  Plymouth.  He,  with  a  flne 
aaanmption  at  eurpriM  and  innoeenee,  naked  to  know 
the  reason  of  the  violence  to  which  he  waa  subjected, 
and  the  names  of  iho'^e  who  had  made  charges  against 
him;  and  when  \m  captons  declined  to  enlighten 
him  on  these  points,  he  stood  with  mnoh  dignity  on 
hia  righta  aa  an  Engliahnun,  demanding  that  he 
should  at  onee  he  set  at  liberty.  Paying  no  attention 
to  this,  Standiah  made  his  arrangcmeot«i  to  pass  the 
night  at  Wessagusset.  The  prisoner  was  well  guarded  ; 
hot «  vielent  thnnder^toim  name  np  befiwe  morning 
and  in  the  midst  of  it  he  aueeeeded  in  making  hia  ea- 
cape,  getting  safely  back  to  Merrymount.  There  he 
made  preprtr.ition  for  resistance.  In  the  morning  Stand- 
ish  and  his  party  appeared.  Walking  directly  up  to  the 
door  of  the  bouse,  they  demanded  to  be  let  in.  Tb«r 
eoolneaa  and  determination  appanntly  had  its  effeet, 
for  of  the  three  defenders  of  the  place  one  at  least 
was  frightened,  while  another,  in  the  endeavor  to 
stimulate  his  courage,  bad  got  hopelea.^ly  and  help- 
lessly dmnk.  Morton  thus  had  only  himself  to  de> 
pend  on.  None  the  lem  he  maintained  a  bold  ftwt, 
and  to  the  demand  that  he  should  surrender  returned 
a  Bcoffine;  reply.  Standi.sh  then  went  to  work  t"  f'oroe 
in  the  door  ;  whereupon  Morton  sallied  out,  loUowed 
by  bis  single  tipsy  retainer.  The  atmggle  that  fol- 
lowed was  brief  and  Indioroos.  Horton'a  gnu,  whieh 
he  had  aimed  at  Standtsh,  was  knocked  up  by  one  of 
Standi.sh's  party,  and  at  the  Mrnofime  the  sta|^ering 
follower  succeeded  in  running  "  his  own  nose  upon 
the  point  of  a  swovd  that  one  bdd  befon  him  as  he 
entered  the  house.*'  This  was  the  only  blood  spOt, 
and  Morton  wm  now  seound  and  safely  carried  to 

I  Plymouth.     Thence  he  was  prpooiitly  sent  to  the  I.sies 
of  Shoal;),  where  ho  was  put  on  an  outward  bound 
venel  and  carried  to  England. 
It  is  not  neoesBsry  to  here  discuss  the  justioe  or 

i  legality  of  tliis  arrest  of  Morton,  That  has  been 
fully  done  ei.sewlier<'.'  It  is  sufTicient  to  saj'  tliat  it 
seems  to  have  been  a  mere  act  of  seif-praserva- 
tion.  Yet  it  i.s  equally  clear  that  the  Plymouth  mag- 
istrates had  legally  no  jorisdiotion  over  any  pert  of 
Boston  Bay.  Their  action  could  accordinply  he  justi- 
fied only  on  the  ^Tound  of  necessity  and  might,  for 

I  the  limits  of  their  territory,  aa  expressed  in  such  a 


'  See  the  introJuutory  matter  to  the  Priace  Society '«  edition  of 
the  "  Vaw  Bagliib  CSaaaa." 
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fiataat  as  they  then  had,  lay  aoath  of  Weymouth. 

Mor(oD,  on  (he  contrary,  ncenis  to  have  had  Rome  sort 
of  a  patcntof  his  own  from  the  Council  for  New  Eng- 
land. It  has  not  beeo  preserved,  and  the  bounds  of 
hiB  pant  are  not  koovn;  but  hia  title  ironld  aeem 
to  be  the  aame  aa  that  of  the  Pfyatouth  oohny. 
Both  emanated  rrnm  one  source.  Meanwhile,  ju-st 
before  the  nm-st,  the  Council  for  New  Ent'lriiul,  all 
the  affairs  of  which  were  loosely  maoaged,  had  issued 
another  potent  to  theee  who  afterwarda  beoame  the 
Maaaaobnsetta  Bay  Goin|Mny.  This  patent  bore  date 
the  19th  of  March,  162S,  and  apaeiteally  covered  nil 
the  territorv  between  the  Merrimac  on  the  north,  and 
an  eafit  and  west  line  three  milea  to  Uie  southward 
of  the  floatheratnoat  part  of  Hamohmetts  Bay,  aa 
Boston  Bay  was  then  sailed.  Mount  Wolhoton  was 
elearly  within  these  limits,  and  thenceforth  became 
subject  to  the  jurisdietion  of  the  patentees ;  unless 
there  was  some  saving  of  rights  under  the  earlier 
WoNaaton  grant  This  does  not  ^»psar  to  h«f»beeo 
the  eaae.  On  the  6th  of  September,  almost  tbfes 
months  after  the  arrest  of  Morton,  Governor  £ndi(»tt 
landed  at  Salem.  He  represented  the  new  patent  and 
the  compaDj  of  the  Maaaachuactta  Bay. 

There  in  reason  to  suppose  that  the  «?9  reputation 
of  the  Wolbston  plantation  was  at  this  time  well 
known  in  London.  From  several  influential  English 
quarter*  a  close  watch  was  kept  over  events  in  New 
England.  Accordin'^ly,  it  would  seem  probable  that 
Endioott  eame  bringing  definite  instmotions  as  to  the 
eonise  he  was  to  pnrsue  toward  Morton  and  hb  fbl- 
lowing.  Whether  this  was  the  osse  or  not,  he  cer- 
tainly took  prompt  action.  Aa  soon  as  he  landed  at 
Nauwkeag — having  parsed  the  outward  bound  Mor- 
ton in  mid-ocean — be  must  have  hesrd  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  Plymouth  anthorities,  fbr  tlte  dwslleffs 
on  Osps  Ann  had  been  parties  to  it.  Typical  Puritan 
as  he  was, — ^liarsh  in  temper,  decisive  in  action,  and 
merciless  in  the  infliction  of  punishment, — Endicott 
doubtlc«a  approved  of  all  that  had  been  done,  though 
he  probably  regretted  that  a  more  oondign  treatment 
had  not  been  visited  on  the  transgressor.  Nordidhe 
delay  to  do  what  was  still  in  liis  power  to  prevent  any 
harm  resuUinL'  from  the  weak  leniency  of  his  Ply- 
uiouih  brethren.  Taking  with  him  a  small  party  he 
OToased  the  bay ;  and,  suddenly  appearing  at  Mount 
Wollaston,  he  thoroughly  overawed  the  demoralised 
stttlern  there.  Not  only  did  he  sternly  rebuke  them 
for  their  profanen<?s.s  and  evil  do!n<;<».  but  he  caused 
the  maypole  tu  be  felled  to  the  ground.  Then  ad- 
aoniahing  them  to  look  to  it  weU  that  there  should 
be  better  walking,  be  went  back  to  Salem,  le.tving 
Morton's  fiiltowen  and  bis  maypole  equally  down- 


ftllen.  **  So  th«ry  now,  or  otheis,**  ss  Bradford  sayi, 
"  changed  the  name  of  their  plane  agdn,  and  called  it 

Mount  Dairon."' 

According  to  Bradford,  "some  of  the  worst  of  the 
(Merrymount)  company"  dispersed  during  this  snni> 
mer,  betaking  themsdres  elsewhere,  while  **  some  of 
(lie  more  modest  kept  the  house"  until  Mortoo 
should  be  heard  from.  The  place  was  not  wholly  de- 
.terted.  Among  the  worst  who  went  elsewhere  was, 
probably,  Walter  Bagnall,  who  aboirt  Ais  time  took 
up  his  psrmsnent  abode  on  Riehmond  Xslsnd.  He 
was  commonly  known  as  •*  Great  Walt,"  and  seems 
to  have  been  a  rude  frontier  trader  of  the  mont  worth- 
less sort.  Uc  carried  the  Merrymount  methtKk  with 
him  to  bis  now  home,  where  be  prospered  greatly, 
getting  together  what  was  Ibr  those  dnys  eonwdsnfalt 
possessions  in  money  and  goods ;  uotit  at  last,  in  Oc- 
tober, in'n.  the  Indians  set  upon  him  and  killed  htm  ' 
The  only  other  follower  of  Mortoo  of  whom  there  ts 
any  reoord  wan  Bdwnrd  Gftboos,  apparently  ons  af 
the  more  modest  who  kept  the  honso.  At  n  Intsr  day 
Gibbons  wss  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masaaehs- 
setts  community,  ri.«!ing  to  the  hiL'h  rnitk  of  major- 
general  ;  and  in  1649  he  succeeded  Governor  Eodioou 
in  command  of  the  militvy  fiprass  of  ^ootoay.  Bst 
Gibbons'  later  earsw  was  not  pnitienlaily  naoeistsd 
with  the  town  of  Braintree.  Shortly  after  the  hew- 
ing down  of  the  maj'pole  he  went  over  to  Salem, 
where,  listening  to  the  preaching  of  the  Kev.  Fraocii 
Higginson,  he  underwent  a  change  nf  benrt  nnd  hs- 
eame  o  sMmber  of  the  ehnreb.  Bnt  stfll  the  oripsil 
Merrymount  sj>irit  from  time  to  lime  showed  itself 
in  him,  and  he  has  lefl  footprints  of  him.<tolf  here  and 
there  in  the  early  colonial  records  wbioh  call  in  vaio 
for  satisfactory  ezplanatioo.' 

It  wns  in  the  sutnmn  of  1629  that  Bndteott  bensd 
down  the  maypole.  Six  months  later,  in  April  or 
early  May,  there  is  rca.'ton  to  believe  that  another  9n<l 
somcwhfit  mysterious  personage  took  up  his  abode  on 
the  south  shore  of  the  Neponaet,  not  far  from  its 
month.  Thbi  was  Sir  Christopher  Osrdiner.  Of 
bim  it  b  not  necessary  to  here  speak  at  length,  as  hi« 
temporary  abode  within  ita  subsequent  limits  in  no 
way  affected  the  history  of  Quiooy.    It  is  sufficient  to 


I  thtgM  was  tb«  iH-idel  of  tb«  FbllisttoM. 


•8w 

And  downwanl  Acb." 

"  Whra  tha  ark  was  plaoad  ia  bU  temple,  Da^on  frit,  and  tl>* 
pa)nuofbla1iaD4l«w«(»br(>k«i  of."  (I  Sannol,  v.  M.)  "It 
was  on  a  hur^t  i\ny  to  Da^nn  t^at  Sanuoo  palled  doWB  ttopW" 
I»rs  of  the  temple  at  OMa."    ( Judfee  zvi.  23.2<.) 
>  Priaae  MMj  aditloa  of"  Now  Bnglirii  Oaoaaa^"  1^ 
•  Sao  aoto  to  Mfragr'a  "  How  flmtead,"  U.  tW. 
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uj  ib»t  Gardiner  «m  apparently  an  emianiy  of  Che 

Coancil  for  New  England,  sent  out  to  keep  a  watoh 
oii  tlic  Miissaclitisptts  Bay  Company.  He  brought 
witli  liitn  ti»  the  country  a  young  woman,  named 
Mary  Grove,  to  whom  he  was  not  married,  «od  who 
baa  sinoe  lignrad  largely  in  A-uarieaD  works  of  fietton. 
Tba  two  for  noarly  a  jraar  llrad  togakber,  it  haa  baoB 
surmi^  on  the  Bavin-covered  hummock  not  far  east 
of  the  Old  Colony  railroad  bridge  across  the  Ncponset, 
00  its  Quiocy  side.  The  magistrates  then  leanied 
HuA  two  wonea  id  Buglaiid  ehimed  to  be  mairied  to 
Gardiner.  A  wanant  for  his  arraat  was  aenmiiDgly 
iisued ;  but  he,  being  on  his  guard,  escaped  the  offi> 
ccrs  and  lay  hid  in  the  woods  for  a  month,  until  the 
savages  carried  him  a  captive  into  Plymouth.  He 
was  aoDt  baok  to  Beaton,  and  subsequently  took  hia 
dspartora  to  Maine,  and  thenea  lo  Eng^d.  He 
seems  to  have  been  the  first  European  resident  in  the 
northern  limits  of  Qaincy,  for  David  Thompson,  and 
bis  widow  afu*r  him,  lived  on  the  island  which  bears 
Ida  name ;  though  not  impossibly  thrir  patent  oovered 
ako  the  neighboring  peninairia  of  Sqnantam.  It  i» 
also  a  eorions  fact  that  both  Gardiner  and  his  com- 
Jfflnion  wpTp  memberH  of  the  Church  uf  Rom*?,  which 
thus  early  obtained  a  footing  on  Quiocy  soil, — a  hold 
which  waa  early  broken.  Nearly  two  eeotories  passed 
befbn  it  was  again  renewed.* 

When  Gardiner  fled  into  the  forest  in  March,  1631, 
there  in  reason  to  h'^Iii  V  f^  that  the  whole  rejjion  be- 
tween Nepooset  and  the  Mooatoquit  was  left  without 
tsbglefioropeanoeenpant.  His  own  dwelling  waa  de- 
•ntad,  and  the  heoae  at  Mount  WdhMton  had  a  menth 
pierioasly  been  burnt  to  the  ground.  During  the 
^mmcr  of  1629 — nearly  a  year  and  a  half  before — 
Tboflias  Morton  had  found  his  way  back  from  Kug- 
iiad.  While  there  do  chai);e  had  been  brought 
agiinst  hioB,  and  he  seeau  to  havn  woriced  hia  way 
into  a  certain  degree  of  favor  with  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorprcs.  Isaac  AUprton,  the  agent  in  London  of  the 
Plymouth  colony,  was  then  in  some  way  induced  to 
WUend  him  ;  and  at  last  even  took  him  back  to  Ply- 
aMNith,  to  the  nnepealcahle  in^Kgmtion  of  the  people 
there, — "*as  it  were  to  nose  them,"  Bradfind  said. 
For  Morton  tn  remain  long  in  Plymouth  wn;?  out  of 
the  question,  nor  probably  did  he  have  any  desire  to 
io  to.  He  wanted  to  get  back  to  Merrymount. 
tUtber  he  aeoordingjy  want  in  the  antamn  of  1629, 
•ad  there  he  remained  all  through  the  following  win- 
ter. To  Sodieott  he  new  nwde  himself  as  aoMjing 


' AdetatMaesoaiitttrQarilinar aBdhia«zp«ri«i)L'c«  in  New 
b|lu4lftalM  fined  te  Tri.aa.of  theTkvMfldmgs  ths 
**     '       I  HMoitat  aodatj." 


as  he  oonld.  For  a  time  he  seems  to  have  been  to1eir> 
ated;  and  he  eren  attended  a  gmecal  meeting  of  die 

planters  at  Salem,  in  which  he  made  all  the  trouble  in 
his  power,  refusing  to  conform  to  the  company's  trade 
regulations.  About  Christmas  Endicott  seat  over  a 
party  to  arrest  him.  But  he  waa  on  the  wateh  and 
eluded  them,  so  that  they  were  only  able  to  ransaok 
hia  honae,  which  (Ktntained  nothing  of  value.  TIow 
many  followers  he  now  had  does  not  appear;  proba- 
bly at  the  most  not  more  than  two  or  throe.  So  be 
pasaed  the  winter,  Hviog  upon  the  game  he  shot.  lo 
the  spring  Gardiner  same  and  established  himself  not 
far  away ;  and  now  probably  both  he  and  Morton 
aTixiou.«l  v  1^'okcd  for  the  arrival  of  a  long  talked  of 
outfit  which  lo  take  fioal  possemioo  of  the  region 
snmnd  Boston  Bay  in  the  Interest  of  Gorges.  It  waa 
well  known  that  Endieott  and  hia  people  at  Salem 
had  been  reduoed  by  disease  and  famine  to  the  last 
extremity.  A  remnant  of  them  barely  struggled 
through  the  winter.  Unless  aid  came  soon  the  settle- 
ment would  eaase  to  exist.  But  instead  of  a  Gorges 
«pedition,  on  the  17th  of  June  Governor  John  Win* 
throp,  who  had  arrived  at  Salem  five  days  before,  same 
into  the  harbor,  and  Morton  must  hare  watehwl  his 
tihallop  with  anxious  eyes  as  it  worked  its  way  in  front 
of  Mount  Wollaatoo  up  the  channel  to  the  month 
of  the  Mystie.  Its  appearanoe  in  thoee  waters  boded 
him  no  good. 

Yet  he  was  nof  once  disturbed.  A  few  days 
later  the  whole  fleet  made  its  appearance,  and  dis- 
charged its  thousand  passengers,  the  first  installment 
of  the  grant  migration.  Then  Mowed  the  busy  and 
fatal  summer  of  1630.  The  immigrants  were  emwded 
tofjether  on  the  hi!!  -i  lr-  ;it  (Vnrle'^tnvvn  ;  everything 
was  in  confusion,  and  tlte  coutinement  and  sail  food 
diet  of  a  long  sea-voyage  waa  snooeeded  by  exposure 
on  shore,  and  too  great  indulgenoe  in  the  wild  frulta 
and  berries  of  a  new  country.  Dy»H-iitery  natursllj 
set  in,  and  soon  t<v.k  the  form  of  y^'Mfilence. 
Not  until  the  23d  of  August  was  any  meeting  of  the 
magistrates  held.  Morton's  arrest  was  then  ordered. 
He  aeema  to  have  made  no  attempt  to  dude  the  efi- 
ccrs  or  resist  them.  He  probably  realissd  that  it 
would  be  useless.  So  two  weeks  later,  on  what 
would  now  He  the  17th  of  September,  at  the  second 
aesaiuu  uf  the  magistrates,  he  wati  arraigned. 

He  ean  aoareaty  be  aaid  to  have  had  a  trial,  the 
proosedings  were  so  very  summary.  He  seems  to 
have  made  Rome  nttcmpt  at  a  defense,  in  the  niidtit 
of  which  he  was  bidden  to  bold  his  peace  and  li.sten 
to  his  sentence,  which  waa  pronounced  by  VViolhrop. 
It  was  suffciently  serere.  He  was  ordered  to  be  net 
in  the  stoeks,  to  be  seat  prisoner  to  Bngleod,  to  be 
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depriveii  of  all  hn  poMemona,  and  to  have  bia  bonae 
burnt  to  the  groaod,  to  tbe  «od  that  "  the  habitation 
of  the  wicked  sbnuI'J  do  more  appear  in  Israel."  This 
soDtence  al«o  w;i.s  literally  carried  out.  There  was 
some  delay  about  sending  him  back  to  Euglaud,  the 
BMiter  of  one  vaaeol  refoaing  to  eany  bion.  At  Icngi  h , 
in  January,  1631,  a  fanaga  vaa  aeeorad  for  bim  on 
board  the  "  Handmaid,"  and  not  until  then,  and  while 
the  prisoner  vras  sailing  out  of  the  harbor,  was  that  por- 
tion of  his  senten(;e  which  related  to  tbe  burning  of 
bta  bonaa  put  in  exceanon.  It  would  aeem  to  bavo 
baen  i^udkAivdj  delayed,  ^an  at  ]aat  tbe  torob 
was  applied  to  xhc  buildings  at  Mount  Wollaston,  and 
to  TlmTiias  Morton,  as  he  looked  back  from  "  n  farrc 
of  abourd  a  ship,  tbe  smoke  that  did  aaoend  appeared 
to  be  tbe  tocj  aaorifioe  of  Kain."  Tbe  plantation 
naa  wbolly  deatroyed.  None  of  Hofton'a  followan 
remained  there ;  nor  did  he  or  any  of  them  erer  come 
baok  to  the  plane. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

()Viyr\—(C„:<t:n»e<l). 
UOVHJ  WOLLASTON. 

For  several  years  after  Morton '«  expulsion  the  sea- 
ward slope  of  tbe  Blue  Hills  remained  unoocupieil. 
There  were  as  yet  no  road  from  Boston  to  Plymouth, 
neir,«iDdeed,  to  Hingham  and  Weymoutb,  and  what 
little  intereourae  there  waa  between  theae  plae«  waa 
kept  up  by  boat  across  the  bay.  The  Indian  trail 
follow(>d  the  shore,  but  it  oox\\i  nnt  be  called  a  path. 
The  eye  of  the  trained  woodsmen  was  needed  to  de- 
feat ita  dariooa  way  as  it  wound  about  tbe  head- 
waten  of  tidal  inleta  and  aeraea  tbe  upland  to  theae 
poiota  at  which  alone  it  was  possible  to  cross  the 
swamps.  A  forlorn  remnnnt  of  tijo  Masfsficliusetts 
tribe,  stricken  with  plague  and  smallpox,  haunted  the 
foreat,  the  mere  ghost  of  a  dying  race ;  but  l>etween 
tbe  Neponaet  and  tbe  Mooatoqnit  there  were  abao> 
lutely  no  white  inhabitanta.  In  1634  a  man  named 
AMt  ruiau  liveil  at  nitiirbam,  or  Boar  Povo,  as  it  was 
then  called.  Having  occasion  to  be  in  Boston  he 
undertook  to  return  home  by  tbe  trail.  In  doing  so 
he  lost  hie  way,  and  for  three  da^^  and  two  nights 
be  wandered  through  woods  and  swamps  without  fall- 
ing in  with  a  habitafi<ni  or  a  Iminan  ln'inir.  Then, 
starved  and  weary,  with  torn  cluthiug  and  bruised 
body,  he  struggled  out  of  the  wilderness  to  find  him- 
eelf  in  Seitnate.  Tbe  Neponaet  waa^  in  faet,  the 
eouthem  boundary  of  Haaaaebofletta  eiviliiation,— the 


firat  of  the  many  aimilar  baniera  whieb  that 
tioo  waa  destined  to  overleap. 

It  did  overleap  it  in  1635.  The  rfgion  south  -  f 
the  river  was  then  known  to  have  a  fertile  .^ioil.  tm 
through  Morton's  doinge  it  had  gained  an  evil  ouat. 
The  eonne  of  em^ration  set  along  tlie  (%arka  ino 
the  interior,  and  up  the  Mystic  to  the  north.  Tb 
leading  men  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  be- 
longed to  the  class  of  Endish  pentry,  and  they 
brought  with  tliem  to  America  that  land-hunger  which 
they  inherited  direct  ftom  both  Saxon  and  Notaua 
anoaatiy.  They  w««  eager  to  aeeure  vast  estates  for 
themselves  and  their  descendants.  Accordingly,  gnni^ 
were  made  to  them  of  five  hundred  acres  hen-,  and 
one  thousand  acres,  or  two  thousand  acres,  somewhere 
else.  In  this  way  tbe  neighboring  country  was  rapidly 
parceled  out,  and  the  peninanla  ni  Boatan  bong 
"too  small  to  contain  many/* the  remdents  therswen 
"  conftraitKii  to  take  farms  in  the  country." 

Then  at  last  people  l>egaQ  to  look  across  the  Nepon- 
aet. Aooordingly,  at  the  May  Besainn  of  tbe  Qenenl 
Court  of  1634,  it  was  ordered  **lhat  Boston  abll 
have  convenient  enlatgemeut  at  Mount  WollastoD," 
and  a  committee  of  four  was  appointed  to  fix  mHe"  tnd 
bounds,  and  to  report  the  same,  with  an  accompany- 
ing plan  or  nap,  to  tbe  nest  General  Oourt  Tbh 
committee  did  tbe  work  anlgoed  to  il.  thoogh  of 
neither  ita  report  or  pkn  ia  there  any  record.  Yet 
both  papers  seem  to  have  been  prewnted  to  the  court 
and  adopted,  for  in  the  records  of  the  session  held  io 
September,  1634,  there  ia  the  fbilowiiig  brief  entry: 
"  It  ia  ordered  that  Boa  too  aball  have  enlaargananl  it 
Mount  Wollaston."  The  Beaton  reaords  then  take  up 
the  ftorv,  and  at  a  wncral  meefincr.  on  public  ni'tiw' 
held  on  the  8th  of  December  Ibllowing,  a  formal  graoi 
of  land  of  Mount  Wollsaton  was  made  to  the  Bet. 
John  Wilaon,  the  pastor  of  the  Beaton  Church.  H<i 
therefore,  was  the  first  Qsiiicy  hndowner  under  tb 
MassachuRt  tts  charter. 

When  Mr.  Wiiiiun  went  to  take  poesefittiou  of 
grant,  which  lay  apparently  in  tbe  north  part  ef  ^ 
pressot  townahip  of  Qui  nay,  be  waa  confronted  by  it 
Indian  title.  This  he  had  to  extinguish.  Tt  was  the 
.satiiL-  with  tlic  otiier  ori^'inal  prantocs.  Thoy  al!  Held 
direct  from  the  Indians,  aa  well  as  from  the  Uener^ 
Court.  But  thirteen  nontha  seem  to  have  eUpNil 
after  tbe  grant  to  Wilaon  before  further  granti  wm 
made.  Then  at  last,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  4(li  of 
J.'inuary,  IGUfi,  tlie  j>.(iiit  which  still  bears  his  Dime 
was  allotted  to  Atherton  Hough ;  and  at  the  8aa»e 
meeting,  instead  of  making  other  individual  aOM' 
meuta,  a  oomnittee  of  five,  clothed  with  full  po*A 
was  appointed  to  do  this  work.   Bat  liaving  thus  ap- 
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pareotly  disposed  of  the  whole  metier,  the  meetilDg 
mat  oa  and  otdend  mam  holding  hud  out  whiah  after- 

wards  had  a  curiooa  signiBcnnce.  Mr.  William 
HatohinsoD  was  lo  have  a  sufficient  farm  at  Moant 
Wollastoo,  b«3rood  Mr.  Wikoo'a,  io  the  countr;  adjoio- 
ing  Doreherter.  Mr.  WilliaiD  Hntehiafloa,  thna  made  a 
nei^hor  of  the  Ber.  John  Wibon,  wee  the  hnaband 
of  Mutresa  Anne  Hatchiusoo,  between  whom  and  the 
pastor  of  the  Boston  Church  a  feud  waa  even  then 
developing  which  a  little  later  was  to  divide  the  set- 
(loneat  into  hortila  ftetione  and  hriog  U  to  the  verge 
of  einl  war. 

Till  HJ  not  take  place  immediately,  and  on  the 
14th  of  March,  163G,  Farms  along  the  bay  front  were 
confirmed  to  William  Coddingtou  and  £dmund 
Quiocj.  On  the  90th  of  Fehniaiy,  1637,  it  was 
ftiTther  agreed  that  our  brother,  Mr.  Joho  Wheel- 
wright, ahnll  have  an  allotment  of  two  hundrvd  and 
fifty  acres  laid  out  for  him  at  Mount  Wollaston."  In 
H  history  like  the  present  it  is  Deither  totereatiug  aor 
profiteUe  to  gin  to  eaeh  of  theee  allotnento  iti  pre- 
dee  plaea  on  the  map  of  to^y.  It  ii  anffieient  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Wilson,  Hutchinson, 
Ooddington,  Wlieelwright,  and  Hough  had  all  ])ci>i! 
provided  for  at  the  the  Mount,"  and  titut  tliey  were 
ia  1637  ndghhora  in  what  ti  now  Quiocy.  John 
Wheelwright  was  the  first  oleigyroan  aettled  within 
the  present  limits  of  the  town  ;  and,  while  officiating 
as  such,  it  was  his  fate  to  preach  on  :»  fust-day  the 
most  momentous  diaoourse  ever  delivered  from  the 
Amoican  pulpit.  YHth  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wheelwright 
end  hie  little  eoagregation  the  coneecattve  eiril  bis* 
tory  of  Quincy  may  be  said  to  open. 

John  WhoL-lwright  was  born  at  Falehy,  a  little 
Lincoloiihire  hauilct,  about  twenty-four  milcii  from 
Boston,  io  England.  Educated  at  Cambridge,  be  was 
thew  a  oompanion  of  Cromwell,  and  on  the  fbotbali 
ground  it  ia  asid  tliat  he  and  the  future  Lord  Pro- 
tector often  pneounterwl  each  other.  After  gradiia 
tioa  Wheelwright  became  vicar  of  Bilsby,  a  tittle 
village  not  far  from  the  place  where  be  was  born. 
He  was  not  only  a  rigid  Faritan.  but  esseotially  a 
coDtentiotts  man.  All  through  life  be  Hi  tms  to  have 
been  enfjnqcd  in  cnntroverfy ;  often  with  hi;;  brother 
clergymen,  and  even  more  trequently  in  the  courts. 
Having  been  silenced  as  a  preacher  by  Laud's  High 
Oommisrioo,  and  driven  fW>m  his  partth  io  Boglsnd, 
early  in  1636  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  America. 
He  had  then  passed  his  forty-fourth  year,  and,  his  first 
wife  dying,  had  married  Mary  fintchinsnn,  of 
Alford,  a  sister  of  William  Hutchiusoo,  who,  with  his 
wifb  Aui,  had  gone  to  Now  BngUod  two  yean  be- 
fore. Wheelwriglit  hmded  in  Boston  on  tha  26th  of 


June,  1636.  Daring  the  ftUowing  month  he  was 
admitted  to  membership  in  the  ohniuh*   It  Ima 

already  been  mentioned  that  the  BoT.  John  Wilson 
was  the  patifor  of  that  church,  thn  only  one  in 
Boston  ;  with  him  the  Bev.  John  Cotton  was  asso- 
fliated  as  leaeher.  Boston  wsa  dien  a  amsll,  nenriy 
built,  seaport  satdsment,  nombering  a  few  hundred 
inhabitants.  These  dwelt  in  rude  houses,  mostly 
built  of  logs  thotifrh  some  were  framed,  clustering 
about  a  barrack-like  structure  which  served  as  a  meet- 
ing-hooss.  In  that  eariy  and  pious  eommunity  it 
does  not  need  to  be  smd,  though  it  has  evsr  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  everything  centred  about  the  church. 
Its  membership  carried  with  it  political  riiiht.s.  The 
clergyman  was  the  first  man  in  the  town.  The  meet- 
ing, the  sermon,  and  the  leetura  ware  the  evente  of  the 
week.  The  afisin  of  the  ehnndi  aooordiagiy  oeeu- 
pied  even  more  geneml  attention  than  affairs  of 
state,  while  the  two  were  so  ioterworen  that  they  did 
not  admit  of  separatioo. 

At  the  time  Wheehight  landed  in  Beaton,  Sir 
Henry  Tane  wsa  Oovi^or  of  the  Hsssaehusetts  Bay 
Company,  having  just  been  chosen  to  succeed  Haynea. 
Winthrnp,  the  first  Governor,  bnd  f  ir  the  time  being 
lost  his  popularity.  It  was  said  that  he  had  been  too 
lax  in  hia  admiDistratloo  of  the  orimioal  law,  and  dis- 
posed to  oreriook  trausgrsBMou  mors  than  a  Puritan 
magistrste  should.  The  leading  men  had,  some  of 
them,  gro'^rn  jenlnus  of  htm,  while  the  body  of  the 
freemen  were  probably  disposed  to  try  a  change.  In 
Vane  they  found  it  Hardly  more  thao  a  boy,  be 
had  been  ia  the  eountiy  a  short  time  only.  He  was 
fhll  of  emde  ideas,  and  of  impulses  whioh  were  even 
more  uncertain  than  they  were  generou"?.  Within 
the  church  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was  making  her  pres- 
ence felt.  At  that  time  a  woman  of  less  then  forty 
years  of  age,  she  had  foUowed  Cotton,  her  favorite 
preacher,  to  New  Bngland,  and  at  Boston  found  her^ 
self  in  just  the  position  she  would  naturally  have 
uruved  as  that  best  suited  for  the  lull  display  of  her 
peculiar  powers.  She  was  an  intellectual  woman, 
with  a  great  sodal  faeuity,  and  an  inordinate  love  of 
notoriety  and  prominence.  A  born  intriguer,  slie  de- 
lighted in  talking  and  making  her  influence  felt. 
Accordingly,  she  had  not  been  long  in  New  En^lmd 
when  she  began  to  hold  a  series  of  exclusively  female 
gatherings,  and  then  of  gatherings  at  whioh  men  as 
well  as  women  were  present  The  origiBal  idea  of 
these  meetings  was  that  an  opportunity  would  thus 
be  afTorded  for  the  recapitulation  of  the  8crmon<(  of 
the  preceding  Sabbath  for  the  benefit  of  such  as  had 
been  unable  to  be  present  at  their  detivwy.  Qrsdtt> 
slly  these  meetings  essnmed  the  ftrm  of  an  native  re* 


Digitized  by  Google 


270 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ligbiu  lavif*].  Then  thty  abflorbed  the  «hol«  atUm- 
tian  of  the  wttlemeTit. 

Though  an  ardent  aJiiiirer  of  the  teachpr,  Cotton, 
Mn.  HutchiosoQ  showed  scant  respect  to  WilitOD,  the 
ptttor.  Then  ma  no  hood  of  sympathy  batween 
then.  A  tporthy,  riDoere  miniBter  no  donbt^  and  per* 
haps  A  furcible  expoooder  9f  God'a  word,  Wilson  was 
none  tho  less  a  heavy,  tinuDa<>inativc  man.  He  trod 
olumaiiy  aluog  in  the  beaten  theological  track.  There 
vaa  nothing  Ina  ahonfe  htni.  It  wai  ioeTitahle,  thero* 
fore^  both  heing  what  th«y  were,  that,  as  tbetolliMnee 
of  Mrs.  Hutchinson  increased  U  would  begin  to  make 
itself  felt  in  ho<5tility  to  her  pastor.  This  had  al- 
ready become  apparent  before  the  arrival  of  Wheel- 
wright, and  tiaA  ereot  broagbfe  matten  to  a  oriais. 
Id  NoTomber,  1036,  when  he  had  been  four  nontha 
In  BoatoQ,  it  was  proposed  at  a  meeting  of  the  church 
to  associate  Wlieelwrij^ht  with  Cotton,  making  him  an 
additional  teacher.  It  was  perfectly  understood  from 
what  source  thb  proposal  originated.  Next  k>  Cotton, 
Wheelwright  waa  Mia.  Hntehinaon'a  fiiforite  praaoher, 

he  was  also  the  husband  of  her  iiater-in-law. 
Wilson'^  fVi -nrN  aiui  the  conserv'ativf  party  in  tho 
church,  headed  by  Governor  Winthrop,  took  the  alarm 
and  openly  ret^isted  the  proposal.  Governor  Vane  sup- 
ported it.  The  weight  of  opinion  was  deoidedly  in  favor 
of  Wheelwright,  and  much  feeling  was  manifested  at 
Winthrop's  ornirfie  ;  but.  according  to  the  rule  of  the 
Boston  Churbh,  it  was  i»ufficient  that  grave  oppoeiUon 
was  expressed.    The  proposal  was  dropped. 

Bnt  John  Whedwrigbt  waa  mnob  too  active  and 
able  a  man  to  remain  long  without  n  fixed  aettlement. 
The  lart'c  majority  uf  the  Bo«iton  Church  was  in  sym- 
pathy witli  him.  Atuong  these  were  a  number  who 
had  recently  received  land  allotments  at  Mount  Wol- 
lastOQ,  which  they  were  then  engaged  in  developing. 
Population  had  accordingly  begun  to  find  its  way 
acroa?  tlie  N'eponsct.  Quincy,  Coddington.  Ilutehin- 
sot)  aiul  Hough  dwelt  themselves  in  Boston,  but 
those  occupying  the  land  at  the  Mount,  whether  as 
fkmera  or  employ^  were  far  removed  from  the  town, 
and  had  dow  for  some  time  been  complaining  that  tboy 
were  practleully  eut  tiff  frum  all  religious  privilepe.s. 
Poor  men,  with  tamiiiest,  they  were  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  the  meeting-house.  Accurdiugly,  the  gath- 
ering of  a  new  dinroh  at  Honnt  Wollaatott  bad  al- 
ready been  under  di.scussion.  It  waa  Opposed  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  defeat  tho  very  object  for  which  | 
Boston  had  received  enlargement, — the  upholdin<r  of 
the  town  and  ilie  original  church.  The  loss  of  so 
many  leading  meo  as  would  inevitably  join  tbemaelvea 
to  tho  new  chnroh,  if  it  waa  called,  could  not  but  seri- 
coaly  aflfeci  the  old  one.  To  meet  (hia  objcetiou  it 


had  been  arranged,  in  September,  1636,  that  those 
living  at  the  Mount,  or  having  holdii^  there,  should 

pay  R  small  yearly  f  -ireh  and  town  rate  to  Bostnti, 
which  was  iixed  at  sixpence  an  acre  on  land  lying 
within  a  mile  of  the  water,  and  tfareepeace  for  land 
further  bade.  It  waa  a  apedce  of  non'-reaident  onm- 
mutation  tax.  This  arrangement  imposed  in  turn  on 
the  Boston  cliureh  a  well-understood  obligation  to  in 
.Home  way  provide  for  the  religious  needs  of  the  out- 
iyiug  region  thna  tributary  to  it.  Id  those  earij 
daya  of  aparae  settlement  the  situation  waa  not  an  na- 
usual  one,  and  it  was  the  OUBtom  in  such  cases  to  » 
tiiblish  branch  churches,  or  "chapels  of  ea>o."  as  thev 
were  called.  Some  elder,  or  a  gifted  brother  was  woot 
to  hold  forth,  or  to  prophesy,  as  it  was  phrased,  at 
these  each  ordinary  Sabbath,  while  al  auted  period* 
tho  sacrament  was  adminiatmd  in  the  meeting-honss 
of  tho  mother  church. 

As  soon  as  Winthrop's  dissent  had  put  a  final  stop 
to  the  project  of  choosing  Wheelwright  associate 
teacher  in  Boston,  the  frienda  of  the  former  aonth  of 
the  Neponaettook  action.  At  the  same  meeting  of 
the  church  its  record.s  show  that  "  nur  bmther,  Mr 
John  Wheelwright,  waa  granted  uuto  for  the  prepar- 
ing for  a  church  gathering  at  Mount  Wollystooe, 
upon  a  petition  of  aome  that  were  remdent  then:" 
This  vote  waa  passed  on  the  19ib  of  November,  1636. 

If  ho  entered  upon  his  duties  immediately, — ani 
there  can  be  little  quesiiou  that  lie  did,— Ji.hi. 
Wheelwright  ministered  to  those  settled  ui  Muuai 
Wollaston  about  thiitera  montha.  But  there  is 
neither  local  record  nor  tradition  of  him  or  of  fail 
work  ;  nor  is  it  even  known  wheri'  his  meeling-houso 
stood,  if.  indeed,  in  tho.sc  early  days  his  scattered 
flock  could  boasi  of  a  meeting-house.  It  is  Dot  at  ail 
impossible  that  aervieea  may  iiave  been  held  during 
the  first  winter  at  the  dwellings  of  different  membaa 
of  the  little  con^retration  ;  while  the  following  sum- 
mer the  pastor  jjreaclied  '•  abroad  under  n  tree,"  jn^f 
a-H  Wilson  and  Phillips  had  preached  at  Charlestown 
during  the  tirat  months  of  the  settlement.  If  •  ebureh 
edifice  was  then  eracted,  it  muet  have  lieeii  a  wy 
simple  and  temporary  .structure,  built  of  logs  the 
eri^vie<?s  between  which  werf  Healed  with  mud,  while 
the  roof  was  covered  with  tiiatoh.  It  is  not  iikelj 
that  it  waa  more  tlmn  twenty  or  twenty>fiv»  Ibat 
square,  aud  then  can  be  little  doubt  tliat  it  atcod  at 
the  most  convenient  point  on  the  old  Indian  trail, 
then  rapidly  widentog  into  a  road  between  Plymouth 
and  Boston. 

The  Mogie  year  of  Wbeelwf%hl*a  aettlenseot  waa 
the  year  of  dm  Autinomian  controversy,  the  atomiisst 
in  the  hiatoiy  of  Haaaadraaetta.    Into  the  dataas 
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of  that  coDiroTersy  it  u>  anoecessarj  to  enter  here,  for  j 
they  are  part  of  th«  hiatoij  of  tb«  State ;  bnt,  w  fiur 
a^  the  huor  town  of  Quiney  wiB  ooncemcd,  it  admita  of 
linle  doubt  tbat  the  whole  course  of  (Subsequent  events 
then  revived  an  iofluenot;  wlikh  has  ever  sioue  been 
fell.  As  the  twig  was  bent,  the  tree  inclioed.  Wheel- 
wright wai  •  leider  among  tlio  ADtiooo^s,  and  hii 
paiMbioiMn  ««re  waoDg  the  foremost  supporters  of 
that  cause.    Thfi  successful  opjK)!-ition  to  him  as 
a>-?u(.i;itc  teacher  wxs  the  first  overt  act  iu  the  coming 
contest.    It  waa  a  viciorj  fur  Wilaon  over  Mrs. 
HotdtimoB ;  and  abe  r^rded  it  aa  aaeb.   Sbe  was 
Dot  SO  to  he  put  down.  Mid  >be  gave  to  her  tongue  , 
loose  rein.     No  ton<;er  cintent  with  attacking  her  own 
p»«ttor.  she   uow  lntl'ilv  assailed  the  body  of  the 
clergy,  ail  of  whoiu  ha.d  cviuced  their  sympathy  with  , 
him.  To  TeDtura  on  aaoh  bd  attaefc  requiied  no  { 
»iuail  amoaut  of  ooange,  for  the  clergy  were  little  | 
less  than  a  sacred  caste  iu  the  early  settlement  of 
M;il••s;^rll^^^:'tls.    To  shake  thcrr  hold  over  affairn  in 
iihurch  aitd  state  was  almout  impuasible.    Bui  it  is  j 
not  likely  Ibot  Mm.  Hotobiiami  realiiod  tbie,  or  ever 
tahilyeoQDted  the  cost  of  what  abe  was  doiog.  She 
went  00  heedlessly.    She  had  the  open  sympathy  of 
those  immediately  around  her  in  Boston.    She  could 
ciiuut  on  the  support  of  Governor  Vane,  and  his 
pupuUrity  throughout  tbe  oolony  was  so  greet  es  to 
be  still  s  tbiDg  not  easy  to  acoonot  for.   Many  otheis 
of  the  magistrates  and  deputies  were  with  her.  Ac- 
o>  nil  ugly,  she  went  on  step  by  step,  makint;  herself 
iiiways  more  offensively  aggroaaive,  until  at  last  she 
boldly  dedarad  tbat  not  only  Wilson,  tmt  tbe  whole 
body  of  the  dergji  oceepting  only  Cotton  and  Whed- 
wright,  were  under  a  covenant  uf  works.    Those  two, 
and  those  two  alone,  walked  in  a  covenant  of  grace. 

Mere  theological  jargon  now,  in  1663  these  words 
bad  a  deep  ugnifioanee.  In  ao  nsing  tbeu.  Ma. 
Bntdiinson  did  little  Isss  thsn  openly  ezpreas  ber 
belief  that  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  two  only  of 
their  number  excepted,  were  whited  sepulchres.  He 
who  walked  iu  a  covenant  of  grace  was  the  chosen  of 
tbe  Lord.  In  bin  dwdt  tbe  ^nril  of  Ood.  He  was 
iufpiied ;  be  pleached  Um  tme  word ;  tbe  foot  of  tbe 
Matter  was  in  him.  Not  ao  he  who  labond  under 
a  covenant  of  works.  He  niiglit  be  a  very  worthy, 
weU-meaniog,  pious  man,  doiog  his  best  according  to 
bis  lights ;  but  bia  figbta  were  of  tbn  snrtb,  earthy. 
Ged'a  voiee  waa  not  in  him.  It  was  the  blind  lead- 
fa^  the  blind.  Thus  she  undertook  to  declare  who 
were  in.spircd  and  who  were  uninspired  ;  and  as  .«lie 
gave  utterance  to  her  judgments,  iucredible  as  it  now 
ssens,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  inbsbitsnts  of  Boston 
lent  beliefiitg  eats  to  ber.   On  one  side  were  ber  sd- 


▼ooatea  and  friends  \  on  the  other,  dmost  alone,  were 
Wilson  snd  Wiothrop^ 

Outside  of  Bo«ion  it  was  not  so.  Tbe  mental  con- 
tagion had  not  spread.  The  uther  towns,  some  twelve 
in  number,  graduaiiy,  under  the  infiuence  of  ibeir 
minifltera,  awoke  to  a  consoiousneas  of  what  wa^  going 
on,  and  they  nllied  to  tbe  snpport  of  tbo  dsiiry. 
Winthrop  was  depnty-governor,  and  recogniied  aa 
Wilson's  main  support  in  the  Boston  Church  ,  ac- 
cordingly, his  popularity  underwent  a  revival  and  he 
was  brought  to  the  front  once  more  as  the  exponent 
of  the  oonaerratiTe  side  agunst  Yane,  who  was  the 
popular  idol  of  the  new  movement.  Thu.n  uiattem 
stood  all  through  the  winter  of  163C-I57.  The  agita- 
tion was  oootinually  on  the  increase,  and  it  seetued 

if  men  were  fairly  bereft  of  their  senses,  tm  indeed 
they  were.  They  argued  flendy  d)ont  tbe  unknow- 
able in  language  the  terms  of  which  they  did  not 
understand  ;  and  to-day  almost  the  oidy  intelligible 
tiling  in  the  whole  dispute  is  that  Mrs.  Hutchinson, 
indulging  in  wild  dreams  of  ambition  oo  her  own  ac- 
count, bad  persuaded  hendf  and  othem  tbat  sbe  was 
inspired,  and  the  firat  movement  of  her  inspiratiOQ 
was  to  drive  Mr.  Wilson,  whom  sbe  did  not  like,  out 
of  hi?  pulpit. 

During  this  time  of  rising  tuuiuit  Wheelwright 
wss  mimstcnng  at  the  Mount,  whither  be  had  re- 
ttoved  with  bis  wife  and  fkmily.  In  December,  nt 
the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Court,  he  at- 
tended an  angry  conference  of  the  clergy,  which  re- 
sulted only  in  a  widening  of  the  breach.  I'ur  a 
Bpeeofa  whioh  bo  then  made  to  the  assembled  digni- 
tsries,  Wilson  bsd  been  openly  edied  to  aoeonnt  by 
his  parishioners  in  his  own  church.  They  were  all 
against  biro,  and  after  being  censured  he  wa.s  publicly 
admooished  by  the  teacher.  It  clearly  was  not  in 
Wbedwrigbt*s  nstnrs  to  remsin  silenc  in  the  badt- 
ground  doting  snob  a  oootioYeny ;  snd  even  if  be 
made  an  effort  at  self-restraiot,  Mrs.  Hutchinson  had 
ciinrerred  a  dangerous  proiiiinrnce  upon  him  when  she 
elaHsed  him,  with  Cotton,  as  i>eing  alone  of  all  the 
clergy  under  a  oovenant  of  gnoe.  Sbe  had  thus 
msde  him  the  centre  upon  wbldt  the  anger  of  his 
brothev^delgynicn  would  naturally  concentrate.  His 
position  was  unlike  that  of  Cotton.  Cotton  wm.^) 
recognized  by  his  brethren  as  the  first  and  mmi 
endnent  of  tbchr  wbele  order.  He  wss  vegaxded 
with  rsverential  respeet.  Him  above  all  they  wished 
to  save.  Bat  they  greatly  needed  a  scapegoat,  and 
a  pcnppsoat  th«v  fotjnd  ready  to  their  hand.'i  in 
the  pastor  at  the  Mount.  Nor  was  he  a  man  to  avoid 
the  attack.  On  tbe  contrary,  he  invited  it. 
i    Ho  did  SO  in  this  way.    On  tbe  29th  [N.  S.] 
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(it  was  di«  19tli,  old  style)  of  Jsansry,  I637»  « 

solemn  fast  was  held  in  view  of  the  trouble  then 
impending  over  the  Protestant  world  in  general, 
and  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  particu- 
lar. Not  odIj  were  the  eburehes  at  bome  torn  with 
dilMiiaion  bofe  ladien  tioiiblee  were  impending,  and 
in  Germany  the  thirty  years'  war  was  at  its  height. 
It  is  finj-iible  that  Whoelwriirht  on  the  raorninir  of 
that  day  may  have  preached  to  his  own  people  at  the 
HooDt ;  but  if  he  did,  be  later  weni  to  Boeton,  where, 
in  the  aftemooa,  he  attended  chuieh  aervioee  and 
listened  to  a  diieourse  from  Cotton.  When  Cotton 
had  fiiiishcd,  Wheelwritrht  wan  callf'd  tip.»n  "  to  expr- 
ciso  as  a  privatL-  bmther."  He  had  come  prepared. 
Foesiblj  he  only  repeated  the  disoomse  he  had  that 
monuog  deliTered  to  his  own  lioelt,  though  of  tbb 
there  is  no  evidesctt  In  any  event,  he  now  preached 
that  fast-day  sermon  for  which  a  few  months  later  he 
was  called  to  auch  severe  account.  As  he  spoke  some 
perera  in  the  andioMe  took  oarefol  notes  of  what  ho 
and.  His  enemies  even  then  were  Ijing  in  wait  for 
bim.' 

Thorn  was  nothing  in  the  fast-day  sermon  which 
in  itself,  and  delivered  at  any  other  time  and  plaoi, 
would  have  exdted  general  notice.  Bseept  in  parts 
it  is  a  Tory  dull  performanee,  and,  nnless  ddivered 
with  peculiar  fire,  it  would  now  seem  more  eahmlated 
to  put  an  audience  to  slppp  than  to  excite  those  compof«- 
iug  it  to  acts  of  sedition.  Couched  in  that  peculiar 
scriptural  phraseology  whitdl  it  was  equally  a  delight 
for  the  Paritan  to  use  and  to  heer,  it  bdongs  to  an 
artificial  form  of  oompositinn  which  may  liave  its  day, 
but  is  afterwards  sure  to  be  forgotten.  Tn  a  few 
years  it  becomes  not  less  antiquated  than  last  century 
garments.  That  the  fast-day  sermon  had  a  very  di- 
reel  bearing  on  questions  (ben  greatly  ezeraisiog  the 
minds  of  those  who  listened  to  it  is  iodi^tatable ; 
but  that  is  expected  in  all  occasional  disconrfcs.  As 
a  sharp,  vehement  arraignment  of  those  who  walked 
in  a  covenant  of  works,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
Wheelwright  onght  then  to  have  preaebed  tbb  sermon 
in  Wilson's  polpit.  To  do  so  was,  to  say  the  least,  in 
very  bnd  taste.  But  beyond  tliis  the  sermon  !•»  not 
open  to  just  criticism.  It  does  nut  seem  to  have  been 
either  intended  or  oalcniated  to  exeite  seditiou,  nor 
is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  it  at  the  time 
caused  any  particular  remark.  Wilson  had  been 
thoroughly  exhorted  from  his  own  pulpit,  and  Win- 

*  It  liM  bc«a  token  r«r  fcmntcd  that  tbit  Mrmon  wm  preMh«d 
at  tbv  Mount  (l'«lfrey'«  '  Nrn  KogUud,"  i.  47l»,  r..  :  l'a;U(»'s 
"  QuinojTi"  Xl>«  correct  facta,  m  (tatod  in  tbc  text,  were 

brpagbtvattjBaOria  hlsaoaofmph  on  Joha  Whaalwrigbl, 
In  the  pabllMtioM  «r  tba  Friaaa  Soelat/  (pp>  1*> 


tbrop  bad  been  made  to  listen  to  what  the  mm  ef  tha 

I  congregation  regarded  as  some  thoroughly  sound  re- 
I  ligioua  doctrine.  But  the  latter  wns  rmt  nufficientlj 
stirred  up  by  the  fact  to  make  any  mention  of  it  io 
bis  diaiy,  and  tliere  is  no  leasoo  to  suppose  that 
eithw  his  safety  or  tint  of  the  settlement  were  pat 
in  jeo[»rdy.  ♦ 

When  hostilities  arc  di  cided  upon  a  pretext  for 
open  war  is  always  at  baud.    A  silent  decree  of  the 
clergy  Iiad  ev^ntly  now  gone  flntb  diat  Wheelwi^kt 
I  was  to  be  dtsniplioed.   His  poeition  invited  sttsek, 
'  and  his  utterances  in  private,  doubtle^ss,  a-;  well  as  in 
public,  afforded  sufficient  pr«"t(-.\t  fnr  if     He  hadb»»n 
set  up  against  WiUon  in  WiUuii  s  own  church  aodbj 
Wibon's  people.   Aeeordiogly,  when  the  Hateh  Gee- 
eral  Court  met,  aetion  was  taken  on  a  eertain  aoraioi 
whieb  Wilson  had  delivered  before  it  in  December, 
and  ftir  which  it  will  be  remembered  he  bad  enbse- 
quently  been  formally  admonished  in  his  own  church 
>  by  Teaeiier  Gotfam.  The  oonrt  now  expresssd  lis 
I  emphatio  approval  of  this  sermon.   It  then  tuned 
from  Wilson  to  Wheelwright,  and  the  matter  of  the 
fa.st  dav  Hi-Jonrse  was  broui^lu  up.    In  answer  to  s 
I  summons  Wheelwright  presently  appeared.  The  notes 
I  taken  at  the  time  liiedkeoune  was  ddivered  wen  fie- 
daeed,  and  he  was  asked  if  be  admitted  their  eoiwt- 
I  ness.    In  reply  he  gave  the  court  his  own  manuscript. 
'     A  bitter  wnnj^lc  followed  which  lasted  throuirl>  s^i 
sessions  of  several  days.    The  conservatives  at  tim 
I  thought  to  dispose  of  the  matter  behind  closed  doom 
I  The  propoeal  so  to  do  exeited  strong  oppooitioe,  ssd 
Wheelwright,  while  justifying  all  that  he  had  said, 
declined  to  answer  further  questions.    It  was  then 
decided  to  go  on  publicly,  and  Wheelwright  was  again 
I  summoned.    The  room  was  thronged,  for  the  eeaft 
itself,  msgistvates  and  ^putiee,  numbered  eome  Ibity 
'  persons,  and,  besides  others,  neariy  aU  the  twelve  or 
fiiurtern  rainiFters  of  the  pruvlnce  w-t"  present.  Thf 
fueling  wiis  iatense.    Again  the  sermon  wa^i  prodac«(i 
and  put  in  Wheelwright's  hands.    Again  he  justified 
it ;  and,  in  answer  to  questions  pot  him,  be  deehmd 
that  he  meant  (O  indttde  in  his  animadversions,  as 
beitif:  tinder  a  covenant  of  works,  all  who  walked  in 
the  way  he  iiad  described.    The  matter  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  ministers,  who  were  called  upon  to  aUta 
I  whether    they  in  their  miowtry  did  walk  in  sneh  s 
1  way."    There  wa.s  little  room  for  doubt  what  ths 
'  swer  would  be,  fur  it  was  an  ingenious  way  of  seeor- 
ing  at  once  both  evidence  of  guilt  and  a  verdict  upou 
it.    With  one  voice  the  ministers  responded  tbej 
considered  that  they  did  walk  in  sueb  a  way. 

The  vwdiet  was  thus  rcudsrad.    But  the  stni^e 
was  not  yet  over.  The  doora  of  the  General  Goart 
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mn  ig»in  okaed,  and  behind  them  m  debate  began 
which  luted  (wo  entire  deje.   Yane  and  Winthrop  ] 

led  the  opposing  forces,  and  for  a  tinu-  if  secnopd  as 
though  the  party  of  the  clergy  would  be  thwarted. 
Bat  at  last  thoy  won  over  to  their  side  two  of  the  | 
u^Mtrates,  and  by  a  narrow  majority  the  faai4aj  ' 
asnnon  waa  pronooneed  aeditiona.   Yet  no  aentenoa  | 
waa  now  passed  upon  Wbedwrigbt.    The  contest  had 
been  long  and  severe,  and  the  parties  were  so  equally 
divided  that  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  then 
paoeaed  Anther.  Wheelwright  waaaaoordingly  simply 
cidand  to  appear  before  the  next  Oeneral  Oonrt,  and 
be  waa  not  meanwhile  silenced  ns  a  minister.  Hia 
c»8«  w!)<(  commentied  to  the  Boatou  chorch  to  be 
spiritually  dealt  with. 

Thia  was  certainly  a  foibearing  disposition  to  make 
of  it.   Not  only  waa  the  ebnreh  of  Beaton  notoriooaly 
in  lympathy  with  Wheelwright,  but  it  bad  already 
*>  ♦'xprrs'it'd  it.self.    Tt  had  dotic  this,  too,  in  a  way 
not  to  be  mistaken,  and  which  was  not  forgotten ;  for 
hardly  had  the  oonrt  by  fbrmal  vote  prononneed  (he 
ftat-day  aermon  aeditiona,  than  a  petition,  bearing  the 
names  of  nearly  all  the  most  prominent  mcmbcra  of 
the  Boston  churcli,  liaJ  lioen  presented  to  thnt  same 
(Murt.    In  this  paper  the  case  of  Wheelwright  was 
warmly  argued,  and  hb  puoisbmcnt  deprecated. 
Reapectlnl  in  tone,  the  doeoment  waa  aingnkrly  well 
worded   and    to   the  point.    At  the  moment  it  j 
woald  not  seem  to  havf  excited  particular  remark,  and,  | 
received  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  wa-H  placed  on  the 
files  of  the  court.    But  priesthoods  havo   long  > 
BMOMMriea.   Thai  a  long  lut  of  inflnentiai  namea  waa  | 
appended  to  thia  memorial  was  now  noted  down,  and 
a  few  montha  later  i(  waa  made  the  baaia  of  a  pro-  I 
script  ion.  , 

Fur  the  moment  the  reference  of  Wheelwright's 
eaaa  to  the  Beaton  ehnroh  seemed  to  open  a  door  to 
conciliation  ;  but  now  the  public  feeling  was  too  much 
excut  J.  A  culli^ion  was  inevitable.  One  party  or 
tlic  otlu  r  had  to  establish  its  supremacy.  The  party  of 
the  clergy  was  unmistakably  in  the  majority  in  all  the 
towna  ezeept  Beaton,  and  thia  became  apparent  at  the 
anonal  charter  election.  Held  on  the  liTth  [N.  S.]  of 
May,  under  a  large  oak  tree  on  ilie  edge  of  what  is  now 
CambridiTc  commrni,  tlie  olcriidn  of  l(i'?7  w:is  a 
memorable  one.  Wiuilirup,  auiidt»t  an  exoituuieut 
whioh  aeemed  at  timea  about  toreaolt  in  violenoe,  was 
fhan  chosen  Governor  over  Vane.  Coddinglon  was 
left  out  uf  the  niafristiacy.  So.  hIml  wns  Hf>n*.rh. 
The  overthrow  of  the  friends  of  Wboolwright  was 
complete. 

At  first  the  party  now  In  complete  control  used  ita 
power  aparingly,  and  an  aameat  attempt  waa  made  to 
18 


pn(  an  end  to  strife.  When  in  the  order  of  bnaincaa 
Whedwrigbt'a  case  came  up,  he  appeared  before  the 

court.  Among  its  forty-three  members  he  saw  only 
three  face?*  friendly  to  him,  but  he  was  again  allowed 
to  depart  until  tlie  autumn  session.  He  was  merely 
admoniabed  to  bethink  himadf  in  the  interval  of  re- 
tracting hia  uttarancea  and  reforming  hie  errors  if  he 
hoped  to  receive  favor.  Hia  answer  was  churacter- 
i.stie.  If  be-  had  indwd,  ho  said,  been  guilty  of 
sedition,  he  deserved  death ;  but  if  the  court  should 
proceed  againat  him,  he  would  take  hia  appeal  to  the 
king;    Am  for  retracdoo,  ho  bad  nothing  to  retract. 

The  dnniinnnt  party  now  had  recourse  to  a  measure 
of  legislation  wliich  tlierc  can  be  little  doubt  pprma- 
oently  affected  the  settlement  of  the  future  town  of 
Quinoy.   It  paased  an  alien  law.  The  tide  of  tmmi- 
gratton  was  then  aatUng  alrongly  towarda  New  Bug* 
land.    All  the  towns  were  looking  for  additions  to 
their  nunilierf,  ajnd  Wheehvti.rht  and  his  fiirnd«  were 
confidently  expecting  the  arrival  uf  u  portion  of  the 
chnreh  of  a  Mr.  Brfarly  in  England,  who  possibly 
may  have  been  Whedwrigbt'a  ancoesaor  at  Bilabj. 
One  party  was  already  on  its  way,  and  reached 
Boston  it)  July.    With  a  view  tn  thh  coming  rein- 
forcement of  the  minority,  the  General  Court  in  May 
passed  a  law  imposing  heavy   peoaltiea  in  case 
strangem  ware  harbored  or  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
province  three  weeks  without  »  luagtstrate'a  permis- 
sion.   All  the  magistrates  boiougcd  to  one  party,  and 
were  wholly  devoted  to  it.    Accordingly,  when  the 
body  of  immigrants  from  the  Brierly  church  landed 
in  Boston,  though  they  were  of  one  blood  with  thoae 
who  met  them  on  (lie  shore,  they  were  confronted 
with  this  law.    In  Boston  flicir  friends  were  in  a 
large  majority  ;  3'et  their  friend.^  could  not  shelter 
them  above  three  weeks,  nor  could  Boston  sell  them 
a  habitation,  or  a  Taeant  bit  of  land  on  whioh  to  erad 
one,  without  ituurring  a  heavy  and  accumulatiTC 
penalty.    A  delav  uf  four  months  uiily  in  tlo'  rnforee- 
lueiit  of  the  law  could  be  obtained.    At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  timu  the  new-eomera  had  to  be  without 
the  jnriadietion  of  Maaaaohnaetts.   They  aobmitted, 
for  they  had  nothing  to  do  OZOept  to  submit.  None 
the  less  the  law  remnin««  one  of  the  curiosities  of 
partisan  legislation.    There  can  be  little  room  for 
doubt  that  the  people  thus  driven  away  would,  had 
they  been  permitted  to  remain  In  the  edony,  have 
settled  at  Mount  Wollaston  under  the  ministration 
of  Whcdwri^'lit.     Indfi  d,  tluy  could  not  well  have 
settled  ol^ewluMt'.  so  liiL;h  was  public  fcelinc:  running. 
Under  these  circumstances,  those  at  the  Mount  being 
forced  to  deny  even  a  reating-place  to  their  own  kin, 
and  obliged,  aa  it  w«n,  to  llintrt  tbcm  oa(  into  the 
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vilderDeM,  it  was  amtU  mattar  for  sarpriie  that  when 

midsuiutuer  came  there  were  "many  hot  speeches 
given  forth,"  and  an-jry  thrcnts  were  f'n  rly  iiiade. 

IDarlj  in  August  Vane  rcturacd  to  England,  and 
Wheelwright  lost  in  him  both  a  friend  mnd  a  pro- 
tector. Nearly  at  the  wme  time  the  Pequot  war  was 
brought  to  a  trlumphaot  close,  and  the  pastor,  Wilson, 
who  dtirinf^  the  sntntiicr  had  been  with  the  little  army 
as  itB  chaplain,  returned  to  Boston.  He  came  back 
flushed  with  a  coosciousneM  of  ^etoiy  tod  bent  on 
Cotton,  who  up  to  this  time  had  preserrod 
•n  sppc'ar  tij  >  <'  Grmness,  bowed  before  the  coming 
storm  ami  hiistened  to  make  his  peac^.  In  the  first 
place  a  synod  of  the  church»'8  was  held.  This,  the 
earliest  gathering  of  the  kind  in  New  England,  pro- 
eeeded  tt  once  to  detect  and  spread  upon  its  record,  as 
then  existing  in  primitire  Hssaaehuaetts,  no  less  than 

eighty-two  "  opinion«,  w>m<'  }t)n«<phf tn<>u?«,  others  <'r- 
roneous,  and  all  unsafe,"  besides  nine  "  unwhoiesonie 
cxpr(»iaiuus.  "  With  two  exceptions, — Cotton  and 
Wheelwright, — ^the  ministers  in  the  synod  were  of 
one  way  of  thinking.  The  proceedings  consequently 
were  nut  inharmonious.  Certain  of  the  I?o>t(iri  lay- 
tuenilirrs,  indeed,  expresfing  both  disj^ust  and  indig- 
nation that  ttnuh  a  huge  body  of  heresies  should  be 
paraded,  prot  up  and  left  ibe  ssnembly ;  Wheelwright, 
more  sensible!,  discreetly  held  his  peace,  taking  the 
ground  (hat  ahstnict  error<'  not  directly  imputed  to 
him  were  none  of  his  concern. 

A  long  discuiuioo  of  controverted  points  ensued. 
No  one  in  the  ssBemblj  bad  any  distinct  idea  of  the 
subjects  under  debate.  For  the  most  part  they  were 
mere  theolo_'it  tl  abstractions  of  the  most  metaphysical 
character  it  luliiiL:  t'>  jnftification,  ?riTicf ificnf ion,  and 
the  iike,  and  eiiiier  immaterial  or  unknowable.  At 
last  Cotton,  with  a  degree  of  worldly  wisdom  whieh 
did  much  credit  to  his  head,  announced  that  he  saw 
light.  Whet'lwri jtit  was  of  a  less  accommodating 
spirit;  thor'>n;_'iiU  stiff  necked  and  di'^pntatiinis.  lie 
would  not  proldss  to  yield.  Accordingly,  when  ilje 
synod  dispersed  his  enemies  had  gnined  their  end. 
They  had  won  over  Cotton,  whom  they  wished  to 
save;  while  Wheelwright,  whose  utter  destruction 
they  sought,  was  left  to  confront  tbom  without  a  single 
friend  or  ally. 

Events  now  moved  ni[>idly  to  their  foregone  eoo- 
elnstOD.  Immediately  after  the  aii|jonrament  of  the 
synod  the  General  Court  cho.scn  in  May  was  dissolved. 
It  had  hi'!  ri  (  ierteH  for  the  entire  year,  .and  to  thus 
end  it  was  unprecedented;  but  it  had  evinced  a 
moderation  of  spirit  which  did  not  meet  the  views  of 
th«  extremists.  The  tide  of  popular  fteting  wss  set- , 
ting  strongly  towards  them,  and  they  meant  to  avail ' 


themselves  of  it.   Measures  of  severe  repression  wert 

to  be  put  in  force.  So  the  old  court  was  dissolved, 
and  the  election  of  a  new  one  order  ")  Thi^  result 
was  alt  the  conservatives  could  have  hoped  fur.  Of 
the  thirty-three  members  of  the  eonrt  now  dtesen, 
no  lew  than  twenty-one  were  new ;  and  all,  old  and 
new,  save  three  alone,  were  strongly  opposed  to  the 
IIatr1iin«on  party.  IIuiiL'h  was  nmonir  those  left  out; 
Coddiugtou  was  again  returned  by  Boston. 

The  court  met  on  the  12ib  [N.  S.]  of  November. 
It  found  Wheelwright  still  preaehiog  tiie  covenant  of 
grace  at  Mount  Wollaston.  Though  the  clouds  veie 
'.•(tluting  black  over  his  path,  he  hiAd  ^itmijlit  no. 
rejecting  all  suggestions  of  co^^promi^e,  as  iie  stonily 
declared  that  the  difference  between  him  and  his  op- 
ponents was  a  gulf  too  wide  to  bridge.  So,  as  Wio- 
tbrop  expressed  it,  those  ttt  the  minority  "  finding:. 
np<'n  consultation,  that  two  so  opposite  pnrti>«  c  luld 
not  continue  in  the  same  body  without  apparent  haz- 
ard of  ruin  to  the  whole,  agreed  to  send  away  some  of 
the  principal." 

And  now  the  memorial  frem  the  Bo^^ton  chnrob, 
pres«T)toil  the  day  after  the  judgment  of  the  General 
Court  had  declared  the  frtst  diiy  sermon  sediiiou*, 
was  made  to  do  yeomaa  s  service.  It  also  was  pro- 
nounced seditious.  No  less  thso  sixty  of  the  leadisg 
men  of  Boston  had  affixt  J  ilu  ir  ^lj:naiiirc«  to  it.  la 
doing  so  llicy  imw  foumi  that  they  liail  committed  a  po- 
liiieal  offense,  and  might  be  visited  with  fine,  imprison- 
ment, and  exile.  The  new  court  had  contained  origi- 
nally three  members,  deputies  from  Boston,  friendly  to 
the  Antinomians.  Two  of  these  were  incontinently 
exjH  ll .  il :  <^ne  because  his  name  was  siirniMl  to  ihe 
church  memorial,  the  other  because  from  his  place  in 
t  lie  court  be  justified  it,  though  his  name  was  uot  ou 
it.  The  tribunal  before  whioh  he  was  to  be  tried  be- 
ing  thus  ]uirgcd  of  all  his  fHeads,  Coddington  alone 
excepted,  Wheelwright's  case  was  called.  He  ap- 
peared, and  was  a^ked  if  he  w.is  pri^pared  to  confess 
hi.s  errors  and  submit  himself  to  the  court.  Protest- 
ing his  innocence,  he  refused.  Then  fdlowed  a  long 
and  angry  parliamentary  struggle  extending  into  s 
.second  da}'.  Every  ill  which  had  befallen  the  settle- 
ment was  laid  at  Wheelwright's  door.  To  «ij<;h  an 
indictment  do  defcDse  was  possible  ;  and  so  the  court 
in  dne  time  proceeded  to  its  sentence.  It  wss  dis* 
franchUement  and  exile.  As  it  was  already  the  htter 
half  of  November,  and  the  winter  had  set  in  w  ith  un- 
usual severifv,  it  was  proposed  that  the  lime  <>f  the 
exile's  departure  should  be  postponed  until  March ; 
but  meanwhile  he  was  not  to  preach.  He  wss  sgMO, 
this  time  in  Now  England,  to  be  a  silenced  uioistar. 

From  this  sentenoe  Wheelwright,  as  b«  had  belbit 
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eaid  be  should,  took  aa  u}t^eal  lo  the  kiog,  A 
nifrbt't  relleeUoii  probably  satuied  bitii  that  be  bad 
nothing  to  hope  for  by  pursuin*;  this  course,  and  hi  - 
conl In ;_']}•  the  next  ire-  he  withdrew  his  appeal,  ofier- 
iug  to  acc«*pt  n  si  Tifonco  uf  simple  banishment.  It  so 
standB  rcocjrded.  Fourteen  days  only  were  allowed 
bin  witbin  wbiob  be  wae  to  settle  bis  affaifs  and  | 
leave  the  jurisdiction.  Hts  fMimhioner,  Atheiton 
Hou<;h.  became  bondsman  for  him. 

Unlike  the  othor  exiles  of  the  Antinoniian  cnntrn- 
veisy,  Wheelwright  did  not  turn  his  8tep.H  to  lihyde 
labnd.   On  tbe  eontrary,  afYcr  preaching  one  fave>  > 
well  aermon  to  bis  little  oongrepation,  be  started  [ 
northward  to  New  Ilumpshire.    Tt  was  the  end  of 
Novetiihrr.  :ind  the  (Irpppnin^r  s^now  wa.s  thick  on  the 
ground.    He  went  uione,  carrying  with  him  a  scuso 
of  bnratng  wrong  and  endleaa  peraeeutioa ;  nor  did  be 
erer  agnio  set  foot  in  bb  old  parish.    Early  in  the 
following  spring  his  wife  and  children  followed  him, 
and  for  a  time  the  family  found  refuge  in  the  aca- 
demic town  of  Exeter.    The  subsequent  f'oriunes  of 
Wheelwright  ate  no  pert  of  the  btstorjr  of  Quincy.  { 
It  is  anflideBt  to  saj  that  be  Bunrived  his  exile  more  I 
than  forty  years,  and  when  at  last  lie  ilii  'l  In-  \v;i>  tlif 
old**fit  miriistor  in  Npw  Kntrlaml.     Hut  thtiii.:li  li<! 
outlived  every  one  of  his  contemporarica,  and  when  ^ 
be  peswd  ftwey  the  Antinomian  controversy  bad  be-  i 
cone  *  neeningleas  thing  of  the  past,  his  brethren  I 
took  at  tho  time  no  notice  of  the  imtriareVs  death, 
and  no  monument  now  marks  his  grarc. 

Tbe  first  clergyman  of  the  church  which  wa.<i  alter-  , 
«8i^  ineorponted  it  the  town  of  Braiotree,  John  1 
Wheelwright  was  also  its  uost  diatingaiebed  dergy- 1 
■an.    A  Puritan,  and  a  contentious  on^  be  was 
esiwntinllv  a  man  of  force.    Stiff-nocked,  unamiablc, 
ari  l  far  from  lovable,  his  proper  place  wat>  not  tbe  i 
pulpiu   He  should  h«t«  bean  s  mm  of  effiiin,  a  law-  | 
yw  and  n  magistrate.   There  was  abont  him  aearoely  i 
•  trace  of  the  gentle  spirit  of  Christ.    Yet  indica-  I 
fin!i-  1i  ivf  not  been  wanting  that  in  ninrc  than  one. 
way  lUii  brief  connection  of  John  Wheelwright  with  ^ 
the  young  settlement  at  Mount  Wollaiton  n^eted  its  ' 
anbeeqnent  eharteter  as  a  oonminnity  through  a  ; 
period  of  more  tlinn  two  centuries.    That  it  did  SO 
np^rativ■L'lv  has  already  hwn  pointed  out.    In  conse- 
quence  of  the  Antinomian  controveFsy  the  formation 
of  the  town  was  delayed,  snd  tlie  matoial  oomposing  | 
it  made  dilBBient  from  what  it  otherwise  would  hsTO 
been.    More  than  this,  there  can  l>e  no  doubt  that  I 
Wheelwright's  parishioners  sympathir  'd  ftilly  in  his 
riews.    The  first  teacher  of  his  church,  when  two 
yean  later  it  was  formally  gathered,  was  one  of  his 
snpporteta  whose  namo  was  blotted  ftom  tbe  famonB  > 


memorial  only  as  late  as  May,  1 640.  Since  then  his 
parish — both  while  it  was  the  North  Pirecinet  of 
Braintiee  and  afterwards  a,^  the  town  of  Quincy — 
sliowed  always  a  notua'ahli-  Uianing  towards  a  liberal 
theology.  It  was  never  orthodox.  In  this  rp.spi  ct  it 
was  in  sharp  contrast  with  its  sister  church  of  the 
Middle  Precinet,  and  the  ministers  of  tbe  two,  never 
changing  aides,  more  than  once  engaged  in  sharp 
doL-triiia!  rnntroversy.  And  so  each  Kuceessivo  pastor 
iuHuenced  tli.>  people,  and  the  tpriiiciny  of  tlio  people 
operated  back  in  the  selectiuu  uf  pastors,  until  the  old 
order  of  things  passed  wholly  away.  It  is,  therefore, 
DO  improbable  snnnise  that,  a  little  leaven  in  this 
case  also  leavening  the  whole  lump,  tlic  set  il  >own 
by  Wheelwright  in  Ifi^T  h<*rc  its  fruit  in  the 
great  New  England  protest  of  two  centuries  later, 
when,  under  tbe  lead  of  Chaaning,  tbe  descendants 
in  the  seventh  generation  of  those  who  had  Ibtened  to 
thf  first  pastrir  at  the  Mount  broke  away  finally  and 
fon  vcr  frmn  the  religious  tenets  of  the  Puritans. 

But  though  the  moat  prominent  and  distinctive, 
Wheelwright  was  not  the  only  resident  or  land-owner 
at  Mount  Wollsston  the  ooorse  of  whese  fiitnre  Ufa 
was  changed  by  reason  of  the  Antinntniaii  eotitro- 
vpr^y.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  htsiilrs  CtnltiinE- 
ton  and  Hough,  the  husband  of  Mrs.  liulchinsou  also 
bad  an  allotment  jost  south  of  the  Keponaet.  The 
subsequent  end  most  trsgio  reeord  of  the  HuteUosoi 
family  is  one  of  the  familiar  pages  in  New  England 
liistor}'.  Tt  dop?»  not  need  to  be  rewritten  herr-.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  when  at  last,  in  the  early  days 
of  April  (Msreb  28th,  0.  S.),  IG38,  Governor 
Wbthrop  ordered  Anne  Hotehinson  to  iesTe  the 
Mas.-acInisetLs  jurisdiction,  she  went  in  a  Im  it  across 
the  harbor  to  the  X'  [inn»-.  t,  ami  there  landed  near 
her  husband's  farm  in  what  is  now  North  Quiucy. 
She  had  untill  the  dose  of  the  moatb  to  leave  the 
provinoe.  This  wss  the  Srat  stage  of  her  journey. 
Iler  plan  was  to  join  .John  Wheelwright's  family, 
who  had  not  yet  left  their  home,  and  •sf'  with  th<  in  by 
water  to  I'ort^uuuth.  But  her  own  husband  had  in 
the  mean  U»e  f<Miod  an  abiding  place  more  to  his 
liking  in  Rhode  Islsnd,  where  Newport  now  is ;  so, 
changing  their  plans,  the  wife  and  ehildren  joumeyed 

by  land  to  Providence,  and  thoooe  psssed  aemss  tO 
the  island  of  Aquidoeck. 

Tbtthw  she  was  shortly  followed  by  William  God* 
diogtoQ,  the  immediate  saeoesaor  of  Thomas  Morton 
in  the  ownership  of  Mount  Wollsston.  And,  sin* 
gularly  enough,  the  reeonl  nf  every  annual  town- 
meeting  in  Quincy  at  the  present  time  bears  recur- 
ring evidenoe  to  the  fact  of  thb  sacceBsion.  Since 
the  year  1640,  a  portion  of  Coddington's  giaot  hsa 
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been  public  property,  and  Is  ipoken  of  on  tlie  6TSt 
page  of  the  Braiotree  iccords  as  *'  the  achool  lands." 
Each  year  by  a  funual  vote — llie  reason  of  which  haa 
passed  into  a  nicaninj^leas  ti  adit  ion—the  town  of 
Quincy,  us  a  tenant  of  the  land  thui^  held,  appropriates 
to  echoul  purpoMB  a  man  of  money  as  a  nomina]  real 
therefor.  The  neiuory  of  Coddingtoo  is  perpetuated 
in  the  name  of  the  school  in  which  the  children  of 
tlie  district  in  which  Mount  Wollaston  lies  are  tauj^ht. 
and  also  iu  the  name  of  the  street  on  which  the  school- 
house  stands. 

Unlike  Hntehinsoii  and  Whestimght,  Coddington 
was  not  banished.  Angry  with  his  former  colleagues 
in  office,  and  disjni«t»-d  at  the  intolerance  they  had 
shown,  he  voluutariiy  nhook  thu  dust  of  Maivsacbu- 
aetts  from  his  feeL  Alone  of  the  exilas  he  had  stood 
high  in  the  eoonoila  of  the  MassBehasetta  eoloay,  for 
through  years  he  had  beeu  \ta  treasurer,  and  it  was  he 
who  built  the  flrst  brick  house  in  Bost<»t).  He  now 
went  to  Rhode  Liland,  where,  forty  years  later,  be 
died  All]  of  honors.  Thna  the  pastor  Wilson,  Atlier- 
ton  Hough,  and  the  heirs  of  Edmund  Qninej,  alone 
among  those  to  whom  largo  aUotmmtS  had  originally 
been  made  at  the  Mount,  remained  in  possession  of 
tbem  even  as  late  as  thu  incorporation  of  Braiutree. 
The  Antinoniian  oontroversy  had  unsettled  every- 
thing. Of  these  three,  Wilson  was  left  Tictor  in  the 
theolopcal  arena;  but,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Bos- 
ton all  tlit»  roniaintliT  of  his  lifo,  he  u'ave  snml!  atten- 
tion to  his  farm  in  Braiulree,  nor  was  his  name  iu 
any  way  further  associated  with  the  town.  Quincy 
ified  in  1637  without  haring  taken  part  in  the  Anti> 
notiii  in  lispute.  His  allotment desoended  to  his  son, 
and  tlir  f.iinily,  as  will  presently  be  seen,  wn«  from 
generation  to  generation  closely  associated  with  the 
towns  into  which  the  Mount  was  subsequently  formed. 
From  one  of  those  deaoendsnts,  a  great-grandson  of 
the  first  Edmund,  and  in  his  day  the  succe.-Jsor  of 
Morton  and  Coddintrton  ns  tin-  owner  of  Mount 
Wollaston,  Quincy  at  a  later  periad  derived  its  name. 
Athertoa  Hough,  like  Coddington,  was  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  Wheelwright ;  but^  unlike  him,  he  aeoepted 
defeat  quietly,  and  made  hb  peace  with  the  dominant 
faction.  He  remained  in  quiet  p(».'iession  of  his  sea- 
shore allotment  on  Braintree  Bay,  and  died  in  1G5U, 
leaving  sons  and  daughters.  The  name  has  since  be- 
come extinct. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

oin  BBAINTiai: 

Thus  in  November,  1G37,  the  little  Settlement  at 

the  3Ioiint,  :is  it  was  still  called,  was  once  more  thor- 
ougiily  disorganized.  The  phiee  seemed  to  be  unda 
a  sort  of  blight.  First  the  magistrates  bad  rootedont 
Morton  and  the  Meirymount  company,  oUiteiatasg 
in  so  &r  as  they  could  every  trace  of  the  earliest  aet- 
tlcment ;  and  now  tlicy  had  also  sent  into  exile  a 
pastor  and  his  parishioners,  who  had  not  a  thing  io 
common  with  Morton,  except  that  they  had  sat  down 
in  the  place  from  whieh  he  bad  been  driven.  But  it 
was  not  long  before  the  scattered  settlers  again  began 
to  sliow  KiL'n*  of  coDtinui-d  cxi^toiu  i^.  They  were 
poor  people,  for  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  one  of  note  or  substance,  except  Wheelwright, 
had  yet  actually  made  his  home  in  this  region. 
Quincy  and  Hough,  like  Coddington  and  Wiboo, 
lived  in  Bo.«ton  ;  and  in  Huston  the  Monnt  wa?  looked 
upon  as  a  remote,  outlying  dependency,  to  be  readied 
conveniently  enough  by  boat  across  the  bay  iu  sum- 
mer, but  in  winter  prsetioally  inaccessible.  Ffen 
tliut'  to  time  large  allotments  were  still  made  there  te 
leading  Boston  personages.  Bcnj  niiin  Keayue,  for 
instance,  son-in-law  to  Governor  Dudley,  had  meted  out 
to  him  on  his  marriage,  in  February,  1G38, "  agreatlot 
of  meadow  and  upland,'*  two  hundred  aeres  in  extent, 
in  what  is  QOW  Braintree.  Andrew  Stoddard,  a 
linen-draper,  and  at  one  time  oooauble  in  Boeteo,' 

1  There  is  in  Winttirop  nn  incident  oonnccte<i  with  thi*.Slod- 
'lArd,aD«i  his  perforniMoe  of  bis  dntiM  m  ooMt«i>le,*iBgol»ri7 
cbarnelttristie  of  Mtrly  HutKhiueUi.  The  oomtsblai,  bciaf 

■liii-'  II  Ii'.  (IiMi.  i.il  r  .iirt,  were  uinun);  the  clii«r  peopi*  in 
their  euvural  towns,  lu  lliti,  I'rKiicil  UutohiiMUD,  *oa  vf  MU- 
trew  Ann«,  and  a  ■on-ln-Uir  of  bars,  «k«  Collin,  mm  ta  Jk»- 
ton  uDil  *'  revilfij  the  cliurch."  "  Tli' y  wrf  b"th  •'-■mmiKrl  »-> 
prii^on;  iind  it  fell  out  tliat  uue  8to<i<iiirU,  beirij;  ibtrii  ou«ot  IB« 
oon»Uble«  of  Bofton,  wm  raqnirad  to  t«ko  Franeis  Hut«luDmi 
into  hit  cuftudy  till  the  aflernrMin,  and  .".-iid  withal  to  the  goT- 
nrnor,  '.Sir,  I  oomc  to  observe  what  you  did,  th»t  if  you  tboald 
proecc>l  with  u  brother  otherwise  than  you  ought,  I  might  d«al 
with  jau  in  a  churob  wsjr,'  For  Ibia  infol«at  b«h»riour  he  ma 
eoiniiiUt«d ;  bat  b«ing  da»1t  with  by  the  eldare  aod  «th«ii,Iie 
ciiiue  to  aee  liiu  error,  whioh  wn-i  Ihnt  he  did  conceive  that  th« 
nwgijitrate  oagbt  not  to  d«»l  witb  m  uietab«r  of  the  oboreh  b«- 
fore  the  ebitreh  hsd  proeeedod  witb  bim.  flo  the  next  L«r4'«- 

■  ill.  ,  in  thr  i.pini  ii--f!iiM_\ ,  ill/  .ii  l  freely  and  ver_v  !ifr>:'Ction»teIj 
cont'e.-^s  hi»  error  and  bi»  oontcuiiil  of  ftutbority,  and  beiof 
hoiaad  to  appear  at  the  next  ooart,  h*  iU  th*  llh«  there  ta  Ae 
HAtihTMCtion  of  all.  Yet  for  example's  aaWe  hp  wn«  fiiiH  twenty 
•billiugii,  which,  though  some  of  the  magiitruii^  wuuU  bare  h»4 
It  waiob  leae,  or  rather  remitted,  seeing  hit  clear  repentance  and 
aaliifaetion  io  pnblto  left  no  poiaon  or  daager  io  hi>  exampl4 
nor  had  the  eommoawealtb  or  any  parion  aaelained  daD^er  by 
it."  8ani«a^a  «  Wlntbiep^"  U.*  99-*t. 
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in  1640  noeiv«d  one  kandred  Mrw;  and  in  1639, 
Bdwnrd  Tyng,  one  of  the  weahhieit  inhabiUDts  of 

Boston.  re(  fivL'd  two  liutiJroJ  and  fifty  acre^.  But 
the^e  Were  oxcoptiona!  t:r;uus  to  non-re»idcotfl, — con- 
stituting tlic'Ui  a  iaiiiifd  gentry  of  the  province  after 
the  Englhh  fiishion,^-«nd  did  not  add  greatly  to  the 
popniation  or  the  prosperity  of  the  region  in  which 
the  grants  l;iy.  tliuuLili  the  grantees  may  have  <cnl  out 
farmers  or  laborers  to  improve  their  lands.  Hut 
large  grants  were  not  the  rule.  Another  sjstetu  waa 
all  tbie  lime  being  punned  towards  "the  eoninion 
people,"  as  they  were  called,  who  Were  oooiing  over  to 
New  England  in  crowds.  The  cui^ton)  wn;:  tn  ullot 
the^p  four  acres  :i  head  f(ir  each  person  they  bnniL'lit 
with  ihem  ;  and  iu  the  cane  of  Boston  the  Hmaller 
allottnenta  were  made  largely  ut  the  Hoont.  Twenty- 
six  such  are  recorded  in  1638,  and  fifteen  more  in  1  G3d. 
Prior  to  the  incorporation  of  Braintree  one  hundred 
and  tivf  .-uch  allotments  in  nil  had  been  parcelled  out 
to  faaiilies  numbcriug  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  per- 
eons,  abowing  that  the  average  family,  ineluding 
probably  eervanta  aa  well  as  ohildreo,  was  between 
five  and  six  persons.  But  though  these  allotments 
are  recorded,  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  all  those  to 
whom  they  were  wade  aciiuUIy  settled  at  the  Mount. 
On  the  contrary,  the  namea  of  only  a  email  portion  of 
tfaien  are  at  a  eomewbat  later  period  to  be  found  in 
tbc  town  and  parish  records.  The  inference  is  that 
many  civcd  their  nllotments  in  one  place,  and,  in 
thiXie  days  ot  abundant  laud,  preferred  to  settle  clse- 
wbere. 

NevMtbdeas,  a  eertain  portion  of  the«e  poorer  peo- 
ple did  go  out  and  build  dwellings  south  of  the  Ne- 
ponset,  and  at  last  a  decisive  movement  was  made 
towards  the  establishment  of  an  independent  church 
there.  The  dmpel  of  ease  arrangemeni,  involving,  n 
it  £d,  dependem^  on  n  mother  ebnreh,  no  longer 
sufficed  for  the  spiritual  needs  of  a  growing  popula- 
tion. The  region  had  also  stood  as  a  sort  of  unoccu- 
pied gap  of  heathendom  long  enough ;  for  the  Dor- 
obeater  society,  to  the  north,  went  bank  to  June, 
1 630,  while  the  sooieties  of  Weymouth  and  Hingham, 
on  the  south,  dated  respectively  from  July  and  Sep- 
temher.  1635.  Without,  therefore,  waiting  for  a  for- 
mal adjustment  of  all  questions  with  Boston,  on  the 
16lh  of  September,  1639,  those  dwelling  ai  the  Mount, 
in  the  words  of  Qovenior  Winthrop,  <*  gathered  a 
obnreh  alter  lb«  nensl  manner,  and  chose  one  Mr. 
Tomson.  a  very  gracious,  sincere  mnn  and  Mr.  Flynt, 
a  godly  man  also,  ihcir  mioisterti.  iu  those  primi- 
tive days  the  signing  of  «  eovenant  was  easenliat  to  a 
ebnreh  gathering,  and  the  Braintree  eovenant  bad  ap- 
pended to  it  the  B^snatnres  of  six  persons  bendes  those 


of  the  pastor  and  teaober.   It  was  drawn  np  in  the 

simple  but  not  unimpressive  form  then  in  common 
use,  and  by  virtue  of  it  those  entcriti..'  into  tlie  com- 
pact— "  poor  unworthy  i  reaturi's,  who  have  sometime 
lived  without  Ciiri»t  uud  without  God  in  tbc  world"— 
promised  thereafter  *'  to' worship  the  Lord  in  spirit  and 
truth,  and  to  walk  iu  brotherly  love  and  the  duties 

tlicp  of  accordintr  to  the  will  of  the  gospel."  In  wit- 
ne.-^.'i  of  which,  they  made  puldic  profession  of  faith  io 
presence  of  those  assembled,  aud  gave  to  one  another 
the  right  hand  of  fdlowship.  It  was  the  fifteenth 
church  which  bad  been  gathered  in  the  provinoe 
during  the  ten  yean*  of  .settlement. 

The  incorporation  of  the  town  followed  hard  upon 
the  gathering  of  the  church,  for,  at  the  following  ses- 
rion  of  tbo  General  Court,  that  of  May.  1640,  the 
'*  petition  of  the  inbabitanta  of  Mount  Wollaston  wss 
acceded  to,  and  it  was  granted  them  to  be  a  town,  tn 
be  called  Brntntree."  No  satiiifartory  rennon  for  the 
choice  of  this  name  has  ever  been  given,  nor  is  there 
any  bond  of  connection  apparent  between  the  Snfiblk 
Braintree,  of  New  England,  and  the  Essex  Braintree, 
of  Old  England.  The  subject  has  more  than  one^j 
hern  discussed,  but  with  no  satisfactory  result.  The 
more  probable  explanaiiou  is  also  the  most  natural. 
In  1632  a  eompany  of  Essex  people  had  come  out 
with  the  Rev.  Thmnaa  Hooker,  afterwards  the  re- 
nowned pjustorof  the  church  at  Hartford.  Winthrop 
refers  tr.  them  us  "  the  Braintree  company."  '  They 
first  went  across  the  Neponset,  where  they  began  a 
settlement;  and  then,  by  order  of  the  General  Conrt, 
they  moved  over  to  Cambridge.  When,  tberefors, 
^ght  years  later,  the  place  was  incorporated  as  a  town, 
a  name  vrn"  eivcn  to  it,  prohahly  sit  Winthrop's  sug- 
gestion, connected  witli  that  Braintree  company 
whieh  imd  began  to  sit  down  at  Mount  Wollaston.'* 
But  there  is  no  resson  to  snppoee  that  any  of 
Hooker's  foUowii^  bad  rsmained  meantime  on  the 
spot.'^ 

The  vote  incorporating  the  town  umuincd  detailed 
reference  to  an  agreement  whioh  bad  been  efleeted 
between  certain  representatives  of  those  dwelling  at 

the  Mount  and  the  authorities  of  Boston.  The  rested 
iiitcre-ts  itf  the  latter  pilaee  in  the  former  had  ngain 
htxQ  asserted,  and  the  question  thus  raised  proved 
one  not  easy  to  settle,  Tbwn  bad  evidently  been 
nneh  biekering.  Appealing  to  the  enlargement" 
vote  of  IG'M,  it  was  contended  mi  the  one  side  that 
Boston  and  Boston  oliuroh  were  being  shorn  of  their 

i  Savage's  "  Winthrop,"  vol.  i.  pp.  S7,  S8. 
<  8w " Tliay«r  Hvararfal/'  VP-  i»,  M|  Last's  W-CeatMwisl 
jMMoafM^"  p.  M ;  Adana* "  BrMatm  AMims,"  pp.  iM-M. 
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proportions;  while  on  the  othw  side  a  growing  popn- 

latioD  usfierted  their  natural  rights.  The  result  was 
a  efimprmiit^p,  the  tortus  of  which  are  by  no  meniiH 
free  Irom  ambiguity'.  Uodcr  it  all  thu  lauds  in  the 
new  township  leem  to  have  been  ideaied  from  a  liap 
biUty  to  taxation  as  a  part  of  Boston,  upon  the  pay- 
ment to  Boston  of  a  trifle  ovor  a  shUKng  an  ncro  on 
tlif  land  "formerly  granted  to  divers  men  of  Boston 
upon  expectation  they  should  have  continued  still 
with  lis,"  aad  three  abiniDgs  an  am  for  erery  acre 
that  had  been,  or  thereafter  ahoald  be,  granted  to  any 
others  not  iobabitaots  of  Bo^^ton.  In  other  words, 
the  oftiia!  settltTs  in  Bmintiw  were  (o  pay  into  the 
Boston  trea:>ury  a  ^uui  of  money  on  their  holdings  in 
eMBUatation.  At  the  same  time  farther  laige  aliot* 
meats  ail  the  Mount  were  made,  iodudiog  five  hnn- 
dted  aiites  "  for  the  usv.  of  the  canoneere  of  Bofiton 
whfTpj^'M'ver  he  is,  or  shall  be,  in  the  sorvice  therco. 
from  time  to  time,"  and  "  two  thousand  acrea  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  use  of  (Boston)  iti  the  most  coDveoi- 
ent  place  UDallotted." 

This  ngrectnent  WIS  made  on  the  11th  of  Jiinuary, 
1639,  some  five  months  before  the  General  ('.  urt 
acted  on  the  petition  to  incorporate.  And  when  die 
eourt  did  act,  it  made  a  furtlicr  proviiio  tliat,  if  the 
inhabiunts  of  the  newly  created  town  fikiled  to  fulfil 
the  oovenaut  they  bad  entered  into,  it  should  be  in 
the  power  of  Boston  to  recover  whnt  wns  its  due  by 
action  against  the  Braintree  people,  culleclively  or  in- 
dividually. That  the  burdeu  thus  imposed  on  Brain- 
tree  WRS  an  nnusnal  and  most  oppressive  one  does  not 
need  to  be  said.  It  was  the  caii>e  of  a  poor,  atmggling 
community  being  compelled  ic  buy  out  aVu-n  vested 
infereft?  in  the  soil,  which  never  ought  to  luivp  px- 
isted.  Accordingly,  at  a  later  time  it  proved  a  fruit- 
All  soaree  of  heart-bniiiings  and  litigation.  Never- 
theless the  arrangement,  favorable  or  Otherwise,  seems 
to  huvtj  hri  n  the  l»  that  it  was  possible  to  effect, 
and  under  it  BniintrL'c  cauit*  info  pxistence  as  an  in- 
dependent political  community  in  May,  104U.  Those 
dwelling  in  the  new  town  were  also  made  to  realise 
at  onoe  that  political  privileges  carried  with  them 
corrc-iponding  obligations,  for  by  the  eame  court  they 
were  a«isef«i  r]  twenty-five  pounds  in  a  total  levy  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds.  In  payment  of  this  levy 
silver  plate  wss  to  be  received  at  five  shillings  the 
ounoe,  good  old  Indian  com,  being  dean  and  mer- 
chantable," at  five  shillings  the  bushel,  summer  wheat 
at  srvrn  <»hillin!;s,  and  rye  at  six  shillings  Tri  which 
of  these  several  staples  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
this  earliest  tax  levy  was  paid  nowhere  appeam.  But 
that  it  was  paid  admits  of  no  doubt;  and  at  the  next 
MiMou  of  the  €l«neral  C(»urt,  hdd  in  Boston  on  the 


7th  day  of  the  following  October,  William  Cfaeeaebsh 

ough  and  Stephen  Kin.sley  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  as  the  first  representatives  of  Braintree. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

QUI>'C  Y-  (  CoHtinued). 

7SS  MonTH  pnBCtNCi  cmnKm. 

Tbx  original  Braintree  settlement  was  along  the 

shore  of  the  bay,  and  on  the  upland  and  in  the  val- 
leys afljaeent  thereto.  Only  hv  «low  (legrce.s  di'l  popu- 
lation work  its  way  buck  among  the  hills  and  interior 
valleys.  In  1708  the  eburoh  of  Bniutree  was  di- 
vided, and  the  original  settlement  beeame  the  North 
Preeioet.  In  1792  this  North  Precinct  was  set  off 
from  the  rest  of  the  town,  atul  hfcame  Quincy.  Th« 
present  town  of  Quincy,  therefore,  was  the  origiuiu 
Braintree ;  and  subsequently,  for  more  than  eighty 
yean,  the  history  of  the  North  Premnot  of  Braintree 
is  the  history  of  Quincy. 

The  original  Brairitreo  ehtirch,  then,  until  1708 
was  the  one  church  of  the  town  ;  from  1708  to  1792 
it  was  the  North  Predoet  ebureh;  from  1792  to 
1820  it  was  the  Qoin^  chutcb.  The  revised  Consti- 
tution of  Massaehusetta  went  into  effect  in  1820. 
Tender  its  provisions  a  complete  separation  of  chur  l 
from  state  took  place  |  but  the  habits  of  the  people 
were  fined,  and  several  years  el^Med  before  thii 
ehange  in  the  organio  law  bepm  to  produce  its  foil 
results.^  At  first  people  went  on  attending  divine 
worship  in  the  raceting-houso  of  their  fathers.  In 
Quincy  it  was  ten  years  before  another  meetiug-house 
was  bnOt.  Acoordiugly,  the  tH>le  cburob  of  tlie  Brain* 
tree  of  1639  was  still  the  sole  ebureb  of  Quincy  natfl 
1830. 

TIi(!  society  had  tlien  worehiped  in  four  saccessive 
buildings,  the  last  of  which  was  in  1830  almost  new, 
having  been  finished  only  two  years  before.  Boilt 
of  stone,  it  wss  ealled  a  **  temple,"  and  ii  replaesd  tt 
old  New  England  meeting-house  wliich  f  or  oinety-iis 
y<  ars  had  stood  on  the  IrainiiiL'-tield  in  the  Centre  of 
the  town.  Thus,  wlien  this  weetinu'-hoose  of  1732 
was  removed  iu  1828,  the  visible  emblem  whieb  CSS- 
nected  the  modem  with  the  colonial  town  way  be  said 


1  fixe<l  wa«  the  belief  that  obligatorj  mitpttrt  of  a  chorch 
was  eatfutial  to  iti  oontiDtted  exlattoee  that  the  late  Jaif 
Storjr  v«lMii  a  very  ootomon  seatiueat  irboti,  at  tbr  lim«  ib« 
amended  con»tiiutioa  took  offeet,  bo  oaprcMod  the  opinioa  tbef 
fn  twrrnlr-flve  j'carB  ihOT*  WOoM  UOt  Ittaollttircb  open  ia  ll» 
■aelniNtti  in  whfoh  tbo  oM  rolfgUnu  nrvioM  wcwid  bo  beM. 
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to  lutTO  dimppeand.   The  eouwotiiig  link  between  | 

(wo  cliaiiis  was  broken.    The  period,  therefore,  of 
one  hundred  arxl  t'l^litv-iiino  years  which  elapsed  after 
the  ^atheriog  of  the  First  Church  of  Braintret',  and 
before  the  pulling  down  and  moving  away  of  the  third  | 
neeting-houee  in  Quiocy,  mvat  bistorioUlj  be  oonstd- 
ered  by  itaelt    It  was  not  the  less  one  tod  the  eame 
period  hpcnii'ic  durinur  it  the  colonies  were  sevor^d 
from  GreHt  Britain,  and  Quincy  wiis  severed  from 
Braintree.    So  far  as  the  people  were  concerned  who  | 
liTod  ftt  what  in  163S  was  known  aa  the  Moant,theae  | 
were   b  ith  [xjlidcal  ehanges.    They  hardly  in  any  ' 
wav  uflected  the  occupations  of  those  people,  or  their 
modes  of  life  and  thought,  or  their  s<ncial  and  material 
condition.    The  real  clctucnts  of  change  in  ail  these 
reqieatB  were  net  politioal ;  nor  had  they  begun  to 
make  their  presence  felt  when  the  el  jhteeDtbeeotury 

came  to  its  clope.     Thirty  year-  later  it  w  '«  iv>  l()i)L'«'r 
f?o.    The  (iMiiito  Ilailway  was  built  in  Quiney  in 
182t> ;  (he  tir»t  iMassauhuHetts  railroad  cumpatiy  was 
ineorporatfid  in  1830.   Tbeae  eventa  marked  epodu.  | 
They  from  tup  to  he<ttr>m  altered  that  at  the  Momi,  j 
which  Freiii'li  and  Indian  wars,  ami  war-*  nf  independ-  ' 
ence,  sind  eliurch  and  municipal  divisions  bad  scarcely  | 
utfected  at  all.  j 

The  long  period  from  1640  to  1830  was  therefore  ' 
with  the  MaaBaebusctts  towns  the  primitive  period, — 
that  of  formation.    Though  it  led  directly  to  the 
present,  it  had  little  in  common  with  the  present.  : 
Nevertheless,  during  that  period   five  generations  | 
lived  on  the  soil,  and  were  buried  in  it.  Coneeroing 
them,  there  was,  aa  a  rale,  little  more  to  reoord.    A  | 
siuiple,  laborious,  unairrrressivc  race,  they  were  Imrn 
and  died;  each  following  generation  wan  inueli  tlie 
same  as  the  generation  which  preceded  it.  With 
aimilar  ntenaik,  they  eoHiTated  the  same  lletda.  They 
dwelt  in  hoa'^es  built  on  the  name  model,  and  pre- 
served the  same  domestic  and  .social  customs.  Wealtli 
and  population  increased  slowly.    The  outer  world 
made  itself  little  felt  in  the  remote  village  cummu- 
nity ;  and  the  village  community  in  no  wayinflneneed  ' 
the  enter  world.    Few  elements  of  ehange  existed,  | 
and  accordingly  little  change  took  place.  The  Quincy 
of  1920  was  only  the  Braintroc  of  1(*40,  a  little  more  , 
thickly  peopled  and  a  little  more  pros{>erous.  ' 

The  MMul  and  material  oooditiena  of  the  town 
daring  Ibia  period  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  yean  ; 
will  be  treated  in  another  chapter.  Meanwhile  the 
Tpar  1B30  brooght  the  early  fheolo;?ical  period  to  a 
clo»c.  Up  to  that  time  the  history  of  the  parish  was  : 
praetidnlly  the  history  of  the  town,  and  until  1820 
town  and  pariah  were  Uigafiy  one.  The  history  of 
the  dininh  must,  theiefore*  fint  be  told. 


In  September,  1739,  the  Rev.  John  Baneoek, 

father  of  tlh'  )>airiot  and  then  the  North  Pradnet 

minister,  preaehi-d  two  century  sermonf  in  the  raeet- 
ing-hou!*c  removed  in  1828,  but  which  then  was  new. 
In  one  of  these  sermons  he  said, — "  This  is  the  third 
honae,  in  which  we  are  now  wonhipping,  that  we 
and  our  fatlu  rs  liavebuilt  for  the  pubUo  worship  of 
Gild."  Tliere  is  reason  to  ?nrpo"'e  that  the . second  of 
these  three  houses  was  built  in  the  year  1666,  as  the 
qiuint  old  weather-vaoc  which  siurmountcd  it  is  atOI 
in  exiatenee,  and  bears  that  date.  JOt  the  6rat  Brain- 
tree  meetin-  lioiise — that  in  which  Fiske  and  Flyttt, 
and,  poi^.^'ilil V,  ^\'lle^■lwri;_dlt  preached, —no  record  or 
de.scription  remains.  Built  before  1641,  it  \h  alluded 
to  as  a  landmark  on  the  second  page  of  the  Braintrec 
records.  It  stood  on  a  rising  ground  just  south  of 
the  point  where  the  road  which  connected  Beaton 
with  Plymouth — the  old  colonial  con!«t  road — 
crcsscd  a  bn>uk,  tben  and  sabsequeotiy  called  the 
Town  lliver. 

At  the  time  thia  meetiog^honse  was  built  the 
road  could  haTo  lieen  hardly  more  than  a  wdV-beateu 
trail,  for  it  was  not  formally  kid  out  until  at 
least  seven  years  later,  in  IT, H.  Tlie  brook,  which 
for  some  distance  higher  up  had  forced  its  way 
through  a  weli-nij^  impenetrable  tangle  from  whiob 
the  larger  forest  animals  had  hardly  vanished,  and 
which  yet  swarmed  with  reptile  life,  here  flowed  over 
a  hard  gravel  bottom  between  two  converging  bits  of 
upland.  It  was  a  fording- place, — a  natural  point 
of  eroMing.  For  that  reaaon  the  Bieettng«kouse  wae 
put  there.  It  was  a  point  eonvenient  for  those 
living  on  both  sides  of  the  water-course. 

The  meeting-house  stood  in  the  open,  and  wlieii  the 
"  country  highway"  from  Weymouth  to  l)<irchester 
WBS  fomaNy  ]«d  out,  in  1648,  it  here  diverged, 
passing  the  building  at  l>oth  ila  ends,  for  it  faced 
ea-^t  and  west.  The  diverging  ways  then  shortly 
turned  atid  joined  a^ain.  At  no  irreat  distance  from 
the  front  of  the  met^ting-house,  looking  wcMward,  lay 
the  Ungled  bottom  through  whieh  the  Town  Biver 
aluggishly  erept.  Beyond  this,  and  half  a  mile  or  ao 
away,  rose  the  rough,  heavily-wooded  granite  bills. 
To  the  Ciist  there  stretched  a  broad,  and  comparatively 
level,  upland  plain  in  the  direction  of  lliugham  and 
W^fOUHith.  This  also,  at  no  great  distanoe,  waa 
broken  by  the  underlying  syenite,  which  throat  itaelf 
boldly  up  in  savin-covered  heights.  About  a  third 
of  a  mile  further  up  the  Town  River  stood  the  mill 
of  Richard  Wright,  to  whom  a  monopoly  in  grinding 
oom  had  been  oonoeded;  and  from  thia  mill,  leaving 
the  ehuroh  on  the  left,  there  ran  a  way  to  the  land* 
ini^plaee  on  the  Town  River,  near  the  aea-ahore. 
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Such  in  1640  was  the  centre  of  the  town,  And  these 

were  the  only  thoroughfare:)  iti  U 

In  the  humble  church  edifice,  wliich,  nevertheless, 
was  ''  as  fair  a  meoting-house"  tliat  pf»np!p  could 
provide,  William  Tompsoo,  '•  a  very  holy  umii,  who 
had  been  nu  instrument  of  mneh  good  at  Aeoomenti- 
eus,**  was  formsUj  ordained  as  its  first  regular  minis- 
ter. At  that  time  the  <;athcriDt:  of  a  new  church  was 
a  great  event  in  Massachusells,— another  candle  was 
lighted  in  the  tabernacle.  Nor  waa  it  a  thing  uf  ire- 
queot  oooarreooe.  That  at  Braintree,  it  has  been  no* 
tioed,  was  only  the  fifteenth  since  the  settlement,  and, 
while  three  had  been  pathered  in  }i'>')'}.  oiio  nnly, 
that  at  Concord,  had  been  adfled  fu  the  immluT  in 
lti3t);  another,  that  at  Dedham,  in  1038;  and  none 
at  all  in  1 637.  The  gathering  at  the  Monnt  also  was 
a  qteota)  ooeaabn.  A  tme  eharoh — one  in  which 
none  but  orthodox  doctrines  were  to  be  preached — 
was  to  be  establishfd  in  the  Antinontian  hot-bed. 
The  last  vestiges  of  the  banished  Wheelwright'a  teach- 
ings were  to  be  eradicated.  The  event  was  one  of 
esoeptiona]  inteieat. 

There  is  no  reeord  cither  of  those  who  were  present, 
or  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  scrvieef.  Yet  it 
would  be  not  unsafe  to  »urmi.<ie  that  Winthropand 
Dudley,  the  GoTomor  and  Deputy-QoTemor  of  the 
oolony,  were  both  there ;  for  the  former,  though  with- 
out comment,  made  a  note  of  the  event  in  his  diary. 
Undonbt^'dlv,  Peter  Hobart,  that  "  bold  man  who 
would  ^peak  liis  mind,"  came  over  from  iiinghum ; 
also  from  Ddrche8t<»'  came  Biehard  Mather,  together 
with  his  young  associate,  John  Wilson,  son  oi  the 
pastor  of  Hoston,  and  himself  just  graduated  from 
C:iinl>ii(bf.  The  Rev.  John  Allen  may  have  found 
bin  way  throuijli  the  forest  paths  from  Dedham,  as 
Wilson  and  Cotton  sailed  across  the  bay  from  Boston. 
Barnest,  devout  men,  they  gathered  from  far  and 
near  in  the  primitive  wiM(  rtie^s  meeting-house 
on  th^i^  Pe{>tinii1ier  and  tlu'ii''  extended  the 

right  hand  of  fell«iw.->iiip  to  the  little  ouugregation 
who  now  covenanted  one  with  another '*  to  worship 
the  Lord  in  Spirit  and  Truth,  and  to  walk  in  brotherly 
loTc."  The  chtrnJi  t\u  n  founded  was  destined  to 
centuries  of  continut  d  i  \i>tence. 

The  pastorate  of  VViiliani  Tompson  extended 
tlirough  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  lie  is  represented 
by  the  writers  of  his  own  time  as  having  been  '*  a 
very  powerful  and  successful  preacher,"  and  one 
"  abounding  in  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the  c:o«pf»! 
but  he  was  likswisf  of  a  "  mfhneholy  temper  and 
crazy  body,''  and  his  ministry  at  Bruintrcc  can  be  ac- 
counted BttCMflsfttl  neither  for  himself  nor  his  people. 
He  belonged  to  that  eariiest  geoeratHm  of  New  Sng- 


land  clergymen  who  bad  been  educated  in  the  Sn^iih 

universities  and  .settled  over  English  churches.  A 
graduate  of  Oxford,  Tompson  had  been  the  in- 
cumbent of  a  living  in  Lancashire,  frnni  whence  hi 
had  came  to  New  England,  landing  in  Ko&tou  at 
about  the  time  that  the  Antinomian  Synod  of  1637 
wiiH  -ittihg.  Settled  at  Braintree  in  September,  1&39, 
in  the  following  Maru}!  Henry  Flynt  was  ordained  as 
fwichcr  of  hi*  vhunli,  which  would  seem  to  indii-ate 
that  the  pastor  from  the  very  begianiog  proved  un- 
equal to  the  performance  of  all  bis  duties ;  for  the 
teacher  in  the  eariy  New  England  churches  was 
practically  an  associate  pastor,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
n  pnor  rotmimnify,  such  a>!  Brnintree  then  was.  a»- 
.sumed  without  reason  (he  support  of  two  ministers. 
In  any  event  the  society  seemed  not  unwilling  to 
allow  Mr.  Tompson  to  seek  other  fields  of  naefiilnsK, 
and  in  1642  his  brother  ministers  selected  him  with 
two  ofher«  to  -jo  forth  on  n  f<trani»e  sort  of  missionary 
service  aiuuiig  the  Church  of  England  heathen  of  Vir- 
ginia. A  cry  had  come  up  from  them  for  "  a  supply 
of  faitbfol  ministers  whom,  upon  experience  of  their 
gifts  and  godliness,  they  might  call  to  office  ;"  and  the 
choice  fell  upon  thi  Braintree  pa.stor.  on  the  crTonwl 
that  he  was  one  of  those  who  "  might  most  easily  be 
spared,"  his  church  having  two  ninittere.  He  and 
bis  asBodates  aooordingly  set  out  for  Vttginia,  dniy 
commissioned  by  tho  General  Court  and  Governor  ef 
Massai-Tm^'^'ts. 

Their  journey  was  over  what  is  now  a  familiar 
route,  for  they  went  by  way  uf  Newport  and  New 
York,  or  Aquidneck  and  New  Amsterdsm  as  thme 
places  were  then  called.  To  reach  their  A'irginia 
destination  took  tlaui  nearly  thr*»e  nioiifh<:;  for  at 
first  they  wr  io  \vin<i  lutiuid  in  Norragansett  Bay,  and 
then,  in  pusning  through  HelUGste,  their  boat  WW 
swept  upon  the  rocks  and  so  damaged  that  they 
barely  succeeded  in  reaohiog  the  neighboring  shore. 
Cotton  Ma(h<  r,  in  the  verses  already  quoted  from, 
says  of  Tompson  in  this  emerirency, — 

"  Upon  a  kilfc  of  oraggjr  rooks  ocAr  tlav'«i, 
Hit  Bible  in  kla  hama  thrattlnf,  tRr'd; 

The  Hiblc,  til.'  li.  -t  i.f  cordUt  .-f  his  loart. 


'  Coiiio  8"C"ls  ■  itiii' flames,*  I-'!  \ 'J  lii'.  '  «>''ll  i 


iiM>'r  liar: 


The  shipwrecked  missionaries  received  "slender 
entertainment"  at  the  hands  of  Governor  Wiliism 
I  Kioft,  the  Dutch  commandant  at  New  Amsteidsn, 
j  who  indeed  had  no  fondness  for  New  Englaoders; 
htit  Isaac  Allfiton,  formerly  of  Plymouth  thoiiih 
then  of  New  tiaven,  chanced  to  be  there,  and  exerted 
,  himself  greatly  on  behalf  of  his  countrymen.  Tbrosf^ 
I  his  assUtance  another  pinnace  waa  pmcured,  mm!  is 
*  the  dead  of  winter  the  three  miniaterB  set  sail  fcr 


■ 
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Tiigini*.   They  cneoantend  aradi  foul  weatber,  and 

the  difficalty  snd  danger  through  which  thej  mdied 

their  dcstinafion  caused  thcin  to  entertain  grave 
"queeUoD  whether  their  call  were  of  God  or  not/' 
Onee  io  Vii^nia,  thcj  were  "bestowed  in  scverat 
plae«**  irhcitt  they  **  {band  loving  and  liberil  eoter- 
teiuDeot;**  and  the  obange  to  aootbor  and  le^  ri^ror- 
0U8  climate  seems  to  have  proved  most  bcncficia!  to 
Mr.  TompsoQ,  who  wrote  back  to  his  frieuds  that  he 
was  better  in  health  and  spirits  than  at  any  time 
ainee  be  oame  0T«r  from  England. 

But  Virginia  has  never  proved  a  fruitful  field  for 
New  Entrland  wurkcr?.  ami  the  civil  authorities  there 
now  looked  aiikancc  ;it  this  earnest  attempt  ai  props- 
gaodism.  Aooordingly  thej  soon  put  a  stop  to  the 
public  preaehhig  of  the  new-eomets,  on  the  ground  that 
ihejdid  not  conform  to  the  orders  of  the  Church  of 
Englafid.  Yet.  if  we  can  liclieve  the  rfport  made  on 
their  rtiurn  by  the  luissionarii.'^.  the  people,  "  their 
hearts  being  much  influenced  with  an  earnest  desire 
after  the  gospel/*  eontinned  to  resort  to  them  in  private 
honiea;  seeing  which,  the  rulei>  '  <Ud  in  a  Reuse  drive 
thfti)  out,  having  made  an  order  that  all  such  a»  would 
not  conform  to  the  discipline  of  the  English  Church 
should  depart  the  country  by  such  a  day." 

The  annmer  of  1643  aeeordingly  found  Mr.  Tomp- 

aoh  and  bis  asaooiates  back  with  their  New  England 

flocks  ;  nor  can  their  Virginia  labors  have  been  ne- 

couDted  fruitful,  inasmueh  as  tl»ey«e#mto  have  uiade 

but  a  single  convert.    He,  Daniel  Qookins  by  name, 

ftllowed  hia  tcadiera  back  to  Maaaacbuaetts,  where  at  a 

later  day  he  became  a  man  of  note;  So  that  aa  Cotton 

Mather  tuneAiny  ezpreesed  it, 

"  by  Tonpaoo't  paiai^ 
Cbriit  mhI  N«w  Koglmd  •  dear  Oookioi  gjaHag." 

Dmring  hia  abaenee  a  aerere  bereaTcment  bad  ftltea 
OB  the  unhappy  Braintree  dei^man.   He  bad  left 

bia  wife,  who  is  described  as  "  a  gt)dly  young  woman 
and  a  comforlable  bclp  to  him,"  in  charge  of  u  family 
of  small  children,  with  scanty  means  of  support.  She 
died ;  and  he  returned  to  find  hia  home  broken  up  and 
bia  oApring  scattered,  though  it  ia  aaid  they  were 
**  welt  diapoaed  of  among  his  godly  friends."  >Iarry- 
ing  o^\n  some  years  lat«r,  the  next  glinip>'(  w  h'u  h  if 
obtained  of  Tomp-son  is  through  Governor  Winthrop's 
diary,  and  it  is  singularly  illustrative  of  the  time.  In 
1848  a  synod  met  at  Cambridge  for  the  purpoae  of 
ftaming  a  code  of  church  discipline.  Before  this 
representative  gathering  the  Rev.  J«ihn  Allen,  of 
Dedham.  delivered  a  discourso  which  proved  "  a  very 
godly,  learned,  and  particular  handling  of  near  all  the 
doctrines  and  applications*'  touehlog  the  matter  in 
band. 


i       U  fril  9wt  mhont  the  ini«irt  of  his  MraioB,  thit*  mim  » 

inake  into  the  teat,  whore  luitny  of  the  elders  Kst  behind  the 
)iri»u!ber.  It  came  in  at  the  dour  where  {>eo|>le  .ntood  thick  upon 
the  gtiiirs.  Diver!"  of  the  elders  ."hifted  from  it,  but  Mr.  Tomp- 
!>on,  on«of  ths  «ld«n  of  BniiitrM(«  mas  of  naoh  faitb),  trod 
upon  tha  h«ad  of  if,  and  to  held  it  with  bu  ibot  av^  itoff  with 
a  muall  pair  of  Kniin-.'  until  it  wim  killed.  This  being  to 
remarkable,  nod  nothing  falling  oot  but  bjr  divioe  providenoa, 
it  U  ont  of  iloabt  tb«  Lord  difoov«r«d  soDtwhat  of  bta  misd 

in  Tlir  "iTjii/iit  ii!  the  devil:  tlic  'vn  )■),  the  rc|];  ivriil  at!  vp 
of  tbtt  churchea  of  Cbriat  in  New  England.  The  devil  bad 
formorljr  aad  brtoly  atleoptfd  thoir  dtftwhaneo  aad  dlanlv. 
tinn  ;  hn»  thfir  fniih  In  tho  Mod  «f  woDiftn  evorosmo  him  and 

eruMbiHi  hiis  bead." 

The  mental  and  physical  benefit  which  Tompsoo 
I  derived  ftom  hia  sojoom  in  Virginia  was  bat  tempo* 
raiy,  and  aa  he  advaneed  in  yeara  hia  infirmitiea 
grew  upon  him.  He  seems  to  have  had  a  morbid  tend- 
ency, which  nt  timp*  verged  on  in.nanity.  Cotton 
Mather's  explanation  of  this,  and  of  the  course  of 
treatment  adopted  for  ita  cure,  ie  curioualy  su^eativa. 
There  were  then  no  inaaoe  aayluma. 

"Satan,  who  bad  hoam  aflor  an  •itraorcHnary  masDor  irrf- 

tativl  l.y  till'  i:viiiii;rH(r  l.ihnrs  uT  thin  liijly  ui.iii.  obtained  the 
liberty  to  siift  him;  and  hcnco,  after  tbii<  wortijy  man  bad 

^  N«r«ad  the  Lord  Joant  €brUt  in  tbo  ebarob  of  our  Mew  Bngliah 
!!r:t  =  :.tri  f,  lie  fi'11  into  rVuit  fffih.furn  il'<if..'fi'.  '  nMafk  iiu-lttn- 
cbul}','  which  for  liirers  years  almost  wholly  disabled  him  for 

I  Iho  exoreiM  of  bta  niauliy ;  hot  the  ond  of  this  nolMMboly 
mtm  nut  no  tragical  if  it  auaiclime«  i»  with  tiome,  whom  yet,  be- 
cuuMo  of  their  eatcmplary  live*,  wo  dan^  not  censure  fur  their 
pnxlixiouA  deiiths.  .  .  .  Accordingly,  the  pajtorx  and  the 
fattbfal  of  tbo  eharohea  in  the  neigbborhood  kept '  leiUtiag  of 
tbo  devil' fn  hiaoniol  Hianllt  npon  Mr.  Tumpson,  by  eontinoallj 

I  'dnming  near  to  God.' with  ai  'l'  iit  mi|i|.Ii.:;ii  .m  hi- l.i  Imlf : 
and  by  praying  always,  wiUiout  fainting,  without  ceasing,  tbey 
taw  Iho  dortl  at  loogth  lloo  from  bis,  and  Ood  hlaualf  draw 
near  an(«  him,  with  UBirttomhIa  Joy.  Tho  end  of  that  maa  is 

J  peaoe." 

I  The  meaning  of  this  is  that  Mr.  Tompson  did  not 
i  commit  suicide,  and  towards  the  oh»e  of  hia  life  the 
,  cloud  lifted  from  him.   He  died  on  the  lUth  of  De> 

<  oember,  1066,  having  resigned  hU  pulpit  some  seven 
years  before.  Both  he  and  his  .nceond  wile  wmilil 
seem  to  have  been  lucking  in  the  (juality  of  thrift,  and 
during  the  closing  years  of  bis  life  be  was  wretchedly 
^  poor, — so  poor,  indeed,  that  in  March,  1665,  a  puUio 
:  collection  was  talcen  up  for  hiiu  in  the  Dorchester 
rbtirdi.  which  amounted  to  besides  n(i'«*3  for 

corn,  and  other  thiuL'S,  above  30*."    In  his  own  day 
I  he  had  the  reputation  of  one  "apt  to  forget  himself 
I  in  things  that  concerned  his  own  good,"  because  of  bia 
'  eioeediog  zeal ;  and  it       intimated  that  his  parish- 
ioners made  for  their  minister  '•  «!omewbnf  -Imrt  atlnw- 
anre  "    Yet  this  dfie-*  nut  seem  to  have  been  tlie 
cu.'w;  I'ur,  iu   ItiuT,  an  official  inquiry  showed  that 


*  A  proag,  or  Ibrii ;  obaolotoi 
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Brniotroe,  theo  coDtsiainjr  about  eighty  famili^,  '  mal  ordination  did  not  take  place  until  Marbb  17^ 
allowed  Messrs.  Toropson  and  Flynt  C't't  each,  1610.  it  lias  been  confidently  surmiaed  that  the  po«i- 
"  paid  ordinnrilv  vcarlv.  or  within  the  year,  in  such  ponement  was  in  order  to  afford  the  distincuished 
things  as  themselves  taiie  up  and  acotspt  of  from  the  joung  divine  ample  opportunity  fur  recautalion.  Of 
iDhabitants."  These  Mlaries  were  the  same  that  the  j  it  he  it  last  availed  himMlf.  But  there  ii  no  rettoo 
Old  9onth  oongregation  in  BoatoD  then  paid  its  two  |  toauppose  that  he  imitated  the  diaereditableieal  which 
niintsters.  and  nut  an  inadt-qiiate  support  for  the  Cotton  had  already  shown  in  the  work  of  hunting 
time.  Passihly  payments  wore  in  arr('nr>,  for  in  ItUil ,  down  his  former  associates;  thoujih  it  was  asserted 
during  the  incapacity  of  her  husband,  there  was  a  that  throu-rh  the  exertions  of  it^  new  teacher  Braio- 
heariof;  at  Camhridge  on  qneatioDa  at  iaaae  between   tree  was  "  purged  from  the  aoar  leaven  of  those  atofid 


'  His  iiiv  iit'iiy  tli.  ii.  mih  Joliii'8,  was  took  ; 
A  rougli  coat,  girdle,  with  the  eitcr«d  book." 


Mrs.  Tompaon  and  the  deacons  of  the  Bratntree  opidoaa  that  b^n  to  spread,"  and  if  any  such  re> 
church  ;  nor  wa.«  the  matter  then  di-sposed  of,  for  in  mained  there  they  were  very  covert.  Of  Mr.  Fl  vnr^^ 
16CH  thf  widow  presented  a  pctitinti  to  the  General  latf>r  doefriital  vif^wf  nothinir  i"  known  ;  it  is  hiini  '.v 
Court,  complaining  of  certain  moneys  due  from  the  recorded  of  him  that  in  his  day  he  bore  "  the  charac- 
ehtirdk  to  her  late  husband  wfatoh  were  then  with-  ter  of  a  gentleman  remarkable  for  bis  piety,  leamini;, 
held.  Not  without  reaaoo,  therefore,  Mather  wrote  wisdom,  and  fidelity  in  his  office."  Uolike  Mr. 
of  the  dead  clergjmaO}  when  at  last  he  had  labored  Tompson,  the  Flynti<,  husband  and  wife,  appear  to 
into  reaty*'  have  been  thrifty  people,  and  the  toacher  died  in  com- 

fortable circumstances.  By  his  will  he  left  the  "  great 
lot"  of  (»ghty  aeres  granted  to  him  by  the  town  of 
Boston  in  1 640  to  one  aon,and  his  dwdUog^house,  with 
The  body  of  William  Tomp.son  lies  in  the  old  the  two  lots  it  6tO()d  upon,  to  another  son,  both  be- 
buryinjr-ground  of  Quincy,  and  the  original  stone,  quests  subject  to  a  life-c?faU"  in  their  niothfr.  pro- 
bearing  quaint  witutiss  to  his  learning,  piety,  and  videU  she  remained  unmarried.  Then  lu>  will  cicsed 
force  as  a  divine,  still  marks  the  spot.  He  left  by  !  with  this  quaint  provision :  For  the  pre^wnt,  I  know 
his  two  marriage  numerous  descendants,  both  sons  I  not  what  portion  of  my  estate  to  assigQ  to  my  wife, 
and  dsuiilitt'r-',  hut  there  is  no  trace  of  his  lineajze  in  case  Qod  call  her  to  marriage,  otherwise  than  as 
now  to  be  found  io  the  town  over  which  fint  be  ,  the  law  of  the  country  does  provide  in  that  case, 
ministered.  I  accounting  all  that  I  have  too  little  for  her,  if  I  bad 

Teacher  Henry  Flynt,  who  beoame  pastor  on  the  I  something  elae  to  bMtow  on  my  children.'*  Teaebsr 
resigaation  of  Mr.  Tompeon  in  1659,  survived  the  i  Flynt's  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Maifsery 
latter  only  one  year  in\'l  runr  moUthSi  dying  Ott  the  [  Hosr,  had  evidently  been  a  good  and  useful  help- 


27th  of  April.  1GU8.  Born,  it  is  suppased,  in  Dcr-  meet  to  him  ;  and  indef-*!  it  i«  recorded  on  the  stonf 
byshirc.  Kii^iand,  he  landed  in  New  Kn<:land  in  Oc-  which  marks  the  spot  in  the  old  gntveyard  where 
tober,  1035,  being  then  about  twenty-nine  years  old.  1  ude  by  side  they  are  buried,  that,  like  her  hwaUad, 
Coming  over  at  the  same  time,  if  not  io  the  same  |  descended  iVom  oo  "  ancient  and  good"  fin^ish 
vesawl,  with  Vane,  he  .seems  to  have  been  a  politioal  j  family, she  Was  also  "a  gentlewoman  of  piety,  pm- 
sympathiztT  of  his.  while  thi<>loi:i<':ilI y  was  an  denoe.  and  peouliarlv  accomplishi'd  fur  inFfnirtin? 
ardent  admirer  of  Cotton.  Indeed,  almost  the  only  young  gentlewomen,  many  being  sent  to  her  frum 
fact  recorded  of  bin  by  Mather  in  the  Magnalia"  I  other  towns,  especially  from  Boston.**  Mrs.  Margery 
b  that  having  twin  sons  born  to  him  in  1656,  he  Flynt  died  in  March,  1687,  having  survived  her 
named  them  one  John  and  the  other  Cotton,  in  mem-  husband  nearly  twenty  yeara.  Bnrtng  that  perisd 
ory  of  his  revered  mentor,  who  ha<i  then  been  four  "God  [did  not  a^in]  call  her  to  marriaw  " 
years  dead.  It  ha.s  already  been  mentioned  that  Mr.  Henry  Flynt  left  a  numerous  family,  though  oo 
Flynt  during  the  Antinomiau  controversy  adhered  descendauta  of  his  name  now  live  in  Quinoy.  It 
slanoebly  to  Whedwright  Aooordbgly,  thoagh  his  I  was  a  granddaughter  of  his,  Dorothy,  cbiM  of  tbs 
name  is  appended  as  teacher  to  the  Braintree  i  Rev.  Josiah  Flynt,  of  Dorchester,  who  married 
clmrch  covenant  of  Sept.  10,  K^IO,  and  Wintbrnp  ,Tu«l.;f  EJnuind  Quincy.  of  Braintree.  and  became  tbf 
speaks  of  him  a.s  "a  >;odly  man'  then  ordained,  stock  frum  which  sprang  a  progeny  than  which  noaeio 
it  was  oot  until  the  succeeding  May  that  he  made  Maa«achusetts  has  been  more  distinguished.  Adaugb- 
hts  sobmission  to  the  Oeneral  Ooort,  acknowledg-  ter  of  hers  was  that  Dorothy  Q."  whose  name  htf 
int:  lii-^  sin  in  subacribing  bis  name  to  the  church  been  embalmed  in  the  familiar  verses  written  upoo  her 
of  Boston  memorial  of  March,  1637.    As  his  for- '  porlrsitby  oneof  herdistioguisheddeaoeadaotsiatke 
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HotuMB  family.  From  her  are  dflseeodcd  tb«  Weo- 

dells,  the  Jacksons,  the  Lowells,  and  the  Quinejs ;  and 
it  is  frnm  Josiah  Flynt  tlcit  ilie  last-named  fntnily  de- 
mes  that  given  name  which,  handed  down  from  gen- 
ontioB  to  geoemioD,  is  io  Masaachofletts  almost  coo*  i 
eededtothemasapeevKarpatroDymia  It  wai  another  | 
Dorothy  Quiney  wlio  in  1775  became  the  wife  of 
John  Ilanc'otk     The  original  Dorothy  Fiynt  Quiney 
dwelt  in  the  houjse  which  Col.  Edmund  Quincy  built 
in  Braiotree  in  1685,  and  which  &till  remains  one  of 
the  most  intensating  of  all  our  colooial  stmotarea,  j 
quaintly  typical  ofby^t  tu'  titnos     la  this  house,  still 
loi.kin;^'  towiinls  the  liiiK'k,  i^.  the  room  in  which 
Judge  iSewali  slept  one  rainy  night  in  March,  1712. 
Next  to  it  is  the  room  still  known  as  Tutor  Flynt's 
chamber,  for  it  was  long  ocenpied  by  Dorothy's 
brother  Ilemy,  for  more  than  half  a  century  a  tutor  | 
at  ITarvard  College  and  a  fellow  of  the  corporation 
through  sixty-five  yrars.    To  fhh  Hny,  indoi^il,  ilic 
grandiiOQ  of  the  old  Braiutrue  teacher  is  a  tradiiiuii 
of  the  UniTeisit  J.    A  genuine  prodaot  of  New  Bng-  I 
land  soil,  his  quaint  maoners  and  curt,  dry  sayings  . 
arp  repeat  t'd  -,  nor  are  there  many  descriptions  of  Mas- 
sachusetts life  and  inanncr^iin  the  Inst  cfntiirv  more  hu 
morous  and  graphic  than  Judge  David  Sewali'a  account 
of  his  journey  with  Father  Flynt  fVom  Gambridge  to  j 
Portsmouth  in  June,  1754.'    The  old  man  was  then 
in  his  eightieth  year,  but  he  took  liis  "  nip  of  milk 
punch,"  smoked  his  pipe,  bore  up  wIk n  tunil>l(  il  from 
his  scat  headlong  into  the  road,  and  commented  on 
men,  women,  and  thioga  in  a  way  whidi  showed  that  j 
age  had  neither  dimmed  his  faculties  nor  impaired  j 
hi:}  digestion.    He  lived  until  1760,  and  left  behind 
him  the  reputation  of    a  man  of  sound  learning,  of 
scute  aud  diacrimioating  intellect ;  firm  but  moderate ;  , 
stesdfsst  in  opinion  but  withont  obetinaoy ;  Kaloiis 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  varioos  dnties."  i 
He  lies  buried  in  the  ancient  jiravcyard  close  to  the  | 
buildings  of  the  collcirc  whioh  he  served  so  long. 

After  the  death  of  Teacher  Flyut  the  church  of 
firMotree,  to  nse  the  language  of  a  subsequent  pastor,  | 
"Ibtl  into  uuhspp;  divisions,  one  being  fbr  Fad,  and 
another  for  ApoUos  (-as  is  \oo  ofVen  the  case  in  desti- 
tute churches),  and  were  without  a  settled  ministry 
above  four  years."  No  definite  account  of  the  cause 
ti  strife  in  this  case  has  oome  down.  One  party,  it 
is  apparent,  wss  anstons  to  invite  yoong  Josiah 
Flvnt.  son  of  the  deceased  teacher,  who,  having 
graduated  at  Harvard  a  few  vear«  bffnrp.  wns  now 
a  mintsber  and  a  candidate  for  settlement.  Another 
party  was  strong  in  oppoaitlon  to  this  ehoioe,  bnt  the  | 


*  VtaMcdIsfi  sf  Mm.  Birt.  Soa,  vol.  xvi.  (1878)  pp.  I. 


name  of  the  perwn  favored  by  it  nowhere  appears; 

unless,  indeed,  it  was  the  Ht'V.  Peter  Bulkley,  one 
of  that  family  of  divines  wliicli  furnished  its  fir^it 
minister  to  Concord.  The  contest  was  a  heated 
one,  in  which  "  many  uncomforuble  expressions 
psmed  ahoQt."  In  the  eovrse  of  it  things  occurred 
whicli  led  soini?  to  suspect  that  the  ''sinful  opin- 
ions" of  John  Wheelwright  were  perhaps  not  so 
covert  in  liraiutree  as  had  been  nKserted.  That 
"  sour  leaven"  may  still  have  worked  ;  for  Mr.  Josiah 
Flynt  was  openly  ehsrged  with  ntterlog  "  divers  dsn- 
gerous  heterodoxies,  delivered,  and  that  without  cau- 
tion, in  lii-  jiuhlie  prearhing."  In  view  of  this 
dissension,  more  tlian  one  day  was  set  a[Kirt  by  the 
church  "  to  seek  the  ix>rd  by  fasting  and  prayer," 
snd  at  the  frequent  meetinp  there  was  mnoh  "  un- 
comfort  able  debate,"  and  at  one  of  then  at  leart  "  an 
awful  liiviMon."  A  widespread  scandal  went  abroad 
o%'er  these  [>rncneiHnjrs,  and  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1GC9,  "  God  sent  a  very  solemn,  awakening  message 
to  the  ohnreh"  by  the  month  of  Mr.  Eliot,  possibly 
the  son  of  tlie  Indian  apostle.  But  that  did  not  pre- 
vent the  elinreh  from  meetiiiir  "n  the  2l8t  of  the  fol- 
1nwin>:  January,  and  acknowlcdtrinp  "  several  things 
»canduioUi>  and  ofleusive,  one  to  another.      Finally  it 

was  detwmioed  to  eall  a  eouneQ  of  stater  eharches^ 
and  even  then  a  debate  took  plaoe,  '*  wherein  mnch 

prrrvocntion  to  Cod  !»nd  each  other  did  appear." 

Wearied  as  well  as  disiri'ssed  by  the  aofjry  turmoil, 
Jo&iah  Kiynt  at  about  this  time  received  u  call  from 
the  ehureh  at  Dorehaster,  whieh  he  accepted;  and 
there  he  remained  until  his  premature  death,  in  1680. 
Meanwhile  Braintree  continued  for  nearly  two  years 
Kinger  in  a  "destitute,  dividpfl  <»inte."  At  last 
things  came  to  such  a  pass  that  in  November,  1671, 
the  County  Court  interfered.  Taking  into  oonaider- 
ation  "  the  many  means  that  have  been  used  with  the 
church  of  Braintree,  and  hitherto  nothing  done  to 
effect,  as  to  the  obtainin^r  the  ordinances  of  Christ 
among  them," — taking  this  into  consideration,  the 
court  ordered  and  desired  Mr.  Moses  Fiske  "to  im< 
prove  his  labors  in  preaobing  the  woid  at  Braintree 
until  the  church  there  agree,  and  obtain  supply  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry."  Mr.  Fi^ke  seem«  to  have 
obeyed  this  command  in  the  true  church  militant 
spirit.  For  he  says,  Being  ordered  by  the  Court, 
and  advised  by  the  reverend  Elden  and  other  friends, 
r  went  up  from  the  honored  Mr.  Kdward  Tyug's, 
with  two  of  the  brethren  of  this  (  luireh  s,  nt  to  ae. 
accompany  me,  being  the  Saturday,  to  preach  Gt>ii  8 
word  unto  then.'*  The  next  day,  Deo.  3, 1671 1  he 
took  his  place  in  the  Braintree  pulpit,  and  deliverad 
hia  first  diseourse,  not  faiiing  at  the  dose  of  the  after* 


Digitized  by  Google 


884  HISTORY  OF  ^'OUFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


noon  service  to  apologize  aa  to  hu  cnming.  But  so 
woll  ilii]  he  on  this  nerafiitTn  "  improve  his  laboiv' 
that  the  next  d  iy  •  ahnui  twenty  of  the  brethren 
came  to  vbit  hiru,  manifesting  (ia  the  natUQ  of  (he 
ehnnsh)  their  ready  aeoeptanoe  of  what  the  learoecl 
Court  had  done,  aod  thaDkiog  him  for  hb  oonpliance 
therewith.  "  On  the  24th  of  February,  1672,  Mr. 
Fiske  fpceivcd  a  unanimous  call  from  the  weary 
church,  and  on  the  llth  of  ibe  following  September 
he  was  fonmiUy  ordaioed ;  or,  as  he  himeelf  phfaied 
it,  that  was  "  the  day  of  my  aolemn  eepoiuab  to  thia 
obureh  and  congreifation." 

At  the  time  of  hi*  ordination  Mr.  Fiskc  was  thirty 
years  old  ;  and  his  pastorate  lasted  Uurty-six  years,  until 
his  death,  ia  1708.  It  waa  alao  an  importaot  period 
in  the  hiatory  of  the  town  aod  ehureh,  for  during  tt 
not  only  was  the  second  parish  orpanizod,  but  a  small 
KpisL'opal  society,  one  of  the  earliest  in  New  Enjlarnl,  ' 
was  formed.  Of  the  Rev.  Mtwes  Fuka  himself,  his 
relipoiiB  teneta  or  inteHeotnal  force,  not  omdi  hae  been 
handed  down.  One  only  of  hie  nttmerone  dieoonraea 
is  DOW  known  to  exist, — that  which  he  preached  be- 
fore the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company, 
OQ  Juae  4,  liidi,  the  day  of  their  annual  election. 
Bven  thin  aennon  never  reaehed  the  dignity  of  print, 
but,  in  the  original  handwriting  of  ita  author,  reeta 
undisturbed  in  tlie  arehivea  of  the  Maaaaehuaetta  Hb- 
torical  Society. 

The  maooer  in  which  the  New  England  clergy 
iirtemarried,  etmtinually,  so  to  speak,  brceding-iu,  has 
oftoi  been  remarked  upon.   It  waa  eerteinly  anggea- 
tive.     According  to  all  known  luws  of  generation  I 
and  heredity,  the  result  slioiiKl  Imvo  hoi'ii  of  exei'p- 
tional  interest.     That  it  wa^s  not,  is  probably  due  to  ; 
the  neeaanury  limitationB  of  theological  devdopmcot. 
The  Rev.  Cotton  Mather,  perhaps,  indicated  the 
elimaz.    Mr.  Fiake  was  *  caae  in  poinL   Himself  | 
the  son  of  a  clergyman,  he  inarriod  successively  two 
daughters  of  clergymen  ;  three  of  his  own  daughters — 
Mary,  Anuo,  and  Margaret — married  clergymen  ;  and 
two  of  his  aona  were  clergymen.   By  hia  first  wife,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Symmea,  of  (  MuirU'stown,  Mr.  Fiske  ' 
had  fourteen  chiMron     Through  a  period  of  nine- 
teen years  the  untbrtunate  woman  gave  birth  lu  in-  I 
fanta  on  au  average  of  one  to  each  seveuteeo  months,  i 
end  two  were  bom  at  aeperate  hirtha  within  a  twelve-  i 
month.    Naturally,  several  of  them  died  in  t-arly 
infancy ;  nnd  :it  last  tho  inntlicT  was  hcrsi'lf  relea.sed 
by  death  from  iiu'c-^iint  c'liiicl-iirarinir.     Such  cnMcs  . 
were  not  singular  in  early  New  England,  and  uf  Mrs.  | 
Sarah  Symmea,  tlie  grandmother  of  Mra.  Piske,  it  ia  | 
recorded  that  "her  courage  exceeded  her  stature 
and  she  raiaed  up  ten  ehildran  to  people  this  Amer-  ' 


ican  wtldwneaa."   She  waa  the  mother  of  thirteen. 

Ry  his  two  marriages,  Mr.  Fiske  had  sixteen  chil- 
dren. Yet  his  family  was  small  compared  with  that 
of  Samuel  Baas,  the  seaior  elder  of  bis  church,  who 
died  in  1694,  after  having  eat  in  the  deaeon'e  seat  tea 
more  then  fifty  years,  and  since  the  first  organisation 
of  the  church.  At  hi.s  death  Deacon  Bass  num- 
bered in  hia  living  offspring  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  souls;  while  amuog  his  contemporaries  and  the 
parishioners  of  Mr.  Fiske,  Henry  Neal  was  the  fiither 
of  twenty«one  children,  and  William  Bawaon  had  at 
one  time  twenty  living  sous  and  daughteiSt  the  ftutt 
of  his  loins  hy  a  single  wife. 

The  simplicity  of  life  aud  the  severe  economy 
habitnal  in  those  days  is  ahown  in  the  fact  thai  Mr. 
Fiake  brought  up  hia  fiimily  of  sixteen  childicn, 
sending  three  sons  to  college  and  marrying  off  hi* 
dau.'hter^.  on  a  stipend  which  never  exceeded  ninety 
puundK  a  year,  and  which  was  usually  sixty  or  eighty 
pounds,  payable  in  pert  in  corn  end  wood  at  stated 
valuations.  Even  tbia  small  aelary  seeaM  to  have 
been  a  .-uuicc  nf  contention,  and  in  1690  it  waa 
grudgingly  [laid  upon  the  pastor's  receipt  in  full 
"  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day."  Yet 
the  pariah  had  then  increased  greatly  both  in  anb* 
stance  and  popniation.  The  original  meeting-hoose 
had  long  before  given  place  to  a  new  and  larger  one, 
luiilt  of  stone  and  fiirni-^licd  witli  a  hell ;  and  in  1»>94 
the  town  made  provLniuns  for  sweeping  out  the  church 
aod  ringing  tlie  bell,  appropriating  twenty-five  shit- 
lings  to  pey  therefor,  the  bdl,  which  weighed  about 
two  hundred  pounds,  being  uncovered  upon  the  roof 
until  1714,  when  a  turret  waf  huilt  to  shelter  it. 
Until  about  the  year  1700  there  were  no  pews  in  the 
meeting  house,  the  congregation  Mttiag  on  benches, 
the  men  on  one  aide  and  the  women  on  the  other. 
This  thoroughly  democraiic  system  continued  in  use 
until  ahiiut  the  year  1H90,  when,  from  habit  or 
other  cause,  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  in  particular 
pensons  to  certain  seats  had  become  recognized.  Ao' 
cordingly,  in  1694  the  town  authorised  the  seleotaen 
to  "  scat  the  meeting-house."  The  task,  involvil^ 
as  it  did  all  sorts  of  questii.ns  of  preference,  must 
needs  have  been  an  ungrateful  one,  and  nothing  seems 
then  to  have  been  done ;  but  in  March,  1698,  a  special 
committee  of  five,  including  the  two  deseons,  was 
ap[>nin(e<l  to  attend  to  the  business.  "They  did  the 
work,"  though,  as  would  naturally  be  supposed,  ''  rnt 
to  general  satisfaction.  The  fir.st  Sabliatli  in  April 
people  took  their  places,  u^i  many  as  saw  good  so  to 
do."  Then  came  by  degrees  the  division  of  tfcs 
church  into  pews,  eaeh  peiiy  who  obtained  a  permit 
fencing  off  at  his  own  cost  the  seats  aaaigned  to  bis. 
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AAer  the  jear  1700  the  pew  permits  seem  to  have 
boeo  giMted  in  eomuot  raeeenioD. 
The  ptrisb  then  nnubeied  mbontone  hnndred  and 

fortj  families,  rpprescntinjr  an  entire  population  of 
not  far  frum  ei^ht  hundred  soub ;  but  thost-  com- 
posing this  population  ao  longer  dwelt  together  in  the 
neifliborbood  of  Meant  WoUasten  tnd  tboni  the 
atone  meetiog-houe.  They  were  scatteied  OTer  • 
widp  extent  nf  territory  from  the  Dorchester  line  to 
the  present  town  of  Kanflolph.  This  fact  led  to 
those  bitter  contentions  in  the  church  which,  recalling 
the  evil  days  preoeding  Mr.  Fi»ke*e  pnatovnte,  sad- 
dened ita  cloab^  years  In  point  of  fact,  town  and 
pari?1i  were  past^inir  through  a  natural  ?tnjr(^  of 
growth.  That  was  being  enacted  on  a  fimall  stau'e  iti 
Hraintree  which,  when  enacted  on  the  larger  stage  of 
Mtlonalitj,  forms  the  most  iDteiestiagpartof  history. 
A  proeeas  of  differentiation  was  going  on,  and,  be- 
fore it  was  complete,  it  called  forth  a  great  deal  of 

human  nature. 

The  struggle  seems  first  to  bare  assumed  defi- 
nite shape  about  the  year  1695.  The  old  neetiog- 
house  was  then  proDounced  inadeqnate  to  the  grow- 
ing needs  of  the  parish.  It  was  small,  inconveniently 
situated,  and  utit  of  repair.  Those  (Iwclling  in  the 
south  part  (jf  tiiu  luwn  complained  that  it  was  "  very 
iricsome,  especially  in  winter,  to  come  eo  &r  as  moat 
of  them  came  to  meeting,  and  through  snob  bad  ways, 
whereby  the  Lord's  day,  which  h  a  day  of  reft,  was  to 
them  a  day  <>i  labor  rather.  '  Ace<irdinf;ly,  the  first 
proposition  was  that  a  new  and  larger  church  edifice, 
anfidebt  for  the  whole  town,  should  he  built  at  a 
more  central  point.  This  did  not  meet  the  views  of 
old  Col.  Edmund  Quiucy  and  others,  who  lived  in  the 
northern  limits;  con-wiiuently  they  went  to  work  to 
prevent  aoythtog  being  done  at  ult,  and  at  a  private 
meeting  held  at  Col-  Quiucy 's  they  "  did  agree  among 
tbcnselves  to  shingle  the  old  bouse,  pretending  to  be 
at  the  whole  charge  themselves."  But,  none  the  less, 
"  *evfral  j.ouiiils  were  afterwards  gathered  by  a  rate 
upon  the  whole  town." 

The  pn^ect  of  a  new  and  eommon  neeting^honse 
having  been  deleated  by  means  such  aa  this,  the  organ- 
tation  of  a  .'^eparnto  church  was  next  l^tatod.  This 
wa*  opposetl.  for  the  rea.snn  that  .such  a  seee^sion  from 
the  pariah  would  throw  the  burden  of  the  minister's 
mlsiy  on  a  emller  number.  Aeoordingly,  in  1 704-5 
psrty  Ming  nn  high.  Two  ehuroh  meetings  were 
held  in  January,  whereat  there  was  "  much  debate 
and  some  misapprehension  about  church  discipline," 
by  reuoo  whereof  there  was  "  much  sinful  discourse" 
hi  the  town.  Nine  of  the  church  withdrew  from 
the  Loid'e  table,"  and  one  of  Ftown  FUlce'i  adhe. 


rents  pathetically  remarked,  as  he  noted  down  th^ 
events, "  the  disorders  among  us  call  for  tears  and 

lamentations  nther  than  tn  be  reinetnbered." 

Getting  no  satisfaction,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being 
"  6«|uib'd  and  floured  by  several  of  the  other  end  of 
the  town,"  those  of  the  south  part  in  the  winter  of 
1705  began  to  talk  "  very  hotly  of  building  a  meotingo 
huusc  by  themselves;**  and  on  the  2d  of  May,  1706, 
the  frame  of  the  new  edifire  was  raised.  In  the 
autumn  of  tliat  year  it  wan  .so  far  finished  that  they 
might  comfortably  meet  therein.  The  matter  had 
been  hitherto  earried  on  in  a  way  of  great  conten- 
tion and  disorder  but  a  final  difficulty,  and  tiie  most 
serious  of  all,  now  presented  itself.  The  people  of 
the  <outh  had  organized  themselves  into  a  new  church, 
but  the  people  of  the  north  wholly  declined  to  release 
them  from  their  ahare  of  the  burden  of  supporting  the 
minister  of  the  old  church.  An  angry  towo  meetiog 
was  held  to  consider  this  matter  on  Nov.  25,  ITOfi,  and 
the  seeeders  certainly  made  what  seems  now  a  fair  and 
even  a  liberal  proposition.  They  otfered  lo  maintain 
their  own  ehuroh,  and  aho  to  pny  £20  of  Mr.  FUce*a 
salary.  Bven  this  was  not  mtisfaetory,  and  the  town 
insisted  that  their  "  south  end  neighbors  and  brethren 
should  not  be  released  frotn  hearing  their  usual  part  of 
the  charge  for  the  support  of  the  Hev.  Moses  Fiske, 
which  they  were  forward  in  the  day  of  it  to  vote  for 
and  agree  to." 

The  matter  was  then  carried  before  the  General 
Tourt ;  but  there  no  immediate  a<-ti<in  was  taken, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1707  the  contention  and  disorder 
were  greater  than  ever.  A  council  of  churches  was 
suggested,  and  agreed  to  on  the  27th  of  April.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  7th  of  May  delegates  from  nine 
neighboring  parishes  met  in  the  Braintree  meettn'.i- 
house  and  heard  the  aggrieved  brethren.  Those 
compo.<)ing  this  ooundl  do  not  seem  to  have  snoceeded 
in  pouring  oil  on  the  troubled  waters ;  and,  on  the 
lUth  of  the  following  September,  the  Kev.  Hugh 
Adutus  was  formally  ordained  as  fir>t  pastor  of  the 
South  Church,  which  Ibnhwiib  petitioned  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  be  regularly  set  off  as  a  distioet  t»rseinet. 
This  prayer  was  dated  in  tlie  true  theological  spirit  of 
the  thnei'— ^  From  i  Xuphtali,  if  your  honors  please 
go  to  name  our  neighborhood,  or"  Jsoutli  Braintree  ;" 
the  signiticunce  ot  which  grim  Puritan  )cs^t  is  tbund 
in  Genesis  (zxx.  8) : — And  Badid  ssid.  With  great 
wrestlings  have  I  wrestled  with  my  nster,  and  I  have 
pr-  vaiU  d  ;  and  she  called  his  name  Naphtali."  Nev- 
ertheless, the  dwellers  in  the  sontli  did  not  prevail 
on  this  occasion,  fur  tive  days  later,  afUr  an  oral 
hearing,  the  General  Court  voted  that,  during  the 
ezereise  of  his  ministry  by  Mr.  Fiske,    Che  whole 
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town"  WIS  obliged  to  nue  anmiilljr  whatever  vm  \  whom  the  North  Predoet  •uhMquently  took  it» 

was  voted  for  his  support.  Meanwhile,  steps  were  to  name  as  a  town.  A  youth  of  eighteen,  Jobn  Qunef 
be  taken  towards  forming  a  second  precinct,  the  in-  i^duatcd  at  Harvard  Collcfrc  durinj^  the  summer  in 
habitants  of  which,  during  Mr.  Fiske's  ministrj,  were  <  which  his  mother's  death  took  place.  Parson  Fiiike 
"  to  take  oare  bj  sohecriptioo  to  raise  a  matotei»anoe  did  not  long  rarvite  bis  wife.  At  the  titne  of  bcr 
for  the  minister  there.*'  |  death  he  aeems  to  have  been  in  feeble  health,  and  a 

It  u,  of  ooarse,  obvioos  now  thai  the  separation  few  days  1:iCt  r  lie  was  ntrickcn  with  "  a  sore  malignant 
projMiscid  was  a  mere  qucefifni  of  time,  ronsiderinj:  fever,  and  on  the  10th  day,  bcinsr  Tn«'srlriv,  ;»b  >ut  one 
how  universal  and  even  obligatory  church  alleudance  i  of  the  o'clock,  P..M.,  he  died,  willingly,  patiently, 
then  was,  the  eaitte  for  present  wonder  is  that  throngh  |  blessed  Ood,  and  forgave  all  his  eaemit*.  ...  He 
more  than  nxtj  years  the  people  of  so  laige  a  terri-  '  was,  with  suitable  solemnity  and  great  lamentations 
tory  were  content  to  travd,  summer  and  winter,  such  |  interred  at  Braintrco  in  his  own  tomb  the  12th  day." 
distHTiofs  over  iheir  primitive  rond'^  fn  rc  K-h  tlie  com-  OP  him  an  humble  but  <lf«vnnt  pari^hionor  wrote  t?ial 
mon  meeuiip:-house.  It  is  doubtful  whether  even  the  he  was  "a  diligeut,  ntiihful  laborer  in  tiie  harvest  of 
intense  rcligiomi  sense  of  their  lime,  backed  though  f  Jesoa  Christ;  studious  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  haviog 
it  was  by  both  spirit  and  letter  of  law,  would  hare  |  an  extraordinary  gift  in  prayer  above  many  good 
induced  them  to  do  so.  But  they  came  to  gratify  a  men,  and  in  preaching  equal  to  the  mt»st.  inferior  to 
social,  ;is  Wi  ll  as  a  spiritual  rraviri'j-.  Outside  of  a  few  ;  zofilini>ly 'niiL^f  iit  for  (iod  :itjd  the  i:ootl  of  im  n. — 
hard,  secluded,  week-day  life  the  Sabbath  and  the  one  who  thought  no  labur,  co.st,  or  Buffering  too  dear  a 
meeting-house  were  alt  they  bad.  In  their  widely-  a  price  for  the  good  of  hit>  pc-opie." 
iqMmted  houses  there  were  no  newqwpers,  fewer  j  His  death  was  timely  in  one  veapeet.  It  settled 
books,  aiMl  fewer  Htill  strange  faoos;  and  80  they  I  once  for  all  the  vexed  question  of  parish  division, 
ea^orlv  wont  fn  clnucli,  tint  initnlinr^  wither  or  dis-  On  llio  3d  of  November  fii1I'/\vin'_'  n  town  nnd  p^rish- 
tanee,  because  there  they  met  friends  and  relatives,  meeting  was  held,  at  which  il  was  voted  that  thence- 
while  between  the  services  they  heard  the  parish  forth  "  there  should  be  two  distinct  preciucts  or  so- 
news.  Perhaps,  too,  whispers  mi^ht  reach  them  there  dettes  in  this  town,  for  the  more  regular  and  eon- 
of  events  in  that  great  outside  World  from  which  they  venieut  upholding  of  the  worship  of  God."  The  ill 
in  their  homes  were  as  much  excluded  as  though  they  ]  feeling  which  had  existed  between  the  sectituis  grad- 
lived  encircled  by  a  Chinese  wall.  ually  passed  away.    Vft,      late  as  1710,  the  gooJ 

The  separation  of  old  Braiutrcc  into  i^everal  church  offices  of  neighboring  ministers  seem  to  have  been 
preeioela  also  foreshadowed  a  further  politioat  sepa-  I  called  for,  and  on  the  19th  of  February  their  **  advice 
mtioti  not  Um  desirable.  But  the  slow  course  of  for  reconciliation"  was  resd  from  the  pulpit.  \» 
growth  and  sequence  of  events  in  th;ir  period  of  usial  in  the  Massachusetts  of  that  time,  a  special 
New  Eo^'larul  life  is  strikinjily  shown  by  the  fuct  that  t'a-t  wa«;  thfroupon  ordered  "  on  aecimnt  of  the  late 
sixty  years  ui  development  preceded  the  separation  of  di.'^turbances ,"  aud  then  at  last,  un  March  lUtb.  the 
the  parishes,  and  nearly  ninety  years  mors  had  passed  j  Sabbath,  the  rscondliation  was  msda  oomplete  by  the 
away  before  the  original  town  was  divided.  And  it  ,  clergymen  of  the  two  precincts  esehanging  pulpits, 
is  a  curious  fact,  us  will  presently  be  seen,  that,  while  and  preaching  each  to  the  otli.  r'.s  con::rc_Mfinn. 
the  North  Precinct  in  1706  offered  such  rp!«i«fnnre  as  The  pulpit  of  the  First  Pict  inct  was  ihvn  fill.-J  by 
it  could  to  the  earlier  dismemberment,  in  179:i  it  was    Rev.  Joseph  Marsh.    His  pst-siorate  and  that  of  the 


the  same  North  Prednet  which  demanded  to  be  set 
off,  and  whieb,  though  itadf  the  original  town,  left 


Rev.  John  Hanoook  covered,  re^ipcctivcly,  sixteen  and 
eighteen  yean,  and  the  two  carried  the  histtwy  of  the 


name  and  records  with  its  younger  sister,  so  it  might  church  into  its  second  century.  It  was  an  tincvcntful 
be  at  liberty  tn  order  it-s  affairs  in  its  own  way.  i  period  the  world  over  ;  fhstf  of  the  two  first  (ie<>r::fs 


Though  fulled  in  its  efforts  for  independence  before 
the  General  Court  of  1707,  the  South  Precinct  had 
not  long  to  wait.   The  court  had  held  it  liable  for  ila 

share  of  the  support  of  tlie  pastor  of  the  old  church 


and  Louis  XV.  The  Massachusetts  colony  had 
now  struggled  through  the  more  interesting  early 
period,  and  was  anoonsdoosly  preparing  itself  for  the 
career  which  a  century  later  was  to  open  lK>fon>  it. 


during  the  minitstry  of  Mr.  Fiskc  only.  Mr.  Kiske's  '  Meanwlnlo  the  royal  rtovcrnors — Shute  and  Dummer, 
aecond  wife,  Anna,  died  on  the  24th  of  July,  follow-  Belcher  and  Burnet — ruled  a  oommuoity  numbering 
iog  this  decision.  The  widow  of  Daniel  Quiocy,  a  \  about  an  hundred  thousand  soub,  and  squabbled  in* 
peculiar  interest  attaches  to  Mrs.  Fiske  sa  the  mother  ■  ocssantly  over  petty  questions  with  intractable  Oeoend 
of  that  John  Quincy,  of  Mount  Wollaston,  from  '  Courts.   Looally,  it  was  the  period  in  whieb  Joi4gs 
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Kdmund  Quiucy  and  Col.  Joho  Qaiocj  flourished  in 
Braiotree,  and  largely  direet«d  the  oouneof  tbe  town*! 
•ffiin;  wbile  of  nMa  dettiaed  to  >  lator  prominenoe, 

John  Adams  and  John  Hancock  were  born,  the 
r„nm-T  at  the  f-iot  of  Penn'a  Hill,  on  Oct.  19,  1735, 
uod  the  tatter  on  the  I2th  of  January,  1737,  in  a 
houM  wbtoh  stood  on  tbe  lot  wbiob^  now  tbe  ute  of 
•n  academy,  atill  bean  bia  name.  Tbe  booae  b  yet 
standing — an  almoet  perfect  specimen  of  the  colonial 
dwcllini: — in  which  lived  the  Rov.  Mdsos  Finite,  after 
whose  death  it  was  bought  by  the  Ki-v.  J(>:M;ph  Marsh, 
bis  son-iu-law  ;  and  in  that  house  duriti^  tbe  pastorate 
of  John  Haoeodc,  John  Adama  and  Joeiah  Quiney, 
Jr  .  vTiiit  to  school  to  thi^  .Hull  of  Mr.  Marsh. 

The  Kev.  Jos<';i)i  Mursli  himself  was  ordained  as 
pastor  of  the  First  Precinct  on  May  18,  1709.  A 
graduate  of  the  college  in  the  class  of  1705,  during; 
the  winter  of  1708-9  he  was  preeehiag,  by  request  of 
the  General  Court,  at  Tiverton,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  place  bad  failed  to  "comply  with  the  law  and 
provide  themselves  with  a  minister."  He  first 
ministered  in  Braiotree  on  Sunday,  Oct.  31,  1708, 
km  than  three  montha  after  Hr.  Fiake'a  death,  and 
seems  at  oDOe  tO  have  impressed  himaelf  on  the  peo- 
ple there  as  "  n  pf*rsnn  of  >in}?ular  accompli'-hinenis, 
b"fh  nntural  ami  acr|uiri  (i  "  Accordingly,  in  Novem- 
ber they  gave  him  u  call,  utid  uu  the  lUtb  of  Deceu- 
ber,  after  exteoaive  prcparationa  had  been  made  to 
properly  receiTe  him  al  his  predecessor's  house,  "  he 
came  at  ni>;ht  attended  with  the  nioi^t  of  the  inhabit- 
ant!* of  this  precinct."'  His  j<nl;iry  wns  fixed  at  sev- 
euly  pounds  a  year,  and  unu  hundred  pounds 
additional  «a8  voted  to  him  on  bia  settlement,  "  and 
that  to  be  paid  for  said  settlement."  Then  on  the  4th 
of  May  a  .special  fast  was  kept  "in  order  tu  onliiia- 
tion,"  which  took  plnvc  two  week'*  later.  On  the 
30th  of  the  following  June  the  young  pastor  married 
the  daaghter  of  his  predecessor,  and  in  April,  1710, 
he  bought  the  Fiskc  homestead,  where  he  lived  until 
hU  .b  ath,  in  Maivfa,  17:i6w   He  was  then  in  bis  forty- 

tir.^t  \rar. 

Agam  the  puipit  was  but  a  short  time  vacant,  fur, 
OH  Jane  29th,  John  Uanooek,  tbe  son  of  n  father  of 
the  same  name,  was  called  to  fill  it.    John  Hancock, 

the  father,  was  minister  at  Lexington,  and  so  high 
was  lii.><  pmn-Hsional  btandin<;  and  «o  ereat  his  in- 
fluence liiut  he  was  commonly  known  as  "  Bi^^hop ' 
Haaeoek.  The  eon  may  have  enjoyed  a  certain  ad> 
VHDtage  from  the  father's  fane,  for  when  called  to 
Braintree  in  1726  he  was  but  twenty-four,  though  he 
had  graduated  in  1719.  Thrt  nn\nry  voted  to  him 
(.one  hundred  and  ten  pounds^  was  larger  tbau  bad 
tma  ipna  to  any  of  his  predeoesbors,  and  he  re* 


ceived  a  further  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  upon  his 
aettletnent.  Bnt  tbe  vote  giving  these  larger  snma 
was  expressed  in  ominous  words,  for  it  tan  that  tbe 
sums  were  payable  "  in  good  and  lawful  mils  of  public 
credit  on  this  Province  "  The  colony  wa-s  embarked 
oo  that  troubled  sea  of  depreciated  paper  money 
whieb  waa  destined  to  long  outlast  tbe  Hanoock 
pastorate. 

The  ordination  of  Mr.  Hancock  took  plaoe  on  the 

2d  of  Nnvtniber,  172G,  and  was  a  irreat  occa?>ion, 
for  the  pastors  of  soven  sister  churches  took  part  iu 
it,  while  the  elder  Hancock  preached  the  sermon. 
The  oeremoniea  were  hdd  in  the  old  stone  meeting- 
house of  1666.  It  must  even  then  have  been  in 
poor  repair,  for  durin::  the  winter  of  1730  "  eurt- 
loads  of  snow"  were  blown  into  it,  and  had  to  be 
shoveled  out.  As  nsual,  it  was  not  difficult  to  get 
(he  parish  to  vote  the  building  of  a  new  meeting- 
house; the  trouble  came  in  the  cliuice  of  location. 
Two  meetings  barely  sufficed  for  the  <Ji.-eu^.,-Inn  nf  the 
question.  The  site  first  proposed  wa.M  •  at  Col. 
Quincy's  gate." '  This  was  rejected.  The  i-ito  of 
the  old  stone  church  was  next  proposed,  and  rejected. 
Finally  it  was  dedded  by  a  majority  vote  that  (be 
new  L'JiGcc  sbnuld  be  "  at  tbf»  ten  milestone,  nr 
near  unt<i  it  ;"  and  at  tliu  m-.xt  tiicctini:  an  exact 
site  was  tixed  "  on  the  training-field,  a  lew  hundred 
yards  south  of  the  tenth  milestone  from  Boston. 
The  new  bouse,  lar^c  ami  coniiuodtous  for  the  tinO} 
was  in  pmint  of  fact  a  balii,  (ililon^;  wninlcn  s-fructurej 
of  the  kind  common  to  all  New  EriglaiKi  lowriM.  It 
was  entered  by  doors  at  tbe  two  sides,  and  in  front  of 
it  stood  a  tower,  surmonnted  by  an  open  cupola  in 
wbii  b  liiin;.'  the  beU,  now  increased  in  weight  to  two 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds.  Thi.'^  edifice  was  dedi- 
cated en  the  Rth  of  October,  17'52.  "in  pcaccablo 
times;  but  the  old  slone  house,  though  then  aban- 
doned, stood  for  sixteen  years  more,  until  in  Febni- 
ary,  1748,  it  was  sold  at  auction  and  removed.  It 
brought  £100  in  money  of  the  old  tenor.  Mesn- 
while,  nine  years  before,  on  Sept.  16,  1739, 
"  being  Lord's  day,  the  First  Church  of  Braintree, 
both  males  and  females,  aolemnly  renewed  the  cots* 
nant  of  their  fathers,  immediately  before  the  partid- 
paiion  of  the  Lord'a  supper."   A  oentnry  of  chnreb 

life  was  complete. 

On  this  oocasiou,  in  his  discourse  which  is  sUU 
extant,  the  paator  deseribed  himself  as  having  been 
with  his  people  almost  thirteen  yean  "  in  weakneas, 


'  TbejiDint  where  the  Old  CoUmy  railrond  now  pajscs  under 
Ad»us  Stmt,  iMtwflen  tbe  old  Quiney  aad  tbe  old  Adama 
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and  ID  fear,  and  in  mneh  trembliog."    II«  eontinucd 

witli  theai  years  more.  Tbeee  were  the  years 
of  "  tlio  <rrcft  awakoiuDL'."  JuriiiL'  wliich  WhitcBeld, 
Teiineut,  and  Davenport  itcld  forth  coniinuuliy  to 
excited  audiences,  and  New  England  was  lathed  into 
saeh  a  0tale  of  religious  freoiy  as  was  ne^er  known 
on  the  cnntiix-nl  before  or  hinte.  It  is  sojircely 
probable  that  Braintrcf  wbtJIv  ('.Tiififd  tin-  <iiiit:iL'inn 
of  the  craze ;  but  wht  n,  sliordy  ;i Iter  reason  liad  r.  . 
sumcd  its  way,  iiuueuck  died,  the  brotlicr  clerg^inun 
who  preaobed  bis  fbnerai  discourse  spolce  of  bin 
"as  a  wise  and  sltillful  pilot,"  who  had  steered  "a 
TV^ht  and  «nfp  oonrsr  iii  tliclate  troubled  sea  of  eccle- 
siastical aniiirs so  thai  his  people  had  •*  i»~eapcd 
the  errors  and  enthtisiasiu  which  »ouie,  uud  ilie  iuii- 
delity  and  iadilTereney  in  matters  of  religion  which 
olben  bad  fallen  into."  These  words  were  in  theio- 
selves  no  poor  tribute  to  the  preacher  cut  oflf  '  in  the 
midst  of  his  days  and  ^Towiuj:;  serviceablene>is.'' 

It  was  in  1728,  the  third  year  of  the  Hancock  pas- 
torate, that  the  int  Episcopal  church  edifice  in 
Braiotree  was  finished,  and  on  Easter  Monday  of  that 
year  services  were  performed  in  it.  Dr.  Ebenexer 
Miller  r»  Harvard  sraduntf  of  }~'2'2.  wa«  its  rector, 
and  for  u  century  and  a  halJ  thereatter  descendants  of 
bis  name  eontinued  to  lire  in  the  town.  Though  it 
bad  no  cbureh  of  its  own  until  1728,  this  sodety  bad 
long  been  forming.  Indeed,  as  cnrly  even  as  1689  a 
little  company  of  church- people  hold  sprviees  in 
Quiucy,  and  in  one  hoiuse,  at  least,  prayers  of  tho 
Church  of  Sngland  were  dailj  read.  In  1701  tbe 
Society  for  the  Fropagrtion  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts  was  formed  in  London,  and,  for  some  reason 
now  unknown,  Braintree  wns  mrly  selected  as  a 
promising  tield  in  which  to  labor.  In  1702  one 
sealous  iu  tbe  caose  wrote  to  a  leading  church  digoi- 
tory :  '*  Braintrey  should  be  induded ;  it  is  in  the 
heart  of  New  England,  and  a  learned  and  sober  man 
would  do  iireat  good  ;iiid  eiii'ourn;^"^  tlic  ntlv  r  tftwn* 
desire  the  lik<>,  Tf  the  churth  l;iu  be  settled  in  New 
Eui;land,  it  pulla  up  schisms  in  America  by  theroots, 
that  being  the  fountain  that  supplies  with  infeetbus 
StresmS  the  rest  of  America.'"  Accordingly,  "  an 
anriTial  pncoTimirciiiont  n(  fifty  pounds  and  a  gratuity  of 
twenty-tivu  pounds  tor  preiieut  uo^asioms"  msm  granted 
by  the  Miuicty  to  Mr.  William  Barday, "  the  minister 
of  the  Church  of  Enghind  at  Braintree  in  New  Eng- 
land." At  the  same  time  a  cdieclion  of  books  to 
form  the  basis  of  a  cliuc  lil  iary  was  sent  out,  the 
twenty  volumes  or  so  ot  winch,  bearing  the  ijuaint 
seal  of  the  motber-sodety,  are  still  on  the  shelves  of 
the  Quiney  teetory.  Thus,  in  1704,  Christ's  Cbureh 
iu  Braintree  was  fully  organiaed,  sereial  of  the 


found  earliest  in  tbe  town  reowds,  sneh  as 
Saunden,  and  Baas,  being  tboee  of  its  warden!  and 

vestrymen. 

The  movement  did  not  pass  uuouticed.  Tl.o 
time  was  gone  by  when  it  could  be  fiuppressed  with  a 
high  band,  for  not  only  bad  the  rigor  of  tbe  primitSTe 
church  discipline  relaxed,  but  under  the  royal  Gover* 
nors  the  E[il?'(  (i|<alian  ritual  had  for  years  been  familiar 
in  Boston  ;  lhoiit:)i  un  tlir*  25th  of  DecptnhtT  thn?p  of 
the  antique  faith  still  took  occasion  to  "  dcliurt  their 
families  from  Christmas  keeping  and  ebarge  them  to 
forbear."  Acoordingly,  in  Braintree,  when  it  came  to 
a  ijueslion  of  increasing  the  ministerV  salary  to  nirii  ty 
ptnind?,  (^ol.  Edmund  Quincy  pressed  hard  the  ai^u- 
lueut  that  the  cburchmeo  were  now  "scheming  to 


get  a  fool  iu  the  towu,"  but  that  they 
thdr  proportion,"  and  now  was  tbe  time  to  suppt 

them. 

By  1704  Mr.  Bnrcliy  had  rrtnrned  to  Endand, 
and  for  several  years  thereafter  only  a  skeleton  organ- 
isation of  tbe  ohureb  was  mainlined.  In  1713  the 
case  waa  pronounced  desperate  by  tbe  Bev.  Thomas 
Kager,  who  had  apparently  been  sent  out  to  look  over 
the  fiold,  and  whn  mentioned,  as  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  any  growth  oi  the  church,  that  its  members  were 
taxed  for  tbe  support  of  the  regular  preeinei  muister, 
and  that  they  bad  no  place  of  worship  of  their  own. 
Tbey  iimed  censure  as  conventiclers  if  (hey  assembled 
for  worship  in  a  private  house.  Yet  he  cliunK-d  to 
have  at  times  as  many  as  thirty  attendants  at  services, 
with  twelve  regular  communicants.  Mr.  Bagtr 
seems  to  have  remained  in  Braintree  nearly  two 
yeara,  and  the  aceount  be  gave  of  tbe  dwdlen  them 
was  not  a  flatti  rinir  one  *'The  people  nre  very  <rr«nit 
strangers  to  truth,"  he  wrote,  "and  1  do  really  believe 
that  I  have  nut  passed  one  day  atnee  my  arrival  with- 
out one  false  report  or  other  bdng  raised  upon  bm." 
Ho  declared  that  the  whole  province  had  been  much 
disturbed  on  account  of  his  romin'r.  and  people  "  hate 
not  failed  to  affront  and  abuse  roc  wherever  they  meet 
me.  Atheist  and  papist  are  the  best  language  I  can 
get  from  them."  On  the  other  band,  Ooremor  Dnd> 
ley  gave  the  society  a  no  less  "  sorrowful  account"  of 
Mr.  l^a-i  I.  writing  to  it  fhnt  "the  church  is  greritly 
hurt  by  him.  During  tho  few  months  of  his  suj 
hero  he  was  frequently  in  quarreb  and  fighting  and 
sending  cbdleoges  for  duds,  thai  at  lei^;th  tbe  an< 
thorities  at  Brsttdry  was  quite  sdiamed  and  dis- 

COUra;icd." 

Bui  there  was  ground  lor  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
Eager  as  to  the  taxing  of  his  people  for  tbe  support 
of  the  prednet  mioisteiB.  The  matter  had  sM|f 
been  befim  tbe  Governor  and  Coiiiidl  ob  the  eom* 
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pldnt  of  William  Veaue,  tbe  fihnrohwaiden,  who,  in 
169G,  had  been  fined  "  for  plowiDg  OD  th«  dij  of 
Tluuikigiviog." 

".Iiinc  2  Hrin\  Mr.  Vti-y,  of  Braiiitrjr,  and  ■■■Mi^t.iW* 
Okcu  j»ru  liearJ  ;  iii«jul  hi..  lUslfiiiniiig  for  n  rnte  of  iwi  ut^  siix 
9iiillio|{s  tofiarJ  Mr.  Mar«hr»  Salary,  whun  the  Governor  nnd 
CiHincil  b»4  ordered  biin  to  furbvitr  till  tbe  GenemI  Coarb 
which  order  wm  sent  hy  Vciiy  hicntelf,  wbo  would  not  let 
Owen  take  a  co|iy  of  btin,  and  provoked  him  :  wberoupon  Owrn 
Uwk  »  oow  of  pri4Md  at  four  poantU,  vfferwi  VtAaj  the 
OTarplus  brforowitiimei,  wbidh  YtUj  ntar^i.  Tbo  Qorernor 
pat  the  Vote  wbetbei  ihi-  r.>v\  fli.^nM  be  rulurn-  ii.  whirli  [insiifd 
in  tbe  Megativo.  I'  said,  the  tiavernor  ajid  Council  ba4  nut 
Jiatliority  to  nmriad  the  L»wt  by  ■alHng  an  excentioa.  Ifr. 

f^iuri  l;irv  M- -.indod  uic.  Tbtn  tbe  GoViTD'-r  ['Ut  it  whrtlirr  f  e 
ihould  be  bound  over  to  tbe  Scmiod*,  which  wil>  Voted.  Guv- 
amor  diraet«d  tftjr  poBsdj.  But  'twM  bfoagtit  to  Ua  poaads. 

an'l  five  [.nnnrls  each  Surety. 

"  ll  iviu-i.  utlcrwards  thought  ndvi^able  to  di;iuiis!<  thi«  Bond, 
Chide  him,  and  let  him  go,  which  wns  done  aoxt  d*jr>  upOM  his 
6ttbuiis»ioa  aod  potitioa  to  be  diamiiiMd." 

Mr.  Eager  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Lucafl, 
who,  after  a  short  rectorship,  removed  to  Ncwburv, 
suid  for  several  years  thereai'ter  the  organizatiLiii  lay 
domuiiiL  It  WM  not  uotil  1726  that  mj  ^icym  were 
taken  toward  bnihling  a  ohnreh  edifiee.  Ebenoer 
Miller,  son  of  Samuel  Miller,  of  Milton  Hill,  was 
then  a  recent  graduate  of  the  col!'^;if ,  nnc!  student  of 
divinity.  As  such  ho  early  tuanifiested  a  strong 
laaning  lowarda  Kpiscopacy,  being,  it  haa  been  said, 
tbe  fifst  graduate  of  Harrard  wbo  took  that  turn. 
To  him  tbe  members  of  the  Braintree  society  went, 
atii]  two  acrrcfnients  wrrc  entered  into. — rme  for 
the  building  a  church  edifice,  the  other  tor  sending 
young  Miller  to  Eag1aod»  there  to  reoetre  evdns. 
Both  agreemeDte  were  carried  out,  and  in  1728  an 
Upreteotious  wooden  builditiLT  vn  die  main  street  of 
the  town,  a  i\  w  liumln  fi  ynnh  only  snuth  of  the  old 
Btoae  mettlii^  house,  was  ready  for  occupancy.  In 
eoniae  of  years,  alWr  the  old  flngfiab  eostom,  tbe 
giottod  abovt  it  beeame  covered  with  atooee  narkiog 
tbe  raating-pkoe  of  bodo  wbo  bad  worshiped  within 
thosp  wa!!?!;  and  thcc  ;»tonps  ^titl  remain  amemoii'il 
of  the  6lte  upon  which  stood  one  of  the  earlie^it  otf- 
•boote  in  Puritan  MasMohusetta  of  the  established 
Chttieb  of  England. 

Having  been  made  Maater  of  Arts  by  Oxford,  and 
lioen.si'd  tn  preach  the  £r(>«p.I  in  .luly.  KJl'T.  Mr. 
Miller  was  the  next  mouth  appuitited  mtnisier  to 
Bndutree,  in  New  Eoglaod,  and  in  September  chap- 
ban  to  tbe  Oake  of  Bolton.  He  tbw  cane  back  to 
bis  people  well  reoominended,  and  be  arrived  among 
tb«Bi  in  time  to  open  his  mission  on  Cbriatmaa  day, 
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1727.  Aeeordingjj,  Jndge  Sewall,  in  Boeton,  made 
the  A.]'        entry  in  hb  jonroal:  ** Monday,  Deo. 

25,  1727.  Shops  open,  and  people  oome  to  Town 
with  Huop-poles,  Hay,  Wood,  &c.  Mr.  Miller  keeps 
the  day  io  \m  New  church  at  Brainley :  people  flock 
thhber" 

The  vexe<l  que.-tiou  of  taxation  was  now  at  laHt  atlt^ 
tied.  It  hiiJ  ai.'!»in  been  brought  before  the  Govertior 
and  C'luneil  in  llie  ^jiriiii;  of  1727.  Lieutennn[-(  Jover- 
nor  Duiuiuer  wa.H  ikien  acting  as  Governor  during  the 
interim  !>etween  the  Shute  and  tbe  Bnrnet  adminis* 
trations.  and  in  reference  to  thi."!  question  he  wrote  a 
sharjt  U'tter  to  Col.  Edmiuid  Quifiey.  Tn  it  lie  sd'ni 
that  ho  was  "surprised  t>>  find  tln.>*  niattir  driven  to 
extremity,  e'^pecially  ufier  the  hopes  you  have  raised 
in  me  that  yonr  people  were  tborougblj  disposed  to 
make  those  of  the  Cbnrch  of  England  ainonfsat  yon 
ea-sy  in  all  these  tnatters."  He  further  reijuested 
(Vd.  Qniticy  tn  britJL:  tlie  tnatter  liefore  the  parish 
committee,  nnd  pcrfionuUy  tu  u»e  his  •■  utmost  in- 
floenoe  that  those  people  may  obtain  tbe  leltef  tb«|y 
look  for,  aa  I  think  oommon  justice  entitlea  tbem  to." 
Accordingly,  at  a  ineetin<^  of  the  North  Precinct  held 
on  29th  of  thn  ne.\t  month  ^M  iy,  1727),  the  Episco- 
palians appeared  and  presented  tlicir  case.  There  ia 
00  neord  of  what  waa  aaid  in  debate,  bnt  the  meeting 
finally  voted  to  remit  fnture  taxes,  aod  also  **  to  reim- 
burse the  petitioners  whatever  sums  they  might  have 
been  a!s:>e»scd  for  Mr.  Uaacooks  ordination  chai|^ 
and  settlement." 

A  qneation  whioh  for  twenty-five  years  had  been  a 
eanae  of  hard  feeling,  aod  which  bad  given  riae  to  a 
bitter  sense  of  oppresi*ion,  was  thus  properly  dii^posed 
of  It  was  not  without  trnnind  of  pride,  tlieref  tre.  tli.it 
Mr.  Hancock  recorded  "  ii  wa.s  done  before  ever  any 
not  of  thia  nature  passed  in  tbe  government."  That 
it  was  settled  in  a  way  so  creditable  aeenia  to  have 
been  largely  due  to  Mr.  Hancock's  influence,  who 
then  gave  evidence  that  he  wa«  possessor  not  only  of 
some  Christian  spirit  but  of  much  good  judgment. 
He  always  cultivated  friendly  relations  between  the. 
two  aoctettea,  as  well  as  personally  between  binndf 
and  Mr.  Miller;  and  before  Dr.  Milter  eame  the  Pre- 
cinct eluireh  "admitted  to  their  coinmanion  all  such 
members  oi  the  church  of  Euj^land  as  desired  to  have 
oocamonal  eommanion  with  them,  and  allowed  tbem 
what  poatnre  of  devotion  they  pleased;  and  tbigr 
received  the  .-^aerament  standing." 

Throii'-di  ihirty-six  years  Dr.  Miller  remained  the 
rector  of  Christ's  Chureb,  devoted  to  his  parish,  aod 
aooounted  one  of  tbe  ablest  dd'enden  of  KpLscopacj 
in  New  England.  At  tbe  close  of  bis  mmistry  the 
society  nambered  fifty  fiimiliss  and  as  many  oommnni- 
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cants.    Indeed,  he  and  bis  immediatt'  successor  8o  churchmen  in  Braintrce  were  Tavorera  of  the  Stamp 

raiwrd  the  Bratnfree  church  that  for  a  lime  it  eecms  Act.    Ten  years  later  they  hnd  not  chan<;ed  tlieir 

"  to  have  exercised  a  maternal  care  over  those  of  the  j  views,  and  when  the  news  of  the  Quebec  Bill  arrived 

MDM  eomDunioB  in  the  vidnity  wbo  were  weeker  Mrs.  Ad»iiia  wrote  that  they  *'  hung  their  faceda,," 

thee  itaelf."   Revisiting  Eagkod  in  1747,  Mr.  Miller  end,  "  m  neiter  liow  mneh  proTokedl  bj  thoee  ef  tht 

was  then  made  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  by  Oxford.    On  i  other  side,  they  would  not  discuss  politics."  B^-f^rf 

the  11  til  of  February.  17'i3,  "  to  tho  very  jrrcat  low  that  "parties  ran  very  hif:h,  and  very  hard  words  ana 

of  this  churob,  his  i'amiij  and  friends,  he  departed  threau  of  blows  upon  both  sides  were  given  out."  A 


thie  life." 

Not  mieh  more  reoMim  to  be  nid  of  Christ  Church 


few  days  later  there  was  something  very  like  an  aetoa) 
oatbresk  io  the  town,  the  North  Preeinai  of  which 


during  the  period  now  under  considemtion, — that  to  had  the  reputation  orb^ngeuest  of  Tories.  The 
1H30.  It  had  already  seen  its  best  days,  fur  the  stock  of  puhlie  {  owJi  r  was  removed  from  it  by  an 
Kevolutionary  troubles  were  at  the  time  ut  its  first  ,.  organized  mob,  and  Mfh.  Adams  again  wrote,  "  Tbe 
rsotor's  death  already  impending:.  Indeed,  a  posthn-  !  ehnreh  panon  thought  they  were  ooning  after  hisi, 
mous  altaek  made  on  him  just  after  his  death,  ;  and  ran  up  garret"  The  popular  feeling  was  aov 
becaose  of  bis  connection  with  a  project  for  establish'  I  80  strong  thai  it  was  no  longer  safe  for  Mr.  Wioslow 
ing  an  American  Iii'liopric,  led  tn  one  of  the  angry  to  rcid  the  prayer  for  the  kin^.  Yet  he  st-.  m-i  m 
paper  controversies  which  paved  the  way  to  war.  have  struggled  on,  vainly  hoping  for  better  ujivn 
The  Rev.  Edward  Winslow,  a  Bostonian  by  birth  and   until  his  salary  was  stopped  and  many  of  hia  people 


a  graduate  of  the  college  in  the  daas  of  1741,  sue- 
oeeded  Dr.  Miller,  lie  was  inducted  into  the  living 
in  July.  ITC.  t.  ami  his  connection  with  the  wxiiety 


had  moved  away.   Then,  taking  very  properly  tbt 

ground  that  his  ordination  oath  compelled  him  to 

conform  literally  to  the  Prayer- Hoftk,  he,  "  with  sad 


lusted  throu}:h  thirteen  troubled  years,  until  1777.  and  silent  musings,"  resigned  his  charge.  Going  to 
He  left  behind  him  io  Braintrce  the  reputation  of  being  |  New  York,  which  was  io  British  occupation,  he  died 
an  eanest,  faithful  rector  and  an  honest  man ;  but  j  there  in  1760,  before  the  close  of  the  war.  He  w» 
he  was  in  his  ministry  at  a  time  of  great  political  ex-    buried  under  the  altar  of  St.  Qeotge's  Cbureh,  in  that 

citetiient,  and  his  was  the  vanquished  side.     .\nd  yet  city. 

it  may  fairly  be  inferred  that,  for  a  ttmi.'  at  ira^t,  the  The  English  society  had  spent,  it  is  said,  over 
society  did  not  languish  under  his  c)i«r^e,  for  the  thirteen  thousand  dollan  in  the  attempt  to  build  up 
families  bdonging  to  it  increased  in  number  from  fifty  |  the  Braintrce  church,  and  it  was  now  less  than  ever 
to  sixty*eight,  and  in  the  year  177!!  it  was  found  able  to  stand  alone.  The  ritual  was  again  in  as  great 
necessary  to  enlarge  mid  k  ukxIi  I  iIjc  i  hurth  building,  public  o<liuiii  as  it  hnd  been  a  whole  century  before. 
During  hi.s  ministry  also  a  subscription  was  made  "  to  To  u  ( criain  exltnt  Mr.  Joseph  Cleverly  faced  the 
provide  a  decent  glebe"  for  the  rector,  and  with  the  bturni  in  Braintree,  and  filled,  as  best  he  could,  the 
means  thus  obtained  a  piece  of  land  was  bought  and  place  which  Mr.  Window  had  left  vacant.  A  native 
a  hou.-c  built,  the  rent  of  which  at  a  later  period  of  the  town,  and  coming  of  a  family  long  residept 
Bufficdl  lo  keep  the  nljamldiK  <]  diureh  in  liecciii  there,  he  had  graduated  at  I lai  varJ  Culli'-^^e  in  ITil^, 
repair  whiie  the  almost  lifeless  society  awaited  the  and,  though  never  in  onliT.-  a.s  an  earnest  Epis- 
rcturn  of  better  days.  '  copalian,  he  now  served  Christ's  Cbttieh  ft>r  several 

Epiecopacy  has  ever  been  an  exotio  in  Hamaehn-  years,  lesdiog  prayers  and  serviees,  and  being  refbmd 
setts;  and  the  cultivation  of  exotics  is  expensive  ■  to  in  its  records  as  the  society's  teacher.  He  lived  to 
for  tlio?e  cnfraged  in  it.  Tlie  motlier  English  society  extrenip  old  a^e,  dyini;  in  180?. 
wa.-i  always  most  liberal  in  dealing  with  its  sickly  At'ti  r  ,^Ir.  Cleverly  s  death  the  society  for  many 
Braintrce  offbhoot,  and,  until  the  Kevolutiuuary  years  continued  in  what  might  fairly  be  called  aatste 
trottbles  took  the  shape  of  actual  war,  it  ananally  [  of  suspended  animation.  It  did  not  wholly  die,  for  the 
aent  over  sixty  pounds  sterling  fvr  the  support  of  the  |  church  edifice  and  the  rectotriiip  were  there,  and  the 
minister.  Natu:  ;'!v  r!  r  .-society  was  inclined  to  a  rent  colltnttd  from  the  latter  suffiwd  to  ke^p  thf 
friendly  feeling  tovvaid  iho  hand  which  fed  it.  To  former  from  tumbling  down.  The  parish  committee 
it  the  Apthorps,  (he  Borland.s,  the  Cleverlys  and  ,  secured  the  assistance  of  clergymen  and  readers,  so  that 
the  Milknrs — indeed,  all  the  gentry  of  the  oeighboi-  '  from  time  to  time  cbureh  services  were  performed, 
hood,  with  the  exception  of  the  Qnincys — ^belonged.  |  and  a  few  kindly-dispased  ladies  exerted  themselves 
The  gentry  were  apt  to  W  Tories,  and  as  early  as  llGa,  to  keep  up  a  Sunday-school,  at  which  the  children  not 
John  Adams  noted  in  bis  diary  that  most  of  the  '  only  of  that  society  but  of  the  preciua  were  tau^ 
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tlic  catcchisTii.    But,  as  a  rpliginns  force  affecting 
town  life,  Christ  Church  hardly  made  itoelf  felt  be-  ^ 
tweea  the  doM  of  t1t«  Bevdution  and  the  jev  1825. 
It  had  lif«d  on  mppoit  turn  withont,  and  that  anp- 
port  was  withdrawn.    Accordingly,  with  one  period 
of  faint  revival  between  1822  and  1S27  under  the 
foeturing  charge  of  a  fait  hful  and  able  rector,  the  Rev. 
B.  C.  CntWf  it  aootiikiMd  to  languish  ootil  long  aft«r 
1830.  At  last  the  ioerMaa  of  waalth  and  the  ehauga 
in  modes  of  life  of  the  whole  outside  commanity 
brouL;Iit  in  new  and  influential  families,  introducin<r 
deut^nts  in  which  the  Epbcopal  form  of  worship 
ibttod  natural  BOpport.   Bat  th«  town  had  th«n  loat 
ita  individuality.    Daring  the  fint  handled  yean  of 
its  exiateoce  the  history  of  Christ  Church  in  Braiu- 
tree  and   Qninpy  i»  most  intore«tinfr  riK  showing 
bow  wholly  alieu  Epinoopaoy  was  to  the  New  Kng- 
land  civUisBtitNi ;  how  praetioally  impossible  it  was 
for  it  there  to  take  root  and  to  flourish ;  and  how,  sup- 
ported for  a  time  at  great  eflbrt  and  cost  from  without,  , 
when  that  support  was  withdrawn,  it  languished  and 
died  away,  having,  so  fur  as  could  be  seen,  in  no  way  ' 
influcQced  the  growth  of  the  native  oommuntty.  Like  ^ 
Gstholiciij,  it  was  a  wholly  alien  instttvtion ;  and*  i 
again,  like  Oathotidtj,  it  got  a  secure  hold  on  the  soil 
only  when  a  mm  element  was  infused  into  the  town's  : 
blood.  ' 

Returning  to  the  histcwy  of  the  original  pre- 
dnet  diareh,  anmnd  whieh  the  whole  rdigioas  life 
and  mental  aoUvity  of  the  town  still  eentred,  the 
Hancock  pastornte,  ending  with  premature  death  in 
May,  1744,  was  followed  by  an  interim  of  a  year  and 
a  half.  During  that  period  the  church  twice  invited 
Mr.  Benjamin  Steveoa  to  occupy  the  vaeant  palpit, 
bat  he  declined  to  do  so.  At  ]a»t^  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1745,  the  Rev.  Lemuel  Briant.  of  Seit- 
uate,  wa5  ananininu^lj  chosen  paisLur,  and  ou  the  11th 
of  the  following  ileceiuber  he  was  formally  ordained. 
The  Mdary  of  the  new  minister  was  llxed  at  "  llfty 
pounds  {ler  year  in  bills  of  credit  on  this  province  of 
the  last  emission"  during  the  first  two  yenrs  of  h  'm  set- 
tlement, to  be  thereafter  increased  by  a  further  annual 
sum  of  twelve  pounds  and  ten  shillings  in  bills  of  the 
like  emission."  This  salary  was  oonsideiahly  smaller 
thai)  bad  been  paid  dtker  to  Mr.  Hancock  or  to  Mr. 
FLike.  but  it  was  payable  in  bills  uf  credit  of  the  last 
emiasioD.  How  ekr^yinen  and  the  few  others  wlm, 
in  Massachusetts,  were  dependent  on  fixed  incomes 
eontiired  to  live  in  those  days  most  alwaya  lemaio  a 
mystery.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Haneoek*a  death,  bills 
of  the  tenor  in  use  when  he  was  settled  pas>ed  in  eir- 
eulatioa  for  about  sixteen  per  cent,  of  their  nominal 
value  i  in  other  words,  silver  was  worth  nearly  forty 


shillinLTs  "  f>ld  tenor"  per  onncR,  instead  of  six  shil- 
lings seven  pence,  as  it  should  have  been.  In  1645 
there  were  in  inrsulation  IkIIb  of  the  **  new  tenor,"  of 
the  «  middle  tenor,"  and  of  the  <'oUl  tenor."  Those  of 
the  two  former,  being  of  greater  value  than  the  latter, 
were  hoarded.  Apparently,  in  17S8.  Mr.  Briant's 
salary  of  sixty  pounds  "new  tenor"  was  equivalent  to 
aboat  fifty.fbar  pounds  in  rilver,  or  to  sis  hundred 
pounds  in  "  old  tenor "  and  in  pnrchssing  power  was 
not  less  than  what  had  been  paid  to  hts  predecessor. 

A  '^rlnatc  of  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of 
1739,  Mr.  Briant,  when  became  to  Braintree,  was  in 
histwen^-fonrth  year.  His  psatorate  was  brief,  for 
he  died  before  he  was  thirty-three ;  hat  it  was  as 
troubled  as  it  was  short.  Intelleetaally  he  was  osr« 
tainly  a  remarkable  roan  ;  there  is  reason  to  suppose 
also  that  he  was  a  somewhat  eoceotric  one.  An  ad- 
vaoced  religious  thinker  and  a  bom  eontroTeiaialist, 
he  seems  to  have  paid  little  r^ard  to  eonvenliooali- 
ties.  Had  he  lived  he  might  have  held  his  ground, 
and  suce<?pdpd  in  advancing  by  one  lon.r  stride  the 
tardy  progress  of  liberal  Christianity  in  Massachusetts-, 
OQ  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  was 
too  far  in  advance  of  his  day,  and  that  prematore 
decline  alone  saved  him  from  the  loss  of  his  pulpit, 
and  tbeolofric.il  ostracism.  Yet  his  career,  so  far  as 
it  went,  was  indii^putably  an  intcre!«ting  one. 

In  the  year  1749,  Mr.  Briant  published  a  sermon 
on  moral  virtne.  Be  seems  before  to  have  preached  it 
several  times  in  different  palpits,  and  it  had  excited  a 
good  deal  of  remark.  In  ]m  native  town  of  Sciluate, 
especially,  it  had  produced  m  great  an  impreesiou 
that  the  minister  of  that  place  bad  felt  moved  to  coo- 
troTort  its  teaehings.  This  he  had  essayed  to  do  by 
means  of  a  series  of  diHcourses,  in  regard  to  whieh  it 
was  at  the  time  remarked  the  main  dilfieully  wa?i  to 
discern  the  "  difference  between  his  doctrine  and  that 
of  Mr.  Briant."  The  progress  of  religious  thought 
hsB  sinoe  been  so  greats  that  it  is  not  easy  now  to  see 
in  the  Briant  sermon  anything  to  exeite  remark.  In 
it  moral  and  reli;_'ious  truisms  seem  to  be  set  forth  in 
plain,  strong  Euglisb,  which  at  times  rises  into  elo- 
quence; while  it  throughout  possesses  the  better 
quality  of  plato  speaking.  The  writer  ssid  what  he 
meant ;  and  he  said  it  in  a  way  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood. He  drew  his  text  from  T.saiah  Ixiv.  6, — 
■•  All  our  ri'.;hteousne.<s('s  are  as  filthy  rags," — and  he 
proceeded  tu  vigorously  denounce  the  absurdities  to 
which  a  Ufbless,  conventional  rdi^oo  had  led.  The 
distinctness  with  which  he  ^'ave  utterance  to  the  truth 
that  was  in  him  ."tarth-d  thu.se  who  had  quietly  settled 
down  in  the  finth  that  Cnlvinisin  whk  not  otilv  the 
fouudauou  ot  all  things,  but  that,  it  wai>  a  good  founda- 
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tion.  Once  more  accepted  formulafi  had  been  chal-  Ri  v.  Mr.  Foxcrofl,  the  colleague  of  T>r.  ChauncPT  io 
len«:e(l,  and  declared  to  be  pernicions  eant.  tin;  First  Church  of  Boftnn,  Mr.  Briant  had  in  bis 

Foriuulas,  and  religious  aod  cdueationnl  fumiulas  letter  referred  to  as  "a  verbose,  dark,  Jesuitical 
in  partieolar,  rarely  lade  defenders.  Sereral  of  hu  I  writer,"  and,  •ooordiogly,  Mr.  Foseroft  now  retamed 
brethren  at  onoe  entered  the  lUts  against  Mr.  Brient,  '  the  oonnpltmcnt  bj  aceosing  Mr.  Brutnt  of  being  not 
and  the  thcolopcal  rancor  with  which  they  did  it  was  merely  Arniinian,  but  Socinian  even.  To  this  contii- 
expresHed  on  the  fitlc-pasrcH.  ov<>n,  of  the  Rfrinon.s  in  bution  to  theological  debate  Mr.  Briant  8pt><  <lilv  re- 
which  they  thought  to  confute  him.  The  iicv.  Mr.  |  plied  in  a  piece  dated  April  15,  1751,  wbicU  he 
Nilea^  of  the  Middle  Brniotree  Premnet,  for  inatanee,  f  entitled  Sone  more  flrieiidly  tenarica  on  Mr.  Porter 
ealled  bia  diaeoBiM  a  mdieation  of  eertain  goepel  and  Company.  In  *  aaaond  Letter  to  liim  nnd  tm 
doctrines  and  teachers  "  a<:ain8t  the  injurious  reflcc-  of  his  abettors,  namely,  Mr.  Cotton,  appendix  writer, 
iions  and  misrcprcHentatious"  of  the  "  Rev.  Mr.  Lemuel  and  Mr.  F — xcr — ft.  marginal  noK^r."  The  title 
Briant;'  and  the  Ilev.  Julio  Porter,  of  Bridgewatcr,  aloue  is  suffioieol.  In  pointed  controversy  his  op- 
improred  on  tbb  by  entitling  a  aemion  "  Tbe  ab-  1  poneota  were  no  matoli  for  Hr.  Briant,  and  he  now 
surdity  and  blasphemy  of  anbatitnting  the  peraonal  j  fairly  conTioted  them  of  having  bronght  aeriom 
Tightcoiisoeaa  of  men  in  the  room  of  the  surety  charges  against  him  on  thg  strength  only  of  conjecture 
righteousness  of  Chri.st,  in  the  important  article  of  and  suspicion  ;  but  the  discussion  had  driflcd  away 
justification  before  Qod."  Mr.  Briaut  was  uot  a  man  to  from  great  doctrinal  issues  to  were  personalities,  aod 
be  aammarily  suppreaaed.  He  waa  yonng,  it  was  true,  •  it  oeaaed  to  be  of  importance, 
bnt  his  ebureh  waa  with  him,  and  he  had  a  vigorona  •  Yet  it  did  not  end  then.  Referring,  in  one  of  hit 
pen.  Accordingly,  in  17.iOhe  published,  in  the  form  notes  to  Winthrop,  to  some  forgotten  controversy  of 
of  a  letter,  ^nmo  -  friendly  remarks"  on  Mr.  I'nrter's  rarlier  daj'.s,  Mr.  Savage  has  alluded  to  what  he  calk 
effort,  to  which,  in  the  printed  form,  bad  been  appended  "  the  exquisite  raucor  of  theolt^ical  hate."  Mr. 
an  **  atteatation,"  aa  it  waa  called,  signed  by  five  other  '  Briant  aeema  to  have  stitied  thoae  waten  to  thdr 
clergymen,  in  whieh  they  ttstnreaaed  their  hearty  con*  •  depth,  nor  did  they  anbaide  during  the  ahort  remaio- 
enrreoco  with  their  brother,  Porter,  and  dolefully  lap  derof  hia  filk  At  the  time  of  bis  second  letter  b* 
montcd  the  "  dreadful  increaae  of  Arminianiam  and  \  was  not  yet  thirty,  but  he  was  nht  aily  >lrawing  to- 
other errors  in  tbe  land.''  ,  wards  that  decline  which,  only  two  years  and  a  ball' 

This  reply  of  Mr.  Briant'a  moat  have  been  very  ,  hrter,  caused  him  to  never  hia  oonneotion  with  hit 
irritating  to  hia  opponenta,  for  be  met  them  in  a  way  !  parish.  The  dosing  months  of  h»  short  pnatomtt 
th(  y  <  KuM  not  understand.  Thoy  were  narrow-  must  have  been  very  trying  to  him.  Among  hii 
minded  men  of  no  great  intellectual  strength,  iiiid,  aftrr    brethren  he  w)!*"  not  without  sympathiaers'.  and  he 


the  manner  of  .such,  they  could  not  grasp  a  new  idea 
eveo  when  it  was  plainly  set  before  them.  Beoauae 
it  waa  new,  waa  with  then  sufficient  proof  that  it  must 


counted  the  celebrated  Dr.  Jonathan  Mayhew,  of  tbe 
Veat  Church  in  Boeton,  as  his  intimate  friend ;  bat 
hia  oontroveraial  methods  must  have  startled  «v«a 


be  unimportant  or  erroneous.  Nevertheless,  they  thcwe  who  believed  as  he  did,  and  prevented  their 
were  men  thnr<siii:li!v  in  cnrnost  and  of  implicit  belief  rallying  to  liis  siipport.  Nor  were  his  own  people 
Briant  in  his  reply  trilled  with  them.  Hardly  troub-  undivided.  The  majority  sustained  their  pastor,  but 
ling  liimscif  to  conceal  bis  contempt,  he  permitted  a  '  acme  were  greatly  disturbed  by  his  liberal  viewi. 
vdo  of  irony  to  run  through  bis  answer,  which,  while  j  Through  tbdr  agemsj  an  EoeleBiasiioal  GooDcil  was 
it  must  have  bewildered  ns-  writ  as  exnspcrated  bis  [  called  to  consider  the  c:tse  of  the  Timintrce  church, 
opponents,  wn?  mit  of  plai.-*;.  Tlic  >;uhjfet-niat{er  Mr.  Briant  dodintd  to  ac-knowlciige  tlic  authority  of 
nndor  di^ieushsion  shuuld  at  leasit  have  made  the  di.scu8-  the  Council,  or  to  be  present  at  lis  mmiom.  It  ad- 
sion  serious.  As  it  was,  he  very  distinctly,  to  use  a  jouroed;  but  met  again  in  January,  1753,  and,  Mr. 
modem  word,  ehaffed  bia  reverend  critics.  Briant  still  declining  to  appear,  it  pvooeeded  to  take 

Naturally  they  were  not  s!o\?  tit  respond,  and,  as  is  ci>gnizance  of  his  case.  Eight  causes  of  complaint 
the  cu-stom  of  men  of  tlieir  ualihre,  tlu'V  fortliwidi  had  been  ]ircrt'rr.<i.  Thoy  related  to  all  irradt^  of 
procecdr'd  tn  identify  theuiselvfs  with  the  sacred  offense  fruui  (he  sermon  on  moral  virtue  to  wbisper* 
cause  of  which  they  were  the  self-appointed  and  in-    of scandalous  immoralities." 


In  their  findings  the  Oouncil  exproaaad  its  opinica* 
that  there  did  exist  grounds  of  complaint  against  tbe 

pastor,  but  it  added  tiio  belief  that  the  "aggrieved 
to  show  that  he  was  an  Armiuiao  and  unsound.  Tbe   brethren,"  as  the  minority  of  tbe  society  waa  tcflwd, 


oompetent  advooatOB.  They  aecoaed  Mr.  Briant  of 
levity  in  the  treatment  of  religious  truth.^-.  and  of  pre- 
varication; and  they  procee<led  in  their  lahoreil  way 
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had  gooe  too  far  io  their  charges.  The  members  of 
the  OonncQ  ooneliukd  ito  tepoH  hy  giving  tlinr  best 
■dvim*'  to  the  two  futaaa ;  thos,  Id  tke  words  of  ! 

Nr.  Briant'fl  mo»t  eminent  successor,  effectiog  "  as  j 
much  as  Cnuncils  ever  effect,— that  is,  nothin;^  at  all, 
except,  it  maj  be,  to  iooreaiie  the  difficaltj  in  which 
tboj  iDtamwddlod."   But  these  fiadinp  of  a  respoa. 
sible  tribanal  eonld  aot  be  overlooked.   Aooordie^y,  ' 
they  were  refened  to  a  oominittee  of  the  North  Pre-  , 
cirK't  church  compo^cil  nf  it<>  most  respected  mem- 
bers.   At  ite  head  was  John  Quincy,  then  one  of  the 
■MM  prombeofc  men  in  the  public  affain  of  the  , 
pvovinee,  end  others  of  its  menbsia  bwe  names  which  I 
hsd  appealed  on  almost  every  page  of  the  town 
records  since  the  records  be^an.    The  report  of  tliis 
committee  was  dated  April  14,  1753,  and,  brcathiog  a 
high  order  of  the  true  Protestant  spirit,  it  wholly 
jnstified  the  pastor.   As  to  the  immoralities  ohaijged  j 
ou  Mr.  Briant,  the  committee  reported  that  thsy  had 
"never  been  proved  in  any  one  instnnrc." 

On  the  22d  of  the  following  October  a  precinct- 
meeting  was  held  to  taLe  action  on  the  pastor's  re-  ; 
quest  for  dismissioo.   His  heelth  wss  fkiling.   As  : 
was  usiiul  io  the  town-  and  precioct-meetiugit  of  thst  i 
perio'i.  .Iiihu  Quincy  sscrvftl  as  nioderator,  and  it  was 
presently  voted  that  the  pastor's  request  be  granted, 
his  parishiouera  appsrentlj  having  considered  that  it 
wss  hopdesB  "  to  wait  patiently  some  Ume  hrager  to  , 
see  if  it  may  not  plesse  Qod  io  his  good  Pvovidenee  { 
to  restore  niir  reverpnd  pastor  to  hi-<  former  state  of 
health."    Mr.  Hiiant  did  not  survive  hb  disuitsHal 
<|aite  one  year,  dying  at  Uingham  in  the  early  au<  j 
tumn  of  1754.   At  the  time  of  his  desth  he  was  bnt  I 
tbirty-tWOt       of  a11  those  who  have  serve*!  us  jms- 
tors  of  his  church,  his  rL-malns  and  those  of  his  elo- 
,    <juent  sueee,«,«ior  a  ct'iitury  later,  William  ParTOns 
Lont,  aloue  du  not  uiuulder  iu  the  old  First  PreciiiuL 
{Enveysrd.   Brisnt  was  buried  in  the  nnghboring  | 
town  of  Hingham  in  September,  17.')4,  while  Mr. 
Lunt,  in  March,  1657,  a  tired  wayfarer,  was  laid 
decently,  rcvereiitly,  beiieath  the  sands  of  the  Syrian 
desert,  as  lie  juurueyed  towards  the  iloly  Land.  A 
little  heap  of  stones  alone  marked  his  reeting-plaoe. 

There  is  high  authority  to  the  fact  that,  in  hia  le- 
Iterion-i  vil-ws,  Lemuel  Briant  was  a  man  half  a  cen- 
tury in  advance  of  hi.s  time.     l)iiriii<i  the  contrnvcrsy 
ot  174^-53,  John  Adams  was  a  growiog  Ud,  I'ur  he  ^ 
sMned  Hanrsrd  in  1751.   It  wss  an  open  question  ! 
with  him  wh^er  he  would  prepare  himself  for  di-  - 
vinity  or  tlie  law,  and  in  the  minds  of  the  college 
students  of  those  days  theological  disputes  had  all  the 
active  interest  which  new  acienlifio  or  philosophical 
theorim  now  have.   His  own  town  of  Bmintree  was  - 


the  theatre  in  which  the  debate  went  on  ;  one  pre- 
cinct was  arrayed  against  the  other.  Under  these 
oirenmstanees  young  Adams  eonld  not  bat  have  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  it.  More  than  sixty  years  then 
passed  away,  durini:  forty  of  which  the  New  Eng- 
land mind  was  w  holly  drawn  oS  from  problems  of 
theology,  and  couoeiitrated  ou  questions  of  civil  rights 
first  and  of  government  afterwards.  Then,  at  last, 
durin'.r  the  earlier  part  of  the  present  century,  an 
f'>tab]isht'd  order  th'\nt!^  was  brought  about,  and 
once  more  reliiiious  issues  come  to  the  front.  Growth 
had  meanwhile  been  going  ou,  quietly,  slowly,  giving 
no  ontward  sign,  snd  all  at  once  it  tevesled  itself  in 
the  Channing  protest  afcsinst  Calvinism.  New  Eng- 
land Unitarianism  assumed  its  shape.  Then  Dr. 
Morse,  nf  Charlestown,  sent  a  pamphlet  setting  forth 
the  tenets  of  the  new  church  to  the  ex-Pn^idcnt,  who 
was  now  veijpog  on  his  eightieth  year.  In  reply  he 
wrote  as  foUows,  under  date  of  March  4  and  Hay  15, 
1816: 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  t*,ror  of  ttie  tiUh.  ntiil  the  pnmiihlet 
ODcluse<J,  entitled  'Amerioan  lloitiinuui^cu.'  I  have  turn«i4 
ovar  its  leHvesand  lind  nothing  that  triu  not  familiarly  known 
in  me.  la  the  profaoa  Unilarianirai  is  re|)resente<i  iu>  only 
thirty  yoars  aid  In  Naw  KagiatMl.  T  ean  testify  as  a  witness  to 
itx  old  a|c<>.  8ixty.five  jwui  ago  uiy  own  niiniater,  the  Kev. 
Laaa*!  Briant,  Br.  Jonathaa  llaybaw,  of  (be  Wfwt  Oboroh  in 
B4Mt«n,  tba  Bav.  Mr.  Steele,  of  RiDgham,  tho  Ror.  Jaha 
iUmhti,  of  Cuha^^ct,  and  priimp;  v\ti:\]     a'l,  if  not  above  all) 

Iho  Rov.  Mr.  Uay,  of  Uiughain,  were  Unitariaai.  .  .  , 
**  la  ■heft,  tir,  I  have  beea  a  reader  of  tbcolof  leal,  phllo- 

=  optri,\iI,  fiolittcal.  ntii)  per»Mij;il  iIir].Titi  «  r.>r  more  than  sixty 
yearn,  and  now  look  at  thoiu  with  hltln  more  interMi  than  at 
the  fljiag  elottda  of  the  day." 

Mr.  Briant  died  in  the  autumn  of  1754,  and  the 

last  French  war,  that  which  resulted  in  the  English 

conquest  of  Canada,  had  then  already  begun.  At 
the  time  of  his  lieatii  Washington  Was  reeonnoitering 
uu  the  Ohio,  and  Lord  Mookton  was  preparing  lor 
the  removal  of  the  Aoadians;  Braddook's  defeat 
took  place  in  tlu'  following  July.  The  Hevolntionary 
struggle  followed  close  on  tlie  Fruneh  war.  The 
rapid  seqnfnee  nf  n;rf;it  event.s  outside  materially 
allected  even  the  KirMl  Precinct  church  of  Braintree. 
A  long  period  of  doctrinal  quiesenee  ensued,  whioh 
amounted  at  last  almost  to  torpidity.  It  wss  on  tiie 
22d  of  October,  1753,  that  Mr.  Briant  was  dis- 
mi.<sed,  and  just  one  year  later,  on  the  8th  of  ()<  tnlrcr, 
1754,  the  parish  extended  a  call  to  the  Kev.  Aniiiony 
Wihird. 

Mr.  Wihird,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  in  the  olsss  of 

1747,  was  at  the  time  of  this  call  in  his  twenty-eighth 
year.  He  at  6rst  declined,  apparently  on  the  ground 
that  the  salary  voted  would  not  suflSce  for  his  support. 
It  wss  small,  being  bat  eighty  pounds  a  year,  with  a 
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Jurther  sum  of  one  handnd  and  t1iiriy<thno  pomids, 

MX  shniingH,  and  eighlpence,  "  lawful  iiioo^,^  fi)r  "ft 
settloment."  ThU  it  will  be  noticod  was  not  <»o 
much  as  Mr.  Fbke  had  received  oearl;  a  century 
belbre.  SuhMquratly  the  paridi  moifified  ita  terms, 
offoring  »  aalarjr  of  one  handred  ponnds  a  year^  with 
no  Mm  at  settlement,  and  this  proporition  Mr.  Wibird 
acceptt'tl.  AocortKiiL'ly.  on  thf  5th  of  February, 
1755,  he  wa;s  ordained.  His  pastorate,  the  lou^st 
IB  the  aooah  of  the  parish,  ooTored  forty-five  years, 
ODtlastiiig  the  oentary.  During  it  the  oolonies  eepa- 
rated  from  the  riK.iher-oountry,  and  the  North  Pre- 
cinct of  Braintrt'c  hocamp  the  town  of  Quincv.  VVhnt  ' 
vtlb  French  and  revolutionary  wars  and  reigns  of  , 
tmor,  the  downfiU  of  th«  old  and  the  upbuilding  of  i 
the  new,  the  worid  in  those  dajs  moved  rapidly ;  but 
amid  all  the  turmoil  without, — stamp-!n-t>.  tea  riots,  ' 
Bunker  Hill  fights,  l)relHr;iticit)s  uf  InJrp.-mleiHc.  ' 
and  elections  of  Fresidenis, — the  Rev.  Mr.  Wibird 
eeeme  to  have  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  bia  way.  i 
His  eolleagae  during  the  ebsing  yean  of  his  minis* 
try  wrote  of  him  that  "ho  was  a  learned  man,  though  j 
in  bia  habit.s  sompwhnt  pcprntric,  and  withal  of  great 
dignity,  and  beloved  and  respected  by  his  people." 
He  was,  as  hia  name  implies,  a  genuine  New  Eng- 
lander,  also;  and  traditions  still  linger  among  the 
grandchildren  of  hi.«  parish ioners  touduug  the  dry, 
quaint  humor  with  which  lie  hsorvcd  on  men  nnd 
and  t  liiiiiTH.  He  was  never  marrii'd,  nor  was  anything 
beariug  his  name  over  put  in  type,  though  be  was 
once  ohosen  to  deliver  the  aannal  election  semon. 
He  was  ahont  sevt-n  yi'ars  older  tlian  .Tohn  Adsms, 
who  saw  a  pood  di'al  of  liiiu  during  the  years  while 
the  former  wiifi  pieking  up  a  practice  at  Braintree, 
and  in  llb^  the  active-minded  young  lawyer  wrote 
of  the  divine  that  his  soul  wss  lost  in  "dronish 
effinniiiacy/'  thou<:h  be  bad  "  his  mind  Stuffed  with 
remarks  and  stories  of  bnman  virtues  and  vices,  wis- 
dom and  folly,  etc."  On  vet  another  oecasion  he 
remarked  upon  Pardyu  Wibird's  popularity,  "  Ho 
plays  with  bohise  and  young  children  that  begin  to 
prattle,  and  taiha  with  (heir  mothers,  asks  them 
familiar,  plea.sant  questions  about  their  affection  to 
their  cliildren  ;  he  lias  a  familiar,  carelfs.s  wav  of  con- 
versing with  puuple,  men  and  wumen  ;  he  has  wit  and 
humor.** 

Before   Mr.  Wibird's  pastorate  oloaed  ho  was, 

tlir  uL'h  bcMlilv  infirmity,  disabled  from  preaching,  bo 
that  on  Feb.  5,  1800,  exactly  four  months  before  the 
paator's  death,  the  Rev.  Peter  Whitney  was  ordained 


as  his  oollesgoe.  Like  all  his  predeesssocs  in  that 

pulpit,  except  Tompson  and  Flynt,  Mr.  Whitney  was 
a  Harvard  graduate,  helon-^in'^  to  the  class  of  1T!'1, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  ordination  he  wafl  t)iirty-two. 
His  pastorsie  lasted  through  forty-three  years,  and 
during  it  the  separation  of  ehurah  and  state  took 
place  in  New  England.  Quiney  (own  and  prOOilMft 
were  divided.  Intellectually,  Mr.  Whitney  was  in  no 
way  remarkable;  a  worthy,  easy-going  divine  of  lil>- 
oral  tendencies,  while  Dr.  Siorrs,  of  the  Middle  Pre- 
cinct, held  his  ehnroh  and  its  people  Srmlj  to  tba 
strict  faith  of  the  fatb(>rs,  the  old  North  PreeiDOi — 
tlie  ehnrch  of  Wheelwright  and  Briant — was  sl!ow«l 
to  drift,  as  it  was  dt  and  proper  that  it  should,  quietly 
and  e:U)ily  in  Channing's  wake.  The  change  to  Uoita* 
nanism  was  then  almost  unnoticed,  and  in  1827  Mr. 
Whitney  was  able  r  i,  ord  that  "for  the  last  thirty 
voar.s  this  society  ha.*^  been  more  united,  perhaps,  than 
any  other  in  our  country.  No  '  root  of  bitterness'  has 
in  any  measure  sprung  up  t^  trouble  them ;  oooe  of 
that  ill-will  which  seetarianism  so  often  produces  baa 
been  found  among  them ;  nor  have  any  of  those 
80urc<?f*  of  division  arisen  which  in  so  many  "f  the 
town.s  of  New  England  have  out  the  happiest  societies 
asunder." 

These  words  wera  written  at  the  vwy  time  when 

the  old  epoch  had  come  to  a  natural  doM,  md  tho 

new  one  was  ahnut  to  heuiu.  The  silence  of  the  West 
Quincy  hill'*  wa.n  now  broken  by  the  sharp  ring  of  the 
sledge'  00  the  drill,  aud  loud  blasts  told  of  quarries 
fimn  which  gangs  of  busy  men  were  taking  huge 
blocks  of  stone  to  be  carried  off  on  the  newly-devi»ed 
railway,  wliieb,  opened  only  the  year  before,  was  daily 
examined  by  curious  vi.^itors  from  far  aud  near. 
Forces  destined  in  a  few  years  to  wholly  revolution ise 
the  town  were  thus  already  actively  at  wmrk.  Though 
the  mass  had  OOt  yet  boSB  odeh rated  in  Qaiocy,  and, 
indeed,  no  new  relifriotis  society  I' i  l  t  ti  orirunized 
there  for  more  than  a  century,  the  church  aud  the 
town  were  no  longer  one.  The  separation  bad  taken 
place  seven  yean  hofore.  Most  signillcant  of  ail,  the 
old  church  editco  of  1732,  in  which  three  whole  gob* 
enntion.s:  of  townspeople  had  worshiped  together  as 
one  civil  and  reiisrious  family, — ibis  plain,  wooden 
meeting-house  was  even  then  being  removed  to  give 
plaoe  to  that  more  pretentions  temple  of  etooe  whibh 
was  in  a  few  years  to  be  known  only  a^  the  church  of 
one,  and  not  the  most  nutnerons,  nf  tl[(>  balf-doteo 
relidotts  societies  into  which  the  people  of  the  town 
had  divided. 
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not  too  much  to  describe  it  an  the  corner-stone  of  the 
earlMHt  MiMMbMetts  polity.   Its  hnul  fMWgnilloii 
QUINCT— (Cbiif«'«iM«l)>  on  ib«  fiiBt  pagei  of  the  Braintiee  reoorda  waa  fit 

In  speakinn;  of  the  towu  of  Brtintrce,  then  Dcwiy  The  legal  inhabitnncy  of  the  lowu,  oioreovcr,  car- 
Inoorponted,  Capt.  Edwifd  Jofenaon,  in  hit**  Wonder-  '  riad  with  it  certain  rigbta  and  privileges  in  tbo  «Otto 
workiofE  ProTidenee/'  remarked :  **  Some  of  Boston  ,  moo  lands,  then  supposed  to  be  of  nino.  Porther 

retain  their  i^rtos  from  being  of  their  Town,  yet  do  on  these  will  be  more  particularly  referred  to.  Then 
tlioy  lyt*  within  their  bounds,  and  how  it  comen  to  paw?  came  in  the  question  of  the  snppt^rt  of  thf'  poor  and 
I  know  not."  It  will  aUo  be  remembered  that  at  the  the  helpless,  under  that  system  of  English  law  and  cus- 
timoof  thoinoorporatioo  two  thoosand  aoree  had  been  ,  torn  which  the  settlers  had  brought  over  with  them 
"set  apart  St  the  Moant"  for  tbonaoof  Boston,  in  the  '  as  their  rale  of  oondoet.  Every  one  had  a  right  to 
most  convenient  plaoe  unallotted."  For  several  ytiirs  insist  (in  being  kept  by  SOWe  one  from  Atarving  and 
thereafter  Boston  continued  to  make  allotments  in  freezing.  That  ri.Tht  was  established  by  li  ri  si- 
Braintree,  until  in  January,  1644,  a  tract  of  three  dence.  From  the  beginning,  therefore,  it  hm  been 
thousand  acres  was  granted  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,    matter  of  deep  concern  with  all  Massachusetts  towns 


and  othem  for  the  eneouragement  of  some  iron-works 

then  projected.    Thus  a  ijuartt  r  of  die  eolifS  towo- 


to  prevent  the  poor  and  dependent  from  beooming 
legal  inhabitants  within  their  limits.    This  is  Still  the 


ship,  larsre  as  it  was,  had  been  eilhtT  r*»8erved  to  case.    The  order  of  1641  was  intended  to  provide 

Boston,  or  set  aside  as  common  lands,  or  given  away  asr^inst  thi^  dnngcr.    Finally,  it  was  al.<<o  inten^led  to 

in  large  private  allotments.    It  has  already  been  j  mocl  iu  a  certain  degree  the  vexatious  question  pe- 

remarked  that  the  aetnsl  settlers  in  Braintree  ssem  |  onliar  to  Brsintree  of  non-resident  ownership.  The 

as  a  rule  to  have  been  poor  persons  who  received  people  of  the  t<twn  wished  to  piireliasc  umimg  them- 

small  grants  of  land.    On  these  fell  the  burden  of  sc1ve>  all  lands  ati'l  tmemrnls  otTcred  for  sale,  so  that 

the  town's  charges.  neither  land  nor  tenement  should  in  future  be  held  by 

Those  charges,  it  is  true,  were  in  the  earlier  period  any  one  who  did  not  actually  live  in  Braintree  and 

prseileally  limited  to  the  support  of  the  dergyman ;  share  in  its  parii^h  burdens. 

hut  a  eontribntion  of  £60  a  year  for  that  purpose  :  The  evil  of  non-residency  could  not  be  remedied 

was  a  heavy  burden  in  itself  and  nafiiniily  tlin  pxrmp-  in  tliis  wav.    Accordingly,  in  lti47  anotlier  attempt 

tion  of  th(?  Hn>t(in  iillot rnenis  from  their  share  of  was  inaiie  to  correct  if.     Tlpon  n  coinniutation  pay- 

the  charge  wa»  fruui  the  beginning  a  source  of  cunteti-  ment  of  £»U  in  live  equal  annual  instalments,  "  to  be 

tion.   The  arrangement  wsaone  whidi  ednld  not  pos-  |  msde  in  merohantahle  eom,  as  wheat,  rye,  piMS,  and 

last.  Aeoordiogly,  sn  order  was  pSSSSd,  ns  early  Indian,  at  fidy  shillings  in  •  aeh  of  theui,"  Boston 


as  1(141.  thnt  no  house  or  land  in  the  town  slioulil  au'reetl  that  all  land  owned  hy  iis  inhahitaiits  in 
be  sold  to  any  one  not  an  inhaiiitant  until  it  Braintree  should,  wltfn  laid  <iut  and  improved,  be 
bad  first  been  offered  to  "  the  men  uppuiuted  to  dis-  accounted  as  Braintree  luuds,  and  as  such  be  liable  to 
pms  of  town  affairs  ,**  and  in  ease  they  did  not  see  '  all  oommon  town  eharges.  But  this  agrssmeni,  also, 
it  to  parolisse,  it  could  then  be  sold  "  only  lo  snob  ss  |  failed  to  settle  the  question.  The  unsurveyed  and 
thn  townsmen  shall  approve  on."  Nor  eould  any  ■  unimproved  lands  next  became  the  bone  of  contention, 
one  Dot  received  as  an  itiliahitant  build  within  the  Inhabitants  of  Ronton,  cjoing  back  to  tho  loose  ;:ranta 
towu  iimiUi  without  permission.  In  the  cose  of  freely  made  in  earlier  times,  claimed  ownership.  A 
Brsintree  thb  rigomns  lestiietion  of  non-resident  i  vexatious  and  endless  litigation  seemed  imminent 
ownership  and  new  settlement  had  |«obahiy  a  four-  *  On  a  greatly  rednoed  scale,  it  was  the  question  which 
fold  object.  In  the  firft  place,  it  was  an  outgrowth  during  that  century  and  the  next  involved  England 
of  the  Antinomian  excitement  and  it«i  alien  law.  and  France  and  Spain  in  war  upon  war.  A  wilder- 
All  elements  of  civil  and  religious  discord  were  to  be  oess  was  in  dispute,  with  a  paper  title  set  up  against 
oduded.  Abovo  all  things,  the  peace  of  the  ohureh  I  aotual  occupancy.  Fortnnatdy  the  parties  to  thooon- 
«is  not  to  bo  distttthed.  Ohurbh  and  town  wura  |  fliot  were  not  in  a  porittoo  to  go  to  war ;  but  in 
one ;  «od  it  was  thns  reserved  for  the  members  of  the  '  January,  1698,  seventy  freeholders  of  Braintree 
chnreh  to  say  who  might  bp  inhabitants  of  thp  town,  formallv  and  in  writing  covenanted  one  with  another 
So  itupuriant  was  this  exclusive  power  centred  in  "  to  defend  our  ancient  rights,  and  oppose  in  a  course 
ehnrch  govemmfliit  and  diureh-membenbip,  that  it  is  '  of  law  those  and  all  those  that  sbsll  by  any  means 
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diatnrb,  molcat,  or  endnvor  to  diqKiM**  anj  of  tlieir 
qumber ;  and  they  promiBed  to  bear  as  a  common 
burden  all  charges  which  might  arise  ont  of  the  law- 

suit«  expect efi  to  ensue. 

This  dctermineii  front  nalurally  brought  about  a 
oompromiae,  and  io  the  year  1700  a  body  of  the  Brain- 
iree  fraeholdera  agreed  to  parohaae  all  the  waate  Uod 
within  the  town  limits  a  title  to  which  was  claimed 
by  inhahitiints  of  T?oston,  paying  therefor  £700  In 
order  to  effectually  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  non- 
neident  ezperienoe,  it  waa  at  the  aame  time,  and  at  a 
pnblie  meeting,  further  voted  that  no  pnrehawr  of 
these  laoda  should  make  any  conveyance  of  them  to 
any  outsider*.  "  thfreby  to  let  them  have  a  foothold 
or  interest  in  said  purchase  or  any  other  way.''  The 
pnrehaae-iuoiiuy  was  raised  by  Tolnntary  subscription 
throngh  the  elforta  of  an  aasoeiation  eonaiating  of  one 
hundred  inhabitants  of  Braintree,  and  the  Boston 
claims  finally  extincrHishcd.  It  was  notierahle,  also, 
and  characteristic  of  the  time  and  of  the  people,  that 
the  committee  of  the  town  of  Boaton  ajqpointed  to 
exceute  the  deed  Ibr  theae  lands,  and  to  receive  the 
pnrchasc-m  iiii  V  iherefor,  was  f\urther  instructed  to 
lay  out  the  .siiid  money  In  some  real  estate  for  the 
tuie  of  the  Public  laliu  School." 

Thas  ended  a  oontrovemy  the  importanee  of  whieh 
to  Braintree  cannot  be  exaggerated.  It  involved  a 
vital  question, — that  of  a  Bxed  rent  charge  to  be  for- 
ever paid  by  the  actual  occupant  of  land  to  a  technical 
owner.  Englbh  and  Irish  experience  bad  sought  to 
repeat  itself  on  new  soil.  From  the  time  of  Kiog 
James'  grants  to  the  Viiginia  companies  in  1606 
downwards,  one  grantee  after  another  of  la^e  tracts  of 
Aroericnn  wilderne!«s  had  tliiiii_'ht  to  socnro  forever 
some  annual  return  from  thctn,  }wl  as  English  ad- 
venturers and  court  favorites  had  secured  aimtlar  re- 
turns from  the  grants  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
Henry  VIII.,  and  Elisabeth.  The  idea  was  to  trans- 
plant tht!  n  ud.il  system  (o  Anicrii  a.  TIil-  ftitare 
increase,  at  least,  in  land  value  wa»  tu  be  appropriated. 
A  succeaeiou  of  organized  ctfortii  were  made  to  bring 
this  about.  These  eflbrts  also  were  authorised  by 
the  king,  and  the  greatest  namea  in  England  were 
ajwociatcd  with  them.  For  instance,  on  Stindav.  the 
2Dtli  of  June,  1G23,  eleven  men  met  together  in  a 
room  at  Greenwich,  near  Loudon.  King  James  was 
present  with  them.  A  small  map  of  New  Bngland 
wa>^  laiil  u|iuii  a  taMe.  On  thai  nia|)  the  whole  c»a>t 
from  till-  St.  (Vnix  to  Buosanl^^  Bay  liad  heen  divided 
off  by  lines  iuio  ibrty  parts  not  unequal  in  ^'m\  Thn 
elevcD  men  then  drew  two  lots  each,  the  iut^  repre- 
sentii^  divisions  on  the  map.  They  thus  parceled 
oat  New  England.    One  duke,  two  marquiaas,  six 


earls,  a  viscount,  three  barons,  and  nineteen 
were  parties  to  the  arraniiLment.  Kin^  Jatnt'S  dies 
the  lot  for  Buckin;^liam,  who  chanced  not  to  Ik?  pres- 
ent. The  region  in  which  Braintree  and  Quincy  lies 
fell  to  Lord  Gorges.  The  Earl  of  Warwick  drew 
Cape  Ann. 

Thia  and  many  other  similar  attempta  wete  made 
to  introduce  into  New  England  the  system  which 
Stron^how  had  introdnwl  info  Ireland  four  centuries 
and  a  halt  before.  Tttat  these  attempts  failed  was,  it 
may  safely  be  asserted^  the  making  of  the  New  Bog- 
land  pe(q?le.  The  oeenpants  of  the  soil  became  the 
owners  of  it.  Paying  no  rent,  what  they  would  under 
anothfr  «vstcm  liave  bwn  ftsreed  to  pay  f>^  rent 
maioed  with  them ;  and  it  represented  that  slow  io- 
cresse  of  substanoe  whieb  built  up  the  oomDunii^. 
The  increased  value  which  the  laborer's  toil  gave  to  the 
land  belonged  to  the  toiler,  and  not  to  his  landlord. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  dimi'^.s  in  ilctail  the  cause 
of  the  failure  of  these  attempts.  That  failure  was 
probably  due  to  natural  economical  infloenoea ;  tat  \t 
dearly  was  not  due  to  any  prejudlee  agaliMl  the  sys- 
tem itself  in  the  minds  of  the  early  aettlers.  The 
Hllotuients  at  "the  Mount'  nflard  conclusive  evidence 
ou  that  point.  Landlordism  depeuds  on  a  monopoly 
of  hnd  \  and  it  waa  the  abundance  of  ebeap  landi^ 
combined  with  the  want  of  aeeumnlated  oapUal, 
which  made  such  a  monopoly  impoa9>I«  in  America. 
But  while  fhi*<  is  true  of  the  eoMntrv  as  n  whole,  it  i? 
not  true  of  Braioiree.  The  net  of  the  law  wu 
thrown  over  tbc  people  there  io  1637,  when  provisMia 
waa  fint  made  for  a  ehureh,  and  again  in  1640,  whea 
a  town  was  ineorjioraiod.  From  that  net  tbc  people 
had  to  extricate  thenj-.'lv<  ^,  The  airreement  of  Jan. 
10,  1(!98,  was  accordingly  their  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence of  landlordism.  The  contract  of  26th  Jaa- 
nary,  1700,  waa  the  recognition  of  that  independeaee. 
The  long  struggle  between  the  paper  claimants  of 
the  f  ill  nn  the  one  side  and  its  actual  occnpfmt*  on 
the  other  side  runs  through  sixty  years  of  the  town 
records.  It  was  ouly  an  episode  in  the  history  of  as 
insignificant  New  England  village,  and  as  such  is 
neath  the  notioe  of  history.  Yet  it  had  great  hllto^ 
ical  significance.  In  a  natural  way,  nil  uncnnscii^u?!/ 
to  those  composing  it,  a  single  member  in  a  t  oiuiuuQiiJ 
of  towns  was  asserting  itself  in  the  line  of  ouididoo 
development. 

Meanwhile  tiie  freeliolders  bad  been  called  upoate 
jKi^s  tliroiiiili  aiiotlier  experience  in  the  .'iame  matter 
of  title.  At  tlie  time  this  seems  to  have  oocasiooed 
no  little  alarm  ;  but  it  reads  now  like  a  burlesque  on 
those  naiiooal  claims  then  ao  freely  asserted  sal 
bloodily  argued.   In  August,  1665,  eertnin  inhabit- 
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nUVa  of  (^niocj,  OD  behalf  of  the  whule,  took  ot  the     to  tbUdftjr.  .  .  .         lath«r'i<  shoppc,  nbo  wn»  n  oibler,  would 

Indian  deMeoduta  of  Chnkatobnt  a  d«ed  of  the  »»»*jr         bimwith  hii  sr..  .  ke«.bow.  An.iqf  • 

Bmnt«««  towDship.  duly  aigned  and  aetlcd,  with  da.  „j  4^., ^ 

lirery  "by  turf  and  twig."    It  wa«  probably  done  iM.y  boo  iiaih  gotten  »  Mai.tcr nhippe.  The  vast  tmct  of 

in  excess  of  omnon,  as  a  maniment  nf  title  in  the  '"od  >>•  iD*kM  luab  »  pulbv  aboat  U  a  mac*  Utopia,  or.  If 

controversy  wuli  liostoo  (hen  going  on.    Among  the  • 

.   .  ^  .  ,      ,  _      ,  rc;\  li  :ln'  fu  n  huixireilth  imrt.  .  .  .  The  l>o<]y  of  tbc  tnwn  iiro 

eight  graoteas  was  otm  Rtohatd  Thayar.   By  nrtae  ^  ^li.f.ctioa  wiiu  ib«  p re«nt  G«.ernm.ut 

of  thu  Indian  deed,  Thayer,  in  1682,  laid  elaim  for  (tliai«r  Charlw  11.),  and  lo«k«  at  th«mMl««>  aabawly  tm- 

himself  to  the  whole  township,  and  actaally  petitioned  «iuee<i  hj-  Thayer'*  reports.  Who«o  card*,  h.ui  ttny  u-vn  good, 

the  Privv  Council  to  have  the  property  put  in  his  b** ''"J                               fraad.  ai.a  i:.Uoho„a  to  belpa 

,      ,       r    1            ■      1      I  •      1      1        t  biin  out."   A*  to  hi«  oomplaiatof  lba"utler  raiB^broachtaB 

bandfl.    in  Uui  petition  be  claimed  to  have  looe  en-    u:  ir  »i  r    1    .»  .    .        .  i  •       1  . 

f.  blinseir  and  rmuilr,  (tio  rutnuiMtnintt  M.'ortcd  rigorously  tbat 

joyed  quiet  posaeaaiwi  by  Tirtfte  of  his  Indian  deed,  1  ha  bad  bmaght  it  iipnu  binuelf,  "having  expended  that  little 
bni  that  mora  raeaotlyi  **  under  pratence  of  an  imagin-  |  Mtat*  be  htid  in  contaaiioa  moA  litifcntiun,"  no  muking  biiai^ 
ary  line,"  the  Maaaadwaettj!  colonv  had  usurped  '''•^°»«**«»""*"''"P'"'«'^"^'"''«- ••  • 

....  11.  1    <  •     *  fni       ^         .     and  «an  Snd  nothini;  fur  bi*  Krine  but  by  this  wuy  of  lyioft 

jurisdiction   and   ai.'»pf>«ij«e«»rd    intu.    Tn-'    riciH  ra      „,  i.   .  i.-       .   ,  1  .    •.   •  , 

■*  '  »n<l  roronncinf;  nbnul  hi-  vu-t  'iiiiiiitH'  iiK  8U<1  torritoriu^  of 

Court  bad  then,  he  asserted,  disallowed  the  deed,  and    Unds,  plantatiani,  and  t««rn»  to  proiecute  bi«  fietitiotu  olaitat, 
leAned  to        hin  hn  appeal  to  the  king.    Acoord-  ;  «bila  U»  wife  and  hmXlj  lira  la  lordid  povarty  at  born*." 
ingly,  having  now  been  driven  from  hia  property  *<  to  ' 

hi-^  hitter  Ridn,"  he  made  hiaanieal  in  pcnton.  The  town  spoke  in  thia  way  of  Richard  Thayer 

The  Privy  Council  in  dtip  course  rcfi  rivJ  iIk-  paper  not  withnnt  reason.  The  authnritics  had  become  ac- 
to  the  C!ommittee  of  Trade  and  PiautationM,  and  it  ^uuiuied  with  him  and  bis  ways  during  King  Philip's 
was  by  tben  sent  to  Joaeph  Dudley  and  John  Rich-  |  war,  when,  in  company  with  asTeitl  otbeia,  ht  was 
ards,  the  agents  of  the  colony  in  London,  to  report  I  iotprcasod  from  Bmintree.  There  was  a  aort  of  ad- 
thereon.  Hasaadinsetts  at  this  time  was  not  in  favor  ;  vanced  station,  or  pidcet-poit,  in  Bridgawater,  of 
at  eonrt.  and  it  was  impossible  to  know  what  secret  which  Thayer  had  charge,  and  he  »>f>n  proved  him- 
influenccs  might  be  at  work  behind  a  distant  and  t>elf  a  tiuoroua  braggart.  He  evidently  belonged  to 
all-p(nrefflbl  tribonal  like  the  Privy  Council.  The  s  clsss  peonKar  neither  to  that  tiae  nor  to  New  £ng- 
freeholders  of  the  town  aaeni,  aooordingly,  10  have  land,--noiBy,  seheniiag  men  of  great  pretension  snd 


been  grsntly  stirred  up  when  tiding  reached  them  of  |  small  performance.  As  a  soldier,  he  kept  the  eountry 

thi«  Tiew  nssault  An  addn  ss  to  tln'  king  was  nt  onee  in  a  state  of  continuous  alarm,  and  wa«!  always  scout- 
prepared  and  "  subscribed  by  an  hundred  and  thirty-  iug  to  no  purpose.  Nor  did  he  forget  at  the  end  of 
fenr  haods  out  of  this  small  town,  consistilig  of ,  the  war  to  bring  in  what  in  thoee  days  was  looked 
ninrty  or  a  hundred  familiea  at  the  naoat."   The  re-  I  upon  as  an  exorbitant  bill  for  estia  aervioes,  which  the 

tuonstrance  which  accompanied  this  address  scorns  to  military  committee  of  the  town  promptly  disallowed, 
have  been  final,  for,  in  Janu  irv.  ]CtH?>.  Dudley  and  Returning  to  the  question  of  tlic  town  landji,  the 
Kicbarda  filed  their  answer,  in  obedience  to  the  order  matter  of  title  being  disposed  of,  it  remains  to  speak 
of  the  Council,  and  it  seems  to  have  ended  tbc  Thayer  of  the  commons.  In  the  ori|^naI  Braiotree  there 
daira.  But  the  renonstrance  of  the  town  was  a  high  ly  were  three  of  these,  comprising  some  fifteen  hundred 
characteristie  document  It  was  not  only  illustrative  '  aerea  in  all,  and  known  as  tho  South  and  North  Com- 
of  the  people  and  tiuics.  liiit  it  is  >lltt  i  iitcrlaining  mons  and  the  ministerial  lands.  When  it  is  said  that 
reading.  It  was  drawn  up  appareniiy  l>v  (%>I.  Ed-  the  settlers  of  Ma.ssaehii!<etts  were  as  a  body  common 
mnnd  Quincy,  that  "true  New  England  man,"  who  ,  people  of  the  purest  English  blood,  much  naturally 
died  Jan.  8, 1698.  Thayer'a  history,  character,  and  j  Ibllowa.  The  English  are  a  tenadons  race,  not  caelly 
belongings  are  there  deM-i  il<t^^d  with  much  particularity.  ■  adapting  tlunrI^<•lVes  t^i  new  condition*^.    They  brought 


It  is  declared  untma  that  he  to  New  Knul  iU'l.  iIkti  fure.  tui:t-tiier  with  their  lan- 

guage and  iiiiuiiies  and  household  stuHs,  a  mass  of 
"waaliato  Naw  BaglaBd"  in       f  buthii  agraad  that  "bi.    ^^^^^^         ^  ^^^^^  ^^  j,,^  g^^^^ 

*wy  poor  rtitnor.  with  eight  jtonr  children,  or  which  this  TUoli-  ■   .  *  IT*        r\~-    !•         J  T       L  »•  l 

aid  wiu  one,  came  two  and-f  .rty  year*  ag    in  exoet.iing  ineuu  I  ^»'»8»  OCSWUn  and  lOO,  but  WCrS  llttlO  ap. 

and  low  condition,  and  wa«  cufTored  to  eojuurn.  ua  a  pour  man     pHcablo  tO  the  OCW  SUntOUnding^.     Of  thcSO 


aad»tr»a(af,ia»r«m9taaa4  abwara  partof  Iba  tova  oBtill  b«  and  customs  many  yet  remain  in  the  more  remote 
»i««atartil  ta  pnrebw,  only  fear  «er«a  of  Und,  which  at  tbat  ^^.j,;^  f^r-otten  communal 

u;ii.  ;in  !  m  iliai        •,-  might  bo  buaght  for  a  rrrv  siniill  unit-  «•       i      i  i-i-         »      •         •  r. 

t*r,  yet  «or«  than  the  poor  man  wa<  able  or  willing  to  pay.  ^^^^^  ^f  early  German  life.  Antiquaruins  from  Ume 
Tba  (laaior,  y*t  liviag  with  u,  aew  Milcb  ha  b  aat  paid  fbr  It  •  to  time  come  aorom  them,  and  when  they  do  80  they 
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afe  apt  to  expatiate,  as  if  it  were  matter  of  inrpriaeybiiB  **  a  piooe  of  land  to  pat  a  home  upon  on  the  < 
that  the  ffnt  settlers,  io  brio^og  with  them  their  (  mon."   Tho  lawla  wen  then  leased  to  others,  andtlie 

Saxon  tongue,  also  linniLrht  tlicir  Saxon  village  ways,  rent  applied  to  the  support  of  the  school.  But  this 
Yet  Buch  wn«.  thr  nid.  They  not  only  brought  those  plan  of  improreDient  failed  in  it.<  turn.  The  lessee* 
wajs,  but,  niicT  dieir  natures,  they  were  slow  to  see  complained  bitterly  of  trespasses  and  eocroachmeoti, 
that  10  many  respects  sneh  ways  did  not  lit  into  their  I  fioallj  tbrowiog  their  leaae  up.  In  thnr  memorial 
new  life.  In  the  matter  of  town  eommons,  for  Id*  ■  they  partlonlarly  refemd  to  om  opeo  wny  whidh  had 
stance,  the  original  settlors  came  from  a  country  in  been  recently  laid  out  through  these  lands  ;  and  thej 
which  all  the  land  was  occupit*!  to  a  country  in  which,  n>h]  t\v.\\.  "  althoiicrh  we  repeatedly  attempted  to 
ezucpt  iu  choice  localities,  land  hardly  repaid  the  fence  against  the  same  by  a  sufiBcieot  stooo  wall,  jet 
eoat  of  feneiog.  The  cnltivator  could  certainly  afford  \  we  were  aa  often  prevented  by  eertaiu  unitDOWO  evil- 
to  pay  no  rent.   Consequently  the  Braintree  com-  j  minded  jpenom,  iriKS  ts  fiat  as  we  bailt  np  the  wall 


moDS,  like  those  of  most  other  towns,  early  proved  a 
source  of  quanol  and  rpxation.  The  privilege  of 
taking  stone,  timber,  and  thatch  off  of  those  com- 
mons, ss  well  ss  pasturing  cows  upon  them*  was  long 
legarded  as  Tatuable.  Itwasoneof  theadmntagesper^ 
tainiog  to  legal  inhabitancy.  A>  early  as  1 046  a  vote 
wa<t  passed,  and  now  stands  upon  tin'  record,  author- 
izing legal  iuhabitaots  to  take  timber  off  the  commons 


by  day,  did  in  the  night-time  throw  the  same  dom 

again." 

Under  these  circumstances  both  the  lessees  and  the 
town  were  discouraged.  However  it  might  be  in  Eng- 
land, the  remains  of  the  communal  land  syatenn,  faeyood 

the  limits  of  a  training-field  and  graveyard,  were  not 
productive  of  witi>niPtory  results  in  Massachusetts.  It 
was  accordingly  proposed  that  the  oommoos  should  he 


for  any  use  io  the  town,  hot  imposing  a  penalty  of  five  sold ;  and  this  quflstioo  divided  the  town  fc»r  yean, 
shillings  a  ton  on  any  sold  out  <^  the  town.  For  years  just  as  it  hss  nnee  divided  the  FarHament  of  Omt 
votes  of  a  similar  character  were  from  time  to  time  Britaiu  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The 
reeonl«»d,  especially  in  regard  to  stone  for  biiildiiiL'  problrai  which  Burke  and  Benton  debated  on  a  large 
material.  Theo,  not  satisfied  with  the  commons  they  ,  scale  was,  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  before  tliey  were 
had  withm  thmr  own  limits,  with  genuine  Angh»-  j  bom,  disoosaad  in  the  Bndntree  town-meetingp.  Jobs 
Saxon  land>huDgcr,  a  number  of  the  Braintrse  free-  I  Adams  has  told  the  rest  of  the  story : 


holders  petitioned  the  General  Court  in  1666  for  a 

grant  of  six  tboiisanJ  nere«  elsewhere.  The  reason 
they  assigned  was  (hat  the  town  lands  were  worn  out, 


"  In  l"fi3  or  1764  the  town  voted  to  Hell  tlioir  r>iaroon  Imo'li. 
This  liud  b«en  »  •aky««t  of  eoBivotion  fur  inan/  jr«*rf.  Tb* 
south  paritb  was  tMloua,  and  tbe  aii<ldl«  pariah  maeh  indlaei 

to  tll<_'  m1i- :  tin'  ihjI  ill  (ijiri  ^li  n  ;i-  a;;jiii-t  it.     Tllo  l»D<j«  in  their 

and  could  not  afford  them  a  eomfortable  support;  but  ^^^^^  aituaiion  appe.rct  to  me  of  very  liitie  utility  u>  th, 
it  was,  in  Jhct,  an  outbreak  of  the  general  and  indis*   pnuio^rto  iniliTidiuii*;  itwtortlM  eanof  profH«t«ra  wbmn 


crimioate  land-appropriation  fever  which  then  and 
ever  "sincn  has  prevailed  in  Anu  rica.  'I'lic  pi-tifion 
was  granted,  and  the  six  tliousand  acres  as»«igncd. 
Nothing  more  was  then  done  in  the  matter  for  half  a 
eentttiy,  when  another  generation  had  the  curiosity 
to  look  the  titl>-  up,  anJ,  fimliii^'  it  »till  good,  they 
got  the  grant  located  in  Worcester  County ;  and  ni 
last,  but  not  until  1757,  tbe  town  of  New  Braintree 
was  organized  from  it. 


tlipj  should  bocoine  private  property,  tbey  wml  l  pn.tisb'j  be 
better  managed  mad  more  {troduelive.  My  opinKni  ntu-  lu  uvor 
of  tha  ialc.  Tbe  town  iww  adapted  the  measure,  »ppoiDie>l  Mr 
Nilef,  Mr.  Ba«t>,  uud  me  to  «urTp.v  the  Unda,  divide  theai  iolo 
lota,  to  ifvil  tbcm  b;  auoiioo,  and  cxaeaie  deeds  of  thea  la  le' 
bair  or  tbetowa." 

TIlis  was  scoordingly  done,  and  ao  element  of  dis- 
cord nnd  jnbberv  was  once  for  all  removed  from  town 
affairs.  Perhaps  the  moat  singular  circumstaot^  cob- 
nccted  with  the  subsequent  fate  of  the  North  Oonh 


Mwnwhile,  year  by  year  the  townsmen  were  called  |  mon  was  that  a  hrge  pottioo  of  it,  induding  that  le- 


upon  to  take  action  cither  to  defend  or  to  inii>rovi>  the 
town  lainlrs.  In  KKii  a  part  of  them  were  fenced  in. 
and  litigation  eu!«ued.  Then,  in  1C82,  a  committee 
was  instructed  to  lease  a  portion  to  Heojamiu  Tomp. 
son,  the  schoolmaster,  and  son  of  the  flnt  minister,  for 
a  term  of  twelve  yesfs.  Then,  in  1699,  it  was  again 
voted  that  tlir:  town  "  vvduld  ntnml  by  the  persons 
wlio  bavt'  tlic  town  Lauds  lea.'^d  to  thorn,  iu  defend- 
ing lliem  from  Mr.  Tompsou,  their  late  Schoulmastt^r, 
they  paying  rent  of  aaid  Land  to  tbe  Town  Treasurer 


gion  immcinoiially  known  as  Mount  Ararat,  in  which 

tlif  leadinir  stone- quarries  bare  since  been  developed, 
wa.H  afterwards  bought  by  John  Adams  himself.  To- 
wards the  cod  of  bis  life  he  deeded  it  l»ek  to  the  tows 
in  endowment  of  an  academy.   It  has  always  hees 

locally  known  sa**the  common,"  and  the  reats  re- 
ceived from  it  for  pastuntire  and  rii'lit  of  ipiarry 
have  again  in  this  way  been  appropriated  to  school 
purposes. 

Like  most  primitive  settlements  whioh  are  set 


for  the  proNOt  seboor*  Tbmpson  also  had  given  to  '  themselves  seminal^ike  Boston,  Sslem,  and 
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mooth, — Bimiotree  grew  op  ooturallj  at  certain  more 
frvond  or  fertile  points  oo  the  liae  of  ft  toeia  I 

thoroughfare  which  connected   places  beyond 
limits.    In  thia  case  the  thorou^'lifiire  connectt-d  the 
Massachusetts  and  the  Plymouth  eoluuies,  and  the 
line  followed  h;  it  waa  dictated  in  advance  by  the  laj  , 
of  the  lend,  tbe  {K^nte  of  ferriage  or  forditqi,  end  the  j 
ooune  of  the  brooks.   The  const ruutioa  of  e  great ' 
coast  road  from  Ncwburv,  on  tlic  Merrimac.  to  Hine;- 
ham — the  norihcni  ami  soutliiTii  limits  of  thp  Ma«.«:i- 
cbusetts  Bay  coluuy — had  l>eeu  ordered  by  i«peeial 
vote  of  the  General  Court  in  November,  1639,  two  ! 
months  after  the  Braininv}  cbttfdl  was  gathered.  | 
Those  deputed  to  lay  out  the  new  roail  were  em-  ^ 
powprpd  tn  do  so  whiTcvcr  it  ni^-l't     l>ee  most  con- 
rcuieui,  uolvvuhacuudiug  auy  muu  h  propriety,  or  any  , 
oome  gnraod,  ao  as  it  oeeatloa  not  the  poling  downe 
of  any  man's  house  or  laying  open  any  garden  or  ' 
orcliurd."     Its  width  was  not  specified,  ("Xt-cpt  in  the 
common  lands  or  where  the  lands  was  wTt  and  miry  ; 
ti  was  there  to  be  six,  eight,  and  even  teu  rod»  wide.  ^ 
At  iiat  designed  to  eooneei  all  tbe  outlying  coast  ^ 
towns  of  the  Massaehitsetts  Bay  with  Boston,  it  j 
naturally  was  almost  immediately  continued  along  the 
shore  to  Plymouth.    South  of  Rnsfon  it  doabtles? 
followed  almost  exactly  the  old  Indian  trail,  (>et4iug 
tbe  Ibrds,  avoiding  morasses,  clinging  to  the  uplands, 
and  skirting  the  mogh,  wooded  hnghls.   Thn  trail ! 
in  due  oouiae  of  time  was  succeeded  by  the  blazed  i 
way,  axe-marks  on  the  bark  of  trees  supplying  for  ' 
the  settler  thoae  more  subtle  iodicatioos  which  bad 
pointed  out  his  path  to  the  savage.    The  earliest 
Enropeans,  iilKs  Aldernaa,  of  Bear  Cove,  in  1634, 
made  thetr  jonmcys  on  foot,  and  groped  their  way 
from  tree  to  tree.    The  biased  trail  was  shortly  suo- 
oeeded  by  the  bridle-patb,  which  was  little  more 
than  the  Umed  tnil  iMds  pssanble  to  tomoMO,  so  j 
that  only  at  eertain  points  was  the  rider  fiireed  to  | 
lismount  and  lead  his  steed  over  difficult  ground. 
The  highway  was  beginniu;?  tn  talco  ihapo.    Natu-  i 
rally,  these  indpieot  roads  were  far  from  straight,  and 
in  following  them  SMoy  ftnoa  and  gates  had  to  be 
Jtmi.  They  were,  io  iaot,  little  more  tlian  a  sve-  . 
cession  of  farm  lanes  running  through  dSMTSd  and  [ 
fCTced  lands,  and  open  otilv  throuu'b  iln'  comnions, 
(iradnally  theae  farm  lanes  were  fenced  in  and  the  ' 
ban  and  gates  renwved,  until  at  Ust  the  lanes  were  j 
Mm  or  less  stn^tsnsd  out,  and  made  publie  ways,  j 

Such  being  the  general  prooeas,  the  date  of  the 
laying  out  of  any  particular  street,  or  the  fact  that  i 
originally  it  passed  the  gate  or  house  of  Goodman  | 
^his  ec  Deacon  That,  is  of  interMt  only  as  affecting  j 
titles  or  to  those  dwelling  upon  it   In  hlsfany  it  is  ' 


mere  cumbersome  detail.  That  only  is  of  interest  now 
whieh  bears  on  the  progress  of  eerly  derdopsaeat ; 

md  the  genesis^  <>f  the  Massachusettss  town  roadi  can 
be>t  be  Htudied  in  the  history  of  one  of  them.  The 
main  thoroughfare  thrott'.:h  Uraintree,  connecting  it 
with  Boston,  is  fairly  typical. 

In  a  direet  line  the  oentre  of  the  North  Precinet 
wss  hut  little  more  than  seven  miles  from  Boston 
stone ;  and  the  devious  character  of  the  colonial 
ways  i.s  well  illustrated  hy  the  tact  that  the  great  coast 
road  of  lti3Sj  increased  thia  seven  miles  to  ten.  It 
followed  in  some  degree  the  line  of  the  hay  shore  in 
order  to  avoid  the  difficult  Blue        formation,  and 

yet  it  was  foree<l  to  make  a  long  detour  to  jrn  around 
the  creeks  and  lu.irsheat  which  everywhere  indent  the 
coast.     But  the  Neponsot  Kiver  wan  the  great  ubstacle 

to  he  oveieome ;  and  for  more  than  twenty  years  that 
puny  stream  aeema  to  hare  de6ed  every  colonial 
effort  at  reliable  crossing.  Indeed,  the  futile  aitcmpfs 
to  effect  one  afford  perhaps  m  clear  an  insiu'lit  'h  can 
be  obtained  into  the  procons  through  which  ilxc  ruad 
development  of  New  England  was  gradnally  worked 
out. 

The  matter  of  a  reliable  public-way  crossing  of  the 
Neponsct  first  received  the  attention  of  the  G«  neral 
Court  in  1684,  the  year  in  which  Boston  had  "  en- 
largement at  Monnt  Woolliston."  Nr.  brad  Stoogh- 
ton  was  then  granted  liberty  to  hnSd  a  mill,  weir, 
and  bridge  at  the  river's  lower  falls.  Five  months 
later,  at  the  next  s<»«sion  of  the  court,  an  exclusirc 
mill  privilege  on  the  Neponaet  was  granted  to 
Stoughtou,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  agreed  to  make 
and  keep  in  repair  a  snlEdent  horse-bridge  over  the 
said  river."  The  building  of  this  bridge  was  an 
important  event  in  the  history  of  the  colony, — n.«<  im- 
portant as  was  the  building  of  the  St.  Louis  bridge 
aeraas  the  Mimonri  in  the  history  of  the  nation  mors 
than  two  eenturies  later.  Indeed,  the  earlier  effort  at 
oonstmetion  taxed  mneh  tbe  more  severely  of  the 
two  the  resources  of  the  community  which  atteinjited 
it.  Father  of  a  son  more  famous  than  himself,  and 
whose  name  in  eonneetlm  with  the  qnalnt  and  ven- 
erable hall  which  perpetnatea  hie  memory  is  a 
boasehold  word  among  the  graduates  of  Harvard 
College,  Israel  Stoughton  was  a  man  of  enterprise 
and  substance.  In  the  summer  of  lt)34  he  built  on 
the  Nepooaet  the  mill  at  whieh  wss  ground  the  ihnb 
bnshsl  of  eom  ever  gronnd  by  wat«r-power  in  New 
Eniiland.  This  prototype  of  all  the  busy  water* 
whceh*  in  New  England  stood  at  the  foot  uf  Miltnn 
Hill,  on  the  Dorchester  side  of  the  stream,  in  the 
midst  of  a  wildernesi;  for  it  was  four  milee  from 
any  aettlement  on  the  north,  while  to  the  southward 
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WaisagiuBet  «w  the  ncBrasl  inhtbited  place.  There 
was  DO  road  to  it,  and  in  1634  (he  bridge  at  Stougb-  i 

ton's  mill  was  j)rohably  iiulc  more  than  a  sucocfision  , 
of  lops  thrown  from  rock  to  rock  across  the  stream, 
affording  pa^isage  to  people  on  foot  aloue.    lu  the 
aatttiao  of  that  year  the  blazed  trail  aamt  to  have 
beea  converted  into  a  bridle-tiMb ;  for  the  town  of  I 
Dorchester  then  ordered  a  road  made  to  the  mill,  and 
voted  till'  >nn)  of  fiv<>  pounfis  with  which  to  mriki-  it. 
This  amouiiu-d  lo  a  little  over  one  pound  a  mile  fur  a 
road  through  a  wildemeas,  and  it  »aa  intended  to 
make  m  trail  paemhle  for  horaei,  ao  that  those  having 
corn  to  be  ground  could  get  access  to  the  mill  by  . 
land  a.s  well  as  wati-r.    Siu-li  was  the  beginning  of  the  ' 
Plj'raouth  road  through  Dorchester.  j 

Houni  Wollaaton  was  now  annexed  to  Boston,  and  ■■ 
a  aamber  of  allotnents  made  there.   The  need  of  a  | 
land  route  between  the  two  places  began  to  make  : 
itfM^lf  felt.     AccordiriuK.  in  ItKlf),  John  HnilaiiJ,  n 
wealthy   and    enterprit,uig   Dorchester  man,  was 
antboriied  Co  keep  a  ferry  betweso  what  is  now 
Oonmerdal  Point  and  a  eieok  on  the  oppcaice  shore, 
charging  four  pence  for  the  carriage  of  each  passen- 
ger, or  three  pcn<'e  earh  in  case  there  was  more  than 
one  passenger.    There  were  not  passengers  enough 
to  make  the  business  of  carry  ing  them  a  paying  one, 
and  this  ferry  was  soon  discontinaed.  The  next  ^ 
attmnpA  was  made  at  a  point  higher  up  the  stream,  j 
and  by  Bray  Wilkins.  who  tlu  n  dwelt  on  the  Ncpon- 
set,  but  8ubsci|uetilly  moved  to  Salem,  where  he  lived 
into  the  next  century,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety*two.  ' 
Ten  yearn  before  his  death.  Bray  Wilkins,  being  then 
eighty-two,  rode  down  to  Boston,  with  his  wife  on 
the  pillion  behind  him,  to  pa«s  -■leetion  week.  Up 
then  visited  Dorchester,  and  had  an  experience  which 
led  to  bb  afterwards  playing  a  wretched  part  in  the 
hideoos  witdiorall  mania.   This  was  years  later ;  and  { 
now,  in  11)38,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight    he  was 
ambitious  of    being  u  ferryman.    Aeeoniinu'ly,  he 
got  permission  to  set  up  a  house  of  entertainment  and 
to  ply  across  the  Neponset,  between  the  lauding  at 
the  head  of  what  is  now  Granite  Mdgs,  on  the  | 
Dorchester  side,  and  the  tongue  of  upland  which,  | 
tinder  the  name  of  "  the  rid;^e,"  makes  out  across 
the  uiarshe.s  to  the  river's  bunk  un  the  opposite  shore. 
This,  from  the  rate  of  fare  established  lor  it,  w»t>  . 
known  as  the  "  penny  ferry."   It  was  intended  for  I 
the  OODveynnce  of   fool   passengers,  and,  indeed, 
owing  to  the  flats  in  the  river's  bed,  could  have  been 
used  only  when  the  tide  was  partially  uji.    Like  its 
predeeesvor  further  down  the  stream,  it  soon  proved  a 
failure,  and  was  disoontinaed. .  ' 

After  this  time  there  was  do  feny  at  all  seross  the  ' 


river,  ss  no  one  ooald  be  indoeed  to  undertake  tke 
charge  of  one  nolees  be  was  foniabed  with  a  boois, 

land,  and  boat  at  the  public  cost.  This  method  of  over, 
coming  the  difficulty  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  the  time ;  and  so  the  Court,  in  apparent 
despair,  refbrred  the  matter  to  Hr.  John  Glover,  wha 
lived  on  the  eonth  «idB  of  the  river,  in  what  was  tbea 
a  part  of  Dorchester.  From  the  position  of  his  farm 
Glover  stood  inueh  in  need  of  the  ferry,  and  accord- 
iogly  he  kept  up  an  agitation  of  the  matter ;  so  now 
the  Court  empowered  him  to  grant  the  ferry  to  any  od« 
who  oonid  be  induced  to  take  it  Ibr  a  lorm  of  ssvca 
years,  or  else  to  take  it  himsdf,aDd  hisheireB,ashi> 
owne  inheritcnce  r>rever.'' 

Four  years  more  passed  away,  and  the  problem  of 
erosNag  ibe  Nepoaset  wss  still  nasolved.  Mr.  Otovsr 
did  nothing.  Yet  the  difienlty  was  one  snrs  is 
time  to  force  its  own  solodon,  for  the  river  had  to  k 
crossed  by  every  one  journeying  over  the  great  coast 
road.  Under  the  order  of  1639  any  town  guilt/ 
of  a  default  ia  the  eoastmetion  of  so  macih  of  tfaii 
road  as  lay  withio  its  limits  rsndsfsd  itself  t» 
a  fine  of  five  pounds.  In  view  of  its  long  oeglect  t^ 
build  a  bridge,  measures  were  taken  to  etifuree  this 
penalty  against  Durehester.  The  town  then  peiitiooed 
the  court  ibr  a  remission  of  the  line.  This  was  allowed 
in  May,  1652,  but  only  on  oondition  that  the  brUffi 
should  be  constructed  according  to  law,  within  thist 
months,  "  and,  if  nut.  tlic  >aid  fine  to  take  place  a<v 
cording  to  the  court  order,  the  making  of  such  brid^«* 
over  such  rivers  being  do  more  than  ia  usoal  ia  tb« 
like  ease." 

Dorchester  was  stimulated   by  this  presure  to 

some  notion,  hut  it  s<*<»m«  to  have  hwn  vf>ry  loth  to 
go  into  bridge-building.  Accordingly,  the  town  be- 
thought itself  of  the  clause  in  the  exclusive  grant  is 
Israel  Stoughton,  in  1634,  one  condition  of  whieh  m* 
that  the  grantee  shottld  "make  and  keep  in  repairs 
-utyieierit  horse-bridge"  over  the  river.  Israel  Stough- 
ton himself  wa.<t  now  dead,  but  his  widow  owned  aAti 
worked  the  mill ;  so  proceedings  were  begun  sgsii* 
her.  She  then,  in  her  torn,  had  recoarse  totheOeseisl 
Court,  and  petitioned  to  be  discharged  from  het  lis- 
bility.  Some  investigation  was  had.  m  a  result  of 
whieh  her  request  was  i;ranteil  in  part  ;  and,  in  vi<* 
of  the  fuul  that  near  tiie  mill  there  was  a  good  ford) Pg' 
place  with  a  gravel  bottom,  she  was  exeosed  ftMS 
building  a  horse-bridge  on  condition  that  she  vatxn- 
tained  a  good  foot-bridge,  with  u  snffieient  hand  ni!. 
Satisfied  with  this  coneesfsion,  the  widow  Stoughwn 
seems  to  have  adopted  a  policy  ut  masterly  ii^ 
tivity,  and  the  next  spring  the  attention  of  theC^ 
wss  called  to  the  ftot  thst,  so  far  from  a  ae*  Mr 
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bridge  having  been  built,  the  old  bridge  duriog  tbe  | 
wintOT  bad  been  wbollj  mined.  Hien  it  kit  tbe  | 

matter  was  taken  in  hand  energetically.  It  was  time, 
also.  Ma!i?achti«ctf<«  now  niimH»»r<Kl  a  population  of 
over  twenty  thousand,  dwelling  in  more  than  a  score  of 
towns,  while  Pljmootb  bad  fire  tbonsand  people  in  live 
towns ;  and  a  little  river  only  eeven  ntUea  firom  Boeton, 
en  the  main  road  between  the  two  colonieR,  was  still  | 
unbridijeJ.  and  in  times  of  freshet  must  for  days  to- 
gether have  been  impastiable.  Tbe  construction  of  a 
eart-bridge  "  neere  M ».  Stongbtoo's  mill"  was  now,  , 
tberefoie,  pKmonnaed  botb  a  neoearity  and  a  conntj 
natter,  and  ordered  to  be  nodertaken  at  once.  A 
committee  of  six.  nmnns;  whom  vm  Doacon  Samuel 
Eaaa,  of  Braiotree,  wan  accordingly  appointed,  with 
fiill  powers  to  loeate  a  bridge  and  to  eontract  for  its 
bnildiog,  the  eoat  of  it  to  be  dnly  apportioned  among 
tbe  several  towns.  The  committee  seem  to  have  done 
their  work  so  offt  ctually  that  notyiintr  mnr^  wns  heard 
uf  a  brid<^  across  tlie  NepoQsct.  Indeed,  for  a  whole 
century  and  a  half  tbe  travel  between  Boston  and 
the  aontb  sbore  followed  tbe  old  Ptymoath  road 
across  Roxbui  V  Neck  through  Dorchester,  and  over 
dlilton  Hid  by  ihi-  bridge  at  StouLditoir.s  mill. 

The  tirat  alteujpt  to  6s  the  line  of  road  through 
Braiotree  was  in  1G41  ;  but  not  until  1G48  was  tbe 
final  looation  made.   Bunaing  dose  at  tbe  base  of 
th«  hiHs,  erosriog  brooks  at  the  points  where  up- 
lands were  nearest  eacli  otlier,  th<»  coast  thoroughfare 
divided  when  it  came  to  the  church.    Meeting  again  | 
beyond,  it  took  tbe  shortest  line  to  the  foot  of  the  | 
bills,  always  avoiding  tbe  swamps.    Then  eroesing  | 
I  spur  of  the  granite  hills  by  a  sharp  a.«>ceut  and  <!*  - 
clluf,  it  :i|»pro;iclit'd  the  MonatIi|Unt.  wbii-li.  like  the 
Neponset,  proved  an  obstacle  not  easily  overcome. 
As  early  as  1635  a  ferry  had  been  established  across 
the  Honatiqnot  between  Mount  WoUaston  and  Was- 
mgossat,  the  toll  being  one  penny  for  esch  peison  and 
threi'  pence  for  cai  li  Ii(ir«f'.     Tht>  ferrymnn  was  one 
Thomas  Applp[rnto,  of  wlioiii  luit  nnirh  is  ktiuwu,  t'X- 
oept  tliat  he  was  married  to  a  wife,  Eiiuibeth,  who 
woold  seem  to  have  been  an  nnamiable  wonmn,  inas- 
much as  in  1636,  "  r<  i  swearing,  railing,  and  reviU 
ini*."  she  was  sentenced  by  the  mn'ji>tratr«<  tn  stand 
with  litT  tini^ue  in  a  clefl-stick.     A pplcL-'atc  did  not 
long  have  cliurge  of  the  ferry,  fur,  in  Murcb,  IGliti, 
ax  months  only  after  he  was  licensed,  Henry  King- 
man, of  Weymonfh,  was  put  in  bis  plsce.    A  year 
later  Kiutrham   was  authorized  to  keep  a  tavern 
in  connection  with  his  ferry,  the  toll  oti  wtiieh  was  in 
March,  Iti^S,  raised  to  two  pence  a  person.  Mean- 
wlnle  Applets  would  seem  to  have  remained  in 
Kingman's  employ,  for  this  year  ia  erosaiDg  the  feiry 


be  apset  a  canoe  of  wbidi  he  bad  charge,  and  into 
whiob  be  bad  crowded  nine  persons,  three  of  whom 

were  drowned.  For  this  misadventure  he  was  sum- 
niftti'-d  before  the  General  Court,  and  Richard  Wright, 
u  pruuuiieat  personage  at  "  the  Mount,"  was  commis- 
sioned "  to  stave  that  canoe,  out  of  whidi  those  per- 
sons were  drowned."  The  matter  ended  with  the 
appearance  of  Applegate  and  five  others  before  the 
March  Oenepal  Court  of  l(>r?!',  which  discharged 
them  with  an  admonition  not  in  "  future  to  ven- 
ture too  many  in  any  boat."  Bttt  in  conssqnenee  of 
this  mishap  the  use  of  esnoes  at  fhcries  was  inter- 
dicted. 

At  its  September  session  the  General  Cnurt  of 
163^  changed  the  location  of  tbe  Kingman  ferry, 
and  at  the  same  time  rednoed  tbe  toll  to  a  penny. 
Two  mootha  later  the  act  providing  for  the  constmo> 

tion  of  the  coast  road  was  psssed,  and,  as  tbe  road  was 

laid  out  ill  It)4I,  the  ferry  undoubtedly  was  a  link  in 
it.  Subsequently  John  VVinlhrop,  Jr.,  established  his 
iron-works  in  that  neighborliood,  and  a  atone  bridge 
was  in  1644  built  aercas  tbe  little  river,  twenty  yean 

before  one  was  built  at  tbe  Milton  Falls. 

The  section  of  the  coast  rnnd  within  the  limits  of 
Bruintree  was  about  five  miles  in  length,  the  church 
being  not  fiir  Jhim  midway.  It  was  the  backbone 
upon  which  the  growing  settlement  formed  itself.  At 
first  it  had  but  three  lateral  branches,  -two  to  point* 
upon  tile  shore,  Squantmn  and  Hoiiijirs  Neck,  and 
one  to  what  subsequently  became  the  Second  Precinct 
of  the  town.  Wright's  mill,  upon  the  town  brook, 
stood  a  short  distance  from  it,  and  with  this  tbe  way 
from  Hough's  Neck  connected,  crossing  thecoastroad. 
From  thi^  simple  herriniiii);,'  tlie  «ystem  of  modern 
town-ways  gradually  develi>|H;d,  the  lane  and  farm- 
way  regularly,  at  the  proper  time,  becoming  tbe  vil- 
age  road  and  town  street,  fierce  contests  sometimes 
a^i^ill.:  over  (|U(  .stions  of  pro^criptive  right.  But  from 
Ki  tl  (o  llic  old  coast  road  remained  tb>'  ^itl■4le 

thoroughfare  from  Bruintree,  and  Quincy,  to  Uuston. 
Then,  at  last,  the  needs  of  an  increasing  community 
began  to  make  tbemaelves  felt,  and  a  bridge  across 
the  Neponset  nearer  its  mouth  was  projected.  Char- 
tered in  }^*>'2  and  Im  atcd  in  1803,  the  turnpike  road 
of  which  this  bridge  was  a  part  followc  i  nearly  a 
straight  line  from  tbe  point  where  it  cru8:»ed  the 
Neponset  to  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  way 
in  wbieli  it  was  laid  out  and  bttiltr-^isr^;a>ding 
the  lav  "f  the  hind,  cro.-'^ing  tlie  inarFhe?,  cutting 
thrnuuh  hills,  and  hdiug  the  boi^-boles — was  in 
strun<^  contrast  with  tbe  method  pursued  a  century 
and  a  half  before.  It  even  dimly  foreshadowed  the 
coming  nilroad  era.    Gates  and  bars  and  crooked 
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ftnD-mjs  diMppMred  Wore  th«  "  fXka"  nod  the  1 

oolooial  lines  of  travel  underwent  a  cbaogo  which 

only  prepared  the  way  lor  (lie  greater  change  brought 

about  by  the  railroad  uuly  two-score  jeare  later. 

During  BnuDtreeta  fint  esntary  it  is  vcrj  ques-  : 

tiootblft  whetliw  the  roads  were  kept  in  aoy  *tate  of 

Bjetemntic  repair  at  all.    That  they  were  very  bad, 

and  at  the  8eaiion  of  the  year  when  the  frost  cornea 

out  of  the  ground  weU^oigh  impambie,  may  aaf«ly  be  j 

iofenred.  There  wis  no  Ux  impoeed  for  ooMlmetiDg  { 

or  keepiog  then  in  order,  and  raeh  work  is  wee  done  ! 

npoD  them  wie  done  hi  kind.    At  ceruio  Mowms  of  | 

the  year  every  one  was  called  upon  to  labor  on  the 

roads,  briugiug  with  biui  his  horse  and  bia  oxen,  if  be 

had  them,  hie  cart  aod  his  toob.   The  prinoiples  of 

road  coofltmctioo  were  whoUy  unknown,  and  thelebor 

and  time  expended  were  larj^cly  thrown  away.  The 

ehaiiLrc  to  another  system  took  place  about  the  year  ^ 

17GU,  and  Jobu  Adams  waa  iuslrumental  in  brioging 

it  about.   He  aftnirarda  reoounted  bu  esperieoee  in 

the  matter.   In  Hareh,  1761,  hdsg  then  a  jouog 

lawyer  in  Btaiotree,  he  found  himself  aoddeuly  chosen 

survevor  of  highways.    He  wa!«  at  first  very  indignant, 

and  remarked  that  "  tbey  might  aa  well  have  cboaeo  [ 

any  boy  io  school but  after  tlunkii^  the  ntMist 

orer,  he  eoncloded  that  it  waa  best  for  him  to  aooept 

the  situation  quietly,  and  at  least  give  the  town  an 

energetic  administration  of  the  oQice. 

"  Aooonlingiy,  I  went  to  piuugbiDg  and  ditobtog  >nd  blowing  i 
totka  apon  Fana't  Hill,  and  tmlMlBf  an  ralira  mw  bridga  of  | 

■tone  below  Dr.  Miller*-'  .iii.i  nhuvi-  Mr.  Wil-Ur-.  Tlir  I,ci-t 
WOrkiBco  in  town  were  employed  in  lit^'ing  the  toundation  and  j 
pla«lag  the  brtdga,  but  tha  aMt  iprlaf  brouf  hk  4»wm  m  flood  | 
tbivt  threw  my  t.riilijc  nil  into  ruin*.  The  matcriuU  rcruainod, 
•ad  were  aftcrwatuii  rtjlind  in  a  uiurc  durable  manner;  and  the 
blama  fWl  apon  ibc  workmen,  not  upon  me,  for  ull  agreed  that 
t  bad  eiwotod  my  offica  with  iDpartialitjr«  diligenoe,  and 
•piril." 

Yet  this  not  unusual  outcome  of  amatwr,  thongh 
ofidal,  leal  aeema  to  havff  aet  the  Braintree  road  aur* 
Teyor  reflecting,  for  he  goea  on  to  aay, — 

'•There  had  be<Mi  ;i  I'nrjtriircrfy  in  ti^vrn  f  'riiiiuiy  your*  oon-  j 
cerning  the  mo'lo  of  repniring  the  road*.    A  |>uity  IulU  long 
atraggM  to  obtain  a  vot«  that  the  highways  should  be  repaired  ' 
by  a  (ax,  but  never  bud  been  iible  tn  parry  their  point.    The  , 
roads  were  vcr,v  b«d  and  uiuoh  uugivcUHl,  and  I  thought  a  tax  ' 
a  more  equitublo  method  and  more  likel;  to  bt  elTectual,  and, 
therefore.  Joined  thin  party  in  a poblio  apcech,  wrri«d  a  Tote  by  I 
a  large  majority,  nnd  witK  up|io{iitod  to  prepare  a  by-law,  to  bo  | 
naoted  at  the  next  tneetitig.    Tpon  inquiry  I  found  that  Uox- 
btiiy  and,  aftar  theia,  Weyntoutb  bad  adopted  thii  oourae.  I 
procured  a  «opy  of  thetr  law,  and  prepared  a  plan  ftr  Braintfeev  : 
ti*  nearlv      |..,:.mI>1i'  r.,n;".>riiui1ili  to  their  ni<idel,  r('[i.>rli'.t  it  tu 
the  town,  and  it  was  adopted  by  a  great  majority.    I  nder  this  I 
law  the  leada  have  boett  repaired  to  tbia  day,  and  the  effeoti  of  | 
It  are  vlalblo  to  eirery  eye." 

The  ehwing  worda  of  this  extract  are  perbapa  the  ' 


moat  suggestive  portion  of  it.   Some  idea  may  Ik 

formed  of  what  the  condition  of  the  roads  mast  have 
been  before  ITfiO,  when  their  condition  prior  to  fb* 
year  1820  is  confidently  spoken  of  as  a  vast  and  indii- 
patahk  improvement. 

Bnt  during  the  whole  colonial  period  down  ereaio 
the  year  1830,  the  use  the  roads  were  pat  to  iD  i 
country  town  was  comparatively  light.  There  wis 
thea  Qo  internal  commeroe  worthy  of  the  umt. 
There  were  do  Unea  of  regular  stagee  ranniog  throii^ii 
Qaint^  prior  to  the  year  1800,  aod  the  pkamK 
travd  over  the  roads  amounted  to  nothing  at  aS. 
Journeys  were  made  chiefly  on  horseback  In  tbf 
winter-time,  when  the  ground  was  hard  with  froeior 
covered  with  mow,  the  dnmay  earts  and  aleda,  diieii 
mainly  by  oxen,  were  kept  buay  hringing  loads  of  end- 
wood  down  from  the  wood-lots,  or  carrying  com, 
potatoes,  and  otlier  farm  produce  to  market  in  Bos- 
ton. Manure  was  hauled  only  from  the  bara-yanii6 
the  ndghboring  field;  himber  and  matoial  mie 
carted'only  when  amne  dwdling  or  ottl-batlAog  hi 
to  be  raised.  The  quarry  teaming  did  not  begin  aoiil 
after  1825.  antl  the  stage-coach  period  was  whollj  of 
tbe  present  century.  The  first  of  these  coaciket 
whidi  ran  from  Beaton  waa  that  to  Provideaes  ii 
1767,  making  part  of  the  inside  line  to  New  Yerii; 
and  the  Maasachtisetta  sooth-shore  towns — We;- 
mouth,  Hint:hani,  Suituate,  and  Ph nioutli— li-id  » 
packet  or,  later,  a  steamboat  service  until  after  the 
railroad  waa  opened.  As  late  as  1823  the  atige> 
coach  travel  through  Qoiney  waa  limited  to  ttm 
three  tripa  a  week  to  and  from  Plymouth  and  tbe  iit> 
termediate  towns.  Looally.  when  the  Nt  pon-^'t  turn- 
pike wa?  opened.  Col.  James  Thayer  began  to  run  * 
bag^aj^e  wagun,  in  which  he  also  carried  pasaeDgcia, 
from  Quincy  to  fioeton.  Simon  Gillett  parehsaed  dw 
route  in  18^,  and  shortly  after  put  upon  it  a  regalit 
ftage  pasPenj^r-eoach,  the  •'  John  Hancnek"  ^'J 
name.  This  was  an  epochal  event,  and  tbe  "  J^i>° 
Hancock"  made  four  trips  a  week,  carrying  passeogd* 
inside  and  out  It  left  Quiney  betimes  in  tbe  nMin> 
ing  so  as  to  reach  Barnard's,  in  Elm  Street,  at  oioe 
o'clock,  from  whieli  place  it  started  at  four  I'.M.nlJlt* 
return  trip.  It  was  years  later  that  daily  trips  were 
made;  and,  indeed,  it  was  not  until  1840  tbattht 
Btage-coaoh  movement  began  to  tax  the  eapad^  0^  ^ 
highways. 

Purin_'  the  first  hundred  and  seventy  years  of  '^^ 
settlenunt,  tlieref'ore,  tlie  country  roads  in  Br^iatrWi 
however  poorly  made  or  kept  in  repair,  were  qiuu 
equal  to  the  light  work  exaoted  of  them.  Of  ^ 
that  work  was  we  get  glimpses  here  and  there  w 
aimh  records  as  that  of  Tutor  Flynt'a  JouiimI  ^ 
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Portflmoath  in  17&5,  and  John  Adams'  drive  witli 

his  wife  to  Salem  in  1766  to  visit  their  ''dear 
brother  Cmnch."  There  beinpr  then  no  stages  at 
all  in  the  colony,  *-  a  single  horse  and  chair  without 
a  top  WM  the  nam)  mode  of  ooDvejraoce.  A  ooverad 
chair,  called  a  ealash,  was  v«ey  aaldom  naed."  lo 
the  case  of  Tutor  Fljot,  he  and  his  companion,  leaving 
Canabndjie  after  breakfast,  "  oat«d"  and  had  "  a.  nip 
of  milk  punch"  at  L>'dd,  and  then  towards  aunset 
"xeaohed  the  dwelting  of  the  Rev.  Hr.  Jewett,  of 
Rawhy,  and  Mr.  Flyot  eoqvaiiited  him  he  meant 
to  tarry  there  that  night."  They  reached  Ports- 
runnth  ilu;  follnwinir  evening.  John  Adams,  some 
ten  years  later,  leaving  Braintrce  in  the  morning, 
dined  in  Boatoa  and  pamed  the  night  at  ICedford, 
geuing  to  Salem  at  noon  the  IvUowing  day.  The 
streets  of  Salem  he  found  "broad  and  fltraight  and 
pretty  clean."  The  houses  he  thought  the  most 
elegaut  and  grand  he  had  aceo  io  '*  aoy  of  the  in- 
terior towu."  A  ftw  jean  bter,  while  riding  the 
eircvit,  he  described  how  he 

"Overtook  Jud^e  CnghiDg  in  hi*  oM  enrrtele  and  two  lean 
bortM,  and  Dick,  nngro,  at  hi*  ri^ht  band,  driving  the 
Mrriclfl.  Tb»  if  tbe  way  of  trav«(ins  in  1771 , — a  jadg o  of  Uio 
eirmrits,  a  judge  of  tbo  aniMrlor  eonrt,  u  judge  of  tba  Kin^s 
i'l  jii-li.  itotiiiiKdi  |<liM«,  and  cxfhiN|u-T  for  the  I'rovioce,  tmvel* 
with  »  pair  of  wret«bed  old  jadei  of  hor.-)c«  in  a  if  retoliod  otd 
doagocart  of  a  oorriela,  and  a  B«fio  m  tha  laai*  Mat  wttb 

An  eye-witness  gives  a  not  diesimikr  description 
of  Dr.  Ciiauneey,  pastor  of  the  First  Chnreh  in  Boe- 

son.  aM  he  drove  about  the  town  making  hb  parochial 
visits  at  n  period  about  fifteen  years  Inter.  "  In  a 
heavy,  yellow-bodied  chaise,  with  lung  shafts,  a  black 
boj  perched  on  the  tunseV  tail^  the  otd  divine  was 
seated,  in  his  dignified  clerical  costume^  with  three- 
oomercd  hat,  gold  cane,  and  laced  wrists,  bowii^ 
gracefully  to  citizens  as  he  pa's.^cd.  His  grinnins^ 
young  driver  in  iliu  lueimwliiie  exchanged  his  com- 
plimcDts  with  young  uequaiotaoces  of  bis  own  color 
by  touching  them  up  with  his  long  whip  from  his 
mfe  perdi." 

This  was  after  the  Revolution,  but  the  simple  ways 
of  the  fathers  were  still  in  vogue,  it  has  already 
been  mentioned  that  when  Bny  Wilkina,  in  1692,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two,  came  from  Salem  to  Boston  to 
pass  election  week,  his  wife,  scarcely  younger  than 
himself  rode  on  the  pillion  behind  him.  But  this 
method  of  conveyance  was  not  peculiar  to  those  of 
Bny  Wilfcine'  condition  in  Ufe.  A  few  yean  later, 
in  November,  1700,  the  widow  of  Col.  Bdmnnd 
Qnincy  died.  Judge  Suwall  went  out  to  Braintrec 
to  her  faneral  from  the  old  Qninoy  honse,  and  he 


describes  how,  "  becanse  of  the  Porrige  of  anew,  the 

Bearers  rid  to  the  Grave,  alighting  a  little  before 
they  came  there.  Mourners,  Cous.  Edward  and  his 
Sister  rid  first ;  then  Mrs.  Aooa  Quiooy,  widow,  be- 
hind Mr.  Allen ;  and  cousin  Buth  Hnnt  behind  her 
Hnsband."  A  few  years  later,  in  1712,  Jndge  Sew- 
all  al.'io  <]»'scri!)e.s  :i  juiinicy  lie  tuade  from  Plymouth, 
wlu  rt  lie  liad  been  holdiog  court,  u>  Boston.  It  was 
early  in  March  : 

"  Ilained  hanl  i|uickly  after  fetting  out ;  went  by  Mattakee*« 
MoetiDg-boQM,  aad  forded  ovot  tb«  Nortb  Rirer.  If  jr  Hona 
■■lunibletl  in  the  considerable  budy  of  water,  but  I  madea  sbifl, 
by  Gi)d'«  Help,  to  aet  him,  iind  he  recovered  and  carried  me 
out.  lUinod  very  hurd,  that  went  into  a  liftrn  awbilo.  Hailed 
at  Uuirsto'«.  Dined  at  Cttabing't.  Pryod  my  ooat  and  bat  at 
both  pla«efi.  Hy  tbat  tlma  got  to  Bratatry,  tbe  dajr  aad  I  wtra 
in  a  manner  spent,  and  I  turned  in  to  Couain  Qatnny.  ,  ,  . 
Lodged  in  the  chamber  next  the  Brooke." 

When  Judge  Scwall  thus  turned  in  at  its  gate  on 
that  rainy  March  day,  the  Quincy  house  had  already 
been  standing  for  tweoty-eeveo  years.  Itstill  rsmsins, 
a  ttoticssble  specimen  of  the  best  domestic  arehitso* 
ture  of  colonial  times.  lis  comparatively  broad  hall 
in  the  centre  of  the  house,  the  easy,  winding;  ptaircase 
with  carved  balustrade,  the  low  studded,  but  fairly 
large,  rooms  opening  to  the  south  and  wastt  the 
broken  line  of  the  floon  and  osilings  which  tell  the 
story  of  increased  size,  the  little  ship-like  lockers  and 
other  like  attempts  to  economize  space  while  space  is 
everywhere  wasted, — all  these  thingw  h.-.^peak  the 
dwdling-place  of  gentry.  Time  has  only  hardened 
into  somothing  very  like  iron  the  solid  timbers  of 
hewn  oak  still  bearing  upon  them  the  marks  of  the 
axe;  and  one  room  yet  has  on  iff*  walls  the  quaint 
Cbincse  paper  which  tradition  sny.s  was  liuog  there 
in  1775  in  honor  of  Deborah  Quiiicy's  approaching 
marriage  to  Hancock. 

Nor  in  the  last  oeotnry  was  the  Edmund  Quiooy 
house  the  only  specimen  of  this  order  of  dwelling  in 
Braintrec  North  Precinct.  Col.  John  Quiooy  .occu- 
pied another  aueh  boose  at  Mount  Weltssloii,  whkih 
he  had  built  io  1716,  and  whidi  stood  there,  thongh 
reduced  to  baser  uses,  until  the  year  1 852.  Here 
during  his  long  public  life  he  often  entertained  parties 
of  Udies  and  gentlemen  who  came  across  the  bay 
to  visit  him  ftom  Boston,  and  there  are  traditions 
of  strawberry  parties  hsM  on  the  Balf-Hoon  before 
yet  the  upland  top  of  that  now  submerged  gravel 
ridge  had  been  wholly  washed  away.  The  Ya^.'^aU 
bouM,  sequestered  an  Tory  property  after  the  Kevolu- 
tion  and  bought  by  John  Adams  in  1786,  was  another 
of  these  gmitry  residenoas.  Built  about  1715,  as 
the  summer  resort  of  a  West  India  planter,  it  still 
oootaioB  one  room  paneled  from  floor  to  oeiliog  in 
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solid  St.  Dnminjro  raahoeany.    Originally  it  was  a 
giuall  dwelling,  cougtructed  on  a  plan  not  uonsual  in  _ 
(b«  tropicfl,  with  kitebeti  and  all  donicMM)  irrange- 1 
nents  bebiod  tbe  bouae  wad  ia  «  Beptnte  buildings.  | 
In  itself  It  cODUined  only  parlors  and  ^leoping-rooms ; 
but  pmdunlly  it  was  ndilcd  to.  until  the  (jrit;inal 
house  is  now  lost  in  tbe  wide  Iront  and  deep  gabled  , 
wing^  of  the  later  strw^are*   Id  thia  bowe  Jobo  ' 
Adams  died ;  and  in  the  aame  room  in  tt  irere  oele- 
brated  his  owD  golden  wedding,  and  the  golden  wed- 
dings of  his  w)n  and  his  grand^nn. 

These  houses  and  bouses  like  iliese  were  the  lioujes 
in  Braiotrce  of  the  bi^ed  gentry,  during  ib6  long  I 
time  in  which  thoie  was  in  the  community  little  | 
property  other   than  lund.    They  were  tbe  manor  ' 
hnusei^  of  the  period.    CIosu  to  tliPiii  stood  the  stable, 
the  barn,  the  eorn  and  wood  nnd  cart  shcls,  tlic 
oider-mill,  and  all  the  other  buildings  bclongiog  to 
tbe  fhrm,  which  lay  behind  and  around  them.   Nor  j 
were  (hoae  farm.n  merely  the  OOBlly  luxury  of  gentle-  I 
man -farmer!'.    On    llu'  contrary,  thp  owner  of  the 
bouse  drew  from  the  larni  uiouud  it  his  chief  sup- 
port,   lie  lived  upon  its  produce,  for  the  mure  pro-  > 
Kfio  soil  of  the  West  had  not  then  beggared  New  | 
England  agricultara.     Fitim  wood-lot  to  orchard  the 
fruits  of  each  acre  were  carofuHy  'r!nthcrcd.  uinl  what 
wns  not        was  used  in  rude  abundance  at  home. 
Yet  the  primitive  simplicity  of  tbe  life  in  those  early 
homes  ean  now  hardly  be  realiMd.   They  had  none 
of  tbe  modem  appliances  of  luxury,  and  scarcely  j 
those  now  accounted  essential  to  proper  cloanlincss  or  ' 
even  dorpncy.     As  dwelling-places  during  the  lei*s 
inclement  seasons  of  the  year,  tbc&c  bouses  were  well 
enough,  though  tbe  life  was  simple  and  monotonous  < 
to  tbe  last  degree;  but  in  winter  there  was  little 
comfort  to  be  had  in  them.    John  Adams  during  the 
last  years  nf  his  life  used  to  wish  that  he  could  go  to 
sleep  in  the  auiumu  iike  a  dormouse,  and  not  wake 
nntU  spring.   The  cold  of  the  sitting-rooms  was  tern-  i 
pered  by  huge  wood  firi.s.  which  roasted  oue-half  the  | 
person  while  the  other  half  was  exposed  to  cold  draft.s. 
The  women  sat  at  table  in  shawls,  and  the  men  in 
overcoats.    Water  letl  in  the  unvcntitated  bedrooms  ' 
iVoae  solid,  and  entries,  which  could  not  be  heated,  j 
had  the  temperature  of  ice-houses. 

Such  were  what  riiiuht  be  caik'J  tlic  ni.nisions  of 
the  colonial  crentry,  and  .such  in  tJraiiitnc  tlioy  cnn- 
tinued  (o  be  until  long  after  1830.  The  gradual  iu- 
trodacCioa  of  ooal  and  new  appliances  for  heating  ! 
then  reTolntiooiaed  modes  of  life.  The  dwclliugs  of ' 
tho  faimrrs  wen'  of  ariothiT  i-la'-s,  excellent  specimens 
of  which  still  n  main  in  (,)iiiiiry  in  the  old  .A<lains 
booses  at  Penns-hill,  and  in  the  so  called  iiarciwick 


house,  oncf  iho  home  of  Parsons  Ft.skc  and  Marsh.  It 
was  the  simplest  form  of  domestic  architectore.  A 
huge  staek  of  briek  diimney  was  dm  centrsl  ifa 
in  it,  and  abont  this  tbe  boose  was  built.  It  wm  me 
room  only  in  depth,  and  two  stories  in  height.  Tl» 
front  door  op«nod  on  a  narrow  8p.ice.  with  rooms  ot 
either  side,  while  directly  opposite  the  door,  and  some 
four  or  five  feet  sway,  were  the  crooked  stain,  si^ 
ported  on  the  chimney.  Behind  this  outer  sheO  w 
a  lean-to,  the  sloping  rouf  of  which,  begioniug  al 
the  rear  fares  of  t!u>  lujnsc.  (h-st ended  to  withio  a 
few  feet  of  the  ground.  In  this  were  tiie  kitchfc 
and  wssb-room,  and  here,  on  all  ordinary  occasioBi, 
tbe  family  took  their  meals  and  tbe  bousehoM  wort 
was  done.  Of  the  front  rooms,  one  was  the  ordinary 
sittinir  room  nnd  the  other  the  best  parlor,  wbidi. 
forma),  uoventiiated,  and  uncomfortable,  was  entered 
only  upon  the  Sabbath  or  great  occasions,  sack  it  t 
funeral  or  a  wedding  or  a  birth.  Abont  these  booxa, 
which  stood  as  a  rule  nu  iiiL'  towards  the  south  tad 
a.s  near  as  might  be  to  the  road,  thoui:h  rari  ly  ^qna:? 
with  it,  were  the  out-houses,  sheds  and  barn.s  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  farm  or  household  work. 

The  wearing  apparel  and  household  furnitnie,  ai 
revealed  through  the  Braintree  inventories,  ipnk 
also  of  a  inodr'st  utid  alinost  Spartan  simplicity 
There  srom  to  liavc  been  a  few  beds, — possibly  one 
of  fcatiiers,  but  generally  of  wool  or  of  corn-hufiks,— 
some  bobters,  blankets,  and  coverlids ;  but,  eseepi » 
the  cases  of  the  more  wealthy,  there  is  no  meetkm^f 
bed  linen.  Col.  Edmund  QuiiK  v's  two  carpets  w^re 
appraised  at  <mv  pound.  There  was  a  table,  aud  po!' 
liibly  two;  a  few  chuirs,  perhaps  half  a  dozen,  and,  it 
the  case  of  tbe  ridi,  a  scattering  of  coshiona  mi 
covers  to  chairs,  but  stools  were  chiefly  in  IHd 
Knives  and  forks  are  not  mentioned  until  a  t'ompar- 
ativelv  recent  time,  hnt  |H'wter  and  earthenware  is 
generally  valued  at  from  a  lew  shillings  to  as  nuuj 
pounds.  The  kitdien  utenrib  seem  to  batre  W' 
sisted  of  a  brass  and  iron  pot  or  two  and  some  ptf^ 
In  tlie  I'.ouse  there  would  be  a  Bible,  and  possibly  » 
few  oth<  I  honks  ;  an  old  musket  and  sword  ;  a  looking- 
glass  now  nnd  thco.  The  dress  was  of  home-spuOt 
and  worn  and  rewom  until  then  was  nothisg  lelttif 
it.  A  hat  would  descend  from  fkther  to  son*  ssd  Ar 
6fty  years  make  its  regular  appenrancc  at  meeting. 
The  weariiiii  apparel  of  a  whole  family  would  tho* 
be  stored  away  lor  generations,  fashions  never  cbaog- 
ing;  and  accordingly  it  h  a  noticeable  fact  that  wctv- 
ing  apparel  constitutes  the  fir>jt,  and  genen]lyoae«f 
the  largest  items  of  the  inventories. 

The  food  and  drink  in  use  in  Braintree  duriog  t^* 
tirst  century  or  two  of  town  life  were  as  simple  si  tb 
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furniture.  Indian  corn-meal  was  the  great  standby  ; 
and  even  an  late  as  the  earlier  yeara  of  the  present  , 
eeotuij  flour  WIS  Vmght  bj  the  pound,  ud  uaed  only  | 
b  tho  hmu«i  of  the  g^ntiy.  As  bfead  made  whtdly  i 
of  meal  soon  became  dry,  rye  was  mixed  with  it ;  and 
from  long  me  rye  wns  not  uncommonly  preferrwl  to 
wheat.  Fresh  meat  was  rarely  seen,  but  the  well-  | 
to-do  in  the  sntamn  of  caoh  yeir  were  in  the  en*> 
Um  of  nlting  down  e  bog  or  s  qiutrter  of  beef, 
lits  of  which  were  boiled  in  the  Indian  porridge.  ' 
Marshall  notes  in  his  diary  that,  in  January,  1704, 
a  hog  weighing  two  hundred  and  sixty  pounds 
ooet  him  fiftj  ahillingi,  end  •  qnuter  of  beef,  oot-  . 
eotj^fimr  ponnds,  emt  him  tiralTo  shillings and 
he  at  the  same  time  mentions  that  provisions  WMM 
then  "  more  plenty  uud  chwip  than  h  rren[n»»ntly 
knowB,  beef  for  six  farthings  per  pound,  pork  at  two 
penes  the  most,  the  best  two  nnd  s  half  penoe,  Indian 
[meal]  two  ohimngs  per  bmhel,  annlt  harly  at  two 
shillings."  Naturally  the  constant  use  ofsslted  meat 
created  thirst ;  and  tins  thirst,  the  ncc<»«f!»ary  oonse-  I 
(^uenoe  of  what  it  is  the  custom  to  call  a  simple  mode 
of  life,  ted  to  that  intMkpcranoe  wbieh  was  the  bane 
of  New  Bngland.  The  use  of  tea  and  eoffee  aa  be?- 
erages  was  not  general  until  about  ihi'  middle  of  the 
last  century,  and  prior  to  that  time  the  people  drank  | 
water,  milk,  beer,  eider,  and  rum.  The  excessive 
ue  of  the  last,  and  its  demoraliring  oonsequenoes, 
it  will  be  neeessary  to  speait  of  preseatly,  and  at 
length.  Meanwhile  it  will  be  notioed  that  Marshall 
in  his  short  price-list  mentions  "mault  bariy"  a.-<  the 
Maple  next  in  importance  to  corn-meal.  A  brewery 
was  one  of  the  earliest  Braintroe  insUtntious,  second 
only  to  the  mill.  The  Ant  was  eMablished  by  Heoiy 
Adams,  the  town  clerk,  shortly  after  1640,  and  was 
afterwards  airrled  on  by  hin  son.  Later,  oiJor  scpms 
to  have  bupplauted  hfxr  aa  the  every-day  nnd  all- 
day  beverage,  and  the  quantity  of  it  dmnk  by  all 
danes  down  to  a  late  period  in  this  oentuty  was  al- 
moat  inerediUo;.  In  the  eellani  of  the  more  well-to- 
do  houses  a  cask  of  cidrr  was  always  on  tap.  and 
pitchers  of  it  were  brtm^jht  up  at  every  meal,  and  in 
the  morning  and  evening.  To  the  end  of  his  life  a 
lai^  tankard  of  hard  eider  was  John  Adams*  morn- 
ing draught  before  breakfast;  and  in  sendiu^r  diree- 
tioos  from  Philadelphia  to  her  a'^ent  at  Quiney.  in 
1799,  MrK.  Adams  takes  care  to  mention  that  "  the 
President  hopes  you  will  not  omit  to  have  eight  or 
nine  barrels  of  good  bte-oiade  eider  put  vp  in  the 
eallar  for  his  own  psrtieuUr  use." 

There  were  no  shops,  in  the  modern  sense  of  the 
word,  in  Braintree  or  in  Quincy  prior  to  183u.  At 
the  Tillsge  store  the  more  usual  and  necessary  dry  and 
90 


West  India  goods,  as  the  sicms  read,  from  a  paper  of 
pins  to  a  glass  of  New  England  rum,  could  bo  ob- 
tained. For  everything  else  people  had  to  go  to  Bos^ 
ton,  whieh  thefy  did  on  fbot,  on  honebaek,  in  ohairs 
or  carts,  and  by  water.  Marshall  to  his  diary  speaks 
of  proing  to  Bofiton  as  no  unusnnl  nccnrrence.  In 
October,  1705,  bis  father  died;  in  September,  1708, 
he  lost  an  infant  son;  and  in  Oetober,  1710,  his 
mother.  In  eaeh  ease  ho  speaks  of  going  to  Boston 
the  next  day  to  get  things  for  the  ftineral.**  He 
wa<»  htm«elf  a  mason  and  plast^'rer,  but  like  most  men 
of  hitt  time  he  seems  to  have  turned  his  hand  to  uny> 
thing  by  whieh  he  ooaM  earn  a  few  shillings,  for  ho 
was  a  fiirmer,  a  earpentsr,  a  tilbtngmao,  a  eoastsble, 
and  a  coroner.  Tile  boot-maker,  the  cobbler,  the 
mason,  and  the  carpenter  were  all  recognised  mechan- 
ics, and  earned  a  living  by  their  trades.  The  usual 
wages  of  skilled  labor  were  from  nxty<ltv«  eents  to  s 
dolhff  a  day.  TIm  busiest  man  in  the  town  waa  the 
blacksmith,  for  not  only  were  all  the  horses  and  oxen 
shod  at  his  forge,  but  he  was  the  treneral  wheehvrijrht, 
and  maker  and  repairer  of  farm  tools.  Everything 
made  of  iron  soon  or  late  pnmed  through  his  hands, 
and  Ids  shop,  stsnding  on  the  main  atreet,  waa  t  oeo- 
tral  point  in  the  movement  of  the  town.  For  the  rest, 
the  peddler  and  the  tishman  were  the  ehief  purveyors 
both  of  news  and  of  merobandise,  and  their  horns 
were  regularly  beard  on  Braintree  ros^  during  the 
fint  two  oeoturies  of  town  life. 

It  has  a1r«idy  been  sUtcd  that  at  the  time  the  orig- 
inal chttrch  was  gathered  the  town  numbered  about 
eighty  families,  representing  a  population  of  not  far 
from  600  soub,  living  mainly  within  the  limits  of 
what  alkerwarda  beoame  the  North  Prednet.  When 
Bmiolree  was  incorporated,  in  1640,  the  English 
emigration  had  already  eca«ed,  and  for  many  years 
hereafter  the  coming  of  new  families  into  the  town 
I  was  systematically  disoouraged.  In  1682  the  pupula- 
I  tion  was  limited  to  "  about  ninety  or  a  huodred  femilies 
I  at  the  most. "  In!  707  there  were  seventy-two  families 
;  in  the  Nurfh  Precinct,  and  seventy-one  in  the  re-^t  of 
the  town,  or  about  BOO  soub  in  all.    During  the  next 
seventy  years  thb  population  increased  threefold,  ao 
that  in  1776  the  three  pteeinols  returned  2871  inhabi- 
•  Unts.    This  was  a  stationary  period,  so  that  Quiney  in 
ISOn  had  inerea-?ed  it<?  proportion  of  tliis  nuinlH-r  only 
i  ly  1081  ;  which  figures  were  again  barely  doubled  in 
!  1830,  when  tbey  amounted  to  2201.  Thus  in  uue  hun- 
\  dred  and  ninety  yearn  the  population  inereased  only 
from  500  to  2200,  or  a  little  more  than  fourfold ;  while 
'  during  the  next  half-centnry  nlone  it  was  destined  to 
i  multiply  fivefold.    As  respects  wealth,  it  appears  to 
I  have  been  mueh  the  same ;  though  the  contrast  he- 
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tween  tba  two  periods  mtis  perhaps  even  more  striking 
io  weelch  than  in  population. 

There  are  few  data  upon  which  to  base  an  estimate 
of  llip  arenmulatt  (1  wealth  of  Braintn*?  prior  to  the 
divisioD  of  ibe  town,  in  1792.  Accuriiing  lo  the  census 
of  1876  the  population  of  Qnincj  the  year  previooa 
was  9136,  and  its  valuation  was  in  ezeeaa  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  showing  an  aceamalntion  of  $600 
to  each  inhabitant,  irrespective  of  "cx  or  a'^e.  It  doe? 
not  need  to  be  said  that  these  figures  arc  ver_y  far  from 
representing  the  real  faets  of  the  ease;  The  appraisal 
wss  simply  for  purposes  of  tszatioo ;  a  sworn  probate 
iijjpraisal  would  have  nhowo  very  different  results.  In 
1830,  with  fi  populalioi)  of  22fH).  (be  valuation  wa*" 
♦813,000,  or  about  8370  per  liead.  The  tijiurei"  of 
the  earlier  periods  are  of  no  value  as  a  guide.  Turn- 
ing now  to  the  basis  of  the  annual  town  levy,  it  is 
possible  to  make  a  comparison  of  periods.  In  1876 
the  total  amount  raised  by  taxation  in  Qninry  was 
8110,000;  io  1830  it  was  «4r)5t!.24.  The  increase 
was  twenty-fivefold  in  a  period  of  forty-six  years. 

In  1657  the  anottot  paid  to  the  two  ministers 
was  £110,  and  besides  this  there  were  other  sums,  of 
which  no  record  remains,  di^burseJ  on  account  oftlie 
poor,  the  sick,  and  the  insane.  At  ilie  begiuning  ot 
the  next  century  the  salary  of  Mr.  Fisko  was  £1)0  a 
year.  After  the  two  preeinets  were  divided  the  salary 
of  Ur.  Marsh,  of  the  First  Preeinct,  was  .1*70 ;  but  Mr. 
Hancock's  was  jCl  10.  Then  came  the  period  of  extreme 
currency  disturbance,  and  Mr.  Briant  was  to  receive 
£02,  which  iu  tiie  case  of  Mr.  Wibird  was,  in  1755, 
niaed  to  £100.  This  was  before  the  division  of  the 
town ;  but,  approximately,  it  may  be  Haid  that  the 
total  North  Precinct  levy  was  in  1656  not  far  from 
£1(IU,  and  a  ceutuij  later  it  bad  oot  increased  to  over 
£150. 

.In  1798  the  question  of  a  suitable  salary  for  a  eol- 
]e«gue  to  Mr.  Wibird  was  much  discuesed.  A  com- 
mittee LTave  it  ''as  their  most  mature  juJt^iii-'nt*' 
that  it  would  be  best  for  the  town  to  pay  its  minis- 
ter auuually  such  a  sum  "  as  will  enable  him  to  main- 
tain himself  and  family  oomfortably  and  with  such 
deoeney  as  will  do  honor  to  the  society  that  sapports 
them."  And  the  opinion  is  then  expres.scd  that  the 
Bum  of  $500  will  afford  a  minister  and  bis  family  "a 
decent  support."  Accordingly,  io  1799,  Mr.  Whitney 
was  setdsd  in  tho  town  on  a  aslaiy  of  1550.  In  tlM 
IbUowiDg  year  the  entire  aoMHrat  raised  ftr  town  and 
parish  purp^.srs  was  83000.  In  1^10  it  was  83200, 
and  in  1820  it  had  incretu'^ed  to  tHUO.  These  figures 
reveal  most  strikingly  the  stability  and  evenness  of  the 
scale  of  ea^ane  through  the  long  period  oovered  by 
them.   Between  1640  and  1820  the  minister's  salaiy 


ioorsased  from  $300  to  8750,  and  the  total  tows  tad 
parish  levy  from  1350  to  $4000.  Theineressethnogh 

the  first  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  vif 
less  than  twclverold  ;  while  in  the  second  j  erin'i  of 
forty-six  years,  it  has  been  seen,  it  was  over  iveotj- 
fivefold. 

That,  except  during  periods  of  war,  the  Bisistiw 

commuoity  increased  its  belongings  Steadily  does  nut 
need  to  bo  -aiil.  Any  community,  every  available 
member  of  which  is  brought  up  to  do  somethini, 
while  its  more  active  members  work  all  day  kof 
every  day  in  the  week  except  Buudny,  wasting  nediiis, 
utilising  everything,  schooled  from  infancy  io  dn 
ecvcrej^f  economy  and  eternally  strivinir  to  b'Mw  it> 
condilion, — any  community  such  as  this,  dweiiin;:  m 
a  region  not  actually  ice-bound  or  a  deaeit,  boU 
aceumuUte  from  generation  to  gsneraUon.  So  the 
Braintrec  people  aooumulatcd.  As  each  gcoeittiMi 
passed  away  it  left  more  acres  under  cultivation,  mor? 
houses,  barns,  and  farm-buildings,  more  luruhuretod 
household  comforts,  more  cattle,  tools,  and  appUaoeai 
Yet  this  was  all.  Prior  to  1830  there  was  no  peiaonl 
property  in  thf  mmli'i  n  .-iensc  of  the  WOrd.  Whatinef 
the  people  had  was  in  sight.  There  were  no  boodsor 
stocks  locked  away  in  safes.  A  few  persoo^.— ««l 
tlicy  were  very  few, — having  ready  money  amataed 
in  trade,  may  have  hdd  some  bank  or  lurspilK 
shares;  but  the  people  of  country  towns  had  as  )tf 
scarcely  beprun  to  be  educated  in  tliis  respeof,  aod 
till  ir  'vliole  ilka  ot  property  was  the  ownership  ot 
laud  uiid  buildings.  Money  was  made  in  trade;  >d^ 
the  moneyed  man  was  he  who,  having  amamed  mm 
ready  cash,  put  it  into  goods,  or  loaned  itOUt  toCtkn 
on  mioJ  SL'curity,  usually  bond  and  mort^ajie. 

Thus  the  whole  accumulation  of  tlu;  liuudred  and 
ninety  years  from  1640  to  183U  iu  a  comuiunity  lilt« 
that  of  Bnintree  and  Quincy  was  at  home  and  « 
the  surface.  It  showed  for  all  it  was  worth.  A^ 
cordingly,  will  II  John  Adam?  n^turned  to  Bminfreem 
1788,  after  a  ten  yearn"  absence  in  Eun»pe,  he  ap^''* 
of  the  increase  of  populatiou  as  '  wonderful,'  »wl 
was  amased  at  the  plenty  and  cheapness  of  provisioat; 
but  be  added  "  the  scarcity  of  money  is  certMs^ 
very  great.'*  And  again  John  Quincy  Adams  cooimg 
back  to  Quincy  to  his  father  s  funeral,  after  years  of 
aUence,  spoke  with  deep  fceliug  of  the  change*  b< 
noticed  as  be  sat  in  his  fidJur^a  place  in  the  old  ehsidh 
hut  he  added  **it  was  a  ooniforting  reflection  thit 
the  new  race  of  men  and  women  had  the  externa 
marks  of  a  condition  much  improved  t!|viti  ibut  "1 
the  former  age."  Yet  it  may  well  admu  ot  qo^n* 
whether  the  entire  acenmulation  of  that  village  «** 
nnnity  w  those  two  ceotuiiesi  laokiiig  only  M 


Digitized  by  Google 


QUINCY. 


307 


aiDoiiDted  toovOT  k  million  mud  ■  half  of  dolhTV.  Al- 
lowing for  the  goods  and  money  whioh  the  origtMl  set- 
tlors brought  over  with  them,  this  estimate  supposefl 

an  avcraire  annua!  nccnnnilation  in  the  case  of  Brain-  i 
tree  of  only  some  ^7000  a  jear.    For  an  industrious 
communis  of  from  600  to  2000  awib  thii  ieom« 
mmN.    And  jet  it  \a  diffienll  to  see  how  in  the  ig-  | 
.irczate  it  could  have  been  larger.    In  1830  there  [ 
were  not  ovor  4i*<(  fuiriilies  iu  the  town.    Thf  nflicial 
valuutigu  of  their  wealth,  well  uoderstooii  to  bo  an 
uodereetimtte,  eseeeded  $800,000.  Sappuaiug  it  was  | 
in  mlity  $1,S00,G00,  the  amount  above  stated,  each  i 
family  would  on  the  average  hare  had  property  of 
simo  port  worth  8375(1.    In  view  of  the  fact  that 
absolutely  no  one  in  Quincy  was  theu  wore  than  well- 
(okIo,  and  many  &miliea  had  nothing,  Ufing  irom  ^ 
hand  to  month,  it  doea  not  seem  posBihie  that  this  | 
average  could  have  been  exceeded. 

Tn  referring  to  the  Braintreo  coromiutity  prior  to 
constant  mention  has  been  made  of  the  class 
of  landed  gentry,  whose  presence  inflneneed  in  a  j 
marked  di^iee  the  eharaeler  and  derebpment  of  the  | 
town.    This  clasM,  it  hm  been  observed,  was  the  kgit- 
iniiito  nffsprintr  of  the  old  EiiL'lish  land-nwnors;  and 
ill  early  iiraintrcc  there  was  one  family  more  curiously  j 
^ical  of  it  than  ooald  elsewhere  he  fiwnd  in  New  j 
Bagland.   In  ftet>  the  record  of  the  Quiney'family  ia  | 
priibably  unique  even  in  the  larj;er  field  of  American 
lu>tnry     Dwelling  at  tht'  close  of  two  rent uries  and  ' 
a  half  on  the  same  laud  which  the  original  ancestor 
in  this  eonntry  bought  of  the  Indian  sachem  who  | 
mied  over  the  Massaehnsetts  Blelds  when  Standbk 
first  landed  atSquantum,  the  Quincys  have  in  every 
generation  maintained  tlie  rsanie  liitrh  public  level. 
Never  perliaps  riitiiig  to  the  topmost  prominence, 
either  oflieisl  or  loielleetnal,  the  family  record  has  yet  I 
in  both  respeets  been  exeeptionally  uniform  and  sus- 
tained. That  record  is  part  of  the  history  of  the  town  ^ 
which  took  ita  name  from  one  member  uf  iho  family. 

Aa  their  name  ipipliea,  the  Quincys  wore  of  Norman  | 
Moek.   The  prohability  ia  that  an  ancestor  came  over  I 
vith  WiDIsm  the  Conqueror  and  fought  at  Hsatiogs ;  { 
and  a  century  and  a  half  later  the  signature  of  a  *'  Saer 
de  Quincy"  was  aflixwl  to  the  trrt  at  charter  of  King 
John.  When  in  the  early  years  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
toiy  the  Puritan  movement  spread  through  England, 
Kdmnnd  Qniney  and  his  wife,  Judith,  were  living  on 
Stt  estate  which  the  husband  had  inherited  from  his 
&ther,  another  Edmund  <,»'iin?y,  and  which  was  at 
Achurch,  near  Wigathorpe,  lu  Northamptonshire. 
Himself  a  Puritan,  when  another  Edmund  Quiucy  . 
«m  bora  In  16S7,  tho  looal  neord  shows  that  the 
child  was  <•  buptiisd  ebswhsrs  and  not  in  our  Pkrish  ^ 


Chuinb."  In  1633,  being  then  in  hia  thirty-second 
year,  Bdmund  Quincy  came  to  New  England,  a  com- 
panion of  John  Cotton,  landing  in  Boston  on  the  -Ith 
of  September.  He  was  almost  immediatfly  made  a 
freeman,  and  his  name  is  ibund  afterwards  not  iufre- 
quently  in  the  records  of  Boston.  He  died  In  1637, 
shortly  after  the  allotmeot  at  the  Mount  had  been 
made  to  him.  He  and  Governor  William  Coddington 
were  of  nearly  the  same  age,  and  the  errant  of  larnl  to 
the  two  lay  undivided  fur  two  years  alter  Quincy 'a 
death.  It  may,  therefore,  be  surmised  thai  they  were 
petsonal  friends,  and  not  imposnbly  it  was  Edmund 
Quincy 's  premature  death  which  alone,  in  the  Anti- 
nomiau  frenzy,  prcventetl  his  sharing  Coddintrton's 
troubles,  and  perhaps  his  exile.  Though  he  died 
young,  he  left  hia  name  to  a  aoo  and  the  name  of  his 
wife  to  a  daughter.  Froas  a  descendant  of  the  latter 
sprang  the  Sewatl  family,  and  in  her  memory  alao  the 
stormy,  western  cape  of  Narraganaett  Bay  was  called 
Point  Judith. 

The  second  Edmund  Qnioey,  bom  in  England  In 
162d,  ttnlike  his  jfUher,  lived  to  a  fhlt  old  ago.  He 
is  the  "  Unckle  Quinsey''  of  Judge  Sewall's  diary, 
whose  death  is  recorded  on  the  '^th  of  January.  169H, 
as  that  of  "  a  true  New  England  man,  and  one  of  our 
best  Friends."  It  was  he  who  built  the  house  at 
Braintree,  and  between  the  years  1670  snd  1692  he 
repeatedly  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court. 
A  magistrate  and  the  lieulenant-colone]  of  the  Suffolk 
regiment,  he  reproduced  the  type  of  the  Euglish 
country  gentleman  in  New  England ;  and  just  aa  the 
former  had  gone  np  to  the  Long  Fkriianent  ripe  for 
rebellion  against  Charles  I.,  and  half  a  century  later 
had  joined  William  of  Nassau  in  the  overtlimw  uf 
James  II.,  so  Edmund  Quincy,  when  Andrus  waa 
"  bound  io  chaios  and  cords,  and  put  iu  a  more  secure 
phiee,"  became  naturally  one  of  that  CSommittee  of 
Safety  which  carried  on  the  government  of  the  piov> 
ince  until  the  charter  of  William  and  Maiy  was 
granted. 

This  Edmund  Quincy  left  two  sous, — Dsnid,  the 
child  of  hia  Bnt  wife  (Jcmina  Hour),  sister  cf  the 

president  of  the  college,  and  Edmund,  whose  mother 
(Elizabeth  Gookin)  was  the  widow  of  John  Eliot,  Jr. 
Daniel  Quincy  was  the  fattier  of  that  John  Quincy,  of 
Mount  Wollaston,  in  whose  honor  the  town  of  Quincy 
subsequently  received  its  nsme.  Of  him  it  will  be 
proper,  thenfors,  to  presently  speak  at  length.  Ed- 
mund, bis  yonnger  half-brother,  inherited  the  father's 
botjse  and  farm,  and  presently  married  Dorotbv  Flynt, 
already  referred  to  as  the  common  origin  ut  ilmt  re- 
markable progeny,  in  whidi  hwyenii  statesmen,  on- 
toon,  po«ta«  story-tdlers  and  phUosoplien  asea  to  vie 
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with  each  oth«r  in  mogaiied  emiDeniM.   Mom  di»-  J 

tin<;ui!^1ied  than  eitber  fais  fttber  or  grandfather,  the 
third  EdmuDd  Quiocy  passed  neurly  his  whole  life  in 
the  public  service.  Gradaaiing  in  1699,  in  1713-14 
be  reprawoted  Bniatree  in  the  General  Court,  and  ' 
beeams  aAflnraidR  ■  neaber  of  tb«  Onmol.  Oolonal 
of  the  Suffolk  regiment,  be  wai  nacle  one  of  the 
judfref  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  in  1737,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six,  he  was  selected  as  the  agent  of  the 
province  to  represent  it  before  the  English  govern-  ! 
meot  in  ibe  matter  of  tbe  dispvted  New  Hampsbire  | 
boundary.  Reaching  London  in  December,  in  the 
fdllowinLT  February  he  was  a  victim  of  provetitidn, 
for  he  died  trtiin  inaeulated  smallpox.  He  was  buried 
in  the  graveyard  which  held  tbe  dust  of  Milton  and 
BttD^n.  The  Genenil  Conrt  of  MamebiuettB  otuMd 
A  voniiinent  to  be  there  erected  to  him  m  hetiog 
evidence  fluit  he  was  "  the  delij^ht  of  his  own  penplr-, 
but  of  none  more  than  of  the  Spnnfe,  wlio.  a<  a  ti'Sti- 
luuuy  of  their  luve  and  gratitude,  have  ordered  this 
epitaph  to  be  inieribed.** 

Judge  Edmund  Quincy  had  two  sons,  EidDtiiid  and 
Josiah.    A  portion  of  the  land  at  Bniintree  came  ' 
into  the  possew^ion  of  Josiah,  atcl  it  was  ln'  who  per-  ] 
petuated  tbe  family,  though  the  old  mansion  passed  ! 
into  other  bends.   A  Boeton  merehant  and  aneooa-  > 
tal  privateersman  in  bia  earlier  life,  the  first  Josiah 
Quincy  passed  hi.s  lator  years  at  Braintrec,  dwelling  i 
for  a  time  in  a  house  which  stood  on  thr  "  Hancock 
lot."    This  house  was  burned  in  May,  1759.    In  it  . 
JobD  Adaine,  when  a  nan  of  tweiitj4hree»  wee  wont ! 
to  apend  nmj  eveninge)  and  It  waa  by  mere  chaoce 
that  he  did  not  marry  one  of  its  daughters.    The  | 
methods  of  passinfr  tho  time  there  did  not  nlwny« 
commend  thembclvcs  to  him.    "  Playing  cards  the  | 
whole  evening.   Thia  is  tbe  wise  and  ealntary  amnie- 
ment  the  yonog  gentlemen  take  every  evening  in  tbia 
town.    Playing  cards,  drinking  pooch  and  wine, 
smoking  tobacc-o,  and  KW(!ariiig.  ...  1  know  not  how 
any  young  fellow  can  Htudy  in  thia  town." 

In  his  turn  Joaiab  Quincy  ma  oolonel  of  tbe  Sa^ 
folk  regiment,  and  he  wia  abo  through  many  years 
a  warm  personal  frkod  and  correqmndent  of  Dr  ' 
Franklin     A  man  of  apttvp.  inqniring  mind,  his 
only  experience  in  public  life  was  in  1755,  the  year  | 
of  Braddock's  defeat,  when  be  served  as  a  oommia- 1 
rioner  of  the  provinee  in  arranging  joint  militaiy  | 
operations  with  the  sister  province  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Tie  h^ft  three  son:"?,  thp  youngest  of  whom,  named 
after  himself  and  known  in  history  as  Josiah  Quincy, 
Jr.,  rose  rapidly  to  distinction,  and  had  he  not  died 
at  the  early  ag»  of  thirty-one,  conld  hardly  have 
fldled  to  be  one  of  the  itrominent  polltieal  eharaotoia  ' 


of  the  Bevolution.   With  John  Adanm  be  defaiM 

Captain  Preston  af\er  the  ao-ealled  "Boston  ]!» 

«ncre»."  and  in  1774,  when  '^fiirr^lv  thirty  years  of 
age,  he  was  the  con6dentiul  a^cot  in  Liondon  of  the 
patriot  party.  Dying  on  shipboard,  almost  in  gi;^ 
of  hie  native  New  England  eoast,  JemA  Qnioqr,  h, 
left  behind  him  an  infant  son,  whose  long  and  kooor 
ab!e  life,  liririnnintr  before  the  Revohjtion,  outlasted 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  But  President  Josiah 
Quincy,  of  Uarvard  College,  though  he  lived  all  kb 
life  on  tbe  fiunily-plaeo  at  Qotncy,  always  identiM 
himself  with  the  city  of  Boston.  His  bistoiy  sai 
faini^  nro  not  part  of  the  reoord  of  the  town  which  Imt 
hiJ'  family  name. 

Recurring  to  the  other  seveoteenth-ccutury  brantl 
of  tbe  famity,  Daniel  Qoint^,  the  son  of  the  sbomI 
Edmund  and  father  of  John,  on  the  9th  of  Noven- 
her,  10^2.  married  Anna  Shepard.  the  granddaughter 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  of  Cambridge.  Tn* 
following  quaint  and  striking  account  of  her  wcddisg 
is  contained  in  the  pages  of  Sewdl : 

"Oonrin  DuM  QalnMy  Harriw  Mra.  Anna  Sbapard  Biftn 

.tf)liTi  Unit,  f«q.  Pmn'I  Nowr!!.  foq,  and  many  Ppryr'ts"  j»r^«ot, 
■kliiiott  Captain  Brattle's  great  Uull  (uUi  CapUiiD  b.  uiti  Mn. 
Bnlllo  there  for  two.  Mr.  Willard  began  with  prajer.  Mr. 
Tliotnns  Shepard  (.included  ;  as  he  wa»  Preying,  Coiuio 
Mother  Hull,  ariTe  and  self  came  in.  A  good  «paoe  after,  •)><• 
bad  Wton  Cake  and  drunk  AVine  and  Beer  plontitulh,  «• 
wer*  a»ll«d  into  tbe  Hull  again  to  Slof.  In  Singing  Time  Ma 
Bmttle  goea  out,  being  ill :  Mo«t  ot  tha  Cotopauy  goe  >w«f> 
thinking  it  n  rjualm  or  some  Fit;  But  fhr  gri)»>  worv,  ■^ir-'^' 
not  a  wocd,  and  m  djea  away  b«r  ebair,  I  holding  b«r  r<«: 
(for  tbe  bad  tllpt  iMm).  At  length  <rat  of  llw  KiteWaiM 
o;ii  i  v  tlio  i-lKiii.  anil  Her  in  it,  into  the  Wedding  Hall; 
after  n  while  lay  the  Corps  of  tbe  deed  Aunt  in  tbe  Brida-Bid: 
So  tbat  BOW  tbe  etfangeneac  and  horror  of  tb*  IblsK  SIMtht 
(jn.'t  nowl  jiiv.rKsi  House  with  Kjulntion:  The  Rridcgrootn  s-'t 
Bride  lye  at  Mr.  Airs,  «on-in-law  to  tbo  deuoMed,  going  »"M 
like  Pnraou  put  to  ligbt  in  BattaL" 

There  were  two  children  bom  of  tbia  mania)^<  * 
daughter,  Aon,  to  1685,  and  a  son,  John,  in  10S9. 
The  year  foUowintr  Daniel  Quincy  died.  He  mem 
always  to  bave  lived  in  Boston,  whjere  be  followtid  tbe 
trade  of  goldsmith,  and  in  Beaton  hn  son  wss  ben; 
bat  droumstancee  seemed  to  draw  the  QvincJ^  1 1 
wards  Braintree.  When  William  Coddington  l*ft 
Massachusetis  he  gradually  disposed  of  hi?!  proprtj 
there,  and  in  1639  tbe  greater  port  of  bis  ailotoieat 
at  Uoitnt  Wdlsaton  pasaed  into  tbe  banda  of  Wilfim 
Tyng,  a  Boeton  mwebant.  Thomas  Sbepifd  M 
married  a  duu^'liter  of  this  William  Tyng,  and  ihefiuia 
at  Mount  Wolln.ston,  in  IHGl,  p;issed  by  inberittnce 
into  Mw.  Shepard's  hands,  in  lti77,  tivc  years  bfr 
fore  Anna  Shepard  married  Daniel  Quincy,  her  ftthWi 
Tbomsa  Shepard,  bed  died,  hut  her  mother,  WSBm 
Tyng*a  daughter  and  the  owner  of  Monut  WcBtfMr 
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Uv«d  until  August,  17UU.  Mn.  Daniel  Quiocj,  it  has 
■hvady  been  Been,  muriad  the  Rev.  Mow»  Kiike  in 
1701  f  and  died  in  July,  1708 ;  Moordinglj,  Mn.  Shep* 

ard  surviving  her  daughter,  left  the  farm  at  Mtniiit 
WoIIastOD  to  her  f^randson,  John  Quiney,  who  bad 
graduated  from  Harvard  (Joilegeouc  year  before. 

Gomtng  into  poeseflrioo  of  the  property  at  this  earlj 
age,  yottDg  John  Qaioc^^,  in  1715,  nuried  BliiaiMth 
Norton,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Nortoo,  third  pas- 
tor of  the  Ilineham  Church,  and  on  Tuc-sduy.  Octo- 
ber 4lh,  of  that  jear,  Judge  Sewall  records  that  he 
gave  him  "a  Paaltn-book covered  with Tarkj- Leather 
for  hiB  MiatNM.'*  It  was  at  thia  time  that  he  hnilt 
his  house  at  Mount  Wollaston,  and  went  to  Braintree 
to  live,  beii);^  then  major  of  the  Suffolk  regiment. 
Two  jeant  later,  in  1717,  be  was  first  sent  tu  represent 
the  town  iu  the  Qcneral  Court,  and  he  continued  to 
lepraaent  il  at  iatervab  throagh  Ibrtj  years,  hia  hat 
term  of  aerviee  beiiig  in  1757.  From  1719  to  1741 
his  service  was  consecutive,  and  riorn  1720  to  1739 
he  was  Speaker  of  the  Hooae.  Paul  Dudley  was 
then  ehooen  to  the  place,  but  Qoveruor  Shirley  nega- 
tived him,  and  John  Qainoy  was  leehoaen.  lo  1742 
be  beeame  a  member  of  the  Conoetl,  and  again  in 
1746.  cnritinuin;^  in  it  until  1754.  Hp  thtii  became 
ai;ain  a  delegate  for  three  years.  He  was  now  eixty- 
eight  years  old,  and  seems  to  have  retired  from  active 
life  to  pM  the  remainder  of  hia  daya  at  Mount  Wol- 
laiton.  We  there  get  a  glimpse  of  him  through  the 
memoranda  of  John  Adams,  who,  on  Christmas- 
day,  1765,  says  he  "  drank  tea  at  grandfather  Qtiincy  s. 
The  old  gentleman  inquijiitivc  about  the  hearing  he- 
fim  the  Governor  and  Oonneil ;  about  the  Governor's 
and  Secretary's  looks  and  behavior,  and  about  the 
finni  determination  of  the  Board.  The  old  lady  as 
Uierry  and  chatty  ns  ever,  with  her  stories  out  of  the 
newspapera."  The  hearing  hero  relt-rred  to  which 
excited  the  old  otmnoilor'a  inteveet  waa  that  before 
Governor  Barnard  on  the  memorial  of  the  town  of 
B  oston,  at  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Aot  riota,  that  the 
courts  of  law  should  he  opened. 

For  a  number  of  yearti  Juhu  (putney  was  colonel 
of  the  SaiRtIk  regiment,  hut  in  1742  heleatthat  por- 
tion through  the  intrigues  of  Joseph  Qooch.  John 
Adams  has  left  a  lively  description  of  this  affair,  in 
which  at  the  time  he  felt  a  boy's  keen  interest;  for 
bis  own  father  was  in  the  regiment,  and  was  offered  a 
aptdn'seommiaaion  by  Gooeh, — en  offer  whieh  "  he 
■purned  with  disdain ;  would  serve  in  the  militia  ttoder 
no  colonel  but  Qaincy."  Early  appointed  a  magis- 
trate, for  years  and  years  the  name  of  John  Quincy 
— or  Col.  John  Quiocy,  Esq.,  as  the  furm  of  those  days 
want— appears  in  the  Braintree  records  as  moderator 


of  every  town-meeting,  in  the  parish  also  he  was 
the  leading  man.  Not  onlyt  ^  aaage  of  the 
period,  was  he  noted  fbr  a  atriet  observance  of  the 
Lord's  day,  and  a  constant  attendance  upon  the 

public  ordin«nc(\s  of  rclifrton."  hut  he  pre.sided  at 
the  parish  meetings,  and  it  was  he  who  served  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  which  in  1753  inveati- 
gated  the  cfaatges  against  Hp.  Briant.  John  Adams 
de.'^eribes  him  aa  "  a  man  of  letters,  taste,  and  aenaei" 
as  well  as  "  an  experienced  and  venerated  statesman  ;" 
but  it  is  a  curious  fact  of  one  so  prominent  that 
not  a  leUer  or  paper  of  hia,  or  even  a  book  known 
to  have  belonged  to  him,  now  lemaios  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  his  desocndsnts.  After  bis  death  and  through 
a  period  of  forty  ypars  his  estate,  and  everything  be- 
longing to  him,  fell  into  complete  neglect.  Yet  if,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee,  John  Quincy  wrote  the 
report  on  the  diarges  against  Hr.  Briant,  that  doov- 
mcnt  alone,  in  its  pure^  ample  language  and  broad, 
liberal  tone,  is  evidence  enough  that  John  Adams' 
tribute  to  him  was  not  undeserved.  One  passage  in 
it  may  serve  as  a  sample  of  the  whole,  for  it  breathes 
the  tme  spirit  which  inspires  every  targe-minded 
searcher  for  truth  ;  and  it  was  a  larire  minded  man  who 
wrote  it.  Tleferrin^'  to  the  cliarge  tluit  Mr.  Briant 
had  at  Ills  (jrdiiuuion  madi-  a  professiuu  of  faith,  the 
committee  in  its  report  denies  the  fact ;  but  then  does 
not  fear  to  add  that,  even  "  if  he  had  made  any  such 
profeasioD,  it  conld  not  destroy  his  right  of  private 
judgment,  nor  be  obligatory  upon  him  nny  further 
than  it  uontinued  to  appear  to  liim  a^reeahle  to  reason 
and  Scripture."  And,  again,  it  had  been  charged 
that  Mr.  Briant  had  reeomoieaded  a  owtMo  book  doo> 
tiinally  unsound  "  to  the  prayerful  pemsal  of  one  or 
more  of  his  parishioners."  The  committee  replied 
that  his  m  drting  "  was  worthy  a  Protef?tant  minister  ; 
and  we  cannot  but  eummeud  our  pastor  for  the  pains 
he  tskes  to  promote  a  ftee  and  impartial  exammation 
into  all  articles  of  oar  holy  religion,  so  that  aU  VUtjf 
juihji  .  '■('  //  'jf  tlienuelves,  what  is  n]/ht."  A  country 
parish  in  which  such  sentinii  iits  as  these  were  offi- 
cially set  forth  iu  the  year  1753  was  well  udvauced 
on  the  path  which  led  to  revoltttion,both  political  and 
religbns. 

Among  those  of  his  own  day  John  Quiney  "  was 
as  much  e«!tccmod  and  respected  as  any  man  in  the 
province."  Enjoying  what  was  then  looked  upon  as 
an  ample  fbrtnne,  "  he  devoted  his  time,  his  &ealtict, 
and  hia  ioflnence  to  the  service  of  his  eonntiy," 
studiously  avoiding  "  an  ensnaring  dependi  ncy  on 
any  man,  and  whatever  should  tend  to  lay  him  undor 
any  disadvantage  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty."  He 
filled  slmost  every  pubfieoficeto  whidi  a  native4wm 
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New  BngtaDder  eoald  Id  the  ooUmimI  4a;a  «q>ire. 

Colonel  in  the  militia.  Sjieaker  of  tlie  House,  member 
of  tho  rnnnci!,  he  also  negotiated  Indian  treaties,  and 
in  1121  the  remnant  uf  the  Punkapog  tribe,  abused 
and  defrauded,  petitioned  tbac  h«  might  be  appointed 
their  guardim.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  held 
this  tiii:-t,  then  resigninf:  it  "by  reason  of  his  dis- 
tance "  from  his  ward.s.*  Finally,  in  all  peisitions  be 
approved  himself  "  a  true  friend  to  the  interest  and 
pnM|>erity  of  the  proviaee ;  a  aealous  advocate  fyt  and 
vit-orous  defender  of  its  liberties  and  privil^ee/* 

This  dclailcd  sketrb  i  f  .Ir.liii  Qiiiiicy  is  a  necessary 
feature  in  the  history  of  Oid  Braintrce.  He  was  a 
typical  man.  He  represented,  perhaps  more  com- 
pletely than  any  other  member  even  of  the  remark- 
able family  to  which  he  belonged,  a  political  and 
social  element  in  New  KriL'hutd  life  wliidi  lia^  since 
disappeared.  He  belonged  to  the  cla^s  which  io 
JSoglaod  produced  John  Uampdeu, — the  educated 
eonntry  ^ntlemen,  the  owners  of  the  broad  aerea 
on  which  they  dwelt.  Following  no  pmfiiBsion,  but 
going  up  to  Parliament  year  after  year,  they  were 
the  loyal,  Ingriiiued  repreeeotatires  of  the  cummuui- 
ties  of  which  they  wen  a  part.  Of  tbeae  men 
Washington  was  a  Viiginia  oAhoot  He  represented 
them  in  their  highest  phasic  of  development  under 
Southern  .surroundings, — plain,  true,  straitrhtforward, 
self-retfpecliog,  gifted  with  that  perfectly  balanced 
oommon-sense  which  in  its  way  is  one  sort  of  g^ins. 
Favorable  drcumstaooes,  always  availed  of«  bronght 
Washington  to  the  front,  and  have  made  of  him  an 
American  immortality.  Yet  in  America  at  that  time, 
as  in  the  Stokc-Pogia  churchyard,  there  were  doubt- 
less many  men  who  contained  within  themselves  the 
possibilities  of  a  Hampden,  a  Milton,  or  a  Cromwell. 
That  Jdlui  Quincydid,  eaimot  In-  assei  ti'il ;  for  of  him 
now  iiothini:  remains  except  a  name  and  a  few  dates. 
His  grave,  even,  is  not  marked,  uur  its  place  known. 
Bo(  he  none  the  less  was  a  good  specimen  of  the 
Stnidy,  oomnion-sensed,  high-toned  class  of  English 
gentlemen  in  the  shape  New  England  reprndnced 
them  in  colonial  day^.  What  under  other  circum- 
stances he  might  have  proved,  it  would  be  idle  to 
sttrmise.  Born  and  dying  a  colonist  in  a  small  pro- 
vincial community  thickly  ertittcd  over  with  theology, 
and  in  fr»edo!n  of  thought  and  Aincy  hardly  re- 
moved from  the  childish  stage,  he  aud  those  of  his 
lime  bad  scant  room  Ibr  development.  The  stage 
was  small ;  and  its  atmosphere  was  iey. 

Yet  in  one  re«pect  John  Quincy  was  singularly 
fortunate.  Though  not  a  Hue  of  his  writ int;  rfmnins. 
though  his  public  services  are  tbrgotteu,  though  his 
grave  is  unknown  and  his  mily  son  died  diikSeat, 


•  yet  his  name  survives.    When,  in  179S,  the  oiig- 

inal  town  of  Braintree  was  subdivided,  the  Rev. 
Anthony  Wibird  "was  requested  to  give  a  D«me  to 
the  place.    But  he  refusing,  a  similar  request  vti 
made  to  the  Hon.  Richard  Craneh,who  recoameadd 
its  being  called  Qoiney,  in  honor  of  Col.  John  Qnia^.*' 
Nor  wa»  thi.s  the  only  form  in  which  the  name 
perp(»ruat<»d.    Col.  Quincj'  had  two  children,  a  -  ; 
I  named  Norton  in  honor  of  his  mother's  family,  ana  a 
'  daughter,  who  became  in  time  the  wife  of  Wilitisi 
■  Smith,  of  Weymouth.    Among  the  children  of  thif 
ootiple  was  one  who,  in  October.  ITtl  t.  married  John 
Aduuw.    In  July,  1767,  as  old  dehn  (Quincy  iaj 
dying  at  Mount  Wollaj>ton,  this  granddaughter  of  hif 
gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  when,  the  next  dsy,  as  wii 
'  then  th  >  practice,  the  child  was  baptised,  its  gratMl- 
motlii  r,  who  was  pre«eiit  nt  it>  liirtb,  requested  tbst  it 
I  might  be  called  after  her  father.    Long  afterwanis 
the  child  thus  oamed  wrote  of  this  incident:  "It 
was  filial  tenderness  that  gave  the  name.   It  was  tke 
name  of  one  passing  from  earth  to  tmmortaJitT. 
These  have  been  among  the  sfron'ie«t  links  of  my 
i  attachment  to  the  name  of  Quincy,  and  have  been  la 
\  me  through  life  a  perpetual  admonition  to  do  notbiif 
I  unworthy  of  it." 

I  In  the  year  IVm.  Miss  Hannah  Adams,  the  his- 
torian, in  writing  to  John  Adams,  made  reference  to 

^  the  "  humble  obscurity"  of  their  common  origiA. 

I  Her  correspondent,  in  reply,  while  neknowledgnf 

t  ttie  kinship,  went  on  to  energetieally  remark  tliit, 
could  he  "  ever  suppose  that  family  pride  were  anr 
way  expn<<able,  [he]  should  think  a  descent  from  » 
ime  of  virtuous,  iodepeDdent  New  fiugiaod  farocr* 

I  for  a  hundred  and  sixty  yeain  was  a  better  fbundir 
tion  for  it  than  a  descent  through  royal  or  Boblt 
scoundrels  ever  «iiKL"  ihe  flood."  The  "  virtannSi 
independent  New  Kinjlatid  farmer?"  here  describe*! 
were  to  the  full  as  importuut  a  social  and  political 
element  in  colonial  days  as  the  gentry.   They  rsfm- 

'  seated  the  free  yeomanry  of  England  under  the  nc* 
conditions,  just  as  the  gentry  represented  the  laud- 

,  holders.    But  it  has  already  been  noticed  that  lite 

,  New  England  farmer,  as  a  rule,  did  not  pay  rtst. 

I  He  was  the  ownm'  of  the  land  on  wkioh  he  lived  aod 
a  freeholder, — the  equal  of  any  one.  This  holdiosr  of 
(he  fee  it  wa^^  wliich  gave  him  hif»  individualitv.  He 

^  ceased  to  be  the  cultivator  of  another's  ground,  ind 
himself  had  a  stake  in  the  eouotiy.  Acoordioglj> 
he  beoame  an  inlluenee  seoond  to  none  other  in  tbc 

;  shaping  of  New  England  devdopment.  His  in- 
fluence, too,  was  immensply  oonservntive.  Not  (\vi\e^ 
of  thought,  be  wa.«>  the  reverse  of  receptive  of  n<* 

I  ideas ;  and,  when  money  entersd  Into  the  qu«8iiM,li* 
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AoeaMomed  in  his  struggle  for  subsist- 
enee  to  extort  «vprythin^  ho  j^ot  from  a  nipf^anJ  soil, 
be  watched  public  expenditure  with  a  cold,  ^aviag 
eye,  rad  id  t<nni-m«etiDg  could  be  safelj^  coanted 
upon  to  riise  hn  voiee  agtiast  enythiag  which  was 
likely  to  impose  a  burden  on  his  farm.  Subsequent 
history  showi'd  thi-  clfarly.     QiiL'.<tions  of  taxutiun 
appealed  to  hiin  at  once,  and  a  freedom  from  all  im- 
poste  not  voted  byhiaiMlf  moit  neerlj  embodied  hii 
ides  of  indepeiideDOB.  In  the  q>b«ie  of  bis  narrow 
village  life,  far  removed  from  great  cities,  he  saw 
around  him  but  two  classe;*  nf  men  to  whom  he  in 
an;  waj  looked  up;  these  were  the  clergy  and  the 
gentry,  the  minieter  and  the  eqnite.   So  far  w  meens 
*od  mode  of  life  were  conoenied,  these  were  not  Tery 
difierent  from  himsf'ir;  thf»y,  tis  well  as  he,  led  simple 
live*,     All  tiiin^lod  in  thi'  strrpts,  at  rhnroh  and  in 
towu-meetiiii:,  witli  an  equality  which  was  not  the 
teas  mntnally  respeclfbl  because  it  was  real.   In  the 
geotij  end  clergy,  therefore,  the  farmer  saw  nothing 
to  which  he  iiiiL'lit  n>)t  aspire  for  his  own  child.  There 
was  no  privileged  class,  no  suggestion  of  caste,  or 
rank,  or  nobility.    If  the  small  farmer  chose  by  diot 
of  severe  eeoooiny  to  send  his  eoii  to  oollege,  that  son 
would  be  a  minister  tod  might  marry  into  the  gentry. 
Accordin^'ly.  th<<  farmer  was  very  apt  to  send  one  son 
at  least  to  college. 

As  Bdmaod  and  John  Qnincy  were  in  Braintree 
typical  of  the  gentry,  so  Deaeoos  Ssmnel  Bass  and  John 
Adams  were  typical  of  the  farmer  elsss.  Through 
the  whole  c^il'Hii  il  |>oriiiil  llio  ilcnron  was  held  in  high 
respect  i  on  ih«;  Sabbath  he  sat  on  his  own  beooh 
before  the  pulpit,  and  on  the  week-daj  he  and  the 
nsgistnto  and  the  oflieen  of  the  militia  were  the 
titled  men  of  the  village.     Speaking  of  a  kinsman 
of  his,  Oxenbridge  Tbachrr  usoil  to  say,  "  Old  Co!. 
Thacher,  of  Barnstable,  was  an  excellent  man ;  be 
was  a  Very  holy  man  ;  I  used  to  love  to  hear  bim 
pray;  he  Was  a  eounsdor  and  a  deaeoo.    I  have 
heard  hini  say  that  of  all  his  titles,  that  of  a  deacon 
he  thought  the  most  honorable."    Braintrpc"?!  first 
deacon,  Samuel  Baas,  has  already  been  rui'erred  to  as 
the  progenitor  of  a  nnmeroos  ofispring,  for  at  the 
time  of  his   death   he    had   seen   one  bttndrod 
»nd  sixty-two   descenJants.     Born   in    1601,  he 
came  over  to    Nlw    Kuirland    in  lfi32,  and  first 
iBttled  at  Roxbury  ;  from  whence,  in  1640,  he  re- 
moved to  Bndntree,  there  purchasing  lands  whieh 
for  over   two   centuries   remained   in  the  hands 
of  his  deaceii JariL".     He  was  received  into  the  com 
inunion  of  the  churL-ii  in  .luly,  1640,  and  chosen  dea- 
eoo, which  office  he  held  until  his  death,  in  16U4.  A 
nun  two-handled  eup  of  plain  silver  in  the  oommn- 


nion  service  of  the  first  church  jci  hears  his  name  and 
title  inscribed  upon  it  a.-;  ime  of  it.*  givers.  Active 
also  iu  civil  life,  Deacon  Haiss  rcpre^tcnted  the  town  in 
no  less  than  twelve  Geocral  Courts  between  1641 
and  1664.  In  1645  he  was  on  the  eommitlee  to  see 
that  the  town-man^h  should  "  bo  improved  tO  tho 
Elders'  u?*i'/'  and  for  !»pvf  ml  ypnr«  hi»  was  on<^  of  three, 
empowered  by  the  court  to  "  end  small  cases  in 
Bratottee  aoder  twenty  sbilKngs."  In  1653  he  re* 
oeived  filVeen  votes  ont  of  a  total  of  forty-one  fbr  the 
position  of  mling  elder  in  the  ehnreh,  and  two  years 
later  he  was  one  of  thf»  commission  appointed  by  the 
Qencral  Court  to  build  a  cart-bridge  over  the  Ne< 
ponset.  Thus— 

"  Ilii  rirtaa  wallc'd  tlieir  narrow  ronad. 

Ao'i  »ure  the  eteraaj  Mitstor  found 
Hi*  ■iagb  Mimt  wtH  employ'd." 

In  1657  a  son  of  Ifoacon  Bass,  John  by  name, 

married  Rwtli  AIii< n.  ilie  d.iughter  of  John  and  PtIs- 
ctlla  Alili-n.  iif  Plymouth  and  "  Mayflower"  fame. 
By  her  he  had  a  daughter,  Hannah,  born  in  June, 
1667-  This  Hannah  Bass  presently  married  Joseph 
Adams,  of  Brsintree,  and  on  the  8ih  of  Fehmaty, 
1693,  she  ^ve  birth  to  John  Adams,  afterwards  in 
hii  turn  de:icon  of  the  First  Pn  clni  t  church.  This 
John  .\dams,  therefore,  was  the  great-grandson  of 
the  original  Deacon  Bass,  and  one  of  the  hundred  and 
saxty>two  desoendants  bom  to  him  before  his  death. 
John  Adams  was  in  hi.s  turn  a  typical  New  England 
yeoman.  IT«'  livwl  on  ]\U  farm,  throut»h  which  ran 
the  main  street  of  the  town,  dying  in  1761,  "  beloved, 
esteemed,  and  revered  by  all  who  knew  him,*'  having 
had  seven  ehildren,  the  eldest  of  whom,  also  named 
John,  he  had  sent  to  collegt;.  The  life  of  the  elder 
John  .\'lain*i  well  illn^trnten  what  hiiH  been  called 
"  the  sturdy,  unostentatious  demeanor  of  those  who 
filled  the  minor  plsoea  of  usefblnem"  in  earlj  New 
KogUiod.  For  nearly  Ibrty  yean  bis  name  legnlarly 
appears  in  the  ri'conls  nf  the  town.  lie  passed 
thrr.nL'li  all  ii.s  LTadci^  ofnffiue;  for  in  172"i,  he  being 
then  by  occupation  a  "  cordwainer,"  or  maker  of  shoes, 
was  ehosen  sealer  of  leather.**  In  1724  he  wsa 
tytbingmao,  and  in  1727  eonstable,  or  collector  of 
taxes.  In  17;-i4  he  was  an  ensign  in  the  militia, 
and  also  ^flfctman  ;  and  a  little  later,  having  become 
lieutenant,  he  volunteered  to  take  care  of  the  town 
powder,  providing  a  ehest  fbr  it  in  his  own  house, 
which  he  thus  converted  into  a  magazine.  Between 
1710  and  1710.  ht  in.;  still  Lieut.  Adams,  he  is  nine 
tiiUL's  sclcctnian.  It  was  in  ont^  of  the  earlier  of  these 
yeara  that  hia  military  lile  came  to  an  end  as  the  result 
of  Joseph  Qooeh*s  intrignes  to  anpeisede  Cot.  John 
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Quiticy.  I.iput.  John  Adauis,  it  will  be  rememhcred, 
refused  "  with  diitdaiu    lim  uder  ul  u  captaiuc^  iruui 

Gooflh.   But  m  Hay,  1747,  he  had  Uken  hia  place 

amon^  tlie  deacoaa  on  the  Ijench  befiwe  die  pulpit, 
and  iu  1752  he  rcuppcars  m  the  rrcords  among 
the  selectmen  as  Deacon  John  Adams,  and  in 
chosen  through  four  Buc<^^ive  }'ear»,  and  again  in 
1758;  fbarteeii  yean  in  all,  did  he  IIU  the  olBoe, 
"  ahn(H>t  all  the  boaincsfl  of  the  town  being  managed 
by  him."  Ho  wa"?  now  in  his  Fixtj  seventh  year,  and 
bis  name  appears  but  once  more  io  the  records,  and 
then  only  in  conoccliou  with  a  way  throuj^h  bis  land. 
Three  yeaia  hter  he  died  in  a  aeaaon  of  epidemie. 
Long  after,  Id  reforring  to  hitu,  his  .son  wrote  tliat  he 
could  not  adequately  expre!«s  the  fxalted  opinions  \n: 
had  "  of  his  wisdom  and  virtue,"  and  that  he  was  "  a 
man  of  atrict  piety  and  great  iotegrity  ;  much  esteemed 
and  heloved  wherever  he  waa  known,  which  was  not 
ftr,  his  sphere  of  life  bein<r  not  extensive." 

While  the  individuals  whose  lives  havo  bicn 
sketched  reprei»eDted  the  gentry  and  yeouiaary  of  the 
pfOTinoe^  it  mnat  not  be  aopposed  that  thoae  daaaea 
nade  up  the  whde  of  that  eomninnity.  Thia  waa  not 
the  case.  Thpy  were  its  distinctive  types  only.  The 
body  of  that  oninmunity.  like  fhrme  of  nil  cr>nmiu- 
oitiee,  waa  composed  of  laboring  people ;  and,  while 
in  Bndntree  the  richest  were  poor,  there  ia  ample  evi- 
dence that  the  poorest  did  not  live  in  abundance.  On 
the  contrary,  besides  the  ordinary  laborer  who  simply 
made  his  living,  there  was  a  curious  pauper  clas.«,  traces 
of  which  appear  uli  through  the  records,  who  lived  in 
hoveb  on  the  waste  laud,  picking  up  a  living  in  un- 
known waya.  They  were  the  viciona,  the  shiftless, 
and  the  inlemppratf.  Left  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
thf  lasv  of  tlic  survival  of  the  fittct^t  worked  upon 
them  slowly,  perhaps,  but  in  that  rugged  climate  it 
worked  with  oertatoty.  They  died  ont.  WhmQuiocy 
was  set  off,  in  1792,  one  of  the  fint  thinga  the  adeet- 
moii  (lid  was  to  warn  fourteen  adults,  seven  of  whom 
had  fatnilies.  to  "  depart  the  limit-s  of  the  town." 
Thruuglioul  the  recurd.-s  ot  the  whole  culunial  period, 
down  even  to  the  year  1830,  the  heavy  proportion 
which  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  poor  bears  to 
all  iitlier  puMic  <liar;.'e>  is  most  noticoahle.  It  was 
tar  heavier  than  it  now  is,  and  it  showed  a  continual 
tendency  to  disproportionate  growth.  And  yet  the 
charity  of  those  daya  waa  cold.  Indeed,  anything 
eoM  .  r  oonld  not  well  be  conceived.  It  acknowledged 
in  the  p(M>r  and  the  unfortunate  a  ri.:ht  to  live;  and 
that  was  all.    On  this  pjint  the  record  is  instructive. 

It  opens  with  the  town-meeting  of  Dec.  24,  1694, 
when  the  earliaat  apecilie  appropriatioo  ever  reooided 
in  Braintree  wna  made.   The  fint  item  of  it  reada 


I-'ive  pounds  for  John  Belrh' r"s  widow  s  niaint« 
ance;  thirty  shilliogs  to  Thouos  iieveli  for  IceepiDg  ^ 
I  William  Dimblebee.*'   But  the  vnfortnnnle  ]KmU» 
I  bee  bad  already  gone  to  his  reat,  and  this  paymml 

was  for  service  performed,  a»  a  little  furiher  on  vTen  ' 
,  shillings  is  appropriated  "  for  Dimlileliee  s  (v  fin. 
,  Before  this  entry  of  1694  there  is  one  other  which 
,  throws  a  gleam  of  ghastly  light  on  a  aobfeek  whielisr 
I  late  years  has  been  somewhat  discussed.    It  baabeea 
the  fashion  to  assert  that  for  certain  reasons,  trsoeaUe 
to  local  peculiarities  of  life  or  thought,  insanity  is  io  ' 
,  New  England  on  the  increase,  sod  the  census  tabic* 
j  have  been  oonfidently  appealed  to  in  support  of  tUs 
theory .    Those  advocating  the  theory  have  seemed  to 
foTL^e!  that  social  stati^ties  are  of  recent  invention,  and 
that  the  charitable  systems  of  liome  communities  ate 
more  perfect  than  thoae  of  othcta.   To  compare  the 
ahowing  aa  napecla  inaanity  of  a  eommooity  whiek 
now  carefully  'gathers  the  demented  together,  and  tea- 
ilerly  cares  lur  theiii  in  hosipitals,  with  the  showing  of 
^  that  !<ame  community  before  its  demeulcd  were  csnd 
I  for  at  all,  ia  anilioiently  absurd :  yet  even  this  ia  jhr  loa 
abaurd  than  it  ia  to  compare  the  record  of  aneh  a  oath 
I  munity  with  that  of  some  other  community  which  stiD 
I  leaves  its  insane  tied  in  attics  and  cellars,  or  wandeiinz 
I  iu  the  streets ;  and  theu  to  argue  thai  the  first  commu- 
nity, because  it  cares  for  the  insane  and  namben  thsw, 
ia  afflteted  with  an  epidemie  of  ioaani^  from  which  (hi 
last  community,  because  it  neither  cares  for  or  numbers 
them,  is  exenipt.     It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  our 
age  has  been  fruitful  of  new  social  or  physical  evils. 
I  There  is  a  world  of  truth  in  Maeanlay'a  ramsik, 
I  when  treating  of  these  qucsttOBBt  tliat  the  social  and 
physical  ills  which  so  sliuek  us  nriw  are.  with  scm-'H 
an  exception,  old;  "  that  wliieh  is  new  is  the  iuUiUi- 
gence  which  discerns  and  the  humanity  which  reuie- 
j  dies  tliem." 

Here  ia  the  first  record  relating  to  the  treatment  of 
the  insane  poor  of  Braintree  town,  under  date  of 
1<>89: 

"  It  wii»  vuitJ  ttint  Samuel  tjiwr  "-houlii  builti  u  lilUc  boni*. 

ix'von  foot  long  an<i  liTe  foot  wide,  :itHl  irt  it  bj  hia  boato  toie- 
'  cure  bit  lUtera,  good  wifa  Wit^  boiDS  diitraatctl,  anJ  profM* 
'  for  her,  and  the  town  by  vote  agrasd  to  we  bin  well  payed  tad 

-K'i-Tied  whicb  i>hAll  bo  tbouxht  rea»ODabI«." 

The  wretched  maiiiae  wa.«  chained  like  a  do2  in  » 
j  kennel  which  stood  by  her  brother's  house.  Then 
again  in  1G99,  io  language  hardly  less  significant  cf 
j  cold,  mereilefla  brutality,  it  waa 

"Totod,  Thnt  John  Baglffy.  of  Roxbary,  ibould  have  four 
pouads  Ibr  keapiac  Abigail  M«al,  Providlag  h«  glva  tbs  Ttv* 
adfartlMrlrMiblSi.'' 
Poor  Abigail  Neal  waa  not  in  this  «»y  to  be  goMsa 
^  rid  of;  and  the  next  year  Dr.  Bayley  had  tobevdel 
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ci^ht  pounds  more,  sccoinpanied  again  with  tho  con- 
dition that  he  hhf  nl  i  tjike  up  therewith  and  ;:ivc 
th«j  Town  uo  Farther  iroiible."  Tlic  yenr  folluwin;; 
Abigail  cost  the  town  th irty -eight  iibilliugH ;  aitU  at 
kat,  in  1707,  it  tni  bsfgdiwd  with  mn  <'8ainnd 
Builard,  of  Didliatt  or  Donhcstii-r,  that  Iwihoald 
'■'.'<"  'h-'  'uifortunnfc  creature  and  keep  her  for 
tightccu  peuue  u  week  ;  and  it  he  cured  her  he  should 
have  tea  pounds,  but  if  he  failed  to  cure  her,  ool^' 
twenty  ■hillingi.  The  records  eoDtain  no  further 
IfMe  of  Abigail  Neal.  But  at  the  same  time  "  Eben- 
(»z«r  Owen's  destractod  daughter"  had  to  be  cared 
lor,  and  the  selectmen  accordingly  in  1699  ar«  io- 
atrofllfld  to  timk  with  Joaiah  Owen  "  and  gtv«  him 
Twenty  ponnda  mon^  provided  be  givea  bond  under 
his  hand  to  eleaie  the  Town  forever  of  said  girle." 
Mary  Owen  was  no  more  to  be  so  di.-i>o.s('d  uf  thati 
Abigail  N«al,  and  io  170(3  forty  shillings  a  year  wa.a 
Toted  Joeiah  Owen  Ibr  b«r  cere. 

8mh  in  theae  days — fpoi  old  days" — waa  the  pro- 
vision  made  for  the  insane, — eighteen  pence  a  week 
for  care,  or  twenty  pounds  provided  bond  was  triven 
"  to  dear  the  town  forever  of  said  girl.*'  The  poor 
were  treated  with  conadeintion  not  nraeb  mote  ten> 
der.  Id  old  Braintree  there  waa  no  alnahoaBa  until 
shortly  before  tho  division  of  the  town.  One  was 
fiually  built  in  th,-  Middle  Precinct  in  178ti,  and 
Capt.  Jonathau  Ihiiyer  was  chosen  its  tirst  overseer, 
being  allowed  £3  12a,  for  a  year'a  aenrioea  as  aaefa. 
Down  to  tliat  time,  therefore,  providing  for  the 
ncfMls  of  tho  poor  at  their  homes  had  been  one  of  the 
tumi  iui[>ortatit  and  iriisome  duties  of  the  selectmen. 
It  was  also  a  fruitful  source  of  jobbery.  John 
Adams  deeoribea  bow  the  moment  a  edeetman  was 
elected  he  waa  importuned  for  the  privilege  of  sup- 
plying: the  piH>r  witli  Wdod,  cnrn.  meat,  rtr."  lie 
then  had  to  visit  them ;  and,  if  he  Ibund  tliey  hud  a 
k^l  residence  iu  another  town,  return  them  to  iL 
The  amount  apent  for  their  care  was  not  laijge,  but  it 
wv  enormous  eompariMi  with  what  was  spent  for 
other  town  purposes.  In  1770.  for  instanco,  it  was 
£dO  in  a  total  town  expenditure  of  £245.  ThisaUo 
mems  to  have  beeo  the  normal  proportion.  Nor  did 
it  deereaae  after  the  dtviaion  of  the  town.  Quiooy 
then  adopted  the  practict:-  of  putting  the  eaie  of  its 
poor  up  at  public  auction,  to  be  knocked  down  to  (hose 
who  would  undertake  it  at  the  lowest  price.  In  1H13 
this  priee  avenged  '*  $1.42  eaeh  per  week,  excluMve 
»f  siefcnem  and  funeral  dtaigea.*'  In  1806,  aho,  it 
was  voted  that  '*  the  medical  care  of  the  poor  be  let 
out  by  the  selectmen  to  the  physician  who  will  iinder- 
tiike  that  charge  at  the  lowest  price."  Naturally  this 
•ethod  of  dealiug  with  pauperism  put  a  premium  on 


I  its  increase.  Acoordinjcly,  during  the  ain  years  be- 
tween 1809  and  1813,  both  inclusive,  otit  nf  S18.200 
levied  by  taxation  to  meet  necessnrj'  tnwti  and  parish 
expenses,  $62U5,  or  more  than  oue-tbird  of  the 
whole,  went  to  llie  support  of  the  poor.  They  «M 
more  than  the  church  or  the  schools.  The  mat- 
ter was  then  vigorously  taken  hold  of,  and  rcflifTned. 
Neverthelu&j,  the  evidence  all  points  (o  the  couclusion 

I  that,  iu  proportion  to  the  total  of  all  expenses,  the  ooet 

I  of  maintaining  the  poor  prior  to  1820  was  several 
times  what  it  now  ia  in  any  welUr^ulated  town.  In 
Quincy  it  amounted  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  town 
expenses,  those  of  the  parish  being  deducted.  It 
now  amoaou  to  less  than  ooe-tentli.  Undoubtedly 
eareleesneM  and  want  of  S3ratem  in  attending  rdief 
had  much  to  do  with  this  excesis  ;  but,  making'  all  due 
alitiwance  for  this,  it  t"?  diffu  ult  to  avoid  the  inference 
that  there  is  proportionally  much  lees  extreme  pov- 
erty  in  the  nodem  than  there  was  in  the  eolonial 
New  Kngiand  town.  Piuperism  has  distioetly  de- 
eraasod.  This  is  not  generally  supposed  to  have  been 
the  ease;  '•hotild  it  prove  to  be  so,  a  partial  explana- 
tion, at  least,  of  tho  fact  will  probably  be  found  in  (be 
more  temperate  habits  of  the  people.  This  subjeot 
will  have  preaently  to  be  eonddered  by  itsdf.  Menu- 
while  it  is  only  neces^tury  here  to  say  that  if  rum,  gin, 
and  cider  were  now  sold  as  publicly  and  used  as  freely 
in  Quincy  as  they  wurc  there  sold  and  used  sixty  years 
ago,  the  inerease  of  pauperism  and  vise  oould  doubl> 
less  be  sttidied  clearly  enough  in  the  tnx>rato  and  the 

;  returns  of  the  almshouse. 

'     In  Braintree  and  Quincy,  a«  in  all  the  other  Mas- 
sachusetts towns,  these  social  problems,  of  which  pau- 
perism was  one,  were,  until  a  ooraparatively  reeent 
date,  disposed  of  in  what  is  commonly  known  as  the 
plain,  practical,  hu-ine>H-like  way,    llnf^Ttunately  tlie 
problems  wero  complex  ;  so  the  plain,  practical  way 
of  disposing  of  them  proved  not  to  be  the  right  way. 
Insanity  and  paoperiam  oould  not  be  hustled  out  of 
sight  by  a  (own-meeting  vote;  nor  could  th^  be  dta- 
I  po^ed  of  bevond  the  current  vesr  to  tho«e  who  would 
I  undertake  the  job  of  dealing  with  them  at  the  lowest 
^  rate.    Though  cxcclicut  for  certain  purposcis,  it  had 
yet  to  be  made  plain  that  the  town-meeting  was  not 
adapted  to  every  purpose,  and  least  of  all  could  It 
I  work  (n  results  thnui^'h  wliat  i.s  niiw  known  as  n 
'  scientific  method.    As  a  means  tor  dealing  with  com- 
I  plez  social  problems  it  is,  therefore,  not  n  sncoem. 
1  It  can  no  more  do  that,  than  it  oould  make  discover- 
ies in  chemistry  or  astronomy.    But  poverty,  intem- 
perance, i'jMornnce  and  vice  an-  found  everywhere. 
The  town  government  ia  Ibund  only  in  New  England  i 
^  and  it  is  the  oli^  of  n  wwfc  like  the  present  to  deal 
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father  with  tho.ne  inMif uili'iis  which  ire  peeiiliar  to 
New  England  than  with  th«  probleout  eoninoD  to  all 

mankinil. 

When  Jolni  Adams  was  luiui^ter  of  the  federated 
Sl«t«8iit  the  English  Court,  aeeirtaln  Maj,  IiaDgbonrne, 

of  Virginia,  one  day  dined  with  him,  and  in  the 

ponr'f  nf  their  tahlc-talk  nutif, d.  riirhtftilly  onont'li, 
the  difterenco  of  character  ht-twi-on  Vir^jiaiu  aud  New 
EoghiDd.   John  Adnuu  then  goes  on: 

"  I  olTereil  to  ^ive  hira  e  rcempt  for  iDAkiiif;  %  New  Enfcland 

in  Virgitiin.  lie  dc-nircil  it;  uml  I  rwoiimifnilivi  l»  him  t^iwn- 
m««tiiig»,  iniDing-dkjrr,  town  »cbooU  and  mioitter*,  giving; 
him  «  vlrort  «xt>Taii«ti«n  of  «Mb  krtMe.  Th*  iB«ettD|r*hou!>i^ 
and  ffbu(>t'liuu*^o  and  training-S^liI  |U«  ibu  scviies  wlicrc  Kow 
EnglaivJ  m«B  are  formed.  .  .  .  Tbe  virtuv»  and  tuleiit.'- 
of  tbe  people  we  tber«  formed;  their  teopcrMce,  patienee, 
forciludv,  [trudcncc.  niiJ  justice,  n«  well  ii«  their  M^m-ity,  kiiowl- 
edgi',  judgment,  luctv,  »liill,  iu);euuitj<,  dext«rit;r,  aud  in- 
dwlrj." 

In  Buying  thia  Mr.  Adams  qtoka  from  actoa]  ob- 
aer^tion.  He.  and  hiii  auoestora  before  him,  had  for 
a  century  and  a  half  been  a  part  of  that  which  he 
d«eortbed.  He  tltorou{:hly  understood  New  England. 
Bnt  there  waa  ene  inslitiitioB  he  did  not  mention, 
whidi,  for  good  and  ilt,  waa  hardly  loss  infiuential  an 
dement  in  early  New  Euglund  life  and  aeiiun  than 
the  iu(>i»t  potptit  of  tTi(t«p  which  he  did  tiirntioo.  That 
omitted  iu.<ititution  was  the  eouotr^'  tavern. 

Of  the  SreiBtree  towi»>iMetti)igp  and  ehtireh  gotng 
there  is  little  that  needs  to  be  said.   They  were  like 
other  Massachusetts  town-mectiniis  and  church-poingsi, 
and  thrsc  liMvc  heen  frrqucntly  described.  During 
the  tinit  twenty  years  after  1640  formal  or  stated 
meetings  of  all  the  freemen  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
held,  or,  if  they  vere,  no  record  of  them  was  made ; 
but  from  time  to  time  a  few  of  the  more  prominent 
church  members  met  at  the  dwcllinfr-plafo  of  ono  of 
their  number  aud  passed  certain  votes,  some  of  which 
were  recorded  in  a  hook.   Not  usti]  1673  was  pro- 
▼iaion  made  for  holding  general  meetings  at  specified 
seasnns.    For  over  sixty  years  these  were  then  held 
in  the  old  stone  church,  but  in  M'.W  it  wa*  vofod  to 
bold  half  of  them  in  the  North  Precinct  and  the  other 
half  in  the  Middle  Precinet  meeting>houae.   The  last* 
named  edific<-,  therefore,  served  not  only  as  a  town- 
hall,  hnr  f(ir  a  litiii'  at  least  as  a  map  i7.i!ii\  for  in  174^"' 
the  feiectmen  were  instructed  to  build  a  "  Closite  on  ' 
the  Beams  of  the  Middle  Precinct  meeting-house  (if  > 
it  be  allowed  of)  as  •  svitable  place  to  ke^  the  pow- 
der."   There  was  nothing  .sacred  about  the etHy  New  j 
Kiiirl:ind  cliurfli  hiiiliilni:.     That  (lie  nipptint'-houyir  ■ 
and  the  furniture  in  it  underwent  hard  treatment  at  ' 
secular  meetings  scarcely  needs  to  bo  said.    Not  only  I 
were  those  gatherings  frequent,  but  the  detibentioDs  ' 


and  debates  which  took  plaOSat  then  were  sometimes 
Inii'^r  :uid  rx(  itini.',  wliile  among  those  aj«embled  there 
was  not  a  little  disorder  and druokeooeis-H.  The  Mid- 
dle Precinct  meeting-hooae  stood  directly  opponie 
the  £ben  Thayer  tavern,  where  a  sort  of  open-booie 
was  kept  on  all  electioo  and  other  public  day^.  and 
in  ITfir),  .Ifilin  Ailums  records  (hnt  ri  r.  rfnin  caudida(« 
on  the  ii(  krt  with  himself  was  defeaud  bccau.sc  "iht 
north  end  [M'opie,  his  fHends,  after  putting  io  their 
Totos  the  first  time,  withdrew  for  refresbiDeat.**  Ae> 
eordiii-zly.  it  is  smu!!  inrjfter  of  8urpri.«!0  that  the  record 
cont  <ins  tnrii.:il  votes  forbidding  thoMj  attcodiog  the 
meetings  from  standing  on  thu  seats. 

The  rude  end  almost  stern  equality  wbieh,  as 
matter  of  oommon  usage,  prevailed  at  thoso  town 
meetings  wa.s  well  illustrated  by  an  incith  nt  wlich 
occurred  in  17.'>8.  It  was  the  dnty  of  the  annnallv 
elected  towo  cuncitable  to  collect  ail  taxes.  Tbe 
offioe,  therefore,  was  avt^ded;  for  not  only  did  ites- 
tail  much  work,  hut  there  was  a  dangcrooa  liabilttj 
attached  to  it.  I'nder  the  law  as  if  then  "inrxi  th" 
constable  had  Ui  account  for  all  taxes  included  in  the 
lex'j  which  be  bad  failed  to  collect,  as  well  as  for 
those  he  actnally  reedved.  Nor  wtthoat 
fore,  was  it  argued  in  the  town-meeting  of  1766  th»t 
"  fnJk cling  taxes  had  laid  the  foanJation  fnr  the  niin 
of  many  families."  So  much  waa  thb  office  avoided 
that  as  early  as  1709,  the  ehtirdi  bdi  being  enekeii. 
one  Daniel  Legaroe  offered  to  mend  it  on  eondiitioB 
of  his  being  free  fVon  being  chosen  constable  ;"  and 
the  town  formally  accepted  the  offer,  providing  further 
that if  anything  should  happen  whereby  [the  beil] 
ahonid  be  melted  or  broken,  that  [Li-gurce]  will  re- 
tam  the  same  weight  of  the  same  metal  that  he  re- 
ceives." At  the  March  town-mwting  of  1761,  John 
Adr»m«  «r»yH,  when  T  had  no  su-spicion,  I  heard  my 
naiiK  pronounced  in  a  nomination  of  surveyors  of  high- 
ways. I  was  Very  wroth,  because  I  knew  no  better, 
but  said  nothing.  My  friend  Dr.  Savil  eame  to  me 
and  told  me  that  he  had  nominated  me  to  prevent 
me  from  beitiL'  rmminaffd  a*  ctnistablc.  •  Ftir,'  «aid 
the  doctor,  '  they  make  it  a  rule  to  compel  every  man 
to  serve  either  as  eoostable  or  sorveyor,  or  to  pay  a 
fine."  This  was  quite  true  ;  nor  could  John  Adams 
well  have  failed  to  know  it.  Hu  had  probably  th<'u;;ht 
that,  as  a  college  graduate  and  student  of  law,  he 
would  be  exempted  from  the  common  rule.  If  be 
did  think  so,  be  should  have  known  better.  There 
were  no  exemptiOQS  allowed  ;  and,  indeed,  it  WSS  OOS 
iif  ih>>  roii.:h  town-meetinz  jokes  to  elect  men  ponjfa- 
bles  who  had  never  served,  and  make  them  pay  the 
fine.  For  instance,  in  17^,  Josiab  Quiocy,  thens 
young  msD  of  twenty^five,  was  doetod;  and  the 
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record  reads  **  Hr.  Jomih  QaiiX7  refiued  lo  aerre, 

and  paid  his  fine  down,  being  five  pounds. "    In  1728, 
Moses  Belcher  was  chosen;  and  he  deelarini;  fcn- 
acceptaoce,  William  Fields  vtus  mxt  cbuaen.  Ficlilii 
atso  deolaring  liU  non-acceptance,  ^'John  Adam* 
being  by  a  niqoritj  of  votes  oboaen,  bo  dedued  bii 
acceptance."     In   1735  no  less   than  twenty-five 
pf)Utids  were  paid  in  as  fineis  for  non  aecpptanee,  and 
tboite  fines  were  looked  upon  as  a  cou>idenible  tkiurce 
of  ravenae  to  tbe  town.   Gol.  John  Qaioey's  only 
800,  Norton,  graduated  in  1736,  and  two  years  later, 
at  the  town-iueetin<;  of  September   lltli,  hi-  wns 
chosen  conbtable.    Another  met tiiii:  was  li<  lrl  n  \s(  ('k 
ailcrwarda.    Col.  Quini-y  was  tiieu  a  luau  of  nearly 
•eventy,  and  for  almost  fifty  yearn  he  bod  been  the 
tnost  prominent  personage  in  the  town.    He  was 
lo<jked  up  to  wiili  tliat  rcf-pect  which,  in  the  pnpulur 
mind,  always  accotupanies  advancing  years  as8oci<itCHl 
with  high  public  uiEcc.    Apparently  the  old  man 
thought  the  ehoiee  of  bis  aon  aa  town  constable 
an  act  derogatory  to  him;  so  be  went  into  the 
tnwtin^'.  and,  as  the  record  fsay?,  '•d(!»ired  liis  son 
might  be  excused  from  serving  constable."  Amont; 
those  to  whom  b«  addressed  bis  request  there  could 
not  have  been  many  who  rememlMred  •  tine  when 
he  had  not,  as  a  natter  of  coarse,  presided  at  town- 
tnepfin^is,  Thoy  wore  not  wanting  in  r}t>fpivnw  to  years 
auJ  standing  j  and,  it'  they  would  defer  to  any  one, 
they  would  surdy  defer  to  him.    But,  dearly,  they 
thought  that  CSol.  Qnin^  was  now  demanding  for  bin* 
self  and  bis  an  exemption  from  public  service  which 
amonnfod  to  little  less  than  a  donial  of  L-f|naltfy. 
Such  an  assumption  of  superiority  was  inconsistent 
with  the  q»irit  of  town  government.    And  so,  the 
Ksord  prooeeda,    after  reasons  offered,"  the  re- 
quest to  be  excused  was    passed  in  the  negative," 
and  the  fdwn  fn'a«urpr  was  directed  "to  call  on  said 
Norton  t^uincy  tor  his  tine."    Apparently  the  old 
nan  felt  this  alight,  as  be  regarded  it,  deeply,  fof  hi« 
name  does  net  again  appear  in  the  town  records, 
though  it  was  nine  years  yet  before  be  died.  But 
young  Norton  Quincv  ;icc<?pti>d  the  rebnko  in  the 
true  spirit.     He  paid  his  tine;  and  the  next  year 
when  the  town  again  dioee  him  constable,  he  quietly 
aceepted  the  office  and  performed  ite  duties.  Later 
he  Was  chosen  selectman,  serving?  :\a  such  for  nany 
years  during  the  Rcvolutinnai y  periixl. 

Once,  when  in  Amsterdniu,  Jolm  Adams  defined 
the  New  England  nan  as  a  "  meetiog^going  aninal 
and  again  be  derived  bis  ezperionoe  from  Bniintrec, 
"here,  as  he  Imi^'  .subscqticntly  wrntr.  it  wa«  nritiiri- 
003  that  he  had  himself  "  been  a  church-going  ani- 
nal for  seventy-six  years,  froui  the  cradle."  In 


Braintrae  the  dogs  even  seem  to  have  gone  to  chnrob, 
for  in  1730,  by  a  solemn  town  rote,  Mr.  Joseph  Par-  ' 

tix-iiter,  precinct   clerk,  was   paid  tweritv  shilliriKS 
lor  taking  paios  in  boating  dogs  and  keeping  them 
OQt  of  the  weeting-houe  on  Sabhoth  days."  Bui 
the  Btaiotree  chnrch-goiDg  differed  in  no  wise  from 

the  ordinary  New  England  church  going,  of  which 
sufBcipnf  bus  heeti  written  and  said.'  Fnr  genera- 
tions all  those  dwelling  in  the  town  as  regularly  as  the 
Sabbath  day  came  gathered  towards  the  plain,  wooden 
atructare,  standing  on  the  training-ground.  Until 
the  year  1827  the  old  horse  block,  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  pillion-riding  good-wife,  stood  close  to  the 
main  entrance.  In  the  galleries  sat  tbe  boys.  Be- 
fore the  attar  were  the  deaeone.  And  here  doubtless 
in  the  early  d.sys  not  uniVsqueotly  in  midwinter  was 
it  sii  cold  that  "  the  Sammftitn!  Hn  ad  was  frozen 
j<ri  tty  hard,  and  rattled  sadly  as  broken  into  tbe 
plates." 

A  glimpse  of  the  interior  of  the  church  on  a  Sun- 
day is  obtained  through  the  memoirs  oP  the  wife  of 

Presirlent  tjniiicy.  Shf  rnme  to  (Jninry  a-*  n^timmer 
home  in  17118,  living  in  the  house  which  Col.  .losiah 
Quincy  had  built  in  1770,  and  which  sUll  stands  at 
the  end  of  the  long  avenue  of  dns  which  her  bus* 

band  set  out  in  1790.  She  was  wont  to  dettcriba 
ihc  Quinev  of  IHOO  as  hoiii^  still  a  retired  village,  in 
which  few  changes  had  taken  place  since  the  Kevo- 
Itttion. 

"  Tb»re  wer*  only  two  elmrobc*,  botb  aaoiont  wooden  cdill- 

Qvf, — the  Epincoji  il  iiii'l  I'll'  ''.>n^r<'j{«lion«l.  Th.'  in  th« 
<xotro  of  the  latt«r,  having  Ueca  mmd»  out  uf  louj;,  upun  seaU 
by  suomfrira  TotM  of  tb«  town,  wor*  of  difforont  aXam,  and 
h.nd  no  reguliirit.y  i>f  nrningcmenl,  and  ecvcnil  were  rutorod  bjr 
narrow  pa^digcs,  winding  between  thoM  in  their  noighbor- 
bood.  The  »eaU,  being  pruvidp*i  with  UagW,  were  raioad 
when  the  CQnt;regiition  ittood  during  tbe  pnijrnr,  and,  at  ila  OOD- 
cluiiion,  thruwu  dt>wD  with  a  momentnin  wbiob,  Ott  bar  flnt  at- 
tcniluncc,  ftturine<l  Mr«.  tJuinL>^',  who  ft-nrod  the  church  wan 
falling.  Tbe  dowmns  wcro  nogod  under  tbe  pulpit,  and  betido 
\U  door  tbe  lexton  was  Mated,  while,  fVom  aa  apertnie  aloft  In 

tfjo  "ull.  till'  'lu  ll  rni.-cr  li.  jU.'  1  ill  from  tlh-  tower  to  Uinrk  the 
nrrivikl  uf  the  clcrg^uifto.  I'lie  voic««  uf  the  choir  iu  the  front 
gallery  were  aasisted  by  »  diaeordanl  aaranblage  of  etringed 

.'in'i  witi'l  in'tniincrit-:.  In  1^06,  wheo  the  increiUfl  (wijtulation 
uf  the  town  required  a  lar„'er  edifice,  the  tne«ting-buu»e  wm 
divided  into  two  parU;  the  pulpit,  and  the  pewa  ia  Its  vleiaity, 
were  moved  to  a  coni-onicnt  diitanee,  and  *  new  pieee  wm 
Inserted  between  th<'  iVuguu  nta.*' 

In  mentioning  the  muster-field  among  the  great 
fomatlve  iofineooes  of  New  England,  it  may  wdl 

lie  questioned  whether  John  .\dam3  did  not  give  to 
it  an  undue  importance.   Certainly  there  are  in  the 


'  See  Mr.  Yoaag't  deeeription  in  the  volume  of  "  Comrix 
riitiv9  Servloea  of  tbe  Firtt  Pariab  ia  Biagham,'*  Aug.  8, 
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BruDtree  veoords  few  traces  of  it  as  m  active  eda-  |  Keayne  in  1636,  «iid  wbiob  he  had  "cried  divcn 

cational  rnmv  Whatevt-r  el.si>  ihpy  were,  the  N**!!"  '  times',  and  divers  came  to  fee  it,  but  none  ma'Je 
Englaoders  were  not  a  military  race.    On  the  ocean  ;  ciaitii  to  it."    Mr».  Sherman  then  appeared  on  the 


dwj  were  «t  home,  aod  the  hard;  marioers  who,  as    scene,  and  the  quarrel  ensued  which  by  de^re<os 
Burks  extmsBed  it,  pvnnad  their  g^gBolic  game  |  listed  the  i^mpathtes  of  the  whoieomnuittmtyoD  one 


"  among  the  tumbliu!!  mountains  of  iee/'  and  "  drew 
the  line  and  struck  the  harpofin  nn  the  coast  of 
Africa," — these  same  men,  eltilHul,  alert,  and 
Teutansons  upon  their  dement^  hs?e  ne? er  Med  ts 
aSMTt  *  brilKant  suprsnuurf  in  naritime  warfare. 
But,  thou$;h  repeatedly  in  the  coarse  of  its  history 
engajied  in  eonflicts  the  brunt  of  which  was  sturdily 
assumed,  New  England  proper  has  never  yet  pro- 
dttoed  snj  conddershle  military  genius.  Ghnrdi  and 
Pepetill,  Pwastt,  AUsu,  KnoK,  Stark  sod  Linoolo 
are  names  of  only  local  note,  while  during;  the  war  of 
the  Hebeilion  the  preat  leaders  from  the  New  England 
stocic  were  born  and  bred  far  in  the  interior  of  the 


side  and  the  other,  resulting  6nally  fn  the  Reparation 
of  the  Massachusects  Legislature  into  two  bodies,  and 
the  introduction  of  the  Senate  as  a  feature  ia  Amen- 
can  polity.  Capt.  Keayne  was  presently  aueoeeded  IB 
the  command  of  the  Bnintrss  company  hf  WlUiam 
Tyng.  the  Bopton  merchant  who  bought  Mount  Wol- 
liiston  of  Coddinpton.  Cnpt.  Tyne  represented  Brain- 
tree  in  the  General  Court,  and  died  in  1654  the  richest 
man  in  the  province.  To  him  succeeded  (^pt.  lUcbaid 
Bmdkctt,  who  was  desoon  and  town  clerk  as  well,  hdd- 
ing  hi.s  military  commission  until  he  reached  the  ripe 
age  of  sevetity-thrce.  He  resijrned  in  1684 ;  and  to 
trace  his  successors  thereafter  is  matter  of  hardly 


eoDtioent.   Not  one  New  England  seedier  aehiered  j  Iceal  interest,  even  though  shortly  after  1700  the 

town  had  so  incrssssd  that  it  had  two  conipanies,  one 

containing  seventy-two  families  und  i1ie  otlu  r  seventj- 
one,  "both  enumerated  by  ^xaet  i.()niput;itiini." 

Tiic  training-field  may  liave  been  overestimated  as 
a  fsotor  in  the  making  of  New  Bofi^and,  but  to  o▼e^ 
estimate  the  influence  of  the  aehool  in  that  making 
would  be  diffictilt,  If  stands  next  bijlow  tli.-  duireh 
in  the  earlier  p<!riod,  and  above  it  in  the  more  receou 
Prior  to  1830  it  was  below  it.  There  are  entries  io 
the  Braintrae  records  whioh  indicate  that  a  paUie 
Latin  school  was  established  in  the  town  at  a  very 
parly  period,  though  the  exact  date  cantn>t  be  asoer- 
laiued.  It  was  probably  designed  to  prepare  youths 
for  college  in  the  days  when  any  might  be  admitted 
who  were  **  able  to  read  Ttelly,  or  eneh  like  dasncal 
ratbor,  extempors  .  .  .  and  decline  perfectly  th« 
paradigms  of  nouns  and  verbs  in  (be  fireek  toni^uc." 
Yet  this  Latio  school  could  hardly  have  been  a  public 
school  io  the  modem  sense  of  ibe  t«m,  and  was  prob- 
ably only  Teacher  Flynt's  side  of  bis  wife  Mai<geiy'i 
in$>titution  for  "instructing  yoiinix  pentlewomeo.'* 
If  this  was  so,  he  in  it  fitted  for  Harvard  not  only  his 
own  BOO  Henry,  but  also  Beojamin  Tomp.suu,  thesoo 
hSt  colleague,  afterwards  the  first  regular  achecl- 
msster  of  the  town.  The  abhool-bonsB,  which  most 
have  been  a  structure  of  the  humblest  possible 
description,  stood  at  the  side  of  the  main  street  and 
almost  under  the  caves  of  the  church.  Nor  does  it 
seem  to  have  been  huDt  until  the  year  1680,  so  that 
for  forty  years  prior  to  that  time  s)l  the  teaching  die 
children  got  must  liave  been  at  home,  or  in  the  hotue 


As  a  people  tlii-y  flo  not  take  kindly  to  camp  life. 
When  lorced  to  it,  they  have  always  fought  in  a 
dogged,  intelligent  sort  of  way,  just  as  they  fought  at 
Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill ;  impelled,  as  it  were,  by 
n  consciousoeas that  the  situation  was  one  of  their  own 
making,  and  they  proposed  to  see  the  thing  through. 
But  to  disband  a  New  England  army  has  never 
proved  a  difficult  or  delicate  task.  Once  the  work  in 
hand  ms  done,  the  osmp  ({uietly  and  joyously  dis- 
solved of  itself.  An  army  of  Yankee  mercenaries 
sounds  like  a  contradiction  in  terms.  Ac<'ordiiiLdv, 
though  the  SuflFolk  regiment  exi.sted  as  a  military  or- 
gaDisatioo  through  a  century  of  colonial  life,  and  the 
Bmintree  eompanies  were  alwnys  «  part  of  it^  there  is 
DO  reason  to  sappose  that  it  was  ever  an  effective 
force.  f!<>romis«ions  in  it  were  cat'erly  sought,  and 
Were  intrigued  for,  and  the  titles  of  captain,  lieuteo- 
ant,  and  ensign  am  continually  met  with  in  the 
raoords  *,  but.  except  in  time  of  military  exmtement, 
tim  training'^ys  were  few  and  far  apart,  and  partook 
apparently  more  of  the  ebaracter  of  a  rough  country 
jollification  than  of  war.  Certainly,  when  Washing- 
ten  took  eomnmad  of  the  provincial  army  at  Cam- 
bridge, nnther  its  discipline  nor  its  equipment  be- 
spoke a  martial  race.  It  was  little  more  than  a  mob 
of  intelligent  men,  organized  by  localities,  and,  as 
Sportsmen,  accustomed  from  youth  up  to  the  handling 
of  guns. 

The  firat  commander  of  the  Brawtree  company 

was  Capl.  Robert  Keayne,  whose  name  is  more  fa- 
miliarly cuiiiit'ctcd  with  a  great  liti.:ution  earriod  on  be-  I  where  the  teniporary  teacher  lodged.     At  last,  in 
twecu  liimuud  '  one  Sherman  s  wife, '  springing  out  of  i  l(i7i^,  the  town  agreed  with  Benjamin  Tompson  tb«t 

a  ({uarrd  over  **  a  stray  sow,"  which  was  brought  to  '  he  should  he  sdMwfannsler,  receiving  for  hie 
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**tbe  rent  of  the  town's  land,  inado  up  to  thirty  ''on  the  training-field"  and  opposite  the  o1i<ircli,  (he 
pounds."  Tompi^oT)  had  L'nidiiafcil  at  Han-anl  oi^'ht  cost  of  which  was  t'>lliiiated  at  ninety  pounds  The 
years  before,  and  was  seeking  to  make  his  way  as  a  school-room  was  twenty-eight  feet  long  by  twenty 
phyiieian.  That  calling  afforded  him  •  MMDty  sup-  |  wide.  lo  1816  tbii  building  wee  banied,  tad  in 
poit»  end  no  be  eked  out  *  living  by  toeebing.  Yet '  1817  enotber  wee  eonetrneted,  to  eerre  both  as  town- 
even  this  school*  was  not  whoilj  ffee,  for  part  of  the  hall  and  school-houne,  which  ooe(  e  tittle  over  12000. 
ajrre«mpnt  iKtwoen  the  town  and  Tompson  was  that  arni  nn'usnrfd  fifty-five  feet  by  thirty.  Up  to  1800 
every  child  should  carr^*  io  to  him  half  a  cord  of  all  children  whose  parents  dcHired  them  to  be  taught 
wood,  bendee  the  qoarter  monejr*  evety  year.  Froin  bed  to  find  their  own  way  to  the  centre.  In  e  town 
a  snbeeqnent  vote,  in  1700,  it  wonld  eeem  tliat  tbie  i  tlie  riie  of  Qntnoy  their  «o  doing  implied  a  daily  walk 
"quarter  money"  was  a  shilling,  which  was  accounted  measured  in  many  cases  by  miles.  For  the  smaller 
for  by  the  Bphoolma*ter  to  the  selectmen  as  part  of  children  this  was  frenprnlly  fnund  to  be  too  severe,  and 
his  salary.  £u  17U1  the  fee  for  tuition  was  fixed  at  provision  was  made  for  iuual  or  dame  '  schools,  for 
*'five  ehillings  a  year,  and  proportionably  for  any  pert 
of  iL**  -An^n,  in  17 1 5,  it  was  voted  that  each  parent, 
ma^tnT.  or  cuardian  of  a  >chool  child  should,  on  that  amount  voted  for  the  support  of  the  centre  8chof>l,  "  iii- 
cbild'.s  next  iifipeaniucf  at  school,  deliver  to  the  tD»B-  eluding'  itik  iiud  fuel,"'  as  well  as  the  pay  of  both  a  male 
t«r  three  feet  of  wuod  fur  the  use  of  the  school.  .  and  a  female  teacher,  was  but  $692.   It  iti  uow,  there- 

Bnt  in  171&,  Hr.  Tompaon  bad  oeaaed  firom  teech-  <  fore,  email  matter  ibr  cnrpriae  thet  a  committee  then 
ing.  He  died  at  Boxbury  in  1714,  leaving  "behind  reported  the  sehool^room  so'crowded  that  the  scholars, 
him  an  uneasy  world,  f'vjht  children,  and  twRnty-  204  in  number,  "were  (»bli.rpd  to  wait  one  f^r  the  <(|Iht 
eight  grandchildren;"  and  on  his  tombstone  he  is  ior  seats,  notwithstAndiog  the  master  gave  up  his  desk, 
referred  to  as  "ye  Renowned  Poet  of  N.  Engl."  Io  and  need  every  other  means  in  bis  power  to  accom- 
Biaintree  he  bed  eerved  as  town  deric,  ae  well  ea  <  modate  them.*'  Still  the  town  bed  not  yet  readied 
phyeiciatt  and  t^chool-teaoher;  and,  after  being  cn-    the  stage  of  differentietbn.   With  the  innate ' 


which  epeeifte  enma  varying  from  94  to  S40  were  annn- 
alty  appropriated.    Yet  in  the  year  1820  tbe  whole 


gaged  with  it  in  :i  long  contrnvprsy,  wliieli  in  1700  he  vatism  of  a  oommnnity  accustomed  to  majority  gov- 
compromiscd  on  payment  of  five  pounds,  he  seems  to  \  ernmeut,  it  dang  to  the  primitive  customs ;  and  the 


have  moved  away  about  1710.  Tbe  building  in  '  committee  went  on  to  enbmit  a  plan  Ibr  oertain  altera- 
which  lie  tanght  ie  aeid  to  have  ineesured  aome  i  tione,  at  an  cetlmeted  eoefc  of  8200,  by  whieb  260 
twenty  feet  by  sixteen,  and  ttiat  which  eleewbere  re-  i  scholan  were  to  be  brought  together  in  one  room  end 

placed  it  in  1715  was  of  the  same  dimensions.  Thcoltl  under  one  master,  "  with  an  .issistant  when  npoessarv." 
sohool-hoosc  was  then  sold  ''for  three  pounds  paid  ,  Then  in  1825  the  master  was  censured  fur  not  attend- 
bto  the  treasury."  The  new  bnildin^ eaffioed  iWrtbe  ,  ing  more  fiuthfully  to  hiedutiei;  whereupon  he  replied 
neede  of  the  North  Precinct  nntil  ea  lato  ae  1763.  {  that  he  was  not  paid  enongb  (I450  per  annnm)  to  eap> 
The  history  of  the  Braiotree  schools,  no  Icris  than  port  him,  but  if  the  town  would  increase  his  salary  to 
that  of  the  church,  shows  in  a  striking  way  how  the  '  $500  he  would  devoti*  all  hi^^ttmp  tn  thf>  wbool.  Thi.^ 
chrysalis  stage  of  development  lasted  to  the  year  1830.  increased  the  appropriation  to  ^745,  leaving  $245  with 
Dnring  all  that  long  period  the  aame  identical  eyatem  '  which  to  pay  the  female  aaeistant  end  defray  all  other 
wai  pnrmed,  the  lUSerence  being  only  in  degree.  I  aehoot  ebargee.  At  last,  in  1829,  the  condition  ofaf- 
The  precinct  grew  and  became  a  town,  and  the  town    fairs  had  become  intolerable,  and  provision  was  made 


mcreased  in  populntion  ;  but  not  until  1830  was  the    for  the  district  system.     The  chrysalis  stage 
strain  from  within  sufficiently  strong  to  rend  the  in-  over. 

tegnment   About  the  year  1720  tbe  practice  of  ex-  \     Oftlie  old  town  school  of  Btaintree,  and  the  system 

acting  payment  for  each  child  taught  was  abandoned,  |  of  instruction  pursued  in  it,  it  is  needless  to  speak  at 

iind  tlie  whnle  expense  became  a  charge  on  the  town,  length.  Both  have  nftrn  Ixcn  described.  They  were 
The  master  wa-s  then  paid  ihirty-four  pounds  a  year,  wholly  primitive.  No  print,  or  blark-boarfl.  or  map, 
sod  the  town  was  noted  fur  the  excelleooe  of  ite  or  wulto  adorned  the  grimy,  blackened  walls  within 
sAool  in  which  boys  were  fitted  for  Harvard,  no  i  the  narrow  limits  of  whieb  were  crowded  scores  of 
IsM  than  forty-seven  having  gone  there  from  the  First  ehildrcn  of  both  aezes  and  of  every  age.  They  satin 
Precinct  1  r  t'  r  -  the  year  1740.  Tri  1792  tbi-s  si-hooi  twos  and  threes  on  benches  belli lul  ru'ie  rows  of  desks 
oertaiuiy  had  not  improved  on  its  earlier  record,  and  '  cut  and  hacked  and  mutilated  by  the  jaclcknrres  of 
the  tarn  of  seventy-five  pounds  was  appropriated  for  i  successive  generations.    The  larger  scholars,  among 


it>  rapport.  In  1793  a  new  idiool>hottse  was  built '  whom  were  fiiU-growa  yonng  men  and  women,  sat  at 
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the  rear,  tlie  sexca  on  opposite  sides,  while  the liaaUeM 
of  ihe  litlle  children  occupied  low  bctic^n  s  t'los<«  tu  the 
teacher's  chair.    Great  logs  of  wood  blazed  in  tiie  tire- 
plaoe,  or  Itier  in  stoTcs  one  of  wbieh  was  at  eaeh  eod 
of  tike  loom,  and  before  these  they  read  aod  cipbored 
and  wrote.    The  j»  rlixl  was  one  neitlier  uf  rcfineuicnt 
or  seDtiuient,  and  both  at  home  and  in  the  school  the 
rod  was  freely  used.    The  childreu  were  neither 
tavgbt  much  nor  were  they  well  taught;  far  through  | 
life  the  mats  of  thom  could  never  read  with  real  ease 
and  rapidity,  nor  rould  tliov  write  a  IfL'iMo  luiid. 
But,  after  a  fa.shion,  they  couid  read  and  they  could 
write,  and  for  those  days  that  was  niuuh.    lu  itself 
the  ataodard  was  not  high,  hat  it  waa  the  highest  of  j 
its  time.    It  in  well  in  matters  of  teaching  us  In  other 
things  to  talk  nftln"  t;orK]  old  times,  and  of  dir  thor-  I 
ougboess  of  its  oimple  melhoda ;  but  examination  only 
aerrea  to  make  thoae  Imog  in  the  present  thankrul  | 
that  the  timea  have  changed.    Brutality,  ignorance, 
and  coarseaeaa  have  not  yet  vanished  from  the  world,  I 
nor  are  they  soon  likely  t  i  vanish  from  it:  but  it  is  ' 
safe  tu  say  that  if  the  Braintree  villiijte  school  of  1790 
afaonld  for  a  ringle  fortnight  be  brought  bede  to  the  ' 
Quiney  of        paienta  would  in  horror  and  astooiah*  | 
ment  keep  their  children  at  home  until  a  town-meet-  ' 
ing,  called  at  tlie  shortest  possible  legal  nofiee,  had 
been  held;  and  this  meeting  would  probably  culmi-  | 
Date  in  a  riot,  in  the  eoorae  of  whiok  aehoot-boiaea  f 
as  well  aa  aebool  would  be  aunimarily  abated  as  •  di»- 
grace  and  a  nuisance.  i 
Rut  if  in  the  matter  of  srhodl;-  pnnstant  effort  has  ' 
in  the«lapH«  of  time  worked  a  va.M  improvement  in 
Quiney,  the  improTement  aa  respects  the  tavern  baa 
been  yet  more  marked.    None  the  lew  during  the  , 
colonial  period  the  f;tverri,  nxul  ilu'  tavrrti-gfiinL'  hahits 
of  the  people  also,  were  a  marked  featme  in  New 
England  life,  and  exerted  a  powerful  political  and 
educational  influenee.   In  the  daya  before  railroada,  • 
mails,  and  newspapers  the  tavern  was  the  common  ■ 
gatheriiig-iila<;e  lA"  the  town,  where  tlie  news  was  cir-  ' 
oulatcd  and  the  events  of  the  day  discussed.  The 
modem  oaucua  is  a  aubstitute  for  iu    Here  the  poli- 
liea  of  the  village  were  arranged,  and  heie  the  que»< 
tiona  at  ime  between  the  colonics  and  the  mother*  | 
country  were  debated.    From  hi>^   'arly  life  John 
Adams  detested  the  public  houses,    lie  decUred  that 
b  them  "the  tine,  the  money,  the  health,  and  the 
modeaty  of  moat  that  were  young  and  many  old  wm 
wasted ;  here  diseasea,  vicious  habits,  bastards,  and 
legislators  wero  frequently  heL'oiten."    Yet  of  their 
potency  as  a  political  edocator  and  influcDce  be  was  a 
liviiq;  witneai.   More  than  thirty  yeaiv  afterwarda  he 
draa  deaeribed  one  of  tbeae  oohmial  tnvera  debatea: 


'•  Within  tl>«  i-ourse  of  llit-  year  before  the  mectiDK  of  '-re- 
gress, in  1774,  on  a  journey  to  Buuio  of  our  cireuit  otmru  is 
Mm.'t-ecbiiMlU,  I  itupped  one  aigbt  sts  lavsni  to  Shrsw^bai;. 
abont  forty  miles  from  Bwtoa,  sadaa  I  warn  cold  and  wet.  I 
down  at  a  good  Are  in  th«  bar-rooa  lo  dry  my  ^rrat  co*t  *sd 
tnddle  bagf  till  a  fir«  eould  bo  uiuie  in  ray  ebftwbi^r.  Thm 
pr«i«Dtly  eaoio  in,  on«  after  anotbor,  balX  a  doaoB,  or  half  » 
wore,  rabatantiat  yeomen  of  the  netfrhborlHMid.  w1i<i,  rittini 

down  t  .Ihc  fir-  :ift<r  thi-ir  pit-',  b.-^-an  n  ll»<-!yoo». 

TerKAlion  upon  politic!!.  Ai  I  biiliorcd  I  wiu  unknciWD  to  all 
of  tbra,  I  fat  in  foul  tilonoolo  bonrtlniD.  Odo  safii,  'Th* 
|i«it(ilc  of  Bu!il<ju  nro  diotructi'i).'  Another  uoiwcrcd,  •  N  . 
woiidvr  the  |>e..|.lc  of  Uustou  are  di»lr«cc«fi.  Opprfs»i»n 
uiak«  ni'o  m<<n  uia4/  A  tbird  iM,  '  Wliat  wonid  you  aaj  if 
a  follov  tbottld  ooiaa  to  jronr  bourn  and  tell  you  he  wiu  come  t» 
tako  a  lift  of  your  oa'tio,  ibat  PBrliameul  might  tax  you  i«r 
thrm  nt  «o  much  a  brud  ''  And  how  fhould  you  ft«l  if  hownato 
go  and  break  open  jronr  barn,  to  talie  down  jwnr  oxen,  tvwt, 
horae*,  and  cheep  7'    '  What  ebonld  I  tsy?"  replied  the  Im,- 

'I  vriiiM  kn  :pk  him  in  h.  ;i.I.'     ' 'W'.  II,"  f<nirlb, 

'  if  Purlisiiicnt  can  take  uwuy  Mr.  Hancock's  wharf  and  Jlr. 
Rowe'a  wharf,  tbej  oaa  take  awajr  jronr  bant  and  my  hmut,' 
Aftcrmueh  uiorv  rriicuning  in  thi»  -tylr ,  ,»  fifth,  wbo  h&il  a.*  \*: 
been  silent,  broke  out,  '  Well,  it  is  iiij;h  iiui<.i  for  u»  to  rebel;  »• 
ninet  rebel  tome  time  or  other.  »nd  ne  had  b«(ter  rebel  mwlban 
atanjrtiine  l«  como.  If  we  put  it  off  for  ten  or  twenty  yean, 
and  Tet  Ihvm  go  on  »•  thvy  hare  begun,  they  will  fret  a  ftrutig 
I'  irix  .iiiiong  ui",  ami  plagiir  ii-  n  j;n  :it  'li  .il  more  than  they  can 
now.  A«  yet,  tbejr  have  t>ut  a  »m«U  party  on  tbeir  aide.'  .  . 
I  mention  Ifaie  aneedoto  to  tbow  that  tbo  idea  of  indepcodenci 
wa»  i'niniliar  even  nmonf  tbo  oomaton  pcoploaiiaob  onrlior ibaa 
Home  per«ouH  prvlund." 

Thia  is  n  reminiacence  long  ailer  the  event ;  but  it 
only  confirms  what  he  wrote  in  1761,  deaeribli^  what 

he  then  d.iily  saw  goin;;  on  before  his  eyes : 

"  If  yon  ride  orer  tbie  whole  provtnee  you  will  find  that 
tarernf  are  generally  too  nnmeront.  .  .  In  n net  eonnlry 
I '» ns  in  tlii<  country  you  will  And  »lino«t  erery  "t!ii  r  t:'>.ic< 
with  a  aign  of  entertainment  before  it.  If  yuu  call,  you  will 
fad  dirt  enough,  eory  miMtaUe  aowmmodatioae  of  proeWoe 
and  lod>;in<  for  yourself  and  your  hor.»e.  Vrt,  if  y  ou  -if  tKe 
evening,  you  will  find  the  hou»e  full  of  peopU'  Jrinkiu-;  dntms, 
flip,  toddy,  carouaing,  swearing  ;  but  e«|>cciitlly  plotting  With 
the  landlord,  to  get  him  at  the  next  towB>moatiag  aa  nleetiei 
either fbriolcotman  or raprweMaUvo." 

Later  in  lift  Mr.  Adama  waa  wont  often  (o  aay 

that  it  was  in  silently  listening  to  these  tavern  tallca 
aniotiL'  fiiriuers  as  he  rode  thi-  circuits  that  he  firft 
came  to  realise  that  American  independence  was  both 
ineviuble  and  eloae  at  hand.  But  the  aofaool,  though 
elfeetive,  waa  dangerona.  The  intemperance  of  the 
colonial  period  is  a  tUag  now  difficult  to  realise; 
and  it  seemw  to  have  pervaded  alt  cIjlsscs  from  the 
clergy  to  the  pauper.  Cider  was  the  beverage  of  the 
aoil  i  but  the  people  of  New  Bogland  had  inherited 
a  love  of  atrong  drink  dixeet  from  tlidr  Saxon  ane»- 
try,  and  eider  failed  to  satisfy  it.  They  craved  some- 
thing more  potent.  Their  West  India  trade  aoco 
supplied  it.  Here  is  an  extnu^  from  a  sermoa  of 
Increaae  Mather'a  delivered  in  Haveb,  1686,  belhie  t 
eriminal  awaiting  exeenUon  for  BUfder: 
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"  It  i«  nn  unhnppy  thing  tlmt  U.i«tjmH  »  kind  of  ttton'g 
Drink  «»I1m1  Riun  ku  bcM  cemman  mmngitt  m,  wbleb  the 
poorer  tort  of  VtAp'h,  htnh  la  Town  ind  Coantry,  can  niftke 
themselves  drunk  with.  Tboy  (bat  are  poor  a  til  wi.-kfd  too, 
emn  fora  pcaiv  or  two  poooo  miiko  Ui«iBM»iv««  drnnk.  I  «i«h  ;  «xproM  her  adutirutiuu  uf  the  beariug  of  officers  and 
to  th*  Laid  w»*  lUaiody  m»j  b«  thoogbt  of  for  tlw  prdrmtkNi  j  XMHtf  wbi^Il  A9  MUd  Ollght  to  nuko  AowrUwDl  "  blush 


log  with  BtttdenU  in  a  tap-room.   Agftio,  in  1778 

Count  d'Bstaing  canie  to  Boston  with  the  French 
fleet.    Mra.  AdftUiB  vicifpJ  it  utid  could  not  siiffitieritly 


of  tlktf  MIL"  I 

One  hundred  and  ten  years  later,  epeaking  of  the 
work  on  his  farm  in  Quincy,  Jolm  Acl.nu.-*  describes 
how  (uie  ftf  the  hands  ixot  drinkini;,  and  lie  adds: 

"  A  terrible  drunken  dintracted  week  he  has  made  of  ibe  iiwt.  ' 
A  biait  aMociatfnff  with  tbe  wont  bowti  In  the  noigbborbood,  I 

runniii.'  lu  ^imiu  >1i»)>^  r>nd  private  hoH'c*.  -ivniinK  brandy, 
wine  and  cider  in  quauliticA  enough  to  dc«fruv  liiiu.  If  the 
anciaat*  draiili  wlBtMd ntm aa our  paople  drink  rum  und  cider, 
it  la  m  wmdiar  w*  rM4  of  •»  tfaj  pamaMd  with  devila." 


Not  until  after  1830  did  the  great  temperance 
uiovement  make  its  influence  felt,  and  for  a  century 
and  a  half,  therefore,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
rum  wu  the  bane  of  New  Boglaiid.  Bnintrae  modr 
to  have  been  aoourged  by  it,  even  more  than  moM  of 
her  sister  towns.  At  the  very  time  the  town  was  in 
corporated,  at  the  Mny  General  Court  of  1G40,  Mar- 
tio  Sauders,  who  a  year  betore  had  bven  "  aluwed  to 
keepe  a  bonse  of  btertainment"  at  tbe  Uonnt,  and 
whose  name  waa  one  of  the  ei^ht  subscribed  to  the 
L-liurcli  povpnnnt  thcro,  wn«  "  iiloweJ  id  dniw  wine  at 
ISi  ;iititree.  In  1731  the  third  church  was  "  raised,*' 
and  the  North  Preciuct  records  state  ibut  "  after  con- 


at  their  own  degeneraoj  of  nmnnem."  What  de- 
lighted her  rooHt  wa^s,  that  "  not  one  officer  has  been 
seen  the  least  disguisci  with  liquor  ^ince  their  arrival." 

So  bad  bad  the  condition  of  atfaira  grown  about 
the  year  1760  that  John  Adeaw  declared  that  lereral 
tovna  within  hia  knowledge  had  "  at  lent  e  doieo 
taverns  and  retailers."  Suffilk  County  he  asserted 
was  worse  thnn  any  other,  and  in  Braintree  within  a 
circuit  of  three  miles  there  were  "eight  public 
honMB,  beaides  one  in  the  oentre."  Within  three- 
qnartera  of  a  mile  on  the  main  rood  there  were  three 
tavenm,  besides  ictnilcnj,  or  thofe  who  .'•uppliod  the 
"  ueiLdiborh>iod  with  necessary  li<ju>ii-s  in  .«ni;ill 
quantities  and  at  the  cheapest  rates."  These  houses, 
frequented  aa  they  were  by  e  "  tippling,  oaaly, 
viiious  crew,"  had  beeome  "the  niineriee  of  onr 
legi^l:itl■rs."  for  tht  rf  wem  many  who  cntjid  "  be  in- 
duced by  flip  and  rum  lu  vote  for  any  man  whatever." 
Aroused  to  the  necessity  of  doing  aometbing  to  re- 
strain this  growing  evil,  the  young  vilhge  lawyer  had 
an  article  looking  to  some  reduction  of  the  number 
of  licen.«i'd  houses  ioeerted  in  tho  warrant  for  the 


May  town-mectiog  of  1761.  A  full  debate  was  had 
■iderable  debate  at  the  meeting,  coneemingtbe  raising  ap^Q  {|  ^  passed,  which  in  chiefly  ourioos 
of  the  new  meeting.hou.se,  the  tjuesiioi.  was  pat  |  now  as  bdioating  what  that  eondition  of  aibirs  was 

whflhtr  the  cotiHiiitlcf  ■-hiiuld  purchase  l»ri';id,  riiee.se. 
."^UL'itr.  Hum.  Sider  and  Beer  at  the  cost  of  the  pre- 
ciuct, and  It  pas&ed  in  tbe  aiBrmaiive."  In  1754, 
Tutor  Flynt  made  bis  journey  to  Portsmontb.  He 
waaseventy-elL'ht  years  oM,  ao  instruotor  in  theeol- 
lejre,  and  he  had  for  hl.'s  companion  nn  undergraduate 
of  twenty.  At  every  public  house  at  which  they 
stopped  ibis  venenUe  preceptor  tnok  a  ^'nip"  of 
puneh ;  and  when,  in  f^U  ?iew  of  Clark's  Tavern" 
near  Portsmouth,  tbe  old  gentleman  was  tumbled 
headloiiL'  out  i>f  the  chaise,  nearly  hrenkinp;  his  neck, 
lie  was  revived  by  "  two  or  three  bowls  of  lemon 
punch,  made  pretty  sweet,"  which,  as  they  *'  were 
pretty  well  eharged  with  good  old  spirit/'  made  him 
"  very  pleasant  and  sociable."  In  1758,  Samuel 
Quincy  and  John  AdaniH  were  admitted  to  the  prov- 
iooe  bar.  After  the  oath  had  been  admin iaicred  un 
aiotioo  of  Oridley  and  Pratt,  the  leading  lawyers  of 
their  day,  the  two  youi^  men  "  shook  bands  with  the 
bar,  and  received  their  congratulations,  and  invited 
them  over  to  Stone's  to  drink  some  punch,  where  the 
mofet  of  as  resorted,  and  had  a  very  cheerlul  chut."  It 

is  not  easy  to  insane  lending  eoanad  of  to-day  drink- 


Tir  which  this  measure  was  regarded  as  one  of  reform. 
Tbe  vote  reads  as  follows: 

"  V"I<  J,  That,  »h!  Licenced  nou!'v>',  »o  far      they  are 

oouveniontljr  aituated,  well  aooommodatod,  ami  under  due  Regw 
latioii  Iter  tbo  Boliaf  and  BBtortalnmaiit  of  Tniralten  sad 
Strangern,  may  be  a  useful  Inititutinn,  rrt  thi  ri'  i>  Hi  M^cin  to 
apprettead  that  tbe  pr«*«ot  prevailing  Uepruvit^  uf  Maauen, 
tbroMgli  tb»  Land  la  Oeneiml,  aad  la  tbia  Trnn  la  parMoolar, 
and  the  shameful  ncglcc-t  of  Rcligioufi  and  Ciril  iKitirc,  rm 
highly  offcn»ivc  in  the  tight  of  <iod,  and  iujuriout  to  ibo  peace 
and  Walfareof  8oei<^ty,  are  in  a  great  miBtara  owiagto  tha 
aaaaaaiaaiy  laoraavo  of  Licouod  Uoumb. 

"  Vofmf,  That  fbr  tbe  ftitnre,  there  be  no  P«rMiii»  in  this 

Ti/wii  I,i'  <:ri-t-i  I'lf  r-  •jui  itimu''  Liipi^'ri",  un  i  iliat  there 

ho  three  persona  only  approbated  bjr  the  Solectmen  m  law 
beldwi,  wiiUiblr  titMlod,  «ao  la  eaeb  Preoiaok 

"  Volr'l,  That  the  Pcrionii  whu  are  approb!iti»d  i»*  luulvMor* 
for  the  coitouj;  year,  oblidge  themtelvM  by  written  invtru- 
mentii,  under  their  Uaada  Mid  Svalji,  tu  retail  tpiritnoof  LiquoK 
to  the  Town  inhabitaata,  a*  they  ithall  have  ocossion  (hercfur,  at 
thcaame  price  by  tbe  Gallon  or  umaller  Quantity,  aa  the  Mune 
are  usually  »utd,  by  Itctnil.  in  the  Town  of  Button,  and  npOB 
Iho  perfomuwee  of  the  above  oondilion  there  iw  ao  Pmaoa  sr 
PenoM  «pi>robat«d  by  tho  Solootaea  a*  Ratanon." 

It  hardly  needs  to  be  said  thai  ilie-se  measures  of 
reform  prodwsed  no  result.    Tbe  Revoltttionuy 
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trouhlcs  tlirn  shortly  ensued,  and  John  Adams  was 

Willed  away  tn  larger  fields  of  usofnlnP!s«.  Long 
aiterwards,  referring  to  this  expLricncr,  ho  wrote: 

"Fifty-three  year*  ago  I  wag  lireti  wilh  u  ncal.  Amounting  to 
entbu»ia«m,  Dgain»t«ri]«nt»pintfi,  themiiltiplioAtioD  of  tavercm, 
rttaiUrt,  and  diiam-«hop«  snd  tippUng-hoiigeii.  Uriared  to  the 
liaart  to  aaa  tfea  tinnbcr  of  Mten,  tbtaveii,  sutn.  and  contninp- 
tive  patient!  made  f<ir  the  nsc  of  phyxiciaus,  iu  tbu«o  infamous 
•oniiMrie*,  I  applied  to  (ha  Court  of  SMsiont,  proourod  a  com- 
aaittaa  of  laipaotton  and  inqalty,  r«dnv«d  tbe  trambar  of 
licf>n«cfl  hoi:«f'5,  i-tf.  Buf  T  unly  aoqoircd  the  reputfttiun  of 
a  hjpocrite  and  an  ambitious  demagogua  iU  The  uumbcr 
«r  UoaosFd  buuKH  was  toon  reiaatatcd, dfaan^  gng,mnd  aatting 
vera  not  diuinUbed,  and  remaiii  to  (hii<  duy  at*  deplorable  im 
•rar.   You  mmy  as  wall  praaab  to  tbo  Indians  against  ruui  m  to 


W1i«ii  John  Ad»n»  »«d6  fats  fhdle  Attenpt  at  tem- 
perance reform,  and  for  seventy  years  ihereafker,  the 
town  in  which  hf  lived  was  as  respects  inteinperanco  no 
belter  and  ho  worse  than  her  sister  tuwiw.    lu  ever^' 


stories  high,  they  faced  the  rrmd,  and  before  theoi  ^ 
the  hitrhinir-rait  ;  while  stables  and  covcrrd  standin?- 
slieds  stretched  away  on  either  side  or  to  the  rear.  A 
piazza  or  gallery  nn  abog  the  fhmt,  oo  which  Mt  to 
samner  thoee  who  moit  fteqnented  the  hooae ;  wUk 
in  winter  they  gethored  aroaod  the  har-room  fires. 
The  village  toppm  were  as  much  recognised  characters 
as  the  minister  and  the  magistrate.  They  reiuiBed 
80  in  Quincy  down  to  the  begiuniog  of  the  nilnnd 
period.  The  ehildren  all  knew  then^  nor  aa  they 
reeled  through  the  streets  did  they  attract  more  than 
a  passing  <rlanw.  Prematurely  <il*l,  tli.>y  drank  xhem- 
selves  into  their  graves,  and  anotlier  generation  of  the 
same  sort  soeoeeded  them. 

At  a  later  period  great  nnmbeia  of  the  more  eocT' 
gctic  youth  of  the  town  went  out  to  California  and 
the  West,  a  portion  of  the  New  England  migratioo. 
1 1       ui^tuuiijbiLi^  and  lamentable  to  note  the  dektrue^ 


"  W.Wl^      ,       -  _  "  — r—  — -w— 

Store  in  which  West  Tndia  goods  wem  ao1d,ttBi|li!Mft  J  Hoif  iQieir^nMigbt  by  this  inherited  vioe.  Fsilnre 
were  no  others,  behind  the  counter  Ftiii<d  t6e  Mfts  Af|  the  rule;  and  in  the  maj(»rity  of  cases  the  faili 
Jamaica  and  New  Enjland  rum.  uf  irin  and  brundv. 
Their  contents  were  sold  by  the  gallon,  tlie  bottle,  or 
the  gla&s.    They  were  carried  away,  or  druok  ou  tlia 

spot.   It  wss  a  vcgdar,  reoogniied  braneh  of  tnide ;  |  the  old  condition  ofaflatn  also  are  fast  passing  awaj. 

and  when  during  the  Revolution  Mr<,  Adams  .s«int 
a  list  of  current  prices  to  her  husband  .slie  alwayH  iti- 
oluded  rum,  looking  upon  it  asjustas  iinpnrtuut  a  fariu  | 


rnle 

was  duo  to  drink.  In  thix  matter  ii  is  easy  to  charpe 
I  xriLmeriition.  and  neit)ier  the  gravestone  nor  the  re-z- 
ijitiy  bear  wittic-ss  t<j  the  facta.  Those  who  remember 
mdition  of  aflatn  also  are  fast  passing  awaj. 

V<-t  ;iny  tnati  of  middle  life  who  hss  talked  of  bit 

tr(\viif.j>e(iple  and  of  (licir  families  with  a  Massachu- 
4CU--i  mm  or  woutaii  horn  near  the  close  of  the  \ast 


staple  as  aseei,  or  eon,  or  molasses.  Throe  4u|liaipi:rjWp|v7*i^ll^^  ezoeptionally  placed  if  he  has  not 
a  gallon,  or  ninepenee  a  qnsrt  was  a  h^^^oTf  i  liwi^b^iliM^  As  the 


and  John  Adams  wrote  back  to  her  fmrn  Phi':!  of  one  after  aiioilier  is  veeallad,  the  words  "  He 
phia,  "  Whisky  u<ifd  her^  instead  of  nMI|  and  I  dratik  hiniijcdf  to  death"  seem  so  often  repeated,  that 
don't  see  but  it  is  just  as  good."  ihey  m;uud  at  ltt»t  uut  like  the  exception  but  the  rule. 

Rnm  or  whMcj  S»  home  and  ftrm  conanmptioD  ,  It  was  eertnnlj  so  with  Kaintina  and  Quincy. 
were  here  spoken  of;  for  among  Ishoriog  men  mm  ■  Where  there  i«  dmokennees  there  w  vioe  and  oriae. 
wss  served  out  as  a  regular  ration,  and  dnririLr  the  Tt  of  marse  do«s  not  follow  that  in  communities 
early  years  of  the  prf^sent  crnfurv  a  .tiIIod  of  it  a  '  where  there  is  no  intemperance  crime  is  unknown, 
month  was  considered  a  fair  allowance  for  each  field  The  experience  of  ail  ageii  and  many  oouolries  dem- 
hand.  It  wss  used  especially  during  the  haying  season  !  on^toa  the  ftlsity  of  this  proposition ;  bvt  none  ths 

less  the  other  proposition  is  tro&  In  New  Bagland 
the  enforced  industry,  the  re!it:iou.«  trainin;r.  and  the 
law-abiding  habits  of  the  people  during  the  colonial 
period  modified  to  some  extent  the  evils  of  intemper- 
ance. Tiie  New  Englsoder  was  neither  an  IriahaMo 
nor  an  Indian  ;  and  so  he  did  notltt  his  cups  become 
fighting  dnink  like  the  fitNt.  or  sodden  drunk  like  the 
la'^t  The  habits  and  traditions  and  inground  traiD- 
ing  of  a  race  assert  themselves  even  through  liquor. 
Consequentlj,  a  Donnybrook  fiiir  was  in  Taakee  is* 
elirlety  as  unknown  a  feature  as  n  Afohawk  wsr-daooe. 
When  they  were  sober  the  people  were  not  qnaTfl- 


and  at  hog-killiog ;  Ibr  the  latter  it  was  nixed  with 

molasses  and  known  a-s  "  black -strap,"  while,  com- 
pounded for  the  former  with  cider,  the  result  was 
called  "stone-wall."  Even  as  late  as  1838  it  was 
voted  in  Qninoy  town-meeting  that "  the  panpeni  be 
allowed  a  temperate  use  of  srdent  spirits  when  (bey 
work  on  the  road  nr  f'lrm," 

For  consumption  athnme  imd  on  the  f.irn).  rum  was 
bought  from  the  retailers,  and  they  thus  oouKiituted  one 
distinct  class  of  licensed  sdlera.  The  inn-holders  were 
another  class ;  and  upoD  the  main  street  of  the  North 
Precinct,  in  its  must  lldckly  «fftled  part,  there  were 


three  taverns  standing  at  convenient  points.    They    some  or  lawless  or  shiftless ;  and  consequently  wh<» 
were  buildings  of  a  type  still  not  uncommoo  in  the    they  were  drunk  they  did  not  as  a  mlc  fight  or  rariah 


more  remote  and  elder  New  Bogbwd  towns.  Two  ■  or  mnrder.  But  that  the  earlier 


in  Mm-' 
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sachuscua  were  either  more  law-abiding,  or  more  self-  raped  fearfully,  &od  again  in  1751.  Indeed,  in  this 
restrained  than  the  latter,  is  a  proposition  which  latter  jear  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  died 
aflcorda  ndtber  with  tntlitton  ii«r  with  tlie  mmod  oP  of  it  in  the  ndghboriDg  town  of  Wejmontli  oat 
thinp^.  The  habits  of  thOM  days  were  rimplor  th»D  of  ft  population  of  only  twelve  hbndred.  In  1761 
those  of  the  prcfKTif ;  fVicy  were  also  epsfnriully  ^rn■^^pr.  an  ppiileiu'u*  raprcd  nmong  the  old  people  of  Brain- 
The  commuaitj  was  small ;  and  it  hardly  needs  to  be  tree,  carryin<:  otf  seventeen  in  ouQ  neighborhood, 
said  that  where  the  eyes  of  aU  are  apon  each,  the  :  In  1775,  during  the  excitement  of  the  siege  «f 
geneial  seratiny  is  a  safbgnard  to  mofals.  It  is  in  Boston,  a  ohronie  dysentery  prarailed  to  sneh  an 
oitisi^  not  in  villages,  that  laxity  is  to  be  looked  for.  extent  that  three,  four,  and  even  five  children  were 
Of  conr?e,  it  Itavdlv  needs  to  be  said  that  in  old  lost  in  sitiL'le  faniilic<.  and  Mrs.  John  Adams,  writing 
Bnintree  and  early  Quincy  the  thought  of  robbery  or  i  from  amid  the  general  distre&s.  e<>ul>l  only  say,  "  The 
Tidenee  searcely  eatend  faito  thehesds  of  the  people,  dnsd  upOD  ^  minds  of  the  pix>\>\a  of  estdring  the 
They  did  not  nqmre  bolts  to  their  doois  nor  ban  to  |  distenaper  w  almost  as  gnat  ss  if  it  were  the  smsll- 
their  windows ;  neither,  nuder  similar  circumstances,  pox." 

do  they  reqnire  thom  to  day.  On  the  nthor  hand.  Notwithfitandtntr  .>'ueii  fact'*  ns  these,  it  ever  has 
now  and  aj^aiu,  especially  in  the  relations  between  the  been,  and  probably  always  will  be,  tht;  custom  to  look 
sexes,  wc  get  glimpses  of  ineidents  in  the  dim  past  |  bade  npoo  the  past  as  a  simpler,  a  purer,  and  a  better 
whieb  are  ss  dark  as  they  are  suggestive.   Some  sneh  ]  time  than  the  present;  it  seoms  more  Arcadian  and 

are  connected  with  Quincy, — incidents  which  for  long  natural,  sterner  and  stronger,  les«  selfish  and  more 
years  have  can^^^d  houses  to  be  lonkH  upon  as  heroic.  As  r«»pocts  New  England  and  Massachu- 
haunted,  nod  have  given  to  old  and  once  honored  setts,  this  idea  is  especially  prevalent  among  those  of 
names  a  weird-like,  vnesDny  sound.  The  ill^timate  |  the  later  genentioos,  and.  Indeed,  has  been  almost 
ebild  wss  mora  eomstionly  met  with  in  the  last  than  in  j  sedolousiy  inculcated  as  an  article  of  faith.  The 
the  present  eenturv.  and  bastardy  m>(^  furnished  a  growing  laxity  of  morals,  the  decay  of  public  ^jirit, 
class  of  bu!«iness  with  which  country  lnwyi  is  seem  to  the  vulgiirity  of  manner*!  and  the  general  tendency 
have  beea  as  familiar  then  as  they  are  with  liquor  ^  of  the  age  tu  deteriorate,  have  irom  the  very  beginning 
CMS  now.  >  of  New  Enghmd  been  matters  of  common  obeenration. 

Nor  was  the  physical  health  i.f  tlie  prep]i<  what  it  Kaeh  generation  has  obeerved  those  symptoms  with 
has  since  beeome.  People  did  not  live  so  lotiz-  Tliis  ulann  ;  and  fjieh  <:ener;itii>ti  h^.i^  in  tnm  held  wy  ifg 
is  opposed  to  the  common  belief,  because  exceptional  tat  hers  and  mothers  before  its  children  as  models,  the 
cases  of  old  age  in  each  family  are  always  remem-  ^  classic  severity  and  homely,  simple  virtues  of  which 
bered,  while  the  averase  death  is  ignored.  Some  ^  they  might  welt  imitate,  but  eoold  soarody  hope  to 
grandparent,  uncle  er  uuni.  who  nearly  completed  a  er|u;il.  Those  fathers  and  those  mothers  were  not  for 
nentnry.  will  cause  a  wlmlt'  r:iep  tn  he  reputed  long-    days  like  (lie«e. 

lived,  though  half  tho.se  belonging  to  it  died  before  Yet  a  careful  study  of  the  past  reveals  nothing 
forty.  As  might  hare  been  expected,  the  drinking  more  substantial  than  filial  piety  upon  which  to  base 
habits  of  the  Isst  eeotnry  generated  a  dam  of  dis-  *  this  gratefbl  fiction.  The  earlier  dmes  in  New  Eog- 

eases  of  their  own,  besides  delirium  tremens.  Men  land  WOTO  not  plsSSSnt  times  in  which  to  live;  the 
broke  down  in  middle  life,  dying  of  kidney  and  blad-  earlier  generation!'  were  not  ple;i!»HT!t  eenerations  to 
der  troubles,  or  living  with  ruDoing  sores  which  could  live  with.  One  accuiitomed  tu  the  variety,  luztiry, 
not  be  dosed.  It  is  nngahtf  to  find  how  common  it  and  rsfloement  of  modem  life,  if  carried  aaddenly 
was  for  fhthen  to  die  at  an  sge  between  fiwty  and  '  back  into  the  admired  existence  of  the  past  woatd, 
fif^y.  Rheumatism  was  more  pffevalSDt  then  than  '  the  moment  bis  sarprise  and  amu.sement  had  passed 
now.  A  clowr  and  more  pcientific  observation  has  away,  experience  an  acute  and  lastin'.^  attaek  of  homn- 
given  new  names  to  old  ills,  tracing  them  back  to  siokoe^  and  disgust.  The  sense  of  loneliness  incident 
their  sources ;  bat,  referring  to  the  ftequent  cases  of  I  to  utter  separation  from  the  great  outside  world,  the 
Bright's  disease  bronght  to  his  notice  during  the  btter  |  absenoe  of  those  comforts  of  life  whidi  long  habit  has 
part  of  his  life,  the  last  and  shrewdest  medical  prac-  converted  into  its  necessities,  the  stern  convcntionali- 
titioner  in  Quin  -v  r^f  the  uld,  country-doctor  school  ties  and  narrow  modes  of  thonirht,  the  coarse,  hard, 
was  woDt  to  remark  that  he  had  known  the  new  dis-  monotoQUUs  existence  of  the  old  country  town  would, 
saM  for  fifty  years,  bat  thoy  "  used  to  eall  it  dropsy,  to  one  socostomed  to  the  worid  of  to^y,  not  only 
and  the  patients  died."  Not  only  were  visitations  of  seem  intolerable,  but  actually  be  so.  He  would  find 
the  smallpox  psriodied,  but  in  173ft  the  diphtheris  ^  no  sewapapen,  no  mails,  no  travelen,  few  books, 
21 
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and  those  to  him  wholly  uoreadiible,  Saoday  the  sole 

holiday,  and  the  church,  the  tavern,  and  the  village 
store  the  only  p1uci  s  of  resort.  Ijast  week's  politics 
at  home  and  last  month's  abroad,  the  weather,  the  crops, 
the  birtha,  the  deaths,  and  the  Sunday  aermon  would 
be  the  sabjeeta  of  droniog  Udic.  Bnintree  had  been 
settled  more  thaa  aoentnryandabalf,  and  the  town  of 
Quincy  had  for  thret>  years  been  set  ofT  from  it  before 
a  poet-office  waa  ebtablished  iu  the  North  Precinct. 
That  it  waa  eatabUahed  htn  evea  then  waa  probably 
due  to  the  fiiet  chat  John  Adams  waa  Vioe-Preeideot. 
Hia  brother4n-law  was  appointed  postuaster.  The 
p»>stji<re  on  a  letter  from  ()uincy  to  Boston  was  th«»n 
six  cents ;  to  Spriogficld,  it  whs  tea ;  to  New  York, 
fifteen.  Befinre  1830  not  a  sii^  eopy  of  a  daily 
paper  found  ita  way  regularly  to  Quincy.  Aa  regarda 
books  the  case  yiaa  not  much  better.  A  IHirary,  in 
the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  now  used,  whs  a  thing 
unkuowu.  Harvard  College  posi>c£>sed  one,  it  is  true, 
and  by  1830  the  Boaton  Atheueum  had  reaohed  a 
eertun  degree  of  growth ;  but  in  Quincy^  only  after 
1800  was  there  even  a  poor  collection  of  ordinary 
standard  books  of  the  day,  which,  owned  by  a  social 
club,  were  allowed  sluggishly  to  circulate  aoioog  its 
members.  After  1788,  John  Adams  had  a  Talnable 
private  oollection,  which  he  subsefjuently  left  to  the 
town  ;  but  the  works  iu  it  were  littK-  adapted  for  gen- 
eral reading,  and  the  rest  riot  inns  put  ujton  its  U'-e 
were  such  as  made  it  av;iaai>ic  uuly  to  scholars.  Hud 
it  been  otherwise,  it  would  have  made  no  diffsrenee. 
Before  1830  the  people  of  the  town,  as  a  whole,  never 
havin<;  been  accustomed  to  book.-i  aud  rcailitiLT.  did 
not  really  know  what  a  library  was  or  liow  to  use  it. 
Two  generations  of  newspapers,  railroads,  and  book- 
storea  were  needed  to  cooTert  the  New  Enghn^ters  of 
the  interior  into  a  really  reading  rnec. 

Goinir  back  t'le  earlier  period,  llie  Hible,  and 
that  aloue,  si^uius  to  have  beuu  found  everywhere; 
while  in  the  booses  of  the  gentry  might  be  aeen 
oopies  of  Shakespeare  and  Milton,  a  fbw  volumes  of 
the  d;L>,:-ic9,  the  "Spectator"  and  the  "  Tatler,"  the 
philosophical  works  of  Loeke  and  of  HMl-nL'liroke.  a 
number  of  sermons  and  theological  works  tiow  wholly 
forgotten,  and,  if  the  owner  was  a  lawyer,  a  doctor  or 
a  minister,  a  few  profeisiona]  booka.  Aa  a  young 
man,  on  a  Sunday.  Jnbii  Ailams,  in  the  old  house  at 
the  foot  of  Penii's  11  ill,  read  F^axter's  "  Knqniry  into 
the  Nature  of  the  Human  Soul,"  and,  for  amusemcot, 
»  Ovid*s  ■  Art  of  Love*  to  Mrs.  Savil." 

Theaensationa  ot  John  Adama  when  he  came  baok 
to  this  vegetating  existence  after  having  for  thirty 
years  been  part  of  great  events  have  already  been 
alluded  to.    He  longed  to  hibernate  as  a  dormouse. 


Tet  he  at  leaet  knew  what  he  went  baek  to,  and  ex* 

pccted  nothing  else.  It  would  be  otherwise  with  a 
visitor  bred  to  modern  u«a<ref:.  In  his  case  an  illu- 
sion would  be  dispelled.  If  bis  experience  chanced  to 
fall  ou  a  Sabbath,  he  would  pass  a  day  of  veritable 
torture.  Were  the  period  during  the  last  eentut;, 
in  order  to  OBOapo  the  ti  dium  of  tlie  dwelling,  if  for 
no  other  reason,  be  would  be  f(.ri  <Hl  to  spend  weary 
hours  in  a  building  scarcely  as  weather-proof  and  far 
leas  comfortable  tbau  a  modero  barn,  in  which  the 
only  suggestion  of  warmth  was  in  that  promise  of  aa 
hereafter  which  was  wont  to  enunmto  flrom  the  ortho- 
dox pulpit.  The  remaining  hours  of  the  dreary 
day  he  would  pass  seated  in  a  wooden,  atmight- 
badted  ebair,  niastii^  one-half  of  his  penou  Itefore  < 
fire  of  blanng  wood,  while  the  other  half  abivered 
uader  the  weight  of  an  overcoat.  In  bis  bedroom 
he  would  find  no  water  for  wnshinii;  for  if  cipostd 
overnight,  it  would  be  solid  ico  in  the  moruiog.  If 
among  personal  virtues  cieaniiueas  be  indeed  that 
which  ranka  dooeat  to  godliness,  then,  judged  b| 
nineteenth  century  standards,  it  is  well  that  those  who 
lived  ill  tlie  eii;!iteeiith  century  had  a  suffieteocy  of 
the  latter  quality  to  make  good  what  they  lacked  of 
the  former.  Prior  to  1830  there  eertmnly  was  not  a 
bath-room  in  the  town  of  Quiney,  aod  it  is  very 
<{uestionable  whether  there  was  any  utensil  then  made 
for  bathing  the  person  larger  than  a  crockery  hand- 
bowl.  The  butli-rooui  is  a  very  moderu  iii&litutioo , 
nor  was  the  ofdioaTy  laundry  wash-tub,  of  wlueh  it  ii 
an  outgrowth,  by  any  means  in  family  requisition  cr^ich 
Saturday  night.  In  1C.")0  it  is  recorded  tliat  ili  ise 
dwelling  in  certain  portions  of  the  British  Isles  did 
"  not  wash  their  linen  above  once  a  month,  nor  their 
hands  aud  fitees  above  once  a  year.**  As  compared 
with  these  the  New  Englander  was  cleanly,  but  evea 
his  cwcr'  and  basins  were  Strictly  in  keeping  with  a 
limited  water  supply. 

When  the  temperature  <^  a  bedroom  nngw  6r 
hdow  tb«  freesing-pMUt,  there  is  small  indiiosBSOt 
fbr  the  person  who  has  slept  thereto  to  waste  any 
unnecessnry  time  in  washing  or  dressing.  So  when 
Monday  moroing  came,  the  visitor  of  the  good  old 
days  would  huddle  on  hb  dothes  and  go  down,  blue 
and  ahivering  with  oold,  to  the  sitting*  and  break  fast- 
room,  in  which  he  would  find  a  uble  spread  vnth  a 
suffieieney  of  food,  Doitber  well  cooked  nor  well  serv»*d. 
The  salted  meat  aod  heavy  bread  made  of  Indian 
meal  and  rye  he  would  wash  down  with  drmughls 
of  milk  or  hard  ddar,  though  in  a  ^  houass  tea 
might  be  offered  him.  All  day  be  would  look  in 
vain  for  a  newspaper,  or  a  letter,  or  even  a  distant 
echo  from  the  outaide  world.    Weary  with  the 
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nouotODy  of  io-door  lift,  the  viaitor  niglU  mndw 

forth  and  watch  for  a  time  the  hands  OH  tbo  farm  as 
they  haalcd  and  split  wood,  hii.sktd  corn,  or  fenJed 
the  stock.  ThcD  he  would  find  hi.s  way  through  the 
village.  Od  the  bare  and  drwry  road  he  would  meet 
onlj  an  oeetnoiMl  chaiM  or  tntrder  on  honobaek, 
mod  Ml  OZ-eart  or  two  loaded  with  cordwood  or  pro- 
duce; a  few  children  might  be  on  their  way  to  or 
from  the  half-warmed  school-house  in  which  they 
huddlfld  KkgrtlMr  on  tiM  long,  bard  beodui,  iliiveriug 
for  lioan.  Oouwg  at  leat  to  tbo  lavern,  aod  drivoQ 
into  it  in  search  of  warmth  and  comfort,  he  would 
uodcrstand  at  a  glance  why  the  New  Englandcr  was 
iutempcrate.  There,  gathered  around  the  great  fire 
in  thft  bBr>rooid,  would  be  s  balf-doMik  or  more 
nmgb,  ttnewy  Yankees  imokiDg  th«r  pipea,  drinking 
flip,  and  talking  politics.  The  room  might  be  dirty, 
the  liiDpuatie  coarse,  the  utr  foul  with  tohafco,  and 
eceiK'8  of  drunkeoDess  might  occur,  but  here  wati  au 
escape  from  tedinm,  and  n  natutal  enTing  for  aociety 
and  excitement  waa  gntifled.  It  was  the  one  f jrm 
uf  .soeiabllity  open  to   the  avcrajrc  New  KnglatuJer 

thniu^'h  the  long,  oomfortlew  wioter  hours  of  eo- 
furced  idlenet^s. 

With  the  tavem  the  eirele  would  be  eomplele,  uqp 
lew  the  stranger  also  stopped  at  the  village  store. 
There  again  he  would  find  the  oi'eujialioiiless  lounger 
mated  ou  the  stools  or  leaittng  against  the  counter ; 
and  there  also  rum  would  be  on  sale,  drawn  by  the 
gleaa  of  by  the  bottle  ftom  the  barrels  on  tap  at  tbe 
rear  of  the  room.  The  resources  of  the  town  would 
now  Le  exhausted,  it  would  only  remain  to  return 
to  the  point  of  ooraoieooeiucnt,  aod,  seated  in  the 
wooden  obair,  resume  '*  Baxter  on  the  Soul"  or  the 
Tstler,**  or  «  Vteadiae  Loat,"  before  tbe  great  wood 
fiiei.  And  so  it  went  on  as  generation  followed  genera- 
tion across  the  little  stage.  Xo  ehange  came ;  nor  was 
change  either  expected  ur  desired.  To  use  iiurke's 
aupremely  happy  phrase,  it  wm  tbe  existeooe  of  a 
people  "  still,  as  it  were,  in  tbe  griatle^  and  not  yet 
hnrdeoed  into  the  bone.** 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

QUIMCY— (C^ImimnO* 
TBI  KOBTH  ranomct  AHMAUb 

As  generally  understood,  the  political  record  of  an 

old  New  England  town  Ls  the  narrative  of  the  connec- 
tion *>!'  that  town  with  tlie  great  current  of  external 
eveuta.    Yet,  when  so  treated,  it  cannot  but  loee  in 


great  degree  both  its  indiridttalUy  and  its  sigoifteanoe. 

The  events  of  large  historical  mODMDt  wbioh  have  01^ 
curred  within  the  Hiult.i  of  any  t^jwn  are  necessarily 
few,  and  those  tew  belong  to  general  history.  la 
most  oases  they  are  already  familiar,  and  to  go  over 
them  in  e  purely  loeal  oonneetion  is  but  to  repeat  a 
story  which  has  been  sufficiently  told.  This  is  not 
the  function  of  tlie  town  historian.  His  function  is 
to  develop,  iu  so  i'ar  as  ho  can,  whatever  of  individ* 
uality  there  may  bare  beau  in  a  partievkr  unit  of  a 
remsrkable  system.  Having  a  genera)  family  teaem- 
blance,  just  as  the  iodtvidnBiB  composing  a  commun- 
ity resemble  each  other  peneni]l\ ,  eucli  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts towns  in  tbe  early  days  had  also  characteris- 
tiea  end  peenliaritifla  of  ita  own.  In  making  a  portrait 
of  the  individual,  the  attempt  of  the  ertiat  should  be 
to  impress  on  his  canvas  the  traits  peculiar  to  that  in- 

'  dividual, — not  those  which  he  had  in  common  with 
all  his  neighbors.  So  in  dealing  with  the  New  £ng> 
land  town,  ita  historian  should  out  loose  aa  ftr  as  pos- 

j  sible  from  the  geoersl  cuireut  of  politioal  evmts,  and 
labor  to  bring  into  prominence  that  which  mnde  the 
town  as  a  unit  not  altogether  like  it?  feituw  uuitn. 

That  which  lends  an  especial  interetst  io  these 
towns  was  the  complete  freedom  of  their  growth  from 
all  paternal  or  fiMtering  care.  For  them  there  was 
no  prophet,  no  ehief  tio  lord,  no  bishop,  no  king. 
Those  dwelling  iu  them  were  all  plain  people.  As 
such,  they  were  neither  guided  nor  protected  from 
above.  They  stood  on  thdr  own  legs,  such  as  they 
were ;  and  there  wss  no  one  to  hold  them  up.  Ac- 
cordingly, each  town  ii*;  at!  organized  political  body 
worked  out  its  problems  iu  its  own  way.  Neither 
were  thaaa  problems  simple.  On  tbe  contrary,  it 
hss  alrssdy  been  seen  that  in  the  course  of  the  first 
hundred  and  ninety  years  of  muncipal  life  Brdntree 
and  Quincy  had  to  deal  in  a  practical  vrny  with 
almost  every  one  of  those  questions  which  are  wont 
to  perplex  statesmen.  Bdigions  hereries,  land-titlea, 
internal  improvements  and  means  of  eommunieation ; 
education,  temperance,  pauperism,  and  the  care  of  the 
insane ;  ptiWie  landA,  currency,  t.TXTition,  and  municipal 
debt, — all  these  presented  themselves,  and  the  people 
sssembted  in  town-meeting  bad  to,  end  did,  to  some 
fitfhioo  work  out  a  solution  of  them.  Nor,  being 
wholly  unaided,  did  they  fail  to  do  so.  There  was 
fortunately  no  iniipiration  in  New  England,  nor  did 
any  saviours  of  society  appear.  It  is  ueedl^&i  to  say 
that  the  solutions  worked  out  were  often  rough,  end 
superficial,  and  wrong.  None  the  less  they  were  the 
best  of  which  those  people  were  capable,  and  so  best 
for  them.  Tiicy  were  working  out  llieir  destiny  in 
their  own  way,  aod  paying  for  their  ezperieooe  as  they 
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vent  aloDg.   Their  ao  doing  nunWd  «n  epooh  in  hu-  I  hmm  or  eott«g«  **  vithia  the  lihertjs"  of  Braintree 

tory.  without  the  consent  oT  those  "  clin-icn  to  dUposc  of 

It  is  lu  the  towDA  and  town  records  of  Massachu-  the  towne's  affairs;'  aud  a  heavy  money  yienalty  i» 
setts,  therefore,  that  the  historical  unit  of  America  |  imposed  on  every  sale  of  lands  to  any  except  "  such 
it  to  be  sought.  Hie  politloal  pMIoeophor  can  th«r«  aa  thetowosmftn  aiiaU  approro  on/'  Next,  Uioa^li  an 
atttdj  th«  aknr  devdopment  of  a  sv^tom  as  it  grew  interval  ofmorc  than  two  months  intervenes  botwixn  it 
from  the  perm  up.  The  detnils  are  trivial,  munoto-  and  the  la<t  drJer,  i-  a  rejnlaliiin  wliieli  fori  -.ha'Jows 
00U8,  and  not  easy  to  clothe  with  interest.  Yet  the  all  future  municipal  ordinances  in  relation  to  fire  de- 
volmnes  which  cootaio  them  are  the  most  predoos  of  .  partments ;  every  bouae-owDer  is  ordered  '*  (o  liave  a 
•lebiTea.  Upon  tboir  tattered  pages,  yellow  with  age, ladder  to  atand  ap  agaimt  hb  CUmneiy**  as  a  seeari^ 
the  hardly  legible  letters  of  the  ill-apelled  words  are   against  fire. 

written  in  ink  prown  pale  with  aire,  but  they  are  all  But  it  has  already  been  mentioned]  that  in  the 
Wo  have  left  to  tell  aa  of  the  first  stages  of  a  poUti-  earliest  colonial  period  town-mectiniis  in  the  modern 
oal  growth  whieh  has  sinoe  ripened  into  the  dominaot  •  sense  of  the  word  were  not  regularly  held,  and  no 
inflnenoe  of  the  new  world.   Nor  b  it  too  nuek  to  I  record  was  made  of  the  aetion  taken  by  the  selei^eo, 

imagine  that  when  the  idea  of  full  human  sclf-gov-  who  seem  to  have  been  a<;reed  on  id  some  informal 
emment,  fir«t  i^lowly  hamrnerefl  into  practical  shape  way.  Acknnwlrdsnnents.  transfers  of  land,  and  per- 
in  the  New  England  towns,  and  as  yet  far  from  per-  mits  to  take  stone  and  timber  from  the  commons 
looted,  shall  Have  permeated  the  dtrilited  world  and  ,  were  entered  of  record  in  the  town  hook ;  and  yet  a 
assaraed  final  shape,  then  these  town  records  will  ho  dozen  pages  of  it  were  not  filled  in  as  man/  yean, 
accepted  as  second  in  historical  inpoitasce  to  no  The  machinery  of  government  was  organixed  slowly, 
other  form  of  archives.  nnd  only  under  the  pressure  of  actual  need.  Nothing 

The  first  page  of  the  tirst  town  buck  of  Braititrec  was  done  that  did  not  have  to  be  done.  But  at  last, 
bears  the  date  of  1640.  It  is  only  legible  in  part,  io  March,  1673,  when  the  town  was  already  a  third 
for,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected,  it  is  worn  and  of  a  century  old,  it  wa.s  voted  that  thenocfurth  on  the 
tniiiilati  il  by  rough  handling  through  two  humln  il  fir-t  T»e.sday  of  March  and  the  last  Tuesday  of 
and  titty  years.  Yet  there  is  a  .singular  fitncs-s  in  the  October  there  should  be  general  meetings  of  "the 
opening  lieading.    It  is  in  these  words,  "The  Schoolo    whole  inhabitants"  to  make  choice  of  their  town 


Land."  Then  follows  the  memorandum  of  a  couTeyanoe  officers  and  to  agree  npon  all  things  that  nig^t 

that  year  made,  under  which  a  portion  of  tb'  tract  origi'  :  oern  the  COOinOD  welfare.  BfOn  then,  fbrttwcnly 
nally  allotteJ  at  tlip  Mount"  tn  W'illiaiu  Coddington  years  more,  no  r^'enrd  nf  these  meetings  wa?  kepf. 
piisiH'd  into  the  hands  of  the  town  common  luods,  nor  were  the  names  of  the  town  officers  entered  in 
and  was  by  it  devoted  to  be  the  support  of  a  school-  j  the  book.  Their  eleotion  seems  to  have  been  held 
The  first  recorded  act  of  Braintree,  therefore,  was  to  i  matter  of  common  knowledge,  and  they  met  at  each 
make  a  provision  for  common-school  teaching  ;  nor  is  [  Other's  bouses.    This  continued  to  l>e  the  esse  nntal 


the  fact  already  allud.  il  to  unworthy  sr-pond  men-  after  the  Revnltuinn  nf  16^8,  during  which  Brain- 
tion,  that  the  land  thus  set  apart  has  even  to  the  pres-  .  tree  heartily  sympathized  in  the  movement  whiefa 
eat  time  paid  an  annnal  rent  for  the  purposes  to  which  j  ovothrew  Androe.  It  was  in  1693  that  the  list  of 
it  wss  then  dedicated.  The  second  entry,  made  in  j  town  officers  first  appears,  and  from  thb  time  for^ 
the  following  year,  is  for  tlie  cnMongemeat  and  pro-  j  ward  the  machinery  of  town  government  was  oom- 
tection  of  home  enterprise.  A  monopoly  in  grinding  plete.  The  officers  chosen  were  five  selectmen,  a 
corn  is  aecur^l  to  Kiohard  Wright  so  long  as  the  mill  i  town  clerk  and  a  commissioner,  two  constables,  five 
he  had  biult  ranairn  in  the  hands  of  faim  and  his  '  tithingmen,  and  eight  Tiewen  of  fenees.  The  neat 
heirs,   unleees  it  evideBtly  sppesr  tbst  the  ssid  mill   year  sorreyors  of  highways  and  fi«ld-¥i«wen 


will  not  serve  the  plantation,  and  that  he  or  they  will  also  chosen,  and  the  first  specific  appropriation  was 

not  build  another  in  convenient  time  "    The  site  of  made.    It  amounted  to  £0         in  colonial  money, 

this  mill,  and  the  stones  which  went  into  its  founda-  the  pouod  t^iog           and  it  is  instructiTe  in  its 

tion  wslls,  are  still  pointed  ont.    Next  a  right  of  way  |  details.   It  resds  ss  folh>ws : 

is  recorded.   Then  follows  a  provision  setting  a  pre-  ,  "nve  pound*  to  John  Baiehsc^t  widow's  miiint«nano«,  and 

cedent  for  all  that  legislation  agniost  aliens  coming  in  t'  i     •I'ilinjt*  to  Thowas Herill  rwkMpiog  WiUiaoi  DimUs- 

t    I    J    I.-  I  I.     <•  .    .  .„    r      I      1         I  ce,  itad  twentv-f)Te  •btllags  far  the  riDging  of  tb*  M  aa4 

to  the  land  which  na's  irom  time  to  time  fouDii  a  place        '.     .         .     .  .  *  *  

gweping  llie  mi!«tiDg-bou<  in  (06  yc«r  I <<'.'-),  and  eight  «hiling« 


upon  the  American  statute  book.  This  has  been  .  ^rmniiag  U»«  pound,  mt«ii  thiUngs  u>  WilliMs  SaviU  fcr 
•Irendy  referred  to,  -StrangeiB  are  forbidden  to  bnild  (  diaUaWi  ootn,  sad       lUiinii  tot 
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tin  T«wBtSad       ■hfltiis*  Ibr  th»  AMluBf  of  a  tnwn  «om  to 

Sauuel  Spccr,  trnd  ten  ehilin;;s  to  Ttiomas  Das  fgf  4ept  (Vt 
riogiog  the  bell  fornierly,  thi«  to  be  rkiii<^d  by  rato." 

In  a  genera!  ;«ketch  such  njs  the  present  it  would 
not  be  profitable  to  enter  into  tiic  petty  detail.^  of 
l^fllttioB  throoigh  noDotonoiu  yean.  They  repeated 
each  other.  RegDlar  Totes  were  pawed  in  relation  to 
the  church,  the  coniiuons,  the  school ;  and  at  times  the 
di«s«>nt  of  certain  freemrn  from  tlip  action  hud  wa« 
uuled.  One  Satnuei  TuujpHou  t»<pectally  seems  to  have 
opposed  ill  onthys  of  m  odnoadooal  obaraoter.  Oar- 
tMO  hiT'zc  i^-ues  always  loomed  up  as  the  engrossing 
questions  of  the  tim«',  upon  tlic  snlution  of  which 
the  common  mind  was  fixed.  Now  it  would  be  the 
matter  of  title  and  determined  resistance  to  the  prc- 
tOBiioBs  of  Bo0toD  land  daimanto;  tlieii  tbo  dWl^oB 
of  the  town  into  prectnctd  would  force  itself  to  the 
front.  The  village  ihcalre  of  ITOfl  \va»i  in  fact  ex- 
actly like  the  national  tbtntri'  of  185U,  excepting 
only  that  it  was  oot  so  large.  As  the  tariff  and 
iMink  lanMB  in  tbo  iattor  vara  meoaedad  by  tbe  dis- 
union issae,  so  io  the  former  tha  qnastion  of  title  was 
followed  by  the  demand  fiir  parochial  division.  The 
title  «|ue8tioD  has  already  been  sufficiently  referred 
to,  bnt  a  ftw  voida  mora  may  be  givea  to  tba  diviaioo 
of  tbe  town  into  praeincia  aa  illBairatiBg  tbe  Biatboda 
of  tbe  time.  It  has  already  baoB  atatad  Cbat  the 
freemen  of  the  two  ^eefions  were  ro  wrotjght  up  over 
this  issue  that  they  by  no  means  abstained  from  angry 
vortbi  and  almoat  eame  to  bhywa.  For  a  time  tbo 
battle  raged  over  the  amouBt  of  tbe  miBirteKa  aalary. 
Then  an  overt  act  was  resolved  upon,  and  the  frame  of 
a  new  meeting-house  was  raided.  Finally  a  joint 
oommittec  of  eight,  four  being  selected  from  each  ot 
the  two  precincts,  waa  aent  to  diaoonne  with  Mr. 
Fiafce  one  irith  aaotber,  aod  bring  report  to  the  town 
whether  there  can  be  any  proposals  made  that  tnay 
and  shall  be  eompl'u'd  with  on  ciiher  side  that  nia^' 
be  ioT  the  peace  and  i^aliftlketiun  of  both  |)art«  of  the 
town/'  It  waa  a  eommittee  of  rqinaentatiTo  men,  for 
Bdmnnd  Quiooy  aerrad  vpon  it,  and  it  went  oo  an 

errand  nf  pence;  hut,  as  rejristered,  it  has  now  a  war- 
like ring.  Upon  it  were  a  lieutenaiii-eolonei,  twi»  cap- 
tains, one  cornet,  two  sergeants,  besides  "  Lieut.  Deacon 
Saval."  One  only  bore  no  military  daaignatioo,  plain 
**  John  Ruggles,  senior."    This  was  in  March,  170S. 

Apparently  the  coramitteo  did  not  "  disfi»iir.-i  '  in 
vain,  or  perhaps  the  Itev.  Mr.  Fisko  proved  a  suc- 
cessful peacemaker ;  for  steps  were  aooD  taken  towards 
treating  a  paaeeful  diviaion.  By  Deeamber  matters 
bad  bom  so  far  advanoed  that  a  special  town-meeting 
was  palled,  a«  the  warrant  ran,  "  then  and  there  to 
eoDsult  and  consider  about,  and  if  possible  to  fix  upuo 


a  suitable  and  reasonable  line  of  division,  disttnotion, 
or  limitation.  .  .  .  That  said  line  be  lovingly  agrsed 

upon  and  settled  (if  it  may  be)."  Edmund  Quincy 
was  chosen  moderator,  and  then  ensued  an  angry  and 
exciting  debate,  for  tbe  record  reads  that  "  after  the 
warranta  were  read  there  were  some  immediately  thai 
did  declare  against  tbe  diridiog  of  the  town,  and 
that  they  did  refuse  to  Joyne  with  eaid  Inhabitants  in 
that  affair,  and  reqtiej^ted  that  it  miirht  he  entered 
with  their  names  in  the  Town  Book."  The  names 
were  then  raeotded ;  and  it  is  a  sigoifioant  faet  that 
three  at  least  of  thoaa  names  belonged  to  persona  then 
active  ill  or^nnizinj:  the  Kpiseopal  ehurcli.  They  ap- 
parently deiDirod  no  settlement  of  religious  disputes 
which  did  not  cover  their  own  case.  But  the  division 
of  the  town  into  seprate  parishes  wss  none  the  less 
effected,  and  this  atiaorbing  laane  waa  disposed  of. 

Town  "joverntnent  wns  now  thoroughly  organised 
in  Braintrce  ;  and,  tor  purpose  of  illustration,  the 
record  of  a  single  year  will  oot  be  uniostruotire. 
Take,  for  instanoe,  that  of  1710-11.  Baring  those 
twelve  months,  from  March  to  March,  throe  town- 
mcetinir?  were  held,  one  in  ^fan  h,  one  in  May,  and 
one  in  November.  At  the  31arch  meeting  town  uih- 
oma  were  obosen,  and  a  qiedal  eommittae  was  ap- 
pointed "  to  go  and  aeareh  the  records  at  Boston  with 
reference  to  the  grant  of  the  six  thousand  acres  of 
land  hv  the  (jt  iii-ral  Court  to  the  town  of  Rraintree." 
Twenty  shillings  were  also  voted  to  Joseph  Bass  as  a 
svitable  oompensatioB  for  two  years*  aerrice  as  town 
treaanrer.  At  the  May  meeting  the  delegate  to  the 
General  Court  was  chosen,  and  also  a  sealer  of  leather, 
.^t  the  Nnvetnher  nifeiing  a  levy  of  thirty  ponnds  was 
ordered  to  defray  the  town  charges  for  the  current 
year.  ProTlaion  was  then  made  for  the  increase  of 
the  town  herds,  and  an  appropriation  of  six  pounds 
was  made  therefor.  The  schoolmaster,  "  Mr.  Adams," 
wa.s  then  "  impowered  tn  demand  a  Load  of  wood  of 
each  boy  that  conuvs  to  schoul  this  winter."  From 
thia  impost  it  wiU  be  noticed  that  giria  ware  ex- 
empted. It  wan  th<'ii  furtluT  voted  that  ''twolve 
ponndfs  he  raised  lot  .Julin  I'enniman,  of  Swansey, 
provided  that  the  Town  be  forever  cleared  of  him." 
Finally,  a  further  order  was  passed  by  tbe  North 
Precinct  iVeeboldsra  that  Mr.  William  Rawaon  ahonld 
have  "  liberty  to  build  a  Pew  for  himaelfe  and  Family 
wlu  re  the  three  short  seats  of  the  wotnenV  be,  and 
so  10  joyn  home  to  the  foreseat  of  the  women's  in  the 
old  Meeting-house  at  the  southwest  end."  To  this 
same  Mr.  Rawaon,  it  may  be  added,  there  had  ten 
years  before  been  conceded  *'the  pririlege  of  making 
a  seat  for  his  family  hut  ween  or  upon  the  two  beams 
over  the  pulpit,  not  darkening  the  pulpit." 
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HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


It  is  «  notioetble  ftet  that  then  ia  no  trace  what*  | 
ever  of  the  Indiu  wan  to  be  ibund  in  the  Btuatree  ; 

records.  The  entries  just  rererred  to  were  of  the 
year  1710.  Tb<»  Inflian  vrnr^  were  then  over,  nnd 
the  questions  which  occupied  the  public  mind  were 
those  esoal  to  periods  of  peace.  It  does  not  need  to 
be  Haid  that  Braintrcc  could  not  have  escaped  it^ 
share  of  the  l-unli  tis  of  that  ?<o\-crest  New  Kngland 
trial  when,  and  when  only  in  its  whole  history,  flic 
enemy  was  at  almost  every  door.  The  long  struggie 
with  the  Freneh  was  carried  on  at  a  dbtanee.  So  , 
fill'  Manaehoaetta  waa  oonoenied,  it  entailed  heavy 
drafts  for  nif>n  and  moncv  ;  Init  nn  camp-fire  smoke 
was  seen  or  hostile  shot  heard  within  the  colony 'a 
limits.  Tlie  forays  of  the  Kevolutiun  were  limited  to 
the  eoaat  and  one  ahort  march  to  Concord.  The  war 
of  1812  caused  for  Massadivaetta  nothing  more  than 
nwdlt^.s  niariu.s  tlie  sea-coast.    The  war  of  the 

Rebellion  was  fought  ai  a  distance.    Not  so  the  Iu> 
dian  wan.  The  struggle  then,  whera  it  waa  not . 
aiAoally  over  the  hearthatone,  waa  at  the  threahold.  | 
Braiutree  was  one  of  the  more  fortunate  towns.  . 
Thoujrli  a  few  wretched  Indinni*  liiitrcred  within  it? 
Hmit.s  down  even  to  the  middle  of  the  next  century, 
the  great  plague  of  1616  had  within  Braintree  limits  ( 
done  its  worlc  thoroughly.   Bum  and  smallpox  fin-  , 
isbed  the  little  it  had  left.    Accordinglj,  Braintree  ' 
was  never  cailled  iij">n,  even  in  King  Philip's  war, 
for  anythiog  more  than  men  aud  money. 

The  first  dnA  of  this  kind  was  in  August,  1645.  j 
A  war  with  Pasaacna  and  the  Narragiinsetts  was  then 
threatening,  and  Maj.-Gcn.  Gibbons,  he  who  had 
been  a  contpanion  of  Mort<>nV  af  the  Mount  VVollas- 
tOD  of  the  old  Maypole  days,  was  sent  out  in  com-  | 
vend  of  a  force  of  two  hundred  men.   Braintree^  • 
Weymouth,  and  Dorchester  were  ordered  to  famish  | 
three  horses,  with  saddles  and  brid1<     "  to  be  at  ' 
Boston  by  «evcn  o'clock  in  the  moniini:,  tbr  18fh  of 
this  6th  month,"  to  accompany  Geo.  Giiibous;  and  it  ^ 
waa  Mr.  Tompson,  of  the  Braintree  ehnreh,  who  was  ! 
sdeotod  "  to  sound  the  silver  trumpet  along  with  his  | 
arrnv."    Amon'^  the  commiasary  .'tores  of  this  ex- 
pedition,— '*  Breifl,   tmn  thou!<and ;  beif,  six  hogs- 
beads;  fish,  tenn  kintalls,"  etc., — "strong  water,  one 
hogshead ;  wine  at  your  pleasure ;  beers,  one  tuoo.'*  I 
These  preparHtions  proved  too  much  for  the  savages. 
They  succumbed  bi  rnri  u  blow  was  struck. 

Again  in  1653,  the  commissioners  of  the  confed- 
eracy of  New  England  colonies  "  conceived  tbem-  . 
selves  ealled  by  God  to  make  a  preaent  war  against  ' 
Ninigret,  the  Niantio  sachem,"  and  the  next  year  it 
fell  tu  Ma-^^aclia^rtf"  tn  r:irs<»  one  hundred  and  eiL'hty- 
three  soldiers,  foot  aud  horse,  to  go  forth  in  that 


cause.  Braintrea'a  quota  waa  four  men.  Simon 
Willard,  of  Concord,  was  in  eomaaand,  snd  he 

mustered  his  force  at  Dedbam  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1G5.5,  and  led  it  off  through  Prnvidcnce  tn  the  ?hor'-!i 
of  Long  Ldand  Sound.  In  fifteen  days  he  wits  back 
at  Dedham,  having  accomplished  a  military  { rooie* 
nade. 

Twenty  yenrs  Inter  came  Kint:  P!)ilip'>  wur.  and 
Braintree  i?  saiJ  now  to  have  rtci-ivcil  :i  scratch  from 
(he  wildcat  s  claw.  An  insignificant  Indian  raid 
ooeurred,  and  four  persons  were  killed, — **  three  men 
and  a  woman.  The  «i>mati  they  carri-jd  rilinut  six  or 
seven  milc«.  and  tVicn  killed  her  and  huiiL'  ht  r  up  in 
an  unseemly  aud  barbarous  manner  by  the  wayside 
leading  from  Braintree  to  Bridgewater."  In  conse* 
qneoee  of  the  alarm  oecaatoned  by  this  raid  a  aort  of 
frontier  post  was  established  on  the  Bridgewater  road, 
and  Ric  lianl  Thavi-r,  wlm  liad  bren  "  imprp««ed"  n-* 
one  of  tlie  Braintree  continut'nt,  was  put  in  charge  of 
it.  This  individual  has  already  beeo  meotiooed  as  a 
daimant  of  Braintree  kods  under  sn  alleged  Indian 
gnot.  It  has  also  been  Stated  that  as  a  military 
ennimander  Richard  Thayer  «eom<«  to  have  been  in- 
strumental in  spreading  many  faljje  alarma.  He 
elaimedtbeerrdit  of  capturing  one  Joha  ladian,  whs 
iraa  *'ao  feeble  and  weake  that  he  came  eieeping 
under  the  fences,  and  not  able  for  any  action,  being 
witbiiut  arms"  But  his  participation  in  this  last 
exploit  was  by  others  denied.  Nevertheless  he  afle^ 
wards  brought  in  that  bill  for  aervioea  and  dlahnrse^ 
menta  at  this  time,  amounting  to  thirteen  pounds, 
which  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  which  the 
"Military  Committee  of  Bmintree"  disallowed.  In 
1675  the  town  was  called  upon  to  furnish  oineteeii 
men  for  aelive  duty,  seven  of  them  mounted.  These 
figures  now  have  an  inconsiderable  sound,  and  eon* 
vey  but  a  slight  idea  of  the  stress  of  war.  Yet  a  call 
for  nineteen  men  wa«^  to  Braintree  of  1675.  with  its 
eighty  fumilics,  as  heavy  a  draft  a.H  a  call  for  325 
men  fnm  Qniney  in  the  Rehellkm  of  two  oea tones 
later.  The  largest  oumbi  r  w1i»  went  out  from  the 
town  in  any  ooe  year  of  that  Bebellion  was  304  in 
1861. 

In  1690  came  the  French  war,  and  Braintree  was 
ealled  upon  to  ftiroish  thirteen  men  fbrthe  iO-fiitcd 
(}nrbeo  expedition  under  Sir  William  Phipps.  The 
fato  "f  the<!e  men  was  hard.    The  town  reOOtds  tell 

it  in  a  way  not  to  be  improved  upon  : 

"Th«  9tli  of  .XugtMt  thcro  went  toldicrs  to  Canada,  in^t))* 
ymt  1690,  aad  th«  nnallpox  wm  »b«rd,»nii  they  die<]  rix  vfit; 
four  thrown  orerboard  m  Citptt  Ann,  Coiporal  iobn  Pamcaur, 
Ixnak  Thayer.  Ephraim  CopwlMid  tmA  EbaaaMr  0««a,  Unj; 
and  Samuel  Has  sod  Joba  Ch«Bj  WM  tkrvwii  vvmbMid  at 
Muita»k«tt." 
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Two  man  of  the  thirtoen,  mAking  aglit  in  died 

shortly  after  rcacliing  home.    Yet,  ftcoordin?  to  the 
Rev.  Cotton  Mather,  "  (iuring  the  absen*"!^  r.f  the 
forces  the  wheels  ui'  prayer  in  New  Eogland  had 
been  eoDtioually  going  round."   From  the  begioning  | 
this  expediUon  had  not  been  popular  in  Braintrco.  i 
The  yoiinfj  imon  had  refused  lo  he  impressed,  ;ind  ('nl.  ' 
Edmund  (^uiney,  on  whom  had  fallen  the  duty  of  , 
supplying  the  coutingeot  called  for,  had  been  forced 
to  wrHe  tooM  Qoreraor  Bradstreet,  then  the  heed  of 
the  provisional  government,  that  there  were  among 
tlmsc  impressed  in  Bmintrec  =•  hut  two  (»r  tVifi  e  who  j 
will  go.    I  can  do  no  more,  without  there  be  some  | 
i>eot  fur,  and  made  example  to  the  rest.    To  behold 
each  eepitit  ieof  nnewfui  eonsidemUoo." 

The  French  and  Indian  war  was  fillowi  d  by  a  long 
poriod  nf  fjuict ;  and  after  the  divi-sioii  of  the  Brain-  . 
tree  church  had  been  effected  there  was  little  for  the 
(own  to  agitate  itself  over.  Accordingly  for  many 
jean  the  records  eontain  not  mneh  that  b  notioeable. 
The  town  oiganization,  so  far  as  offices  were  eonoemed, 
wa«  complete  after  1700,  and  an  amount  wa.H  annunlly 
appropriated  to  meet  oecessary  cxpeoaea.  This  sum 
atodiiy  inereaaed,  thoi^b  ita  inereaae  was  enueed 
pfobablj  as  mnch  hy  the  Itnetnating  nine  of  colonial 
paper  money  as  by  the  needs  of  a  wealthier  commtin- 
ity.  In  1701 ,  for  instance,  the  rate  was  forty  pounds  ; 
about  1725  it  averaged  year  by  year  over  nioety 
ponndi ;  in  1750  it  wee  in  the  neighborhood  of  one 
hvndred  nnd  nxty  pomde;  and  when  the  Rcrolotion- 
ary  troubles  b^an  it  had  grown  to  two  hundred  and 
6fty  pounds  The  minister's  salary  was  not  in- 
cluded in  any  of  ihwe  levies,  as  after  au  early  period 
the  preeinet  rate  was  kept  separate  firam  the  town 
rate.  Townwaje  were  now  laid  out  more  fr<-<|U<'iit1y. 
The  old  coast  road  of  1  Cuid  w.if  still  the  sole  hind 
route  to  Boston,  bnt  in  Kt'l)ruarv.  1715,  "a  Tuwa 
Driftway  (not  to  by  open)  one  rod  and  halte  wide" 
was  laid  throngh  Ool.  Edmund  Qninoj's  Ikrm,  on  the 
line  of  what  neatly  a  oenturj  l«l«r  became  the  direct 
turnpike  rnud  arroR*  flu-  Ni'pons<?t.  Tlii«  acfiorj  dfthe 
selectmen,  though  requested  by  Col.  Quincy,  seoms 
to  have  led  to  a  questioo  between  him  aud  the  town. 
He  was  then  the  lending  inhaUtant  of  Brainlree, 
aerriog  as  dt-lc^'nte  to  the  General  Court,  acting  as  , 
modemtor  of  the  town-meetings,  and  referred  to  in 
the  records  as  the  Hon.  Col.  Edmund  Quiocy,  Keq. 
He  now  made  a  claim  against  the  town,  and  nt  a  meet- 
ing  held  on  the  23d  of  Mareh,  1719,  it  was  «  pro- 
ponnded  by  the  moderator  whether  the  town  would 
choose  a  committee  to  trent"  with  him  as  to  compen- 
sation for  any  damage  he  might  havo  sustained  on 
MMonntttf  the  wny  lidd  ottt  through  hie  landa.  The 


motion  waa  R|eeted.   The  warrant  (br  the  next  town- 

meeling  contained  an  article  for  the  townsmen  "to 
cnn«ider  of,  dob:ito  upon  and  agree  about  an  answer 
to  the  petiiiun  oi  £dmund  Quinoy,  Esq.,"  relating  to 
a  driftway  through  his  land.  And  now  a  eommittee 
was  ap{>ointed.  Six  months  later,  at  a  meeting  hdd 
on  the  28th  December,  Col.  Quincy  wns  ehneen 
moderator,  and  this  committee  made  its  report.  It  was 
brief,  but  significant.  They  "  were  of  opinion  That 
the  Beeorda  on  the  Town'*  Book  Belathig  to  an  high* 
way  or  Town  driftway  thnmi^  the  Lands  of  the  said 
Quiney.  etc.,  as  may  appear  on  Record  baring  Date 
February  the  15th,  1714-15  be  era.'K'd,  made  void, 
and  be  as  tho'  it  had  never  been.  Aud  it  was  then 
Toted  that  the  report  of  said  Committee  ebonid  he 
accepted  with  the  Town."  Subsequently,  March  17, 
1731.  this  way  wns  regularly  f:tiJ  out  :ind  accepted. 

Other  questions,  which  through  this  period  coatio* 
ually  occupied  the  atteottoo  of  the  town  in  a  mild 
way,  related  to  the  six  thoneand  aore  grant,  the  nnan- 
thorized  taking  of  stone  from  the  commons,  the 
gn>wtli  rrf  the  timhcr  upon  them,  a  political  division 
of  the  town,  and,  above  all,  the  obstruction  caused  to 
the  passage  of  alewitres  np  into  the  Braintroe  pondi 
by  the  dam  in  the  M onatiqnet  at  the  old  iron^works. 
The  freemen  nceui  never  to  have  been  able  to  agree 
as  to  what  shoulJ  be  dune  with  the  land  grant,  so  they 
wrangled  and  dcbat«d  over  it,  never  reaching  any 
deftnite  eondosion.  It  wns  their  land  qneetion  of  the 
day ;  but,  like  moat  aneh  qneetiona,  it  ia  devoid  of  in* 
tercst  now.  As  respects  the  stone  on  the  commons, 
there  is  an  entry  in  tho  record  of  a  special  town- 
meeting  held  to  consider  the  subject,  on  the  30th  De- 
oember,  1728,  whioh  is  oharaetsristie,  and  baa  in  it  n 
tonoh  ahnost  of  hnmor.  The  meeting  came  together 
and  chose  n  moderator.  The  reoord  then  prooeeda  as 
fullows : 

"  Aflor  which  they  prooMilad  to  ittl  ujMju  the  Ihs-t  attui^i  or 
daoM  la  the  warrant,  and  aftar  »uDdr.v  votes  were  passed  Prc- 
liminBry  or  Inlroductorr  to  an  order  or  bjr-law  concerning  lh« 
(totief,  which  teemed  by  those  Tt»le«  to  It*  tlis  thliiK  designed,  a 
vote  for  eonfirmntioD  of  whiit  hud  pasned  wa*  called  for;  but  it 
piiAiod  in  the  negativ*,  and  fo  th«  wboi«  affikir  was  brought  to  m 
noa  pluM.  Tbo  otbor  artialMln  thewaimtweradlaMamd  OB 
but  no  vote  pftso'il  thori  'in.  After  ulii.  li  -<.iii.'  per.'ono  derlar- 
ing  (b«ir  jodgmcut  that  it  wn«  iuipruj>er  or  at  l«a*t  unneoef. 
nry  to  Rmrd  th»  votes  tbat  bad  |Mmtd,  iMing  tba  things 
<•' ii'd  nnt  bp  ^ffp(•»ed  ;  a  vole  wa«  a«ked  whether  the  vote*  that 
had  piiKsed  should  be  put  on  reoord,  and  it  ptiMed  in  tho  noga- 
ttva." 

One  Cipt.  Peter  Adams  had  acted  as  moderator  of 
this  meeting  in  the  abienee  of  Major  John  Quincy, 
and  it  i;^  npparent  that  ho  had  not  proved  equal  to  the 
position.  At  the  next  town-meeting,  held  a  month 
later,  the  qnestiott  of  dividing  the  town  wns  bronght 
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up.  It  was  voted  Ui  a|>j'0!nf  a  coiumitte«  of  eight  to 
consider  the  subject,  and  to  report  at  an  adjourned 
meeiiug.  Of  this  committee  Major  Jobo  Quiuo;  was 
ohurman,  and  upon  it  were  several  other  proroiBeot 
mcu.  They  presented  their  report  on  the  25th 
Februnrv  followiu".  It  was  nnariimoiis  and  <f>r)sisU'<) 
of  eight  articles,  luoiting  apparcutl)-  t4)wardii  the  pro- 
posed dirWoi.  The  reeqttaon  it  reoeired  w«8,  cud- 
sidering  the  names  that  were  aicaehed  to  it,  quite 
singular.  The  townsmen  hud  evidently  come  to  the 
meeting  prepared  to  take  the  lUiittpr  intD  ihoir  own 
bands.  The  report  having  been  read  beibre  the 
meeting,  the  record  proceeds  as  Ibllowa : 

".^fler  wbft'h,  upon  a  mutiou  mntlu.  the  quMtion  w&ii  put 
wlh  tlx  i  till  H^'n  eincnt  uT  the  ciimmillEo  tlHMaM  Iw  TQto4  arti- 
file  by  iu'ti>»l«,  »nd  it  pu.i.'ril  in  th«  negatira. 

"Tba  quMtion  wm  th«n  put  whether  att  tha  arttalat  tharaof 


C"!.  John  ()uitu-v  af  this  tinio  becaiiit'  Spe:iker  <>f 
llie  proviuciiii  House  of  KepreBcnIatiTes,  which  was 
engaged  iu  iu>  long  and  tedious  dispute  with  Oovemor 
Beleher  over  its  rifjht  to.andil  pnUio  ehsigee  befiwe 
money  whitb  had  been  appropriated  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  frensnry  That  Braintrff  fully  ^ympathired 
iu  the  hiuud  taken  by  the  reprei^entaiives  on  thia  »ab> 
ject  became  manifest  the  IbUowing  year,  when  the 
advice  and  direbtioa  of  the  several  towns  to  their 
mewbers  was  desired.  At  n  special  town-meeting 
held  on  the  liTth  of  September,  1731,  it  was 

"Tlieti  Votffd,  tbal  the  thanki  of  thi«  meeting  hv 
to  Lha  houorabte  Uouaa  of  Ueproantatirea  for  their  faithfal 
tarrloa  io  aatarUng  and  dafanding  tb*  Jmt  Libartiaa  of  thk 
FroTince  (in  we  ostecnj  tbcy  hi  .ti  liithf^rdooe  sn  i  whirh  w« 
bijsbly  Approve)  and  De»iie  thnt  they  wuulU  tsonitnue  ttriMiu- 
oailjr  to  aodaavtittr  lha  ualntalaliig  aod  dafaadtag  tba  t 


»boui  I  Im 
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"  The  qiicatioQ  wa«  then  agnta  pnt  wbolber  Uicjr  would  oc- 
•apt  of  lha  Rapart  of  tha  aaid  CtooNsittaa.   It  paaaad  sgda  in 

"Allor  this  upon  a  motioti  mado,  the  tjiiostiou  was  put 
whathar  thay  would  Raoaoaldar  (heir  hut  vutat  of  tran- 
•aeaptancQ,  and  it  waa  voted  ia  tba  afBrmative. 

"Tfaen  again  tha  Qae«ti«B  waa  put  whethar  they  would 
aeeapt  of  the  Kaport  of  tha  Conaitlaa^  amd  U  paiaad  in  tba 
aagativa. 

**  Upon  wblah,  tha  meeting  wat  dUmiisad." 

At  another  towo-mccliog  Iteld  in  the  following 
Maj  the  report  was  again  brought  up,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  whether  the  town  would  reconsider  its 
forniT  Jirfion  ;  nnd  ajiain  it  p;i>si  «l  in  tlir  iic;;;!! ive. 
It  is  altuoi^t  needia«8  to  add  that  nothing  more  was 
heard  on  the  subject  of  dividing  the  town.  The 
people  had  emphatiaally  shown  that  they  were  not 
ready  for  it,  and  the  leader)*,  who  seem  to  hare  worited 
the  plan  up,  were  obli}:eil  in  iiluuuiui)  it.  Tt  was  more 
tbau  bixty  years  before  the  project  wa»  revived  in  a 
practical  form.  In  1730.  the  warrant  contained 
an  artide  to  see  whether  the  town  would  "  comply 
with  a  motion  or  desire  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives /'ReeoniineitdH  to  nil  ^-udi  have  a  Regard 
to  New  England's  wt-ltarej  to  raise  money  for  the 
i^upply  of  Franeis  Wilks  and  Jonathan  Beldier, 
Esqrs.,  agents  for  the  ssid  house  in  the  CSourt  of 
Great  Britain ;  to  enable  them  to  sollicite  the  affair 
and  i-icrjM'tujitf  tlip  peaee  and  f riirH|uility  of  this 
country  and  prevent  the  miiicliiet'  tiial  ia  likely  to 
ensae  on  the  want  thereof.**  The  action  of  the  town 
upon  this  matter  showed  that  the  leaden  of  publio 
opinion  had  not  Imt  iheir  hcadit.  The  article  was 
"  discourised  upon  and  the  meeting  beinir  «cn«ib!e  that 
tbey  could  not  (lut  a  towti)  Raise  money  upon  that 
Head  the  thing  waa  Dismissed  and  the  Inhabitants 
left  to  subseribe  as  tbej  pleaaed." 


But  the  mattw  which  alone  during  this  period 

seems  to  have  stirred  llu'  town  tu  it.-i  ]>i\\v>t  depths 
wai)  a  controversy  with  .Mr.  Tliiimas  \'inton,  who  in 
1720  had  purchased  the  land  on  which  the  Monato- 
(juit  Iron-works  stood.  The  attempt  to  mauufttctnre 
iron  there  had  some  time  befinrs  been  linaDj 
abandoned  sa  unprofttoble^  The  dam  which  far> 
niched  water-power  was  !<till  8t.<)udin}r,  and  it  seems 
now  to  have  obstructed  lor  no  sufficient  cause  the 
puhsage  of  fish  up  the  river  during  tiie  spawoing 
season.  At  the  May  town-meeting  of  1736  the  sub- 
jeet  was  brou<;ht  up,  and,  aAer  a  warm  debate,  a  com- 
mittee was  appoiiitcJ  to  treat  with  Mr.  Vinton  ff>r  the 
surrender  of  bis  right4i  in  the  river.  At  a  Hpec'ul 
meeting  called  a  month  later  to  receive  the  report  of 
this  oommittee,  its  chairman,  Lieut.  Jeseph  Crosby, 
stated  verbally 

"That  tbay  bad  baea  wllh  Mr.  Thaaiaa  Violas  aad  bad 

8'kr'it  rif  hiiu  on  wliat  term*  hf  wonl't  qtiH  tii<  r";i!ni  to  tht 
Uiver  aloriwuid;  To  which  (thftjr  eaiii;  htt  luattu  uu  mtifiKl. 
.An>i  Mr.  Vinton  heiiig  pri>!>cnt  at  the  luocting  the  iDOilrrat'>r 
I  lienjamin  Naal]  put  lha  Qaaation  to  him  whether  ha  woald 
part  with  bit  Right  in  the  River.  To  whieh  be  nade  aanrer 
thut  he  wiiulii  not  <c-ll  bis  Kighl  therein  on  an.r  learmt  what- 
ever, tba  moderator  then  pat  the  Vaeation  to  the  meatisg 
whether  thaj  would  defend  tb«r  Higbta  <■  aald  River  acalnal 
ilio  cluiiiK  of  all  peri!on»  whnf-'  i  vi  i .  It  jki-m  J  in  the  uffirtu- 
ntire;  agKiqitt  whiob  John  Hunt  entered  dibscut.  Th«n  the 
Qweatien  waa  pot  whether  tbey  would  ralaa  ■lOiiey'  to  deftaj 

the  charge  that  may  ariM*  in  df  fi^riflin;;  thfir  Rtchti.  It  ywiMd 
in  the  aAirinatire;  sf^nititt  which  LuMgu  Juhn  iiuot  ami 
iSi-njaiiiin  IiUtlJiin  ili?»i'ntcd. 


"  Then  Toted  that  One  Hoadred  Poonda  aball  b«  > 
tha  Town  (tf  need  be)  to  detVay  the  ebarfe  of  defeading  tbdr 
ItiKhts  ahoveKaiil. 

"  XhcB  the  Question  wai  put  whether  tbejr  would  cbow  a 
Committae  to  Take  aaro  that  the  RIvor  bo  kept  eiear  of  aS 

ohstruL'liiiu.'i  to  the  pa«m|^e  of  the  Fi'h  iiii  l  to  prosecute  in  lb* 
I<aw  nil  sucb  as  aball  binder  or  obstruct  their  paaaage  ia  anii 
River.  It  palladia  tba  aflraattva." 
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The  oomnittec  bow  appobted  was  eapeoiaUy  anr 

thorized  to  submit  the  whole  matter  iu  dispute  to  u 
reference  of  "iodifiierent  men,"  if  Vintou  would  con- 
neat  to  80  doing.    He  would  come  to  uo  terms ;  and 
apparentlj  the  oomnittee  was  aftaid  to  do  anything. 
In  toj  event,  their  aotioo  eertaioly  waa  net  eneiigetio  j 
euough  to  meet  the  views  of  the  townRtnin,  and 
auotlKT  meetitiET  was  hoM  on  the  -'id  of  Au^ru^t.  A 
vote  waa  then  pii»eed  that  -  ail  such  tbiugsait  ub«tlruct 
the  Faange  in  Honatient  in  any  part  thereof  be  re-  : 
mored.*'   It  was  further  voted  not  to  coatinue  the 
former  committee,  nor  to  add  to  it  other  "meet  per-  < 
sous,"  but  a  whull)  uew  couiuiitlee  was  chosen,  at  the  i 
liead  of  which  waa  "  The  Honble.  Lcomird  Vassal,  ! 
Em).**   This  eommittoe  appeals  to  have  had  reeoufee 
at  oDce  to  higb-handed  measnrett.    They  pulled  the 
dam  down.    la  consequence  of  ttiis  action  another 
meeliog  waa  held  on  the  14thot  £>ept<;mber,  at  which 
Mr.  Benjamiu  Neal,  a  member  of  the  onnmittee,  was  , 
dKwen  moderator.   It  was  then  voted  that  the  com*  | 
mittee  should  be  em]'(iwered  to  defend  all  individnals  | 
against  any  action  which  Mr.  Vinton  n>i<:ht  brinp, 
"exoeptiug  any  cbai^  Mr.  ViDt<'ii  t-hali  or  may  re-  . 
cover  of  aay  pento  or  penMus  by  uiakiug  out  a  Rbt," 
Three  weeks  bter  stilt  another  speeia]  meeting  was 
called,  and  a  vote  was  passed  offering  Vinton  three 
hundred  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  if  he  would  quit- 
claim to  the  towo  all  his  right  in  the  rivor,  aod  dis-  . 
eontinue  legal  praeeediogs  against  these  who  had  been  j 
ooflcerned  in  the  pulling  down  of  the  dan.   "  Mr.  [ 
Viotoo  being  present,  declared  his  acceptance  of  the 
Town's  offer,  and  promised  to  comply  with  their  do- 
maods  conoeruiog  a  Deed  of  bis  Kight  in  said 
River.**    It  was  then  vetad  that,  afteir  the  eouinitteo  ; 
had  done  what  they  should  see  cause  to  do  about 
clearing  the  river,  Mr.  Vinton  should  bo  at  'liberty"  | 
to  take  away  the  remainder  of  the  stuff  at  aoy  time  at 
his  leisure. 

Yet  another  meeting  was  held  before  this  matter  | 
was  Itally  dispored  of.    There  seems  to  have  been  a 

strong  feelintr  that  thu  town  had  dealt  too  liberally 
with  Vinton.    Accordingly,  the  uieeting  hud  hardly 
come  to  order  and  chosen  iis  moderator  when  ''  Peter 
Marquand  appeared  and  declared  that  he  had  no 
warning  to  the  meeting,  and  therefore  desired  his 
decenf  iinVht  be  entered  against  the  meeting  and  all 
that  might  be  therein  transacted."    Nevertheles.>j,  the  ! 
town  proceeded  to  tax  itself  to  the  amouot  of  the  , 
three  hnadred  poands  which  it  had  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  | 
Vinton.    Bat  its  sotion  did  not  pass  without  a 
ptronf?   protest  from  the  minority.    No  k-^s  flinii 
twenty-four  persons  insisted  upon  having  their  names  . 
rsQorded  in  opposition.  ' 


Not  content  with  thus  removing  obstsdes  in  the  way 

of  the  passage  offish,  the  town  a  few  years  later  tried 
its  hand  at  the  artificial  development  of  an  infant  in- 
dustry, thua  t'oreshadowiug  the  national  protective 
policy  of  a  eentnry  later.  At  the  March  meeting  of 
1755  a  formal  vote  was  passed  for  tbeenci  ura^'cracnt 
tif  the  Bank  Oodfishery  to  be  sett  tip  nnd  eariied  on 
within  this  town  "  Tho«e  eoncerued  in  this  business, 
whether  inhabitants  of  Bratutree  or  elsewhere,  were 
to  have  their  poll-taxes  remitted  to  them  forthespaoa 
of  three  years.  A  proviso  was  added  that  all  snoh 
persons  from  other  plact?.s  sboulJ  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  selectmen  ;  and,  it'  not  approved  by 
them,  might  be  "  warned  out  of  Town  according  to 
Law."  Fortunately  for  the  towo,  the  bounty  thos 
offered  does  not  seem  to  have  been  sufficient  to  build 
up  an  artifieisl  indnstry.  Aerordingly,  a.s  the  years 
went  by,  tiie  people  were  not  drawn  on  from  point  to 
point  in  the  singular  process  of  taxiug  profitable  iodus* 
try  to  keep  alive  some  industry  which  is  not  prefttsble. 

Til  tilt,  record  for  the  year  1757  there  is  a  passage 
which  .-'luiw?'  in  a  eurion«  wav  linw  thoroughly  the 
parliamentary  system  had  become  a  part  of  political 
habit.  In  the  rough  towo-meeting  they  evinced  as 
much  respect  for  precedent  as  was  shown  at  West- 
minister. They  had  their  customs,  with  all  the  force 
of  law.  The  que6tion  was  on  the  election  of  Select- 
men.   The  record  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  votes  being  called  for^  brot  in  aod  examined,  It  »ppe»rMl 
that  Col.  Joflsb  Qutncj,  Hr.  Jonatbatt  Allen,  Mr.  BsqJaaaiB 

I'orter  vnTf  <  ti< -^f-n  by  it  intijority  of  votes.  Capl.  KiohnrJ 
Unutkett  and  Cn{>t.  Kben  Xba;«r,  Junr.,  were  cb'^en  Bc<e»rding 
to  tbe  luwai  oMstom  of  mM  Town  as  baring  more  vote*  than 
any  otbt'rf,  and  were  Bcoliired  Srivcttiion  by  the  Moderator 
According  to  the  ciiiilom  of  raid  Town,  l^non  which  end  maeh 
Dilpute  Rcfprcting  the  Legality  of  Ihe  iih  i  i-uni  i  h  iic,  MeatrK. 
William  PenDlmaiij  Samaol  Bmu,  Fetor  AiUiua,  JuuatbMi  R»w- 
aon,  EbenAMr  AdAtnt,  John  AdamR,  John  Hunt,  Rannel  Bane, 

Jiuir,,  .lo>:;iti  ("jipori,  :inJ  John  Clark  t't;li  r<il  I'n.ir  I'lH-ciit 
againtt  tbc  proceeding*  of  the  nid  meeting.  After  much  Du- 
bnte  Boapoetlng  th«  Legality  of  Capt.  Braokott  nnd  Cnpt. 
ThuyerV*  I'tujit-e  as  geloctnuii.  th<:  <>iitv=linri  w.i-^  put  liy  tho 
Mudr.  whether  the  Tuwn  would  (licn  coDlirin  ^nitl  choice. 
Voted  sad  paaawl  in  tb*  aArawtlv*.*' 

The  last  struggle  with  the  French  and  lodiaos  was 
at  this  time  already  two  years  old.   Braddoek  had 

been  defeated  before  Fort  Duquesne  in  July,  1755, 
and  in  May,  175*),  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Fraucti  had  been  formally  declared.  Pitt  was  in 
office.  The  massaore  at  Fort  George  ooouned  in 
1757 ;  in  1768  Cape  Breton  was  eaptared  by  the  Eng* 
lish,  and  on  the  17th  of  September,  1759,  Wolfe  and 
IMontcalm  both  fell  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham.  The 
next  year  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  the  English  was 
oomplMe.  John  Adams  was  then  a  young  man,  keep- 
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ing  im;}ioo1  at  Worcester.  He  describes  how  Amhent  '  appeal  of  Pitt,  Massachusetts  put  fivth  what  ihe  then 
with  his  little  army  nf  four  t!inus;\ti<1  men  passed  snppo«;i:'il  to  1m'  Ikt  utreofit  offhrt.''.  A  levy  of  seven 
through  the  towu  on  his  way  from  Louisburg  to  |  tiiousnud  men  was  ordered.  Forty-live  hundred  only 
CrowD  PoiDt.  **Thfi  officers  were  very  Mcial,  spent  '  ooold  be  raised  bj  Toluotary  enlistment,  and  the  re> 
their  ercDinga  and  took  their  sappers  with  sueh  of  the  '  mainder  had  to  be  drafted.  Tl^  composed  pan  of 
inhabitants  as  were  able  to  invite  them,  and  «'nteriained  |  the  force  which  operated  against  Ticonderoga,  and 
us  with  their  music  ami  tlirir  drinci'>.  Many  of  them  at  their  hend  Lord  Howe  w««  killed.  Among  them 
were  Scotchmen  ia  their  plaid.-<,  and  ttieir  mut>ic  was  were  at  leu.st  thirty  men  from  tiraiutree  j  aad  during 
delijrhtfol ;  even  the  ba^'  pi[>c  was  not  disagreeable."  the  same  season  twelve  more  enlisted  on  the  ship  ^ 
Then  came  the  mga  of  Fort  William  Henry,  during  war"  King  George."  The  neit  3feM!  (1759)  witmssecd 
which  almost  every  day  couriers  earue  down  from  the    the  fall  of  Quebec,  and  broujjht  the  war  to  a  practical 


frontier  bearing  earnest  appeals  for  tiipti  nnd  eiipplieii. 

While  the  colony  thua  resounded  with  warlike 
preparations,  Braintree  pursved  the  absolutely  even 
tt'tioi  of  iu  aneient  ways*  In  the  reoords  of  the  town 

there  h  no  trace  of  these  ijrpat  pvetifs.  Tli>'  u>u;il 
town-mcetiii<rs  were  held,  but  even  [eas  than  the  u&ual 
interest  attached  to  them.  Questions  of  couimon.s  and 
ways  weie  disoossed,  fines  were  imposed  or  remitted, 
eohoda  were  provided  for,  and  from  £60  to  £150  was 
annuallv  orderfd  tn  be  levied  to  iiii  i't  tlio  nirrent  ex- 
pen^ett  of  the  town.  But  of  the  stress  of  war  in  the 
form  of  calls  for  men,  supplies,  and  money  there  is  no 


clo.se.  While  Wnlfc,  with  his  rcpiilar?!.  moved  n^rainst 
Quebec,  the  provincial  levies  relieved  the  garrisons 
of  Nova  Sootis.  To  this  force  Braintree  contributed 
a  quota  of  some  forty  men,  while  more  took  part  in 
the  operations  und>  r  Ainln  rst  wln'ch  resulted  in  the 
fall  of  Ticnnderoga  and  Crown  i^oint. 

The  terms  of  enlistment  during  this  wur  were  short, 
and  the  name  of  the  same  man  often  appeara  nore 
tlian  onoeon  the  roUa.  But  during  these  three  years 
it  is  probably  :=-"^fe  to  sav  that  Braititrcf'  ^^Irlli^l;':-5, 
apart  from  the  promenade  of  Capt.  Tliayer's  com- 
pany in  August,  1757,  one  hundred  different  men  for 


indication.  Yet  these  must  have  eome  and  been  .  actual  service.  The  population  of  the  town  waa  then 
felti  and  that  severely.    A  partial  examination  of  |  about  two  thousand,  of  whom  some  five  hundred  were 


the  Tirovineial  muster-roll,*  ha^  shown  that  bcfwpii 
ITdtl  aud  17GU  more  than  two  hundred  Braintree 
Ben  did  militaiy  service.  Some  were  impressed ;  the 
graater  number  volunteered.  Twenty-eight  took  part 
in  the  nnfortunate  Crown  Point  expedition  of  1756, 
serving  during  that  !nn».«on  only.  Hutehinson  says 
that  "  when  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  went  batik 
to  Canada,  the  proviodal  army  broke  up  and  reittmed 
to  the  government  in  whioh  it  had  been  raised. 
Many  had  deserted  and  more  had  died  while  they  lay 
encamped.    Many  died  upon  the  road,  and  many  <iii>d 


mules  ubove  sixteen.  From  this  it  would  appear  that 
at  least  one  man  in  each  three  capable  of  bearing  anoB 
was  put  into  die  field. 

With  the  elese  of  the  French  war  n  new  generation 
came  on  the  Braintree  stage.  The  last  recorded  ap- 
pearance of  John  Quiney  at  the  town  meetiri?^  was  in 
September,  1758.  The  rebuff  he  then  met  with  at 
the  hands  of  hit  fellow-townemen  has  already  been 
noUoed.  Deaoon  John  Adams,  though  n  selectmaa 
in  1758,  waa  not  agnin  chosen  to  that  office,  and  he 
died  two  y^ar^  later.    But  this  year,  though  his  name 


of  the  cauip  distemper  after  they  were  at  iiome."  docs  not  appear  oo  the  records,  tlte  younger  Jobo 

Upon  the  rolls  Joseph  Btaoobard,  of  Braintree,  ap-  !  Adams  has  asserted  that  he  was  ehosen  sutrveyor  of 

peara  as  a  deeerter.  |  highways.   From  this  time  forward  his  preeeoee  in 

The  next  year  the  capitulation  of  Fort  William  the  town  made  itself  most  distinctly  felt.    Upon  the 

Henry  spread  a  pant**  all  through  New   Kngland.  smaller  stage  it  was  just  as  it  was  on  the  laruer  on.-  a 

Tbojie  living  wc^t  of  the  Connecticut  were  ordered  to  little  later.    The  active,  inquiring  mind  was  ui  work 

destroy  their  wheel  carriages  and  to  drive  in  their  impelled  by  all  the  nervous  energy  of  youth.  Ae- 

cattle.    The  authorities  hoped  to  hold  the  line  of  the  oordingly,  in  the  town-meeting  of  May,  1761,  we  find 


rivfT.  ffo;ir!y  ilie  wliolo  luilltarv  fon-e  of  the  colony 
was  called  tv>  arms.  From  BmintrLe,  Capt.  Peter 
Thayer's  company  was  marched  as  far  as  Roxbury. 
They  lay  there  in  eamp  for  some  days,  and  then,  the 
alarm  having  subsided,  returned  home.   S  in  '  seven 

or  Braintree  nif>n  arf  known  to  liave  luen  in 

the  garrison  at  Fort  William  Ucnry  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender. 

The  next  year,  in  response  to  the  stvoog,  persounl 


liiiu  eiiL'!i'_'i'd  in  his  cnisade  aixainst  iiitf'mporanr<>, 
persuading'  tlie  towtj  Ut  ri!j;nlate  its  licensed  houses 
and  restrict  their  number.    Then  in  17ti5  be  induced 

I  it  to  abandbn  the  old  system  of  repairing  highways, 
and  to  do  it  by  means  of  a  tax.  A  committee,  of 
whioh  he  wa«  a  member,  made  a  report  outlining  the 
new  system.  The  old  question  about  the  commons 
is  still  undecided,  and  comes  up  in  dreary  shape 

'  before  each  sueoeediog  town-meeting.  A  few  yesis 
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liter  be  takei  bold  of  it,  and  tbeo  «t  Wet  tbe  nalter 

is  disposed  of.  Ao  ipparently  interiuloablo  disoiW- 
noD  is  brongbt  to  »o  end,  aod  all  tbe  comtnooa  are 
■old. 

Meanwhile  a  new  set  of  questionci  begins  to  loom 
up.  Tb«  report  io  ikvor  of  adlmg  the  nortb  oommoos 

waiprecented  at  the  town-meeting  of  April  1,  1765, 
jnef  ten  day.-  l>cfiiro  I'arlininrnt  pa-"H.  <l  tlic  Stamp  Act. 
When  the  news  reached  New  Eo^iand  it  caoiied  pro- 
digtoaa  excit«meot  everywhere,  lo  Braiotree  John 
Adame  took  the  matter  up  at  once.  He  aajs, — 

"I  drpw  up  a  petition  to  the  ficlcctiDi'n  of  Untinlrce,  and 
pnwnrod  It  to  bs  lifOMl  bj  »  nnmber  of  th»  r«epM|«bl«  inbikbi- 
tnts^  to  Mil  ftiMaUiig  of  thm  town  t»  loatniet  tb«ir  rtprMcota- 
tiw  la  r*lMl«a  to  Ilia  ttaniN." 

The  town  met  in  the  Middle  Precinct  meeting- 
home  on  the  '24th  of  S«plf inlicr.    Norton  <}tiinfy 

wa*  cliu.-Teii  uiuderator.    Mr.  A<J;inis  then  t;or-  nii,  - 

"  I  prepared  •  draught  of  iD«truction«  at  home  nud  carried 
tk«m  witb  me.  Tbe  hum  ^  the  UMtlnf  wasaxptaincd  atMwia 
tolgib,  and  the  »tate  and  dnngsr  of  tbe  country  jmlnted  oat ;  a 
oomntttae  wtu  appuiuled  to  pr«p«r«  inntructions,  of  whi<-h  I  was 
nominated  as  one.  Wo  retire<i  to  Mr.  Xilc«'  buu'e;  tny  draught 
»u  prodaced,  an4  nnaainioiwljr  Mtoptod  without  anoadmont, 
roportod  to  tbe  town,  and  aecepted  wilboat  a  diifeatlng  rote«. 

Ti-c-c  wen-  (  ul/li.^iMiI  hi  riruprr—  iiajn^r,  i<-^  lti:it  [irinli  r  (:r«t  u|>- 
plied  to  me  for  a  cujij.  Tbis^  were  decided  and  spiriied  ooough. 
Tbe^  nag  throagh  Ibo  Slat*  and  war*  adopted  ia  eo  naajr 

woril*,  a<  I  ws"  infnrmc  l  hy  the  reprcjiontriii  w«  nf  that  year, 
hj  forty  tomns,  a-  in-tnic:iuns  to  their  rej>rp64ij!.ttiveJi." 

These  instructions  were  printed  in  the  liwton  Ga- 
wettt  of  October  14,  1765,  and  in  eomparing  them 

with  some  of  an  opp'  >si(>-  natiira  coming  at  the  same 
tiin<'  frniii  the  town  of  Marbleli.Tnl,  n  com-'pfmdrnt 
of  the  Kvenitig  I'uM  picked  out  at  the  time  one  para- 
graph as  "  worthy  to  be  wrote  in  letters  of  gold.''  It 
waa  tbe  foUowing : 

"WaflirilMrltafloaiBcml  tbe  laoat  Clear  and  eapWeit  aieeitfoa 

and  vindicntion  of  our  Rights  and  Libfrtle?  ti  be  rtitprr-1  .in 
tbe  Public  Rccordr  that  tbe  world  may  know  in  iLu  present  and 
■U  ftatute  Gencrationr,  that  we  bavo  a  niear  knowledjce  and  a 
jaitaeoeaof  tboae  BigbUaad  Libertieeaad  that  witb  •abniuioo 
to  diviBO  Provideoee^  we  aarar  caa  ba  ■lavci.'' 

Aecordingly,  tfaeee  inatractiona  ire  apread  upon 
tbe  Braintreo  teeorda.   Aa  they  have  been  reprinted 

it  is  unne<  i;!anry  to  repeat  them  here,  thoueh  the 
form  in  whicli  tluy  appear  in  the  works  of  John 
Adams '  is  quite  inaccurate  when  compared  with  the 
er^ioal. 

It  was  eertainlj  a  Tigoroin,  atirring  pioduotion, 

well  calculated  to  attract  the  public  eye.  There  was 
in  it  an  easy  reference  to  the  pririfiples  of  KtiL'li^h 
coastitational  law  which  showed  that  the  man  who 
wrote  it  was  master  of  hia  enhjeet.    He  appealed  to 

I  Jobn  Adaau'  Workf,  vol.  lii.  pp.  4C&-t^. 


:  Magna  Charta,  laying  down  tbe  principle  as  "  prraod 
and  ftmdameotaV  that "  no  freeman  should  be  aah> 

ji'ct  to  any  tax  to  which  he  has  not  irivon  In's  nwn 
coiistent  in  person  or  by  proxy."  The  court«  of  admi' 
ralty  were  then  arraigned : 

'    "  In  tbeee  eonrts  e«e  Judge  preeidce  alone !  No  juriea  ba*e 

any  concern  there  I  .  .  .  What  JnMi 'o  nti'l  Tinpartiulity  are  wo 
nt  Three  thoutand  toile*  diftasce  from  the  fouutaiu  to  expect 
from  uiefa  •  Judge  of  Adalraltj.  We  all  aleog  Ibeogbt  tbe 
Aota  of  Tiade  ia  tbli  Rospeeti  a  grievaBoe.  But  tbe  Sump 
Aet  bai  erected  a  vaet  nninber  of  eoureee  of  New  eriuie«  whieb 
may  t>e  committed  by  any  man  and  cannot  bot  be  committed 
b/nnltitadeaandFrodigioaaPenaliiefall  aonexedandalitbcie  * 
to  be  tryed  by  (oeb  a  Jndie  of  fuob  a  Court.   What  can  bo 

wiiiitin^  nftiT  tlii.^  lull  ;i  wi':ik  'ir  ni  'ki'ii  inuti  {<>'  .\  Jiiili;!'  t'l 
J  render  u«  tbe  moat  sordid  and  forlorn  of  uliirtu?'  NVc  mean  tbe 
I  ilaTee  of  a  slave  of  the  a«rvani|a  of  a  MiaUter  eC  State." 

Tbe  antborahip  of  thia  paper  broaght  the  yonng 

Braiotree  lawyer   into   great  popular  prominence. 
I  Accordinjriy,  it  was  tipon  the  18t!i  nf  tlip  followitic: 
I  December  that  the  town  of  Boston  retained  itim  to 
I  appear  with  Ortdley  and  Otia  before  the  OoTemor 
!  and  Council  io  support  of  the  memorial  praying  that 
the  Courtis  of  law  might  be  opened.    It  was  a  week 
later,  on  Chri«tma<<  day.  that  hp  and  his  wife  "  drank 
tea  at  Orandfather  Quincy's"  at  Mount  WoUaston, 
I  and  fimnd  tbe  "  old  gentleman  inqniaitive  abont  the 
I  hearing."    A  few  days  after,  referring  to  thcdangera 
of  the  times,  he  wrote  in  hi.s  diary.   '  Li-t  tho  towns 
and  the  representatives  renounce  every  stamp  man 
^  and  every  trimmer  next  May !"    He  probably  felt 
I  some  aosiety  at  the  time  in  regard  to  the  aetioa  of 
'  Braiotree.   The  North  Preoinot,  he  afterwards  de> 

clnrrd  in  a  Iptt*^  whirh  h!i!«  hfen  prinft«d.  wn«  !»t  that 
time  "  a  very  locus  of  Kpiscopal  bigotry,  intrigue, 
intolerance,  and  persecution."  The  ehnrob  infltteDoe 
there  was  eertainly  very  greats  and  one  of  ita  promi* 
nent  members  was  on  the  board  of  selectmen.  So 
infonff  waf>  tho  popular  feelin</.  that  |v»!itirs  had  now 
fairly  taken  possession  of  the  pulpit.  Fur  instaoue, 
I  the  Rev.  Ebeneier  Gay,  of  Hingham,  had  preaohed 
I  a  niank«|(^viog  aermon  in  whteh  be  inenleated  die- 
timely  submission  to  authority  and  a  recourse  to 
prnycT^^  and  tonr*  not  clubs  "  This  discourse 
greatly  disturbed  the  Ilingbam  (K>uplc,  who  got  so 
far  aa  to  believe  thai  their  worthy  pastor  bad  the 
stampa  in  bia  booae,  and  they  even  threatened  to  go 
and  search  it  fir  tln  rn.  Thi«  feeling  was  not  allayed 
whrn,  ihc  next  .Saibath,  Parson  Smith,  of  Wey- 
mouth, preached  a  sermoo  in  the  Uingham  pulpit  in 
whieb  be  reoommended  obedienee  to  gpod  rules  and 
a  spirited  oppasition  to  bad  ones,  intenpeited  witb  a 
good  deal  of  animated  declamation  upon  liberty  and 
the  times.  A  month  later  Parson  \Vyl>iri1  .ilartncd 
bis  parishioners  by  announcing  the  Coliowiug  as  the 
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text  of  hii  discuune :    '*  Hear,  O  heuvena,  and  give 
ear,  ()  tnirth !    I  huvf  nourished  and  brought  up 
cbiidreo,  uud  they  hA?e  rebelled  agaiasl  me."    John  | 
Adams  goes  ou  : 

"  T  b«gMi  to  tntpcvt  a  Torj  pmiBon  oa  tho  tinea  from  tbii 

teit,  but  the  preaolK-r  oonfincJ  tiim-i  lf  t  i  ^(  iritniiU.    I5ut.  I 
expect,  if  tb«  Utrita  obtiuid  b«ouinc  the  ^truu^e«t,  w«  shall  h«ar 
nuDj  MiiBOBC  agalBM  lb*  iBgratitadt,  iiijiuti«ev  di«t»7Blty,  ' 
trc;i«  .11.  ri't.ftliun.  impiety,  anil  ill  policy  of  rcji'using  obcUiftUi'o 
lo  tlie  iumji  Act.    Tbo  oburi'h  olergy,  to  bo  sure,  will  be  verj  ^ 
eloquent.    The  cbmb  pMplv,  are,  many  of  tbeiu,  favor<T«  of  | 
tb«  Sump  Aot  at  pnunt.   Jll<Oor  Miller,  forsooth,  i<-  v«ry  fear- 
ful tbat  tbejr  will  b«  rtomark/uf  at  boiuv  ( Engl»D<l),  and  angry 
find  ruovDtful.    Mr.  Vciuvy  insistx  upon  it  tlint  wo  ought  to 
pijT  oar  proponioo  of  tba  pablie  bnrdtns.    Mr.  Cleverljr  ii 
fully  wnviaeeil  thai  tbay,  tbat  !•  tbe  Parliammt,  har«  a  rif bt  • 
t  .        u-  ,  til  ttiiiiU-  it  i*  vitouj^  to       on  with  business;  we 
hnd  better  stop  and  wail  till  isprtog,  till  We  beatr  from  home.  ' 
.  .  .  Btlar  b  anotbar  of  tha  polaonaua  talkara,  but  not  I 
equally  iio.    Cleverly  nnd  Veii.<ey  are  »laTt»  in  principle;  they  . 
are  devout,  reiij{ious  tiaves,  and  »  rvlij{iou«  bigot  i«  the  worst  , 
of  miB." 

Blijor  Miller  was  then  one  of  the  board  of  adoot- 

uien.    lie  imJ  all  tln'  nilii  rs  mcntiinii-il  were  pronii- 
netit  Lharctiiiicij,  and  thoir  iiatnrs  will  pteReutly  be 
found  as  those  of  political  '  suttpects    in  the  town  [ 
feoovdi. 

As  the  <!ay  iu  March  approiohed  when  town  officers 
were  to  he  elociod,  Braintree  was  silive  with  excite- 
ment and  intrigue.    The  church  party  was  auxious 
Dot  tu  lo:»c  the  degree  of  iuflueoce  it  still  hud,  aud  its 
membm  Mwordiogly  profoned  to  have  seen  new  light.  \ 
Mr.  CK  verl),  for  instance,  was  not  so  clear  as  he  had 
bet'ii  tliaL  I'arliaiiii'nt  liud  a  ricrlit  to  tax  tin;  filuniea; 
indeed,  be  was  incliued  tu  think  it  had  not.  For 
•deetmen  he  proposed  «  oonibioatbo  ticket, — Col.  ' 
Jonnh  Qaiooj  nod  Major  Kbenewr  Miller,  the  ' 
former  being  a  standi  patriot.    At  lust  the  day  for 
the  town-mwting  came,  and  John  .\ii.iiii-t,  wlio  loti^ 
at'ierwards  .-^poke  of  it  aa  "  the  first  popular  struggle 
of  the  Berdntion  in  the  town  of  BmintroBf"  tkni  at  • 
the  moment  deeoribed  what  took  place :  i 

'*My  brotbwr  P«l«r,  Mr.  Kttcr.  and  Mr.  FMi,  barlac  a  I 
nambiT  of  votes  prepared  for  Mr.  Qaiaoy  and  me,  Mt  tbom-  - 
selves  tu  «««tt«r  then.   Tbe  town  had  been  very  gilent  and  atill,  I 
my  nauif  had  never  been  luentiorie'l,  uor  ha<l  our  frirtid,«  ever 
talked  of  any  new  selectmen  at  all,  excepting  in  tbe  :$oulh  Pre-  | 
etnet  t  bnt  as  aooB  a*  tbey  fonnd  there  was  an  attempt  t«  be  ' 
111  uiii  (bey  fell  in  aud  <i»si.>le<l.  and  although  there  »i-ri  -iv  ilif 
forant  hats  wiUi  rules  fur  as  loany  UiiFerettt  pernoui,  besides  a 
eenslderable  annber  of  seatlertng  volea.  I  bad  lb*  m^or  vote  I 

of  the  ifactnbly  Iho  firjl  tiiiii'.     >t  r  fjiniey  had  more  than  on'- 
hundred  aud  sixty  rotes.     I   li^d  liut  one  vote  luoro  thau 
balf.   •  1  .  Bilor  aad  uiy  brother  took  a  skillful  method.  .  .  . 
Many  petflOBii,  I  bear,  aeted  slyly  aad  deoeiifully  ;  this  isalwaya  ' 
tbe  ease.  .  .  .  Mr.  Jo.  Bam  wae  oxtnmiely  «orry  for  tbe  loss  f 
of  Miijor  Miller:  he  would  never  eonie  to  another  meeting. 

Mr.  Jo.  Cleverly  ooold  not  aoeoont  for  many  things  done  at  > 
towB>Baatlaga>^  > 


This  was  the  meeting  at  which  the  popular  parly 
achieved  only  a  partial  vii  tijry,  nwiii_'  to  the  fact  that 
•'the  north  end  people,''  alter  voting  lor  "Cornet 
Buss"  once,  ''withdrew  for  refrcshmeat,"  and  during 
their  abeenoe  in  the  bar  of  Ebenoer  Thajer's  tavern, 
ju.st  across  the  road,  another  vote  was  taken  aod  their 
candidate  ilef-'atrd  A  fn-tnl'^lit  lator.  nn  the  l^thof 
Marcii,  the  newly  choiieo  selectman  met  Major  Miller, 
who,  though  a  Tory  then  aod  afterwards,  wati  a  worthj 
man  and  uaefiil  member  of  hii  ehnrob  and  town.  The 
suooeeafnl  eandidate  gave  this  aooonnt  of  the  Enter* 
view: 

"  Went  to  Weymouth ;  ...  on  my  return  irloppcd  it 
Mr.  .T'>.  Biusn?  for  the  p«per:i.  [Thi.'  wa"  the  tavern  at  t'ae 
LH-ntre  of  the  North  I'recinet.]  Major  Miller  «oon  aflerwar-i* 
came  in,  and  he  and  1  looked  on  euch  other  without  wisiher 
shame  or  guilt,  at  teatt  without  auy  great  degree  of  ottber, 
thoujrli  1  ttiii-'t  iiwii  I  i,i,t  ti  .'l  i  'tiy  :i-  I  ii-i  "l  to  in  bil 
eootpaoy.and  I  am  «ure  by  bi:«  fitoe  and  eyes  that  be  did  not  in 
mloe.  Vo  wera  reiy  loetal,  «ta." 

Six  weeks  later  Mr.  Adams  wrote : 

"May  4.  Sunday.  Rutuming  from  meeting  this  morning, 
I  saw  for  the  fir!<t  time  a  likely  youn;;  butlonwood  tree,  lately 
planted  on  tbe  triangle  made  by  the  three  roads,  by  tbe  bonis 
of  Mr.  James  Braehet.  Tbe  tree  It  welt  set,  well  gaanled,  aod 
has  on  it  an  in-i  rii  t;'  !!,  '  Th.-  Tri  <-  ■■f  Liliert  v.  m  l  cnned  ii 
be  who  euts  this  tree  !'...!  never  heard  a  hint  of  it  Uil 
I  saw  it)  bat  I  bear  tbat  eooie  perMa*  fmoibK  Mtd  tbrantea  <• 
girdle  It."  1 

On  the  16th  of  May,  170G,  news  of  the  reped  of 
the  Stamp  Act  reached  Boston  and  w.i*.  thi-  e  n!<*' 
general  rejoicing.  For  some  reason  thv  eveui  W4a 
not  noticed  in  Braintreet  whioh  John  Adams  piO' 
nooneed  *'  insensible  to  the  oommon  joy,"  dedarisg 
that  a  duller  day  he  did  not  remember  to  have  pnmwl 
Yet  ther?  wa-*  ;i  town-meeting  held,  and  EbenPi«r 
Thayer  was  chosen  representative.  Two  more  town- 
lucetings  were  hdd  that  year,  at  each  of  whioh  the 
question  of  granting  oompensstion  from  the  trensuiy 
of  the  province  to  the  sufferers  by  the  August  riots 
of  17fi.i  in  Bostou  came  up  for  discussiou.  Like 
many  other  towns,  Weymouth  for  instance,  Braintree 
at  first  instmeted  its  rqpresentative  to  Tote  against 
the  proposed  indemnity.  The iBhnbilanis desired  **  st 
all  times  to  bear  their  testimony  Hirniti.'^t  ^iicb  unlaw- 
ful and  ahiisivr  practices,  but  as  they  were  in  no  wise 
accessory  t*t  the  mischief  committed  they  did  not 
judge  tbat  they  conld  bo  justly  charged  with  ths 
ilainagcs."  At  snothOT  mostiog,  held  in  December, 
Mr.  Tbajer  was  tnstmcted  to  YOte  for  iademnity.  The 


1  Apparently  this  tree  was  ptaated  !a  a  Taoant  gr»u-pl«i 
which  then  stood  where  the  roada  united  diagonally  oppotile  to 
where  tbe  Episoopat  Cbarab  now  is.  Or.  Fatten  (p.  sayi 
tbat  It  diad  a  aatand  death  eight  yian  Mar. 
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reoord  of  Hob  maetiog  would  alio  aeein  to  indicate  I 

tbat  tlm  new  method  of  repairiDg  the  waja  by  tax  had 
not  yet  worked  a  full  measure  of  roform  ;  for  the 
towp  petitioned  to  be  relieved  from  a  fine  of  teo 
poaods  impoMd  upon  it  bj  the  Saperior  C9oini  **  for 
liotkeepil^  their  roads  in  repair." 

In  the  folIijwrii;»  March,  Norton  Quincy  and  John  ; 
Adams  wi-n-  :i;z:iiu  elt  cted  wlfctraen,  and  Major  Miller 
appears  at  the  head  uf  tlie  feuce-viewera  and  surveyorR 
of  bighiniji ;  but  the  next  yetr  Jobo  Ad«in>,  who  | 
waa  then  in  active  law  practice  in  Boston,  asked  to 
be  exctisetl  from  furtli^T  sltv'kv.  Not  ruily  Jid  the 
town  excuse  liim,  but  it  pa^jtMsd  a  formal  vote  thank- 
ing him  "  for  hb  services  as  selectmaD  for  two 
jeen  past."  There  ie  no  other  eeee  of  meh  •  vote 


cf  tliarik*,  Mid  the  occasion  for  it  dooi  not  appear.  I 
Mr.  Adams  may  have  declined  to  n-coive  pay  for  his 
services,  but  if  he  did,  the  fact  was  not  stated,  i 
Tboogh  fiwt  rwtng  into  profeerional  eninenee,  he  wu  | 
at  the  time  a  man  of  only  thirty,  and  there  aeeme  no  ' 
reason  why  a  town  which  for  generatlooa  bad  aeen  | 
colori>:»!s  and  jndtfes  and  cnunsflors  servinir  it  as 
selectmen  fihouid  have  been  especially  grateful  to  the 
•00  of  Deacon  Adams  beoanae  he  filled  for  a  brief  I 
period  the  oSoe  to  whteh  hie  fhther  had  hem  thirteen  ' 
times  elected.    It  w  n!'  !  smem  probable,  therefore, 
that,  for  rpa^ons  wlu<h  do  not  now  appenr,  his  .ser- 
vices were  known  to  have  been  of  peculiar  value. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aet  there  Was  a  lull  j 
in  the  agitalini.   Yet  the  tninbled  waters  did  not  i 
grow  wholly  calm  before,  in  1767,  Parliament  pa.s«cd 
the  Import  Act.     The  popular  Hiarm   over   that  i 
measure  in  next  reflected  in  the  record  uf  towu-mect- 
inga.  The  wamnt,  for  instanoe,  for  tbat  in  Bmintrae  at  ] 
wlueb  John  Adams  declined  re^eeUon  as  aelcciman,  I 
contained  an  article  for  the  town  to  ap;rco  npnn  "  Fsnmr 
effectual  Method  to  promnre  Kconnruv.  Iinlu-^try,  luul 
Manafactures,  thereby  lu  prevent  tlic  uttnecei»t»ry  im- 
portation of  Bnropean  eommoditics,  which  thmten  < 
the  eoontiy  with  poverty  and  Rnin."   This  article  of 
the  warrant  was  referred  to  a  committee  which  reported 
at  once  that,  in  view  of  the  decay  uf  trade,  the  scarcity 
of  money,  and  the  heavy  public  debt,  the  town  should  ^ 
nae  ita  ntmoat  eodeavon  towards  tlie  aoppreaaioo  of 
estrstaganee,  idleness  and  viee,  and  to  promote  indns* 
try,  economy  and  jzood  morals. 

"  And  in  order  to  prcrent  tlie  uDD<«e««»r>  cxportatiun  of 
iMiMjr,  of  wUeh  11^  PrwtBN  baa  vt  !»(•  bean  so  wiusb 
drMDwl,  it  U  further  voted,  thst  tl]i«  Town  will,  by  all  prudent 
msAns,  diiK!<>atiuae  the  UM  of  fureigu  Ba|H:rOuities,  and  euuuur-  j 
■ge  tiic  MaattbM«rM  ef  this  Provluay  and  parttonlarlj  of  tbte  j 

Town  " 

This  WU3  iu  March,  1768,  and  a  few  months  hiter  i 
the  rumor  crept  abroad  tbat  regiments  of  BdtUi  aol-  ' 


diera  were  to  be  brought  fnm  Halifax  and  Ireland  to 

overawe  the  Mas^achnscttJi  Colony.  Boston  again 
took  the  lead  in  nifiiation,  and  a  f<»rtnal  roromittpp  from 
its  towD-moeting  waited  on  Governor  Barnard,  asking, 
in  view  of  the  velUauthentleated  ehaiacter  of  the 
rumor,  that  the  General  Conrt  should  he  called  to- 
gether. It  was  not  supposed  that  this  request  would 
he  fonipliod  with  ;  but  the  roftisal  to  comply  with  it 
gave  the  popular  leaders  a  pretext  for  taking  the  next 
step  to  which  they  now  aaw  thmr  way.  The  town  of 
Boston  by  eircnlar  letters  invited  all  the  other  towns 
to  i  hoo?f»  delpgntp^  to  a  convention.  As  HutchinHon 
said,  I  his  act  '*  had  a  greater  tendency  towards  a  revo- 
lution in  government  than  any  preceding  measure  in 
any  of  the  colonies.   The  inhabitants  of  one  town 

alone  tOOlt  Upon  them  to  (■onvcnc  an  assembly  fton 
all  the  tuwn«,  that,  in  everything  but  in  nami*.  would 
be  a  house  of  representatives."  This  was  the  exact 
state  of  the  case.  The  app«il  was  direct  to  the  New 
Bngland  town  ayalem.  In  that  system,  acting  through 
town-meetings  called  in  a  perfectly  legal  way,  the 
pnjiular  leader-"  saw  the  materia!  for  perfect  political 
organization.  The  units  being  of  one  mind,  the  way 
was  open  to  a  reorganisation  of  the  whole.  The  alow 
growth  of  a  hundred  and  thirty  yean  was  now  to 
produce  its  results.  Without  having  reoonise  to  any 
suddenly  improvi«ed  political  inaehinery,  with  no  noise 
or  contusion,  but  acting  quietly  through  their  aooos- 
tomed  local  oiganisations,  the  people  of  Hasssehu' 
setts  were  in  the  mostnstnnl  manner  conenMile 
about  to  take  the  management  of  their  afialra  into 
their  own*hand«. 

In  this  work  Braintree  only  did  its  share.  John 
Adams  had  removed  to  Boston,  and  was  now  busy 
with  his  law  books.  Yet  both  this  year  and  the 
year  after  he  drew  up  the  Boston  instruction.s  to  its 
rcprcjsentafives.  When  the  Braintree  town-meeting 
was  ift'ld,  un  the  2Glh  of  September,  Col.  Josiab 
Quincy  and  Bbeneaer  Thayer  were  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  tuwn  in  the  proposed  eonyentioD.  A  letter 
of  instructions  to  them  was  at  the  ?nnic  niceiiiiL:  rcaii 
and  approved  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  rec- 
ords, two  pages  of  which-  are  covered  by  it. 

These  instructions— snd  during  this  period  many 
of  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  towns 
— are  no  lonirer  interesting  reading.  They  relate 
to  issues  long  since  decided,  and  set  forth  priooi- 
pies  which  few  now  ears  to  dispute  ;  but  historicslly, 
thqr  sre  of  the  utmoet  value.  Generally  well  written, 
though  in  the  somewhat  turgid  style  of  the  day,  thofy 
almost  always  show  a  clear  idea  both  of  what  was 
wanted  and  of  the  means  through  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  get  it.  That  such  papers  should  have  ema>- 


uiLjiiizuU  Dy  Google 


334 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


nated  at  once  from  so  many  tnwos  in  the  province 
gliuws  iijoro  elfarlv  tliaii  aiiyihiug  else  the  ircnerally 
high  oUiiUaril  uf  puiiticni  thought  which  iheu  pre- 
vdled.   Nor  ir«re  thew  {Mipen  the  work  of  «  fev  | 
leaden  io  adTtne^  of  the  ()eople.    Tiie  whole  popular  ■ 
column  was  moving  tpjrptli<  r.    The  iiistnicduiis,  pre- 
paml  by  coiumittees,  were  read  and  underst^wjd  in 
towD-meetiog.    Those  uf  Weymouth  were  cast  io  the  ' 
Mme  monld  as  thoee  of  Braintree.   It  was  one  v<Hoe, 
and  it  Liiiitt<>d  no  iroeertaib  sountl.    It  was  the  voice 
of  on  iotcllii^cnf  people  moving  by  an  accustomed 
patli  towards  a  giveo  end  which  they  distinctly  saw. 
Hence  there  was  nothing  strange,  irregular,  or  mob- 
Kke  in  their  aelbn.  Even  whoo  engaged  in  a  revo-  f 
hiti<  II  tliey  elaborately  argued  every  meamre,  and 
tooic  each  new  step  in  careful  eonformitj  with  law 
and  preoedent.  ' 

Between  Sqitember,  17G5,  and  September,  1776,  j 
there  are  eeven  of  tbeae  atnte  pnpers,  as  they  may  | 
properly  he  called,  entered  at  length  oa  the  Breintree 
records,  fillin;;  elLrlitvon  i  lo<!c!y  written  folio  pai^ew. 
First  are  the  town  instructions  to  its  representative 
in  relatioD  to  the  Stamp  Aet ;  lait  ie  the  Deelatatiott  > 
of  Indepeodenee.   Between  these  oome  the  inatme-  | 
tions  to  Col.  Quincy  and  Ebenezer  Thayer,  delegates  ) 
to  the  Uostou  convention  of  Septembe  r,  ITfi?*;  the 
resolutions  of  March  1,  1773,  in  roepuui^c  to  the  cir- 
enlar  report  of  the  oommittee  of  oorrcspoadenee  of  ^ 
the  Boston  town-neetibg  of  Oct.  28, 1772;  the  re- 
port and  resolves  on  taxation  without  reprcfcntation 
of  March  11,  1771;  the  brief  instructions  of  Jan. 
23,  1775,  to  Deacou  Joseph  Palmer,  town  delegate  | 
to  the  Prorinetal  Congrcei  hdd  at  Cambridge ;  and,  - 
Hafoh  18th,  the  full  ooTenent  for  uon-imporiation,  j 
nnn-consumption,  and  non  export atioa  then  IBOOm-  ' 
mendi'J  by  the  Continental  Congress.  ' 

Of  these  several  papers,  the  resolves  of  March  1, 
1973,  are  the  most  notioeahle.  They  appear  to  have 
been  drawn  by  Qeo.  Mtd  Denoon  Palmer,  an  active  } 
freeman  of  t!ie  town,  who  then  and  for  several  years 
after  was  prominent  in  the  North  Precinct.  Though 
bora  io  England,  and  emigrating  at  thirty  yean  of 
age,  Geo.  i^dmer  was  an  ardent  patriot,  and  in 
1774  represented  Braintrc*'  in  the  Provincial  Con- 
ijress.  li'-  was  at  the  head  of  the  committee  to 
which  (he  Boston  report  was  referred.  Hutchinson 
says  that  the  responsea  of  **  some  of  the  towns  were  | 
very  high  and  inHammatory.**  Perhaps  he  so  dsssed 
those  of  Braiotree.  Though  they  began  in  a  meas- 
urefl  way.  they  were  certainly  explicit,  and  clearly  re- 
vealed the  advance  of  public  opinioo.  From  them  to 
a  declaration  of  politieal  independenee  wsa  bat  one 
stq>,  tod  not  a  long  one.  Yet  these  resolves  wete  ^ 


passed  more  than  two  years  before  the  Ggbt  at  Con- 
cord bridge.    They  were  io  these  words : 
"We,  your  Committee,  Ac,  report,— 

"  lit.  That  we  apprehend  the  »tiite  of  the  ri^'Kt-  .tf  the  col  i 
DilU,  ADd  of  tbii  Province  io  porlioolor,  togotber  with  x  Un  «t 
tlie  iafHngoments  ond  violsttmM  of  tboM  rigbtv,  m  itatod  In  tit* 

P.iinphlel*  comtnilti  il  ti>  us.  «r<'  in  f^<Tt<'tr\\  fairly  rf pre»«ntf<1, 
and  thatthv  totrti  of  liutiun  be  herebjr  thaoked  lor  Ihit  iuFtacrc 
of  their  «xtrMrd{n»rj  >  arc  of  the  pnUio  wrtfam. 

"  2d.  Thnt  all  taxatioD*,  by  what  name  (never  rntled,  in- 
puned  upon  nl  witbont  our  consent  by  any  rarthty  power,  »»» 
iini-ourtitutiuiiat,  (ipprvD^ive,  and  tend  to  en«lnro  u«. 

"  3«l.  Tbata*  our  Father*  left  tbeir  nnti  v«  Conntr;  and  Fneodi 
Id  order  that  tbey  and  Iheir  PMierity  mi^ht  enjoy  that  riril  aad 

roligiuu>  I . : ill  rl  \  hi  t  !■  « lii rh  ll  cy  •■  iii li.i  ii nl  •  ii  y  t liere,  wc,  ihrir 
detoendautis,  are  di-lcrinined  by  the  grace  of  (rod  that  oar  eon. 
■eiaiiM*  ahall  not  aeeuae  ne  with  having  Mtod  nawvitby  ia«h 

jiion*  an  1  •,  pnTnblr  H<toi»».  nnd  th:H  wo  »  itl.  hy  l.»«ifjl 
wayii  iind  lutsanH,  preserve  at  all  ewiU;  :iU  uur  4:ivil  j,ai  rrl,!- 
iouK  ri;;hl«  and  pririledt^ca, 

"  4th.  That  bj  tha  divim  contitntion  «f  thing*  thora  U  nek 
n  eiinnoetloa  between  elvil  and  religiona  Liberty,  that  in  wfait- 
ever  nation  or  government  the  one  ia  crushed  the  other  «el<io[D 
or  ever  tarr  ivea  long  after.  Of  tbia  Uietoiy  faraiahea  abuodaat 
evideneo. 

"  :,V:i.  TK  it  iM  CUil  officers  are,  or  ..u/Vit  t.i  Portanis  i< 
the  people,  and  dependent  upon  them  for  their  uIEciaI  tupjwrt; 
and  overy  {Balance  to  the  contrary,  frotn  the  Oorenrar  dan- 
wafl.  tends  to  uruvb  und  denlroy  civil  liberty. 

"6tb.  That  wc  bear  true  loyally  to  our  Lawful  king,  Owfl 
the  3d,  nnd  unfeigne<i  affection  to  our  Brethrea  in  H  rent  Britu.a 
and  Irelaad,  and  to  ail  our  Sitter  Ooloaioa,  aad  h>  lung  u  «w 
mother  ortttBtry  proteeta  na  in  our  Charter  rtfhta  and  pr^viltg«v 

•o  long  w  ill  by  iruim.'  :i'-^i?t^iii.'><,  r\erl  .mi  u t iin .« t  to  pp  - 
mota  the  welfare  of  the  whole  Britifh  Empire,  which  we  eara- 
eally  piay  mar  floarish  aBlatamipUdly  ia  tha  pathe  of  ligbt' 
eou»neii!r  t'l'A  (liiu:  -liiitl  be  nu  moro. 

"7th.  ibat,  Mr.  iUiiytt,  Mur  Ke|ircsttit;itiri-.  b«>  dirccted.ani 
he  hereby  i I!  directed,  to  me  utmost  en  J'  uvurf  ih  i;  a  Puyrf 
Paatiaftund  Prayer  bo  appelated  tbroogiu>Ht  the  Prvriaoa  fm 
hambliag  ourMlvea  before  Qod  ia  this  day  of  darkaeai^  aal 
implariogdiriDa direct iu II  -.iu  l  aMi»tADce." 

Events  now  moved  rapidly  Ou  tht-  ISih  i  f  De- 
cember of  this  year  (1773)  the  tea  was  thrown  iDt*> 
Boston  Harbor,  Deacon  Palmer's  sou  from  Bniiotret 
aiding  in  the  work.  On  the  1st  of  the  following 
June,  Governor  Hutchinson  sailed  away  from  Bostoa 
Into  hi.s  ]if>:--limi^  exile,  and  the  same  day  the  Port 
Bill  wciii  into  effict.  Hiiring  June  also  the  (ienenl 
Court  appointed  live  delegates  to  rcpreeeot  the  piov- 
inee  in  the  flrat  Continental  Oong;ress;  nnd  Angut 
10th,  John  Adams  set  off  with  his  colleagues  for 
Philadelphia,  ha  vine;  previously  moved  his  wife  and 
family  back  to  Braintreo  from  their  home  io  Qoees 
Street,  Boston.  On  the  22d  of  August  Bisinlme 
appointed  Deaeon  Fabler,  Ccl  Thayer,  and  Oqit. 
Penniman  its  delsgstes  to  the  oolinty  ooa?eatioo, 
likewi.«e  it.«i  cotnmittcf  "T  <'orre,^pondence  ;  a  Urp>r 
body  of  six,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Norton  Qoiscf, 
was  likewise  iostnioted  to  not  ns  a  aott  of  ooawttM 
of  pnhlio  saftitj. 
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For  tilis  latter  mminittee  thera  wis  tlm  mppOWd  I  Cbunh  PATMD  tlwught  they  nrcre  oonnntt  afler  bioi,  and  mn  up 


to  be  special  need  in  Bntintree.  The  town  powder 
was  stored  Id  a  small  biiildint;  on  tlie  common  in  the 
North  Preoioct,  aud  some  anxiety  was  felt  as  to  iiii 
eaftiy.  Owing  to  the  prewnce  of  the  Cbureh  of  £ug- 
iand  people,  the  North  Prednet  wei  looked  upon  as 
a  Tory  hot-bed.  Part}'  feeling  there  certainly  ran 
hifjh.  "  and  very  hard  words  and  threats  of  blows 
upon  both  ttidtis  were  given  out."  lu  the  course  of  the 


gantti  thay  aaothar  Jumpad  oat  of  his  window  and  hid 
among  tha  aom,  wbilat  *  tKM  erapi  nadar  a  hoard  faaea  mni 
told  by  1 


The  powder  wee  removed  on  Snnday^  September 

4th,  and  the  alarm  caused  ainon^  the  church  people 
by  such  proceeding  wm<<  naturally  irreat.  ThfirBytu- 
patbizeni  were  almost  wholly  confined  to  Boston,  and 
ecoordiogty  exiggereted  mmott  eoon  bejtnn  to  get 


month  or  September,  Geo.  Gege  eenttwo  eompenieeof  ^  *°         Mr.  Window 


aoldien  over  to  Cherleetowo,  end  eeenred  eome  emmn- 

nitioD  stored  there.  This  led  to  a  turaaltoous  ^ath- 
erinir  n»-.Ttday  at  C.niul>ri«J<:t .  and  the  excitement  Foon 
spread  through  the  ncigliboriag  towns.  Mrs.  John 
Adanu  then  tdla  the  story  of  what  ooourred  in  Bnin^ 
tree : 

"Tbo  MfHMft  took  baro  oa  Friday,  and  oa  Swnday  »  aoldier 

wss  'cc-n  lurking  about  the  Couitiion,  supposed  to  be  •  »py,  but 
uioit  Ukelv  iit:!>vrtor.  lluwevvr,  tuUjlltgeiK-e  of  it  wm  coiii- 
aranicated  to  the  other  |;iarii!hc!>, and  about  eight  o'clock  Suudny 
araeiag  tbaro  paated  by  b«ro  aboot  two  huadrod  mon,  pr«(P«d«d 
by  a  boraa*«art,  and  marebod  down  to  tha  powdor-houM,  fron 
whence  they  t'«i)k  tlie  jiowder.  and  .  vrriol  it  into  the  other 
parwb,  aad  tber«  lecreted  iu  1  opened  the  window  npon  thoir 
rolon.  Tboy  |iaaiod  witboat  any  aotao^  not  a  word  among 
them  until  tlicy  >':iTne  agaiutt  tki«  hntt<r>,  when  »omc  of  them, 
perceiring  me,  a«kvd  me  if  I  wanted  inuy  powder.  I  replied, 
*  NOf  nnoo  it  it  in  nob  good  band*.'  Tlie  rea«on  ibey  gave  for 
taking  it  waa  tbat  we  bad  to  many  Turi«i  here  they  dared  not 
tratt  ni  witb  it;  they  hnd  tnken  Vinton  '  in  their  train,  end 
ntMjo  their  return  they  »loppv<l  between  C'leverly'i  and  Etter'a 
and  oallod  npoa  bim  to  deliver  two  warraala.  Upon  bit 
prodoeinif  them,  tbey  pat  It  to  veto  whetbor  tlwy  iboald  barn 
iht  tii.  t  it  jtii'^.^i'il  ill  till' airirniiitive.  Tbey  then  mode  a  circle 
and  burnt  tbew.  Tbey  thoa  called  a  vuie  whether  they  aliottld 
kana,  bat,  it  being  Snnday  otroning.  It  pawed  In  tb*  nagati?«. 
They  called  upon  Vinton  to  s«(«rtT  that  hf  would  npvpr  be  in- 
Hnimentnl  in  carry  log  mU)  cxvculiuu  auy  uf  ttiexe  new  ncti. 
Tbey  were  not  natiafted  with  his  answer* ;  however,  they  let  him 
reet.  A  few  day*  afterward*,  npoo  hi*  making  vome  fooli*h 
tpeeehe*,  tbey  Mfemblodlo  the anovBtof  twoor tbreebnndred, 


and  the  tnetoberti  of  his  society  were  exposed.  Lex- 
ington and  Concord  were  .«till  six  months  iu  the  future, 
and  public  feeling  had  not  yet  reached  the  pitch  of 
intoleraaee  to  whieb  it  subsequently  rose.  These 
rumors  accordingly  scandalized  the  law-abidiog  senti- 
ment of  Braintree,  and  early  in  October  the  matter 
was  Vifought  to  the  notice  of  an  afljonrncd  town- 
tuetting..  The  following  preaiuble  and  vole  were  then 
passed: 

"  WasnnAS.  m  report  baa  be«n  apread  in  tbe  Town  of  Bo* Ion 

and  othpr  plnrc?  ttvnt  n  I'lin^i  lpmbfe  Vumber  of  Pri^plf  in  tbU 
Town  liitd  t'liiered  into  a  cjuibiudliua  to  Dinturb  and  hnrroM  the 
Reverend  Mr.  W)n»low  and  other  members  of  the  ebtmh  of 
England,  a  1>  tter  tn  oblid^  them  to  leave  the  Town.  And 
no  evidence  ii]'i.<j:inn^  lu  »iij'|»urt  the  charge,  Therefore 

"  Voted,  That  naid  report  is  Malicloui,  faUeand  injuriuu*,  and 
oalealatad  (o  defame  Ibi*  Town,  and  tbat  wo  proteat  ngainet  all 
•aob  eomblnatloBi  a*  being  mbverciTo  of  good  Qovanimaat. 

We  bf'iii;;  ^i^  rcii'lv  In  niton  tliiU  ri>;ht  Of  privato  JndgBOnt  tO 
Others  which  we  claim  for  ourselves, 

*'Votod,  Tbo  relation  Mr.  Polar  Btter  made  raapaotiag  Ua 
eondu  "  t-  "  tisfaotory  to  Ibo  Tnwn.** 

Peter  Etter  was  a  Gerninn  by  pxtniction.  and  one 
of  the  company  that  undertook  the  development  of 
glass-works  iu  Bmiutrcc  in  1752.  He  coutiuued  to 
be  an  inhabitant  of  tbe  town  after  that  enterprise 
failed,  and  took  an  active  part  in  pnblio  affaire. 
Tliuiiu'Ii  tippnrrntly  a  churchman,  he  ^eetns  to  have 
beeu  on  excellent  social  and  political  terms  with  John 


and  twori'  veiiL'>^'iini.'e  upon  him  unless  he  took  a  iMiilemn  oath.  ,  •  . 

Aeoordingly.  tbey  ehoee  a  committee  and  ..nt  it  with  him  to  ,  ^dains,  who  need.  With  h»  Wife,  tO  take  Ma  With  bim  ; 
M^lor  Mitler'a  to  ooo  tbat  booompliod;  and  tboy  waited  bU  ,  md  apparently  il  waa  well  known  in  tbe  town  that  OQ 


return,  wlii^'h,  pri>\iii^  -iiii-nn-torv,  tljov  .:ii.-[.<:r,«("i.  TLi-  i"wn 
appears  as  bigh  an  you  can  well  imagine,  and,  it  nceesanry, 
wolild  aoon  be  in  anna.  Not  •  Tbry  bat  btdaa  bit  bond.  Tbe 


>  Tbo  Tinton  here  mentioned  waa  Capt.  John  Vinton,  of 
Braintree  Middle  Preoinct.  He  wa*  tlwn  deputy  sheriff,  and 
at  nwb  iiad  in  his  hands  a  number  of  the  newly-issood  war- 
raala fbr  annmoning  jutice,  in  punnanoo  of  the  aet  of  Parlia- 
ment for  new  modeling  tbe  govommont  of  Maaiaoboaottt. 

TLmigh  an  i)fli<ji:kl  iiink'r  tin-  rMit.,iiiHl  ^'ivei  nim  nt,  .John  Vinton 

was  at  a  later  time  an  earnest  patriot,  and  held  a commi*«ioo  in 
tha  ftaralationwy  afmy.  (Tinton  MonMirlal,  pp.  AT-dl.) 

.Tfjsopli  Clp^crly  .md  Peter  Etter  were  both  members  of  the 
Braittlrci;  Kpiscopal  L-lnirch,and  they  lived  on  the  old  Plymouth 
road,  near  Peon's  Hill,  an. I  were  ncoordingly  neighbors  of  Mrs. 
Adamh  It  baa  altawly  boon  aeon  (awie,  p.  tbat  Sttor  was 
•  waiHB  polltianl  Moid  nf  Jelra  Adams. 


public  issues  he  did  not  8yni|iiithlzc  with  his  rector. 
I'  wrt^  tiot  80  with  all.    Major  Miller  cviileutly  Htood 
^vt'll  with  his  townsmen.    He  had  served  aoocptablj 
in  many  offices,  and  was  on  the  board  of  aeleeto^ea  at 
I  late  as  1772.   But  lie  belonged  to  tbe  ehnrob  and 
,  the  gentry, — the  class  of  the  Apthorps,  Borlnnds, 
I  and  Vussalls, — and  at  the  very  moctitiu  which  pa<»s(*d 
the  votes  just  quoted  all  persons  in  the  town  wlio 
felt  "  aggrieved  by  tbe  eoodnot  of  others  respecting 
our  public  affairs"  were  enjoined  to  go  to  a  eon* 
I  mittee  of  observation,  then  appointed,  who  were  "de- 
sired, if  pnssiblp,  to  rctnnvr'  tho  grounds  of  ttoeaaineea 
1  ^if  realy,  aud  direct  uii  iui|uirie8." 
1    Three  years  pasied  awajr  before  the  peneeation  of 
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the  Tories  in  Braintree  beeune  open  .md  prnnnunccd. 

Meanwhile  thf»_v  were  cnrtatnly  tromci  with  no  little 
forbearance.  Even  alter  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence had  been  read  from  the  North  Precinct 
pulpit  tnd  ootered  in  the  reoorde  of  the  towD,  Hm. 
Adams,  on  the  29th  of  September,  177G,  wrote  to 
her  hu8ban(^ :  '•  The  church  is  openc?(]  horc  every 
Sunday,  and  the  king  prayed  for,  as  usual,  in  open 
defiance  of  Congrees."  In  reply,  he  expressed  his 
rarpriae  et "  jnyen  in  public  for  an  ■bdioeted  kiog,*' 
and  declared  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  heard  avy* 
where  in  the  country  except  New  York  and  Brain 
tree.  "  This  practice,"  bo  added,  "  is  treason  again.st 
the  State,  and  eannoi  he  long  tolerated/'  Ontwardlj, 
and  in  other  reepects,  Mr.  Window  waa  probaUj 
more  discreef,  lut  it  lia.«  aheady  been  observed  that 
he  felt  boiitiil  liy  his  ordioRfion  of>fh  fn  conform 
literally  to  the  ritual,  and  he  did  so  until  at  Ia.«t  the 
loDg-suppres8ed  popular  feeling  foundopen  ezpreaaion. 
In  June,'  1777,  a  townMueeting  was  called  for  the 
purpoHe  of  agreeing  uj>on  a  li^^t  of  those  persons 
dwrllintr  in  Braiutrre  who  were  "  estof>m(»d  inimical" 
to  the  popular  cause.  The  selectmen  presented  the 
following  oamci:  Rev.  Edward  Winslow,  M«j. 
Eheneter  Miller,  John  Cheesman,  Joseph  Cleverly, 
Jiniit'S  Apthorp,  William  Veazie,  Benjaiiiiii  ClLvcrly, 
Oliver  Gay,  and  Nedabiah  Bent.  The  following 
nameti  were  then  added :  Joseph  Cleverly  (i>ecood), 
William  Veane,  Jr.,  Henry  Cleverly,  and  Thomas* 
Brackett.  AU  of  these  persons  it  wxs  then  voted 
were  "  rstormed  inimical,"  nnd  William  Penniinan 
was  clio><en  to  procure  evideoGe  of  their  disloyalty  sad 
lay  it  before  the  court. 

The  eoning  event  had  east  its  shadow  before,  and 
on  the  2d  of  April,  Mrs.  Adams  wrote:  "The 
fhunli  di>ors  were  ^hutupln-t  Simduy  in  wnsefiucnoc 
of  a  pit*^ontiment  ;  a  farewell  sermon  preached  and 
mnch  weeping  and  wailing ;  persecuted,  be  sure,  but 
not  for  righteousneia*  mite.'*  The  action  of  the 
town  two  montVi^  luter  was  in  the  nature  of  a  formal 
indictment  of  the  whole  ffwicty,  fnr  nniont;  the  mimes 
of  tho.«e  recorded  as  "  inimical"  were  its  rector,  its 
wardens,  and  all  ita  leading  mMbnn.  Tet  Mr. 
Winslow  alone  would  seem  to  have  lefk  the  town, 
following  the  British  army  to  New  York.  In  any 
event  his  occupation  in  nraintree  wb^  •rone.  As!iin«t 
the  other  members  of  the  society  proceedings  du  not 
•eem  to  have  been  pressed,  and  afterwaf^  they  all 
of  them  beeone  good  dtiiena  of  the  United  Sutes, 
their  names  again  uppearin;;  in  the  Braintree  and 
Quincy  records,  and.  at  la-t,  du  the  «ton<',*  in  the 
graveyard.  Later  a  certain  amount  of  property  in 
Bndntme  was  eeiied  and  sold  becaaae  of  Tory  owners 


ship,  bntitbdongeddiieifly  tonon  residentji.  Tnwmse- 
qticncp  of  one  of  these  seizures  John  Adams  hoii_'>il 
the  old  Va.'isall  house,  in  which  he  pass<^d  the  last 
twenty-five  years  of  his  life,  and  from  which  both  he 
and  his  wifo  were  buried.  But  the  Tory  petaeentiottni 
Braintree,  though  it  doabtle!>.s  made  the  lives  of  tfaoea 
suspected  miseralde  ennu^h  at  tlie  time,  "seems,  so  far 
us  actual  r^idents  in  the  town  were  concerned,  to 
I  have  resulted  only  in  the  ezpatriatioa  of  Samual 
Quinoy,the  Borlaods,and  theRev.Bdwaid  Winslow. 
The  other  suspects  quietly  ne  • ;  t  i  d  the  situation. 

Returning:  to  the  autumn  of  1774,  after  the  seizure 
of  the  powder  oo  the  4tb  of  8ept«ml)er  Braintree 
was  alive  with  rumors  and  military  preparation.  Be* 
turning  from  a  visit  to  Sslem,  Mrs.  Adams  stopped  at 
her  house  in  Boston,  and  tbenee  wrote  to  her  httsband 
on  September  24th: 

'  "  '  In  time  of  pMca  pnipara  for  war'  (if  thii  may  b«  tmiM  ■ 
'  tiin«  of  penM)  TMoandt  tlironf bout  tlio  eonntrj.  K«zt  Tmttdaj 

they  are  Binnd  nt  r.rRintirc.  nil  nlmvc  tit'rrrt)  and  un<ler  tlxtj, 
to  Attend  iritb  tbeir  arena;  and  to  train  once  »  fortoight  froa 
tbat  tin*  b  a  Klnae  wbieli  lict  auali  at  iMHt  wtA  mmaj" 

I    She  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  a  eoospirnej  aauMg 

j  the  i>e.rr(>e>  in  Baston,  which,  it  was  Suppoeedj  bad 
I  just  been  discovered,  and  she  sdds,— 

"Tti(To  liiit  Utile  i.  Hti'l  wh:it  »tcps  they  will  i>ilve  in 
I  contcfjoence  of  it  1  know  not.  I  wiih  noit  nnoercly  then  wm 
!  not  a  alnro  In  lb*  provinw;  It  alwnji  np|Mond  a  mset  fai^* 

I  tou«  •■•home  tn  riiL'  tn  fi;;ht  ourselvua  for  what  wc  arf  dciitT  r>>!)- 
btDg  and  plunilt-ring  from  thiMe  who  hnvc  as  good  a  right  lo 
freedom  ai  w«  bare.  Tea  know  my  mioti  «b  tbi*  nibleel.'* 

In  the  form  of  covenant**  very  unanimously**  adopted 

in  the  Braintree  town-meeting  of  15th  March  follow- 
ing the  date  of  this  letter  there  appears  this  clause, — 

"We  will  noitbor  import,  or  pnnbato  anj  imported 
•inee  the  llr«t  day  of  Deoember  iMt,  Mid  will  wbelly  dijeoa* 

tiniie  til'  -";i\t'  trn  !•  :  an  i  \\\U  ncItJirr  be  ooneorneti  in  it  our- 
««>vo«,  nor  will  w«i  hiro  our  vc«^cls,  nor  Mil  our  oomuoditict  M 
maaafbetnfM  to  thoM  wbo  ara  eoaeaimd  ta  it." 

The  two  utterances  taken  together  are  rignilieaot, 

for  Mr.  Adams  had  returned  from  Philadelphia  in 
Octohrr,  1771,  and  it  wa.^  he,  doubtless,  who 
draui^hted  the  covenant.  Immediately  on  his  getting 
back  to  Braintree  the  town  bad  diosen  bim  as  an  ad- 
ditional delegate  to  the  Provinelal  Congrea^  Mesne. 
Thayer  and  I'almer  having  been  previously  eleeted. 
lie  hnd  f  assed  the  M  iDter  at  home,  and  as*  soon  aothe 
covenant  was  adopted  he  came  forward  with  another 
report  as  chairmaD  of  a  eommitlee  on  minute-men. 
It  was  voted  to  niae  three  oompenies,  one  in  each 
'  precinct,  to  be  composed  of  forty-one  men  each,  includ- 
ing officers  Provision  had  already  been  made  in 
January  tor  miiitary  drill,  and  payment  for  atteodaaee 
ibersat ;  and  now  the  nioute-men  in  prompt  nUen^ 
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«oee  mrs  toveoeWe  *'oo«  ahiUiiig  tnd  four  pvuce  per  '  fl««king  over  the  Plymouth  road  asd  dovo  P«iui*8 
dtj  for  one  day  in  vwerj  waak,  aad  di«  aelaskmeii  |  HiU  t»  Bkahilvee.  Th«  wildest  mnofa  were  dr- 

were  direoted  to  supply  ttie  ofRcers of  the  tbrce  com-  culated.  Three  hundred  tueD  had  been  landed! 
pflfiies  with  money  to  pay  off  said  men  day  by  day  ; '  They  were  march iner  into  Weymouth  village !  They 
and  if  there  were  no  funds  in  the  treasury  they  were  were  oomiog  to  Ueruiantown  !  Meanwhile  the  corn- 
to  borrow  oa  Ihe  town's  oredit.  On  the  19th  of  April  paniea  of  minnte-men  came  rapidly  in,  abowiog  tofi- 
oeeomd  the  affiur  of  Lesington  and  Cooowd»  and  on  j  eientiy  well  what  a  homet'e  nest  the  region  was. 

the  24th  the  atljourned  town-nifctini;  direofed  the  so-  They  came  from  distances  of  twenty  tuilcs  and  morft. 
lectmen  to  ■  dismisij  Mr.  Kiee,  their  Gramuiar  School  Those  from  Braintrce  were  Tintnraliy  amon^  the  first 
master  as  soon  as  their  present  eugaj^meuti^  are  ex-  on  the  ground.  Young  i^iihu  AUhuin,  alno  a  ma  of 
pited.'*  It  was  evidently  thought  that  there  was  oo  I  Deaoon  John  Adams,  and  who  afkerwaids  died  of 
money  for  anything  hot  men  and  mnnitionfl ;  and  ten  dysentery  eentiaated  in  camp  during  the  nege  of 
days  later  Mrs.  Adams  wrote  to  her  husband  :  "  Mr.  Boston,  was  in  command  of  the  Hraintrw  company, 
Rice  i."  eoing  into  the  army  as  captain  of  n  company,  and  also  one  of  tiu'  party  which  went  out  to  drive  the 
We  have  no  school.  I  know  nut  what  lu  do  with  John.*'  marauders  away  from  Sheep  lalaud,  where  they  were 
Hue  John  was  her  oldest  eon,  John  Qniney,  then  a  ,  foraging.  This  they  aneeeeded  in  dmng  without  loss 
bay  of  seven,  who,  eighteen  months  later,  she  again    to  thenisdvos. 

refers  to  as  having  "beoome  (oet'rider  from  Boston  i  Through  all  these  events  Mrs.  Adams  wrote  that 
to  Braiotree."  her  hou)»e,  being  on  the  main  road,  was  a  seem  of 

It  was  the  general  l)elief,  after  the  affair  of  Lczing-  lasting  oonfosion.  '*  Soldiers  ooming  in  for  a  ludging, 
ton  and  Oonoord  had  tightened  the  lines  aronnd  I  for  breakfiist,  for  supper,  for  drink,  ete.  Sometimes 
Boston,  that  the  need  of  snpplies  would  oblige  Gen.  refugees  from  Boston,  tired  and  fatigued,  seek  an 
Gage  to  send  ont  parties  alonu'  the  slmrc.  As  one  of  asylum  for  a  day.  a  niirht,  a  week  "  Meanwhile  her 
the  salt-water  neighborhond>,  ihe  North  i:'recinct  was  |  husband  was  writing:  ''Let  me  caution  you,  my  dear, 
aeoordiogly  io  great  and  perpetual  terror  of  foraya.  '  tp  be  upon  your  guard  against  the  multitude  of 
On  the  4th  of  May,  His.  Adams  wrote :  "  There  I  affrighta  and  ahrms  which,  I  fear,  will  surround 
has  been  no  desoent  upon  the  eea^eoast.  Guards  are  '  you but  a  little  later  he exdaims,  "  Oh,  that  I  were 
regularly  kept."  The  widow  of  Josiah  Qiiincy,  Jr.,  a  soldier !  I  will  be!  I  am  re.idincr  military  books, 
who  bad  died  only  a  few  weeks  before,  was  then  at  the  li)verybody  must,  and  will,  and  shall  be  a  soldier !'' 
house  of  her  father-in-law  in  the  UmA  PNdMt,*«Hhe  '  Att  this  was  in  Hay.  At  last,  on  the  morning  of 
houae»  already  referred  to,  in  which  FiMsident  Joaiah  j  Ssturday,  June  nth,  a  heavy  eannonading  to  the 
Quincj,  of  Harvard  College,  subsequently  lived  and  northward  awoke  the  town  at  early  dawn.  The 
died.  On  Saturday,  April  29th,  Mrs.  Adams  went  British  ships  of  war  in  Tioston  Flarhor  were  firing  at 
to  see  her  there,  "and  in  the  afternmm,  from  an  alarm  ^  the  breastwork  which  had  been  thrown  up  the  night 
they  had  she  and  her  suiter  with  three  others  of  the  -  before  on  the  erest  of  Bunker's  Hill.  The  only  records 
fkmily,  took  refuge  with  [Mrs.  Adans]  and  tarried  \  whieh  have  come  down  to  us  showing  how  that  day 
all  night."  A  little  later  Ci»l.  Quincy  arranged  with  was  passed  by  those  dwelling  in  Braintree  arc  found 
Peacno  llolbrook.  of  the  Middle  Precinct,  for  a  place  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Adam-?  t/>  her  hushand  and  in 
of  retreat,  if  he  needed  one;  and  Mr.  Cranch,  who  ^  the  liter  recollections  of  her  son.  Restless  with  ex- 
Hved  at  Germ  as  town,  did  the  same  with  M^j.  Bass,  dtemait  and  suspense,  unable  to  shut  out  the  noise  of 
Mrs.  Adams  herself  seenred  a  reftage  at  the  lionse  of  the  distant  cannon,  the  mother,  then  a  woman  of  a 
her  husband's  hmther.  little  more  than  thirty,  taking'  witli  her  the  child  of 

So  things  went  on  from  day  tn  day.  tlie  now  inev-  ei[.dit,  went  out  to  the  neighboring  Penn's  Hill,  and, 
itable  conflict  drawing  always  nearer.  At  last,  on  climbing  to  its  summit,  looked  towards  Boston.  It 
Siuidny  morning,  May  21st,  Bnuntree  had  a  veritable  {  was  a  dear  June  day  of  intense  heat,  and  aeross  the 
ahm, — Ihe  enemy  wasaetually  at  it.s  dour.  Three  blue  bay  they  .naw.  au^ainst  I'll  li  rizon,  the  dense 
sloope  and  a  cutter  had  come  ont  from  Boston  Harbor  black  volume  of  snutke  whiuh  rolled  away  from  the 
and  dropped  anchor  in  Weymouth  fore-river,  not  far  burning  houses  of  Charlestown.  Over  the  crest  of  the 
from  Germantown.  Before  six  o'clock  alarm-guns  :  distant  hill  bung  the  white  clouds  which  told  of  the 
w«TO  bssfd,  and  shortly  after  the  bells  begsn  to  ring.  I  battle  going  on  beneath  the  smoke.  There  was  withal 
Then  the  minute-men  fell  in  at  tap  of  drum  on  the  '  something  quite  dramatic  in  the  scene;  for,  as  the 
training-field.  The  panic  was  grcnt.  especially  in  two  mt  there  silent  and  trembling,  the  child's  hand 
Weymouth,  and  men,  women,  and  children  came  •  clasped  io  that  of  the  mother,  thinking  now  of  what 
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was  taking  place  before  thtir  ejes,  and  now  of  the 
husband  anJ  fjilbor  co  far  away  nt  the  Coiif;r<s«,  they 
dreamed  not  at  uU  of  the  i;re:it  future  for  him  :ind  for 
the  bojr  U)  be  surely  workud  out  ia  that  cuutiica,  the  , 
lint  pitohfld  battle  of  whtoh  wa*  iheo  being  foaght 
befon  them. 

The  next  day  the  mother  wrote, —  ; 

"The  buttle  bagan  apon  oar  inlranehmmitt  npon  Buaker'a 
Hill  Satanlay  monitiitf  aboBttbfMo'eloek,  and  1»a  not  «caM4  ' 

y>'t,  ;inil  it  i'  now  tlire*  o'clock  Satlnklli  nftoriinuii.  ChnrlM- 
town  is  laid  in  aibes.    It  u  ex|i«ct«4  tbey  will  «ontc  out  ov«r  i 
t1i«  Keak  (o  nigbCsad  adrewlftillwttlsaMtatenaiaa.  Almlgbty 
Oivi,  fovpr  th4'  hcndsnf  our  ''iiintrvmcn,  and  be  a  thieM  to  our 
dear  friviiii^  '    liutv  rjuvnv  hnsu  l'alli:ti  w«  know  nut.  Thoeun- 
ftaut  roar  of  tb«  cannon  It  i<u  dintresitin);  that  wa  cnunot  aftt,  ! 
drink,  or  alaap.  Mjr  baraling  haart  omat  flod  vent  at  mj  pan. 
*  Tba  ra«a  la  not  to  tha  awift,  nor  tba  battle  to  tbe  ttrong ;  but  the  ' 
Ood  of  I.iiiU't  ir         that  giveth  ttrength  and  power  unto  hi« 
people.  Truat  in  bint  at  all  timca,  jra  peopl^  pour  ont  jtiur 
hearta  bafbn  Mb  s  Ood  li  a  raAife  far  ns.' " 

There  were  do  serrioai  held  that  Sandey  io  the  | 

North  Precinct  church,  nor  had  there  been  on  the 
Sunday  before.    *' They  doIi.iht  in  niolcstinc:  us  on 
the  8nbbath,"  wrote  Mrs.  Adams.    But  at  i««t,  on  the 
25th  of  June,  **  we  have  aat  under  onr  own  vine  in 
(piietDeSB;  have  heard  Mr.  Taft.    The  uood  manwna 
earnest  nnd  pathetic;  1  could  forgive  his  weakness  for 
the  sake  'tf  his  .sincerity."    Nor  did  her  uwn  pastur 
fully  lueel  ttie  spiritual  ueeds  of  tiiiii  lady,  tur  pres- 
ent] J  ahe  apceka  of  him  a*  "oar  inanioMte  old  haohe- ' 
lor,"  whom  she  "  could  not  bear  tu  hear;"  end  then  | 
says  that  he '*  made  the  he^t  oration  (iic  never  prays,  ' 
you  know)  I  ever  heard  trom  him.  '    Two  companiee 
of  soldiers  were  now  stationed  in  the  town, — that 
of  Capt.  Turner,  at  Ctermentown,  and  that  of  Oapt.  | 
VlDlOD,  at  Squantum.    Praently  they  were  eiii:a^>  d  : 
in  small  affairs  in  thi'  harbor;  but,  hefure  this,  their 
preaenoe  led  to  a  town  meeting  episode  which  showed 
how  the  leeaoiu  of  hiator;  were  iugmiued  io  tbe  peo- 
ple.  The  deaeendants  of  the  Pttritana  bore  IVeahly  in 
memor}'  the  fact  that  Cromwell  had  with  hU  aoldiery 
dispersed  the  Lnn<i  Parliament.    Tlie  town  was  to 
choose   a   representative.    Col.    Palmer   and  Mr.  ^ 
Thayer,  dwelling  in  different  preeiDola,  were  opposing  i 
eaadtdetea,  and  Captain  Vinton's  company  waahtgely 
eonposed  of  men  from  Mr.  Thayer's  precinct.    The  I 
mentin:r  was  held  on  the  12th  of  Julj,  aoda^in  Mn.  I 
Adams  teitK  what  took  place:  | 

"  There  waa  »  eonaiderabia  ninater  npon  Tbajer'a  aide,  and  ; 

Vititon'«  company  iimr<<he<i  up  in  order  tu  a«^'i»(,  but  got  sadljr 
diaappoiuted.   Newcontb  inaiateil  upon  it  ibat  no  man  «beuld  { 
TOta  who  waa  In  the  army.   He  had  no  notion  of  being  nnder  j 
the  milil.irv  |>  <wer:  (aid  we  might  be  fo  fiitiiatc<l  a»  to  hiivc  the 
greuter  part  of  the  people  engaged  in  tbe  milittirj',  and  Ibcn  u,ll 
power  wonld  be  wreated  ont  of  tbe  banda  of  the  eivil  ntagiatmte.  ; 
Ua  iniittoi  upon  lla  being  pnt  to  rote^  and  carried  bia  point  j 
inuaediatelj." 


Darin p:  the  night  of  the  9th  of  July  a  body  of 
three  hundred  Vnlutitcpni  put  out  in  whale-boats  firom 
(iermantown,  and  crossed  over  to  Long  Island,  where 
they  seised  some  cattle,  sheep,  and  priaoDers,  and 
brought  them  off  without  bdng  diaeoverad  fioai  the 
Teasels  lying  near.  Their  emulation  being  fired  bj 
this  aehievement.  a  few  days  later  anoth'^r  I'urty  put 
off  from  the  Moon  Lsland,  opposite  Squaotum,  in 
open  day,  and  fired  the  house  and  bam  wbioii  the 
pre?iona  pnrty  had  spared.  ^Riongh  cxponed  lo  • 
sharp  fire  from  the  enemy's  ships,  the  whole  force  r^ 
turned  in  safety,  and  only  one  of  the  covering  party  on 
the  Moon  was  killed.  Then  all  the  companies  guard- 
ing the  aonth  side  of  the  bay  were  ordered  tu  go  lo 
Naotasket,  and  cut  and  bring  away  the  ripened  {Train. 
While  thcrSi  nnd  under  the  eyes  of  .'-evi-ral  nun  i  f- 
war.  they  crossed  over  in  their  whale  bfiat.s  a  ml  set  tire 
to  the  light- house.  BcUiroiag,  tbey  were  fired  upon 
and  panued,  bnt  got  bade  without  bias.  Gen. 
Qage  therenpon  sent  a  fime  of  cnrpentei*,  nnder 
guard  of  thirty  marines,  down  to  repair  the  building, 
and  caused  a  new  lamp  to  be  set  up,  Tn  cntiscfiuenr? 
of  this,  OQ  Sunday  evening,  the  29th,  a  body  of  men 
went  off  from  SqusDtum  in  the  whale-boats,  sarpraed 
and  overcame  the  guard,  killing  the  lieutenant  in 
command  and  one  man,  and  completely  dcstroytd  ih>' 
buildings.  RHurninL'  with  their  prisoners  they  were 
hotly  pursued,  but  escaped  with  the  loss  of  one  maa 
killed.  Two  days  after  he  waa  buried  ftom  Oeman- 
towQ.  These  were  the  only  military  operations  no- 
dertaken  during  the  sicje  of  Hosion  from  Quiney  Bay ; 
and  though,  as  Mrs.  Adams  wrote,  they  were  in 
tbcmselveii  but  trifling  affairs,  yet  they  served  "to 
inure  onr  men  and  harden  them  to  daofser.'* 

TIh"  summer  was  hot  and  dry.  There  was  meat 
to  \iQ  liad  in  abundance,  but  at  one  time  it  seeni«l 
probable  that  the  oorn  crop  would  prove  a  failure,  and 
famine  might  thus  be  added  to  war.  Tea,  cofiee, 
and  sugar  became  veiy  aearee,  but  *'  whortlebeiriei 
and  mUk  we  are  not  obligBd  to  eommenM  fbr.*'  The 
camps  nbniit  Boston,  swarming  with  raw,  untrained 
levies,  were  not  properly  policed,  nor  were  tbe  food  and 
mode  of  life  such  as  the  man  wars  aeeoseomsd  to.  As 
a  matter  of  omirse  siekncm  ensued.  The  state  of  eon. 
tiuual  excitement  and  alarm  in  which  the  people  of 
the  neighboring  towns  hnd  Iopl'  Keen  living  naturally 
predisposed  them  to  diivua^e,  and  wiien  the  camp  sick- 
ness took  the  fbna  of  dysentery  it  soon  beosae  epi- 
demie  and  spread  rapidly.  Then  Ibllowed  some  weeks 
of  terrible  trial.  It  was  a  time  of  pestilence.  Io 
Braintree  Mr.  Wiliird  was  stricken  dnwn,  and  all 
through  August  and  September  tbe  Sabbath  serrioBl 
vsve  not  <dNerTed.  There  was  atnsost  lo  Immn 
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iHiidi  did  not  oouot  loaie  doui,  «id  tiro,  (hvee,  wd 
tma  fbw  fiiMrmls  would  t«ke  p]«cd  in  «  daj. 

"  The  Ftniill-pox  in  the  Dutuntl  w;iy  wa«  uut  more  inortftl  ttian 
tM»  di<UiB|>er  hu  prored  in  thia  and  ibmj  naiglilioring  towni. 
. . .  lilt.  Haadall  hw  loit  b«r  dAvghtor.    Mit;  BmmIuI 

h«rs.    Mr.  Thomas  Thayer  his  wifn.    I  know  of  pight  this  week 
who  hav*  be«n  buried  io   tfaU  town.  ...  In  sis  w««k«  I 
MMst  flr«  of  mj  nmt  oonn*otion>  kid  in  the  gtvn,  .  .  . 
And  neh  !■  the  dUtraw  of  tbt  neighborhood  that  I  ono  mmmI; 
And  a  well  penoa  to  aaaitt  !o  looking  after  the  tieh.   Mr.  Wi> 
bird  Met  bod.  Major  Miller  'i»  dangerous,  and  3lr.  Gajr  i*  not 
espeoled  to  lir*.  .  .  i  We  bave  fever*  of  vnrione  Mode,  the  i 
ftmt  illiitoaipvr.  aa  wall  m  Um  dytentery  prevailing  In  thfe  and  | 
ibe  nfi^Mi'iriiif;  town*.  .  .  .  Sicknefs  and  Jt-sth  »re  in  a1- 
mett  ercr^  fatuilj.    1  have  no  more  alioaking  and  terrible  idea  | 
•f  aaj  HtliuHfttf  MMpI  tba  plaga*,  Uhui  this.  ...  Bo 
■MTial  a  tiai*  tlt«  «I4mI  una  dMS  imc  fwnwber." 

So  wrote  Mrs.  Adama  to  her  hoalnnd.   Hu  brothor 

Rlihu.  who  hftd  just  taken  a  commission  in  the  army, 
was  amoog  the  earliest  victiuMi.    Retaroiog  borne  at  I 
that  tine,  John  AdMU  h«d  itartod  biek  to  PhUadel- 
phia  on  tho  26th  of  Aognat,  mod  hotweeo  that  day 

and  the  8th  of  September  there  were  eighteen  per- 
sons btiried  in  the  Middle  Precinct  alone.  The  disease 
was  aappcMed  to  be  contagious,  so  that  wsitchers  and 
nuMa  oonld  be  obtuoed  onlj  with  dificuitj,  and  the 
mstnned  phyaieal  atiaio  upon  the  well  aoon  made 
them  sick.  Mrs.  Adams'  own  house  was  a  hospiul.  : 
A  servant  was  first  taken  down ;  she  herself  was  ' 
then  seised ;  another  servant  i'oUowed,  and  then  one 
of  her  dtiMven ;  a  third  aervaot  fell  aidt,  and  bad  to> 
be  moved  to  Weymouth,  where  she  afterwarda  died. 
Thither  Mrs.  Adams  followed  lier  to  be  by  the  bed- 
mdc  of  her  own  mother,  nnd  from  thence,  on  October 
1st,  .■'he  wrote,  in  an  atjony  of  grief,  to  her  husband, — 

"Jlave  pit;  upon  uie!  have  pity  upon  ine,  0  ibou  mj  be- 
l«v«il,  fbr  (ba  baad  of  God  praMalb  ■>«  eora.  Tat  will  I  ba 

dumb  rin  t  <ilent,  and  not  "pen  my  month,  hecntise  Thuu,  0  l/orrl, 
ba4t  done  it.    How  can  I  t«U  >'iju  (U  my  burtting  heart!)  iliHt  . 
■j  daar  BodMir  bas  left  we!    After  nuitaininf  liztean  dayi'  j 
Mvare  eonfliot,  naturo  fainted,  and  the  fell  aeleep.    At  tines  I  ' 
vat  almost  ready  to  faint  onder  this  severe  and  heavy  stroke, 
separated  from  (Arr,  who  used  U>  be  a  comforter  to  mo  in  affllo- 
tkm ;  but,  blaatad  ba  ttod !  l^ia  ear  ia  not  haavjr  that  Ua  oannot  ' 
bear,  but  Ha  bas  btd  na  call  upon  Bin  in  Uasa  of  tronbla." 

Ten  days  after  this  letter  was  written  Col.  Josiab 
Quiaey  watehed,  fton  aa  vpper  window  of  bia  honae, 
the  ebip  that  bore  Gen.  Gage  down  tho  harbor  on  his 

way  home  to  Enjihind.  The  pane  nf  ^la.-.s  i.s  .'itill 
preserved  on  which  ho  then  scratched  a  record  of 
the  incident.  Bot  atz  monthe  mora  were  to  pass 
befeffo  the  evaeuation  of  Bostoo.   During  that  time 

thonpprehen.s!oD  of  attack  along  the  Braintree  shore 
was  cnntinual;  but  those  ilwellini:  there  had  become 
aocuiitoiued  to  it,  and  took  the  alarrae  more  qtiietly.  j 
Col.  Qainoy  wrote,—  ^ 


"  Although  we  huvi^  five  <»mpanies  stationed  near  us,  yet  the 
I  aballi  tbrawa  Afou  tiM  floating  batteries  and  the  flat-botlomai 
I  boata  wbteh  rmr  wftb  twtnty  oare,  carry  6fty  men  each,  and 
art' defended  with  cannon  and  fn  ivi'li",  ki-cp  uh  uiiilci  j..Tpptiisil 
[  apprahonaion  of  being  attaeked  whenever  we  shall  beoome  an 
I  «bj«a«  of  mfloiaBt  BMgiilliiid*  to  emit*  tba  atteetlaB  of  oar  «• 
I  emiee.  Our  <-ireunisUnoe«  M«  tmly  UMbMOboly,  and  gfOW 
rathpr  wor(i<i  than  ln'tler." 

Towards  the  end  of  October  the  sickness  abated, 
and  as  (he  wioler  came  on  the  situutioii  b«caiue  in 
every  way  more  endurable.  Money,  it  was  tme,  had 
already  beoome  BcaMe.  Paper  currency  was  at  n 
discount  of  ten  per  cent.,  and  a  silver  dollar  was  a 
great  rarity.  Prices  had  begun  to  rise.  Those  of 
foreign  goods  had  doubled.  Molasses  was  an  article 
in  common  honaehold  aae;  ita  ordinary  prion  had 
risen  from  twenty-five  eenta  a  gallon  to  forty.  Of 
the  dotiie«tio  products,  corn  was  .sixty-Sve  oenta  a 
bushel,  rye  eighty,  hay  twenty  dollars  a  too,  and 
wood  throe  dollara  and  n  half  •  nord.  Hent  was 
abnodaat.  The  oondition  of  the  people  waa,  there- 
fore, in  no  way  unbearable,  and  though  Boston  was  in 
a  stiite  of  siege  onh'  ten  miles  away,  with  the  exception 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  able-bodied  men  were  away 
in  camp,  life  went  on  in  Braintree  mnoh  aa  naoal. 

This  oooUnued  until  Mareh,  the  war  aad  lla 
incidents  being,  meanwhile,  the  great  subject  of  dis- 
cussion. Rumors  of  what  was  going  on  in  camp 
and  io  Congress  were  abundant.  Among  others, 
there  name  a  story,  which  waa  indnatrioudy  bmited 
aboat,  that  Hancock  and  John  Adams  had  both  left 
Philadelphia,  and  «*ailcd  for  Plntrland  fmui  New  Y<jrk 
on  board  an  Kuj^lish  man of  war.  In  other  word.s, 
they  had  proved  traitors,  in  the  morbid  oouditton 
of  the  pttUie  mind,  even  thia  nhanrd  atory  gained 
oredenee.  Angry  diapntea  took  place  in  Braintree 
tavernf ,  and  "  some  men  were  collared  and  dragged 
out  of  tlio  shop  with  great  threats  fur  reportin*;  such 
scandalous  lies."  Norton  Quincy,  then  one  of  the 
sdeetmen,  aaama  to  have  been  eapecially  excited  over  * 
the  oalnmny.  Thou>^h  a  man  of  indolent  temper,  ho 
went  so  far  as  to  offer  bi.-4  own  life  as  a  forfeit  f>r 
that  of  the  husband  of  his  niece,  should  the  report 
prove  true.  But,  a  mem  war  rumor,  it  was  soon 
forgotten.  Indeed,  the  boginnbg  of  new  military 
operations  soon  drove  all  suob  wild  ideaa  out  of  the 

jicople'.s  heads. 

Oti  the  3d  of  March  the  sound  of  heavy  cannon* 
ading  from  the  direction  of  Boaton  warned  ^  peo>  ' 
pie  of  Braintree  that  now  noTementa  were  going  on. 

The  militia  were  all  mustered,  and  marched  away 
with  three  days'  rations.  Scarcely  a  man  wa.s  left 
iu  town,  and  tho  place  of  tb(»e  serving  as  sea-ooast 
guarda  wan  filled  \if  otben  from  tho-interior. 
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"  T  'hiivo  iu-i  r<liiriioil,"  wrote  Mrs.  Adatiia,  "  from  Pctin's 
Hill,  where  I  hare  been  oitting  to  h«»r  tbe  »iiiB*ing  ro»r  of 
maam,  ni  fnm  w1i«b«»  X  mmiM  mo  wmy  ahell  whish  wm  ; 
tluMwn.  ...  I  wpnt  to  about  twelve,  nnd  rose  again 
alittie  ufti-r  one.  1  couiU  no  more  Kli-e|i  than  if  1  ha<i  been  lu 
the  «Ckg>ge>neDt ;  the  rotlliug  of  the  wiu<lo«r»,  tbe  jar  of  the 
b«aM,  the  Goatisa»l  roar  of  twenlj-fottr  poontUr*,  ftod  tha 
bvrrting  of  «1i«11t.  Ahtmt  fix  tbi«in«niing  tli«f«  WM  qulaC 
rejoiced  in  n  tVw  ti.Kit?'  calm.  I  bmr  W9  got  poMatliMI  of 
DorobMtor  HtM  liuit  niKht." 


11 


Three  dii\  >  larot ,  she  speaks  of  the  militia  as  all  i 
returning,  and  ot  her  great  disappoint lucnt  that  ooth-  | 
iiig  more  was  effected  khaD  the  oeoapatioo  of  Dor-  { 
eheater  Heights.   *'  I  hoped  and  npected  more  im- 
portant and   decisive  scones.    I  would  not  have  I 
suffered  all  I  havp  for  two  stu-l'.  lillU,"    A  fortnight 
later  the  evacuation  ot    Hositou  iuni  been  decided 
upon.   "  Between  seventy  and  eighty  TeseelR  of 
various  sizes  are  gone  down  and  lie  In  a  row  in  fair  | 
sight  of  this  place,  all  of  which  appear  to  be  loaded." 
Tfic  fenr  of  marauding  partieit  was  so  great  at  this 
time  tiial  the  i^horcs  bad  to  be  guarded  nightly. 
Under  date  of  the  18th  of  Hatch,  when  an  adjoamed 
town-meet i I) was  to  have  been  bdd,  the  following  j 
entry  appears  iu  the  records :  [ 

"The  iohabitant!  beinif  oblifwl  to  guard  the  iborw  to  pre-  ^ 
rent  tbe  threatened  daiuii|{e«  from  th«  ifaip*  whkh  lay  to  the 
harbor  »  th  ilic  troops  aboard,  the  mMtiBg  WU  llDoiiraad  to  [ 
16ih  inftant,  at  one  <i'cluck  r.u."  ! 

Three  days  lati  r.  Cul.  Qutnoj  reported  an  follows  i 
to  Gen.  Washiugtuu  ;  ' 

"  Since  the  »bi|>!4  and  troo|i!i  fell  down  below,  wn  have  been 
apprehensive  of  nn  attack  from  tbeir  bOal%  in  purauit  of  live 
■to«k }  bat  fmlnimy,  in  tba  aftanooa  «•  mn  bappiljr  r«li«ir»d  i 
by  tba  appaafane*  of  a  nambar  of  wbala*boats,  atraleblng  I 
acroM  our  bay,  under  the  eotum;iii'l  .i<  I  have  »in<?o  leiiriu'i; 
of  iba  brava  Li«ut.-C«>l.  Tnppisr,  who  in  tba  foraoooo  bad  b«en 
oanaoBMiiDiir  tbe  ihipa,  «{tb  oae  or  more  BeM-plaooe,  from  tba  ' 
rii't  hr:\  l  I'f  Til  ■tiiti-'>D'»  I«1nnd,  and  1  mippo«e  last  night  trin 
nonaded  them  from  the  fame  plikce,  or  fruni  .Sp«cta«le  Ifiiioii. 
Tbli  JtnlieuMif  BOBvavre  bad  iu  genuine  cITact  j  Ibr,  thi<  morn- 
ing, the  Adminil  and  all  tbo  r«8t  of  tbosbipa,  azeaptona  of  tbe 
line,  caiue  to  lail,  and  Ml  down  to  Nanlaakat  Road,  wbara  a 
•ooatlon  nombar  to  ■««  oollaolad.*' 

At  the  same  time  Mrs.  Adams  wrote, —  j 

1 

*'¥tm  Penn'.i  Ililt  we  have  a  view  of  the  larKeit  fleet  over 
aata  ia  Amerioa.   Yoo  may  ooual  npward*  of  a  hundred  and  j 
eerenty  aali.    Tbay  look  lihe  a  fbrett.  ...  To  what  qnar>  ' 

II  I  'if  th''  «..rM  tliry  nri-  b'larpt  i«  whiitty  unVTi'iwn;  Imt  it  in 

generally  thought  to  New  York.  Many  people  are  elated  with  ' 
iMt  qaittiag  Boelaa.   I  eonfoia  I  do  not  feal  m.   TU  only  j 

lifting  a  burden  from  one  shoulder  to  the  other,  whiob  is  p«r- 
bapa  le«s  able  or  le»s  willing  to  support  it.  .  .  .  Every  fool 
of  gronnd  which  they  obtain  now  they  mut  Igbt  fbr,  aidmay  I 
tbay  purchase  it  at  a  Bunker  Hill  price.''  1 

I 

And  in  reph*.  John  Adams  pxcbimed,  - 

"  We  are  taking  precaution*  to  defend  erery  plaoe  that  it  ia 
dsagir*  the  OicoliiMa^  VIi|IbK  Naw  Tork,  Ouuda.  I  m 


think  of  tK.tliin;;  Iput  fortifvirig  Boston  Harbor.  I  want  lu  r* 
cannon  than  are  to  be  had.  I  want  a  fortification  upon  Point 
AldertoB,  oae  opoa  Lovall'i  lalaad,  «no  npon  Georgo'e  Iilaad, 
irvfral  npon  Ii'»rij^  tflniH.  one  u|'nn  tlir>  Mnnn.  on«'«poti  ^qnin- 
luiu.  I  Wttut,  la  iiuar  of  liiilf  ,i  'loioD  fire  tt.ip.-.,  and  tnu  u; 
three  hundred  firo-rafta  prepared.  I  want  to  hear  of  row-gal- 
Uf$,  floatiag  battartaa  boUty  and  boonu  laid  aoroae  tba  ebaaatl 
in  tba  narrowt,  and  Yaitttam  4e  Frin  aank  {« lU  I  wiA  It 
beitr  that  yon  mn  tnailaliBg  Bcaiatrao  comonaa  tsto  tbe 
obannal." 

Tbottgh  tlie  bfidy  of  tlio  English  fleet  tiuik  it.*  de- 
parture for  Halifax  during  thi>  month  of  Maroti  a 
few  veiiscis  lay  at  anchor  in  the  outer  harbor  or 
oruised  about  the  bay  for  several  weeks  longer.  Tbcj 
seemed  rdnotnnt  to  give  up  all  pretenee  of  maiatais- 
in;;  a  hold  on  Boston.  At  the  eod  of  May,  Mrs. 
Adani"  wrote :  "  We  have  now  in  fair  (siirht  of  mv 
uncle's  [Norton  Quincy's  house,  at  Mount  Wollastoo] 
the'  Oranmodore,' a  thirty -six  gun  frigate,  another  Urge 
vessel,  and  six  smill  craft."  At  last  military  move* 
ments  were  made  under  orders  from  tbe  patriot  au- 
thorities looking  to  the  ocoiipatinn  of  the  islands.  lo 
consequence  of  these  the  last  remnant  of  the  fleet, 
**  *  Commodore'  and  all,"  pat  to  tea  vpon  tb«  Uth  ef 
June,  and  not  a  transport,  a  ship,  or  a  lender  [wm 
next  day]  to  be  seen."  Braintree,  in  common  with 
her  sister- towns  on  Boston  Bay,  was  thereafter  allowed 
to  rest  in  peace. 

So  far  as  Hasaaehusetts  was  eonoemed,  the  war  of 
independence  now  entered  npon  a  new  stage.  Neither 
any  Innprcr  was  the  enemy  on  the  hearth-stone,  nor 
wa.>  tlio  .-■truL'trle  :i  uovolty.  Tlie  glow  of  excttemeot 
which  ptiuiulaled  aud  made  easy  the  first  patriotie 
movement  had  passed  away.  In  its  place  eai 
sciuusne-ss  of  the  drag  and  drain  of  a  swiuinirly 
war.  In  this  respect  the  cxperienco  of  uric  '^enm- 
tion  is  but  a  repetition  uf  that  of  another.  Tbe 
ugly  details  of  the  past  are  forgotten,  while  whatever 
there  was  of  heroic  about  it  stands  out  elean  cut  sad 
proniineot.  Go  the  other  hand,  the  selfish,  Teosl  qiirit 
of  tilt'  prefient  maki-H  itMdf  painfully  apparent,  and  B 
supposed  always  to  be  of  recent  development, — one 
the  chsraoteristios  of  a  raoe  d^eoerate.  A  carelul 
OKsmlnation  of  the  reeord  levaals  a  dillerent  stoiy. 
The  years  between  1860  and  1865  will  lo.sc  nothing 
by  contrast  with  those  between  ITTO  and  lo 
each  case  the  coa&iut  opened  on  a  people  wild  willi 
patriotic  ardor.  All  were  Imniin;  to  do  aomethiiig; 
many  eonid  not  do  too  mueh.  Honey  was  poured  est 
like  water;  regtmeota  formed  as  if  by  magic.  Self- 
eacrificc  waa  the  order  of  the  day,  and  life  in  th« 
preseooe  of  trial  assumed  an  unknowa  charm.  For 
the  time  hmng  a  whole  people  had  become  hsroie. 

Then  came  the  renodon.  The  nalities  «f  wttW* 
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gMB  to  1m  felt  EnlhtiDeiito  fell  off  in  1776,  as  tbey  > 
did  ID  18G2.    It  gmr  kiider  to  procure  men  just  in 

proportion  tn  the  more  prcwn^' nofd  <tf  un'ii.  V;iluc^ 
were  uosetlied.  Prices  rose.  The  poorer  aud  wore 
■elfish  Datures  began  to  sbov  the  badness  of  wbich  | 
diej  were  capable.  The  ▼oioe  of  the  eroalter  was  lend  I 
in  the  land.  The  L-nntnator  grew  rich;  the  patriot 
poor.  It  ?eemed  as  thou<rh  the  war  would  never  t  ii  J  ; 
not  a  few  were  forward  to  exprei^  ihc  wish  that  it  hud 
■ever  The  weak,  the  eraveo,  and  the  mean 

longed  for  qniet  and  the  lleeh-pota. 

Even  while  the  town  clerk  of  Braintree,  ill  obe-  | 
dience  to  the  mandate  of  the  Provincial  Conneil,  vrti-* 
entering  the  Dedarstiuo  of  Independence  on  the 
roooTda,"  there  toranainas  a  perpiitnal  nmnorial," —  ^ 
only  three  nontlw  after  the  last  Britiab  ship  had  been  | 
driven  from  Boston  Ilarbor, — even  tbna  early  Mn. 
Adan)<<  wrote  as  follows  to  her  husband  : 

"  I  lun  Korrj  to  tee  »  fpirit  m  venal  pr«v«iliog  •verjwbar*. 
When  osr  men  wara  drawn  oat  for  Ciaad*,  a  my  laigobmtaty 

waa  j^iven  thf-m  :  ;iri  1  nnni  urinllicr  .-nil  i<  made  upon  u(.  No 
one  niihuut  a  large  buunty,  ibough  only  for  two  monthly 

and  each  town  scomt  to  think  ita  bonur  engaged  in  oatbidding 
tlta  oilier*.  Tb«  pravioeo  pay  ii  fortj  ihillinj^^.  In  sdditinn 
tn  iltai,  Ihu  town  votod  to  Dak«  It  op  ill  |M>und/i.  Tl^-y  then 
drew  out  thu  ]>«r8unt  moft  unlikelj  to  go,  and  llicy  arc  obliged 
to  five  tbroe  pooada  to  biro  •  iniia.  Soma  pajr  tbe  wholo  tkoo^ 
—tea  pound*.   Fort^  men  ara  now  drmftod  from  tbia  town. 

Mnpf  tiliiii  ciu'  Vinlf,  frinri  ^i\ti-<  ti  l<i  liflv,  iin,'  iidvt  in  tlio  -i.r- 
Tioe.  This  method  of  conducting  will  create  a  general  uncaci- 
aaa  is  thm  Coatiaaatal  tumj." 

She  then  goea  on  to  apeak  of  the  rage  for  privateer- 
ing which  prevailed,  and  adds  that  "  vast  numbers" 
were  eroploveJ  in  that  way.  Bt  fore  entering  further  , 
into  the  burden  wbich  the  war  then  imposed  on  | 
BraintiM,  it  will  be  well  to  try  to  forto  aume  idea  of 
the  atrength  whidi  waa  there  to  bear  tbe  burden. 
What  was  the  population  of  the  town  during  the 
Revolution? — and  what  was  its  wealth?  The  census 
of  1765  gives  tbe  population  at  1^4:^3,  that  of  177ti 
at  2871 ,  and  tbtt  of  1790  at  2771.  During  the  war,  ' 
therefore,  taken  aa  one  period,  Bratntrae  mnat  haTo  i 
numbered  a  population  of  closo  u|Min  2800  sonla.  Of 
these,  700  would  have  \mn  nmlos  ahove  sixteen  yeurs 
of  age ;  for  the  war  lasted  eight  years,  and  in  the 
eonne  of  it  a  new  ama-bearing  generation  grew  up. 
Bsperienee  baa  always  ahown  that,  for  the  praelicai 
purposes  of  war,  men  above  forty  years  of  age  are 
useleos.  As  members  of  a  home-guard  and  durin;; 
short  periods  of  service,  they  can  be  made  more  or  less 
efleetive.  But  the  biTouac,  long  marebeSi  and  nnao* 
coatomed  fare  break  them  down.  They  are  not  equal 
to  campaign  exposure.  Consequently  not  more  than 
two-thirds  at  most  of  the  men  above  sixteen  in  any 
community  are  properly  capable  of  bearing  arms. 


Those  above  forty  years  of  age,  and  the  hah,  the  hune, 

and  the  blind  must  be  extMii{)tt<d.  During  the  jean 
1 TTG  til  1782,  therefore,  the  whole  arms  lioaritrg  pnpn- 
lutiun  of  Braintrce  did  not  exceed  475  at  the  outside. 
It  probably  fell  considerably  short  of  that  number. 

Aa  respeeui  uTailahle  wealth,  it  is  far  mora  diAeult 
to  fix  on  any  safo  basis  for  estimate.  This  subject 
ha.-i  already  been  cotisifUred.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  Bruintreo  people  during  tbe  colonial  period  had 
substanae,  but  veiy  Kttle  of  wbst  would  now  beealled 
qjttiok  capital.  In  other  words,  they  had  nothing 
which  conld  readily  be  turned  into  money.  They 
owned  the  houses  in  which  they  lived,  their  farms, 
(arm  buildings,  and  stock.  They  bad  cloth<»  aod 
some  fiimiture.  A  few  had  uon^  out  at  interest; 
and  othen  were  in  debt.  To  thii  general  rule  of 
no  available  mcatis  there  were,  of  course,  in  an  old 
town  like  Brainlree  a  few  exceptions.  Such  were 
Col.  Quinoy,  Major  Miller,  Oen.  Palmer,  and,  p06si« 
bly,  Mr.  Thayer.  John  Adana  was  not  an  ex- 
caption  to  it.  Ho  had  nothing  except  bis  house  in 
Queen  Ptroot.  Boston,  and  the  farm  at  Ponn's  Hill. 
The  f'ariu  liis  wife  tried  to  manaire.  Few  men  were 
more  capable,  and  yet  in  September,  1777,  she  wrote 
to  him,  **  Unlcsa  you  reium,  what  little  property  yon 
possess  will  be  loat  ...  As  to  what  is  here  Under 

my  immediate  iriKpeetion,  1  do  ihe  ln'Sl  I  can  with 
it.  But  it  will  not,  at  the  high  price  labor  is,  pay 
its  way."'  This  was  the  common  experience.  The 
Penn's  Hill  form  also  affords  a  basis  on  whidi  to 
make  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  wealth  of  the 
town.  One  part  of  that  farm  fon?i>'ted  of  thirty  five 
acres  of  arable  land,  with  a  house,  barn,  and  other 
boildioga.  With  this  part  went  eighteen  acres  of 
paalure.  Bought  in  1774,  the  coat  of  the  property 
was  £440,  or  81465.  In  1705  th.-ro  were  327 
houws  in  Brairitree.  oeenpied  l>y  '.'>:tl  families.  At 
the  time  of  the  war  the  number  of  houses  may  have 
iaoreaaed  to  4(H>.  That  bought  by  John  Adams 
was  one  of  die  better  aori.  Judging  by  tbe  anm 
paid  for  it,  an  estimate  of  8300  to  a  house  and  a 
family  would  seem  i  >  he  libi  ral,  for  in  the  town  there 
were  some  paupers  and  many  poor  people,  who,  living 
only,  never  accumulated  anything.  The  owners  of 
forms  wera  accounted  the  rioh  men.  The  sum  oC 
$400,000  would  thus  rcprcHcnt  the  aggregate  aooU' 
mulatcd  wealth  of  Bratiitree  in  1776. 

Such  being  tbe  strength, — 45(1  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  with  an  aoeumuUtion  of  1400,000  be- 
hind them, — it  remains  to  consider  the  burden.  This 
is  no  less  difficult  correctly  to  estimate  than  the  other. 
The  rolls  show,  for  instance,  that  Braintree  furnished  * 
'  ItiOO  men  for  military  duty  io  the  course  of  the  war, 


Google 


342 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACUUSETTS. 


a  laigo  munber  (of  wbioh  tben  is  no  reoord)  j 

nbo  scrveJ  on  the  water.  And,  a^in,  in  one  sinu'le 
yenr  (1781  t  it  assessed  itself  $600,000  to  buy  beef 
for  the  army  and  pay  the  town  oxpeoses.  But  the 
$600,000  were  peid  in  peper  emrencj,  end  tbe  term  i 
of  aerriee  of  tbe  men  was  apt  not  to  exoeed  three  deje.  | 
Such  figures  only  serve  to  falsify.  During  the  Revo- 
lution Braintree  did  not  contribute  either  1600  men 
or  a  millioQ  dollars,  fur  the  simple  reason  that  her  in- 
bebitants  did  not  number  tbe  one  or  have  Uie  other. 
The  drain  was  donbtleaa  heavy  enough,  hot  U  wae  at 

least  llniited  Ijy  tlie  total  resourrfs. 

In  eoni-idcrin!.',  tlicn,  the  Braintree  enlistments, 
those  fur  short  periods  must  be  left  out  of  the  ac- 
count  A  aerviee  of  one  or  two  daya  in  guarding  > 
tbe  shore  may  have  been  a  summer  picnio,  with  an 
agreeable  sjiice  of  danLicr,  but  in   no  "sensp  was  it 
war.     The  men  engaged  in  ttiat  service  were  not 
soldiers.    They  were  mere  members  of  a  jtosse  com-  . 
tlotea.  The  aborter  eoUatnenta  alao  were  of  not  mneh  ! 
more  Taloc.   Indeed,  esperienee  h«a  abown  that  in 

actual  war  there  is   no  reorf  cruel  way  of  wasting 
blood  and  treasure  than  sending  to  the  field  men  en- 
listed fur  a  few  weeks  or  months.    Atmoet  never  are  _ 
they  of  any  real  aervioe. 

A  Mr.  Partridge,  of  Duxbury,  one  of  a  committee 
who  waited  on  Washington  in  October,  1 77(1.  asked 
bim  whether  ealistmcnts  for  one  year  would  not  suf-  > 
flee,  fie  eselained  in  reply,  Good  Ood !  gentle- 
men, oar  eauae  ia  rained  if  you  engi^  men  for  only  j 
a  year.  You  must  not  think  of  it.  If  we  hope  for 
success  we  must  have  men  enlisted  for  tlH>  whole 
term  of  the  war."  This  course  was  too  Spartan; 
the  weaker,  the  more  waatefnl,  and  mote  murderoua 
one  of  abort  enlistments  waa  ponaed.  Accordingly, 
men  were  enlisted  in  Braintree  for  the  Canada  expe- 
dition in  1776.  for  tlic  Kliode  Tfland  expeditions  in 
1777  and  1778,  and  for  the  Penobscot  expedition  of 
1779 ;  otheva  went  down  to  garriaon  tbe  caatle  in  the 
harbor.  Furnishln-;  and  equipping  these  men  weotlhr 
toward  exhausting  the  town  ;  but  it  was  pla3-in<^  at  war. 
It  was  tlic  three  year  Continentals  wlio  did  the  work. 
They  were  at  Loug  Island,  and  they  were  at  Stony 
Pmnt;  they  forced  Bargoyoe'a  iDtrenebmenta,  and 
captured  Bahra  Hessians  ;  they  bore  the  heat  of 
Monmouth,  and  .stormed  the  redoubt  at  Yorktown. 
This  was  war.  The  question  is  always, — How  many 
of  these  men  did  the  town  put  into  tbe  field  ?  Pic- 
nlca  and  aammer  promenadea  do  not  count. 

So  also  aa  regards  taxes  and  supplies.   That  the  | 
^tTfifm  on  the  towns  during  the  Revolution  was  great 
is  indisputable.    They  were  called  on  for  money  and 
tbey  were  called  on  for  men,  for  clothes,  and  for  meat. 


But  the  figurea  are  apt  to  be  expieaaed  in  Oontinentd 

currency.  There  was  no  financial,  as  there  waa  no 
tnilitary,  folly  which  the  New  Engbind  people  did  not 
commit  during  tbe  Revolution.  Throughout  tli^ 
ahowed  that  (he  town-meeting  la  ill  adapted  to  war. 
They  tried  to  make  patriotiam  a  anbatUuto  for  the 
provost- guard.  They  issued  false  money.  They 
regulated  prices.  They  mobbed  those  who  preferred 
Dot  to  exchange  good  merchandise  for  worthless 
paper.  It  waa  not  in  them  to  do  what  Frederiek  II. 
did  in  Prussia, — take  the  men  they  needed  and  the 
supplies  they  needed  and  finish  up  the  work  in  hand. 
That  would  have  been  war.  What  they  ilid  was  to 
campaign  interminably  under  tuwu-ueetiog  inspira- 
tion. 

As  regards  the  actual  money  coniributioos  of 
Braintree  to  the  war  of  InJepondetice,  tlie  records  are 
pnirgci?five,  but  exa«peratingly  vague.  They  are  full  of 
votes  alluding  to  reports  and  statements  at  the  Ume 
made,  hut  since  loat.  There  an  aimoat  no  «ia«t  fig- 
ures. Even  when  supplemented  by  the  State  archives 
ihev  fail  to  piece  out  tlie  story.  One  thing  is  appa- 
rent :  the  zeal  of  the  early  1775  soon  vanished.  Not 
only  ie  the  years  which  followed  could  few  reemlia 
be  obtained  fVom  among  the  townsmen,  but  th<y 
would  not  submit  to  a  draft.  In  September,  1777, 
and  again  in  Juno,  17Sn,  the  Braintree  town-roe«Ung 
formally  voted  to  indemnity  tbe  militia  officers  for 
any  fine  they  might  incur  bj  onttUng  to  dmit  men 
when  required  ao  to  do  by  the  General  Court.  Commits 
tee  after  committee  wa.s  then  appointed  to  fill  up  the 
quota  by  going  out  *o  bunt  up  men  in  other  town*. 
The  inhabitants  were  tinally  divided  into  classes,  and 
each  claaa  waa  ealled  upon  to  aomewhere  aee«fe  its 
reomita.  The  pooreat  and  wont  material  in  the  eem- 
munity  was  thus  collected  together  and  swept  into 
the  ranks.  A  large  portion  of  the  heroes  of  '76  were 
men  of  this  stamp.  In  1781,  for  instance,  Capu 
Joaeph  Baxter,  one  of  tbe  town  reemiting  oomnuttse^ 
bad  a  long  wrangle  wiiih  the  adectmen  of  Boston  over 
a  wretched  bounty  jumper  named  Williams.  Both 
parties  claimed  him  one  (if  their  quota.  Tho  Bos- 
ton agents  had  given  him  fifteen  guineas,  and  Capt. 
Baxter  waa  drove  to  the  ntmoet  extremity  to  prave 
the  justness  of  his  claim  to  said  Williams,  but  finally 
obtained  bim."  The  reeordsof  the  year  1780  indicate 
the  must  severe  Stress.  They  read  as  follows,  the 
meeting  being  held  in  the  Middle  Precinct  meeting- 
honae  on  the  27th  of  June^   The  motion  waa 

*'Tu  mak«  an  offer  to  inch  p«rcon*  ta  will  engage  to  goiata 
the  iorvicv. 

*'  Aiter  a  eon»idtrabl«  debate  oo  UMinaUar,  it  waa 

-  Voted,  To  gira  mA  smb  Oae  Tbsuaad  Mian  ts  a 
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B«uDtjr,  alM  Half  •  Bathal  of  Curn  for  Every  h»j  from  tba 
Time  U>«;  nitroli  to  (b«  tin*  iitj  f  diMfa«rged  or  Imt*  tb« 
mrmj :  mid  fttto  htUt  m  bwKal  of  Ovm  for  ererr  Twenty  niilM 

theT  ^hitll  Vie  fp'in  hiiinf-  wlicii  ■iisclmr^tvl  ;  mul  nl^io 

"  Voud,  That  the  (own  will  pay  thoin  tUc  forty  ahilliDgt  p«r  j 
iBMth  iiNOlMd  hf  tb*  BUkMs  ill  bftrd  immm^,  U  thm  Midlan  mi-  | 
able  the  tiwn  to  Receive  thn  FftM  -lo'  from  thp  State.    Unlc«t  it  I 

will  Wt  flit''  thr  siil'iicr*  t<j  Ilecoive  it  Irvw  the  State  them - 
••Iti-*. 

"  Voitdf  The  Selectmui  iboakl  (ivo  Hcourity  to  tiM  pmon* 
ihat  than  mgage  purwuKt  l«  tb*  ftetegoing  rote;  ud  alM  th« 
Selectmen  Procure  th«  CorK  »t  B*mat,  Ml4  StOMltlbrth* 
ni«ii  until  tbqr  retarn. 

"  GcBval  Mbst  goierovftj  Into  t1i«  baodt  «f  tb«  nwd- 
eralur  Onu  Tlmu^jniil  aiiJ  Eif^htj  Diilliir?,  tu  t.f  CMpmllv  ilirided 
kmoog  the  tbirty-«ix  men  that  shall  firist  engage  in  the  »ix 
aontht'  Mrrioft  M  »  HMnforMiuikt  to  tiM  CtoBtlonite]  Amy. 
For  which  the  thanlcs  of  the  Town  were  voted  him. 

"The  Family*  of  «aeh  men  **  «ball  engage  for  the  Term  of 
•iz  month*  «ball  be  lupply'd  by  the  Selectmen  with  Corn, 
wood,  or  ■ocii  otb«r  artielee  m  tb^  atMd  la  nood  of,  which  ia 
to  bo  ofaaifid  Olid  JMaatad  Cnm  iho  ol  that  percon, 
wUob  ii  to  bo  pold  bin  in  Oon  upom  bio  Bctaning  hoanow" 

At  an  adioimied  meetiiig  hd^  tbe  next  day  it  was 

Auther  voted  to  exempt  from  tax  all  notc.^  issued  hy 
the  town  for  money  loaned  it  to  procura  men.  Two 
days  later  the  town  again  met,  and  then 

"  Tho  CoDiailtao  Boported  that  tbo;  bod  Inliotod  thir^-OM 
ntoB,  ind  tbot  tboro  woo  o  prospect  of  Inltitlof  lb*  ottor  It* 

men  whioh  i<  wanting  to  complete  the  fint  36  men  OOUod  for, 
and  likowito  »  part  or  oil  tbo  oino  nen  Required. 
"Gooerol  Polaor  gononnwtynade  tbo  wmo  oflor  to  tbo  vino 

men  fii  \ic  ilii!  t-i  the       men,-  -t1i;it  n.i-  (lilrtv  ili/lljir*  eoob; 
for  which  the  Tluinki  of  i\iv  Town  «**  tigaiu  V'ole'l  tiiin." 

At  an  a4i<><>"'i^  meetiog,  bdd  on  the  6tb  of  Jtiljr, 

it  vim, 

"oftor  a  Long  Debate,  Voted  that  tbo  offioer*'  paj,  inolading 
tboSlato'i  pay.  be  made  equal  to  a  Privato.'* 

At  anotlier  adjouri)oil  meeting  on  the  10th, 

"  the  VutM  that  waa  paat  on  that  day  (itbj  ConoerDiDg  the 
oMooft*  pajr  being  all  ditaoaal'd  and  void,  Vpt«d,  To  give 

each  officer  that  Khali  (»'>  fmm  tliii'  Town  Tor  llie  ttrr*'<'  iiinnthf' 
wrviee  Four  Hundred  Dollurs,  being  the  lame  »am  as  wn« 
tmttd  the  toldiers  aa  a  Bounty  ;  also  Voted  tbo  Oftoors  the  samo 
pay  from  tbo  town,  Kxclnsive  of  their  other  pay,  aa  the  Soldiers 
►ooalvo.   Cap.  Newcomb  appeared  to  go  upon  the  ciicourage- 


Th*  calls  Jbr  n«D  wen  ineeesknt  nnttl  1782.  A 

new  crop  of  fighting  material  had  then  matured,  for 
the  hoy  not  yet  twelve  when  the  skirmish  at  Concord 
bridge  took  place  was  eigbteca  at  the  sarreoder  of 
Tovktmra.  Btttmen  1775  end  1782,  es  aeexly 
ma  DOW  be  eetimeteJ,  BtnintiM  eent  iDto  the  field 
ahout  550  men,  enlisted  for  periods  of  six  months  or 
over.  The  nnmh»^r  of  men.  as  well  a."  the  lont;tli  of 
eoliBtmeot,  varied  with  the  different  years.  In  1775, 
Iw  tulMMe,  bendes  iniKdn  to  guard  the  eoeat,  the 


town  lent  not  leee  then  160  men,  enlisted  to  the  «lose 

of  the  year,  into  Washington's  army  about  Boston.  In 
177G  about  120  men  were  furnished.  In  1777  some 
seventy  were  enlisted  iur  three  years.  Id  do  year  were 
leas  than  forty  sent,  except  in  1781,  when  the  enlist* 
menl  appcan  to  have  heeo  for  fonr  months  «q1j.  Under 
tlii^  system  the  satne  men  in  the  course  of  a  seven- 
years"  war  may  have  enlisted  several  time?.  It  is  im- 
possible, therefore,  to  even  estimate  the  portion  of 
BnuDtree's  6S0  anne-beariog  men  who  actually  served 
in  the  ContineDtal  army,  though  it  is  probably  safe  to 
say  that  the  uutuber  did  not  fall  below  300.  For 
shorter  tenus  and  in  the  militia  every  man  in  town 
capable  of  bearing  them  bore  arms.  The  average 
force  of  GonliDentala  whidi  the  (own  kept  in  thn 
field  would  seem  to  have  beeo  about  seventy  men. 
There  is  no  record  of  the  tiuuiber  of  those  who 
were  wounded,  or  who  died  in  battle  or  id  camp. 
Neither  do  the  figtfres  which  bare  been  given 
indnde  ihoee  who  served  on  tho  aea.  Indeed,  it 
i.s  noly  through  incidental  mention  in  the  letters  of 
Mrs.  Adams  that  wc  even  know  that  privateering 
was  ail  the  rage  among  the  young  men  of  Braintree. 
Yet  not  only  did  sho  so  dcserihe  it  in  1776^  bnt  five 
yean  later,  in  Deeemher,  1781,  shn  sent  to  her  hns> 
band  at  the  Hague  the  names  of  no  less  than  twelve 
Braintrce  boys  captured  in  the  British  Channel  on 
tbe  privateer  "  Essex,"  from  8alem,  and  then  ooo- 
fined  in  Flyniootb  jail.  "  Ned  SavU,**  "  Job  Field,'' 
and  **  Josiah  Baas"  were  unmistakable  North  Ptcdoet 
names,  and  doubtless  many  seore  of  others  saw  service 
in  this  .<«ame  way.  Nor  was  if  a  service  lightly  to  be 
spukeu  of.  The  supplies  and  uiuuiiiuus  of  war  picked 
op  by  the  Taakee  privateers  went  &r  toward  kw^ 
iii^'  Wa^^^hington's  army  in  the  Add. 

So  far,  therefore,  a??  men  w^re  e'>nceriie<i,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  Kevolutiouary  land  and  liea  service 
combined  kept  at  least  a  fourth  part  of  the  efiuctive 
anns^besiing  foree  of  Braintree  continually  employed 
from  1775  to  1782.  They  were  drawn  away  from  all 
peaceful  occupations,  ami.  in  plaee  of  being  producers, 
they  became  consumers.  What  the  consumption  of 
tbe  war  amounted  to  now  remains  to  be  ouosidered. 
During  the  three  years  prior  to  Lexington  and  Con> 
cord— that  is,  between  1772  and  1774 — Braintree 
raised  annually  by  taxation  the  sum  of  £150  pro- 
vincial money,  or  S5UU,  to  meet  current  town  ex- 
penses ;  the  prednet  or  dinreh  levy  bdng  a  distinct 
obarg^.  In  1776  tbn  sum  of  £1176  was  raised  under 
three  separate  votes.  This,  too,  was  in  hard  money, 
for  even  as  late  as  December  of  that  yenr  silver  was 
but  ten  per  oent.  premium.  The  next  year  the 
anHKmt  raised  was  £1600.  Indian  corn  was  still 
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only  five  shillingft  a  ln>^^lH■l,  its  onlitKiry  price  bciug  | 
four  sliilliiij^s ;  but  r)e  had  doubled,  selling  for  twelve 
shitliiigs,  wliile  ruui  had  guiie  up  from  three  to  eight 
shiUiogti,  aud  molasses  ytsm  not  to  be  had.    lo  May,  ^ 
1778,  the  son  of  £4000  was  ordered  to  be  MMMed  | 
immediatelj,  for  in  April  :i  rt<qui»ition  in  kind  of 
shiriA,  Hhues,  and  stockings  had  been  niadt-  on  tlir 
town.    A  Himilar  re«|nit»ition  for  blankets  Imd  been 
made  ia  January,  1777.    In  June,  1779,  another 
reqnintion  of  abirts,  slioea,  and  stockinp  was  made,  | 
the  town  to  Atnbh  '*a  oitmbii  of  these  articles 
equal  to  one-8eventli  Part  of  flie  Male  Tnhabitantt 
above  the  Age  of  sixteen  years:"  Irooi  which  pos- 
nbly  it  might  be  infened  that  Bnintrae  then  had 
aome  ninety  men  in  eenriee.   In  January  the  aeieet- 
mcn  bad  been  ordered  to  procure  one  thoaaand  | 
buftlie!?*  of  jjrain  for  the  (own,  and  in  November  a 
levy  of  JttiUUU  was  voted  "  toward  defraying  the 
ohai|p»  of  the  aame."   The  tairencty  waa  now  ftat 
losing  ita  Talae,-~hov  fiat  may  be  iofened  from  the  | 
fact  that  in  place  of  the  former  allowance  of  two 
pence  a  hcafl  for  kinin«r  old  blackbirds,  in  May, 
1780,  the  Hum  ot  thirty  shiilinga  was  voted,  while 
the  tbreo  ahilHngp  a  day  fiir  hhor  on  the  highways  : 
beoame  seren  poonda  ten  shiilinga.  Indeed,  there 
were  no  longer  any  quotabli'  |irieps     Calico  was  from 
tliirt y  lo  forty  dollars  per  yard,  riioIa«sps  twenty  dol- 
lars a  gallon,  sugar  four  doliant  a  pound.    In  May,  . 
1780,  the  seleetmen  were  ordered  to  secure  eom,  | 
m  as  to  be  prepanxl  to  give  those  who  enlit>ted  half 
a  bushel  of  it  a  day  instead  of  money.    In  July  a 
requisition  cnmc  for  jsbirts,  shoes,  stockings,  and  blan- 
kets, and  another  fur  horuesj  in  September  a  third 
for  23,400  pounds  of  beeT,  and  in  Deoember  yet  a  | 
fourth  fur  44,933  additional  pounds  of  beef.  In 
Aueift  it  wns  voted  to  raise  £\20J)(ii).  and  iti  Octo- 
ber £60,000  more.    At  the  same  time  the  selectmen 
were  directed  to**  wait  oo  Col.  Quincy  and  know  of  him 
whether  he  will  lend  the  Town  a  sum  of  hard  money."  ' 
He  apparently  did  ^o ;  though  exactly  how  it  was  I 
used  or  wbat  becaiin»  of  if  wns  subsequently  a  matter 
of  curious  inquiry  and  repeats  J  invesUgation. 

Bot  the  paper  money  delusion  was  now  over. 
The  issues  were  discredited,  sod  but  half  of  the 
£200.000  asseaswent  of  1780  was  ever  edleeted.  , 
In  17^1   tlio  sum  of  £1400  in  sprrio  wh«  raised, 
and  tin-  town  as  usual  waa  called  on  tor  beef  and 
clothing  in  kind.  In  1782  only  £700  were  tweed,  [ 
but  the  requisitions  for  men  and  supplies  still  came  i 
in.    In  March,  1783,  the  old  record-book,  wlnrh  liad 
served  for  fif>ytwo  years,  was  full,  and  when  he 
bought  a  new  one  the  town  clerk  noted  on  its  first 
pi^  that  its  price  was  "  VUb  Silver  DoUais." 


Id  view  of  these  requiutiona  b  kind,  and  the 

utter  confusion  of  the  currency,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  what  the  real  tnnnoy  cofsf  of  the  Kevolufion  was. 
When  peace  at  la»t  cauie  Braiutroe  was  heavily  in 
debt.  But  iia  notea  had  ahared  the  fhte  of  the  paper 
curreoeiea  in  which  they  were  payable.  Some  of 
tbem  were  paid ;  some  were  rompromi-ied ;  <tome 
were  repudiated.  The  annual  tax  levy,  which  be- 
fore the  war  was  only  £150,  after  it  beeame  £1000. 
The  cases  of  individusl  hardship  must  have  been 
many.  Fortunately  there  were  in  those  days  few 
who  livc-d  on  fi.x'il  inodmes.  Indeed,  the  ininiste'r 
was  almost  the  only  such  person  who  oould  be  sug- 
gested. All  others  were  dependent  on  their  labor 
or  the  produce  of  their  fields.  Taxea  and  the  in- 
creased price  of  labor  more  than  used  up  the  whek 
profits  of  industry.  During  the  entire  Revolutionary 
period  the  people  were  eatiag  into  their  accumulated 
Bubatanoe.  Braintree,  it  has  been  seen,  kept  an 
average  of  aeventy  gaen  in  the  Oootineatel  army, 
besides  militia,  and  practically,  of  course,  had  to 
pay  and  supply  them.  This  could  not  hnve  been 
done  at  less  than  three  ehilliogs  per  day  for  each 
man.  Oonaequeutly,  at  the  loweat  compvtatUm,  the 
war  of  independence  could  not  have  cost  the  in- 
habitants of  Braintree  less  than  $100,000  in  money. 
It  has  beon  *een  that  $100,000  was  probably  equiva- 
lent to  at  leatst  one-fourth  part  of  the  entire  accumu- 
lation since  the  aettlement  of  the  town.  That  ooe> 
fourth  part  of  the  whole mbatanoe  of  the  community 
.•iliotild  have  been  thus  consumed  ifi  distant  niilitarv 
operations  scenjs  ineretlihle ;  and  the  statement  of 
the  fact  should  ctusc  in  subsequent  generatioDS  a 
realising  sense  of  the  obstinate  spirit  of  indepeadenos 
which  nerved  the  patriot  side.  In  1786  the  popul^ 
tion  was  not  yet  so  largo  as  it  had  been  ten  years 
before,  in  177(1,  and  a  long  period  of  terrible  de- 
pression followed  the  return  of  peaoe.  The  streas 
had  indeed  been  great  and  the  loaa  of  men  and 
meaoa  oppressive-,  but  none  the  lem  Braintree  had 
been  furtunute, — the  war  had  never  once  oroased  the 
boundary  of  the  town. 

The  military  oootributbn  of  Braintree  to  the  war 
of  independence  waa  limited  to  men  and  suppKen 
She  furnished  no  officer  who  rose  to  high  command, 
or  evinced  mnrkpd  soldierly  qualitiw.  I>eaw»n 
Joseph  Paiuicr  waa  oommissioDed  brigadier-gooeral, 
but,  though  a  nan  of  aetdve  nature  and  IVill  of  «M> 
prise  of  a  certain  sort,  Palmer  was  then  rixty  yean 
of  age.  His  campaigning  days  were  past.  Full  ef 
zeat.  h*'  wa.H  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  sabseqnently  verr 
active  during  the  siege  of  Boston,  but  bis  largest 
ezpcrienee  was  as  commander  of  the 
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eMdageDl  id  tli«  vnfoitvntte  "  aeerat  «ipedition"  of 

Sqitember,  1777,  planned  to  drive  the  British  from 
Rhode  Wuiid.  1 1  is  claimed  that  the  wrelched  failure 
of  the  expedition  was  not  to  be  laid  at  Creo.  Puluier's 
door;  but  Mm.  Adam  oonld  dm  reftdn  from  saying 
h  ft  lotter  to  W  ItwbMd,'— I  know  yon  will  be 
noitified,  hut  if  you  want  jour  amis  crowned  with 
victorr.  ym  -^hiiuld  not  appoint  what  Qeo.  Gates 
caiis  dreaming  (ieacons  to  oooduct  them." 

During  the  later  yw  of  tbe  atruggte  Jobn 
Adams  was  absent  from  tbe  ooaotiy.  In  November, 
1777,  he  had  come  home  and  then,  while  still  at 
Broinlree,  been  soWt*^!  to  reprpwent  the  Cnncrress  in 
Europe.  All  arrangements  having  been  made,  the 
firtgate  *'  Beaton"  reported  io  Boston  HariMr  to  cany 
him  abroad,  and  in  February  it  lay  at  anchor  in 
Nanlasket  Roads.  On  tlie  uiomiii^'  of  tlie  13th,  Mr. 
Adams  left  hi«  houst?  ut  I'eiurs  Hill,  and  accom- 
panied by  his  sou  John  Quiucy,  uuw  a  i>uy  of  ten, 
dfore  down  to  Norton  Qatocy's,  at  Nonot  Wol- 
laiton,  on  the  Genaantown  road.  His  wife  'M 
Dot  acrtimpany  hira  :  mn?t  probahly  .«li<>  did  not  feel 
equal  to  so  doinj;.  Hardly  had  he  got  to  Norton 
Quiocy's  when  a  boat  from  the  frigate  pulled  up 
t»  tbe  beacb.  In  it  waa  Captain  Tncker,  of  the 
"Boston."  Coming  up  to  the  liousc  lia  joined  Mr. 
Adams,  who.  after  wriiinj;  u  few  liur:ii-<l  lines  to  h]s 
wife,  walked  down  to  the  shore,  and,  bidding  good-by 
to  Nrnton  Qniney,  tbe  party  was  rowed  across  the 
bay  to  tbe  fiig^te.  As  the  fktber  and  the  jonng  lad 
drew  away  from  the  familiar  land,  tbej  could  not  bat 
have  cnst  homesick  filuicts  back  to  it ;  for  it  wa.«  roid- 
wioter,  and  the  British  were  masters  of  the  aca.  But 
"Johnny,"  bia  father  wrote,  behaved  "like  amen/* 

Mr.  Adama  returned  home  the  next  year,  nsaehing 
Braintree  on  tbe  LM  of  September.  A.  later  a 
towD-meeting  was  held  for  the  piirpmc.  nmon*?  otht-r 
things,  of  choosing  delegates  to  the  convention  which 
waa  to  meet  at  Cambridge,  on  the  lat  of  September,  for 
tbe  pnrpoae  of  framing  a  State  Conatitntiwi.  It  waa 
voted  to  send  only  one  delegate,  and  "  the  Honbte. 
John  Adami4,  Ewq.,  wa«  ctmscn  for  (lint  purpose." 
While  yet  engaged  in  the  work  of  drafiiug  the  (jon- 
BtitQtton  Mr.  Adams  waa  again  aent  abroad,  and  left 
Braintree  on  the  13th  of  November,  On  tbe  22d  of 
flic  following  May  "  the  freeholders  and  other  inhab- 
itani.x  of  Braintree  qna1i6<Hl  to  vote  in  tlic  clioiee 
of  a  li«preseatative  ' — so  the  record  ran — met  in 
the  Middb  Preeinet  meeting-honae  and  made  ohoioe 
of  Richard  branch  to  the  General  Court ;  at  tbe  same 
time  ■  ihe  male  Inhabitants  of  «aid  Town  of  the  ncrc 
of  Twenty-one  Yearn  ami  upwards"  were  assembled 
to  consider  of  tbe  form  of  governinuni  agreed  ou  by 


the  eoovention.  "  The  Form  being  Bead,  The  Town 

thoaght  proper  to  cboosc  u  Committee  to  take  the 
same  under  considomtion  and  K«port  upon  the  ad- 
journment." A  committee  of  fifteen  was  accordingly 
selected,  with  Gen.  Fklmer  at  ita  head.  Thh  wo  by 
no  meana  the  b&t  time  in  neent  yean  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Braintree  had  met  to  consider  questions 
of  fundamental  law.  And,  indeed,  nnthintr  could  be 
mote  characteristic  than  the  furuiul  and  deliberate 
manner  in  whieh  the^  uniformly  approaebed  the  sub- 
ject. They  seemed  fully  impressed  with  its  import, 
ance.  In  Fehruarv,  1778,  the  ArticL's  of  C(uife<lcrn- 
tion  and  Perpetual  Union  then  dniwn  up  by  tbe 
Continental  Congress  had  beeu  submitted.  The 
Braintree  record  atatea  that  in  tbe  town-meeting  theaa 
articles  were  "distinctly  and  BqM»tedIy  read  and 
maturely  considered."  Tlicy  were  approved  except  in 
one  point.  The  action  of  the  town  upon  this  was 
signiiieant,  as  showing  bow  jealous  tbe  ordinary  New 
Bnglander  waa  of  hia  looal  independenoe,  and  what  a 
vDst  educational  work  then  remained  to  be  done  bo> 
fore  a  stable  Fcdi-ral  Constitution  hod  any  chance  of 
adoption.  It  whs  provided  in  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation that  Congress  should  have  tbe  sole  and 
eBclndve  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peaoe  or 
war."  For  this  necessary  provision  the  town  of  Bruin- 
tree  formal!}'  submitted  the  follnwinf;  absurd  substi- 
tute :  The  Uuited  Sutes  in  Congress  Assembled 
shall  first  obtain  tbe  approbation  of  the  LegialatiTe 
Body  of  each  of  the  United  Statea,  or  tha  major  put 
of  them,  befbre  they  ahall  determine  on  peaee  or 
war. 

At  this  same  time  tlie  Gtiuural  Court  submitted  a 
draft  of  a  State  Conatitution  which  had  been  prepared 
by  it  for  approval  by  the  people.  It  was  considered 
in  a  Braintree  town-meeting  held  on  the  13th  of 
April.  Ilaving  been  read,  it  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  fifteen  U)  uke  the  same  "  under  Consider- 
ation and  Report  upon  the  adjournment.**  Capt. 
Peter  B.  Adams,  ayonnger  brother  of  John,  was 
chairman  of  this  committee.  A  month  later  it  re- 
ported that  those  composing  it  "  did  not  approve"  of 
the  propuircd  government,  and  ''it  being  put  to  tbe 
members  present,  thirteen  vraa  in  favor  of  the  form, 
aeventy-four  against  it." 

Gen.  Palmer's  committee  had  the  Constitution  of 
17S0  under  consideration  for  two  weeks.  It  then  re- 
ported "  sum  alterations  and  amendments,  which  being 
read  to  the  Town  waa  Voted  and  asoepted."  Oen. 
Palmer  waa  then  ehoaen  a  dele^te,  in  plaee  of  John 

Aflame,  to  attend  the  canvenfion  which  wsls  to  perff»et 
the  drai).  The  hrst  election  under  the  Constitution 
was  held  on  i  he  4th  of  tbe  following  September,  and 
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in  Bniatrae  106  Tot«§  were  cast  Ibr  Gorernor,  of 

which  John  Hancock  received  95,  and  Jauic«  Bow- 
doiu  1 1 .  Riclinrd  Oraucb  was  four  week?  later  chosen 
the  first  reprcseuutive.  The  f'oliowing  jeur  onlj  62 
▼otCB  were  oast,  and  in  1782  only  94.  In  the  list' 
named  year  the  vote  between  Hancock  and  Bowdoin 
was  a  tie;  but  in  I7R3.  BtiDjamio  Lincoln  received 


DStanl  day  out  of  fev«n  for  bimaclf,  which  (acoording  to  tb* 
■Mnd  SariptttMfcsnd  thm  confMion  of  lb*  nott  LcaraMi  p»rta< 
tin  world)  oomiatt  of  twoDtjT'feor  hoara,  whoroln  all  our  wan- 

Inr  coiiii-iii  ns  (ni^-ht  in  ilm  riu>'l  ilcjciit  :iti'l  dfvuut  iu»tiri>-r 
folded  up  to  give  way  to  the  more  important  Berrioe  of  diviM 
wonhip  aad  adoiatioB,  sad  alt  oar  Law*  aad  ooaoelM  «f  (btafs 

oujjht  tubo  regulatoil  by  sorlpturo  i«nrl  not  lic^ordiag  to  tba  PLil- 
otipby  of  (be  heathen  ot  tbu  sujicrsliciou"  opinions  ut  trnditionj 
of  man,  nod  whOB  the  Law«  of  anjr  Kingdom  or  Stale  co-op«n«tf 


87  vote^  to  11  ca>t  fur  Uam  ock.    The  war  was  now  i  with  aad  araatrcMble  loiboComDaadior  tbosr«at  Law  gif«r, 
over,  and  the  people  of  Brainiree,  in  couiuon  with  the 
rest  of  the  State,  were  feeling  the  liill  effeeta  of  the 

reaction  wliich  followed  it.  There  had  been  a  com- 
plete finiincia!  coUapae  ;  busiucs-s  aixl  eiitiirjirlse  were 
dead,  and  labor  was  in  comparutivcly  little  demand. 
The  utmost  discontent  prcTailcd,  and  an  inferior  set 
of  political  leaders  made  their  appearaaea.  It  was  the 
time  which  preceded  Shay's  insurrection.  Vet,  bo 
far  as  the  record  shows,  the  town  of  Braintree  had 
now  fitlien  back  into  the  old  accustomed  ways.  The 
regular  towo-meetiug  was  held,  and  the  usual  action 


th«B  Bod  only  thta  may  raeh  oommaaolaM  oxpoct  to  enjoy  di- 
vine f8Voar«  nnd  hlenslngt,  prosperity  in  this  and  eternal  bap- 
ptneM  ID  a  faturo  alato  of  exiataooo;  yoar  CoaimUtceaaluiowU 
edg«  It  was  tnrprttetair  totbafflthat  oar  bononiabl*  Conrt  ilioaM 

II I  this  riiiy  ^» lit' II  n  (■  iirr  j list  ntll<•^^;i nj;  rrnin  thr  h'>r n>i  s  of  »  rm ■«; 
barbarous  and  unparraled  war  ourttiil  a  part  of  tbo  forth  Com- 
maadmaat  bj  tolaraUng  aaanbar  ooaoania  or  aarvila  Labaar  t* 
b«  carried  on  »\x  honrt  of  the  »»mo  to  the  great  diatarbaace  ftf 
ervry  sober  and  Con8viencioui<  Person  in  tbi«  State  for  no  other 
Ilea»on«  milh  the  Hoaoaiabla  Court  than  that  because  their 
•ra  dafliaat  oplnUma  amoni;  the  sobar  and  Coaaeiraeioaa  Par- 
aooa  of  tba  aaaia  Ooaoeriiiog  tite  ooaiaaBoaaaaot  af  tha  aahatt 
and  iMt  they  shoald  bo  thvagbt  to  lay  aaaaiaiaarj  raatrialiaaa 
on  the  rahioat. 


taken  at  it.   The  great  qoeation  of  the  day  related  to  |    "  a  var^  dondar  axania  tadaad  to  whoai  oegbt  wo  to 


finances.  They  were  in  extreme  confusion.  The 
▼aluatton  for  work  done  on  the  hii;liways  hsid  fallt'ti 
from  £7  10*.  a  day  io  1780  to  three  shillings  now, 
and  in  the  eoUeotion  of  taxea  a  doUar  in  allvw  was 
ordered  to  he  accepted  b  lien  of  $120  in  ContionDtal 
currency.  The  schools  had  been  reopened,  and 
thou'^h  the  Committee  of  Safety  was  still  in  existence, 
its  work  bad  ceased.  But  there  was  one  subject,  be- 
sidea  the  town  debt*  and  the  badoeaa  of  the  times, 
whieh  now  worried  Bndntree.  The  General  Gourt 
had  passed  an  act  determining  the  le^al  limits  of  the 
Sabbath.  Accnrdiniily  the  warrant  for  the  March 
meeting  of  178^  contained  an  article  that  the  town 
may  adviae  thereon  and  aet  aa  they  ahali  think  meet 
a^peeable  to  the  Sacred  Law  of  God.'*  When  the 
meeting  had  assembled,  Deacon  Holbrook,  of  the  Mid- 
dle Precinct,  wa.*i  t-hosen  moderator,  and  a  vote  wns 
IMSsed  "  that  it  should  be  deemed  a  disorder  for  any 
peraoo  to  go  upon  the  aeata  in  the  meeting-hoitte  with 
their  feet."  Finally  the  artide  relatingto  the  Lord's 
Day  was  reforred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  of  which 
Joshua  Hayward  was  cliairinan.  The  report  of  this 
committee  was  presetiled  at  mu  adjourned  meeting,  and, 
after  two  readiogi,  was  aeoepted  and  apprcrred.  No  ' 
eactract  can  do  joaliee  to  it.  As  the  criticism  of  a 
town  mertin^  upon  a  solonn  legialativc  aot,  it  is 
unique  and  characteristic : 

"That  it  it  the  hnoibla  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  a  j 
atiiat  aad  religiotti  obaarratioa  of  tba  Lord's  day  la  oaa  af  tbo 

gr^iitf>f  onracteri«tickii  of  a  Christian  People,  that  the  iDpremo 
loonarcli  uf  the  Universe  hath  an  inilii<putable  Right  to  ordain  > 
I<aw*  binding  all  hi^  rational  beings  in  an  abiolute  Sovereign 
maaaar,  that  thto  Oraat  Qoraraor  of  tha  world  hath  ravaalad  to 
mtn,  thai  ha  bath  Mdo  a  apNial  B«ervatfen  of  oaa  arhalo 


to  fhi»  Grent  f luvrrrior  of  the  worlil  or  to  the  Voicf  of  ftie  sotx?,' 
and  eoufcieoeious  People,  a  feuimilar  eicu«e  once  waa  gireohy 
a  Kti^  af  QodS  aaliaal  Paopio  flir  hia  ditobedienee  of  a  apeeial 
oommand  beoaaee  he  fetu'od  the  people  hut  tbv  tn«pirod  Profit* 
Introgatire  waa  hath  the  Lord  aa  great  dilght  in  burn  oSeringi 
and  sacrifice  hi  in  obeying  the  Voiee  of  the  Lord  behold  to  obey 
it  battffir  tbaa  ■aerihoe  aod  to  baarhaa  thaa  tbo  fist  of  Raaba. 
Wo  eaaaot  eoneaf  ra  that  tbo  dtlWroaoo  of  oplaloa  or  tba  ftar  of 
t!ie  Pf  ijili-  ruiirlit  tn  '.'aiisci  iiti  »bi>litii.in  <:>rt!i:it  sacred  eomniani 
ye  fourth  Commandment  but  that  it  ought  to  havo  it  dao  oitoat 
at  oaa  aad  «r  tbo  otbor,  parbapa  ia  aoata  fatara  day  Ibia  aobir 
and  Confcienoious  party  may  rnjuent  an  dtlier  [.art  uf  .'ii  boart 
more  tu  be  abolished  nnd  so  on.  uutill  tlmt  (irejil  aud  uioet  In- 
teresting <'uinin:uiii  beoomes  null  and  void,  not  by  the  tradlttMS 
of  men,  but  by  the  Law  of  the  Slate,  to  draw  to  a  olowRlaaaaoa* 
oIm  a  manner  aa  a  thing  of  so  groat  weight  and  Importaaeawil 
admit  of  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  u  Remonslran?*  be 
praferrod  to  tbo  aforaaaid  boaoarabia  (}oart  whoa  naianibtai 
that  tbara  aiay  bo  a  ravldoa  of  aad  amendaioBt  of  tba  abof* 
oiled  Law  that  tlicir  be  no  part  uf  tbe  fnuilh  Ctinimtindmeot 
aholiahod  by  Law  but  that  it  may  hare  its  full  extent  aa  i«- 
traalad  to  as  in  tba  Saavad  SerfptaMt  ibat  (boralby  tba  Btaalagi 

of  him  who  bath  ever  held  an  holy  jealousy  over  his  Sabatli 
may  deoeud  on  this  Continent  and  on  every  Stale  of  the  aamc 
la  thaaiaaara  wlsb  of  yaar  Coanatttaa." 

The  next  furuiai  iujitructions  approved  by  the  town 
were  three  years  later,  when,  in  tha  anninier  of  1786, 
the  State  waa  scathing  with  that  a|urit  of  dtaoootent 
which  a  few  months  afterwarda  enlminated  in  Shay's 

rc^ii'llloii. 

i  Iktu  can  be  no  question  that  individually  the 
people  of  Braintree  then  felt  Toiy  poor.   Thoaa  who 
I  could  had  horrowed  at  nsnrioua  interest  to  pay  tua^ 

and  now  no  one  had  any  ready  money.    The  town 
debt  apparently  wa.s  not  lar^e.    A  few  thousand 
.  dollars  in  hard  money  would  have  discharged  the 
i  whole  of  it  There  waa,  for  instaae^  as  amoant  of 
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£150  dm  to  the  ctUto  of  Col.  Qoioejr,  whiefa  no 
•long  for  sixteen  years,  from  177&  to  1791.  There 

was  another  nf  CSt  Juo  to  Capt.  John  Vinton, 
which  was  adjasted,  in  1786,  only  after  "extra- 
ordinary traable  and  expoosc."  Aoother  ootf  of 
£84  wu  in  tho  hoods  of  Deooon  Hooao  Fkeooh. 
lo  1791  the  treunrer  was  aothorizcd  to  borrow  a 
sum  not  exceeding  two  luirrlv  d  ponnds  for  tin*  pur- 
pose of  dischargiog  the  town  debts.  Each  of  these 
warn  att«Mkd  with  mabh  yvemI^mm  liti- 
The  leoden  had  fint  takon  tho  adeot- 
naen's  security  for  tho  rqwyment  of  their  loann,  and 
afterwards  time-notes  of  the  town  trcasnrer.  The 
currency  had  then  depreciated.  The  collcoton  had 
boeu  unable  to  get  tho  taxes  in,  and  had  defaultod. 
One  owed  the  towB  a  hafauioe  of  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fii\y  pounds.  This  was  in  1785.  Again,  in 
1791,  John  Vinton,  as  one  of  the  bondsmen  of  Gains 
Thayer,  then  collector,  came  forward  in  town-oieeting 
aod  aanonooed  Ibal  Thayer  waa  likely  to  fall  ahort  io 
hii  payaaenta,  and  he  was  then  in  tfae  hando  of  an 
officer  on  two  exceuiiuns  issued  liy  tho  town  treas- 
urer; and  the  town  ifi  reupon  voted  th:il  tin."  assessors 
should  "  eunsuk  uuy  gentleman  learued  iu  the  law 
respecting  the  aforesaid  difBenlty/*  Under  theso 
circumstances  Braintree  seeno  to  have  shared  to  the 
full  in  ilic  fieiicral  dl.«cnntent,  and  in  May.  '17?6, 
ultt  r  cliuusing  its  rcprfsentative,  a  committee  of  nine 
was  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  him.  This 
eoatnitteo  wao  farther  directed  to  pveeent  theoe  in- 
atntetions  to  the  town  "  for  their  appvohatton  pre- 
vious to  thoir  heiricr  delivered  to  tho  representative." 
Accurdia<;ly,  at  the  adjourned  meeting  three  weeks 
later  the  instructions  were  anbmitted,  and,  in  the 
worda  of  the  record,  '*were  debated  npon  lantill  it 
was  daric  in  the  house,  and  the  inhabitants  Dispersed 
without  pnffitiw  any  Vote  whatever."  Ten  days 
later  a  special  town-meeting  waa  summoned  to  further 
conaider  the  hwtrvetiona,  and  a  now  ooamitteo  of 
in  waa  a|>pMBted.  The  town  waa  now  clearly  bent 
on  aetion,  for  it  gave  its  committee  thirty  minutes 
onlv  in  which  to  ciHisider  ihe  i^uhiect.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  the  uiuderalor  called  the  meeting  to 
order,  and  the  eominittee  anhmitted  ita  report  Tho 
town's  repreMotativo  waa  tborenpon  inatmoted  to  oaa 
hia  eIRwta  to  aooan  the  fbllowiog  reanlts: 

1^1.  To  rtrtjovp  the  Court  from  Bo«l«B« 

2dl/.  Tu  Tax  ail  PnbUe  8««ttritiM. 

Uljr.  To  Tax  iBttii«7  on  hand  and  oa  TotarfNit. 

4thljr.  To  Lower  tin'  l^ullcrv  of  [ihicB  men. 

fttfaljr.  Maka  Land  a  Ttnder  fur  all  il«bu  at  the  l'ric«  it 
•toad  at  wbwn  tb*  dafela  w«ra  aantiMtad. 

ttMy.  To  tftki'  !i</iiii  inin.Mirr  to  pr«t«iit  tfa*  gfSWiBf  Powaf 
»f  attorncjrt  or  bkrrif  tors  at  Law. 


Thie  waa  in  July.  In  Sqytemher  following,  ihreo 
niontha  before  Shay's  outbreak,  iheae  inatmctione 

were  more  fully  luatureil  at  another  town  meeting. 
In  their  final  shape  they  breathed  the  full  conitnuu- 
iatio  fpirit  of  the  time,  and  oontrast  singularly  with 
the  better  papera  of  ten  years  before.  A  new  aet  of 
men  had  come  forward  in  town  affairs  who  could 
neither  write  English  nor  frrnsp  principles  of  ftolitical 
action.  They  aocordtugly  now  indulged  in  the  foU 
lowing  rhetorical  bombast : 

"  The  rloud»  an-  gitlbvring  over  our  head:!  pregnant  with  the 
moet  gloom;  a»p«ct«,  we  abhor  and  d«t<>«>t  violent  mca>urei. 
To  fly  lo  Claba  or  Armaa,  l«  divan  tba  impaadlag  Buia  tha 
cona«qtience«  of  w1il«li  woaM  r«nd«r  OS  aa^  Tietlma  lo  fbraifa 
rid'l  in  vi  ti  rii(i>  fiK-,  N'  h  ;i»  I.I IV 11 1  .-libjcotd  and  (")  twoiM  iiifl:>uiej 
with  true  ratriutUm  wo  fael  uufmIvcs  obearfull/  willing  to 
load  avr  aid  at  all  tlnao  in  aapporUag  tba  difstty  of  Oovani- 

oient,  hill  in  ii«  much  as  (liere  nre  nuiinTOii*  nrlevani'e?  nr  in- 
tolerable Unrtbeni  by  fome  lacauii  or  other  lying  on  the  Uood 

Snbjaota  of  tbto  npublie.  Oor  Eyes  ander  Iloavan  ara  apon 
the  Le^lataro  of  tbin  CninmoBweallb  and  their  aaiBM  will 
shine  Brigbter  tn  the  Aiiterioan  annals  by  preserving  tho  iB> 
valuable  Libertica  of  their  own  People  than  if  thry  mra  it 
(y'ary  the  Terror  nf  their  Armcs  as  far  as  Uibrallar." 

Then  followed  in  ten  specifications  a  statement  of 
the  trrievanccs  eoniphiincd  of.  and  the  remedies  sug- 
gested ihefelor.  Tiie^  it  is  needless  to  repeat. 
What  the  people  peonliarly  objected  to  was  paying 
their  debts.  The  anehinery  through  which  debts 
were  collected  was  confequently  peculiarly  ohtiuxtous 
to  them.  In  regard  to  it  they  expressed  themselves 
as  follows : 

"2dly.  I'bitt  the  Court  of  Common  I'leas  and  the  U«iieral 
■osaloBS  of  tho  Peace  bo  retaovcd  in  pcrpatuam  roi  .Mvmoriaa. 

"  Sthly.  We  humbly  rcqaest  that  ibcro  way  be  suefa  Lava 
compiled  as  may  crush  or  at  kast  put  a  pmper  obecic  or  restraint 
on  that  order  of  Gentlemen  drnominateii  Lawyers,  the  oomple- 
tion  of  whoo  Bodoro  aondMt  appears  to  as  to  toad  ratbor  to  tho 
distmetfon  than  (bo  preaorratlott  of  this  Common  woalth." 

Yet  in  this  matter,  also,  the  town-meeting  would 
aeem  to  hare  served  sa  a  ssfety^valve.  The  dis- 
content, for  which  some  ground  did  exist,  there 
found  cxprefv«iion,  and  the  people  felt  better  fur  it. 
The  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  at  least  had  ita  say. 
Afterwards,  when  the  time  for  decistre  action  oame, 
the  town  arrayed  ilaelf  on  the  rightside.  In  Deeen> 
her  came  news  of  the  diaturbaiMMB  in  the  western 
counties  and  the  adjournment  of  courts,  con  fronted  by 
bayonets  and  hickory  club.%.  On  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary Governor  Bowdoin's  a[>peal  ip  law-sbidN^  oitt* 
sens  was  iaaaed,  and  the  Snlfolk  mOitin  wore  eallod 
out.  In  a  few  hours  a  company  was  organized  at 
Brackett's  Corner,  in  Brainir-je  North  Precinct,  and 
on  the  19th  of  January  ii  marched  away,  as  part  of 
Col,  Badlsras  regiment,  towards  the  Oonnectlout. 
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It  wai  wmpoud  of  thirty-^gbt  him  beaidM  the  offi-  {  ben  of  the  towa  were  (beie  present  Tbia  iru  e  new 

oera,  and  upon  the  roll  arc  found  all  the  oM  Braintree    principle  introduoed  iototbe  oooduct  of  town  1 


names.  On  ilio  22d  of  the  fullowin?  February  th«ie  No  such  restriction  on  thp  power  of  a  town-meeting 
meo  were  disbanded  at  Northampton,  and  the  expense  had  ever  Ijeen  attempted  before,  and  it  a  matter  of 
inoerred  by  the  Sute  on  tbdr  ieoonnt  wis  £154  [  surprise  that  do  one  recorded  hit  duMDt  to  b  nov. 
9$.  id.  I  But  under  this  vote  the  almsbooae  was  bnilt  mi 

The  vigorou?:  action  i>f  the  authorities  had  put  down    the  town  poor  noved  into  it,  the  overseer  rcmTbg 
the  rioters;  but  the  depth  of  ili-content  mr.y  he  in-    £3  10«.  for  his  fiervices  the  first  jeer,  and  bis  tm> 
ferri'd  from  the  popular  odiuiu  which  seems  to  have    censor  Xti  for  the  second  jear. 
attached  to  the  authorities  fbr  so  doing.  Take  Brain«  :    The  need  of  a  reorganisation  of  the  aehools  alio 


trc*'.  for  instance.  In  April,  1786,  QoTernor  Bowdoin  |  began  to  malce  itself  felt.    la  1790  an  attempt 

had  received  there  41  votes,— -all  that  wero  cast.  One  tiiadt^  to  divide  the  town  into  districts.  A  eomrattt^v 
year  later,  having  in  tlio  mean  time  actually  saved  civil  was  appointpd  to  consider  the  matter,  tnit  its  re- 
governmcnt  to  the  State,  he  received  4U  votes,  and  port,  when  it  made  one,  was  rejected,  and  the  town 
Gen.  Lineolo,  hie  military  agent  in  the  work  of  |  decided  to  go  on  In  the  old  way.  It  aeeordingly  ap- 
propriated £150  for** schooling"  during  that  year,aBd 
ordered 


sttppreasion,  3,  while  his  opponent,  Hanooek,  had  181, 

Yet  time,  in  wliit  h  to  lot  matters  adjust  themselves, 
was  all  that  now  was  needed.  Twelve  months  later, 
when  John  Adains  returned  from  England,  after  nine 
yean  of  abaenoe,  he  apoke  of  the  inereaae  of  population 
as  **  wondwfiil."  As  compared  with  what  he  had  seen 
in  Europe,  he  wssamarc  J  at  the  plenty  atid  dieapness 
of  provisions,  though  the  scarcity  of  money  was  cer- 
tainly very  great  The  indnatriea  of  the  oonntry  he 
fboiMl  in  a  mndi  better  condition  than  he  ezpcctad. 
Politically  the  state  of  affairs  was  leiB  to  hb  taate,  and 
he  wrote  that  "  the  people  in  a  course  of  annual  elec- 
tions bad  discarded  from  their  confidence  almost  all 


'"thnt  thi-ro  ^(^  a  tlrnmpr  J'chti'il  kfrpt  nine  months,  Ihret  is 
each  precienct  beginnini;  in  the  North  and  «o  on  to  the  Miiidlt 
and  South,  whieb  will  in«lad«  all  the  lloM  t«  nest  msrob,  took 
a  Maatcr  to  b«  agr»«J  with  m  wiil  l>e  willing  to  Teach  ensliik 

»M  well  aui  T.Htlen,  and  al«o  to  toaob  wrigbling  and  rypering." 

That  at  this  time  the  town  felt  unusually-  poor  oiaj 
be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  warrant  for  the 
March  meeting  of  the  following  year  contained  aa 

article  ^'  to  see  if  it  be  the  minds  of  the  Towo  that 
all  Town  Offii  crs  that  may  be  chosen  this  year  ^Tre 
without  any  pay  from  the  Town."    Though  the  leoih 


the  <dd,  staunch,  firm  pntriots  who  oondncted  the  j  and  last  artiehi  in  the  warnnt,  this  was  flnt  takaa 
Rerolntion,  and  had  called  to  the  behn  pilota  much   up,  and,  **  after  a  oonaidenble  ddiate,*'  a  division  wu 


more  selfish  and  much  lees  skillful."  The  Braintroe 
records  bear  testimony  to  the  correcloeaa  of  hia  judg- 
ment. 

For  the  nent  few  yean  no  matten  of  considerable 
importance  would  aeem  to  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  town.    The  people  were  hard  at  work 

repairin!T  the  losses  of  war.  The  question  of  fhe 
annexation  of  Squantum  and  that  portion  of  Dor- 
ehester  aonth  of  the  Neponset  again  came  up.  The 
division  of  Suifolk  Gonoty  was  agitated.   How  best 

to  take  care  of  the  poor  wa?  a  standin^r  subject 
for  debate.  One  party  wished  to  build  a  poor-house 
and  provide  for  them  iu  it.    In  1785  this  party  car- 


callcd  for.  Whereupon,  the  rocord  says,  "  the  House 
divided.  98  against  pavint:  and  Uy  tor  paying;  so  it 
was  Voted  that  the  Town  officers  should  be  paid." 

The  action  of  April,  1790,  adverae  to  the  divfaim 
of  the  town  into  school  districts,  seems  to  have  caiued 
j:reat  discontent  in  the  North  Precinct.  Those  livioe 
there  felt  that  they  were  numerous  enouirti  atui  ^'Jffi■ 
ciently  prosperous  to  have  a  school  of  their  owa. 
They  naturally  did  not  tike  aending  their  ehildm» 
during  three  of  the  nine  months'  yearly  schooliog, 
two  milt  s  nwny  to  the  Middle  Precinct,  and,  durio;; 
another  three  months,  four  miies  away  to  the  South 
Precinct.    Vet  the  only  alternative  to  so  doing,  under 


ried  their  point,  and  the  town  ordered  that  an  alms*   the  arrangement  which  the  town  had  voted,  was  to 

house  should  be  built  "  in  the  form  of  a  Barrack,  to  give  the  children  but  three  montllS*  schooling  a  je^^< 
be  thirty-three  feet  in  length  and  sixteen  foi  t  wide."  and  tliis  was  what  the  vote  really  meant.  Acn'ril- 
But  the  other  party  succeeded  in  having  this  vote  ingly,  the  •lui'stion  of  political  separation,  first  ag:- 
reconsidered  at  another  meeting,  held  during  the  i  tated  eighty  years  before  and  which  bad  now  slept 
month.  The  next  spring,  the  alnmbonse  people   for  over  thir^  yean,  was  again  diaenased.  TImm 


found  tbemeelvea  again  a  majority,  and  they  not  only    was  an  article  relating  to  it  in  the  town  warrant  for 
vote<l  the  building  but  clinched  the  matter  by  a'Miii<.'    May  10,  1790.    After  cun-idcrable  debate,  it 
that  this  vote  should  not  be  reoouaidered  at  any  future  l  then  dismissed.    In  the  latter  part  of  that  year  ooe 
meeting  unlesB  one  hnndied  and  aeventj-thiea  mesn^  s  hundred  and  twenty  inhsbilnnts  of  the  North  Pm* 
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•od  fifteen  inhabiUotS  of  that  portion  of  Dor- 
chester and  iMilitm  lying  imintMiiately  south  of  the 
Neponset,  joiticti  in  a  pctuiun  to  the  (icrKTal  Court 
that  the  regions  in  which  they  lived  might  be  incor- 
pontod  totfietlier  w  »  diatind  town.  The  p^two 
came  before  the  Sentte  for  its  action  in  Janiwrj, 
1791.  While  it  was  still  pending  a  Bnintno  tomi- 
meeting  was  called  to  consider  it. 

The  struggle  between  the  precincts  took  place  over 
the  flhoiee  of  moderator,  end  the  record  tmy»  thfti 
"after  a  long  dispute  ;<  w;ls  finally  voted  to  ellttse  the 
moderator  by  ballot  and  Maj.  Stephen  Fcnoimnn  wn'« 
chosen  by  93  votes  out  of  152.''  Id  other  words, 
the  Middle  and  South  precioota  were  anited  against  the 
North,  and  ontoambered  it.  A  oommitlee  of  hx  waa 
Iheo  chosen  to  appear  before  the  Legialatnre  by 
counsel  to  oppo«!<»  till'  division  of  the  town,  anJ  its 
repr&teutative  was  instructed  to  use  his  iotlueooe  to 
the  sanie  end.  Nor  did  the  other  preeincta  deaiat 
froa  their  oppoaition  to  the  ioeritable  ao  long  as 
opposition  to  it  could  be  made.  The  dislike  to  any- 
thing which  looks  like  political  dismeuibenni  rit  seems 
ingrained.  lu  the  case  of  New  England  it  is  diffi- 
eult  to  mj  whieh  the  people  moal  otijeoted  to — the 
anrreDderof  looal  indqwndeiUM  through  eonaolidation 
or  the  supposed  loss  of  local  influence  through  sepa- 
ration. Action  towards  either  has  never  failed  to 
awaken  a  oooaervative  feeling,  which  saw  nothine  hut 
political  diaaiter  io  not  keeping  things  exactly  us  tboy 
then  were.  This  waa  the  esperieoee  of  Braiotree  io 
1791  ;  and  in  September  of  that  year  another  town- 
meeting  was  held  which  voted  to  put  forth  one  la^t 
eSbrt  before  the  legisUtive  uommittee  in  behalf  of 
the  aneient  limite.  It  was  nnavailinf  .  On  the  22d 
of  February,  1792,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  years 
lackinp:  only  throe  months,  aft^T  its*  orii;iii;il  iriL-orpo 
ration  as  Hraintrce,  the  North  Precinct  wus  net  off. 
and  ordered  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  (juiiicy.  TIte 
act,  alao,  wae  aigned,  as  Qoveroor  of  the  State,  hj 
John  Hanco(^,  who  had  himaelf  been  born,  brought 
up,  and  married  in  the  territory  thtis  tnadc  a  town. 

It  has  already  been  explained  how  the  name  of 
Quincy  chanced  to  be  selected.  At  the  time  the 
ehoice  waa  not  wholly  aatialhetoiy.  Ooreraor  Haoeodc 
was  then  at  the  height  of  that  peiaonal  popularity 
which  he  enjoyed  in  Massachnsctt<^  to  n  decree  which 
DO  other  public  man  has  since  e<)ua)ed,  and  there 
were  iboae  who  did  not  forget  thai  he  waa  a  native  of 
ibe  North  Pledaet.  They  wanted  the  new  town  to 
he  niBed  after  him.  Richard  Crtneh,  who,  it  will 
be  remembered,  had  seiecttMl  the  name  of  Quincy,  wn« 
at  this  time,  and  in  the  abecoce  of  John  Adams,  the 
leading  dtbn  of  tlie  town,  lor  Gen.  Falnur  had  haan 


overtakeo  by  Gnandal  diaaater,  and  wae  new  dead. 

Born  in  England  in  1726,  Mr.  Cranch  came  to  Mas- 
sachusetts before  he  had  yet  attained  his  majority. 
In  1851  be  became  interested  in  the  Germantown 
hind  speenlation,  and  nine  years  hiter  he  married 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Plamon  Smith,  of  Wejrmonth, 
whose  lister,  Abiij.til,  two  years  later,  in  1764,  be- 
came tlie  wife  of  John  A<iams.  Oonwquently,  Mr. 
Cranch  and  John  Adams  were  brothers-in-law,  and 
their  wives  were  granddanghteia  of  Ooi.  John 
Qnincy.  Hence,  probably,  the  aelection  of  the 
name.  ^Ir.  rrancli,  after  represonttni:  Braintree 
repeatedly  in  the  General  Court,  had  been  in  the 
State  Senate.  Subsequently  he  was  a  judge  of  the 
Oonrt  of  Common  Fleas,  aa  wdl  aa  Qninoy 'a  first  poot> 
master  ;  but  his  name  is  SOW  chiefly  remembered 
through  his  mn  and  amon«r  lawyers,  in  connection 
with  that  series  of  reports  which  contain  the  early 
deeinonacf  HazshaH. 

Mr.  Craneh  was  the  jnatiee  of  the  peaoe  designated 
by  name  in  the  act  incorporating  the  new  town  to 
warn  its  first  town  mcetine.  It  was  held  on  the  8th 
of  March,  1792,  and  the  usual  officers  were  chosen. 
M  aj .  BbencMr  Miller  waa  pnt  at  the  head  of  the  board 
of  aeleotraen,  ahowiog  that  hu  former  Cbarob  and 
Tory  proclivities  were  not  remembered  against  him.  At 
the  meeting  in  May  for  the  choice  of  a  representative 
the  question  of  the  town  name  was  brought  up,  and 
a  atroog  effiwt  made  to  hare  it  diaoged.  After 
what  is  reported  to  have  been  a  long  and  somewhat 
heated  discussion,  it  was  voted  hy  a  narrow  majority 
not  to  take  np  the  tirtielo  in  the  warrant  relating 
to  that  matter.  This  settled  the  question  ,  and  the 
name  of  Qainey,  thus  preserved,  has  nnce  been  molti* 
plied  and  made  faiuiliar  in  eunnection  with  other  and 
larger  towns  in  regions  which  hsd  then  been  hardly 
explored. 

The  political  history  of  Quincy  as  recorded  in  the 
town-books  daring  the  thtrty<eight  years  whieh  next 
enancd  shows  few  points  of  general  inters^  It  was 
a  perioi)  of  peace.  The  people  had  in  n  ijreat  Heiirce 
made  goo<i  the  iim&i  of  the  war,  and  they  were  in- 
tent on  bettering  thoir  oooditioD.  Year  after  year 
the  town  offices  were  filled,  the  ragnlar  appropriationa 
made,  new  roads  laid  out,  and  local  qnestions  dis- 
cuii^cd  One  generation  went  ofi"  the  stage;  another 
came  upon  it.  Richard  Cranch  and  Ebenezer  Miller 
gave  place  to  Benjamin  Baale  and  Thomaa  Groenleaf. 
An  almshouse  was  built  on  the  old  Goddingtoo  farm 
in  1815  at  a  coet  of  tl 973.1 8;  and  when  in  the 
same  vear  the  town  hall  and  school  honsc  wa."'  hnrnt 
down,  it  was  presently  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  02100. 
Through  long  yesn  the  questioD  of  when  die 
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buildin^  .should  Stand — whethrr  adjoining  the  burj- 
IDg-jiriiund,"  or  '*  a(ljoitiing  Mr.  Qnincy's  sheds,"  or 
"  north  o(  Mr.  tiurrell's  house, '  or opposite  the  en- 
gine-litniBe** — wm  cmMitly  iiaenmd.   Finall  j  it  was 

placed  next  the  burying-ground.  It  was  then  only 
eiLiht  years  Hirice  this  liad  lie<'-n  ioclosed.  Iti  it  lay 
the  bones  and  dust  of  four  srenerations  that  had  lived 
and  died  io  the  North  Precinct.    It  htood  by  the  bide 


on  Sundays."   All,  be  it  mBembtnd,  bj  fomalvoM 

of  the  town-meeting. 

Tbe  separation  of  the  preeinots  had  thus  naoe  mm 
tuited  town  utd  pariuli,  teai  tbe  poUUoil  and  nligiim 
orgianisatioD  fell  naturally  back  to  jllflt  wlmt  itWM 

a  whole  centnry  before.  The  town  ajrain  repiltted 
every  detail  of  church  inaniigement.  In  iSld  these- 
lectmeo  were  '*  auihoriited  to  appoint  a  ^ekluu  and  to 


of  tbe  Fljmoath  road,  ao  open  end  nocared  for  oom*  nark  oat  bis  dotj  ;**  and  two  yeart  later  it  was  mad* 

I,  in  which  the  .swine  TWO  at  lafgeaed  settle  graied.  !  a  part  of  tbe  sexton's  duty  "  to  ring  the  bell  nt  twelr« 

o'clock  nt  noon  and  nine  o'cKurk  at  ni<:lit."  The 
by  the  way,  gave  the  town  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and 
was  long  a  matter  for  town-moeting  debate  and  isH^ 
ttgetion.  In  1810  tbe  old  bdl  was  diaearded,  and  t 
new  one  ordered  of  Cd.  Panl  Revere.  Tbe  result  wm 
not  satisfactory,  nnd  in  Au«:tiHt  a  town-rowting  ir« 
warned  to  consider  the  matter.  A  committee  of  thra* 
was  tbeo  appointed  "Ibrtho  purpose  of 
the  new  bell  to  see  if  tbey  ean  find  out  wbers  tbi 
fault  in  in  it  respecting  the  soand."  Another  aad 
larL'cr  bell  was  then  ordered;  but  when  it  was  eastiti 
weight  became  a  ma(t»  of  grave  alarm,  and  jet  an- 
otber  eommittee  bad  to  be  iqppdnted  to  asceitda  if 
the  belfry  was  strong  enon^  to  sajqiort  it.  Not  astil 
1817  was  the  sabject  finally  disposed  of. 

The  church  ringing  was  also  matter  of  grave  dii- 
cussion.  The  introductiou  of  "  the  bass  viol "  in  1S04 
bad  only  led  to  new  demands  from  tbe  ehoir,  and  n 
1821  the  question  was  agiutcd  whether  it  would  oot 
In-  well  to  have  the  selectmen  hire  u  •  prufes-sed  Ma.*- 
ter  of  Sacred  Musick."  A  comtuitlee  was  a|jpoioled 
to  cuusider  the  subject,  at  the  head  of  which  wm 
T.  B.  A^ms,soa  of  John  Adams,  then  a  nan  of  ffty 
and  a  judge  of  the  Conltof  Common  Picas.  Preaeotlr 
this  committee  made  a  report,  in  which  ooeuis  tbsfot 
lowing  quaint  and  suggestive  passage  : 

"Tb«  Asiooiatton  [of  (ingeri]  i«  volunUrj  »otJ  out  eiclutirt 
«f  uay  who  b«long  to  tbe  Town,  and  do  ons  ha«  knthontr 
to  aelGct  und  diwriminnte  between  the  quaUftad,  or  aueb  wtir 
initruciion  might  bocoine  »o,and  MOh  aa  hav* selthar  eapaiiQt 
to  learn  or  vuicc  to  execute  in  ■  ehoir  of  lingers.  Tbi(  ii 
mittad  to  be  an  embnrrMeaent  and  an  obM«d«  to  the  advMM* 
fitted  ottt  from  thisplaoeby  any  of  tbe  (Sticens  of  |  mtntorthefffHfiM^Aictriyiti  improvMnrat,  wli!olitlifliyaBft4 

the  United  Statss  or  othsn  sgrinst  ant  of  the  belig.  1  "'"'""J        '  """^  -  '^'[^ 

,      ,  "  .  ,.     ,     ,        s  tion  of  tbe  »4jrvic««  and  iolemnuiee  of  the  Sanctuary  wbwhdt- 

ercnt  powen^  tn  order  that  a  stnct  neutrality  be  kept 

between  us  and  them."    Ilavin:^  tlms  di^jiostd  of 


Nor  was  there  in  this  apparent  dcspcrstion  anything 
offensive  to  Now  England  eyes.  The  gravestones 
were  rooted  up  by  bogs  and  trodden  down  by  cows ; 
the  diildreo  pisyed  among  then :  bnt  it  bad  been  so 
fttHB  the  bsginnthg,  and  that  it  should  be  so  now 
wronged  no  one's  wnw  of  fitncfs.  On  ]ioiiifft  such 
as  these  tbe  fathers  were  the  reverse  of  retined,  and 
another  generatioii  hnd  to  grow  up  taritb  m  niosir  ssnse 
of  deoeney  before  the  gnmysrd  wss  fenoed  in.  At 
last,  it)  1809,  a  number  of  the  inhabitaets  bought  up 
the  rights  of  passage,  herbage,  and  pasturage  on  the  bit 
of  ground  io  which  tboir  ancestors  lay,  and,  through 
John  Quincy  Adams  and  Josiah  Quinoy,  deeded  it  to 
tbe  town  to  be  thereafter  "  est  sside  ss  ezeluMToly  » 
place  of  human  burial." 

But  incidentally  the  records  of  eighty  and  ninety 
years  ago  are  apt  to  be  suggestive.  They  reveal  cod- 
ditions  whieh  ssen  to  have  m  middle- age  flavor.  For 
instance,  in  1792  it  wss  voted*'  to  have  Hospitals  in 
town  for  the  purpose  or  benefit  of  tho^c  who  chuse 
to  huve  the  smallpox."  And  again,  in  1809,  at  a 
special  town -meeting,  the  subject  of  vaccination  was 
disoossed,  and,  after  prolonged  dcbete,  the  majority 
det-ided  uL'aitiitt  it.  Piracy,  or,  SS  it  WSs  more  deli- 
cately called,  privaleeriiiL',  had  stroni;  attractions  then 
for  the  more  adventurous  spiritii.  The  United  States 
was  at  peace  with  the  world,  but  Kngluud  aud  Frauce 
ware  at  war ;  soeordiogly,  on  Angwtt  12, 1793,  jnst 
as  the  French  reign  of  terror  began,  Benjamin  Besle, 
Richard  Cranch,  and  Mo.^es  Blaek  were  made  a  stand- 
ing committee  '*  to  see  that  there  be  not  any  privateers 


pendt  OB  their  pmrfbrBBBoo  ia  eonaMned  hj  nmuf  iMnljaa 

;irt  of  rlcvotion  which  iiiiiv  b« done  InditTerrntlv  nr  any  *«ir»»rti* 


interoatiooal  qaestioOS,  local  atfairs  next  occupied  the  '*<  P»alm  br  tuvy,  but  ;<.■;  r  very  delightful  exercife,  osWruWrf 

attention  of  tbe  town,  end  the  howrs  were  fizsd  at  I  tol«p«.eMlemnity,.ndto«mteorin.pire  wntimenU  b^^ 

«.■....»     .    _  .  ,        B     M      -  ing  the  temple  of  worBhip,UiMnropac»Uarljd«iiioo»tMtia 

whteh  "fortbefntnre  tbe  Bell  toleon  Saoday  for  ,pl,riuuityhegir^f,rmSa^ui^^ 

beginning  divine  service.*'  A  few  years  later,  in  1804,  tie*  which  «re  liberally  paemaa4bj  ttoy—Ut  ofbotk»«*<" 
the  sinjren*  are  granted  twetity-five  dollars  "  to  pro- 
care  a  bass  viol  for  the  use  of  the  ooagregalion  ;"  and 
in  1818,  Mr.  Daniel  Hobart  is   authorised  and  di- 
leeted  to  keq»  the  boys  in  order  In  the  SMotiog-hoose 


oar  Conjri'gati'jn  " 

This  presentation  of  the  case  seems  to  have  been 
deeisive^  The  town  aeo^ited  the  report,  and  fslsd 
two  hundred  doUais  for  the  pnipese  ia  question, 
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same  to  be  ezpeDdcd  by  a  special  con)mittce  coupOMd 
of  the  wlcctnu  n  and  "  Capt.  Jasiiih  Miiss,  Tlimnn«  T? 
AdiuiM,  Esq.,  and  Edward  Miller,  Esq"  EUwitrti 
Hilltt  Wtt  tiM  M>n  of  Miy.  BbeiMiar  Miller,  tod  the 
fmily  bad  for  the  time  being,  ander  preemre  of  the 
"suapect"  vote  of  1777,  abendoned  the  ancestral 
place  of  worship,  wisely  identifying  iteelf  with  the 
people  amoog  whom  its  lot  waa  cast. 

The  eelaiy  of  the  pitnieter  eleo  engeged  the  atten- 
tien  of  the  town  herd^  lev  dnrii^  tbie  poiod  then 
it  had  a  century  and  a  half  before,  in  the  days 
of  Parson  Tninpsdo.  Mr.  Whitney  had  always  re- 
oeived  five  huudrcd  doUara  a  year,  to  which  the  town 
hj  annual  vote  had  been  in  the  onstom  of  adding  a 
further  sum  of  one  or  two  hundred  dollars.  In  1808 
Mr.  Whitney  usked  to  Inive  hia  salary  increafed  to 
eight  hundred  dollars,  but  the  request  was  nnt  r  ns- 
pli^  witb.  Id  April,  1811,  ho  adilreiwed  auuthcr 
tetter  to  bis  perUiionew  on  the  subject,  whieb  it  io* 
tcrcsting  in  eeveial  ways.  It  will  be  remeuberad  that 
in  1057  a  rommittec  appointed  to  inquire  coneerninj^ 
the  Qiaintenanoe  of  mini.^ters  in  the  towns  nuur  iios- 
too  bad  reported  that  in  Dorchester  Mr.  Mather  was 
allowed  one  hundred  ponnds  per  annuni ;  in  Dedham. 
Mr.  Allen  wai  alluucd  sixty  pounds ;  in  Koxbury, 
Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  DanCortli  were  each  .illnwrd  >i.\ty 
pounds;  and  io  Braioiree,  Mr.  Flyntand  Mr.  Totupsou 
caoh  fifty-five  ponode.  There  were  then  eighty  faiai* 
lies  in  Braintree.  In  1811,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
years  later,  Quincy  numbered  about  two  hundred  and 
fif^y  familiea.  Mr.  Whitney  then  wrote  to  them  aa 
follows : 

"Taking  th«  two  p^risbn  la  Dore)i«st«r,  one  in  Dedham,  th« 
Town  of  MiltvB,  twu  {wrktiet  in  Uingbam,  and  tho  off«r  they 
bare  mad*  ia  JJnuatfw^  ih«  avara^  auoanl  of  Mia  ««llari«< 
the/  giv«  Is  sine  hundrvd  aad  twmty-Mi^m  dollars  per  annum. 

-  .  .  Tb«)  #1101   r  |.rii]n)>r  is  .M^bt   laiii  ii<vi  itml  "ix'v  '1>illiir>( 

paid  pan«iiiisll/  at  the  end  of  evcr;r  quarter;  or  eight  hundred 
aad  aichtr  d«llan  at  tha  aloaa  of  tha  yaar.  It  will  ba  raool. 

IfCted  th:it  tlic  propiwition  T  iniifle  t.i  the  tuwn  thron  yvurs 
liuec  wiu  oniy  ligbt  LuuiireU  iltjUitci.  lii  exceeding  ihul.  .luui 
at  the  present  time  I  have  been  ioHuenoed  by  two  contidera- 
tlaaa.  Oaa  is,  ai  has  baan  alraad/  obsar vad,  lh«  inforaiation  1 
bava  rtealTad  fhiat  torn*  »f  mj  bratliraa,  whoaa  salary  la  nlna 
or  ten  hundred  dollar*  per  annuui,  that  tUej  can  but  barely  live 
an  tbeir  aanoal  inoome.  Ttks  oUiar  la  that  jrou  najr  bav«  an 
apportaally  of  axceading  Bimintrea  {a  tb«  tnlary  jon  gtvayaiir 
minister;  fur  1  ihiiil.  tin  inhulnt ml  nf  (^lincv  would  deem  it 
respectable  tu  be  »Ui'(uuia<»i  in  thi«  icsf>ect  by  that  town." 

The  last  argument  was  ingenious,  but  the  town 
failed  to  rwpond.  The  eommittee  to  wbteh  Mr. 

Whituc  v  K  letter  was  referred  reported  in  most  affec- 
tionate lantruaiie  iliiii  th.'  pa.stor's  reqiie.nt  Was  wholly 
reasonable,  and  that  hi»  '*  sallary  was  inadequate  to 
hiaanitaUe  maintenance  i"  bat  io  view  of  **  the  uDoer- 
tain  and  fluetaating  atate  of  ottr  paUie  $S»mf  the 


I  great  embarrassment,  under  whioh  wc  at  present  suffer, 
Hiid  the  threatening  prospeef  of  fitill  greater,"  a 
postponement  of  the  question  was  recommended.  A 

I  Tote  of  three  hundred  doUai*  additional  aelaiy  for  the 

I  euirent  year  waa  then  paaaed. 

The  "  threatening  prospect"  in  public  affairs  hen 
alluded  to  was  the  impeiidiui:  war  with  Great  Britain 
of  1812-14.  (^uiocy  was  a  Federaii.st  town.  John 
AdamSi  true  to  hia  old  patriotio  and  Bamlntionaiy 
inalinota,  waa  an  eerMst  aopporler  of  the  Madiaoa 
administration,  which  his  son,  John  Quincy,  was  then 
representing  at  St.  Petersburg;  btit  hi.s  townsmen 

■  were  on  the  other  side.    Warm  passagt^  a^nd  to 

I  ooenr.  Nearly  aerenty  yeait  afterwarde  a  Quincy  boy 
of  that  time  gave  the  following  entertabing  aooonnt 
of  one  surh  passage.  It  is  merely  neocs.«ary  to  premise 
that  the  gentleman  referred  t<»  in  it  wuh  a  near  neigh - 

I  bor  of  Mr.  Adams',  and  in  his  time  the  moat  useful 
dtiaen  of  Qniney.  Of  him  more  will  be  aaid 
prmently: 

"I  rratemher  very  well  at  a  Roeial  dintic-r  ptrtv  in  time  of  the 
war,  wban  tba  politiaal  alanant  ra«  psf  bapa  a«  high  aa  arar  it 
did,  tbat  I  bad  tba  bon«r  a*  well  as  ^laamra  t«  stand  b«b1ad 

j  the  President^  i-ti^ii  uaiiirr.  Direotly  on  lii'  l«'!"t  Hjissi-nt"! 
Tboinas  Ureenleiif,  a  vi'dcnt  Federaliit,  wbo  was  bearing  down 
upoB  tha  aid  gaatlaiaaa  with  mora  asal  tban  dlsoratioB.  Tba 
Prc.-lilent  bore  it  as  loDKas  beo«viil'l.  vthru  lis  rntyrd  bi<  I'-fr  hand 
and,  iniilead  of  bringing  it  down  oa  Mr.  UrovnIoaf's  bead,  »  iiich 

i  be  might  perhaps  have  done  with  aa  much  propriety,  he  brought 
It  down  apon  tha  tablo  n«ar  bin  with  a  fores  Ibat  made  Uia 

I  platM  and  {flaiaws  rattle,  and  sxelalmed  tn  a  rotes  (bat  eonid 
not  bo  misunderstood,  'Tom  Ureenlraf,  huld  your  tongue!  yon 

I  are  alwaji  down  on  ma  when  tbers  is  no  oeeation  for  it.'  Tba 

I  Bosma  wtaiob  faliowad  vaialeda  om  of  that  paanga  wbtob  aaya, 
'  Than  waa  rilansa  fa  Hsavaa  for  lialf  aa  b«nr.'  ** 

I  But  at  this  time  Mr.  (Ireeuleaf  represented  mneh 
tunre  nearlv  tiian  the  old  i:x  Pre;.idetit  wliat  wa."  the 
prevailing  political  setitimeui  iu  i^uiiicy.  At  every 
annual  election  from  1812  to  1815,  Governor  Strong 
polled  nearly  three  votea  to  bin  opponent*a  one.  Hie 
smallest  majority  waa  in  1812,  when  he  had  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  vote**  to  fiDy  nine  ea«t  for 
Elbridge  Gerry.    The  second  war  with  Great  Kritain 

I  aooordingly  left  no  more  marks  than  the  old  Frenob 
want  on  the  town  reoord4K>ok ;  v^,  indeed,  owing  to 

I  the  disloyal  and  almost  treaaooable  action  of  the  State 
government,  the  local  tiiiliiia  were  fsill' 'i  "ut  but  twice, 

j  marching  once  to  South  BtMloa  and  once  to  Cohaaset. 

I  An  absurdly  lai^  town  bounty,  io  addition  to  the 

1  State  pay,  waa  voted  to  thoee  called  into  service  in 
June,  1814  ;  but  one  short  experience  sufficed,  and  in 
December  this  vote  was  "so  far  repealed  a,i  not  to 
operate  in  future."    Yet  at  this  time  the  uneasinees 

:  vim  great  in  the  aeaport  towns.    The  British  abipe 

I  of  war  wore  always  hovering  on  the  eoaat,  and  in  the 
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MtottD  a  flotilla  aManded  the  Conodetieiit,  destroy  in<^ 
more  than  a  senro  of  vessels.  Edmund  Quinc} .  in  lii.s 
life  of  his  father,  lias  vividly  reproduced  the  scnsa- 
(ions  in  those  dajs  of  the  dwellers  un  Quincy  Bay  : 

"A  s«Bml  senn  of  panoml  inmoBiltj  preralM  all  aloig 

the  ?c.i-b">ard.  .  .  .  In  thwe  iipprolicni'ioii*  lh<' raniilv  iit  Qiiinoj 
bad  good  rwwuo  to  iLarc.  Fur  the  i»'ta(«  LuuuUs  on  tLc 
oecsn«  mad  tb«  fear*  of  boataltacks  uotl  funding  portiaawbicb 
had  haunted  the  roof  thirty  ymn  before  rciurnod  ngain  to  dit- 
tnrfo  it*  repoie.  Every  iihip  enter«  aod  lenreii  the  port  of  Bof  • 
ton  in  full  v  ii-w  i>r  the  wiadowi  of  the  houM,  and  it  may  well  l)« 
heliovod  tbat  a  abarp  lookout  waa  kopt  up  in  tho  diraetion  of 
the  ligbt-booso.  The  lint  naval  apeeUcle  di*Mrn«d  from  that 

ciou«  one.    It  was  the  entrnnoe  of  the  'Constitution'  into  the 
harbor,  on  the  S9lh  of  Aagnil*  1812»  after  tho  oaptnra  af  the  i 

•  Onerriere."  .  .  .  Towiird  uTcninir  tfii*  fri;,'ntr' f  recnRniiffJ  ni  <he  j 
' Couttitutloo')  caino  in  under  luit  sail,  and  tii<'ji[  i  1  he  r  iiiK'hor 
harfda  Rainiford  Isluiid. — then  the  Qaantntin''  <;rnun<i.    l  fu' 
•Mctmoratng  »  fleet  of  amicd  ship*  appeaned  off  Point  Alder- 
ton.   Ai  they  rapidly  approaohed,  the 'Conttttntlon'  wai  oh* 
•erred  to  raise  her  anchor  and  iiaili<,  and  grt  boldly  forth  to  meet  | 
the  apparent  enemy ;  bat,  aa  tbefricate  paaaed  tbe  leader  of  the 
toet,  a  Meodly  resOfnition  waa  etehangcd.  iiwtead  of  tbe  ex. 
jjeclcil  broadside.   *rhi-_\  jiiiiM'  I  ^•^)I^|l;lIJ_^ ,  uii  l  till- '  Ciit.-I  il  111  iMti' 
led  the  way  to  BmIou.    It  wan  the  squadron  of  United  States  ^ 
•hfpa,  then  ooamwndad  b;  ContBodoM  Rndgora,  nnezpaotedljr  j 
ret'iriirn^  from  a  long  cruise. 

''  A  few  daysaftorwarda,  Hull,  who  hadjuil  taken  the  '  Guer 
ricro,'  came  with  De«atur  to  breakfkat  at  Quincy.  .  .  .  TbU  ' 
breakfast  is  one  of  tbe  earltMt  of  07  own  neoltoetioni.   I  waa  I 
a  very  little  child,  but  I  reawnbar  parfeotlj  well  fitting  on 
DiHMtiir  a  knee,  playing'  w  ith  his  dirk,  ari'i  li'i.kinx  up  ut  hi? 
handsome  faoe,  tbe  beauty  of  wbiob  struck  even  my  cbildiab  k 
tftt,  and  whtoh  I  atill  aeem  to  aea  toobing  at  no  ttom  ont  the  [ 
fa/  |..i<(.  .  .  .  Tliori-  VIX9  a  current  belief  fbat  the  V.i'it'f]] ,  \ 
should  they  prapo<to  making  an  attack  on  Boston,  would  land  . 
«n  af^  fhther'a  aatata  «r  tharenboau,  and  ao  take  tbe  town  in 
flank.  .  .  .  The  opinion  waa  ■uflioieolly  prevalent  with  tbe  au- 
thoritiejt  to  induoe  them  to  itation  a  body  of  militia  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  Ncpoaset,  ^eparnting  Quincy  from  Dorches- 
ter, wbiob  wae  eelooted  as  the  lint  point  of  defenoe  aboold  mob 
an  tnvaalon  bo  attempted.  This  eiranmatanoo  materlaDy  In- 

or'::i>i'l  till-  uticii^iin'"  iri-ii|)jir:iblr  frnrii  thi  (Xj^ntii  ii.(*i'>n 
of  the  family  at  Quincy.    As  I  have  already  related,  every  ship 
that  cntem  «r  lanvaa  the  harbor  enn  ha  aaan  from  tho  windowa 
of  tbe  houne.    And  as  the  triumphant  ("tttry  of  Hull  in  the  'Con- 
•tUution,'  after  his  victory  over  tlm  ■  Uucrriero,'  had  bt-^n  dis- 
aamed  from  that  pof>t  of  ob«>ervBtion,  m)  was  the  'loji  krlure  of 
Lawrence  in  tbrr '  Oieoapeakc'  on  hit  fatal  <ta«et  of  tbe  'Sban- 
Qon,*— doomed  to'giveup  the  ship,'  but  Knly  with  hii  life;  and 
with  the  lclv»cope  *  Ihe  molcor-flng  of  lOugland'  could  be  seen  < 
ttvm  time  to  time  flying  at  tbe  masthead  of  men-of-war  that  ' 
prowled  about  tbe  month  of  the  harbor,  eo  that  it  waa  no  idia  i 
ft>  ir  nSi 'li  -LI  ','"-!<'  l  the  probability  of  i«  midnight  viait  frmn  a 
party  of  foragcnt  or  pillagen  in  that  svlitAry  shore.  | 
**  One  Sunday  there  waa  an  ainmi  that  tha  eneny  had  landed  | 

at  ? -iluaS-,  t  iloien  miles  away.    The  nen.t  was  auuounoed  in  ' 

the  mctiiiis;  b'  u^e  during  Divine  ^lorvice.  The  congregation  ' 
was  disiiii-'.i'  1  lit  once,  »nd  thv  viSluge  waa  all  aatir  With  excite- 

Betit.   Tbe  bell  rang,  tbe  druroi  beattoarnai  and  the  volun-  : 

teer  eompaniei  atarehed  to  meet  tbe  enemy.   It  ii  unneeeesHry  ' 

to  say  that  they  did  not  find  bim.  ...  I  .mij^ii  '^i  it        ,,a  ■ 

the  Sondi^  followiog  this  false  alarm  that  tho  militia  com.  j 

paiiioa»  ia  nBUtanay  attaaded  aarvtaa  ts  fatnm  tfaaaka  f»  their  I 


c'fpripe  from  ibi'  n^yaulls  of  tlicir  nnrtnic?  ;  thfiiigb  it  m^y  ta't 

been  after  some  more  real  and  nearer  danger,  lint  the  eireun- 
Maaaa  aMda  ndaap  tmpreaabn  an  my  yonay  atad  by  tha  de- 
lightful variety  it  gave  to  tbe  usual  tni-.tintony  .»f  Punilav. 

"  My  fnther,  too,  oppoeed  be  vsiis  tu  the  war,  yielded  to  dc 
one  in  dotormination  to  dafend  the  soil  of  Maosaohusetts  shosM 
it  be  invaded  by  an  aaeiay.  He  aaaiited  in  the  fonnation  «f  * 
fine  tmop  of  vohinteer  eavalry,  oalled  the  Boatoa  Hnaan,  em- 
~i'tiri;,-  ohiefly,  if  not  entirely,  of  Federal  gentlemen,  of  whicb 
be  was  elected  oaptain.  .  .  .  He  need  to  be  ooneerned  iiN 
tha  anamy  mlfht  land  hatwaaa  Qnlaaiy  and  Baal»a,a*d  Itai 
cut  him  off  fram  hie  eomnand." 

It  was  at  thin  time  fliat  the  town  appointed  a  com- 
inittce  to  confVr  with  similar  coiinnittees  of  the  tnwns 
of  Hitigliuiu  and  Weymouth,  tu  devise  '-some  mem- 
una  ibr  the  nfety  and  pfoteotion  of  this  aad  dioM 
toiriia  aiodnat  tha  aaaaultji  of  the  enemy.'*   But  ih 

encnjv  did  not  nnmn,  and  tlip  ;u-tual  coutrniuii  in  »f 
Quincy  tu  the  burdeu  of  liie  war  of  1812  was  prac- 
tically limited  to  the  sum  paid  in  bouoties  and  a  ^ 
old  State  lax  of  nine  hundred  dolbn.  Ooe  flOM% 
schooner  also,  owned  in  the  tOWIIi  wliilt-  on  lu  r  wtj 
frouj  the  Penobscot  to  Quincy,  whs  boarthni  off  GVm- 
oester  from  an  ambitious  privateer  out  of  that  port, 
and,  after  some  "'ferodoiia  eooduct"  oo  the  fu^d 
the  eaptora,  was  eanied  into  Hafblebead.  What  iai- 
▼Iduals  from  among  the  JOttth  of  Quincy  may  ban; 
served  on  the  Niajmra  frontier  or  fought  in  the  nav»l 
battles  of  Hull,  Decatur  and  Bainbrid^e  nowbert 
appears.  TIm  dBdal  mold  «f  tiio  tomi  b  lUi  etf 
is  unpleaaaatly  inea(p«. 

The  sum  raised  by  taxation  for  town  expeoses  is  | 
1815  w:(S  $1000,  and  this  included  the  expertf^^at 
the  church.  The  grovth  of  tbe  appropriation  . 
very  slow.  In  1792  it  had  heen  £350,  or  $im 
of  whieh  £75  had  heen  on  aooonnt  of  the  school-'. 
Of  these  there  was  now  one, — the  grammar  school  at 
the  centre, — while  the  ^rms  only  of  outljinir  d^trid 
iichouls  were  to  be  found.  By  1800  the  annual  ap- 
propriations had  inoreased  to  92100,  and  theaee  io 
83300  in  1810.  In  1820  they  were  $4000.  P<«r 
years  later  the  town  was  aeparatcJ  froin  tin  parisb. 
and  accordingly  the  appropriation  for  tluit  year  fell  W 
$2800.  Id  1829  it  wa^  835U0.  Perhaps  a  ftNiribid 
increaae  in  forty  jeais. 

Up  to  1824  the  great  Items  of  expense  were  tbe 
church,  the  schools,  and  tho  town  poor;  after  If^-^  j 
they  were  the  ticltoolsand  the  poor.  Tba§e  bavebvib 
been  elsewhere  referred  to.  It  has  been  seen  tbat 
tbe  cost  of  maintaining  the  town  poor  then  nasest 
of  all  proportion  to  what  it  has  been  sinoe.  In  181^ 
for  instanee,  $1000  was  rai.«t'd  for  tliif  pn rpoee,  wbil« 
only  $785  waa  raised  for  the  acboola  aud  %^  ^ 
tbe  ohnroh.  In  1813  tbe  poor  cost  $16€5,«« 
maeb  as  hoth  the  sdiools  (tSOO)  nod  the  ^tmA 
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(9650)  oombiDed.    A  reform  wu  then  instituted, 

and  in  1819  the  schoob  eott  flOOO,  wliile  the  chorch 
cost  8850,  anJ  the  poor  had  hopn  rerlnccd  to  8770. 
Id  1824  their  cost  had  becD  »tiii  funlier  reduced  to 
1628,  wbiie  (b«t  of  the  lofaoolt  hed  riieo  to  91150 ; 
bet  the  poor  yet  occeaioiicd  one  quarter  part  of  the 
whole  tax  levy.  Meanwhile  the  highway  tax  did  not 
ajipear  in  the  istiuiate!^  at  all,  for  it  was  still,  as  in 
17G6,  paid  in  kind,  or,  as  the  vote  ot  April,  1825, 
read,  **For  eaob  Day's  work  one  Dollar,  for  eaeh 
yoke  of  oxeo'oDe  dollar  per  Day,  fur  each  Hofse  and 
Cart  ono  dollar  per  Day,  f  ir  <  jk  Ii  jilow  fifty  cent«  per 
Jhy.  ;uid  for  each  ox  Cart  twi  iilv-five  cents  per  day." 
In  I6'l^  the  total  asse^^^uient  was  83668.  Of  this, 
•1563  was  OD  aeeonnt  of  the  acboola,  the  inaeter  at  the 
eBDtregrainiuar  school  receiving  S500,for  wbich  sum 
n^^rnlnrlj  jmid  he  had.it  has  ah«  jt<ly  hcen  seon,  nprccd 
four  years  previously  to  give  up  all  other  business  and 
devote  his  whole  time  to  the  school."  The  school  com- 
mittee was  ftirtber  allowed  95  for  "  ink  and  brooma,'* 
which  were  all  the  "  incidentals"  then  reoognized,  aod 
8G0  for  fuel.  The  district  ■•i  linMl?  worf  allowed  from 
830  to  9120  each.  For  their  !«urvices  as  selectmen, 
ameawOT,  and  orefMera  the  poor,  Meaara.  Souther, 
Wood,  and  Taylor  reoNved  reapeotively  9t0.28, 
Sno.l  },  :.ii«l  825.68.  For  the  repair  of  highways 
•?»I(M(  Was  dwmed  pufficictit.  One  thousand  dollars, 
or  nearly  a  fourth  pai-t  of  the  whole,  waB  appropriated 
to  the  aupport  of  the  poor 

Sueh  were  the  Mm^icity  and  economy  of  «  town 
which  now  cnintcd  a  population  of  2200  souIf>,  and 
which  wn«»  :>t  la-^f  rapifily  '/rowing  in  wealth,  for  its 
assessed  valuation  in  Icsau  exceeded  9800,0Oi>.  The 
borden  of  taxation,  when  oovpared  mtber  with  popu- 
lation or  wealth,  was  acareely  a  sixth  part  of  what 
it  afterwards  became,  and  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  education  of  each  child  in  the  public  schools, 
which  half  a  century  later  vas  sixteen  dollars  a 
ysar,  was  then  but  three.  Without  entering  into 
any  eomparison  of  the  schoola  or  the  roads  of  1830 
with  those  of  1880,  it  mny  confidi'ntly  be  awrfcd 
that  the  years  between  IHIO  and  18:^0  were  in 
Qaiocy  the  golden  period  of  the  old  Massachusetts 
towo  govemmeot.  Never  before  bad  it  been  ao 
strong,  6()  pure,  and  so  systematic  as  then ;  never  had 
it  Ji'iio  Its  work  so  well.  It  was.  in  fact,  an  ah.solutely 
model  L'overnmeDt  "  of  ihe  people,  by  the  people,  for 
the  people." 

That  thb  was  so  waa  due  in  part  to  the  eendltioD 

of  the  town  itself,  and  portly  to  the  influeuee  of  OttO 
man.  In  1810  tlio  population  of  Qulncy  was  still 
tborongbly  homogeneous  ;  and  it  bad  not  ceased  to  be 
ae  in  1830.   It  was  the  original  Hsasadraasttastook; 


the  people  were  the  ehitdren  of  the  aoil.   They  atilt 

followed  the  old,  simple  vocations.  They  were  either 
the  tillers  of  the  soil,  or  the  citizens  and  tradespoopic 
who  did  the  work  and  supplied  the  wants  of  those 
who  tilled  the  stul.  They  were  a  single  rdigione  so- 
ciety, and  worahiped  in  one  meeting-house.  Eaeh 
knew  the  others ;  they  were  almost  members  of  the  same 
family.  The  political  fainily  hn<\  not  hixtmic  tdn  nu- 
merous. It  numbered  about  loOO  in  1810,  and  about 
2200  in  1830.  Aa  reapeota  worldly  condition  those 
conpoaiog  it  were  not  far  separated.  No  one  was  rich, 
and  most  of  those  who  took  any  part  in  town  affairs 
were  well  to  do.  There  was  no  alien  element ;  that  is, 
nu  one  lived  in  the  town  and  had  inierests  outside  of  it. 
The  town  partook  also  of  the  spirit  of  that  era  of  good 
feeling  which  followed  ou  the  war  of  1812,  The  oM 
Federal  pnrty  was  tlien  absorbed  in  the  parfv  which 
supported  the  administration  of  Monme,  until  at  last 
during  the  six  years  1825-'.30  the  opposition  in  Quincj 
never  threw  more  than  nine  votea  on  eleetion  day,  and 
in  1828-29  itwaslimit«d  to  a  single  vote.  The  largest 
vote  the  town  ever  threw  before  1831  was  '_M7  in  1824, 
when  Governor  Eustis  was  chosen.  It  then  gave  a 
heavy  migority  to  the  defeated  Fedendist  candidate ; 
a  parting  aalute,  as  it  were,  fired  over  the  grave  of 
that  political  party.  Then  followed  the  Presidential 
electifin  of  1S25,  and  every  vote  c;i'Jt  (140)  was  for 
the  Adams  electoral  ticket.  Nor  did  the  Jackson  De- 
mooraey  olAun  any  foothold  in  the  town  during  the 
next  four  yean,  for  in  November,  1828,  the  electoral 
ticket  defeated  in  the  country  at  large  hod  140  votes 
in  t^ninc}'  out  of  n  tofnl  of  14!?,  and  in  ihc  follnwiner 
April,  Governor  Lmcoin  had  142  votes  to  one  solitary 
ballot  oast  for  Marens  Morton. 

These  eircnmstanees  were  all  favorable  to  a  good 
administration  of  affairs.  The  people  were  well  to 
do;  hut  they  lookt  d  closely  to  their  taxes,  and  they 
had  a  traditional  hormr  of  waste.  Corruption  in 
public  office  was  pmetically  unknown.  The  seals  of 
towo  expenses  was  so  limited  that  no  item  was  too 
small  to  escape  notice.  The  onm  nf  five  dollars  un- 
necessarily spent,  or  spent  tor  an  unaecustomc<i  pur- 
pose, mij^ht  lead  to  a  towu-mccting  discussion.  Prior 
to  1810  all  business  had  been  done  in  a  loose,  unsjs- 
t«matie  way.  TIm  •uanal  appropriations  were  made 
by  vi'vi'  lorr-  rnfc;  the  treasurer  received  the  money 
which  the  constable  uoUeoted ;  and  the  selectmen  drew 
it  out  and  paid  it  over  to  the  minister,  tlie  schoolmas- 
ter, and  thoae  who  acted  for  the  town**  poor.  No  m> 
ports  or  estimates  we»  OHtde ;  no  papers  were  placed 
on  file.  Ev4'rything  was  done  on  a  general  under- 
standing. A  cruder,  leas  organized  system  could  not 
be  imsimMd.   AH  that  eonld  be  said  was  that  it  was 
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Dtturat,  and,  like  most  natural  tliinir*,  it  worked  well 
under  the  eireiimstancefi.  As  the  town  increased 
some  one  was  needed  to  orgaaixe  such  a  d(^p«e  of 
lyatem  m  the  new  oonditioa  demandad.  Thit  loiiiQ 
one  appetred  in  Thomifl  Oreenlenf. 

Mr.  Greotileaf  was  Boston  born,  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1790  ;  he  came  to  Quincy  to  live  in  1803, 
and  remained  there  until  his  death  in  1854.  He  speed- 
ily began  to  take  an  aetive  mtefest  in  townaffun,  and 
lie  shewed  hew  wthik  in  a  tooal  way  a  man  of  eharae- 
ter,  fair  parts,  and  good  business  capacity  can  always  be. 
Hp  belonged  to  the  class  of  coloninl  country  gentry  ; 
and,  indeed,  he  and  hi«  neighbor,  George  W.  Beale, 
both  dying  at  maeh  the  aame  time,  were  the  last 
repreeentatiTos  of  that  elav  in  Quincy.    Mr.  Greeo- 
Ifiif  wa.1  a  man  of  prnperty,  anJ.  it  Ims  alreu'iy  \>vi:n 
.sf'on.  a  stron;^  Fetleralist.    In  18(IS.  and  for  thirteen 
consecutive  years  lliereai'ter,  he  wiia  choseu  to  repre- 
i0Dt  the  (own  in  the  General  Court.  He  then  beeame  a 
leading  man  in  Quincy,  and  so  continued  until  towards 
1810.  wlu-M  the  growth  of  the  Democratic  element 
superseded  him.    In  his  day  he  organized  the  town's 
buiunoss,  and  he  did  it  admirably.    Keeryihing  was 
•yatematiaed.   The  change  began.  abo«t  1812.  The 
chur>re  of  the  town  poor  had  thtu  <.'rowo  to  be  a  SOao* 
dul.    Mr.  Grcenlcaf  took  hold  of  the  matter,  and 
caused  an  alm8houi>G  to  be  built.    Uc  was  chairman 
of  the  building  oomoiiUee.   The  svm  of  $2000  was 
appropriated  for  the  pnrpoee,  and  when'  the-  biulding 
was  completed  Mr.  Gre«nleaf  reported,  with  a  pride 
which  he  did  not  atte>mpt  to  conceal,  that  though  no 
allowance  bad  been  made  for  oiuiwious  in  the  estimates 
and  avoh  eslm  work  bwl  been  done,*-'>«QOUQtiog  to 
twenty  per  cent., — ^yet,  notwithataoding  thia,  the  new 
alnislnni.^i.'  was  completed,  and  every  bill  paid,  with 
$84.48  of  the  appropriation  still  unexpended,  ttndcr 
bis  close  busiaess  management  the  co«t  ot'maintjiining 
the  poor  was  then  rodnoed  by  more  than  ow-half,  and 
his  reporta  on  the  aabject  are  as  interestiog  to^ay  in 
presence  of  that  ^till  unsolved  problem  of  paupttism  , 
as  they  were  seventy  years  ago. 

Having  reduced  the  care  of  the  poor  to  a  system,  | 
Mr.  Greenleaf  turned  his  attention  to  other  mattem. 
Insensibly,  bat  steadily,  the  method  of  comlucting 
the  town  business  in  all  it.s  branche  s  wa>  lir.>u;^ht  into 
order.     In  March  the  annual  town-meeting  took 
place.    Over  this  Mr.  (jrccnlcaf  presided  as  modera- 
tor.  The  fnU  list  of  (own  officers  was  then  chosen,  { 
and  the  Tariona  articles  in  the  warrant  were  referred  j 
to  sprrini  cfmimittw.    Thp  mr-.  tiiii:  tln  ti  a'ljoumed. 
In  April  another  meeting  wai^  licld,  and  the  commit^ 
tees  on  the  almshouse,  the  schools,  the  town  lauds 
and  th«  towo  fiaanoes  presented  their  reports,  which  I 


I  were  in  writing,  and  entered  into  every  detail.  Tbsj 
!  were  all  spread  on  the  record.    Anotlier  adjonrnmpot 
was  then  had,  and  in  May  the  appropriations  were 
voted.  Everything  was  (has  made  pnUio  and  «f 
record ;  and  everytbiag  was  open  (o  erittdsm  and  de- 
bate.   As  a  system,  under  the  oooditioos  then  exu^t- 
'  ini.'.  it  did  not  admit  of  improvement.    The  so-call<d 
'  democratic  system  which  later  succeeded  it  was  a 
degradation  of  government. 
It  ia  needless  to  mf  (hat  nnder  the  r^me  whieb 
;  has  been  described  the  town  prospered  greatly.  .\ 
I  debt  of  sotne  S'JdOO  was  incurred  on  account  of  the 
I  war  of  1812  and  for  building  the  almshouse  io  18U, 
but  it  was  speedily  paid  off  out  of  the  snrplos  wbidi 
a  better  manafnement  saved  from  the  regular  appro- 
priations for  the  care  of  the  poor.     In  1810  the 
town  hull  and  pchool-hcmse  wa.s  burned  down.  Tbe 
uuiuunl  appropriated  fur  a  new  building  was  ig:^44*0. 
j  Mr.  Greenleaf  was  chairman  of  (be  baiiding  eott- 
,  mittee;  and  a^'aln  be  in  due  time  reported,  with  over- 
flowing pride,  tliat  the  work  was  done,  all  tlic  } 
;  paid,  whether  included  in  the  original  eslioiate  or 
found  tu  be  necessary  as  the  work  went  on,  and  thai 
I  an  vneacpended  balanee  of  1362.61  nmained  in  the 
I  bands  of  tbe  treasurer.    In  doing  this  work  a  new 
town  debt  bad  been  incurred  ;  but  good  finaiicts' 
management  soon  paid  it  off  without  incres&e  of  tai- 
atioD. 

Thus,  sa  the  end  of  the  provincial  period  drew  near, 

there  was  in  Quincy  a  condition  of  general  good  feel- 
ing and  prosperity  such  as  the  town  had  not  before 
known.  It  showed  itself  in  various  ways.  John 
Adams  was  Iheu  dosing  his  long  life.  TIm  wife  wbs 
had  watched  the  smoke  of  Bunker's  Hill  from  (In 
heights  on  the  Plymouth  road  beyond  the  old  Brais- 
tree  farm  house  had  died  in  1818  ;  and  the  son  who 
then  stood,  a  little  boy,  by  her  ude  was  at  the  bead  of 
(he  national  oabinet  and  soon  to  be  dicestt  Pnadeau 
The  meeting-house  of  1732  Mill  stood  on  the  train* 
ing-field;  but  it  was  old  and  nut  of  rej'air.  Tbe 
townspeople  began  to  talk  of  a  new  ebnn  h  edifice 
more  in  keeping  with  their  increased  numbers  aud  | 
wealth.  Under  these  droumstanees,  John  Adams,  is 
June,  1822,  moved,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  by  (bo  ven* 
erntion  he  felt  for  the  residence  of  bis  ancestnn:  and 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  tbe  habitual  affection 
he  bore  to  tbe  inhabitanttt  with  whom  he  had  so 
happily  lived  for  more  than  eighty<dx  yeats,**— 
thus  moved,  he  deeded  to  the  people  of  the  town  » 
tract  of  quarry-land,  from  which  the  material  fir 
the  building  they  wished  might  in  part  be  ^erived. 
A  special  town-meeting  was  called  in  Ju^jr  to  tski 
action  on  this  mstter,  and  a  committee  wAtsfipdBtsd 
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to  wait  on  the  ex-PresideDt  and  express  to  him  the 
gntitade  with  which  bu  toWDSBeD  TBOMved  hia  gift. 
Thc^were  ingtracted  to  say  that,  highly  aa  the  inhab- 
itaDfs  of  (^ui'ncy  cstliuated  the  advantujLreH  tliat  would 
msult  Iroui  the  •:it"t  itself",  they  valued  ii  uiore  na 
cotuiug  from  one  who  by  hia  ptttriuliam  hud  shed 
bonor  on  his  native  plaoBi  mnd  "  to  whom,  nnder  the 
ftflilcB  of  PnmdeDeB,  we  m  so  largely  indebted  for 
our  indcpondcncp  and  prosperity  ns  a  nation."  So 
gratified  wan  the  oid  man  by  this  cardial  cxpre.«sioD 
of  kind  feeling  that  be  at  once  added  to  hi»  foriuer 
gift  net  only  a  deed  of  fnrUisr  lands,  bnt  the  whole 
of  bis  private  library,  consisting  of  ^une  three  thon- 
8»nd  vdhiines.  Aijuiii  tlie  town  met  and  spreiid  upon 
it«  records  lurther  and  even  warmer  expresaioDS  of 
gratitude  and  veneratioo. 

Inaiediale  steps  weie  taken  lowarda  boildii^  the 
new  ehnroh,  but  not  nntU  April,  1826,  wera  amoge- 
mentfl  so  far  p^^rfected  that  ;i  ^'lil  ^'i".'  '"tMnrnittep  was 
appointed.  Thooias  Greenlcat' waaitt>  chairtuan.'  But 
daring  that  sannier,  and  bsfore  any  work  of  ooo- 
stntetion  was  begun,  John  Adams  died.  He  was 
over  ninety,  and  his  life  thus  covered  one-half  of  the 
mhr,\e  settlement  of  the  town,  lacking  onl?  two  years.  ' 
The  oid  order  of  things,  like  the  old  church  which 
Wis  synibcilicsl  of  it,  wss  abont  to  pasa  away.  A  new 
gsnention,  with  other  oostonia  and  modes  of  thought, 
WHS  fast  coming  to  the  front,  and  it  was  fit  and  proper 
that  the  tmnsition  should  be  strongly  marked.  Tt  was 
stroDgly  marked.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1826,  the 
town  eelebtvted  with  speetal  rejoidnp  the  fifUeth  an- 
nivenavy  of  independence.  It  was  celebrated,  as  its 
sturdiest  supporter  had  fifty  yr-ars  before  predicted  it 
would  be,  as  "a  day  of  deliveninco,  with  pomp  and 
parade,  with  shows,  games,  bports,  guus,  buu- 
Ires,  and  illiimiDatiooB."  On  that  fair,  glad  day — 
in  the  midst  of  peaooaod  prosperity  and  political  kind 
feeliiiir,  with  the  sound  of  joyous  bells  and  boom- 
ing guns  ringing  in  his  ears,  with  bi»  own  toast  of 
**  IndepeodeDce  forever'  still  lingering  on  the  lips  of 
bis  townsmen>-the  spirit  of  the  old  patriot  passed 
away.  But  he  hud  lived  to  see  with  his  own  eyes 
tliat  "  ravishing  li;:ht  and  jilory"  the  distant  rays  of 
which  had  r^ched  him  in  1776,  and  he  had  found 
that  the  end  waa  indeed    more  than  worth  all  the 


rang  he  went  to  the  old  North  Precinct  meeting- house, 
and  a  ibw  bonis  later  he  thus  reooided  bis  ledings : 

"  I  hava  aft  no  time  Telt  wore  doeply  ufTectod  hj  [my  Tnther'* 
dafttk]  tlMa  as  aatariag  tlw  meeting-houM  uid  uking  in  hia 
p«w  tlie  laat  wblah  b«  HMd  to  occupy,  bkring  directly  before  ma 
the  pew  »t  the  left  of  the  pulpit  which  wa«  hi«  father't,  and 
where  tbe  earliect  defotiose  of  my  diildliood  wore  performed. 
The  nMBOpy  of  my  llUher  and  mother,  of  their  tender  and  af. 
fectionate  cere,  of  the  timei  of  peril  in  wliu-li  wc  then  Hrod,aad 
of  tbe  bopee  and  fear*  wbiob  left  their  impreeaiooi  up«D 
mind,  eamo  ever  me,  till  {wTolaBtBiy  tean  eteited  from  mj 
eyM.  I  looked  arotmrt  fhr-  hotis^  wiiti  inqiiirins  thonphf*. 
Where  were  tbn»e  I  wa«  then  wont  to  mod  lu  tbto  bouis«  .'  Tbe 
Hged  of  iliat  time,  the  paatOT  hf  Whom  I  had  been  baptised,  tbe 
deaooM  wbo  eat  before  tbe  eommaeioo  table,  hare  all  loagiinoo 
departed.  Thoee  then  in  the  meridian  oflifb  hare  ell  foltowed 
them.  Five  or  six  per«ot)H,  ih.  ti  children  like  myself,  iiinItT 
tbe  period  of  jroatb,  were  ail  that  1  ootald  diaeern,  with  grajr 
liairs  and  fbmwed  eheefcs,  two  «t  Chveoof  tham  with  bmtlleaef 
a  succeediri;;;  iicneriitioD  around  them.  The  hoii^c  vtn.<  not 
crowded,  but  well  filled,  though  with  olmott  another  race  of  men 


Warned  of  the  approaching:  event,  President  John 
Quincy  Adams  had  left  Wa.'-hiuiiton  on  the  innrnini; 
of  the  4th  of  July,  and  at  Baltimore  he  received  word  i 
ef  his  fttber*s  death.   He  leaehed  Quincy  oo  the  j 
momiDg  of  the  13th,  tbe  funeral  bavbg  taken  plaee  | 
on  the  7th.  iu  the  presence  of  a  great  concourse  of 
p^tple.  ,T.be  foUowiog  Sunday  when  the  ohnroh  bell  ' 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

QUUiCY— (<%mli«iMd). 

mrani  quiver. 

Trk  original  migration  from  Old  to  New  England 
ceased  before  1810.  No  steady  we.'^twurd  movement 
of  population  acio>.s  the  Atlantic  atrain  set  in  until 
the  b«giuoiug  ut  the  present  century,  uor,  even  wbeo 
it  did  set  in,  did  it  gain  sny  great  volume  until  after 
the  year  IS.'U).  It  was  accordingly  remarked  by  Pal- 
frey in  hi:i  ■'  Iliftnry  of  New  England"  that  jtrobahly 
there  was  no  county  in  England  where  iu  1825  tbe 
strain  of  English  blood  was  so  free  from  all  foreigo 
admixture  as  it  wss  among  tbe  people  of  Cape  Cod. 
Up  to  the  year  1  SOU  the  same  thing  might  have  been 
said  of  Quincy.  The  <irii:inal  .^ettlerH  bore  all  of 
them  English  names.  There  were  scarcely  any  ex- 
ceptions to  this  rule,  and  such  exceptions  as  there 
were  aame  eight  ot  ten  In  two  hundred  and  forty 
— indicated  a  Frenob  and  possibly  a  Norman  ori^lL 
Such  were  Decrow,  Durant,  Despard,  and  Deia ; 
Lamoot  and  Lagaree  ;  Marquaud  aud  Quincy.  All 
of  then  namea  are  raoorded  before  1728.  A  few 
Sootdamen,  the  prbonecs  of  Dunbar,  may  have  been 
landed  in  Beaton  iu  1651,  and  been  sent  out  to  the 
iron  works ;  but,  if  Mich  WHi*  tbe  case,  they  did  not 
leave  a  single  "  Mac"  behind  them  in  Braintrce.  In 
1752  there  was  a  small  infusion  of  German  blood,— 
**poor,  •ufiTeriog  Palatinea.**  But  theae  people 
mostly  went  away  ten  years  later  to  join  more  proe* 
porous  oommuniufls  of  their  own  race  at  the  eastwardf 
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nd  tbe  Hardwieks  (Hardwig),  Bri«al«n  (Bri«an«r), 

and  a  few  more  only  remained  to  perpetuate  the 
German  face  under  AnL'Hcizrd  nnnies.  There  were  a 
certain  number  of  negroes  in  the  town, — slxty-MX, 
«ooording  to  the  eeneiia  «f  1765, — the  deeceodents  of 
sleTei  owned  hj  tbe  Qatneys,  Veaeele,  Apthorps, 
and  Borlatids;  and  in  1800  the  vacant  space  made  by 
tbe  removal  of  n?i  oM  >t;iirway  in  the  church  wa« 
by  vole  "  appropriated  for  tbe  use  of  the  black 
people  to  eit  in."  In  a  few  jeet«  more  tbey  h«d 
wholly  duappemred.  When,  io  17H2,  the  North 
Precinct  of  Braintree  was  set  off  a'^  (>nin( y,  the 
names  appended  to  the  petition  were  all  Knirlish 
uamcs, — names,  nearly  every  one  of  which  have  ap- 
peared ID  the  town*book  for  a  century, — Cleverly, 
Newcomb,  Brackelt,  Adams,  Crane,  Vescy,  ?i  r:ir. 
Savill,  Bicknell,  Quincy,  Marsh,  Bcale,  Glover,  Cronhy, 
Baxter,  Sunders.  Field,  Faxou,  Uajden,  Bass,  Tirrell, 
and  Nightingale.  They  were  Johns,  Samuels,  Bon- 
jamina,  Fredericks,  Daniels,  and  Ebenesent.  Their 
wives  were  Marys,  Anns,  Eliziis,  with  here  and  there 
ji  Mchifabel,  a  Patience,  and  an  Abiu  lil.  OM.  fa- 
miliar Knglish  patronymics  all.  An  Irishman  or  an 
Iri&b  name  was  as  strange  and  aa  much  a  matter  of 
wonderment  as  a  Frenchman  or  a  German,  and  more 
than  an  African  or  Indian.  No  maaa  waa  ever  cele- 
brated in  Old  Braintree:  and  it  may  well  be  qurs- 
tioned  whether  from  the  day  when  Sir  Christopher 
Gardiner  took  flight  in  March,  1631,  down  to  the 
year  180D  a  aingle  Roman  Catholio  ever  dwelt  In  the 
town.    Indeed,  when  tl<»hn  Adani^  was  writinjr  his 

•  Dissertation  on  tin-  CatK  n  ruid  tbe  Feudal  Law  in 
Bruiiitiee"  in  1700,  he  ret'eried  to  a  ceriaiu  thing  as 
being  "  as  rare  an  appearance  as  a  Roman  Oatholie, 
—that  is,  as  rare  as  a  comet  or  an  earthquake." 

Kor  bad  there  as  yet  been  anythinj^  to  cause  tbe 
influx  of  M  new  pnpulation.  Kven  down  to  182r)  the 
iodustrici  of  (lie  town  had  not  multiplied.  It  was 
atill  the  old  farming  oommunity  already  described, 
— a  eommnnity  madi;  up  of  those  who  tilled  the 
soil,  and  tlnw  who  •^tinplit  il  the  tillers'  want.«.  More 
than  a  c  -  iittiry  ;iiid  a  half  before  an  iron  foundry 
had  been  established  in  the  Woods,"  as  what  in 
now  West  Quiney  waa  called,  hut  it  bad  soon  col- 
lapsed .  and  only  beds  of  cinders  and  slaj:  and  old 
bits  of  j  rtrififil  foundation  '>n  thf*  bnnJ«-  nf  Furnace 

Brook  marked  where  the  experiment  had  failed. 
£vea  the  trudition  of  it  had  died  away,  and  aa  late 
aa  1710  the  region  thereabout  waa  the  haunt  of  deer 
and  the  bear.  Aj^ain,  shortly  after  1750,  the  poor 
refugees  who  .settled  at  Germantown  had  sought  to 
gain  a  liriag  by  makiog  gla«i>.  But  such  glass  as  thej 
made  was  of  tlm  CMVwat  description,  for  whidi  even 


then  Uien  waa  but  email  denoand ;  and  thia  attempt 

soon  shared  the  fate  of  the  iroD-works.  The  Ihidt 

capilnl  ventured  in  it  was  lofit. 

But  these  were  ptemature  attempts  at  tbe  iotto- 
dnetion  of  atraoge  indoatries.  It  was  not  aowith 
ahip-bttilding.   Tbe  dwellers  along  Quittcgr  Bay,  ia 

<  .niinion  with  all  other  sea-board  Yankees,  took  nat- 
urally and  kindly  to  the  water,  and  from  an  eirlv 
day  the  ship  yards  throve  at  Braintree.  In  16% 
the  Unity"  waa  launched  at  what  ia  now  Qoincj 
Neck,  and  later  the  Hav'kiis,  .Southers,  and  JosscIjbs 
were  riiitiHi  shipwriiibts.  Their  yards  were  at  Beat  s 
(  ni(\v  Quincy)  Point,  and  there,  in  September,  17S9, 
was  launched  the  "  Massachusetts,"  pierced  for  tbirtj* 
six  guns,  and  intended  for  the  Oanton  trade.  This  wm 
supposed  to  be  the  largest  ship,  up  to  that  time,  buih 
in  the  Stall-.  Her  company  for  her  fir^t  and  only 
voyage  from  Quiney  numbered  seventy  hands  all 
told,  forty-two  of  whom  were  seamen  ;  but  her  voyage 
waa  not  a  suoeeM,  and  she  was  told  in  China  to  js 
under  the  Danish  flag.  Bat  nooe  tbeles^,  the  Bents 
Pi  lint  vitrils  in  were  proHpprin«»,  and  they  «mi- 

(inued  U)  prosper  down  to  the  days  of  Deacon  Geof^ 
Thomas,  who  built  clippers  tbe  aamea  of  whioh  woe 
famous  in  the  California  and  China  trade.  Indeed, 
from  force  of  habit  apparently,  Deacon  Thomas  weal 
nn  buiWIiii:  ureat  wmiden  ship?  until  he  was  ni«:«re 
than  fourscore  years  of  age,  and  his  wuntry 
oeaaed  to  boast  a  oommeicial  marine. 

The  stone  depoMta  of  the  town  had,  tip  to  182a, 
not  been  developed  at  all ;  but  from  that  year  iht 
change  dates.  On  bt>half  of  tbe  Ruiiker  Hill  Monu- 
ment As.'i'K'intiuii,  Gridlt-y  IJryiuil,  of  Scituate,  i1i«b 
bought  u  quarry  in  AV'cst  Quincy,  the  Stooe  of  wbick 
had  already  been  examined  aod  approved  by  Soleauw 
Willard,  and  which  ha.<?  since  bc«n  known  a? 
Bunker  Hill  Quarry.  The  fame  nf  Qiiinry  <^T.itiM 
was  now  to  spread  fur  and  wide.  Not  that  the  exist- 
ence and  durable  eharaetor  of  the  atone  had  not  keg 
been  known  ,  but  up  to  this  time  it  had  only  be«o 
worki-ii  lui  ilie  suilaee.  The  coarse,  rough,  gUci«- 
tumbled  boulders  which  lay  ficnttercd  over  tbe  north 
and  south  commom  had  alone  been  used.  King* 
Chapel  waa  built  of  thia  material  between  1749  sad 
17&2,  and  later  the  famous  old  Hancock  mansioa  oa  I 
Bein  n  Ilill  Ai  that  time  they  bad  s,,  little  con- 
cepiion  ot  the  extent  of  this  syenite  formatioB« 
tliat  in  BraiuUoc  much  alarm  was  felt  leM  the  nW 
of  the  atone  for  bnitdinga  in  other  towni  wwU 
exhaust  the  supply.  For  years  the  nulgeet  wi» 
discussed  at  cacli  tnwti-mcetin;:^,  and  new  mw^arw 
of  ever-iacrcasiog  striDgencj  were  devised  lo 
the  theaatened  dearth.  In  1793,  immediataly  ifttf 
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King's  Chapel  wis  finialied,  •  vote  paaiad  for* 
biddbg  tb«  removal  of  tnj  more  stooM  «t  atl  from 

the  commons  nntil  otherwise  ordered.  If  the  drain 
went  on  \in(  lit  cked  there  would  not  he  enough  stone 
iu  Bruiutree  for  the  luwiiHliipe  own  use!  The 
diiBfliilly  seems  to  bsve  been  tbat,  with  the  tools 
tben  in  us>'.  (hey  were  unuble  to  work  into  the 
rock.  The  King's  Chapel  stone,  it  is  said,  was 
broken  into  a  degree  of  shape  by  letting  large  iron 
bslls  fsll  upon  the  heated  blocks.  At  last,  apon  one 
memofable  Snadsy  in  1803,  tbere  appeared  at  New- 
oomb's  Tavern,  in  the  centre  of  the  North  Preoioct, 
three  men,  who  callt><I  f«>r  a  dinner  with  which  to 
properly  celebrate  «  I'eat  they  bad  ju»t  suooeisfully 
psrfonned.  The  ftar  of  tbo  tithioguiaa  bad  not  re- 
strained  them,  and  tb«j  had  split  a  larfte  stone  by 
the  oae  of  iron  wedges.  Their  names  were  Josiah 
Bemis,  George  Stearns,  and  Michai  l  Wild.  It  w»s 
iodeed  a  ootable  event,  fur  the  crust  of  Uie  syenite 
hills  was  brokea. 

Qnarries  were  then  opened,  bat  at  irst  only  riowly 
and  in  a  small  way.  The  men  did  nol  yet  know  how 
to  work  the  rock,  nor  had  th«*y  tht^  neresgary  tools  »nd 
appliances.  Such  stone  wab  taken  out  vtm  ruu<;ltiy 
drened  for  nse  as  door-steps,  foandstions,  and  gable 
walls.  There  were  two  proUemn  still  ansolvcd :  one 
related  to  handling  and  dressing  the  rock,  the  other 
to  its  carriajre.  Both  of  these  problem?  Willard  and 
Bryant  solved.  Neither  of  these  two  remarkable  men 
were  Qainey  bom.  Willard  eame  of  Maine  stock 
transplanted  lo  Petersham,  in  Worcester  Coan^ ; 
and  Bryant  was  of  tli.it  Scituate  family  which  seventy- 
five  years  before  had  furnished  Braintree  its  activ«'- 
oiindcd  minister.  While  Willard  laid  open  the  quarry 
and  devised  the  drills,  the  derricks,  and  the  shops, 
Bryant  was  building  a  imlway. 

This  famous  structure  was  an  event  not  only  in  the 
history  uf  Quincy,  but  in  that  of  the  United  flutes, 
sad  io  every  school  history  it  is  uontioucd  a«  the 
meet  noticeable  incident  in  the  administration  of  the 
younger  Adams.  In  Braititree  a  ft*  l)l<  r  « fTart  in  a 
similar  direction  had  already  been  made,  but  without 
sttooees;  for  in  1824,  Joshua  Torry,  so  eoterpriaiug 
dtisen  of  the  town,  had  planned  a  eanal  Irom  the 
neighboring  ddal  bsmn  nearly  to  the  oentre  of  the 
town.  A  eommlttee  reported  strongly  io  its  favor, 
and  work  was  even  bcsjun  upon  it ;  but  it  proved  too 
expensive  an  enterprise  for  that  time,  and  bad  lo  be 
abaadoned.  StOl  the  idea  bore  fruit ;  for  the  next 
spring  another  and  more  feanble  pnyeet  was  devised 
of  oooverting  the  old  Town  River,  as  it  wus  called, 
into  a  canal  np  to  tlu;  point  whoro  John  Adnnis,  as 
surveyor  of  highways,  bad,  io  ITtiO,  buiit  across  it 


'  his  historical  bridge.  It  wss  an  attempt  atslsek-water 
I  navigation.   A  charter  for  a  joint«took  oompany  wet 

secured,  and  the  people  went  into  the  project  with 
spirit.   In  T<2Gtli<'  work  waf  finish oij  at  an  outlay  of 
ten  thousand  dollars.    The  scheme  did  not  prove  a 
saeoem.  The  canal,  it  ts  tme,  was  need ;  bnt  ike  hwA- 
^  ness  aflorded  no  profit,  and  yearn  afterwards  theafbin 
;  of  the  company  were  woand  up  with  a  total  less  of 
'  itf!  capital. 

The  Granite  Railway  was  both  a  innrt.'  famous  and 
a  more  sacoesefol  seheme.  Its  projector,  Qridley 
Bryant,  has  iiiven  his  account  of  how  he  came  to 

I  conotruct  i(  aod  of  the  obstaeles  he  had  to  ovo^ 

I 

I  come: 

!"  I  bad,  prcrioiu  to  [the  lajriog  «f  tbe  Qom»r'«too«  of  Bankw 
Hill  Monamviil)  parebaMd  •  ctone-qwrrj  (tb«  hntd»  Mng 
farnixlityd  by  Dr.  .John  C.  Wui-n  n)  tor  the  cxpren*  |iiirpo9e  of 
:  jMocuriox  the  grnntt*^  for  eon«trui:ling  thi*  iuonum<-nt.  This 
qiiarrjr  wns  in  Qutncy,  nearly  foar  mthm  fram  wntar-oarrUg*. 
Thitsu;;i;c<te<l  to  me  the  iilc«  of  a  railnuiil  I  tbo  Mniichef-lor  and 
Ltvvr{><x)l  ItallruAil  l>«in|;  in  cunteuplHtion  at  thi*  time,  but  wiu 
not  b('i;iin  uutil  the  fpring  following!  :  a<rconiingly,  in  the  (kll 
I  of  mi  I  oonnilMd  Thomaa  U.  I'orkioi,  Williaoi  tfullivM,  AmM 
I  IiBWrraee.  Imm  P.  Darfi,  and  David  Moodj.  all  of  BoitoD,  Ib 
rcfi'; I'll'-*' ti>  it.    T!n -i- ^•I'tii Ictn rii  rliuii^lit  ihi-  ]i'nii'.'t  V i •! 'inary 
I  nod  chim«ricftt;  but,  being  auxiuu«  to  aid  iho  liuDlcer  Uill 
MoBuinmt,  ooDMatad  that  r  taiglit  am  what  ooiiM  b«  done.  I 

awaitv^l  tlie  meeting  of  our  Legislature  ill  tln"  wintsr  of  I"?*! 
and  after  e»  ery  dcliiy  and  <>1>.-<tructi'>n  that  ctiuiii  bi:  lhri.>wn  in 
I  the  Way,  I  nnnlly  oiitairied  n  charter,  altbougli  there  was  |;reat 
oppoaitioB  in  tho  Uoum.  Tha  qunliont  wore  aakod,  *  What  d« 
we  know  about  railraada7  Who  evor  heard  of  neb  a  thing? 
Is  it  right  tittake  pcople'ii  land  for  a  pntject  that  no  one  knuwi 
aojrtbiog  aboat  ?  We  have  eorporatiosa  eaoagb  alreadjr !'  iSuob 
and  elmttar  objeetivn*  were  inad«,aBd  variotu  roitrletioai  were 

imposed;   tut  it  rtlniily  [ir-^i  ,1  (,y  ;i  Ul:.i"rit_V  ulllv.  t'll- 

favorable  me  the  charter  wao,  it  was  adinittod  tbat  it  wa«  ob- 
tained by  my  eiertlons;  but  it  w*a  owing  to  the  niaaileenM 

I  and  publio  spirit  uf  Culr.nel  T.  H.  Perkin*  that  we  were  in- 
!  dctitcd  for  the  whole  enterprise.    None  of  the  (ir^t-nunied  jcen- 

tk-nicn  ever  paid  any  iiswoi'snionti'.  and  the  wbulv  Dtock  Aiiatly 
I  fell  into  the  bands  of  Colonel  Perkinii.  .  .  .  Iinrreyed  ieveral 
I  route*  from  tbe  quarry  ponihaMd  (called  the  Bunker  Hill 

l^iiarry'  Ui  the  n«?aro.«t  tide-water,  and  finally  the  pre-'  ril  I-.- 
i  cation  *rs«  deeided  upon.  1  oomwenced  tbe  work  on  (be  firn 
I  dnj  or  AprtI,  ISM^  and  «■  the  wreath  daj  of  Oatober  Mlow- 
I  iag  the  irat  train  of  cnra  pnaied  over  the  wbel*  lengUi  of  the 

road." 

I  At  the  lime  Bryant  s  work  excited  an  almost  uo- 
equaled  interest  tbroughont  the  country.  It  was,  in 
faet^  a  pioneer  Amerioan  tindertakiag,  the  originator 
of  which  had  clgeely  Studied  that  Englbh  railway 
literature  which  was  then  ooming  into  pxistonoe. 
Although  Stopbeusou  had  already,  io  a  rude  way,  in- 
troduced looomotive  steam-power  on  the  Stooklon  and 
Dariiogton  read^  Bryaat  mMde  no  attempt  at  aaything 
of  that  sort.  ladeed,  had  he  done  so  he  would  have 
mined  his  eotorprise.    His  views  were  confined  to 

'  horsQ-power,  sod  he  built  an  improved  tramway  rather 
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tih«D  a  tiiod«ra  nilroad.  The  really  aMmoraUa  thing 
about  it  vas  his  ingenuity  in  deviaing  the  appliances 

nuressary  to  its  successful  operation.    These -wero  | 
very  remarlcable,  including  as  they  did  the  switch, 
tli«  portabla  daRiek,  the  tmn-table,  and  the  movable 
tmok  lor  the  eight-wheel  railroad  ear.   All  these 

contrivances  subsequently  passed  into  general  use ; 
and  the  movable  truck  having  six  years  later  (in 
183-i>  been  patented  by  other  partita,  became  the 
•objeet  of  a  litigation  whieh  oeenpiad  the  oonrts  fbr 
five  years  and  cost,  it  is  said,  aome  $250,000.  Though 
the  claim  of  Bryant  as  its  inventor  vm^  .^iistaiiuM!, 
he  had  no  legal  right  to  royalty  on  its  use,  nor  tiid  he 
ever  receive  anything  from  it.  He  died  <|aite  poor 
ID  1867. 

The  Granite  Railway,  including  its  branches,  was 
fntir  miles  in  length,  and  cost  fifty  tli'>us:unl  (lullars. 
It  began  at  the  (juarry  end  with  an  inclined  pliuie,  by 
means  of  which  eighty-four  feet  vertical  tiill  was  here 
•ooonplisbed  in  three  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  of 
gradual  descent.    The  road  then  dropped  gently  down 
to  tide-water  love]  by  piradp.s  uf  sixty-nix,  thirteen, 
and  twenty-six  feet  to  the  mile.    A«  the  traffic  was 
all  in  the  direction  of  these  grades,  singiu  horseii  oould 
of  ooucse  mo?e  with  ease  Jnat  aa  heavy  loada  aa  the 
structure  would  bear;  the  only  diffieultiea  being  to 
retard  the  loaded  cars  pT>in?  down  and  to  draw  the 
unloaded  cars  back.    The  road  was  construoted  of 
Stone  sleepers,  or  ties,  eight  feet  apart,  upon  whieh 
were  laid  longitudinal  wooden  ndb,  protected  by 
strap-iron  plates  Aree  inches  wide  and  one-foDrth  of 
an  inch  thick.    The  wooden  rail?  were  snbsefpiently 
replaced  by  stone.    This  railway  was  operated,  always 
by  hone-puwer,  for  about  forty  yean.    At  last,  it  1 
having  then  been  ftr  a  tiae  in  disnse,  its  fhmohiae 
was  purchased  by  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company. 
Tho  ancient  structure  was  coraplotely  demolished  and 
a  modern  railroad  was  built  on  the  right  ot  way. 
Tbk  WM  formally  opened  for  tralBe  on  Oct.  9, 187 1 ,  { 
ibrty«five  years  and  two  days  after  the  original  open- 
ing in  18'-i*>.    There  is  a  certain  historical  fitness  in 
the  fact  that,  [hnumh  the  incorporation  of  the  Gran- 
ite Railway  into  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  the  iine  j 
whieh  oonneets  Plymouth  with  Boston  has  beeome  the  i 
orij^nal  railroad  line  in  Amerioa. 

After  1825  the  pranite  business  of  Quincy  devel- 
oped rajiidlv.    Three  yenf  later  the  old  1  nieetini:- 
houHe  in  Quiucy  gave  place  to  that  more  niudero  Mruo- 
ture  whieh  is  still  the  oentnl  building  in  the  town,  | 
the  large  moiKilith  columns  of  which  mark  the  ad-  ' 
vaoce  which  the  Quincy  stone-cutters  had  then  al-  { 
ready  made.    In  the  same  year  the  Tremont  House  j 
in  Uustuu  was  built ;  the  present  United  States  Court- 


Houae,  then  the  Masonio  Temple,  followed  in  1831, 
and  the  Court  Street  Court- House  four  years  btsr; 

then  came  the  Rn«ton  Custom- Hnn<»e.  be;run  in  1837 
and  completed  in  1849,  with  its  thirty  monolith  ool- 
umits,  eaeh  focty-two  tons  in  weight.  Aa  they  wen 
finiahed  theae  wen  earned  to  Boston  over  die  PIjw- 

outh  road,  for  the  turnpike  bridges  would  not  support 
the  weight ;  and  as  the  cart.'*  made  specially  to  carrj 
them,  drawn  by  a  Ions  train  uf  oxen  and  harm, 
passed  slowly  through  the  town,  they  were  for  yem 
objects  of  deep  popular  intereat  and  local  pride. 

It  is  needless  to  on  enumerating:  the  builJi::.'' 
thereafter  constructed  of  (Quincy  irraiiite.  For  jcais 
it  Was  regarded  as  the  beist  known  material  for  cua* 
stmetion,  and  it  wsa  citisded  into  the  most  ddial* 
shapes.  A  new  sohool  of  taste  then  grew  up  which 
saw  that  the  stone  was  not  only  hard  and  CdlJ.  as  well 
as  durable,  but  that  it  was  wont  to  outlive  its  usefol- 
ness.  The  great  Boston  fire  of  1872  showed  aho 
that,  growing  brittle  when  cxpoaed  to  heat,  it  wooM 
shatter  under  stream  of  water.  A  diange  accord- 
intrly  eamo  about.  The  f«tone  passed  out  uf  use  fm 
architectural  display,  and  was  adopted  in  roooumeottl 
work.  At  the  present  time  nearly  three-qoarten  af 
the  Quincy  granite  dressed  is  used  In  eeoaeierieB ;  lad 
there  is  something  about  it,  whether  it  be  hardueas  or 
<?iir:\hillty  or  its  coldness  of  color,  which  seems  to  m>ke 
il  &pcH;ially  appropriate  for  these  modem  cities  of  tht 
dead. 

Meoawhiie,  the  quarry  borineia  speedily  reiolt- 

iionized  the  town.  Tt8  iaflneoco  was  everywhere 
felt, — in  habits,  and  modes  of  life  and  thont'ht,  snd 
in  politics.  One  by  ooe  the  old  traditions  gave  war. 
Business. wsa  no  longer  done  as  formerly.  Riw 
grew  up  pomesaing  huge  meaM  and  employing  mutj 
laborer.-^  m  l  a  steady  tide  both  of  wealth  and  popula- 
tion set  iu.  As  compared  with  the  fieures  of  similar 
growth  which  has  gone  on  during  the  same  time  at 
the  great  eommaraial  oenlrea  of  the  oonntry,  the  ^' 
ures  representing  Che  growth  of  the  Quincy  granite 
busine.ss  are  not  lartre.  Boston  and  ?t.  I^ouis.  Nf 
York.  ('liica<io.  and  San  Francisco  have  accustomed 
tile  minds  aud  eyes  of  modern  Americana  to  iodiw- 
trial  strides  of  a  wholly  different  sealo.  Thsss  dtiis 
d(;al  in  workmen  by  the  thousand  and  in  product*  bv 
the  million.  Against  such  exhibits  no  New  Kti.-lsnd 
t«wn  can  have  anything  to  show  which  would  cau* 
Hurprisc.  The  figures  amount  at  most  to  the  msdrt 
statistioa  of  a  proapeioat  Hade.  It  la  so  widi  Qjumj 
granite.  In  the  hard,  slow  WOflfc  of  producing  it  o« 
lar.re  fortunes  })-\\<'  heen  made,  nn  fr"W')ed  Ci^inffO- 
nitics  have  grown  up.  On  the  caistera  slope  of  ti>* 
Blue  Hill  range,  where  in  1825  the  MilMn  i*^ 
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Quincy  woods  ailD  itood,  then  is  nov  »  Tinage  ood- 
tiining  a  popnhtkm  luger  thtn  mm  th«  popolKtiod  of 

Quincy  then.  The  oreaktog  of  the  derrick,  the  blows 
of  the  sledge,  and  the  click  of  the  hammer  are  every- 
where beard  from  the  week-day  moroiog  to  its  ni^ht ; 
and  from  y««r**  end  to  year's  end  the  Modes  of  split  and  ! 
chiseled  ayenita  pan  out  b  a  at^dy  stream.  Yet  io  | 
the  CTeat  a^LTCLiato'?  of  modern  life  it  all  represents 
but  the  labor  of  a  few  hundred  men,  and  the  well- 

I 

earned  reiura  ou  the  not  large  capital  of  a  dozen  eu- 
teipriaiog  firms.* 

Bat  atone  working. wsa  not  the  only  new  industry 
which  about  1830  botmn  to  luake  its  influtiice  felt  in 
Quincy.  Fm-  tuorf  tlian  a  ctMitiiry  and  a  quarter 
there  had  then  been  one  tannery  in  the  town,  and  at 
a  later  day  there  were  aeferai.  The  earlier  tanoeries 
were  ntrang^,  primitt?e  establishments.  The  vats 
were  oblon<;  boxes  sunk  in  the  ^rnund  (■los(>  to  the 
edge  of  the  town  brook  at  the  point  where  it  crossed 
the  main  street.  They  were  without  either  covers  or 
ootleta.  The  beam-henae  was  an  open  ahed,  within 
which  old,  worn-out  horses  circled  round  while  the 
bark  wa«  cru^ll('d  at  tlie  rate  of  )uilf  a  curd  or  so  a 
day  by  alternate  wooden  and  stone  wheels,  moving  in 
a  cironlar  trough  fiiUea  feet  in  diameter.  In  the 
eariy  yeass  of  the  laat  eentnry  the  prieea  were  aa 
primitive  aa  the  methods ;  for  while  green  hidea  aold 
for  three  pence  and  dry  hides  far  pixponce,  the  man- 
ufactured article  brought  but  twelve  pence.  Then^ 
and  long  afbenmda  the  drssa,  especially  of  the  work- 
ing dasaes,  waa  largely  compoaad  of  leather,  ont  of 
which  as  a  material  leggings  and  breeches,  coats  and 
shirts,  were  made,  as  well  as  shoes  and  gloves. 
Working  io  leather  was  therefore  one  of  the  common 
Tsoationa  in  all  New  England  towoa. 

Oooaaqvently,  as  marfceta  and  means  of  eommnnioa- 
tion  developed,  it  was  natural  that  the  Quincy  people 
should  drift  into  shoemakinfr.  They  did  so  iis  mat- 
ter of  ooarse,  and  ns  early  as  llUb  the  business  had 
taken  root.  Noeh  Cnrtia  was  its  firander,  and  in  that 
year  he  made  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  pair  of  shoes, 
paying  for  such  as  were  haml-sewed  two  dollars  a 
dozen  pair.  Not  until  1822  was  the  Snnthern  trade 
opened.  By  1830  the  Curiises  hud  built  up  a  large 
and  profitable  bnrineaa,  and  the  esnaiis  of  seven  years 
Isler  showed  tbst  in  1837  no  leas  than  forty-sax 
thousand  pair  of  boots  and  shoes  were  niannfacttired 
in  the  town.  In  1856  the  Curtises  alone  made  forty- 
eight  thoosand  pair  of  boots,  giving  employujcot  to 

'  Bjr  thm  Slate  oMwat  of  187S  thara  appeartd  to  be  thirty- 
Mr«a  Mtabtlshmnitt  la  Qninej  in  tha  granita  bvitsMS  In  all 

Itg  braoob<'<.    Thcj  repre»«nte<i  a  capitiil  ni  sjSS.  JOO,  a  ytuij 
pradaet  valued  at  $77&,S84,  and  omplujred  617  m«o. 


four  hnndred  hands.  For  a  time  il  seemed  not  im- 
probable that  Qniney  might  vie  with  Broehton,  Lynn, 

or  Marlborough  as  a  great  centre  of  this  industry ; 
but  the  war  of  the  RehelMon  dealt  a  heavy  blow  to  its 
trade,  and  the  rapid  development  eUewberc  of  uia- 
chine-made  work  left  the  dd-faahioned  Qniney  meth- 
ods far  behind.  Aeoordingty,  after  1860  the  bnainesa 
as  a  whole  did  not  grow  in  Qniney  aa  it  grew  ebe- 
where. 

Nevertheless,  the  presence  in  the  town  of  this  in- 
dustry, together  with  that  of  atone-ontting,  greatly 
influenced  its  character.  The  population  underwent 
a  radical  ehaiiire.  A  new  mee,  of  different  blood  and 
religion,  had  come  in.  The  native  New  Kn^hindcr 
seemed  to  pass  out  of  the  fields  into  the  shops,  uud 
men  of  foreign  blood  took  his  plBe&  In  1830  tha 
Congregational  meeting-house,  though  then  called 
''the  Sioiic  Temple,"  and  the  Episcopal  Church  were 
stiil-ihe  only  buildings  in  the  town  m  which  religious 
services  were  held.  Mass  had  once  or  twice  beea 
observed  in  dwelling-honaea.  In  1831  a  Universalist 
society  was  organized,  and  in  1832  they  built  a  church. 
In  18.34  another  church  was  built  by  an  Evangelical 
Congregational  society ;  and  a  third  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopals  in  1838.  The  Bonnn  OathoKea  vera  alilL 
without  a  hnildiog.  There  were  now  many  of  that  faith, 
in  Quincy,  but  they  were  emigrants  and  they  were  poor; 
the  narrow  but  traditional  prejudice  against  them  and 
their  faith,  also,  was  strong  and  hard  to  be  outgrown. 
About  the  year  1838  an  oeeaaional  Maaa  waa  eele- 
bratedio  the  email  Wcat  Qniney  sduml'honse;  but' 
those  were  the  years  when,  under  the  combined  Native 
American  .ind  anti-Cathnlie  feeling,  Massachusetts 
was  in  a  dangerous  mood.  The  Mount  Benedict 
Honaatery  in  Chsrieatown  had  not  very  long  befern 
been  destroyed  by  e  mob ;  and  now  in  West  Quiney 
those  of  the  district  who  held  other  religious  views 
expelled  the  Catliolics  from  tlie  sehool-house.  For- 
tunately, belter  cuuusf  Is  and  a  kinder  feeling  prevailed, 
and  after  a  short  time  the  sorvieee  were  renewed 
there ;  nor  were  they  again  disturbed.  In  the  antnmn 
of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  West  Quincy  w. is  con- 

secrated, and  eleven  years  later,  in  iHitd,  8t.  John's 
Church  was  finished,  standing  almost  on  the  spot 
where  the  B|dsoopal  Chnrdi,  removed  tweoty^»ne 
years  before,  hud  atood  for  a  century.  Another 
Catholic  chapel  was  erected  in  the  North  District 
of  the  town  in  1874.  In  1842  there  were  about 
one  hundred  Catholics  in  Quincy;  in  1884  there 
were  more  worshipen  in  the  three  Cathotie  dinrehea 
than  in  all  the  other  e^^t  ehnrehea  of  the  town  oon- 
bined. 

If  the  multiplicatioD  of  secLu  and  churches  ufter 
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1830  WW  eooaiderable,  thut  of  schools  wm  «till  more  ;  school-bouses.    The  neighborliood  oehool  ftyitem  wtt 

so.    In  tlif  mnttpr  of  (nlucatiori  the  stat<»  of  things    thus  defitiitt'ly  fixtd  upon. 

had,  iadeetl,  then  become  such  ibat  it  was  obvious  a  That  this  should  have  been  so  vim  lu  mm^  reeipects 
cbuuge  of  system  must  b«  made.  Tbc  old  centre  UDforlauaie,  but  it  was  probably  Deoessary.  It  was 
gmnnar  aebool  oould  bo  longer  be  made  to  safioe.  ;  a  miatake  naturally  inddent  to  goTerameot  tbrottgh 
Ita  oondilioti  and  methods  havt;  already  been  dc-  town-m(!eting.  Town- meet iu<.^  are  not  inspired. 
Hcribf'iJ,  and  in  1827  thf  sch.  ul  cumiiiltlin',  of  which  ■  Having  fi>rtunatL't_v  im  infinitn  wisdDm  tn  c:tiid«'  and 
Thomas  Greenleaf  was  then  chairman,  reported  the  dwarf  them,  they  <;o  .stolidly  on,  working  their  way 
whole  number  of  children  in  all  the  scboob  as  font  in  perfectly  human  and  oominoDplace  faithioa  tbroagh 
bandred  and  aixty-ooe.  Of  tbeae,  twenty-live  only —  almosl  infinite  waste  and  failure  to  a  eertain  degree  «t 
nineteen  boys  and  six  girls — were  over  fourteen  years  succegs.  The  prooesa  ia  alow  and  espensive.  Ac- 
of  a'je,  so  early  even  at  that  lafc  poriinl  did  the  cordingly.  tlip  pulicv  respects  its  scliools  fixed  on 
schooling  stop.  Id  order  to  relieve  the  centre  of  aa  ^  by  Quincy  in  the  town  meeting  of  31arch  8,  1831, 
exeeasive  attendance^  two  winter  adiools  under  mas-  •  remained  ita  policy  for  over  forty  yean.    From  an 


ten— called  in  tbe  reports  men's  scbools,"  to  dis-  ^  edueational.  point  of  view  it  was  altogether  wrong, 
tingaish  them  from  tbe  old  dames*  schools  for  chil-    The  school  was  near  the  child's  home,  bot  at  the 

dren— had  bet-n  opened,  the  one  at  Pciin'i-  llill,  or  school  the  child  learned  tho  least  possible.  The 
the  South  District,  the  other  at  Bent's  Point,  or  the  grading  of  scholars  was  out  of  the  ^itestion,  and  in- 
Oldfiel^  District.  This  meaanre  bad  failed  to  bnog  competent  teachers  wasted  their  time  trying  to  im> 
tbe  wished-for  relief.   The  inerease  of  sohoUra  fVom  i  part  a  little  knowledge  to  many  children  of  various 

tbc  other  districts  wa.s  t>uch  that  the  CMltre  school  n:^' A  more  wasteful  system  oonld  hardly  have 
throughout  the  winter  had  an  average  attendance  nf  Iji  i  n  lievi'^fd.  From  the  money  point  of  view  it  uld 
one  hundred  and  toriy.  Crowded  into  u  single  school-  not  cost  much,  for  in  1827  the  annual  approprui- 
rooro,  these  seven-score  obildren  of  all  ages  were  j  tion  was  t3  for  each  scbobr,  and  the  ndgbboriiood 
uu(!ht  by  one  master,  who  was  paid  five  hundred  j  system  only  inorsosed  it  is  1831  to  13.67.  In  18M 
dollars  a  year,  aided  by  one  frniate  assistant,  who  was  |  it  had  fallen  to  82.89,  and  it  was  only  83.81  in  1850. 
paid  one  htitjdrt'd  and  twenty  dollnrs.  Under  these  Not  until  186H  did  the  annual  cost  por  scholar  in- 
circumstances  tlic  committee  of  1627  suggested,  not  ^  crease  to  over  %10.  The  town  had  then  grown  ap 
"for  immediate  adoption,  bot  for  deliberate  oonrid>  j  to  the  neighborhood  system,  Ibr  its  popnlntton  was 
e  rat  ion,"  the  idea  of  buildin^r  a  second  school-hou.se.  about  7000,  and  there  were  1634  diildren  in  the 
That,  it  stated,  wrvuld  "  afford  an  immediate  and  ef-  schiK)ls.  They  had  for  years  been  more  or  less 
fcctual  relief  I'or  many  yeari>."  AccorditiL'ty,  u^ter  graded,  and  a  eomcwhat  bcUer  ioslrucuoo  Was  pes- 
two  years  of  "  deliberate  consideration,"  the  town,  in  .  sible. 

1829,  voted  to  build  three  new  sohool-houses,  one  at  j     Tet  even  then  the  teaebiog  in  the  public  adiools 

the  North,  or  Farms  IMstriot,  one  at  the  Ka.st,  or  had  little  to  commend  it.  It  \Tiis  almost  wholly  con- 
Oldfields  District,  and  one  at  the  South,  or  Pcnn'»  fined  1. 1  vit':);iI  im  niniizins,  and  that  singular  mental 
Hill  and  Woods  District;  the  last,  being  a  combined  exercise  known  ris  parsio:;,  nr  th.>  uicchanical  appliea- 
arrangemeut,  was  to  be  of  stone  and  cost  as  much  aa  ^  tion  of  ccruiin  rules  of  grammar  to  words  and  sen- 


the  other  two  together.   In  the  spring  of  1830  the 

new  buildings  were  fini^lird.  and  the  committee  re- 
ported that,  including  tlic  land  nn  which  the}'  stood, 


tencea.   These  rules  never  had  any  mennti^  to  the 

scholars.  n>»r  did  the  knowing  how  to  pane  iu  any 

way  affect  the  scholar's  mode  of  speaking  or  wriiiri!* 


they  bad  cost  ret»pectively  $1112.59  for  that  of  .stone,  |  hb  mother-tongue.  It  was  the  same  with  arithmetic, 
and  $523  and  $422.02  for  the  others  of  wood.  This  ,  It  was  taught  by  rule.  This  was  that  old-fashioned 
fkiled  to  satisfy  the  town.  A  pernicious  idea  had  ■  schooling,  so  called,  which  is  still  oommooly  mpposed 
Ipined  footing  that  it  was  desirable  '*  to  bring  the  to  have  been  simple,  but,  in  some  unaS|ddoed  way, 
school  to  every  man's  door;"  and  in.stead  nf  cnTUTtt  yiccnliarly  thorough.  Accordingly  there  Hr<'  not  a  few 
trating  children  so  tliat  they  might  bo  divided  ac-  who  lose  no  opportunity  to  refer  to  it  with  resp^ful 
cording  to  age  and  taught  by  several  tendmrs  in  \  regret.  In  point  of  ftot,  in  no  troe  sense  of  the 
graded  schooh,  the  mistaken  policy  of  neighborhood  j  word  was  it  either  simple  or  thorough.  By  fbree  of 
sehools  of  all  ages  under  one  teacher  was  ado]>icd.  constant  iteration,  cmphasiied by  occasional  whippings, 
Accordingly,  the  next  year,  af^er  a  sharp  struggle,  the  ehild  did  indeed  have  certain  rules  and  f-irmula* 
in  which  the  town  divided  by  a  vote  of  eighty-four  i  so  impressed  on  the  memory  that  they  never  afterwards 
to  flbventy-eight,  it  was  decided  to  buiM  two  mere  *  faded  fiom  it}  but  so  did  the  borae!,  tbe  dog,  and  tht 
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pami.  Om  and  the  mum  method  of  inMniotioD  was 
mpplied  to  all,  hrnun  and  iMnte.    It  tRu  purely  a 

matter  of  uiemorizin<;  and  imitation  ;  the  observing 
aod  reattouiDg  faculties,  it  was  aappoaed,— if,  indeed, 
•D7  tbooght  vu  giTOD  Co  them, — would  develop 
themaelTM.  Sinee  the  days  of  the  "  Leanud  SohooU 

master,"  Beujumia  Tompsou,  Khool  methods  in 
Quincy  had  become  more  elaHoratc  and  far  more  cx- 
peneive ;  the  child  learned  more,  sucii  as  it  was,  bc- 
eeuM  it  woot  to  ecliool  wore  boam,  end  tbcie  were 
mmre  teiobem  end  better  text>books.  But,  m  far  as 
intelligence  of  method  and  system  was  concerned, 
there  had  been  little  change  nnd  no  rnnsiderable  im- 
provement. Nor  were  the  rtjtsului  anything  to  be 
proud  of.  The  average  graduate  of  the  gtammar 
school  c  ould  not  read  with  ease,  nor  could  he  write  an 
ordinary  letter  io  a  legible  haod  and  with  words  oor* 
rectly  spelled. 

Nor  in  thuste  respects  were  the  schools  of  i^uiucy 
wone  than  those  of  its  nster^towns.  This  was  at  one 
time  oonfidently  asserted,  and  the  friends  of  every 
system  which  breaks  Jowti  uikIlt  iuvt-stii^ation  always 
assert  that  such  system  was  nuturioudly  defective  at  the 
precise  point  where  the  investigation  took  plaoe.  In 
the  oaee  of  the  Quinegr  sehoola  it  was  nothing  of  the 
sort.  They  were  quit^'  as  irotxl  as  the  average  of 
Massachns^tts  town  schools.  TIijk  ajijir'arLd  very 
clearly  as  the  result  of  careful  inquiries  made  by 
agents  of  the  Sute  Board  of  Ednoation  in  1879. 
It  was  then  fonnd  timt  in  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  towns  iri  Norfolk  County  the  educational  methods 
in  use  in  the  schools  were  the  same  that  had  been 
immemorially  iu  use.  They  were  quaintly  primitive. 
Cbttdren  were  still  taught  to  spell  orally  and  in 
olaases,  and  the  writing  was  limited  to  what  was  done 
in  the  copy-books.  Accordingly,  when  told  to  write 
a  letter  of  a  few  lincM,  many  pupils  showed  at  once 
that  they  had  never  been  taught  even  the  mechanical 
pttrt  of  a  written  exercise,  while  eertain  of  the 
teaebers  aetnally  would  not  permit  their  schools  to  be 
8ubject<!d  to  so  unheard-of  a  test.  Their  sclmlars 
v»ere  taufrht  to  parse,  and  say  the  multiplicatiofi  table. 
Writing  Iclters  wsm  no  part  of  scltool  work.  Out  of 
eleven  huudied  scbolan  in  two  hundred  aod  twelve 
flehoob  who  used  in  composition  the  adverb  "  too," 
no  lefw  than  eight  hundred  and  tifty-niuc  spelt 
the  woril  incorrectly.  The  three  words  "  who.s**," 
"  which,"  and  scholar  "  were  given  out  for  written 
spelling,  and  while  there  were  fifty-eight  different 
wrong  spellings  of  *'  which,"  there  were  one  hundred 
and  eight  of  "  whose,"  and  two  liundri'd  ami  twenty- 
one  of  scholar."  For  thoroughness*  and  magnitude 
these  examinatioos  were  probably  never  surpassed. 


They  indnded  the  schools  of  ttventy-four  towns,  re- 
turning five  thousand  scholars.  The  tests,  of  the 
simplest  and  most  ordinary  description,  were  confined 
to  showing  the  results  actually  obtained  in  reading, 
writing,  and  ciphering,  niers  was  no  escape  flron 
the  conclusions  reached,  for  the  fao-mmtlcs  of  the  ex- 
amination papers  spoke  for  themselves.' 

In  1973  doubts  as  to  the  value  nf  the  ref:nU«  oh-' 
(allied  through  the  methods  then  in  use  had  for  some 
time  been  femag  themselves  on  the  minds  of  those 
then  oomposing  the  Quincy  school  committee.  Tfaej 
referred  In  their  reports  to  the  condition  of  "immo- 
bility '  which  seemed  to  prevail.  There  were  now 
twenty-seven  schools  in  the  Uiwu.  iu  which  thirty-two 
teechers  were  at  work  on  twelve  hundred  seholata. 
The  annual  cost  of  teaching  each  scholar  exceeded 
f  lurtecii  dollars.  Since  1830  the  number  of  tlioi^e 
taught  iiau  thus  increased  much  less  than  three-fold, 
while  the  cost  of  teaching  them  bad  increased  over 
fifteen-fold.  Under  these  eireumstanees  it  was  oh* 
vious  that  a  great  waste  of  pnUio  money  was  steadily 
going  on.  Tlic  enst  of  the  article  pnrchiifed  had  been 
immensely  increased,  without  any  corresponding  im- 
provement in  its  quality.  It  was  perfectly  true  the 
schools  had  been  hnmanind.  Boys  were  no  longer 
forced  as  a  punishment  to  clasp  hands  across  the  top 
of  an  over-heated  ,'itove  until  hoUi^  burned  in  their 
clothes  i  nor  were  they  made  to  whip  each  other, 
while  the  master  stood  over  them  and  himself  whipped 
that  one  who  seemed  to  dsoken  in  his  blows.*  Seenee 
like  these,  worthy  of  Dotheboys  Hall,  were  remi- 
niscences of  the  past.  Btit  tliere  wa^  no  reason 
to  suppoee  that  the  children  whcu  ihe^  lct\  school 
read  more  fluently,  or  wrote  more  legibly,  or  compated 
with  mors  iboility  than  iiad  their  fathers  and  mothers 
before  them.  Under  these  circumstances  the  com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  (hat  if  (he  town  was  not 
spendiDgau  undue  amount  ou  itJB  schools,  yet  certainly 
not  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  what  it  did  spend  was 
spent  effectivdy.  The  whole  thing  needed  to  be  re- 
formed ;  but  the  members  of  the  committee  did  not 
feel  themselves  cjnalifted  to  n  fortn  if.  Tliey  th'Tefore 
stated  the  case  to  the  town,  and  asked  for  authority  to 
employ  a  spedalist  ss  a  superintendent 

In  the  spring  of  1875  the  d«  ^-iri  *!  aiuliority  was 
given.  The  result  was  that  reform  in  >c  liool  iin  tliodH 
whiclj,  known  a-**  the  "  Quincy  system,"  within  the 
next  few  years  excited  fur  and  wide  an  almost  unpre- 
cedented interest  and  discossion.    It  was  the  work  of 

1  See  Report  of  KxAWiinatiuD  uf  Sal>iil«ra  iu  Norfulk  <'ounty, 
in  tbe  Portj-thfrd  AbbimI  HwpMi  {19W)  of  (be  Maan«hiiMtta 

nusrd  ur  Education.  * 
'Qaioejr  Patriot,  Feb.  21,  1S74.  * 
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the  aaperiareadeiK  then  mptojed,  F.  W.  Pitrker.  |  Tb«  cdacaUonal  joanale  feftmd  to  the  urgiincaM 

Mr.  Parker  was  hy  birth  a  New  Hampflliirc  man,  who  ,  or 
had  taujjhl  school  in  Oiiin  boPire  fhf  war  nf  the  Re-  of 
bellion,  and  during  it  served  ia  the  army,  attaiain^ 
the  nak  ef  eoloKd.  He  bid  theo  |>one  to  GemtDy 
in  order  to  study  the  moat  improved  edtteetionel 
methods.  Keturoing  to  Atuerii-a,  he  fell  in  with 
James  11.  Sladn,  then  one  of  the  Quincy  school  com- 
mittee, and  was  by  l>im  suggested  as  superintendeot. 
The  ehotoe  wm  b  most  fortunite  ooe.   Then  were 


Mr.  Perkcffl  frienda  as  "monnneMal  d^plaji 

i-iinoranco,"  and  it  required  the  nnanswerable 
factv  of  tbe  Norfolk  County  iovestigation  to  hi- 
isfy  them  that  the  «arlie»  ooodttiflii  of  a&in  hi 
the  Qaincj  aohoola  waa  both  oorreolly  atated  and  not 

exceptional.  All  this  noisy  discussion  did  but  spread 
far  and  wid.'  the  fame  nf  Mr.  Pnrker's  efforts,  and 
strangers  »uoo  b^a  to  come  to  Quincy  to  see  what 
the  thing  amounted  to.   Then  they  oame  to  aCndy  it. 


many  qualiflcatioDa  of  a  aaperinteodent  which  Mr.  i  finally,  the  town  aohoohi 


Parker  did  not  possess.  He  lacked  businc&<4  method. 
He  could  not  always  accommodate  himself  to  circiini- 
staoces  in  dealing  with  men.  His  practical  judgment 
was  often  bad.  He  was  apt  to  try  to  do  the  right 
thing  at  the  wrong  time.  He  was  impatient  of  oppo* 
sition.  Bur.  on  the  othtr  hand,  he  was  posBcsscd 
with  ;in  idea,  atid  he  was  iodefatisjahle  in  his  efforts 
to  put  it  in  practice.  He  knew  huw  to  infuse  hisown 
spirit  into  hh  teeehers,  and  he  possessed  in  a  marked 
d^^e  the  indescribable  quality  of  attiaoting  poblie 
notice  to  what  he  wa.s  dciiiiu'.  Tlie  essence  of  his  sys- 
tem was  simple,  nor  wa.«i  it  in  any  respect  new.  It 
was  a  protest  against  the  old  mechanicul  methods. 


riosity  for  the  display  to  the  world  of  the  new  system. 
Visitiirs  tronped  to  Quincy  by  hundreds,  and  at  times 
they  crowded  the  schooi-rooma.  It  became,  indeed,  a 
serioos  hindranee  to  instmotion,  and  bad  to  bo  regn- 
lated  by  the  committee. 

For  five  yars  Mr.  Parker  held  the  pot?ition  of  super- 
intendent. In  the  spriiiu'  i>f  l^Sll  he  was  chc>«en  one 
of  the  school  supervisors  of  Boetun,  and  euhsequenUj 
ho  became  the  head  of  the  Cook  Oonnty  Normal 
Sohool  of  IlUnoi.<«.  But  he  did  not  leave  Quinej 
until  the  reforms  he  had  instituted  ther.  had  Ix^^me 
firmly  establiiihed.  He  was  succeeded  by  one  of 
the  grammar-schuol  teachers  whom  be  had  hinuelf 


There  was  to  bo  something  in  the  soboob  besides  )  educated  in  his  listen.  The  sohoots  of  Qainey  were 
nemorixing  and  the  application  of  formulas.  The  |  then  flill  of  life  and  promise,  tod  tb«  edaeational  ad- 
child  was  no  longer  to  he  taught  on  the  snuie  prinei-  vnnf!«!refl  of  the  town  were  eonsidenible.  A  high 
pies  that  dogs  and  parrots  were  taught.  The  reason-  sckiooi  had  been  established  in  1B52,  and  the  Adams 
ing  and  observing  faculties  were  to  be  appealed  to.  .  Academy  had  been  opened  in  1872.  The  last  was 
The  objeot  always  to  be  kept  in  'view  wss  a  praotieal '  the  insdtntion  endowed  by  John  Adams  half  •  ceo* 


one.   A  race  of  men  and  women  were  to  be  prodnced 

who  mi?ht  indeed  not  lie  ahle  rcadilv  to  commit 
things  to  memory  or  to  repeal  rules  out  of  a  grammar ; 
they  would  not  be  disciplined  in  the  andent  way,  but 
they  would  be  accnstomcd  to  obsenre  and  think  for 

them'selves,  nnd  at  lea-st  to  read  and  writs  Boglish 

with  ea.-c  nnd  (iccenily.' 

Mr.  Parker's  labors  attracted  almost  at  once  the 


tury  before.    Dating  the  intermediate  time  Ihnds 

had  been  slowly  accumulating,  and  the  academy 
building  was  placed,  aa  the  founder  directed  it  should 
be,  on  the  exact  site  of  the  hooae  in  which  John 
Baocook  wss  bom. 

Nor  were  the  means  of  acquiring  n  hitrhcr  educatiaD 
in  t^fiiney  now  limited  to  its  schooU  and  academiai. 
Tlie  way  to  self-culture  had  been  thrown  wide  open  to 


nottoe  of  edaeaton.    He  was,  of  course,  severely    every  one  who  wnhed  to  treed  it^  for  a  free 


eritidsed  by  the  wlherents  of  the  old  system,  who 

vigorousily  asserted  that  what  was  good  in  his 
methods  was  not  new,  and  that  whnf  was  new  wa.s 
not  good.  The  asaerlion  that  the  results  produced 
by  the  old  ^stem  were  not  satis&etory  wss  angrily 
deaoaneed  as  a  slnr  on  the  well-eanied  fame  of  Mas- 
saehusettK.  Even  if  such  things  were  true,  it  was 
said,  they  ought  not  to  he  published  to  the  world,  for 
they  gave  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  common  schools. 


1  Tlr  Iciiiling  feiiturci'  nf  tho  .so  r.-t,lle<i  yuinoy  »v-^li-ii>  >i>Te 
Ml  fortii  til  iho  tiina  in  n  pap«r  entillo<i  "The  Departure 
la  the  Com  moil  SehooU  of  Qainey/'  which  WM  prilttad  id 
pamphlet  form,  and  'piix><e<l  mpidlj  thntigh  rtx  aditinm,  M- 
alUng  mu«b  public  diMuuioo. 


to  books  was  no  longer  the  ezoloMTe  priTllegn  of 

the  ricli  or  the  educated.  In  1871  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  five  liundriHl  dollars  was  voteii  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  free  public  library,  provided  an 
equal  sum  oonld  be  raised  by  private  enbsetiptkm. 
At  that  time  the  town  pnMticnlly  had  no  coUeodoo 
of  books  in  it  which  was  open  to  all.  The  <  >riinoT 
Lyceum,  which  dated  from  1820.  and  ufter  it  fhtj 
Adams  Literary  Association,  had,  to  a  limited  extent, 
snpplied  the  need;  tmt  their  means  were  small  and 
their  organisation  incomplete.  Aooordingly,  as  it 
had  been  in  the  hei'TTirnnf:  so  it  reninined  down  to 
the  year  1846,  whcu,  ibr  those  who  oould  afford  to 
buy,  the  railroad  made  the  bookstores  of  the  diy 
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•ooeniMe.   Bat,  to  liir  »  tbe  bnllc  of  inbklNUDto 

were  cAimrced,  thej  neither  had  my  boolu  within 
their  reach,  nor  did  thuy  know  how  to  use  them. 
The  purpose  of  Jobo  Adatns  in  giving  his  library 
to  tho  town  htA  wholly  failed  of  aocompluhmeot. 
Wh«o  he  did  it  bo  bad  his  owd  yovtb  in  niiiid.  Ho 
bad  been  brought  up  in  the  Braintrcc  of  fimuor  days, 
a  country  !ad  wholly  f»t  off  from  tho  means  of  a  ' 
laifser  education.    Uc  had  thus  been  compelled  to 
bmak  out  bii  owo  way  toanooeai,  and  bk  «iab  in  old 
ago  waa  to  mnoTO  tbo  olwtaolfla  wbidi  bad  inpoded  bin 
from  the  path  of  fbtwe  goaontiona  of  bis  townsmen.  | 
Out  of  narrow  means  he  aocordin-.'ly  endowed  nn 
academy,  and  be  gave  to  it  hie  own  library,  the  ool- 
leation  of  a  lifotino.  Hia  molivoi  won  genenma, 
bat  be  ooaM  set  foieaoo  tbo  obaiigea  of  the  fataro. 
The  hooks  were,  many  of  thcni,  roost  rare  ;itid  valu-  i 
abk' ;  but  !»tnd(nifs  were  few.  and  they  found  whnt 
they  wanted  more  easily  elsewbeic.    For  popular  use 
tbo  ooilootioD  waa  alnuM  iodieroasly  inappropriate. 
The  sebohr  and  tbo  poUio  oian  would  feel  at  home 
in  it,  hut  to  the  average  frequenter  of  the  modern  , 
public  library  it  was  much  what  «  rare  edition  of 
Shakespeare  or  of  Milton  is  to  one  as  yet  uniaagbt  to  | 
read. 

Tbis  the  towo  did  not  leaUze  at  the  Ume  the  gift 
waa  made,  :<nd  votes  wore  passed  for  the  iip[K)iulnu>nt 
of  a  librarian,  and  the  arraiiiremeiit  <if  the  books  so 
that  all  who  wished  so  to  du  might  consult  them. 
Tbo  coUoetion  then  ranuned  anoaied  fbr,  and  aeooHi- 
bfe  to  ereiy  one  fiw  nearly  tliirty  years.  During  that  i 
time  it  suffered  irreparable  injury.  Not  only  were  j 
many  volumes  taken  from  it  and  never  returned,  bat 
it  was  freely  robbed  of  the  autographs  which  gave  a 
poealiar  Talao  to  it  Whole  title-pagoa  were  tore  oat ; 
and  that  copiea  of  00010  of  the  oboicest  works  ever 
issued  from  the  proaa  renudood  maiatilated  waa  para 
good  fortune  only. 

Soob  waa  the  situation  in  1871  when  tbo  move  in 
behalf  of  a  modern  pablic  library  waa  made.  The 
two  tbonaand  five  hundred  dollan  from  private  sub- 
scription necessary  to  secure  the  town  endowment  wa.s 
soon  raised,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1871  there  was 
opened  in  Quincy  one  of  thoaeinMitiitiona,  nndraamed 
of  in  foi'Mei  ttmea,  whieb  may  witbont  exaggeration 
be  called  the  universities  of  the  poor.  The  crying 
need  which  existed  for  something;  of  the  kind  at  once 
became  apparent.  The  public  library  was  thronged  j 
with  young  people,  and  daring  the  next  twelve  months 
nearly  Ibrty-five  thoaaand  vdaaioe  wore  borrowed. 
AeeordiRgly,  it  at  once  i^amed  a  foremost  place  among  ' 
the  edncatinnnl  influences  of  the  town.  For  over 
two  years  a  room  was  provided  for  it  in  the  Adams  ' 


Aeademy,  bat  in  1874  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
school  under  Dr.  Dimmock's  management  made  a 
roniovul  necessary.  The  Secoml  OongregatioiiHl  so- 
ciety had  some  years  before  outgrown  that  first 
chnreb  building  of  thMrs  which  stood  cloae  to  the  site 
of  the  original  atone  meeting*honee  of  1666,  and 
being  vacant  it  waa  now  leased  by  the  towo.  To  it 
the  lihrary  was  removed,  and  there  it  remained  until 
the  Crane  Memorial  Hall  was  ready  to  receive  it  in 
1882. 

The  gift  of  tbia  bnilding  to  Qainey  waa  one  of 
tboee  inddeota,  both  interesting  and  peculiar,  which 
nre  pomcwhsit  rbaracteristic  of  New  Kngland.  It 
came  in  a  wholly  unexpected  way.  lo  one  of  their 
anneal  reptvta  the  Ubnry  tniateee  bed  ealled  attoi- 
tioo  to  the  fiust  that  of  tbo  aeveral  modera  divieiona 
of  the  original  town,  Holbrook,  Randolph,  and  Brain- 
tree  each  hfid  buildings  for  their  libraries  given  to 
them  as  memorials,  and  a  hope  was  exprcnsed  that 
Booner  or  later  '*  private  mnnifieenoe  may  supply  a 
pablie  oeed,**  and  Qainey  wonld  enjoy  the  same  good 
fortune.  This  was  in  February,  1879,  and  there  was 
then  no  reason  to  look  for  such  a  gift  either  imme- 
diately, or,  indeed,  from  any  particular  quarter.  No 
one  bad  intimated  a  diepoaitioo  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind. 

A  few  months  Inter,  bur  within  the  year,  a  ijcntlo- 
uian  witli  wliom  he  then  had  no  acquaiutunce  eamo 
into  the  Boston  office  of  the  chairman  of  the  trustees, 
and,  after  introducing  himaelf,  opened  the  eonvetaa* 
tinn  by  asking  if  Quincy  would  like  to  have  a  pabllO 
library  buiKlirii:.  Very  much  xurpri-<ed.  the  cbntrtnnn 
turned  to  bus  viiiit4>r  aud  aiiked  if  any  one  thought  of 
giving  tbo  town  such  a  building.  The  other  replied 
that  be  waa  notantborised  to  aay  who  be  repreaented, 
farther  than  that  it  was  the  fkmily  of  one  Quincy 
born,  but  now  dead,  who  many  yearp  before  had 
moved  away  from  Massachu^ietts.  Nothing  further 
waa  then  aaid,  nor  waa  anything  more  heard  of  the 
natter  for  aeveral  montba.  Meanwhile  aome  reports 
of  the  Library  and  ita  catalogue  were  sent  to  therepre- 
sontativK  of  the  unknown  family,  and  early  in  the 
following  winter  be  again  came  to  the  offioe  of  the 
obainnan  of  the  treat eea.  He  now  and  that  the  fam- 
ily in  qaeatioa  lived  in  New  York,  bat  that  they  dis- 
liked to  have  the  matter  discussed,  or  to  be  meotioned 
in  connection  with  it,  until  their  minds  were  fully 
made  up  as  to  what  they  proposed  to  do.  Id  reply 
Mr.  Otta,  the  gentlmnan  who  appeared  for  them,  waa 
assured  that  the  naalter  Aonld  net  be  mentioned,  birt 
the  chairman,  Mr.  Adam$>,  said  that  business  often 
called  bim  to  Xew  York,  and  he  would  be  triad  to 
meet  there  the  partie;*  in  question,  if  they  cared  to  see 
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him.  No  name  had  yet  been  giveD.  At  Icnijfli.  in 
February,  ISSfl,  a  irciitlptiia!)  called  on  Mr.  Ailmusiii 
New  Yurk,  and,  giving  Itls  name  as  Crane,  said  that 
he  had  come  to  «ee  bin  io  reUlton  to  the  proposed 
nenorie)  buildinf;  io  Qnioi^.  He  tlieo  eiplained 
the  <  >niii  (  tion  of  his  father's  family  with  Quincy,  and 
the  dt'!<ire  his  widow  ami  rliiliheii  had.  thoiiL'Ii  thpy 
bad  oeviir  lived  in  the  town,  to  there  erect  some  last- 
ing nenorial  to  hm.  The  lerak  of  the  iotarview 
was  that  Mr.  Adama  the  ant  day  carried  back  to 
Quincy  the  formal  offer  of  a  nieinorial  library  hull, 
which  a  fortni:rht  later  was  acted  upon  aod  accepted 
at  the  aoDual  towD-mceting. 

Steps  wore  at  ooee  taken  to  seeare  aa  a  aite  fbr  the 
proposed  bailding  that  lot  of  ground  whieh  Sir. 
Crane  had  pointed  out  as  in  his  opinion  bc-ist  adapted 
for  it  Dnriiitr  ihc  followintr  sumriior  plans  were 
uiaturcU,  and  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  cditice  was 
bid  on  the  22d  of  February,  1881.  It  waa  rormally 
dedicated  on  the  30th  of  May,  1882.  It  coniuiemo- 
rates  in  a  typical  way  a  mnn  who  was  himself  .si  nirularly 
typical  of  New  England  and  of  (Quincy.  Born  of 
old  Braintrce  slock,  Thomas  Crane  had  gone  tu  the 


There  u  a  degree  of  individnality  in  the  busioen 

history  of  Quincy  fincp  the  ycnr  133U,  and  conae- 
queotly  a  certain  interest  attaches  to  it,  owing  to  the 
faet  that  it  oeotred  inaioly  io  that  granite  which  un- 
derlaid the  sdl.  The  town  deak  in  ita  native  itone. 
The  religioufl  development  had  also  a  certain  ohar< 
aeter  of  it»  own.  It  was  libonjl.  Indeed,  the  utter 
abscuoe  of  Calvioiam,  or  strong  orthodoxy,  io  Ute 
tenet*  of  (hose  inhabiting  the  North  Preeinot  and 
Qainc^  is  so  narked,  and  ao  nnnsnal  for  a  Maaaadiu- 
t-ettN  commnnity,  that  it  cannot  escape  notioe.  When 
the  Unitarian  mnvt-ment  took  place  under  Channinjr's 
lead,  it  has  already  been  seen  that  it  excited  no  sar* 
prise  among  thoee  whoreeaned  the  teaehiDga  of  Leni> 
uel  Briaot.  Do  the  contrary,  the  tendeney  in  Quincy 
then  was  towards  Universalism.  Thomas  Crane,  for 
iiwfance,  feelinfi  a  strons  reliL'inas  eravini;  which  the 
teachings  of  Mr.  Whitney  did  not  satisfy,  found  what 
he  needed,  not  io  the  Braiotree  ehureh,  where  Dr. 
Storrs  still  held  up  the  ri^^id  belief  of  the  fathers,  but 
in  the  broader  Christianity  of  Father"  lli>s<  a  Bal- 
lou.  The  young  stone-cutter  woulii  walk  twenty  mil«s 
of  a  Sunday  to  listen  to  his  favorite  preacher.  No 


centre  grammar  acbool,  and  wenhiped  in  the  old  ^  orthodox  ehnroh  ever  etmdt  root  in  Qaioey.  In  mat- 
North  Precinct  meeting-house  until  he  became  a  man.  j  ters  of  cduciition  the  individnality  of  the  town  wns 

Ho  liaJ  tlicn  in  the  year  1R27  gone  away,  as  so  many 


others  went  then  and  later,  seeking  his  fortune.  A. 
stone-cutter  by  trade,  be  settled  in  New  York  City, 
and  there  married  and  had  ehUdren.  A  plain,  atraight- 
fonrard,  (^iierLctic  man,  he  gradually  amassed  a  for- 
tune, and  at  last  died  in  New  York,  April  1.  1875, 
io  bis  seveuty-&econd  year.  Though  he  often  came 
back  to  Qninoj  aa  a  visitor,  he  never  was  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  town  from  the  time  he  left  it  in  1827. 
The  members  of  his  family  had  few  associations  with 
it.  Yet  when  the  hnsbaiid  and  fatlier  died,  their 
thoughts  turned  tu  Quincy  as  the  place  where  be 
would  most  have  derived  to  have  his  memorial  stand. 
It  seemed  proper  also  that  it  should  stand  there.  Of 


le.«s  niai  kf'i].  The  schools  were  much  like  the  schools 
elM-wliore,  and  the  sudden  development  of  the 
Quiucy  ayatem"  came  from  without,  aod  was  largely 
a  matter  of  ebanee.  None  the  lew,  it  was  aomethiag 
that  .such  a  movement  was  possible.  It  showed  a  men- 
tal rcceptivene<!s,  a  faeiiltv  of  accpptinfr  new  idcav  atni 
responding  to  them,  which  was  io  keeping  with  the 
whole  religions  and  politieal  record  of  tlie  community 
which  John  Wheelwright  had  first  taught  The  soU 
wa.s  kindly  to  the  reformer,  ami  lii-<  labors  brought 
forth  sipwdy  fniit.^^.  I'ulitieally.  also,  the  later  history 
of  Quincy  was  not  without  its  individuality  and  sig- 
nifieanee.  The  old  and  new  eHeneots  wei»  always  at 
work  in  it.    Sometimes  the  one  would  attain  a  mas- 


all  the  many  young  men  who  early  and  late  had  goOe  tory,  and  its  inflaence  would  forthwith  ap|>ear  unmis- 

ont  from  the  town.  Tlinrnas  (Vane  had  been  the  most  takably  in  town-meetintr.  and  stamp  itself  on  the  rec- 

succeM>ful.    Dealing  all  his  lite  in  the  granite  which  ords  ;  then  the  other  would  by  degrees  assert  itaelf, 

underlaid  Quiocy,  his  Buooeaa  had  been  due  to  the  pos-  and  the  andout  order  of  things  would,  to  n  oertain 


sesMon  of  those  qualities  whieh  made  New  England. 

He  was  honest,  he  was  religious,  he  was  energetic  and 
enterprising  and  patietit.  His  life  was  wholly  unas- 
suming, and  when  he  died  lew  in  Quincy  remembered 
that  auoh  an  one  had  ever  lived  there.  His  name 
is  now  and  will  long  be  u  household  word  in  the  place 
where  he  pas.sed  his  youth,  and  from  which  he  went 
forth  ;  nor  could  a  better  ''xample  of  native  sfrtjugth 


extent,  be  restored.    The  old  politieal  habito'  and 

traditions  could  not  be  destroyed ;  and  yet  the  rapid 
infu«inn  of  foreign  elements  would  thmuph  \mz 
})eriod.s  of  time  seem  to  obliterate  them.  Absorption 
and  eduoation  went  on  eontinually ;  the  new  affected 
the  old,  and  the  old  gradually  influenced  the  new.  Tn> 
deed,  the  process  which  upon  the  large  scale  wji? 
working  itself  out  all  over  thu  continent,  might  in 


and  homely  virtues  be  held  up  belore  its  children  for  I  Quiocy  be  studied  in  detail.    Here  was  one  of  the  io 


imttatioD. 


dividual  units  of  whieh  the  other  was  the  aggiegate. 
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After  the  formation  of  the  United  Sutet  goTem* 

ment,  all  throuiib  the  administrations  of  Jefferson 
nnd  Madison,  including  the  war  of  1812,  ii  hua  been 
•eeo  Uiat  Qainoy  politicallj  was  a  strong  Federalist  ^ 
town.   Down  even  to  the  jenr  1624  it  stood  firndy  • 
ont.   In  1823,  Dr.  Enatii  me  elected  Ooveraor  over 
Harrison  Gray  Otb,  the  candidate  of  the  old  Feder> 
alists ;  bnt  Qiiiney  none  t!ie  less  grave  Mr.  Otis  n  nia- 
johtj  of  sixtj-tiix  in  a  total  vote  of  two  hundred  aud  ^ 
four.    Nor  did  it  ebange  under  defeat^  for  the  next  j 
year  it  gvn  «xtj*three  majerit j  afiiiaioBt  Governor  i 
Eastis,  though  his  election  in  the  State  was  a  fore-  ' 
gone  conclusion.    Thon  came  the  Prcsi'lential  cain- 
patgQ  of  1825,  and  the  Federal  party  disappuitrud  for- 
ever.   In  Quincy  sllwu'e  Adams  men,and  thcj  .so  re-  { 
nained  nntil  Jong  mfier  the  eieetioo  of  Gen.  Jaeksonj  ! 
Then  the  Jackson  deniocracy  began  to  make  its  pres- 
ence fplt.     lt»  growth  at  first  wa^  very  slow.  In 
!November|  1830,  ex-Presideol  J.  Q.  Adams  was 
bmoght  fbrnard  as  a  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Plymotitl)  (li-trict  to  succeed  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Hing* 
ham,  who  declined  re  election.  In  Quincy  Mr.  Adams  , 
received  sevrnty-^ix  vote«5  to  ten  ra«t  fnr  the  Jackson  ' 
caiidida(*:.  At  liieiiexi  State  eieciion  Marcuji  Morton,  | 
the  Demeeratie  candidate  for  Governor,  had  fourteen 
votes,  while  Governor  Uocoln  received  two  hnndred  ' 
and  eleven.    Then  gradually  a  chan.'e  came.    A  new 
element  had  found  its  way  into  the  town.    The  old 
agricaltunil  interest  waa  no  longer  the  only  iuteres^u  I 
In  1837  more  than  five  hnndred  hands  were  em-  j 
ployed  in  the  quarries.    The  '^wiw  •  r  p<»tioo  of  these  ; 
were  not  Qniney  born.    Many  uf  ih^m  were  foreiirn 
era,  especially  Irish,  and  Caiholic.-*.    More  yet  were 
Americans,  from  New  HsmpHhiro.   These  last  were  | 
«  atnrdy,  rough,  fleeting  population,  with  no  knowU  | 
edge  of  town  tradition.s,  and  a  strong  general  disposi- 
tion to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket.    Tliey  did  not  live 
in  Quincy,  but  came  dowu  froto  ibe  North  tu  the 
spring  to  get  a  snmmerV  work ;  and  at  the  season  of  . 
^eir  ooming  stageHMNudi  a^  atage-eoaeh  from  Boston  | 
would  be  loaded  down  with  them  and  their  baggage. 
In  March  they  voted  for  Iwac  Hill,  orhh  Domoeralic 
nominee,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  iu  November  they 
voted  for  Harcns  Morton  tn  Quincy.   They  wwe  a  i 
foreign  voting  element ;  hut  there  was  also  n  new  | 
domestic  voting  element  which  had  now  to  be  taken 
into   account.     The   shormaktnir   popxilation  had 
greatly  increased.  Tbi:^  was  ol  a  wholly  different  type 
from  the  stone-workiog  popohtion.    The  day  of  ^ 
great  shoe-factories  tod  maxdiine-made  work  was  yet 
distant.    The  men  and  women  whn  made  shoes  n?;  a 
trade  worked  mainly  at  their  horaes.    As  an  oeeupa-  j 
tioD  this  lacked  the  maolinesa  and  rubutit,  out-door  ' 


vigor  of  stone>catting.   The  shoemaker  worked  day 

in  and  day  out  in  the  little  ill-ventilated  cobbler'a 
room  ntfnehed  to  the  dwcltinir,  whieh  in  winter  was 
heated  by  a  stove  an<l  &melt  of  burnt  leather.  He 
atuok  to  his  last ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  talked  a  great 
deal  of  polidca  and  political  uanes,  thonra^ly  eaa- 
vas>ing  all  men  in  public  life  from  President  Jackson 
down  til  Mr.  Greenleaf.  the  traJiti  .nal  moderator  at 
town-racoting.  The  shoemaker  was,  m  a  rule,  uo^  a 
Fed^liat  [  hut  he  did  not  vote  the  Demooratio  tidcot 
in  the  same  way  the  quarryman  voted  it.  His  was  not 
that  rough  and  somewhat  turbulent  independence. 
Intellectually  he  was  of  a  finer,  keener  type ;  physi- 
cally ho  did  not  sustain  the  comparison  well.  He 
was  apt  to  he  round-shouldered  and  holloW'Chested, 
thin  and  loog-limbcd.  He  lacked  the  muscle  of  the 
stone-cutter.  In  politics  he  was  inclined  to  admire 
what  he  called  "  sniartnefss"  rather  than  grasp,  and 
thuui:h  he  would  uot  vo(e  lor  a  couvtcted  knave,  be 
fiilt  a  good  deal  of  inner  kiodneas  for  the  sneoessitil 
rascal,  and  an  absolute  contempt  for  the  well-inten- 
tioned flolt  He  loved  [mlitieal  intrigue  and  ennihi- 
nation,  and  ouuld  be  depended  u{k)u  by  the  wire- 
puller j  though  he  soon  saw  through  the  merely 
loud-vmoed  demagogue. 

Such  were  the  political  elemontis  which  between 
1830  and  18  10  beiran  to  nriinple  and  contend  fnr  mas- 
tery in  the  Quiucy  town- meeting.  First  were  ilie  old 
Gonial,  native  stock,  living  by  agriculture,  slow,  cod> 
servative,  and  generally  disposed  to  ehow  much  defer- 
ence to  (be  opinions  of  the  gentry.  Next  came  the 
qiinrry-men,  eonijmsed  of  iinisr,  lunsoiil.ir,  hard-livins 
native  Americans,  with  small  reverence.  Then  the 
foreigo>bom  Catholics  who  instioeUvely  Mded  against 
all  settled  political  traditions.  Lastly,  the  shoemakers, 
mainly  Americans,  but  disinclined  to  the  old  ways 
and  the  old  lender*,  and  dispn-.  d  tu  niaitago  things 
by  intrigue  and  combination  without  much  regard 
to  precedent.  It  is  almoet  needlem  to  say  that  in  the 
presence  of  such  elements  as  these  the  downftll  of  the 
local  gentry  influence  was  a  more  question  of  time. 
The  ,-pirit  of  democracy  was  afloat  in  the  land,  and 
the  movement  which  had  carried  Jackson  into  the 
Presidency  on  the  larger  theatre,  on  the  smaller  was 
destined  soon  to  drive  Thomaa  Greenlesf  out  of  the 
management  of  town  affairs.  The  L'ti'Wth  year  by 
year  of  the  vote  cast  tor  Marcus  Morton  marks  the 
advance  of  the  tide.  In  1829  he  received  one  ballot 
only,  and  in  1832  he  had  bnt  twenty.  In  1835  he 
had  got  up  to  forty-two,  and  the  nest  year  to  one 
hundred  and  fortv  elL'ht.  Two  years  later  the  revo- 
lution in  public  opinion  was  oompiet«,  and  Marcui^ 
Morton  polled  two  hundred  and  sixty  votes  to  one 
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hondred  and  geveaty-two  for  Governor  Everett.  Th« 
siie  of  the  vote  sbowfcl  also  the  rapid  incToasr  of  the 
population  under  the  new  buciiness  development.  In 
1830  onlj  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  ballots  were 
Nat  in  the  election  fer  OoTeraor;  in  1840  the  amn- 
ber  bad  iiuTpused  more  than  flTe^lbld,  :iL'*-'rcu;ating 
peven  liundred.  Thin,  it  is  true,  was  a  Pi\'>i(iontial 
election,  and  a  very  exciting  one, — the  famous  hard- 
dder  and  log- cabin  campaign.  But  the  Presi- 
dential eleotioD  of  1828  waa  atao  an  ezdting  ofte,  in 
which  i\  (^uiiioy  n)an  was  a  candidate.  Yet  in  1828 
only  one  iHindrod  and  twenty  three  votrs'  were  cast, 
or  scarcely  a  sixth  part  of  those  cast  in  1840. 

In  the  town,  as  in  the  netion,  the  prooan  of  abaorp- 
tbn  and  amalgamation  wwe  now  to  be  gone  through 
with.  The  inrush  of  foreign  elements  had  been  too 
rapid.  It  tended  to  unsettle  cverythinff.  Nor  did 
it  soon  atop.  Up  to  this  time  the  agricalturalista — 
the  fana-handa — ^faad  been  mainly  Amerioana.  The 
Iriah  new  be|inn  to  take  the  place  of  dteae  men  in  the 
fields,  while  the  new  generation  of  Americans  either 
found  employment  in  shops  and  mechanical  pnrsnits 
or  became  sbocmakera.  The  more  adventurous  and 
enterpiiaing  went  to  the  dtlee,  or  eonght  their  for^ 
(vnee  in  the  Wr^t.  But  (he  result  of  it  all  was  a 
complete  change  in  the  character  of  the  town.  It 
wns  a  change  nlso  for  the  worse.  The  old  order  of 
things  was  duubtleas  «>low,  oonscrvutive,  traditional, 
hut  it  waa  eoonomical,  simple,  and  irarinesa-Kite. 
The  new  order  of  things  was  in  all  respects  the  re- 
verse of  this.  The  leaders  in  it  prided  themselves 
on  their  enterprise,  their  lack  of  reverence  for  tra- 
dition, their  confidence  in  thcmeclves;  but  they  were 
noisy,  unnethodtoal,  io  reality  ineomprtent,  and 
jaltogether  too  often  intemperate. 

Aeenrdiii<:ly,  neither  (lie  business  record  nor  the 
moral  record  ot  the  town  were  now  creditable.  There 
was,  as  respects  the  fyctit,  no  ahaolnte  eorruption ;  the 
method  of  doing  borineia  was  aimply  tooee.  The 
town  debt  was  an  iUostration.  It  was  a  small  afTair, 
amounting  to  only  a  few  thousand  dollars,  when,  in 
1837,  Congress  passed  an  aot  for  the  distribution  of 
the  anrplna  natioDal  rcTenne.  Under  the  operatiom 
of  this  act  no  less  a  sum  than  $5148  fell  to  the  ahare 
of  Qotncy,  and  was  regularly  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  town  debt.  It  should  have  sufficed 
to  extinguish  it ;  yet  the  very  next  year  the  debt  was 
Isiger  than  ever.  The  surplus  was  muddled  away. 
The  eipenace  exoeeded  the  appropriationa ;  the 
ficicnciea  were  not  provided  for,  the  treasury  was 
falling  into  a  system  of  vcurly  arreart^.  Sn  aI«o  as 
raapecta  the  moral  quettiiun.  In  1835,  and  again 
•in  1836»  •  movement  was  made  in  the  direction  of 


tenperance  reform.    There  was  an  article  in  the 

wnrrant  of  each  of  thn>Ee  years  to  see  if  the  town 
would  instruct  the  seleetnien  not  to  licens*  plaep*  for 
the  sale  "of  Kum,  Brandy,  Gin,  or  other  Spirituuuj 
liquors.**  There  was  a  sharp  strug^c,  and  the  prop- 
osition was  rt  jccted  by  a  majority  of  two  only  ta  S 
total  vote  of  15>!.  At  the  eleetion  of  that  year 
13H  votes  were  thrown  for  Governor  Everett  to  42 
for  Marcus  Morton.  The  next  year  Morton's  vole 
inereaaed  to  148,  and  the  proposal  not  to  Keeose  wu 
defeated  by  32  majority ;  nor  was  it  egaio  reitened. 
The  growth  of  sentiment,  on  the  eontrary,  wa.« 
tioctly  in  the  other  direction.  Three  years  later,  in 
1839,  Morton  reodved  326  votes  to  231  east  Ar 
Sverett;  the  Jaokson  Demeoracy  were  in  full  saeea- 
dency.  And  now  the  -  \  nteenth  article  in  the 
warrant  for  the  annual  nieetinp:  was  to  knnw  if 
the  Town  will  allow  s  temperate  use  of  ardent  spirits 
to  the  Fanpera  when  they  work  on  the  road  or  fimB," 
and  by  a  TOle  of  86  to  76  It  was  ao  ordered.  TIm 
same  year  the  mysterious  diitappearance  of  the  eoa- 
tents  of  a  cask  of  mm  stored  at  the  alm«houw  wm 
made  the  subject  of  a  jocose  paragraph  in  a  fonnil 
wpati  made  to  the  town  by  one  of  ita  eommilteei. 

The  Mhoob  also  felt  thia  tnfluenee.  A.  ehange  ftv 
the  worse  Is  reflected  in  the  reports  of  the  school  com- 
mittee. Thi«  committee  dates  from  1827.  when  the 
law  passed  the  year  before  took  effect,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  present  the  annual  repoita  are  conmeii* 
tive.  The  first  waa  signed  by  Mr.  Qreeoleaf,  m 
chairman,  and  was  a  well-expressed,  sensible  pap  r. 
The  following:  is  an  extract  from  a  report  made 
some  tell  years  huer  : 

"Tlio  »ohool  in  the  Centre  District  has  been  le«*  yalisrictorT. 
'I'lu-  Coin  111  itl(H3  think  weJI  of  the  lit«r»ry  qualiflraliciDt  of  IIm 
Maalmr,  utA  w«re  •■iisfivd  with  tbo  eonrwe  nf  inctractioa  par- 
wed  in  the  Bahool  and  bellere  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
8choUrK  have  made  iui|iroveiiient,  but  the  bcb»vi>>urof  a  p«it 
of  the  School  at  the  examination  wae  fwrj  unbeeomiof. 
Ahoat  half  •  doien  of  the  tarjieet  Bojs  difttBunidieil  th«a* 
fi-lit"  ir.t  f-r  ihi'i  r  C'^jil  l)i'liuvi<jur.  but  for  llii.-ir  h-.il  bi  liKvi.ii;:, 
for  which  conduct  tbc^  received  iho  unqualified  ceniure  tod 
dieapprobatiwi  of  tiw  Oomuiittae." 

But  the  abw  phaae  of  tnnsition  throagh  whiek 
Qainey  was  now  paaring  is  marked  more  distinotly  oa 

the  record  in  the  support  it  accorded  to  John  Quiacj 
Adams  than  in  any  other  one  thing.  It  is  hardlj 
necesirary  to  repeat  that  tiic  pliase  referred  to  was  not 
peculiar  to  Quiney.  It  waa  a  popular  mofemiat 
which  originated  in  the  Weat|  and  spread  allorertha 
country.  Andrew  Jackson  was  ita  ptilitieal  Lxponcnf. 
His  methods  were  it.«  methods.  The  nation  was  iu 
lieid,  therclore  ;  but  its  spirit  and  peculiariti^  can  be 
moat  cloaely  atudied  in  the  town.  It  ia  Dcedlea  to 
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Mjr,  abo,  that  J.  Q.  Adanw  «m  no  lew  dbmnioiw  to  | 
the  new  spirit  tliati  the  oe»  spirit  was  to  bin.    He  ; 

had  met  it  beforr  in  the  ooantry  at  lartre,  and  been 
forced  to  Buccunib  to  iu    He  was  now  to  meet  it  iu  ^ 
bit  mm  trnro*  Unfike  bw  father,  Mr.  Adam  had  j 
never  been  ekady  identified  with  bis  btrthplaee.  In- 1 

deed,  from  the  time  he  sailed  to  F^urope,  in  Novem- 
ber. 1779,  to  the  time  when,  in  1829.  he  came  home 
a  defeated  Preeideot, — a  period  of  half  a  c*mury, 
—he  WIS  an  alinost  eonfilete  stranger  in  Quincy. 
Tet  he  bad  a  strong  hold  on  the  old  native  popohition.  | 
They  saw  in  him  (nw  of  tlu'iimclves.  Accordingly, 
Id  1825  the  town  gave  the  Adams  electoral  ticket  a 
uaaoimous  vote,  and  in  the  campaign  of  four  jeare> 
later  his  vietorimis  opponent  received  only  three  bsl- 1 
)ota  in  Qnincy.    Between  1830  and  1836,  Mr.  Adams  , 
wns  four  times  elected  to  Con^-ross  from  the  Plymouth  ' 
district,  of  which  Quiocy  was  thi'ti  a  |iitrt.     At  each  ! 
election  he  had  uluiueil  the  entire  vote  of  the  town.'  j 
In  1833  be  was  the  eandidate  of  the  Antl-Masome 
party  fur  Guvernor,  and  in  Qnincy  be  had  149  votes 
to  97  for  the  two  other  candidate?.    In  1S36  the 
change  began,  and  two  yeani  later  Morton,  for  Got- 
emor,  had  98  majority  over  Everett  in  a  vote  of  432.  j 
Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.  AdauM  still  held  the  town,  I 
receiving  183  votes  to  76  cast  for  three  other  esndi>  i 
dates.    Two  years  later,  iu  the  HarriTOn  cnmpnijin,  ' 
Qainoy  was  closely  contested.    M  r.  Adams,  owing  to 
hia  anti-abtvery  conrae  in  Congress,  was  peculiarly  ob- 
noziona  to  the  Demoorata.   The  Harrison  ticket  had  | 
•  n^ority  of  five  votes  in  the  town  ont  of  a  total  of 
695.  but  Marcus  Morton  for  Onvernor  ran  48  votes 
ahead  of  John  Davis.   Mr.  Adams,  though  receiving 
more  votca  than  Governor  Davis,  yet  M  three  bebiod 
hia  own  «|i|waent^  WiUiam  M.  Jackson,  who  had  349 
votes.    In  1842  there  was  a  general  collapse  of  the 
Whig  party.   John  Tyler  was  ['resident,  and  the  Dc- 
jsocracy  were  altc^ether  in  the  ascendant.   In  Quincy 
Morton  had  a  majority  of  29,  and  Mr.  Adaaw  was 
again  beaten,  Exn  Wilkinson  reeeiviog  289  vatea,  or 
four  more  than  he    Philosophizing  over  this  result  in 
his  diary,  he  remarked  that  "  the  people  are  a  wayward 
master."    In  1844  took  place  the  exciting  btruggle 
wbieb  preceded  the  Mexiean  war,  and  Polk  was 
eleeied  over  Clay.    In  his  district  Mr.  Adania  had 
two  opponents,  and  ok  the  election  drew  near  he  looked 
forward  "  with  pcarrely  doubt inp  anticipation"  to  his 
own  defeat.    In  i^uiuuy  the  vote  was  close,  but  the 

1  The  exact  ToffR  at  cri.  ti  i-tection  were  ««  Tollows :  Not.  1, 
1S30.  Adams,  76  i  iiiij iiu.  ;  Thompson.  Id.  April  1,  IH^.S. 
A  liini',  164;  Lincoln,  89;  Doan,  11.    Nov.  10,  18:il.  Adniiiii. 

Brewer,  1.    Nov.  14,  183S.    Adama,  17«j  Linooln,  9; 
Berrall,  1. 


Demoerata  maintained  their  asoendaney,  thongh  "  eon- 

sisting,''  as  Mr.  Adams  wrote,  "  of  transient  stone* 
cutters  from  New  Hampshire."  Mr.  Buneroft  re- 
ceived eight  votes  more  than  Governor  Briggs.  Bat 
thia  time  Mr.  Adams  had  the  satiafteliaa  of  nmning 
eoosiderably  ahead  of  the  Pieaidential  tieket,  leoeiv- 
ing  345  votes  to  312  cast  for  Isaac  Hull  Wright,  his 
Democratic  opponent.  The  election  of  1846  was  the 
last  in  which  Mr.  Adams  was  concerned.  That  was 
a  year  of  Whig  triumph,  and  even  in  Qnincy  the 
Whig  eandidate  had  a  large  majority.  As  for  Mr. 
Adamf,  he  seemed  to  have  outlived  the  opposition  to 
him,  and  lii.s  partiuL'  majority  fnmi  Quincy  was  a 
gratifying  one.  It  spolce  of  earlier  timcfi.  He  re- 
ceived 232  votea  to  213  cast  for  five  di£ferent  oppo- 
nents- 
Like  the  otlier?-.  tlii."  hist  vote  in  (Juincy  wns  sig- 
nificant. To  a  certain  degree  only  was  it  personal. 
The  town  was  entering  upon  a  new  and  distinct  phase 
of  tnnrition  which  already  began  to  show  itself  in  the 
deotion  returns.  In  November,  184.'>,  the  Old  CoU 
ony  railroad  ^v-;^  opened  to  travel,  and  from  that  time 
Quincy  becaue  n  buburb  of  Boston.  Not,  of  course, 
that  the  change  made  itself  felt  at  once.  The  people 
went  on  in  tbdr  aoeostomed  ways ;  bnt  none  the  lem, 
from  the  banning  of  1846  the  coaotry  village  (for 
it  still  was  a  country  village  then)  and  the  city  were 
in  quick  and  easy  conueotioo.  The  rest  was  a  mt^re 
question  of  time;  and,  indeed,  it  was  twenty-five 
yean  before  the  transitbn  was  eomplece.  The  suo> 
cessful  organization  of  a  suburban  land  company  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  town  in  1870  marked  the 
event.  Boston  had  again,  just  two  hundred  and 
forty  iivc  yeam  later,  had  enlaigenent  at  Monnt 
Woilaaton,  and,  Qnini^  beeame  a  spedea  of  deeping 
apartment  conveniently  near  to  the  gr«it  cityoonnt* 
ing-room. 

In  1875  the  population  was  returned  at  9155,  or 
a  little  more  than  foarfold  what  it  was  (2201)  in 
1830,  and  the  order  of  change  from  the  agricnlturd 

villnOT  to  the  stihiirbari  town  can  he  iiiitflv  reoapit- 
uiated.     Lipoo  the  original  y«j(in)iin  and  farm-liand 
I  basis  the  quarry-meu  had  first  cauie  iu  Irum  uutaide ; 
while  at  the  same  time  the  yonng  townsmen  had 

gone  out  of  the  fields  into  the  t<hop.  ahaiid(Oiin<;  the 
plow  and  flie  peythe  for  the  nwl  and  tlie  last.  Then 
came  the  Irish  laborer,  working  in  the  quarries,  on 
the  roads  and  as  farm-hand,  bringing  with  him  the 
I  Catholic  Chureb,  and  combining  with  theatone^ntter 
to  vote  the  Democratio  ticket.   Lsat  of  dl  appeared 
]  the  dwelhr  near  the  city,  having  store.  ofRee,  or 
I  couuting-room  in  Boston,  and  regarding  Quincy  sim- 
t  ply  as  a  plaoe  nonvenient,  at  wiiidi  bb  family  lived 
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and  lie  ^li  ]it.  ThlS  lut  d«W  to  a  very  great  degree  while  the  Deinor  ralie,  except  ia  its  ferugD  TOto,  WM 
aJisnrbed  tln^  descT'ntlants  of  the  original  settlor-,  and  liDricy-combi'd  with  antl-.slavcrv  sentiment.  Th" 
the  wliole  mass  frradually  resolved  itself  into  the  Free-8oiiers,  an  they  were  called,  held  the  haiance  of 
luudem  town  cuuiiuuDity.  But  certainly  the  change  power.  So  things  went  on  uoiii  lSa4.  Then  tbc 
from  ParMm  Tonpsoo  and  teacher  FIjot  end  Judge  genenil  e»Uii»e  cane,  and  in  Qnincyik  waa  oomplete. 
Quincy  and  Deacon  BaBS  to  (he  modern  Btooe^sntter,  A^^  n>ual,  the  rcHult  of  political  disintegntion  waa  at 
clerk,  and  merchant  wa«  notiofaldo.  Nor  at*  an  his-  fii>t  in  no  way  what  tliKse  who  had  been  cnirnir^d  in 
torical  study  were  the  characters  of  the  several  periods  bringing  it  about  either  anticipated  or  denired.  For 
devoid  of  ioterciit,  tiiough  the  i>tage  »a»  small.  i  more  ibao  a  dozen  yeara  they  had  been  working  lo 

The  final  change  in  the  character  of  the  town  thus  '  break  ap  the  old  prCiea,  i  eitber  of  which  oovU  la 
began  with  1846.  Less  than  two  yean«  later  John  the  least  he  depended  on  when  any  question  of  slnTCIJ 
Quincy  Adams  died.  T!»c  annexation  uf  Texas  had  was  at  wno.  Both  were  afraid  of  it.  and  the  Democ 
tlien  b«ca  effected,  and  the  war  with  Mexico  was  racy  were  at  heart  false  upon  it.  To  break  up  the 
over.  A  new  political  queatioo  had  forced  its  way  to  I  old  m^oiaationa  and  form  a  new  one  on  an  anti-eUveij 
the  honty  and  aUvery  was  the  impending  iaane.  |  basia  waa  the  darling  wiah  of  the  agitatora.  Proni- 
Qnincy  was  never  a  pro  bluvery  town.  The  quarry-  nent  amotig  these  was  Charles  Francis  Adams,  who, 
men  and  the  Irish  voted  the  Dcmocralic  ticket;  but  all  his  curlier  life  a  resident  in  Bii>tiin  and  one  of  its 
the  old  native  element  had  always  sympathized  with  representatives  in  the  dLe^islature,  had  upon  hii 
Bfr.  Adama  daring  hie  long  struggle  in  Congress,  and  '  fiither*s  death  heoome  a  dtinen  of  Quincy.  Mr. 
among  his  townamen  hia  teachings  had  not  been  lost.  {  Adama  in  tS48  broke  awaj  from  the  Whig  pMtj.aod 
Many  of  them  were  Democrats  ;  but  they  were  the  was  a  candidate  for  the  Vice-Presidencj  on  the  ticket 
old  .Tackson  Democrats,  who  had 'jrown  up  opjw-sed  to  with  Van  Buren.  He  was  now  laHf>r!ng  to  build  tip 
the  local  Federalist  and  gentry  rule  ut  men  of  the  ^  the  Free-Soil  party,  and  in  1853  he  bad  in  Quincy 
Thomas  Oreenleaf  type,  and  onee  they  were  aatiailcd  I  been  made  the  vietim  of  a  wretohed  poliUoal  ia> 
that  Demoeraey  meant  the  aprcad  uf  African  .slavery,  trigne  among  the  foreign  Demooratio  voten  of  (he 
their  revolt  was  a  foregone  conclusion.    But  they  town. 

were  slow  in  eoniinfjr  to  that  conviction,  for  these  men  A  convention  was  then  to  be  held  to  rev)?«e  the 
were  closely  identiiicd  with  the  leather  interests,  and  Cun>>titutiuu  uf  the  State.  Quincy  wa«  entitled  u> 
the  Quincy  1ioot*nMike>s  deaft  largely  with  the  South.  |  two  repreeentativea,  and  it  was  understood  in  the 


The  break  came  in  1848.    The  con.science  Whigs  of 


town  that  the  Democrats  and  Freo-Soilers  would 


Massachusetts  then  rcfu>cd  to  vote  for  Gen.  Taylor,  unite,  each  party  naming  une  dele-jato.  The  Free- 
and  the  Barn-burners  of  Now  York  refu.'«od  to  vole  Soilers  were  true  to  their  part  of  the  agreement,  and 
for  Lewis  Ca.ss.  The  two  factions  met  at  BufTulu  in  on  the  fln^t  ballot  a  Democrat  was  chosen.  Mr.  Adams 
August  of  that  year,  and  nominated  a  aeparate  ticket '  waa  the  candidate  of  the  Free^oilers ;  hot  the  Irish 
with  Martin  Van  Buren  at  it.s  head.  Tiie  political  faction  had  been  worked  upon  by  certain  utterlj  falm 
effwt  of  this  in  ♦  Jiiiiicv  was -ingular,  and  showed  how  .«tories  as  to  hi<a  rf«nrse  in  the  Li';_'i-.latare,  and  they 
the  Congrcssinnui  action  of  J.  Q.  Adams  had  sunk  rctii.sed  to  vote  for  him.  It  was  simply  a  case  of  bad 
into  the  minds  of  the  people  there,  though  the  major-  faith  and  village  intrigue.  Mr.  Adams  was  accord* 
ityof  them  had  twiecToted  against  him.  In  Novem-  ^  iogly  defeated.  Bnt  in  the  town  this  act  of  the 
]  r,  1K4S,  the  Dcmocriitic  party  practically  disappeared  <  foreign  voteis  excited  deep  fading;  nor  wna  it  far* 
in  the  town.    Tin  Whig  party,  which  had  always  .«up-  gotten 

ported  and  elected  ex- President  Adams,  for  the  time  The  incident  occurred  iu  March,  1853.  The  fol- 
bcing  retained  its  strength.  It  cast  246  Toto  for  lowing  Kovember  the  proposed  inviaion  of  thoOonati' 
Oen.  Taylor,  having  east  314  for  Mr.  Clay  four  yeara  tntlon  was  njeeted  in  Qoiney  by  an  orerwhelmiog 

before.  But  the  Democratic  strength  fell  from  324  majority,  and  eighteen  months  later  the  town  wm 
to  while  the  new  liberty  party  ro«e  from  to  swept  from  its  moorings  by  the  Native  .American  op* 
170.  Horace  Mann,  Mr.  Aduia.-,'  .successor  in  Con-  rising  of  the  year  1854.  The  old  party  linee  dis^ 
grcss,  received  a  majority  of  458,  in  a  total  vote  of  ,  peered.  In  Quincy  the  Know*Notbiug  ^as  it  wm 
658.  A  week  hter  came  the  State  elecrioo,  and  the  j  ealled)  candidate  for  Qoversor,  a  man  never  hefbn 
Democratic  vote  fell  to  34,  while  the  Prec-Stnl  nn  op  |  heard  of  in  politics,  received  549  votes  to  130  for 
to  250,  jnst  failin.:  of  a  plurality.  three  other  candidates.    The  foreign  vote  stood  help- 

The  work  of  pt>liiical  disintegration  bad  now  fairly  less  and  alone.  The  old  party  leaders  were  not  to 
begun.   The  Whig  orgamantion  was  crambling  away,   mueh  sent  to  tho  rear,  aa  ihoy  wan  laft  out  of 


cy  Google 


QUINCy. 


3G9 


and  tDind  in  tlie  MnMloH  nub.   The  dtveiy  v 
WM  ftirgotteo  ia  the  presence  of  ntM  prejodiee.  It 

was  but  one  phase  of  political  di^int^'irrution.  The  old 
collapsed  ;  the  new  crysf  allizHJ.  Hat,  tor  the  moment 
it  seemed  to  the  anti-alaver^  wurkera  an  if  their  kbura 
had  resnlted  in  «hm ;  thej  had  eadeavoied  to  inspire 
the  popular  mind  with  the  spirit  of  Kbertj,  ttkd  instead 
they  had  evoked  u  (It  iiion  (^f  liate. 

Nowhere  did  thin  spirit  of  ititoieraQce  rage  more 
strongly  than  in  Qaincy.  It  required  four  whole 
years  to  allay  it,  and  now  in  1857,  when  the  Know- 
Nothiog  candidate  for  Governor  waj^  overwhelmingly 
ilcfentcA  in  the  State  at  large,  in  Quiiu  y  he  had  more 
tbao  one  hundred  plurality.  Th<!  quarrymen  and 
the  shoemakem  were  united  against  the  Irishmeo. 
At  last,  in  1858,  the  an^-siaTery  issue  ssssrted  its  an* 
preniacy.  Even  then  Qainoy,  reflecting  ita  nnassim- 
ilated  constituency,  came  hut  slowly  back  to  its  mnor- 
ingS.  The  foreign,  as  distinguished  from  the  local 
flienest,  still  preponderated,  though  they  coald  not 
not  together.  Aooordbgly,  in  the  greet  Lincoln 
ennspwgo  of  1860,  when  the  Republican  ticket  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  forty  fotir  thousand  in  the  State, 
in  Quincy  it  had  only  a  plurality.  Again  in  1862, 
the  year  of  deepest  disoouragemeDt  dnring  the  war, 
Qaiocy  was  one  of  those  towns  in  whieh  Qovernor 
Andrew  fell  behind,  his  Wlii;;  .Tiid  Democratic  op- 
ponent receivinj?  ei<;lity-fL>ur  more  voles  than  he.  Yet 
in  the  i>v.ae  Andrew  had  over  twenty-eight  thousand 
majority.  This  did  not  happen  again,  and  in  the  cru- 
cial election  '»f  lS(i4  Quiney  at  last  squarely  ranged 
itself  on  the  loyal  .xide,  tlic  Lincoln  ticket  receiving'  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  aiiil  tliirty  four  in  a  intal 
vole  of  less  than  a  thousand.  Indeed,  all  the  utlier 
elements  were  then  united  against  the  foreign  vote 
and  that  laVgS  faction,  composed  of  the  croakers,  the 
fauk-findinir  and  the  ntliorwise-minded,  wliieh  never 
fails  to  make  its  presence  felt  under  the  wearisome 
pressure  of  war. 

First  and  last  Quinsy  did  its  full  share  in  the  woric 

of  educating  New  Enf^and  and  the  North  up  to  the 

]>oiiit  of  facing  and  overcoming  the  Rebellion.  It 

also  was  not  waDiing  later.    Yet,  as  in  the  war  of 

independenoB  so  now,  the  laigesc  eontributioQ  of  the 

town  wsa  neitiier  in  men  nor  in  money,  though  as  re- 

apeeteboth  the  calls  were  honored.    As  John  Adams 

was  the  gre.it  contribution  of  Braintree  North  Prc- 

cioot  to  the  Revolution,  so  his  graodsun,  Charles 

PranoiB  Adams,  was  tlie  great  ooDtrthutioo  of  Quincy 

in  tlie  Behellion.   When  the  war  broke  out  Mr. 

Adams  repreiiented  the  Quincy  district  in  Congress. 

He  had  been  elected  in  IB.^R.  on  the  finul  sub.-idonce 

of  the  Native  American  tlood,  and  in  IbtiU  he  was 
34 


re-eleeted  on  the  Lincoln  tielcet.'  In  March,  1861, 

his  first  Congressional  term  was  just  completed.  He 
i  was  then  noniinateii  by  Mr.  Lineuln  as  wiinister  to 
'  Great  Britain.  In  May  lie  left  the  covintry,  and  he 
remained  abroad  until  the  summer  of  lSii8.  His  set- 
!  vices  in  London  are  psrt  of  the  Quiney  war  rsooid, 
j  but  they  do  not  belong  to  local  history. 

In  other  respects  the  !.».■., ri]  (.f  Quiney  in  the  Re- 
;  belliou  was  in  no  way  remarkable.    The  town  did 
its  share.    It  freely  oontributcd  money  and  supplies, 
and  it  sent  out  men.   But  of  the  men  it  sent  out, 
^  whether  to  the  army  or  the  navy,  there  were  none  who 
!  rose  lo  dif«finction.    At  the  clo?e  of  the  Rebellion  as 
,  before  it,  Deacon  Joseph  Pulmer,  (he  Revolutionary 
brigadier-general,  was  still  Quincy 's  ranking  officer.' 
During  the  war,  tlmt  is,  between  the  yean  1861  and 
1865,  the  population  of  the  town  was  about  G750, 
'  while  its  valuation  was  returncrl  at  a  little  less  than 
four  millions  of  dollars.    It  could  uomber  probably 
2200  men  capable  of  bearing  nrms.   Fint  md  last  It 
sent  Into  the  field  almosc  one  entire  leglmeot,  or  954 
men,  757  of  whom  enlisted  for  the  full  term  of  three 
years.   Of  the  whole  number,  39  were  killed  in  battle 
and  18  died  in  rebel  prisons.    In  all  105,  or  one  io 
every  nine  who  went  out,  lost  their  lives.  Still  others 
were  maimed.  But  a  Quiney  lad,  a  membo'  of  one  of 
the  families  the  name  of  which  is  most  often  found  in 
I  the  more  recent  records  of  the  town,  fell  in  the  very 
first  action  of  ilic  war.    On  the  lOtb  of  June,  1861, 
oeourved  the  ailair  at  Big  Bethel,  Ya.,  and  young 
Theodore  Winthrop  was  killed.    For  days  after  the 
country  ranc  witli  h]^  name;  nor  is  it  yet  forirotten. 
At  tlie  same  time  Francis  L.  Souther,  of  Quiuey,  was 
niurtaliy  wuundud.    A  mere  buy,  he  was  a  muuiher 
of  the  Hancock  Light  Guard,  as  the  Quiney  company 
wss  called,  and  had  gone  with  it  when  the  Fourth 
:  Regiment  of  Ma3snchu»cit<^  railitia  was  rushed  off  to 
;  Fortress  Monroe.    His  companions  presently  sent  his 
body  home,  and  it  was  buried  in  his  Dative  town. 
Afterwsids  many  others  were  killed  or  died,  and  war's 
mortality  became  a  thing  of  course.    But  it  was  the 
sudden  tidings  of  young  Sontbor's  death,  coming  in 


>  In  neither  of  thcnc  elc'tiotu  did  Mr.  Adamt  rtraeive  a  ma* 
jority  vot*  in  QuiMj.  Id  both  b«  raodvad  mora  votM  tbao 

any  ouc  vise  on  the  ticket  with  him,  but  \f  bile  in  the  eleotion  of 
l;s.'>8  he  hitd  u  plurulily  uf  flft^-uilM:  vuUw,  iu  that  uf  IHAU  Uii 
»|)|ioncn(,  I.ovFrett  Sultonntull,  had  B*V«AtaM  VdtM  OOTO  tbaa 

hr.  If,:.  Iu  448,  with  7  msattvring. 

*  ThR  higbeat  oOtBmiMion  iMa«dtoa  Quincj'  man  In  tha  1t«- 
bellioii  wa9  tlint  of  colonel.  There  were  three  coIuuvIk,  Packard, 
Watker,  and  Adaiat,  the  two  tormar  of  infantrj  and  tb«  laat 
of  aavalry.  Tb«  Mrrim  of  Col.  Adams  wm  th«  tongMt,  oov«riB(( 

lliric  yi  ;irs  iiii  l  a  titilf".     At  t'lu  i  Im-c  i.f  th,'  war  he  wfcs  aniODg 

the  iMgo  number  who  re«eived  the  brcr«t  of  brigadi«r<g«ii«ral. 
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Uhim  early  dajs  of  June,  1861 ,  irhi«li  0nt  woaed  the  |  appropriation  for  naoenafy  town  axpenaai  was  14500. 

people  of  QuiDcy  to  realize  that  tbdr  jonng  men  had    It  luus  lieeo  seeo  how  this  sum  was  voted  by  a  snail 


gone  out  to  actual  battle.  budy  of  ineii,  all  knowing:  each  other  well,  having i 

The  moDey  cost  of  the  liebeliion  to  the  towns  ot  .  community  of  interest,  and  acting  under  a  ouge 


MaanchuMtts,  apart  ftom  what  their  inhahitanta 
then  or  later  oontribnted  in  national  tazea,  was  not 


whieh  had  the  foree  of  law.  Ferty-fire  yean  kler, 
Id  1876,  the  annual  appropriation  waa  1116,000, 


large.  In  the  case  of  Quincy  it  amounted  to  less  and  the  articlee  in  the  warrant  had  BwoUen  from 
than  $50,(1(10,  inclndinj;  the  aubBcriptions  of  citizens    lialf  a  dozen  in  nnmber  to  nearly  forty.    The  ch»r- 


to  bounty  funds.  In  1861  the  town  owed  $35,000 ; 
in  186fi  it  owed  $67,000.  The  whde  inereaae  of 
debt  due  to  the  war  wai  not  equal  to  one  per  cent,  of 


acter  of  the  town-meeting  aiso  had  changed.  In  place 
of  the  few  aoore  rosttcs  fdlowhig  the  aoenrtoned 
lead  of  the  parson  and  squire,  and  asserting  then. 


tile  valualidii.  Neither  was  the  rate  of  taxation  be-  selves  only  wbcn  tlu-y  tlinat:ht  that  their  frailitiort'or 
twcL'n  iStil  and  ISfi.'i  pertiliarly  bi^h,  orthe  increase  equality  were  igoorrd, — in  place  of  this  small.  oa.«il)- 
of  it  rapid.  Indeed,  the  era  ul  extravagance  and  manajied  body,  there  wa^  met  a  heierugeueuus  mt» 
heavy  ezpendicnre  followed  the  BebdlioD  rather  |  of  men  numbering  hundreds,  jealoua,  nnacqoabttd, 
than  marked  its  progrese.  Nor  was  the  excesHive  and  often  in  part  bent  ou  carrying  out  Some  secre* 
taxation  subsequently  imposed  the  result  of  an  dlort  arran*:ement  in  which  private  interest  overrod"  ill 
to  clear  oil  burdens  due  to  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  sense  of  public  welfare.  To  maintain  in  these  nieet- 
the  debt  yearly  grew  larger,  so  that  while  between  ing»  iliui  degree  of  order  which  is  neceasary  fortnof 
1861  and  1868,  the  war  period,  the  rate  of  taxation  |  aeting  bnsineaB  in  a  melbodtoal  way  waa  not  mj. 
increased  but  one'tbird,  and  the  debt  but  $35,000,  '  The  niultifiirious  affairs  of  a  year  were  to  be  ll* 
in  the  four  yesn»  of  peace  which  fonowt  d  the  rate  tended  to  in  a  single  day.  Town  officers  were  to  b# 
of  taxation  increased  eighty  per  cent.,  while  the  debt  ^  elected  ;  the  uppropriattoos  were  to  be  cooaidersdaad 
was  f 16,000  Iai|!er  in  1869  than  it  had  been  in  18l»5.  :  voted ;  the  policy  of  the  town  on  all  disputed  poiati 
Indeed,  compared  with  that  of  the  Bevolntion,  the  j  waa  to  be  decided.  These  points  also  included  tnrj- 
harden  of  the  Kebellion,  whether  in  men  or  in  money,  thing,— education,  roads,  health,  temperance;  f<^  in 
Wa.^  for  Quincy  lii^lit  and  easy  to  be  borne.  In  tlic  the  eonrso  of  triowth  the  functions  of  niunicipl 
Bevolutiou  there  was  no  general  government  or  system  goveruiuent  had  expanded  and  branched  out  uulil 
of  national  tsntion  to  M  back  upon.  The  States  had  \  simplicity  had  become  n  tradition.  The  poU-liiM 
to  meet  the  requisitions  direetly ;  and  tlie  States  made  '  oontahMd  tiia  names  of  more  thsn  two  thouMad 
their  calls  upon  the  lowns.  Accordingly,  it  has  been  voters.  For  these  to  come  together  as  one  legi.slativo 
already  seen  tliat  Braititri  e  then  .sent  into  the  field  body  and  pass  upon  numerous  and  difficult  quo^tioos 
first  and  last  two  men  out  of  every  three  capable  uf  in  a  few  hours  would  at  first  seem  impossible.  Tbc 
bearing  arms,  while  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  wealth  i  sn^eetion  of  such  n  aeheme  of  municipal  govemwcat 
acenmulated  through  a  century  and  a  half  waa  con-  i  as  a  new  idea  of  his  own  would  cause  any  politieil 
sumed  in  the  struii^;!.'.  Durititr  (be  Rebellion  not  thinker  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  foolish  theorist.  The 
two  men  in  live  did  uiilit.tiy  duty,  nor  was  the  ar-  tbin^r  is  deemed  practical  simply  berausc  it  is  h»bit- 
cumulated  wealth  diminislied  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  ually  done.  But  to  adapt  the  old  village  ayj^tem  to  tb« 
even  allowing  for  an  altered  standard  of  value,  in  j  new  town  conditions  was  the  probten  whiohQdiiM>^^i> 
1865  the  town  was  unquestionably  richer  than  it  was  common  with  many  other  Mawaehuaetta  towns  MiD 
in  18tJ0.  I  clinging  to  the  ancient  ways,  found  foreed  upon  it.  Nor 

The  close  of  the  Rebellion  leil  Quincy  a  town  of  is  the  town-meeting  in  its  actual  working  fully  uDd«r- 
nearly  70U0  population,  and  from  that  time  forward  stood.  Since  DeTocqueville  fifty  years  ago  made  it  tbt 
the  increase  both  in  nnmbm  and  in  wealth  waa  i  fashion,  mndi  has  been  writtco  and  said  of  this  Ne« 
rq»id.  The  kst  vcstigee  of  village  life  now  passed  England  institution.  It  has  been oft«n  described  aod 
away,  and  tbe  suburban  town  a.ssunied  shape.  This  infinitely  lauded  ;  but  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
change  could  not  take  place  without  bringing  up  new  one  in  ten  of  those  who  have  philosophised  over  toso- 
problems  for  solution.  Tbe  first  and  meet  important  j  meetings  ever  attended  one,  maoh  more  ever  took  pert 
of  these  related  to  munieipal  government.  It  waa  |  in  one.  Yet  without  having  done  so  Itisas  difi«iH 
MM  tiling  to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  small  village  to  understand  the  piMtlcal  working  of  the  9jAm 
community  tbrnupb  the  machinery  of  town-meetings ;  ,  it  is  to  describe  war  without  ever  bavint'  *.Trfld  in 
it  vim  quite  another  to  manage  those  of  a  place  nam-  l  an  army  or  seen  a  battle.  The  ideal  towu-oieetiog 
beriog  a  population  of  12,000.   In  1830  the  annaal '  ii  one  thing ;  th«  natitti  toWB-iBMting  it  apt  to  be* 
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very  different  thiog.  To  the  hiatorind  thaariit  who 
ibovld  attend  one,  it  would  not  improbiUy  be  tlio 
nido  dkpdHD^  of  a  fandfal  ddwion.  He  woald 
come  away  from  it  rather  amaited  that  ciri!iz«!  eov- 
ernmeot  was  possible  through  such  a  sjsteiu  than 


Doatlis;  while  the  air  reeked  widk  odors,  tobeeoo- 
MBoke  being  among  the  leaat  otfjeetionable.  Qaite 

a  number  of  those  present  had  plainly  been  dnokiog. 
On  a  platform  at  thi'  further  end  <»f  the  ball  was  a 
desk,  behind  which  were  the  moilci-ntor  «od  the  clerk. 


tinncms  sound  of  voices  and  moving  feet  the  moderator 
wrmlrl  brinj^  up  in  micct^f'ion  tlje  articles  in  the  war- 
rant.   The  custom  of  roterring  them  to  committees 


nodentAodtog  how  New  Englaikd  was  bvilt  up  by  iu  '  The  town  bvrinciB  for  the  whole  year  waa  bdng  dia> 
That  thelowiHBeedng,  aaa  praetieal  method  <tf  eon-  [  poeed  of  and  the  appraprialiona  voted.  Amid  a  oon- 
dnotiog  municipal  affairs,  should  break  down  under 
the  stress  to  which  a  dense  city  population  must  snb- 
ject  it|  is  a  matter  of  course.  It  did  so  in  Athens 
and  in  Bonn  before  it  did  eo  in  Boston ;  for  Demos- 
thenea  and  Gioero  as  well  aa  James  Otis  and  Josiah 
Quincy  wpre  town-meeting  orators.  Justin  thede-  i 
i;ri'»'  in  which  civic  population  iiicrc;i!.e«,  thprefore,  the 
town-meeting  beoumcs  unwieldy  and  unreliable,  until 
at  last  it  baa  to  be  laid  aride  aa  aomething  whieh  the 
oonnaoity  baa  ontgrown.  It  becomes  a  relic,  th<mi:)i 
always  an  interesting  onp,  nf  a  .simj.lcr.  mid  possibly 
better  past.  Moreover,  the  indicatiouii  that  the  system 
is  breaking  down  are  always  the  same.  The  meet- 
iagt  become  n«imeKnia«  noisy,  and  nnaUe  to  dbpoee 
of  bosineaa.  Disputed  (]Ueslions  cannot  be  decided  ; 
demagogue^'  obtain  control ;  the  iiKire  intelliL't'iit 
cease  to  attend.  In  all  these  rcspf^tss,  the  experience 
of  Quincy  has  afforded  interring  matter  for  study. 


bad  IbUeo  into  disnae,  and  been  abandoned  in  18S2. 
AiW  that  year  eraiything  waa  disposed  of  in  a  aingle 

lay  and  on  tho  Apot.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  more 
prompt,  more  ctiiTtretic,  more  popular  way  of  deal- 
ing with  businei«!>.  Accordingly,  the  disposition  which 
might  be  made  of  any  subject  was  very  mneh  matter  of 
chance.  Certain  questions  the  town,  or  iti  liviiluala 
in  the  meeting,  might  Ik;  on  the  waleli  fir.  These 
had  been  discussed  outside,  and  were  or  were  nut  to 
pass  unchallenged.  But  orderly  debate  was  impos* 
aiUe.  Now  and  l^^itt  some  one  woutd  unoover  and 
addrc.s.«i  the  moderator.  Kur  an  instant  there  would 
be  Mlcnce.  If  tlif  -.|ic'a]ver  then  knew  whiit  ho 
waiiteii  to  huy  and  how  to  say  it,  he  would  be  lis- 
tened to,  always  provided  be  spoke  briefly  and  to  the 
Between  the  yeais  1840  and  1872  the  town-meet- 1  point.  If  be  told  a  Ainny  story  or  made  a  broad 


ing  there  fell  to  its  lowest  point  of  u.scfulnc^s.  It 
has  already  been  .said  that  prior  to  1840  it  miizht 
have  been  seen  io  its  most  perfect  form.  But  during 
the  later  Jadaoninn  period  Thomas  Greenleaf,  and 
the  ciam  of  men  of  which  be  waa  a  type,  lost  their 


joke  he  would  be  nprQaiionsly  applauded.  The 

(Mniie  pcrfomxT  wn«  a  dnntroroiis  afjtnjjotiist  in  town- 
me(!ting.  It,  un  the  other  hand,  the  speaker  was 
long,  or  dull,  or  pointless,  his  voioe  was  soon  loet  io 
the  hubbub  of  thoee  moving  and  talking  about  him. 


hold.   They  were  supplanted  by  others  altogether   For  the  moderator  to  preserve  order  and  quiet  waa 


inferior.  The  biisines.^  of  the  town  had  then  for 
years  been  done  in  an  orderly  and  intelligent  way. 
Everything  of  importanoe  waa  at  the  annnal  meeting 
wferted  to  eommitteea  for  eooMderstion ;  and  theee  ' 
eommittees  made  reports  upon  wliich  the  town  actc«l 
at  its  adjourned  meetinu''.  No  method  of  L^ovt m- 
meot  could  liavo  worked  better,  lur  the  townsmen 
were  aeeoaUmied  to  it.  This  it  was  which  Be 
Tee(|oevine  landed  ao  highly.  But  there  was  an- 
other and  far  from  uncommon  phase  of  the  system 
which  might  at  any  time  have  been  studied  in 
Quiocy  during  the  score  of  years  between  1850  and 
1870.  Had  De  Tooqneville  then  viatted  the  plaoe 
on  a  town-meeting  day  he  would  have  gone  into  a 
largo  hall  the  fli>or  of  which,  sprinkled  with  sawdust 
and  foul  witii  tobacco  juici',  wa.s  thrnnjrrd  hv  a  mae<i 
of  noisy  men,  standing  in  groups  or  moving  inces- 


simply  imp<>«Hih!f>.  The  audience  was  numerous, 
and  almo.«t  no  one  was  seated.  Tired  and  reatli»is, 
those  composing  it  were  also  exdted  and  noiay. 
Many  of  them  wanted  what  they  ealted  "  fiia,'*  and 

there  was  a  great  deal  of  horse-play  going  on.  The 
Diifeh  aueti  ni  in  (he  choice  of  tsix-colleof nr  was  io 
this  resj.cet  the  episode  of  the  occasion.  The  office 
was  put  up  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Some  one  would 
offer  to  make  the  collections  for  five  cents  on  the 
dollar,  and  then  would  follow  bid  upon  bid,  each 
lower  than  the  other,  until  nt  last,  amtd  shouts  of 
laughter  and  applause,  the  prize  would  be  struck  off 
at  three  mills  on  the  dollar  or  leas.'  Finally  the  war- 
rant would  be  disposed  of,  the  appropriations  voted, 
and  the  Diertiii;^  .stand  adjnurned.  Then  at  last  the 
moderator  and  the  clerk  would  pet  top;ethc'r,  and 
irom  their  notes  and  meuiorius  manufacture  a  record. 


mady  to  and  fto,  and  in  and  onL   Them  were  no  '  A  few  days  later  the  town  would  for  the  first  time 
rows  of  seats  in  the  room,  and  but  one  bench,  which    know  what  it  had  diino  at  'u»  annual  meeting, 
ran  along  its  sides.    The  men  nl!  wore  tiieir  hats,       Such  a  meeting  :ls  that  described  would  alj^o  bo  ' 
and  many  of  them  bad  pipes  or  cigars  iu  their   looked  upon  as  a  usual  and  orderly  ooe.   The  baai> 
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oen  would  have  been  tmuaoted  in  t  regular  way. 
AU  meetings  were  not  so.    Occasionally  there  would 

be  BD  organized  fn«'tion  tlicrc  bfiit  on  ptiffinir  throof^b 
some  job.  For  ioaunce,  id  1844  the  Vovid  was  pro- 
foundly «^t«ted  0T«r  the  great  qneition  of  where  the 
new  town  hall  ahonU  stand.  Should  it,  moreovwr,  be 
built  of  wood  or  of  Quini^  granite  ?  After  DUtnerous 
town-ineetiin.'«i  and  many  rocorisidcratinn-.  thi»  party 
in  the  Centre  cauie  to  a  quiet  uriderstaudiDg  with  ibe 
quarrymcn  that,  if  the  rite  of  the  hall  wae  fixed  in  the 
Centre,  the  building  abonld  be  of  atone.  The  quarry- 
men  would  have  the  contract.  Accordiojily  a  towu- 
niertini:  wiu  held  on  the  18th  of  April,  and  this  pro- 
graoiine  wan  carried  out.  All  previous  acliuo  was 
reconridered,  and  then  by  a  vote  of  325  to  229 — 
nnmbeia  unpreecdented— the  qnestJODBof  eito  and 
material  were  decide<l.  The  wrath  of  the  Point  and 
the  isoiith  ut  this  political  bargain  and  sale  wa.s  in- 
tense ;  nor  did  it  fail  to  find  speedy  expression.  Two 
days  Uter  another  town-meeting  was  called.  And 
now  the  Point,  the  South,  and  the  West  e«>tuhined 
in  revenge  ogainst  the  Centre  nnd  the  North,  and 
voted  themsolves  three  firc-engii»e»,  with  hose  com- 
plete, and  directed  the  town  treasurer  to  borrow 
money  to  pay  for  the  same.  A  debt  of  forty  year>>' 
duration  was  duo  to  that  towo-moeting  q>iaode. 

When  the  affairs  of  any  wmmnnity  nre  managed 
in  this  way,  it  scarcely  needs  to  be  said  that  they  soon 
fall  into  cuufuiiion.  Want  of  methud  may  be  demo- 
eratie,  hut  it  la  not  businoes-liko.  Qotni^  proved  no 
exeeption  to  the  rule.  In  1  "^70  .'oviTntaent  by  town- 
nifM»tin!;  Wfi«  ihoro  plainly  hn  nking  down.  A  general 
laxity  iu  ways  of  doing  public  business  had  crept  into 
all  the  departments.  The  school  committee,  the  sur> 
Teyors  of  highways,  the  OTcrseera  of  the  poor,  the  en- 
gineers of  the  fire  department  were  in  the  custom  of 
asking  for  such  appropriation"  they  th  uijlit  saffi- 
cient.  If  in  tb«  hurly-burly  of  town-meeting  these 
were  voted,  it  was  well  and  good.  Those  who  had 
the  disbursements  to  make  would  then  keep  within 
the  sum  allotted  them,  provided  they  were  under  no 
special  temptation  to  exceed  it.  If  the  whole  amount 
asked  for  was  uot  voted,  it  would  be  b[ieut  all  the 
same;  and  the  town  found  itself  liable  for  the  bills  its 
agents  had  oontmeted.  There  was  no  great  amount 
of  jobbery  and  .scarwly  any  corruptiot).  except  in  the 
small  atifi  more  cuntemptihie  way  ;  but  the  .soil  wxs 
being  rapidly  prepared  both  for  jobbery  and  corrup- 
tion. The  growth  of  a  municipal  "  rin^,"  the  mem- 
bers of  whieh  would  live  ou  taxpayen  ja»t  as  par- 
ahiitis  live  on  d«)gs.  was  a  mere  <|uesiion  of  tinie.  The 
laVi  rer  who  wurks^d  on  the  rnnds,  the  pauper  who 
lived  at  home  while  the  town  paid  hla  j-cot,  the  trades- 


man who  supplied  the  pranoned  poor,  all  began  to 

feel  a  direct  interest  in  the  growth  of  bad  govern- 
ment. As  yet  the  ovU  had  made  no  great  hi:idway. 
but  the  sense  of  official  responsibility  and  obedienoe 
to  iastmotions  wss  already  velazed!.  OAoen  were 
disposed  to  do  what  seemed  in  their  own  eyes  **  about 
right,"  regardless  of  rule ;  and  the  town  good-na- 
turedly condoned  the  offense.  The  resnlt  wai^  tliat 
the  finauoes  fell  into  confusion.  Every  year  a  liberal 
appropriation  would  he  made  to  reduce  the  town 
debt,  but  each  year  saw  that  debt  grow  larger.  It 
rose  in  this  way  frntn  8S000  in  1844  to  $112,000  in 

I  1^71.  and  n  cninniittti'  then  reported  that  it  repre- 
.rented  an  outlay  incurred  neither  fur  educational 
or  war  or  other  spedal  porpoees.  It  was  a  pure  de> 
ficisncgr  debt.   The  money  time  and  again  raised  to 

j  pay  it  off  had  been  regularly  diverted,  and  applied  to 
those  ordinary  purposes,  the  amount  spent  on  account 

I  of  which  regularly  exceeded  the  sums  appropriated 
by  the  town. 

Such  were  the  facts.    It  remained  to  find  a  rem- 

]  edy.    This  remedy  w.is  found  ncit  in  a  representative 
'  citv  iiovernmrnt,  htit  in  ;i  return  to  the  old  and  cor- 
,  reel  town-meeliiig  methuds;  and  in  this  uiaUer  I  be 
I  exparienee  of  Qainoy  might  he  of  value  to  her  sister- 
towDH.  for  inaiiv  of  them  have  already  found  them- 
selves, and  others  yet  will  6nd  themselvet*,  in  the  snmo 
^  position.    The  younger  John  Quincy  Adams  had 
then  for  years  been  cboseu  by  common  consent  as 
the  modcmtor  of  all  town-meetings  at  whieh  he 
was  present,    MurtiGed  at  the  way  in  whicb  hnri- 
ne9.s  wa-^  done  and  at  liis  own  inability  to  preserve 
order,  he  announced  a  reform.    Iu  1870,  when  the 
town  came  together  at  the  annual  meeting,  aAer  the 
polls  for  the  choioe  of  ofieers  were  oloosd  the  hall 
wiis  ordered  to  be  cleared  :iiid  seats  brought  in.  TbsB, 
after  the  vote  w;i«i  declared,  the  articles  in  the  warrant 
were  taken  up,  but  uot  until  every  voter  was  uncov- 
ered and  seated,  and  pipes  and  cigam  exUngnnlied. 
Order  was  thus  established,  and  ddihcration  became 
possiUOi    This  was  a  great  step  gained  ;  but  more  wa$ 
I  nw«««Rry.    Thp  warrant  hud  now  L'rown  to  thirty,  and 
I  even  torty  articles,  ail  of  which  were  acted  upon  in  the 
I  single  evenbgof  aday  which  had  been  ocoupied  with 
voting.   The  towttftmen  were  tired,  exdtod,  noH^, 
and  in  no  mood  to  do  business.     Accordingly,  iti 
1'^71  a  new  step  wan  taken,  and  the  town  went  fairly 
i  buck  tu  that  old  system  which  bad  been  abuudooed 
I  more  than  twenty  yeara  helbre.   When  at  tbe  annual 
'  meeting  officers  were  elected,  it  was  also  voted  to  rsftr 
all  the  buvines.s  articles  in  the  warmnt  to  a  larje  mm- 
I  miltee,  which   was  to  subdivide  it.self.  invc^ti^aw 
I  everything,  aud  at  an  adjourned  meeting  report  iti 
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condaiioiN  in  (he  fonn  of  votes  properly  drawn  up. 
These  the  town  would  then  eoonder. 

The  result  of  this  return  to  busineiss-like  lueihods 
was  remarkable.  Tlie  towti-meeting  at  once  showed 
itself  e(jual  lo  the  uccnsioD.  After  1874  everj  cjues- 
tion  was  agftio  fairly  oooiidered  ond  eeted  opon  intel- 
lijii  iitly,  wUh  foil  opportttoity  fur  dAmw  :  (lit-  itjipid- 
priatidiis  were  carefully  madi-.aiui  :ill  s  fhcers  re(|uired 
to  keep  the  expenses  within  iheiii ;  a  responsible  gov- 
erntneut  was  established.  Then,  an  if  by  luagic,  the 
finanoes  aaramed  shape.  The  debt  whieh  for  ocarly 
half  a  eeotnry  liad  defied  every  effort  to  rxtinpuish 
it,  now  fell  in  nine  year*  from  8112,000  to  Slfl.OOO, 
and  tlien  shortly  disappeared.  Deficiencies  were  roet 
by  special  appropriations;  ezccptiooal  outlays  were 
diatribnted  over  a  aeriea  of  yeara;  rigid  aocoantability 
W«H  etttubl'ished.  Tfaia  was  done  through  an  iotelli- 
pent  developincDt  of  the  ancient  villa<;e  8yst<»m  :  and 
it  is  probably  safe  to  assert  that  never  in  the  two 
oeotutiea  and  a  half  of  town  hiatory  had  that  aysteni 
worked  ao  well,  or  to  saeh  general  aatiafaotioo^  as 
during  these  years  when  Quincy  had  grown  in  wealth 
and  population  to  city  limits. 

Nor  did  the  reforiu  in  (own  methods  stop  here.  It 
extended  iiadf  into  other  fidda.  The  work  done  at 
thia  time  in  the  aehoob  haa  already  been  deaeribed. 
But  while  Mr.  Parker  was  busy  in  one  way  there,  an- 
other man  wa.««  busy  in  n  vory  difforcnt  war  elsewhere. 
In  the  dsy.s  of  Joho  Adauis  it  has  been  seen  that 
Braintree  did  not  enjoy  u  reputation  for  temper- 
ance. Hn  labors  in  thai  field  of  Teform,  and  the 
poor  results  derived  frotn  them,  have  been  referred  to. 
As  time  passed  on  the  state  of  thinjrf  hnrdly  w'fiiis  to 
have  improved  ;  and  the  large  foreign  element  which 
the  working  of  syenite  broi^ht  into  the  town  tended 
to  make  it  diatiaetly  worse.  The  Washtngtoniao 
movemont  made  souui  Iieadway  before  1840;  but, 
I'Veii  then,  whin  ;i  teiuperance  convention  was  to  be 
held  iu  Quincy,  the  ui3e  of  the  stone  church  was  re- 
fosed  it.  Mr.  Adams  being  invited  to  deliver  an  ad>  j 
dress  before  that  ei>iiveiiti(»ti,  accepted ;  and  then,  to 
their  dismay,  ilie  pari.^h  authorities  found  that  they 
bud  shut  the  ex-Fresident  out  of  \m  own  chun  h. 
It  was  too  late  to  retract,  and  the  address  on  tern- 
poranee  was  delivered  elsewhere.  It  was  at  this  time  i 
that  the  town  voted  (117  to  81)«U>  diseoDtinuc  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits  at  the  alnishnn'»e ;"  but  still,  and  for 
several  year.s  to  come,  the  post  office  was  in  the  bar- 
room of  the  principal  tavern,  and  thither,  among  drink-  , 
ing  men,  daily  went  women  and  little  girls  and  boya  to  1 
have  letters  and  papers  handed  to  them  aeroas  a  coun- 
ter whieh  n  rked  of  rum.  Then  caiuc  the  period  of 
anti-slavery  education,  and  the  minds  and  thoughts  of 


all  were  absorbed  in  that.  At  last,  when  the  Bebdlion 
was  suppressed,  it  is  not  too  much  lossy  that,  through 
it.s  jieculiariticM  of  position,  population  and  labor, 
Quincy  was  a  stronghold  of  the  litjnor  interest  Tn- 
,  deed,  peace  was  scarcely  csublinhed,  and  the  wave  of 
<  setionsl  feeling  bad  not  yet  begun  to  sobaide,  before 
the  town  was  again  Democratic.    lo  1867  it  gave 
J.  Q.  .\'hin>s  (j.'iO  votes,  to  348  which  it  cast  for  the 
I  Ilepubiicau  ticket.    For  a  town  to  be  Democratic  on 
,  State  issues  and  llepublican  on  national  issues — and 
that  was  the  pooition  of  Qniney — meant  then  but  one 
!  thing.    It  meant  intemperance.     The  forei<;n  vote 
eonihineil  with  ttie  Pi'mocratic  vote,  and.  havlu;^'  the 
ascendency,  decreed  that  unrestrained  sale  of  .•spirits 
I  against  which  John  Adami>  bad  so  manfully  couteoded. 

Where  such  an  evil  ezista,  aome  man  ia  very  sure 
I  soon  to  rise  up  and  protest  agunst  it.  In  Quincy 
that  man  appeared  in  the  person  of  one  dcieendcd 
from  the  oldest  of  North  Precinct  stock,  for  the  name 
of  Faxon  is  met  with  on  many  pages  of  the  town 
reeordSf  and  ean  be  found  on  not  a  few  head-stones 
ia  the  old  graveyard.  Henry  U.  Faxon  was  a  man 
of  many  pe(•uli:lri(ie.^.  Into  these  it  is  not  necessary 
to  enter.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  say  that  he  became 
,  deeply  intereated  in  the  cause  of  temperanoa.  Fer> 
I  bnpa  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  in  the  eause  «f 
total  abstinence;  for  in  the  virtue  of  temperance, 
whether  in  drink  or  speech,  he  hmi  but  limited  faith. 
Very  imperfectly  educated,  Mr.  Kaxon  was  not  con- 
spiououB  for  dignity  of  bearing;  and  as  a  pubtie 
apeaker  hia  deliveranees  were  more  noted  for  direct- 
ness and  frequency  than  for  eloquence  or  correctness  of 
speech.  He  was  known  to  address  the  atidienee  foi  iy 
.  times  at  a  single  annual  town-meeting,  and  hardly 
I  oooe  in  those  forty  times  did  bis  remarks  fail  toefioit 
laughter,  cheers,  or  hisaes.  That  he  was  deficient  iti 
judgment  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say.  Yet,  thou<:h 
ofien  exciting  unnecessary  opposition  and  ridicule  by 
iiu  methods  and  the  way  with  which  in  place  and  out 
of  place  he  advocated  the  Tsform  he  bad  come  to  have 
at  heart,  he  clung  to  it  with  a  tenacity  sure  to  produce 
results.  Many  at  first  doubted  his  sincerity,  but  he 
showed  that  he  was  in  earnest  by  the  freedom  with 
which  he  contributed  his  labor,  his  time,  and  bis 
money.  His  attacks  on  individuals  were  so  open, 
public,  and  fearless  that  from  the  mouth  of  any  one 
else  they  would  havf  been  sure  to  lead  to  blows. 
Once  they  did  so  in  bis  ca»t: ;  and  he  was  often  threat- 
ened. Much  of  his  security  lay  probably  in  the  last 
that  he  was  not  malignant.  Indeed,  he  was  good< 
natured  in  his  enmities.  He  did  not  lose  his  temper, 
and  beeiiiue  u^ly  and  bitter  under  defeat;  nor  did  he 
follow  up  wrongs  or  slights  in  any  spirit  of  reveuge. 
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He  bad  apparGotly  none  of  that  brooding  desire  to 
"pot  even,''  :is  it  is  expnwstd,  with  a  succeseful  op- 
pooeot,  which  is  always  the  characteristic  of  small, 
vindiotive,  and  8our-t«mpcred  nico.  Under  these  cir- 
ennifltaoes*,  while  in  town-ineetiii)^,  and  not  without 
cau«ii'.  his  opponents  hint'lu  il  ;iiu!  jeered  at  him  »nd 
hustled  him,  yet  he  laughed  :ui(i  jn  tcd  in  n  turn.  Sn 
Yaukee  met  Yankee ;  but  his  work  weut  ou.  It  was 
a  long,  bard  fight.  Not  onlj  was  »  aestfineat  of  re- 
form to  be  fonaed,  but  a  etrong  bnaioecs  and  political 
conbioatioD  bad  to  be  broken  down.  Hie  town  bad 

Wrome  in  a  certain  way  a  liquor- acIUnfr  feiifre,  and, 
as  usual,  the  thing  had  worked  its  way  into  local  polt- 
ttei.  Tbe  reputation  of  tbe  pUkm  soiTered.  Jobn 
AdavM  noted  down  in  1760  that  to  be  aa  litigioiu 

aa  Braintrec"  had  become  a  common  expression  ;  so 
now  it  wn<i  ?aid  fhiit  other  fown«  were  "  as  intemper- 
ate as  (putney.  "  It  wbh  spoken  ot  as  "a  hard  place," 
and  tbe  stone'CUtting  populaUoo  was  held  aecoantabk 
fiir  it.  The  evils  of  the  thing  also  wen  keenly  felt 
in  many  households  Mothers  and  Fathers  «iiw  their 
younp  ■«on«i'  falliriir  into  dninkcn  ways.  But  it  had 
alway.s  been  so,  and  the  political  cotubinatioa  which 
IbTored  tbe  covtinnance  of  thesjitem  was  very  etrong. 
The  Democratic  leaders  controlled  the  foreign  vote, 
atid  the  liquor  interest  had  a  eomplitc  understanding 
with  tho  Democratic  leaders.  The  foreijrn  vote  was 
thut)  juggled  into  perpetuating  a  syateni  under  which 
tb<Me  whom  it  represented  snflfered  more  than  any 
others  in  the  eonnnnnity. 

So  thinL'«  went  on  yoar  after  vcnr.  But  .^s  Wfiillh 
and  population  increased  it  grew  plain  that  it  was  not 
only  a  question  of  temperance.  The  cause  of  good 
and  honest  naunieipal  goTernment  was  also  involved. 
The  condition  of  affiurs  in  this  n^spect  already  de> 
scrilird  wa>  rriyiidly  irrowiriL'  fiinn  had  to  wnrw.  Nn 
reform  in  town- meeting  methods  would  snifice  unless 
the  domiDant  coaibination  was  broken  down.  Then 
Mr.  Faxon  foand  new  and  potent  allies,  and  suddenly 
tbe  town  was  revolutiODtsed.  In  March,  1881,  a 
Democratio  nnd  lifjuor  licensing  board  of  selectmen 
waa,  as  usual,  chosen.  That  6ame  year,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Faxon,  tbe  law  of  the  State 
was  ehanged  so  that  the  queation  whether  "lioenaes 
be  granted  for  the  sale  intoxicating  liquors  in  this 
town"  vnm  prepenlpd  w|uarely  to  tho  voters.  The 
result  was  astoni^^hing.  In  18S2  there  were  1U57 
who  voted  "  No,'*  to  475  who  voted  "  Yea.*'  When 
the  thing  was  presented  in  this  plain  way  tbe  iasne 
was  understood,  and  the  foreifin  vote  broke  from 
Democratic  funtro!.  At  the  «;mio  time  the  friends  of 
good  government  and  temperance  came  together.  The 
town-meeting  had  been  refomed,  and  now  the  bar> 


I  room  was  closed.    I^ui  the  Ungth  of  the  stnig^ 
:  against  the  last  is  wotiliy  of  ri-cord.    Tf  larutlv  ex- 
I  cceded  a  century ;  for  in  17t>0,  John  Adams  described 
I  himself,  to  use  bis  own  words,  as  discharging  fats 
I  venom  "against  the  multitude,  poverty,  ill  govecu* 
'  ment,  and  ill  effects  of  licensed  houses,  and  the  tiiD> 
orfius  toniper,  as  well  as  criujliud  design  of  the  select- 
men" who  liceoaed  them ;  but  not  until  18S2,  one 
hnodred  end  twenty-two  years  later,  did  hia  looal 
j  soeoesBor  in  that  erosade  dose,  at  least  for  the  tiaae 
I  bdng,  the  Isst  of  those  bousei  in  Quioey. 

I  Id  the  '*  Menioira  of  John  Quioey  Adams"  there 
is  a  striking  passage  wherein  be  raeords  bis  boding 
thoughts  ss  he  wsndered  shout  ^is  native  town  one 

day  near  the  dnee  of  October  in  the  year  1844.  He 
was  then  an  old  man,  for  it  wa«  hnrd  tipon  wventy 
:  years  since  he  had,  as  a  boy,  served  as  past^ridor 
between  Braintree  and  Boston.  Anxious,  despond- 
ent, overworked,  he  at  this  time  hsd  just  Moeived 
thi'  tidings  of  those  earlier  elections  which  indicated 
the  elidieo  of  Polk  as  President,  forcjihadowing  the 
annexation  of  Texas  and  tho  spread  of  slavery.  He 
looked  upon  his  own  re-election  to  Oongrcm  as  im> 
prd)al>le.  Engaged  in  bitter  pditioal  controversy, 
nearii>g  his-  own  cm],  he  foresaw  more  clearly  than 
others  ttic  t>  riihli'  trials  which  did  indeed  then  re- 
motely itnpend  over  the  country.  It  was  the  tuontb 
of  OMober,  and  the  time  and  tbe  solitude  qwekeoed 
bis  feeliogi.   Be  thus  desoribed  them : 

**  I  took  a  walk  rwwd  tli«  guim,  auTawy,  aad  (irakard.  Tka 

ilpiwilaticin  of  the  »eaRon  citrt  a  gloom  on  my  .spirits.    Tfae  fruit 
hiiit  brcn  gathered  from  all  tbe  tr«es.    The  ground  i«  strewa 
with  »ir«  rvtl  mid  yallowlflana;  itii  wataad  gathered  in  olvdt. 
I  Mwt  of  tb«  larga  tmt  at*  aivre  stems,  stripimd  of  *ll  tkair 
!  te»rot.   I  baatenod  in  fnta  tbi>  ]>ro.<]>roi.    .Ag;a|]i,  aa  tbotaa 
went  <|i>wn,  I  walked  up  the  hill  to  Charles'  houne,'  to  se«  the 
.  auoMt.   But,  aJtbottgb  it  wa«  not  qnitt  firo  o'clock,  tb«  nn 
I  waa  tltwSy  behind  Mount  Ararat.  I  wont  fliribor  over  tbo 

hiti,  ^iiiil  ■^iirviyi-il  Itii-  t  illji'jn,  IliL  'urrdunding  country,  the 

I harbor  and  Imj  gf  Bo.''tun,  the  S?t»te- House  of  fii>*toB  it*cif, 
and  tb*  abaft  af  Baak«r  Hill  Mamnaat;  and  mnmry  i«« 
turned  to  the  fact  that  this  day  eighty  yearv  ago'  my  falber 
.  and  mother  were  united  in  marriage.     What  an  ordc  mutm- 
j  loium  commenced  for  me  from  that  day!    AVhat  was  then  the 
i  condition  of  tbe  [>«ople  wbo  eonstiluted  tbo  town  of  Bnintrse* 
I  What  <•  tha  omdltloB  of  tbo  tbroe  towni  of  Qoioer,  Braintrec^ 
and  Unndol|>h  now?    .\nd  «ii;u  will  hv  tlic  r.  n.liti  .n  if  (  t 
uoeupier*  of  the  eoiJ  of  tboeo  three  towna  in  eighty  years  from 
tbta  day  t  Tbo  reeotloetioa  of  tbo  pnet  u  {deaaiaf  nod  ■elan- 

^  This  wa^  the  hou#e,  still  standing,  on  Freaideni's  HiU, 
bttttt  Id  1841  by  CharlM  VhuMla  Adaau^  and  la  wbUb  bo  lived 

for  »if  ■.  iTiil  r^tiiumvrij.    It  wn.*  the  cnstom  of  Pre«id<'nt  AdaOM 
when  :it  (tiiHiey  to  watob  tliu  cuu  tite  afid  «el  ffoin  the  piaua 
I  of  this  hfwn  every  fine  day ;  bat  when  be  wrote  it  was  VMaat, 
1  bia  ton  baring  nrarod  to  bU  winter  naMonot  in  Boatna. 
I  sOat.SS,l7S4. 
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cboly ;  the  prMpect  of  the  future — oh,  bow  gloomy  it  i« ! 
Kot »  will  now  Uv«  who  wm  (b«D  in  th«  bloom  of  lifo.  Not 
•  Mai  itow  Kving  will  bo  hor*  In  19t4.   Mj  own  torn — bow 

toon  il  will  cIiK«i'  I  Anil  to  whom  will  ull  llii*  lnOini^;  in  fii;htv 
yt»n  from  Ihii  <Ujr  ?  Will  pnjer  to  God  pr«Mnr«  the 
knaobw  nad  ikoato  tnm  my  &(b«i'*ito«k7" 

One-half  of  the  alloltod  j^eriod  thus  snrlly  fowast 
is  already  gone.  Nor  was  il  without  reason,  in  the 
aatomo  of  1344,  that  to  the  trained  eye  of  the  old 
atateeuMtt  the  fttture  Memed  glaomj,  Ibr  ofer  U 
clouds  both  tbidc  and  biiuk  were  thea  already 
gathering.  His  were  no  idk-  farohodings,  for  better 
tbao  any  one  else  he  realized  what  those  douds  por- 
tended. What  be  feaNd  came  about.  At  laat  that 
alavery  qneation  on  vhieh  hia  whde  uiad  traa 
intent  ripened  into  war, — a  civil  war  which  involved 
his  native  plac'  and  liis  fimiily.  even  as  it  and  he  had 
been  involved  in  his  own  early  youth.  But  all  in 
good  time  eaeli  new  danger  waa  met  and  overoome 
by  thoee  who  aneeeeded  hm,  jnat  aa  be  and  hia  bad 
Diet  and  overcome  their  dangers  in  the  past.  And 
now  that  forty  year-*  have  elaji.sod,  it  may  fairly  and 
truthfully  be  said  that  Quiucy  h&n  iiut  before  met 
better  daja.  There  ia  alee  a  atability  and  perma- 
ttenee  in  the  town  which  in  Anerioa  is  not  alwaya 
seen.  It  sdheros  to  thi'  luicicnt  ways.  The  irhab- 
itant.H  yet  iTic?ct  in  their  own  hull  and  manapo  thi'ir 
own  afiairH  hh  did  their  tkthers  fur  geoerationH  befure. 
And  just  as,  a  eentory  and  a  half  age,  John  Qaioej 
by  common  oonaeDt  presided  over  each  town^nee^ng 
that  wai  h(?ld,  «o  now  dot'S  :i  di'sci-ndant  five  srcncr- 
ations  removed,  but  Htili  bearing  his  name.  Never 
io  the  history  of  the  town  were  those  meetings  more 
orderly,  more  intdligent,  or  more  |m>ae  to  do  riftht. 
Never  was  the  town  ao  populous,  so  rich,  or  so  tern- 
porntr.  It  1h  now  more  than  two  hundred  and  sixty 
years  since  Miles  Slandish  first  sei  foot  on  the  Squan- 
turn  beach,  and  six  yours  only  are  wanting  to  com- 
plete a  quarter  of  a  mlllennian  of  eontinnona  nranid- 
pal  life.  Two  centuries  and  a  half  is  no  small  portion 
of  recorded  history,  and  there  are  few  forms  of  human 
^veroaieiit  to  which  a  longer  existence  is  given.  It 
ie  baidty  to  be  eapeeted  that  the  old  simple  village 
ayatem,  even  in  ila  neat  developed  diape,  ean  in 
Quincy  loi^;  ondaat  that  period.  But  none  the  less, 
whatever  the  future  may  have  in  store,  it  may  fiiirly 
be  said  that  nevi-r  did  the  town  coutaio  within  its 
limtta  ao  many  prosperous,  we]l-to4o,  eontanted^  aetf- 
goremed,  and  welUgovenied  hnman  htmgt  aa  are  coo> 
tained  within  them  to-daj.  Never  was  the  standard 
of  virtue,  temperance,  educatioti,  and  public  spirit  so 
high.  Never  did  Quiooy  face  the  oomiog  years  with 
mdi  eonBdenee  in  its  own  abilitj  to  naster  each  new 


difionlty  aa  it  ahall  arise.   As  in  1844«  *'  the  leool- 

lection  of  the  past  is  pleasing;"  but  in  1884  "the 
prospeetof  the  iutars"  eanaot  be  said  to  be  "  gloomy." 
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THOMAS  ADAMS. 

Thomas  Adams,  for  many  years  sheriff  of  Nnrftilk 
County,  was  boro  in  Quincy  (then  Braiotreo),  April 
1  1 9, 1 804.   He  had  bat  the  edoeational  advantagea  of 
j  the  farams'  boya  of  llw  period  of  his  yonth,  bnt  what 

they  supplied  him  was  retained  and  used  with  profit 
during  his  lifo.  ITe  married  Meh«n:iheL  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  lieiief  ^Baxter)  Field,  April  4,  1826. 
(She  wsa  bom  Jan.  3,  1804.)  He  earij  beeanio 
ideatiited  aa  a  poliitioal  worker  with  the  Whig  party, 
and  received  the  appointment  of  deputy-sheriff,  for 
which  office  he  possessed  p"cat  qunlifications,  and 
ythosv  duiius  he  discharged  to  the  perfect  satisfaction 
of  the  people.  He  Was  eontiaued  a  long  time  aa 
deputy,  aadao  mneb  weiehbserviees  demanded,  that 
he  relinquished  all  other  busine.".*,  retnovcd  from 
Qutnpy  to  Koxljtiry  in  1^4*i.  and  wa^  pMinineiit  io 
official  relations.  Marked  and  decided  m  his  cliar- 
aoter,  poritive  and  eneigetie  in  bis  natnre,  he  ebowed 
Stteh  adaptability  to  the  duties  devolving  upon  him, 
that  when  placed  in  nomiiiation  for  hl'Ai  sheriff  he 
WHS  elected  hv  ;i  very  f!:Ulerir)g  vote,  which  also  con- 
tinued him  lar  luauy  yeara  in  this  office.  Probably 
no  reaideDt  of  the  ooaaty  waa  better  fitted  for  this 
I  position  than  Mr.  Adam».  He  was  popuhr,  quite 
'  huinorona,  could  both  tell  :uid  i  iijoy  a  ijood  story,  had 
I  a  large  circle  of  friends  among  the  bait  men  of  both 
political  cr^ds,  and  united  with  a  gentlemanly  bearing 
and  fine  penooal  preaenoe  nndannted  eonn^  and 
rapidity  of  execution.  He  felt  all  the  digaity  of  his 
office  nnd  .'•ustaineil  it  well,  liut  ever  pnf^ened  the 
I  nlmrp  edges  of  his  duty  by  his  kindness  and  human* 
I  ity  tuwaid  thoee  npoo  whom  he  ma  fbf«ed  to  exeoote 
his  power.  To  this  «id  he  often  took  responstbirities 
from  which  weaker  men  would  have  shraok.  Exp 
Govertior  Gaston  relates  the  following  instsinee  of  his 
kindness  of  heart :  "  One  Saturday  a  man  was  re- 
manded to  his  OQStodj  until  Monday.  Mr.  Adams 
tuning  to  him,  asked,  *  Do  you  want  to  be  with  your 
family  over  Sunday?'  The  man  answered  'Yes.* 
'  Go  home,  then,  and  be  here  wh«'n  court  opon^;,'  said 
Mr.  Adams.  The  man  wtut  joyfully,  and  was  prompt 
in  hisattemlaneeat  the  opening  of  couiton  Monday." 
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Such  characteristics  a»  thc^e  did  not  fail  to  give  h\m 
a  \nT^c  pf»r«ona!  fnllnwin?  of  friends.  Outside  of  his 
oAicial  duties,  ho  was  an  able  business  loao,  a  valued 
menber  of  tbe  Sag^ioon  Club,  «ii  exoetletil  citiMo, 
and  acqaired  veakh.  He  was  reiy  boepitabte.  and 
w:i.«i  noted  for  his  kindness  in  aiding  yonnp  men  both 
by  his  counsels  ami  iiioru  rary  assistance.  During  the 
Rebellion  he  filled  numerous  cootracts  for  liorscs  for 
the  goTervmeDt.  For  this  be  wbb  well  qualified,  as 
be  bad  a  great  love  for  and  skill  in  aeleeting  fine 
horse*.  He  was  the  original  ineeptor,  and  became 
one  of  the  incorponitors  und  direetnr«  of  the  Rr.ek- 
land  Batik,  now  Kocklaud  National  Bank,  Roxbury, 
witb  wbieb  be  waa  identified  until  bis  death,  wbieb 
oocurred  Jan.  2,  1869.  Mrs.  Aiiams,  who  Mirvives 
him,  is  an  afni:i1)le  Imly  <>(  gentle  and  iiiia->-uiiiiti_^  inrin 
ners,  posses«i«g  the  same  kindnes.s  of  heart  toward  the 
poor  and  unfortunate  as  Mr.  Adams,  and  Is  noted  for 
her  benerolenee  and  charity. 


JAMBS  A.  STBKBON,  H.D. 

Jamea  A.  Stetson,  N.D.,  son  of  Maj.  Amos  Stetson, 
I  born  in  Braintree,  Dec.  28,  1806.  He  acquired 
a  elasfieal  education  and  was  graduated  at  Colunobia 
College,  New  York,  and  afterwards  studied  medicine 
at  the  Harvard  Medical  School.  He  came  to  Quincy 
•bout  1830,  not  long  after  bb  giaduatiou,  and  eatab* 
lished  himself  as  a  phytvician.  His  agreeable  manners 
and  well  fotinded  medical  knowledge  soon  made  him 
popular  amon^  all  classes,  and  at  tbe  time  of  bi^  uiar> 
riagie  be  bad  bnih  up  a  fiiM  practice.  He  married, 
Nov.  10, 1843,  Abigail  F.,  oldest  daughter  of  Josiah 
n^gban,  of  Quincy.  Their  chitdr>'ii  are  Josiah  B. 
and  James  H.  Jo>iah  1'.  is  a  teacher  of  vocal  and 
instrutuental  mufiic  in  Boston.  James  H.  is  a  sales- 
mo  and  eonmeraial  traveler,  and  is  in  the  employ  of 
»  BoetoD  wholesale  firm. ' 

As  a  physician  Dr.  Stetson  was  skillful  and  suc- 
e*«»}<fnl.  poKsesfing  «rr''nt  jiidgment  and  deeision  which 
always  inspired  confidence  in  him  ;  kind,  charitable, 
and  &itbful,  be  was  ever  ready  to  attend  the  calls  of 
the  poor,  and  nerer  required  a  fee  if  be  thought  they 
were  nnaVde  to  pay  for  his  services. 

At  the  time  of  his  deceaso,  which  occurred  March 
15,  1880,  he  was  the  oldest  practicing  physician  in 
Noribtk  County,  baTtng  been  the  representative  phy- 
sidan  of  Qnim^  for  about  half  a  century.  He  had  a 
very  extensive  practice,  and  not  until  failini:  hi  allh. 
some  ten  years  before  hi«  death,  warned  him  that  his 
labors  were  too  engrossing  and  fatiguing,  did  he  com- 
neftoe  to  relioquiah  bis  work  to  younger  physicians. 


Politically  Dr.  St^'t-son  was  a  Democrat,  and  at  one 
time  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  t<>\y  \^  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  but  aside  from  that,  wc  believe  held  no 
puhlie  offiee^  His  religious  belief  was  that  of  the 
Unitarians.  As  a  phyndan,  eitiion,  and  friend,  Br. 
Stetson  woo  all  hearts  by  his  unpretentioa.s  goodne>>. 
unas.siuiiinsr  !natirier>,  fidpHf  y,  and  probity.  Probably 
no  man  ever  lived  in  Quincy  who  had  a  larger  circle 
of  strong  personal  friends.  He  was  a  highly  re^^pected 
nenber  of  tbe  Massachusetts  Medical  Sodety,  and 
kept  him^lf  well  versed  in  everything  pertaining  to 
the  adv.itieenient  of  hh  chosen  profc.s.sion.  He  w.i* 
well  read  iu  the  current  literature  of  the  day,  and 
always  deeply  interested  in  tbe  progress  of  art  and 
discoveries  of  science.  His  clearncits  of  mental 
vision  ;:ave  strength  to  ail  his  convictions.  HLn 
opinions  were  not  hastily  formed,  but  were  tctia- 
ciously  held,  and,  when  occasion  offered,  fcarle^ily 
exprened,  whether  upon  sodal,  politioal,  or  religious 
subjeets.  If  his  prejudices  were  aometimcs  ftrong, 
they  were  not  invineiWe.  for  he  was  open  to  argu- 
ment, and  candid  in  weighing  the  reasons  of  his 
oppoDcuts.  His  indepeodence  of  nature  made  biia 
superior  to  the  tove  of  popularity  and  to  the  ponnit 
of  it,  and  kept  him  through  life  (with  one  exception} 
from  taking  public  place  or  ofRetal  poaitioti.  He  was 
impatient  of  all  that  was  vulgar  and  pretcotioos,  iU' 
tolerant  of  deception,  prsvwieation.  and  meanncm. 
His  dislike  of  ostentation  led  him  to  Teil  beneath  a 
.somewhat  cold  exterior  a  gcoeronty  of  obaiactfr  and 
a  tenderness  of  feelifv'  whieh  were  among  hi*  ino<t 
atrikiog  traits,  and  which  will  be  borne  witness  to  by 
all  who  were  adflHlted  to  iIm  iotmn^  of  h»  ftiwd- 
shipk  He  was  a  siacen  Christiao,  one  of  the  finnest 
of  friends,  and  one  of  the  ttOnt  ihonoghly 
and  upright  of 


HENRV  HABDWrCK  FAXON. 

Ilciiry  llanlwiek  Faxon,  son  of  Jnb  and  Judith 
B.  (Hardwick)  Faxon,  was  bom  in  Quiocy,  Mass., 
Sept.  28, 1823.  He  is  n  descendant  in  the  eighth 
generation  of  Thomas  Faxon,  who  eame,  with  bis 

wife,  daughter,  and  two   sons,  from  Kngl.inl 
America  previous  to  1647,  and  settled  in  that  yurt 
of  Braintree  now  Quincy.    He  conscijueotiy  repr»?- 
senta  one  of  the  oldest  Mew  Bnglaod  fiuniKes  in  this 

section. 

Job  Faxon  was  quite  an  extenhive  farmer,  owning 
atid  mnnaging,  in  cuiitiectiou  with  his  farm,  a  stall  in 
Quincy  Market,  Boston,  lor  many  years,  and  leariog 
at  bis  death  an  ertate  of  fbrty  thon«nd  doUais. 
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Heory  panMl  his  y«ath  on  tbe  fam,  witli  merely 

OOBunon-MihooI  advantages  for  education.  He  was 
apprenfici  il  to  learn  tlio  !5ho<>maker'f  tnuk-  when 
aboat  sixteen,  and  during  his  five  jeare'  experience 
bfcuiie  thomagbly  eonveraaDt  with  the  iuDnft«tiir9 
of  all  parte  of  a  boot  and  afaoe.  In  1843,  in  oompnny 
with  his  brother  John,  be  began  manufacturing  boots 
and  shoos  priiii  ipnlly  fnr  the  Boston  and  Bultiuiore 
markets.  About  184t>  he  changed  his  busiucsa, 
opeoiog  a  retail  griNsery  and  provieion  atore  in 
Qnincy,  wbiob  he  condnoted  for  aboat  aeven  years. 
During  the  la.«t  three  years  of  that  time  he  carried 
on  a  lutkcry,  and  aho  wns  a  rcul-estntf  and  merclian- 
dis^  auctioneer.  Hin  leuiperaujeiii  wan  too  active, 
however,  to  be  confined  within  tbe  eomparaiiTelj 
narrow  limita  of  oonntry  trade,  and  he  became  a  re- 
tail grocer  nt  fho  corner  of  South  and  R-iuli  Streets, 
Boston,  ilie  iirtu-natue  being  "  Faxon,  Wood  &,  Co." 
Two  years  later  he,  with  his  brothers,  moved  to  Com- 
merdal  Street,  ehanging  tbe  title  of  the  firm  to 
"  Faxon  Br(»ther8  &  Co.,"  and  the  bu.sinew  to  whole- 
sale transactiiin<;  exclusively.  In  18GI,  retiring  from 
the  firm,  Mr.  Faxon  went  to  New  Orleans  and  made 
large  purchases  of  moIasBes,  shipping  it  to  his  former 
partners.  Retnrolog  to  Boston  the  nest  jesr,  he 
engsged  in  speculating  on  Chatham  Street,  and  subee- 
quently  locnted  on  India  Wharf.  FTcro  he  operated 
Uo-gcly  in  chicory,  kerosene  oil,  raisins,  spices,  and 
every  ilting  in  the  Way  of  staple  metebandiaenpon  which 
he  eould  reatiie  n  profit.  At  thb  time  Mr.  Faxon  had 
given  no  i^pecial  thonght  to  temperance  matters,  and 
was  not  himself  a  "  total  .ib?-t:iint  r."  Anticipating 
tbe  rise  in  the  price  of  liquors  on  account  of  an  io- 
eresM  of  duty,  he  purefaased  severe]  hundred  barrels 
of  whishsf  and  nmi,  and  held  them  for  the  expected 
advance.  The  rcsuU  proved  the  accuracy  of  his 
judgment.  Thi?<  i-*  the  transaction  upoti  which  Mr. 
Faxon  8  bibulous  opponeota  have  founded  the  ea^u- 
tislly  fiibe  charge,  so  often  •heard,  that  be  "  made  his 
money  selling  rum,"  the  intention  bung  to  eonv^ 
tlie  !ii)pre:^.-ion  that  the  temperance  campaigner  was 
at  one  time  in  h'w  life  distinetively  a  liquor-seller. 

Belinquisbing  apeculatioo,  he  dealt  io  real  esute 
CO  n  large  scale,  and  it  was  in  this  that  he  made  tbe 
bulk  of  bis  fortune,  flo  purchased  for  the  meet  part 
at  auction,  and  thrnngli  eureful  management  cleared 
great  amounts  of  money.  He  is  now  the  largest 
retil-estate  owner  io  Quiocy,  where  he  has  about  one 
hundred  tenaals,  bsrides  bavin;;  nearly  the  same 
number  in  Boston  and  Chelsea.  lie  married,  Nov. 
IR,  1852,  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  Isriel  W.  nw]  IVi.s- 
cilia  L.  (Bnrbank)  Munroe.  They  have  one  child, 
Henry  Muoroe,  bora  May  22,  1864. 


Ut r.  Vazon  was  eboaen  to  represent  Qnini^  in  the 

State  Legislature,  as  a  Republican,  in  1864  and  1871. 
With  th«!c  exceptions.  Mr.  Faxon  has  never  lield 
poblio  office,  save  his  present  peculiar  one  of  "  Special 
Poliee,"  to  enforce  the  lawe  relative  to  tbe  sale  of  in* 
toxicating  liquors  in  Quincj.  A  mm.  of  rare  jndg* 
ment,  of  irreprew-ible  energy,  he  has  •'  hewed  to  the 
line"  of  an  unshaken  purpose.  His  life  is  of  a  type 
rarely  found  elsewhere  than  in  America — a  note- 
worthy manifestation  of  that  tirelew,  ceaseless,  sleep- 
less effort,  ending  only  at  death,  which  seems  to 
characterize  mtr  people,  and  which  strikes  thoui:htfnl 
fnreifrners  witli  a^'tonishmotit.  As  a  biiHnes*  man, 
Mr.  Faxuu  seemed  tu  know  intuitively  the  state  of 
fotnre  ss  well  ss  onrrent  markets;  and  the  boldness 
of  his  operations,  auj  ilie  manner  of  his  purchases, 
though  unerringly  clear  to  himself.  seeinoJ  tn  nthers 
audacious,  even  wild  and  recklet^t,  and  atitoundcd  his 
associates  by  their  successful  issues.  As  a  legislator, 
Mr.  Faxon  looked  keenly  to  the  best  interests  of  bis 
oonstitnents*  His  attention  was  first  attracted  to  the 
temperance  qnrstlot)  wliilu  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. He  voted  for  all  measures  tending  to  restrict 
the  sale  of  intoxioaUng  liquon. 

This  action  on  hia  pari  was  met  with  fieree  denun< 
ciation  by  the  advocates  of  license,  which  caused  Mr. 
Faxon  to  thoroughly  iiivestif,'ate  the  liquor  traffic  in 
all  its  phases.  He  soon  saw  the  enormity  of  the  evil, 
and  its  destraotive  efeots  upon  society.  He  imme- 
dislely  adopted  the  prinoiides  of  prohflMtion,  and  has 
since  devoted  himself  untiringly  to  the  temperance 
cause.  It  h  in  connection  with  this  movement  that 
he  has  become  fio  widely  and  prominently  known. 
He  beesme  st  ones  one  of  the  sdtnowledged  lesdeis 
of  the  tempemnee  forees  of  Hassnehusetts,  and  in- 
augurated a  bold,  aggres-sivc  policy  of  active  and 
vigorous  war  on  intemperance  wherever  intrenched. 
"  Through  the  pulpit,  the  Suoday-schook,  the  press, 

'  the  oonventions,  the  polls,  he  has  asMtted  tbe  trsfiio 
in  intoxicating  liquors  with  an  ttnCOmpromi.sing  spirit. 
He  has  treated  with  defiant  scorn  thnt  political  policy 
which  has  so  often  betrayed  the  frieiitis  ot'  pn.hihitory 
legislation.    Consetjueutly  lie  has  eneuuntercd  much 

I  opposition,  personal  abuse,  and  misrepreaentstion  of 
motives;  but  hi  n  tire,  consistency,  and  pcrsever* 
ance  are  unyieldiug  His  entire  freedom  from  sec- 
tarian bigotry,  and  his  Christian  integrity,  place  the 
purity  of  his  motives  beyond  question,  and  render  in- 

'  elleatnnl  the  attscks  of  those  who  find  his  sineeiity 
unsuitcd  to  their  political  purposes.*' 

,^Ir.  I'.t.Min  hus  ;ip|ilied  the  «nme  methods  to  his 
teuiperunce  work  that  were  so  fiuccettaiul  in  his  busi- 

'  uess  career.    He  has  never  auempted  to  use  his 
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piiociplei;  m  levers  to  elevate  biiuself  to  office,  but  has 
por^istt  ntly  refusiMj  to  l»e  a  candidate  for  any  position. 
To  use  his  own  words,  "  I  want  it  dislincdy  under- 
stood that  it  is  not  for  office  or  honor  that  I  take  so 
•eti^e  a  ptrt  in  politios,  bm  for  th«  aadaftietion  of  do- 
ing what  I  consider  my  political  dirty."  He  has  no 
affiliation  with  nny  third  party  movement,  holdine  the 
Republican  party  as  the  most  reliable  medium  for  re- 
form, and  const notly  endeaTotiog,  throogh  it,  to  ao- 
eompliah  the  reforma  so  impentiTely  demandad  by 
the  interests  of  society  ;  but  he  haa  oAen  been  severely 
oensurpd  by  its  leaders  for  ignoring  party  linos.  He 
says,  [  do  not  care  for  partiea,  but  only  for  the 
principlea  whioh  govern  them ;  and  I  have  been  free 
In  die  paefc  to  eondenn  the  notion  of  the  party  to 
irhieh  I  em  iDied,  and  to  bolt  nominations,  and  defeat 
its  candidates,  when  the  poml  of  the  people  demanded 
it.  I  am  content  to  stand  betw<^u  the  two  great 
political  pertiee,  with  my  prohibition  dob,  and,  in 
case  of  an  emergeneyi  knock  the  life  oat  of  one  or 

both,  uiili'Ss  they  :icct'>{it  the  issiU'." 

Mr.  Faxon  has  used  his  wealth  witli^ut  :«tint  in 
aiding  the  temperance  cau»e,  and  this  has  sustained 
the  Reform  dobs  in  Tarioua  porta  of  Haaaaohuaetta. 
Daring  the  year  when  the  Refonn  Club  movement 
was  at  its  lipi^'ht  liis  '.'Ift-s  avpn»'.r<Hl  fifty  tlollar<«  per 
day.  In  Quincy,  his  home,  he  has  done  a  noble  work. 
F&zoQ  Hall,  a  permanent  memorial  to  his  name,  was 
erected  in  1876,  for  the  Reform  dob  of  Quiooy. 
This,  with  \ts  furniture,  cost  eleven  thousjind  dollars, 
of  which  he  paid  morf  tluui  four-fifths.  Ills  zi'iil  and 
independent  political  ability  have  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  the  prohibitory  forces  of  Massachusetts,  and 
made  bhn  a  prominent  Aetorio  State  politioa.  A 
State  Republican  Cooventtoo  without  him  and  his 
prohibitory  rcFnltnions  would  be  a  grateful  «<iirpri««e  to 
politicians.  He  keeps  a  keen  eye  on  the  legislative  pro- 
eeediogs,and  is  personally  iu  attendaneeakneaHy  every 
day*a  aeaiion,  working  with  unremitting  teal  to  advanoe 
temperance  legislation.  He  is  the  /'fit-  noire  of  the 
piiliticians  of  both  political  partio.=«,  who  havp  pretty 
well  settled  it  that  Mr.  Faxon  is  a  disturber  of  the 
peaoe,  often  npaetdng  the  ealenlationa  of  mnehine 
politieiana.  Probably  the  moat  effecAire  bombshell 
ever  dropped  in  their  ranks  was  the  tabulated  poeition 
of  each  member  of  the  State  Senate  and  House  of 
Rcpreftentativeti  on  the  temperance  question,  which 
was  published  by  him  fint  in  1880,  in  the  Beaton 
Herald,  and  in  onmberleai  pamphlets,  as  a  guide  for 
temperance  voters.  TTii-*  was  a  keen  stroke  of  policy, 
and  rrsnlied  m  ■well  that  it  wa.s  routinued,  with  the 
regularity  uf  an  almanac,  i'ur  tliree  years,  when,  in 
eottaeqveoee  of  the  enaU  nnmber  of  "Tea"  and 


"  Nay'  votes  ;  which  form  the  basis  of  the  rejioct) 
taken  during:  the  1*  ::i.->lativL'  »«!ision  of  1883,Mr.FaXOn 
was  forced  to  suspend  its  ist^uc. 

Mr.  Faxon  haa  formulated  hia  polUioal  creed  in 
the  following : 

"  It  may  npp«*r  pr«tuiuptuou«  in  th«  writer  to  diotatc,  m 
lona*  exprcM  it,  to  tlic  gre*t  pwrtx  of  tk«  State  and  N»ti<n; 
bat  if  tbe  EspoMiean  }ft>xty  hopw  f«r  tuawM  ia  the  f«tai«b  It 
h*"  (.'ot  I  t  Adopt  twtaiB  prinoiplw,  •■d  aany  IhetB  est  wttbeni 

four  or  furor. 

*'lit  Th««Blowd  volortntlitSoBtliiraStatM  BMAbepfv- 

leoted.  For  every  t\tirr,  Iiun;;,  sh.jt,  or  i)e|irivei1  r.f  hi«  ri;ht% 
bang  <ir  nhout  white  rebel  guiUj  of  iloj  ris  in^  him  ol  tucb 
riKbt«. 

"  Having  given  thaiNgraM  th«  right  of  saflrmgc,  it  ii  (ho  \m- 
pontlvo  dttty  of  tho  fovonunoat  to  tm  that  thoj  ore  dofMM, 

if  It  takes  a  ttAiiJing  army  to  du  it. 

"  I  do  not  baliove  Ui*t  Mjr  ptrKHd,  wUk  cvry  rare  •xctptio**, 
tibonld  kavo  tbo  riglit  to  wloid  tho  ballot  oatil  bo  or  iho  ooa  rtod 

it,  nDd  underitand  it."  iraportaniv. 

"  TbottMMkd*  of  politician*  in  tbeoonoUy  admit  thit  fact,  bat 
lhagr  dAio  not  oxpnw  it  tnm  tho  piotfem  or  ovor  thoir  aigao- 

ture:!,  for  fenr  it  will  burl  their  politicsl  futures. 

"  2d.  Tbe  nntursliiation  luira  inu!<l  be  eoforeol  and  nbeyed, 
40  that  the  rif;bt«  of  nntive-born  ai><l  hi  iic.-t  unturjia/od  ctttmrt 
shall  not  Im  troddon  upon  hj  foroigD-bom  tnttnp*  oad  orialaoli^ 
who  hav«  east  odlon  oad  r«pro««h  npon  thoM  who  ur«  ap* 
right. 

*'lf  I  undorctoad  it  correctljr,  there  are  iuodj  f«roiga«T* 
modo  votora  through  Iho  InttranontaiitlM  of  Ihlio  ostho,  aod 

-ithcr  ■li'viec-s,  who  hnvc  iiul  the  r-'ijni'ilf  i(ii;ili!t<Mtinn»  enttrting 
thcni  to  tb^ right  of  oitisenghip.  Tbe  laws,  it  enfon-inl,  wiU 
protoot  tb«  hooeflly-Bstnrmliied  oquallj  with  tho  notivw-hofS 
citizen.    No  niiui  can  find  fault  with  that  do«trin«. 

".Id.  Tht  patfmeui  o/  poll  tdj-et.  Tho power  t«  procore  by 
|>uri-ha8e  the  vote*  of  a  loir  'l;t>-<  of  bimMMfa  and  draahud^ 
ought  to  Im  itoppcd  b/  legal  ooactinoata. 

'*  It  Ifl  daagoroni  for  tho  wotOiro  of  on^  eoenniuitj  to  bo 
controlled  by  a  class  of  voter*  li;iv<.-  nut  umiiiii  n  •■tuiii.-b 
to  pay  tbeir  own  poll  taXM.  I  will  rcnturo  to  make  the  aaeor- 
tioB  thai  aino-teatba  of  titooo  whON  poll  taaea  an  ftM  hj 
charity  <>pf nd  yearly  for  mm  and  lolaceo  thirtjr  tinoo  aa  ■■oh 
aa  their  taxe*  aiuount  to. 

"dtha  Tbo  ftopablicitn  party  rou*t  adopt  the  principles  of 
t«tiipernixe»  hovover  heavy  the  burden  tnay  be  to  b«ar.  Tbero 
are  uiurv  than  loronty  lhou*and  voter*  in  tbia  Common  wealth 
who  are  in  tympatby  with  tbo  oaate,  and  are  determined  to 
prow  it,  ia  souo  form  or  another,  into  their  politieai  or  and  ? 
and  thero  i«  a  proportlonato  nambor  ia  muij  otbor  9tat«t  ia 
till-  I'tii'  ii. 

"  .^tb.  WomuD  wu«t  have  tho  power  to  wield  the  ballot;  and 
that  priTllofo  will  have  to  bo  advaaoad  and  oblalaod  throagh 

the  Republican  )i:irlf .  Thi>  mother*  and  daughters  of  Mti««;i- 
cbuiolt^  bavu  liiu  uaacumble  right  to  a  voice  in  llkn  matter, 
and  it  will  be  an  honor  to  any  organiiation  or  party  that  than 
aid  womoR  la  their  doalio  to  help  eoatnl  the  adain  of  gar- 
oruwoat.'* 

Mr.  Faxon  eond^dera  the  pram  a  powerfol  agent  in 
temperance  weric  In  the  OMnpnigne  of  the  past  three 

years  he  has  .■=enf  out  an  average,  for  each  working- 
day,  of  over  one  thousand  print<Ml  docttmeuts  coataiu- 
ing  facts,  statements,  and  appeals  to  temperaoce  voters. 
He  haa  eompiled,  and  seattered  bnMdeaat»  many  eepiai 
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of  a  Tolttme  whUA  bu  eost  him  oraeb  bbor,  eiiiitl«d 
Bxtnets  from  the  Pnblio  Statntos :  oontaiotng  all  ' 

lepislation  rtlating  to  the  liquor  traffic,  with  a  digest 
of  the  decisions  of  the  Supretnti  Conrt  bearinp;  upon 
tbeiiti  tuatters,  with  full  tabloof  cootentji  and  indexes."  i 
This  is  a  vumt  ▼aloabie  work.   H«  umb  tlie  oolumaa 
of  nempapen  un.<]>nriogly,  and  often  ooeapifls  tbe 
STippletnent  to  the  Boston  Herald  with  his  "  temper- 
ance broadsides."   His  headquarters  for  "Temperance 
Republican"  work  is  at  No.  36  Bromfield  Street,  Bos-  , 
too.  He  leeuTM  ftar  mora  editorial  attention  than  | 
any  other  tempennee  refonner, — bitter  denunciations, 
s»lnrs,  mjgrepreppntations,  as  well  as  commendations 
and  approvals, — and  be  is  probably  more  hated  and 
feared  hy  professed  politicians  than  any  other  man  in  < 
tiie  politied  arena.   Their  attacks  never  disooneert  | 
hini|  bowevcr,  but  arc  received  with  perfect  goui.1  tia- 
ture  and  unruffled  temper.    TTc  keeps  a  number  of 
scrap-books,  ia  which  he  methodically  and  carofully 
prowrrei  idl  eritkiBms  pro  and  con,  dl  sorts  of  ialbr- 
maUon  coneeming  polities  and  polttieians,  proeeedingi 
of  ooDventlons  and  legidalive  liodieB,  and  other  arti- 
cles, from  which  to  draw  ammunition  in  the  future. 

As  a  speaker,  Mr.  Fazoa  ia  rendy,  outspoken,  and 
blunt,  never  fating  in  line  with  any  "  cnt^ind-dfied"  | 
policy  or  plan,  bat  speaking  fiedy,  anddtreetly  to  the  j 
point,  under  all  circumstances,  even  when  silence 
would  seem  to  othei-s  tlie  more  advantofreoua.    It  has 
been  said  frequently  by  his  political  enemies,  as  well 
aa  ftiends,   If  Faxon  only  knew  better  when  to  tdk  I 
and  wb«l  to  hold  his  tongue,  with  his  sbility  as  a 
campaigner,  backed  Iiy  his  wealth,  lie  mi'^ht  easily 
ask  and  r<rt'ivf!  fnini  the  Republican  party  *»f  Mafisa- 
chusettb  any  oliice  in  iiis  gilt — even  that  of  Governor."  1 

Mr.  FteoQ,  however,  prefers  bis  iodepeodeDoe.  He  ! 
ssySf       don't  core  a  straw  for  any  office;  I  WOlk't  . 

take  one.    Tt  wntilj  tie  oiy  hands  to  he  nn  office- 
holder, and  I  want  to  be  lefl  free.    As  for  talking,  I 
propose  to  speak  my  mind  ithen  and  where  I  please, 
and  if  any  one  doesn't  like  it,  he  needn't  stop  to  ; 
listen."  I 

As  a  writer,  Mr.  Faxon  has  an  enrne''t.  direct 
style.  He  kuepti  his  otjject  well  in  view,  and  never 
digresses  except  to  add  precept  to  precept,  and  to 
more  oompletely  end  ftmsibly  ronnd  ont  bissigameoL  | 
Many  of  his  ezpressiooa  are  epigrammatic  combina- 
tions of  "trength,  terseness,  and  philosophy.  We 
extract  a  few,  at  random,  from  various  published  ar- 
tidea :  **  A  man  cannot  oveiride  instinct."  "  Hntnsn 
natnve  will  atidc  out  strongest  wherever  the  dollsin 
are  the  thiltost  "  "  Prayers  avail  bnt  little  in  con-  * 
verting  nim-«»l!ers,  but  the  law  pun.  fully  eliarped, 
pat  ID  the  hands  of  honest  officials,  will  do  elective 


bnnncM."  *■  In  turning  the  thonb-aerew  of  politied 
sentiment,  great  can  should  be  ezernsed  in  appljriag 

(he  power."  "  Place  very  little  faith  in  the  thief  who 
steals  your  watch,  and  says  he  has  repented,  unless  he 
returns  the  watch."  "  Out  of  the  grog-shops  come 
misery,  woe,  poverty,  and  destb."  **  The  power  that 
eomnands  votes  is  the  power  which  politicians  re- 
spect "  I^aWH  arc  never  enforced  liy  tliowi  who 
break  them."  '■  If  you  want  political  purity  to  pre- 
vail, prayers  and  teaching  must  be  the  rifles,  and  un- 
remittiog  work  the  sumanition,  handled  by  men  of 
unflinching  integrity,  who  will  fire  into  politied  sio  at 
short  rai>;^e."  ••  The  ;^ro;^  ,«Iiops  make  bad  voters,  as 
surely  as  tlie  churches  make  -.'ood  tuie.s."'  '■  Catering 
to  u  luob  never  advanced  the  iuteresta  of  any  class  or 
institatieo  inangurated  to  benefit  the  eommnnity." 

Mr.  Fa.von's  benclaelions  are  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  State  Teniperanci*  Alliance,  Reform  Clubc, 
and  other  teiu(>eranee  organizations. 

A  few  words  must  b«  said  about  the  much-talked- 
of  "  Qatney  system"  of  dealing  with  liquor  sdliog, 
and  Mr.  Faxon's  connection  therewith,  as  it«  author 
and  i»oIieenian"  under  it.  In  March.  IRSl.  Mr. 
Fa.\oD  caused  this  article  to  be  inserted  in  the  war- 
rant  calling  the  annua]  towo-mecliog :  "  To  see  if 
the  town  will  appoint,  or  instruct  the  ssieetmeD  to 
aj'point,  special  police  officers  to  enforce  all  laws 
bearing  upon  the  .■^ale  of  intoxieatiie.:  liquors,  and  ap- 
propriate money  therefor."  This  was  adopted  by  the 
town,  aod  we  continue  in  Mr.  Faxon's  language : 

"  In  1881  tbora  were  lurtjr-twu  liocnses  grantod,  wliita  »OT«rftl 
dlapeiiMra  of  the  anient  were  telling  in  UcGance  or  tho  luw.  By 
«  nearlj  lananimottt  vol*  at  the  a4)*»'™^  awtiog,  k«i4  in 
April,  tb«  teleotmen  mmt  laatmolad  to  appoint  the  writw,  aaa 
policeman,  to  enforce  all  lav*  pertiiinlog  U>  thr  »>kIc  of  intoxica- 
tlDg  liquora.  The  appmutment  wat  nade  mtimr  tome  delay,  and 
th*  »rdnoiiB  dutln  of  tb«  '  rami  polimnaa'  omnneamd.  I 

W;\s  iij.]Mjiiitri!.  :i*  I  m i |.|h i«<-.I .  (.,        iny  duly  :  fyund 

tlint  tbe  honorable  boiirU  which  innde  tbc  npp»iiitiiiei)t  thoagbt 
I  waa  dotag  too  mndk  dmitf,  aod  I  wm  aeeordiogljr  dlsplaoed. 
At  the  next  March  cloclion  the  board  of  aelectiuoo  wes  voted 
out  of  ofBco,  and  an  enlirc  new  board  elwted.  In  May,  IS.S2, 
I  wae  reappointed  by  the  nowly-«.-lecte<l  selectmen,  and  coro- 
manoad  my  dotiw  at  onoe.  I  knew  that  U  would  bo  aa  ardn- 
out  taak ;  tat  taving  '  put  my  band  t«  tba  plow,'  I  tad  ao 
latmtloa  of  '  looking  book.'  ** 

The  obctactes  thnwu  iu  his  way  by  his  o^MMientB 

were  numberless.  Everything  was  done  to  evade  the 
law.  Falpe  swearing  was  resorted  tn  in  the  courts, 
and  Mr.  Faxon  was  arrested  for  &i»auk  and  battery ; 
but)  with  his  great  peisond  courage  aod  untiring 
eoeigy,  these  scions  only  inftwed  greator  seal  into 
his  operations.  He  made  a  viznrou-  f^'z\^^.  emplDvetl 
detective.*!,  spared  neither  pains  nor  money,  made  mid- 
night raids  on  suspected  places,  fearlessly  discharging 
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h'is  6worD,  and  lo  hira  sacred,  duty,  and  pursued  til  keeps  in  good  hetlth,  aod  Will  doubtless  continued 

illfjal  dealers  wiih  a  rod  of  iron.    Tlir'  roults  wpro  be  a  potent  far-tor  in  the  tnmpcrnnep  politics  of  Mai*a- 

ciuinently  watisfuclory.    Mauy  vio]alor>»  of  law  have  chusett.s  for  many  yean^.    With  his  positive  nature,  he 

been  oompiaiued  of  and  pnneeuted,  each  case  being  has  strong  frieuds  as  well  as  bitter  eoetuics.  The 

CMrernlly  worked  ap  by  havinfc  (be  tcstimonj  of  wit-  !  Boktoo  BenJd  editorially  eeys  tbis  of  bin : 

OesscB  taken  at  the  trial  io  tbe  lower  court,  and  re-  "Thprc  if  no  denying  that  Mr.  Faxon  i»  a  very  live  m»n. 

conlfc).  with  all  att(-nr!:iiit  cirtntm'^tMnff**.  for  ii'^c  in  W«  h»ire  freqneotlj  had  iioMiioo  to  ©lait  bimwith  th« politic*! 

the  upper  court  in  case  ot  need.    Uwing  lo  the  per-  hooioriit.:  for  wb«.  b.  t.  not  ■llrrto;  .p  lb«  wlektd  D««<». 

_                               i.it                             «         1  ornt*  lie  »>■  iinitv  liiiilv  ;.i  Ik- mukiiii;  !liIli^^•lf  troublesome  f.- tte 

feet  Byitem  adopted  m  their  management,  Mr.  I«axon  Kepublican  mncbinc  poliliciaua.    A.  an  indepeodeot  political 

ia  very  saeoeaaful  in  aeeariog  eonvietiona.   Quiocy  ia  j  eampaifnw,  tii*  ^tieman  froA  Quinsy  i»  »  nae«M.  H«  bu 

not  now  a  wholesome  place  for  ruui-.scller9.  nod  sbowa,  "                        •'a"'pore<l  by  no  r  inmittr . ,  .n-l  wh^i.  m 

by  \t<  va.tlv  iin,,r..v,  a  rnrKiifiur,,  the  vaiu^  of  Mr.  "^'"^                         '"^            '■"  "  ^'^ 

taxon  S  services  aB  a  police  oflicer,  in  wblch  IH).SIlion  p^rHiMency  in  urging  upon  oiti.cn.  of  every  party 

be  ia  al3l  eODtioued.     It  ia  generally  adtnitted  tbat  ^  tbc  ncod  of  diligently  atlcnding  the  primary  meeting*,  if  tbey 

very  little  intoxicating  Uqaor  ia  now  being  sold  in  tbe  incompetent  and  corrupt  candidates  for  offic*.  !■ 

town,  while  the  trafTu  issurrounded  with   ,  .r  L.nKcra  1                     "T"**^          ewipwgaer  i.  pb<D.i^l 

1      •        1  I  ttmong  politieiaof :  he  waBt*  BO  oflc<v  and  MnDf  MUntM  by 

and  diffK  uhi.-.     Dunn-  the  tim^  that  .Mr,  Henry  hope  of  t^wunl  .  n- .  pt  ii.:.t  ...ti-^u.  ii  ■„         .  r„„  fn.m 

H.  Faxon  has  served  the  town  of  Quincy  aa  a  special  coneciautious  endeavor  to  mnke  the  world  a  little  beUcf  tbao 

poliee  officer  to  enfovco  tbe  liquor  lawa,  theiv  bare  I  •«*  ^       «»■                   "»P  «•  ■•"y- 

been  many  loqairiea  Bade  aa  to  wbetber  be  was  in-  '                            of  the  extreme  proh.bitioni.t.  .r. 

.             ,  penunoun.  .  .  .  Mr.  rnxon  makes  a  very  keen  point  when  h« 

tending  at  any  time  to  cbarge  the  town  for  his  ser-  j,,,,,  , .             „,„r  ModK  a  man  into  oblivion,  but 


vice.«t.    To  set  the  matter  at  rest  Mr.  FaxoD  baa  aeot 

the  following  letter  to  the  tielectmcn  : 


buidraila  hav*  b&tn  bari«l  bojoad  hofm  to*  want  of  am;'  and, 
farther,  *tbe  obitsartee  of  dttboikMt  taeit  aeed  a  lib«r*l  aniovat 

of  wbilewa.'^b.'    There  in  a  pithine#-<i  about  tt  genuine  FaxoRtan 
"  To  TMK  HuiKMuaLa  ItaAMw  Sructhbr  :  i  •«>Wncc  tbat  appula  to  tbe  •  plaia  paopte'  to  wbom  tbe  «fa- 

"  0MrfMt«ii,— For  teverat  yean  I  have  aerred  tbe  town  aa  i  oioti*  oanpftlgBor  addrMMS  bit  many  oitmlan  and  doottmeBii, 

pidiccmon,  »p©ciHlly  uppoint«d  lo  enforce  llio  laws  relating  to  He  never  lo»cs  an  opportunity  to  fire  into  the  '  wi  kr.l  Demo- 
tbe  Bale  of  intoxioating  liquora.   Appi«priatiant  bave  boea  j  «'»'^'  wi'b  whiob  be  goes  for  an  oppoi>»oi  » 

mad*  amib  j«ar  to  pay  for  *aeb  dntie*.  In  order  to  nHovo  tbe  !  *^  •>  ^  mfirwhlng  eontnwt  to  tbe  tiaidity  of  moat  politieiaM 
tiiwii  nf  any  euibnrra.<!imentB5  regards  my  compciiiiation.T  will  A  few  more  such  iii  L-p-rt  lent.  ftBgree»i»c,  c»ucu»-»tten.iin|t 
sUtc  that  I  have  made  no  obarg«  whatever.  I  did  out  aoeepl  ,  politicians  scatteroi  iLruugh  the  Sute  would  do  much  to  bre»ls 
the  petition,  with  lu  nnny  parplasiliea,  Ihr  *  money  eonilder-  ,  "I'  ""^ "f"'"  machine*.  Faxon  i»  right  in  c«ntinnally  re 
atlon,  but  for  a  higher  reward— that  of  benefiting  the  citizcnJ  !  minding  the  votem  thnt  they  batreadaty  to  perform,  a*  eili- 
In  their  business  an<l  social  relations.  I  have  aNo  derived  the  \  «•»•  <>^  »  aolf-governing  eoramnntty,  in  attending  the  primary 
(latisfaotion  of  knowing  that  the  laws  of  prohibition  can  be  car-  meetings  whcrr  .,  lti,l,  |ir  ictic«l  poliii.  m-  , r.  al».«iyMo 
ried  oat  if  ottoiali  are  boaetlanUearneet.  Confident  that  my  i  •»  f»»""i.  That  I?  where  ho  it  ageDuine  civil  »erviw  reformer, 
fellow  townmeii  hare  Mly  realUed  the  MeerinKa  reaultlng  from  Cawpnignor  Vkxon'a  doeameals  are  oompiTed  wlib  naMrknUa 
the  1  iifon-i  incr.t  i  l  (ln^  lu»,  I  [ni  ■,  tliut  n  the  coming  cam-     accuracy.    His  sincerity  !•  t.y  the  laci  that,  althoogb 

pttign  thoy  will  not  be  indifferent  in  adranciog  erery  principle  i  f""^        political  »«iv.tiiceroent  of  other  men,  h« 

wbieb  pertain*  ta  good  gOftmoent.  Touiatraly,  i  never  asks  of  hin  bcneficiurioi  onice«  for  hlmoelf  or  *  soil' plar^ 

MgcHnr  B.  FaXiQR.       for  bit  friends.   To  politicians  who  have  weak  »pot«  in  tbair 
'QtiKCY,  Jan.  S*",  1881."  reeords  which  they  wii-h  to  conoeal,  Faxon  is  as  annoying  aaaa 

electrK'  li^'tit  i-i  to  .« !j>iirg!iir.  Taken  altogether,  Faxon  is  an  in- 
depenUeut,  eoerguiie,  go-it-alono  politician,  who  will  lenrono 
•neoenor  to  o*rry  m  hbi  poMlUrly  •moaMfltl  motbodn  ofana* 
I  iML'ning.  Tbara  to  bat  on*  MaMoobaaetla  Mid  bat  oao 
iix\^  dollars  in  money,  in  addition  to  unremitting  toil  Faxon." 

and  attention  to  tbe  proaecution  of  caaea.    He  baa  ' 

pdd  all  his  own  conoael  fees,  and,  whenever  be  baa  [ 
been  assisted  by  brother  officers,  has  inrariably 
pensatf'il  tliciu  for  spma!  duti«»f  performed. 

Mr.  Faxon  IK  never  idle,  He  kiHips  his  own  books,  ^  Amos  Churchill  waa  born  at  West  Bultuu,  Canada, 
looks  after  bis  large  real-estate  holdings,  baa  a  very  j  Dee.  31, 1816,  of  American  parenta  temponrtly  iw> 
extensive  oonespondence,  and  drafts,  and  oflcn  en-  siding  there.  His  father,  Amos  CharabiU,  was  born 
tirely  prepnTr?*,  \\\^  trinp<'rance  articles;  yet  r\u\\  i.s  in  (^DinuLticiit.  Oe't.  19,  ITTO.  He  came  of  an  <'!d 
his  system  and  method  that  there  is  no  delay,  but  family  of  high  repute  across  the  Aclantic,  the  fiogtish 
everything  receives  prompt  attention.  Not  of  a  very  ,  Churchllhf,  who  have  often  stood  high  io  the  coaiidi* 
strong  physique,  by  hia  care  in  avoidil^;  ezoeaes  he  I  of  royalty,  and  various  memben  of  whieb  have  been 


Mr.  Faxon  has  contributed  to  the  cause  of  prose- 

cufin-^  IHccral  liquor  «el!in?  in  Quincy  about  five  thoii- 
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knighted  for  deeds  of  velor.   He  was  a  tanner  bj 

trad.'.  iiiaiTied  Deborah  Tbornton,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Iiilatid,  ami  settled  first  in  Fairfax.  Vf  ..  afterwards  in 
Canada,  where  be  resided  aome  jcnrs  engaged  in  farm-  , 
iog  and  ehoe  maaa&oturiDg'.  He  retmned  to  Fetrftx,  * 
where  be  died  at  the  age  of  eighQr<<ix.   He  had  ten  ; 
children,  of  whom  Amos  waa  the  youngest.    II<'  was 
a  hard-working  man,  honest,  industrious,  nn<l  a  wurthy 
member  uf  society.    Amoe,  bis  son,  had  but  limited  ^ 
edoeatioael  advantagee,  snoh  ea  were  givea  to  ftrmera* 
iona  in  the  earijr  JMUt  of  the  century,  but  faithfully 
and  dutifully  he  remained  at  home  working  on  the 
farm  until  he  wa*  i)f  n<xe.    He  then  went  to  Mcelford, 
Mass.,  and  learned  tliu  irade  uf  Btuue-cultiiig,  pur- 
aninit  it  as  a  jonmejmao  for  three  years  io  Medford.  I 
He  married  Sept.  27,  IS  l'J,  Lucretia,  daughter  of  | 
Alexander  and  Sully    Rt  un    Rowu,  of  Caniptown, 
N.  11.    (Alexander  Kowe  was  burn  in    Moulton-  , 
borough,  N.  H.,  Feb.  17,  17SU,  and  attained  the  age 
of  eighty  years.    His  wife,  Salij  Bean,  was  bora  in 
Sandwich,  April   0,  1787,  married  Mr.   Rowe  in 
ISfif),  ami  cliefl  at  Cimptown,  July  28,  ISin.  Lii- 
crctia  was  born  Jan.  4,  1824,  being  their  youngeM 
daughter  and  seventh  child.)    The  young  couple 
eonmenoed  housekeeping  in  Westford,  Vt.,  where 
they  resided  for  two   years   engoyefj  in  farming. 
About   181')  thi'V  L'aini-  to  (Jtlinty,   Mn-;-;  ,   and  for 
twenty  years  consecutively  Mr.  Churchill  worked  at 
his  trade  of  stone-cattiog  to  the  employ  of  othen, 
being  fur  the  last  few  of  these  yean  in  charge  of 
Williams  &  Spt'lltuan's  Granite  Works.     lie  was 
induatrioUi»  and  prudent,  and  saved  money.  About 
1865  he  formed  a  partnership  with   Charles  R. 
Mitchell,  to  quarry  and  mannfactnre  granite,  under 
the  lirin-title  of  "  Httehell  Qianite-Works."  This 
partnership  continued  four  years,  when  Mr.  Churchill 
purchased  the  whole  iutertat  of  tlve  firm  in  the  quar- 
rying, cutting,  and  poliitbiug  departments,  which  he 
haa  eontanned  to  carry  oo,  either  alone  or  in  partner- 
ahip  with  othen,  nntil  the  pretsent.    His  productions, 
whether  in  the  roui;h  or  finished  work,  ."•t.nid  liijli  in 
the  esteem  of  tl.  rilfrs  nn  !  sire  U>  bo  found  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country  ;  but  they  principally  go  to  New 
York,  Bone  shipments,  however,  having  been  made  to 
IBngland.    In  the  gradual  advance  from  hand  labor 
to  the  diversified  and  espcii-iM  muchinery  now  used, 
Mr.  Churchill  haa  been  prompt  to  avail  himself  of 
every  mechanical  and  other  appliance  as  auxiliaries  to 
improve  the  quality  or  expedite  the  labor,  and  steam- 
aigines,  hoiBtiog-engincs,  lifting-jack.*,  poiiafaiog  ma- 
chines, lush  hnnimcrs.  etc..  have  been  purchased, 
tftp'thtr  wiili  all  kinds  of  machinery  required  in  hist 
trade.    By  diligence  and  6tcady  devotion  to  boMMM, 


sppljing  himself  to  labor  from  early  morning  to  long 

afker  the  close  of  the  day,  throii.:li  u  jiin  ee>>inn  of 
ycarf.  Mr.  Churchill  hri.s  been  tliu  urchitrct  of  his 
own  fortune.  He  has  loved  hia  chosen  field  of  labor, 
and  he  itill  may  he  found  attending  to  all  detaila  of 
his  extenatve  bnsinem,  whieh  hsa  far  outgrown  the 
expectations  if  not  the  ambitions  of  his  early  man- 
hood. He  stands  high  in  public  esteem  ;  his  word  ia 
unquestioned  in  all  business  traosactiomt ;  he  owes 
nothing  of  his  wealth,  position,  or  hnsineas  standing 
to  extraneous  causes  ur  hereditary  possessions.  Il 
has  been  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  of  his  industry, 
energy,  and  frngality,  and  his  life  h  an  example  to 
the  rising  generation  uf  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  them  if  they  give  the  same  determination,  energy, 
and  labor  to  accomplish  success. 

Mr.  Churchill  is  a  sociul  conipanion,  does  bis  part 
in  ail  matters  of  public  improvement,  is  Republican 
in  politics,  is  a  member  of  Rural  Lodge,  F.  and  A. 
N.,  of  Quiney,  and  of  South  Shore  Oommandery,  of 
East  Weymouth,  and  is  to-day  one  of  Quincy's 
highly  valued  and  representative  citizens.  He  has 
one  child,  Ellen  6.  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Emery),  who  resides 
in  Quincy  and  has  two  children,  Alice  J.  and  Hor- 
esee  B. 


WILLIAM  FIBLD. 

William  Field,  SOU  of  Guilford  and  Nancy  (Howard) 
Field,  was  born  on  Common  Street,  Quiney,  Mass., 
July  11,  18U7.  The  Field  family  is  an  early  colonial 
one  of  well-eetablished  standing  in  old  New  England 
days.  The  various  braoohes  of  this  family  are  ooou- 
pying  positions  of  respomilnlity,  trust,  atid  honor  in 
mtifiv  loenlitii's  at  the  present  day.  (juiHord  Fi<'!d, 
burn  probably  in  Quincy,  died  suddenly  in  August, 
1819,  when  William  was  but  twelve  years  old.  He 
married  Nancy  Howard,  of  Brsintree,  whose  peieots 
died  when  she  was  youug,  leaving  her  to  be  brought 
up  by  her  iirandparents.  On  her  niotli-  r's  sidi  she  wa.s 
descended  from  Nathaoiel  Wales,  who  settled  io  Dor- 
chester in  1635  (see  biography  of  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Stoughton).  Her  grandfather  oaee  offered 
her  a  bag  of  gold  if  she  would  lift  it,  which  she  could 
not  do.  She  dieil.  at  the  advanced  ntro  of  eighty-two, 
Nov.  3,  1853.  William  was  early  inured  to  labor, 
his  parents  being  poor,  and  used  to  wofk  at  a  very 
early  age,  '*  doing  ehores"  at  different  places  After 

his  father's  death  he  lived  with  .Jonathan  Bcals,  On 
.\(];iin>^  Street,  for  one  vrar;  then  in  1821  he  began 
to  work  in  tiie  granite  quarries,  then  commencing  to 
attract  aitoDdoa,  and  Ym  ftm  that  time  antil  the 
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pMMDt  been  idcotified  with  every  step  of  the  devel- 
opment and  ;rmwt1i  of  thif  tnilv  uiuantic  industry. 
For  over  sixtj  years  hm  Mr.  Field  been  connected 
vith  the  ledger,  the  men,  the  machinery,  the  labors, 
and  the  eucoeHee  of  the  gmnite  indiutry.  He  bee 
seen  the  ossociatos  uf  his  early  toil  fall  one  by  one 
into  the  h)nj;  sleep  ^tf  il<  ath.  nnd  is  to  day.  hale  and 
vigorous  doepite  his  year^j  the  ulde^t  grattite  man  iu 
Qnincy,  the  ede  Mirvivor  of  the  |N00eer  quarrymeo. 
He  lenrted  etone-outting,  which  he  followed  for  eight 
yearn,  working  duriii<;  this  period  on  stone  for  the 
Buukor  Ilili  Motiunitnit,  Now  York  Exclian<:e  (from 
*'  Wigwam  quarry  'j,  and  lor  various  other  places  and 
worhe  of  note.  The  )«M  seven  yeew  of  (hie  time  he 
wee  engaged  aa  foreman  id  the  cutting  and  quarry  de- 
partments for  Willium  Packard,  nml  was  al-jo  hiH 
paymaster.  Havintr  a  thorough  famiiiarity  with  all 
departuienta  of  the  granite  busineiiii  aud  having  accu- 
mulated some  property,  in  1839  he,  with  othen, 
loRued  the  "Franklin  Oranite  Company,"  he  to  gu- 
pcrintend  the  work  wliirh  was  iloiif  in  Quincy  and 
send  it  to  their  yard,  which  w.m  in  New  York  City. 
After  eighteen  montha  Mr.  Field  formed  a  partner- 
ehip  with  Eleaier  Fredcridc  (the  company  eeaaii^  to 
do  baaineas),  and  purchaivcd  its  Quincy  works,  and 
has  ever  wince  conductid  lju>inr^s  nn  his  own  ac- 
rniint.  lie  did  a  large  amount  of  building  iu  Boston 
for  tifteen  or  twenty  years,  aud  ail«rward  made  a  ape- 
eialty  of  moannenlal  woih.  This  pertnenhip  oon^ 
tinued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Frederick  in  1879. 
The  firm  has  alwayt;  be  i.  and  now  h  "  Frederick  & 
Field.  '  the  present  members  being  William  Field, 
Mrs.  Fredericlc,  E.  Frederick  Carr,  and  William 
Jl,  Field.  They  employ  fnmi  aeventy-five  to  one 
hundred  workmen,  and  from  ^n^all  beginnings  and 
work  dnn-'hyhand  the  l)nsiin>s  lia's  now  attainr-d  large 
proportions,  amounting  to  Irom  seveuty-tive  tbousand 
to  one  hundred  tboussiMl  dolhrs  per  annum,  and  using 
labor-aaTiog  maehinety,  run  by  ateam-engiocs  of  ex- 
pcu.^ive  character,  for  hoisting,  polishing,  cutting, 
drilling,  i-tc.  Wo  mention  aa  worthy  of  spiK-ial 
note  that  they  furnished  uiaterial  fur  the  New  Or- 
leans Custom-House^  the  fbundattoo  of  Plymouth 
memorial  monument,  the  oinupy  over  Plymouth 
Rock,  basement  of  Custom-House,  San  Franci.sco,  Cal., 
which  was  freighted  around  Caf>c  Morn,  soldiers'  mon- 
omcDla  at.  Uolyoke,  Ma^^.,  monument  fur  the  great 
wine  merohant,  NichoUs  Longworth,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  are  now  constructing  the  monument  on  the  site 
of  the  bottle  of  Monmouth,  Fro  liuM,  N.  J.,  soldiers' 
monuments  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  Lawrence,  Ma*.*  . 
vault  for  late  John  Anderson,  the  great  lobHccouist, 
of  New  York  (said  vault  is  in  QNeawood  Ceme- 


!  tery),  and  many  other  laqjo  fimOy  mniinmenls  sad 

Tault«. 

Mr.  Field'.-s  bu:>iue8s  career  has  been  very  succen- 
ful,  and  justly  so.    He  has  spared  no  pains  to  pre- 

I  serve  the  reputation,  so  hwg  aequiied  by  him,  of 
furnishittg  honest  material  sod  eicelleot  and  artistic 
workmansliip.    He  baa  been  prpsidpnt  of  the  Quincy 

,  Cunlractors'  Aaeociatiun  since  its  organisation.  Mr. 

'  Field  narrted  (Feb.  15,  1829)  Louisa,  daughter  of 
Danid  T.  and  Bebeeea  (Smith)  Diekerman.   She  was 

I  born  in  Kaston,  Mas;s ,  Oct.  27,  1811.  For  more 
than  half  a  century  bavo  they  walked  life'!*  pathway 
hand  in  hand,  and  lived  to  see  generation  after  ^u- 
eratioo  of  dsseendauta  rise  up  to  do  them  honor,  sad 
reflecting  credit  upon  the  iuatnietioos  aud  plceatnt 
life  of  Mr.  Field's  home.    Their  children  were  Wil- 

'  Ham  Q.,  died  in  infancy.  Louisa  R.,  married,  6m. 
William  Carver,  who  became  sergeant  in  Company 

'  K,  Eighteenth  R^ment  Hassachusetts  Volunteer 

I  In&ntry,  and  was  shot  through  the  body,  living  ten 
weeks  after  being  wounded,  in  Xovt  nd)er.  1 while 
crossing  the  Potomac  River;  tht-v  had  tw<>  childrea, 
William  Oscur  and  Maria  L.  ^Mrs.  William  Boss,  of 

I  Bruntree) ;  seoond,  Chariea  A.  French,  and  residesia 

I  Brockton.  William  H.  died,  aged  two  years.  William 
Augnsfns.  TK^w  in  husines!>  with  his  father,  married 

i  Electa  K.  Burnham,  and  has  two  children.  Ida  Bell  and 

'  Maria  I^ouise  Field.    Klizabetb  Aon,  married  Daniel 

I  Viaiag,  of  North  Weymouth,  and  has  one  son,  Blmer 
E.  Viniug.  Harriot  Amanda,  married  Henry  Arnold; 

'  has  one  child,  Harrv  Field  .\rnold.    Daniel  TL«\vard. 

j  deceased.  Emma  Helen,  died  unmarried.  Ciiarl?* 
Henry,  married  Mary  J.  Emerson ;  resides  in  Quincy, 
and  has  one  child,  Edgar  Howard  Field.  Artbnr 
Kingsbury,  deceased. 

Mr.  Fi'-ld  is  llopuhlican  in  polities,  hut  is  ci'ritent 
to  remain  outside  of  official  honors  and  preferment. 
He  is  of  sanguine  temperauMit,  and  h  honofed  kij 
the  esteem  of  those  who  know  him  best.  Havisg 
amassed  sufficient  wealth  for  his  old  age,  he  is  paas- 
int'  on  toward-  the  "twilight"  in  a  liotno  cheerfd  hy 
an  iutelligent  and  agreeable  wife  and  the  minislratioo 
of  devoted  dtSdren. 


BLKAZBR  FRBDBltlCK. 

I 

I     Eleaao'  Frsderibk  was  born  in  iyngabonM|^, 

!  Ma.ss.,  April  9,  1806,  the  tenth  ehild  of  GtXJtge  and 
Uhoda  (Reed)  Frederick  fli»  parenta  of  twelve 
'  oliildrpn.  Their  early  traiuiug  was  rigid  and  pori- 
'  tauic,  aud  educational  advootagee  tboee  of  a  diiMSI 
I  sdieol,  the  boys  working  on  the  htm  between  schcsl 
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Hb  &tll«r  wu  a  man  of  rtsHiqg  iniegrity 

and  ^eat  persevcranpe.  wliuso  life  was  pnfssed  quietly 
on  the  farin,  with  the  exception  of  enlisting  in  the 
war  of  1812,  when  he  walked  from  Tyogsboroogh  to 

BoitOD. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  learned  his  trade  of 
stone-PUttin^'  in  his  native  town,  which  ho  left  at  his 
majority,  walking  to  Charlostowu  to  work  on  Bunker 
Hill  Monnmeot,  and  paying  the  requisite  mim  to  ba- 
a  member,  of  that  ttwoowtion.  He  •fkenrtrde 
worked  in  BostOQ  aod  Qoinciy.  Having  ma!>tt-reil  liis 
callinirof  journeyman,  he  hesran  to  look  for  a  bruadi  r 
field  in  whti:lt  lu  work,  taking  charge  of  atone-yards 
Id  Norfolk,  Va.,  BalUtnore,  Md.,  Sonth  Boeton, 
Matt.,  and  other  plaoeSb 

He  settled  in  Quiucy,  Fob.  1,  1838,  and  with 
Horaci»  Rftils,  William  Field,  and  others  formed  the 
Franklin  Granite  Company,  Mr.  Frederick  inveaitiug 
on*  thonsMtd  dollars,  part  of  what  he  had  aaved  by 
the  ezeteise  of  the  moat  rigid  eooaomy. 

Thii  company  had  two  yards,  one  in  New  York, 
and  one  in  Qnincy.  Ffnrace  Beals  managed  the  Now 
York,  and  Mr.  Frederick  the  Quincy  busineaa. 
Owing  to  variotts  eaoeee  the  bttsioew  did  not  prove  a 
aaocess,  and  thr  (-umpauy  dissolved  in  eighteen 
months.  Mr.  Frederick  and  the  others  loeing  the 
capital  invented. 

Undaunted  by  this  reverse,  in  1839  be  started 
bnsincw  agaid^  taking  WiUian  Field  as  pertoer,  be 
being  a  superior  qnarryuan  and  having  charge  <>( 
that  part  of  tho  work.  The  first  quarry  was  hired  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Greenlcaf,  which  w«h  worked  a  number 
of  years.  The  second  (^being  the  present  quarry 
owned  and  worked  by  the  firm)  wsa  hired  of  Cbpt. 
Joeiah  Bass,  and  purchased  from  his  heirs  in  1854. 
The  pnrtnrr*hip  thu'^  fnniud,  ihhI'T  the  name  of 
Frederick  &  Field,  continued  nearly  Ibrty  yeara.  Mr. 
lEVBdariek  bnnght  to  beer  on  the  bmuness  the 
qnalitiea  wbieh,  sooner  or  bter,  oommaod  suaeess, 
namely,  a  desr  mind,  indomitable  courage,  and  pnio> 
tteni  knowlfdpo  of  all  dc|Mrtments  of  his  business. 
I  lis  contracts,  financial  mauagemeut,  and  personal 
Bupervinoo  foraud  »adi  of  the  bssit  on  which  the 
firm  bnilt  its  prosperity.  His  early  training  and 
strong  constitution  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  the 
arduous  duties  to  which  he  was  called,  as  prf>>»^  of 
bttsinees  in  the  daytime  and  frequent  absences  from 
home,  traveliog  for  the  firm,  compelled  him  often  to 
work  far  into  tlie  night  writing  and  estimating.  He 
supplied  his  early  lack  of  advantages  by  making  him- 
self educated  in  his  special  calling.  Ably  seconded 
by  Mr.  Field,  Frederick  &  Field's  small  business  of 
183U  grew  insiae  and  importaaee.  Maehlnciyof  sll 


kinds  was  added  to  facilitate  the  working  and  hand- 
ling of  stone,  abler  arfist.-;  and  artisans  employed,  the 
granite  of  other  States  purchased  and  worked, 
Scotch  granite,  marble,  and  bronze  figures  furnished 
when  rc<(aired  by  contraots,  till  at  the  time  of  Hr. 
Frederick's  death,  Sept.  12,  1878,  their  work  had 
found  its  way  into  ninst  of  the  Statts  of  rhc  Tiuiun. 

Mr.  Frederick  always  kept  in  the  van  of  the  march 
of  improvement  in  tools  and  maoiiiner;  used  in  the 
bnsinsss,  and  was  alwaya  among  the  fint  to  adopt  any 
such,  though  not  prone  to  waste  time  and  money  on 
u«c!pgs  inventions.  He  ulwavs  ktj>t  abreast  of  the 
times  in  which  he  lived,  and  though  in  the  course  of 
his  hmg  esreer  the  n^thods  of  doing  bosinesB,  took, 
maohinery,  ete.,  wed  ehai^ed  greatly^  he  never  sl« 
lowed  himself  to  cling  to  old  methods  and  appltanoes 
which  he  had  hocome  accustntned  to  when  bis  judg- 
ment showed  him  that  the  new  methods  and  appliances 
of  to  day  were  better. 

His  death  was  not  only  a  great  blow  to  his  family, 
but  a  heavy  loss  to  the  firm  and  business,  which  owed 
m  mnt'h  of  its  financial  ^ticccs^!  and  high  reputation 
to  hia  persevering  industry  and  ability. 

The  business,  oonslstiog  at  first  of  bnilding  work 
only,  gradually  changed  its  character,  till  BOW  monn> 
mental  wnik  forms  a  chief  ]>art  of  It, 

Anion.:  the  buildings  now  standing  we  mention  C. 
F.  iJovey  ii  Co.'s  store,  part  of  State  Street  Block, 
Boeton,  pert  of  stone  for  San  Pranoisoo  Coatom< 
House,  and  basemeotof  T^-ih'Hu  Builiiin^,  New  York, 
Manv  tirariife  fronts  ftirnishcd  by  the  firm  went  down 
in  the  Boston  fire,  and  many  more  are  uow  standing 
we  have  not  space  to  mention.  Among  the  monn* 
mental  and  other  work  ftimished  by  the  firm  we  may 
remark  the  entrance  posts,  etc.,  and  curbing aronnd  the 
pond,  Piih'iie  Garden,  Boston,  soldiers'  monnmentfli  at 
Leominster  and  Uolyoke,  Mass.,  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  Manohcaterf  N.  H.  (which  latter  wss  the  last 
contrast  of  note  entered  into  In  Hr.  Frederick's  life* 
time,  and  which  he  did  not  live  to  sse  eompleted), 
and  private  and  public  vniilts  and  inonunipnt<>  in 
grtmt  number.  The  Lovcjoy  monument  is  worthy  of 
note  as  being  the  largest  all^polisbed  monument  evw 
furnished  in  Qnincy. 

Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Frederick  the  business  has 
bi  en  continued  bv  William  Field,  E.  F.  Carr.  W.  ,\, 
i^'ield,  and  Mrs.  E.  Frederick,  under  the  old  firm<name 
of  Frederick  &  Field. 

Eleazer  Frederick  married,  Oct.  25,  1825,  Msry 
Gould,  of  Tyugsborough,  Mass.,  and  had  two  daogh* 
tcrs. — Mnry  Maria,  born  Jan,  15,  1827,  and  Sarah 
Jane,  born  Oct.  2G,  1828. 

Haiy  Maria  Frederick  married  HorB4M  BsKtw 
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Spear,  the  present  onhier  of  tlio  National  Mount 
Wollaston  Bnnk  of  Quincy,  and  ha8  three  ehiliiren, — 
Uoracc  Frederick,  burn  Jan.  20, 18C3;  Lucy  Maria, 
born  Sept.  7,1864  ;  J(j8eph  Qoald,  bora  March  S, 
1867.  I 

Sarah  Jane  Frederick  married  Joseph  Carr.  dry-  ! 
goods  merchant,  and  has  hnd  four  children, — Mary 
Jaoe,  bom  Dec.  22, 1850 ;  Alice  Maria,  born  Jan.  26, 
1853 ;  Eleuer  Frederick,  bora  Aag.  8,  1855  (now  a  | 
member  of  the  firm  of  Frederick  &  Field)  ;  Joseph  \ 
Goul.l,  born  Julv  L'C,  18G0,  dici  March  7,  \  ^tU. 

Mary  Jane  Can  iii:irned  John  Lyman  Faxou,  arch-  : 
itect,  Nov.  9,  1882,  and  haa  one  child.  I 

£.  Frederick  Carr  married  Alioe  Maria  Tajlor,  ■ 
Oct.  22, 1879,  and  has  bad  three  cbUdieB,  two  now  | 
IKioi; 

In  politic-Si,  Mr.  Frederick  was  a  Democrat.  He 
wa«  a  public  spirited  cilizeu;  ever^  enterprise  for  . 
the  public  ifood  found  in  him  u  cameet  and  liberal  ! 
support .  In  18G0  he  waa  one  of  three  who  ap<  | 
plied  to  the  Le^^islature  for  an  act  of  incorporatiou  for 
the  iulroduotioa  of  gas  into  Quincy,  to  be  known  as 
the  Citizeni**  Gaa-Ligbt  Company,  of  whidi  he  acted 
aa  prerident  and  treasurer  for  several  yeara.  Soon 
after  the  Mount  WollastO^  Bank  was  estiihlished,  Mr. 
Frederick  waj<  chosen  one  of  the  din  i  turs,  and  con- 
tinued a  UHimber  of  that  board  till  hi»  death.  He 
was  *  Mason  of  high  standing,  belonging  to  Rural 
I«(xlg«*  Qniney,  and  Boston  G^mmandery,  Knights 
Templar.  He  alno  belonged  to  the  Anoient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  the  National  Lancers, 
and  Mechanics'  AsBociation,  and  was  at  one  time  u 
member  of  the  Odd-Fellows, 

Be  was  of  a  genial,  aocisl  temperament,  and  retained 
the  happy  faculty  of  entering  into  the  spirit  of  the 
joung,  with  whom  he  always  (Idiuliteil  to  mingle  even 
to  his  last  illoesj.  Hiii  scope  ul  interest  was  large, 
allowing  him  keen  enjoyment  with  the  merrymakings 
of  youog  and  old.  He  always  took  great  iotereet  in 
his  ( tiiplnyi's,  some  of  whom  were  with  him  over 
thirty  years. 

Uti  was  an  indulgent,  affectionate  husband  and 
ihtber,  and  his  loving  devotion  to  bis  grandobildreo 
was  remarkable. 

The  must  fitting  memorials  to  his  worth  and  ability 
are  the  respect  and  affection  with  which  bit*  nu-mory 
is  cherished  by  those  he  left  behind  liim,  and  the 
bumneas  which  bis  efforts  did  so  much  to  raiae  from 
obscurity  to  prosperity  and  suceees. 


PATRICK  MrDOirirXLL. 

It  is  *nrr>ly  well  to  rt'Cord  for  the  eneourasreroent  of 
others  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  lite  of  one  who,  a  for 
eigner,  far  from  the  land  of  his  nativity,  constantly 
surrounded  by  more  than  ordinary  temptetions,  hai 

resi-tted  them  Hua;easfulty,  accumulates!  wi  alth,  a  firm 
p-isitiiiri  in  sopiety,  and  who  may  be  iu.>tlv  ctiri-i'i' nd 
one  of  the  best  representatives  of  the  land  of  bis 
birth. 

Piatriek  McDonnell,  son  of  Thomas  and  Msi; 

(Cuooiff)  McDonnell,  was  bom  at  r,i  iu|..iDroe,  CoootJ 
Rmcoromon,  Ireland,  .Tune  10.  1S17  His  father,  a 
farmer  iu  comfortable  circumstances,  died  whea  Pat- 
ftdt  was  ail  years  old,  and  Pstriek  remained  with  bis 
mother  until  he  wasdghteea.  Theu,  alWra  year*< 
visit  to  a  sister  in  Birmingham,  England,  he  ysu 
apprenticed  by  his  mother  to  her  brother,  Patrick 
Cunuiff,  to  learo  the  carpenter's  trade,  she  payiug 
seven  pounds  for  five  yean*  servioe.  This  serrice  was 
not  given,  however,  for  in  a  few  mooths  Mr.  Canoiff 
concluded  to  emigrate  to  Ami  rita,  and  Patrick  told 
him,  "Give  nie  tlip  mnnfy  my  tnnthcr  gave  you  and 
I  will  go  with  you."  Mr.  CunnifFdid  this,  and  Juue 
10,  1836,  they  landed  at  Perth  Amfaoy,  and  came  to 
New  York  City.  Seeing  a  kindly  looking  old  gentl^ 
man  on  the  ptrcrt,  youn;^  Patrick  asked  him.  '•  Wh.ii 
|Kirt  of  the  country  could  a  poor  emigrant  boy,  an 
exile  from  Erin,'  do  tho  best  iu  ?"  The  old  man  aa- 
swered,  '*  If  he  was  industrious,  and  eureful,  aod 
temperate,  there  was  no  doubt  that  Massachusetts 
presented  one  of  the  best  {ilaocs  for  mrcf^^.^'  P»t- 
rick  started  for  Maasaehusctts,  taking  packet  for  Al- 
bany, where  he  arrived  with  one  pound  in  gold  io  iui 
poasemion.  While  walking  along  be  met  «  gentle> 
man  who  said,  ^'  Halloo  !  young  Uttu,  do  you  Want  lo 
work  ?"  "  Yes,  sir."  Patrick  was  fwion  engaged  at 
ten  dollars  per  mouth.  He  worked  one  niootb,  be* 
came  biMwme  and  started  iS»r  Bostm,  wheru  aone  cf 
bis  native  townsmen  were  resident.  After  crosnng 
the  ferry  he  walked  to  Hartford,  looking  steadily  for 
work  on  the  way  in  vain.  From  Hartford  lie  reachtfd 
Worcester  by  walking  aod  short  rides  on  the  stagea. 
There  was  n  nilroad  from  Worcester  to  Boston,  and 
he  availed  himadf  of  it,  and  on  reaohbg  Boston  was 
welcomed  heartily  by  a  fricml.  For  nine  days  he 
made  his  .stopping-place  with  this  friend,  while  be 
diligently  canvassed  the  adjaiwnt  toVDS  for  employ- 
ment. He  went  on  the  first  day  to  Dorchester,  and 
was  told  by  Capt.  William  Clapp,  a  large  tatmcr  .iu<\ 
farmer,  that  if  a  young  Iml  whu  luid  been  :ii  work  f  tr 
hitu  and  had  gone  away  did  not  return  iu  ten  days, 
he  would  employ  him.  When  the  nine  days'  seardi 
tn  Boxbuiy,  QttiDey,elo.|  was  of  no  mil,  he  rstunisd 
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(o  Capt.  Ciapp,  who  eaid  fa«  would  take  hina  OD  trill, 
and  pay  him  what  he  W08  worth.  At  (he  expiration 
of  the  month,  Capt  Clapp  engaged  him  for  five  years 
at  twelve  dollars  per  month.  At  the  end  of  hil  fint 
jeu's  wmo0  i}$pL  Chpp  ioTited  him  to  his  parior, 
and  piewQted  bin  with  a  Bible,  which  Mr.  McDonnell 
•still  preserves  with  care.  Mii'l  !i?  various  timps  tht^rL-aftLT 
he  reo^ved  tokens  of  hin  regard.  The  five  years 
piMd  In  thia  good  Chriatian  family,  which  gavo  him 
truly  a  home,  impreawd  the  teadiingB  of  monlitj  and 
temperance  indelibly  on  the  young  man's  mind.  lie 
attended  faithfully  to  his  rfU'-'ious  duties  at  St.  Pat- 
rick's Church  at  Roxbary,  and  was  daring  these  five 
jaaxa  a  teaohar  in  the  Sttodaj-aebool. 

Id  1841,  Ur.  MeDonDell  eama  to  Qainey,  where  he 
has  since  ninde  his  residence,  and  worked  two  j'ears  for 
John  Mulford  in  his  tan-yard ;  then  he  learned  the 
atODe-«utter  8  trade,  working  for  various  persons. 
After  liiuahiDg  bia  trade  be  began  work  for  New- 
comb  ft  Chapin,  Qainqr  Point,  entting  atone,  reoeiT- 
ing  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  day  for  four  months, 
and  ten  shillintrs*  sixpence  per  day  for  cipht  mnnths 
(the  highest  price  then  paid).  He  wai«  industrious 
and  temperate,  did  his  work  well,  remained  with  them 
eleven  years,  walking  three  miles  every  day  to  and  from 
work,  carryinL;  his  tlinncr,  iiiid  saved  about  five  thou- 
sand dollars  wliicli  he,  as  it  aceumuluted,  invested  in 
village  lots  and  erected  teueiiicuts  thereon,  lie  then 
went  to  work  for  Thomas  Drake,  with  whom  he  had 
llniaiied  his  trade,  luit  in  three  months  entered  into 
partniTship  with  him.  Thi«  partnership  cnniinucd 
about  a  year,  when,  in  1857,  Mr.  McDnnnpii  went  into 
business  in  a  small  way,  with  only  uue  apprentice,  in 
a  little  abed  on  the  common  near  where  his  sooa  are 
now  established.  Here  he  remained  six  years,  when 
he  leaped  Th<?  jrrotmd  now  owopied  Ijv  lii.>*  .sons  for 
twenty  years  from  the  town  of  Cjuincy  and  increased 
bit  bnmneaa  rapidly,  so  that  when  he  retired  in  1881 
be  employed  aerenty  bands  and  probably  did  a  more 
profitable  basinew  tbas  any  other  man  in  his  line  in 
Quincy.  His  economy,  ince^ant  devotion  to  bti>i- 
oesA,  and  strict  business  habits  have  secured  him  a 
bandaome  property.  He  owns  and  rsnla  twenty  tene- 
neots  in  Qniney  and  Hilton.  He  married,  Jane  1, 
1843,  Mary  Hughes,  who  attended  school  with  him 
in  Ireland.  Their  children  are  Kmily  E.  (Mrs.  Wm. 
Garbariao),  Thomas,  John  Q.,  Mary  A.,  James  8., 
Etlcn  G.,  and  Margant  F. 

Mr.  McDonnell  baa  taken  gnsat  paina  in  the  ednoa- 
tion  of  his  children.  John  Q.  attended  Qainey  high 
school  for  three  years,  and  his  father  wished  hiai  to 
go  to  college,  but  as  he  had  not  that  inclination,  Mr. 
McDommII  took  him  faito  his  yard  and  inatrgil^ied  bfan 


tboMUghly  in  stone-t nt t  ing.   Thomaa  H.  and  Jamea 

S.  arc  pTiduates  of  Commercial  Collefje,  Ronton. 
Eilcii  G.  attended  the  normal  school  at  Bridgewati-r  for 
two  years,  became  quite  proficient  in  music,  attending 
the  Boaton  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  for  the  paat 
three  or  four  years  has  lieen  or^^anist  in  St.  John's 
Church,  Quincy.  She  is  a  yi  'i'i-  '  uJy  of  superior  tal- 
ent and  ability,  and  has  decided  tu  enter  upon  a  retig- 
ioua  lift.  She  is  to  take  the  veil  in  Europe.  Haigaret 
F.  attended  Notre  Dame  Academy,  Boston,  fbr  two 
years.  When  Thomas  and  John  Q.  were  of  age  they 
Wf>re  admitted  partners  with  their  father,  and  the  firm 
beeauic  McDonnell  &  Sons,  in  1871.  In  December, 
1883,  they  established  a  braoeh  of  their  boMoess  to  Btif- 
falo,  N.  Y.  They  are  enterprising  men,  and  are  doing 
well.  As  an  illostration,  we  quote  from  the  New  York 
Sci'fnfi/ir  Thnrn  "nrf  Mci-ritntHf  Rrgigtrr  of  May, 
1883 :  "  Quincy  leads  any  town  or  city  in  the  country 
in  the  qaarrying  and  working  of  granite,  and  pro- 
dttoea  an  article  of  a  nature  that  la  nneqnaled  by  any 
in  the  world.  There  are  many  large  concerns  in  this 
town  engaged  in  fjuarryinir,  but  none  are  more  worthy 
of  selection  as  a  representative  hou(«  than  McDonnell 
ft  Sons.  This  house  waa  eatablisbed  in  1857,  and  its 
present  members  are  T.  H.  McDooncU  and  J.  Q. 
McDonnell.  They  own  and  work  one  of  the  largest 
quarries  in  the  place,  and  are  wholesale  dealers  in 
Quiucy  granite.  Their  operations  include  every 
branch  of  the  grantte>workiDg  trade,  inolnding  the 
tiimiuractun'  of  monuments,  eorbdoLs,  pOMts.  etc. 
Piili>liiiii:  is  al.-it  an  iinjH>rtnnt  part  of  their  butiincss, 
and  their  work  of  tliis  charaeter  is  very  fine.  In  all, 
tliey  give  employment  to  a  hundred  men  and  over, 
many  of  whom  are  as  welUkUled  wotkmen  as  money 
can  procure.  The  work  done  by  this  boose  beam 
the  hijrhejft  repntafion  everywhere,  and  in  many  quar- 
ters gives  them  the  preference  over  nil  others.  Their 
cemetery  work  is  of  nnnsoal  excellence,  and  your  cor* 
respondent  wsa  shown  a  spemmen  of  it  in  the  lot  of  the 
McDonnell  family,  at  the  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Ceme* 
tery,  (bat  would  nrtt  be  out  of  plac-e  Iv,  tlic  best  art 
museum  in  the  laud.  This  is  a  muautucut  of  dark 
blue  Quincy  granite,  surmoanted  by  a  statue  of  the 
Viijpn  Mary,  of  Weaterly  gmnite.  The  whole  is  in 
the  purest  Corinthian  style,  and  about  forty  feet  in 
height.  The  bas-relief  of  the  statue  i.s  a  full  Corinth- 
ian cap  of  intricate  design,  and  elegantly  carved, 
while  tim  atatoe  ttaetf  is  beantifbl  in  «rpression,  cxe- 
endon,  and  derign.  The  attitude  is  a  peeuliariy 
graceful  and  devotional  one,  and  would  excite  admi- 
ration anywhere.  The  entire  montitnent  is  without 
blemish,  and  its  finish  and  puli»h  of  a  most  artistic  na- 
ture.  It  ia  asknawledged  by  all  to  be  the  best  piece 


cy  Google 


386 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


of  work  over  dono  io  Quincy,  and  were  it  located  in  j 
Mount  Auburn  or  Greenwood  it  wouM  attract  uni-  ' 
veraal  attentioD."  This  monument  was  designed  and 
ezeeuted  by  Mr.  HcDonndl  before  his  conneetioo  witti 
Ae  firm  eeescd,  and  is  well  worthy  of  the  praise  be- 
stowed upon  it.    We  iiicution  some  other  especially 
fine  works  of  this  firm.    Diiriiiu'  1857,  his  first  year 
in  business,  they  furnished  uue  Iruui  of  Sute  Sireiii  , 
Block,  Long  Wharf,  Boeton.    In  1666,  the  coping  j 
for  the  cemetery  lot  of  Dr.  Bigclow  (president  of  | 
Mount  AuLurtj  rctiictcrj  Corporation) ;  since  then 
they  have  furnished  the  monument  for  Mr.  Jared 
Sparks,  at  Mount  Auburn  ;  the  Birchard  monument,  | 
ereoted  by  eZ'Freaident  Hayee,  Fremont,  Ohio; 
monument  and  coping  for  T.  W.  Parks,  Greenwood  j 
Cemetory,  Brucklyn.  N.  Y. ;  coping  for  Marshall  0. 
Roberts,  Woodiawn  Cemetery,  New  York  ;  monu- 
ment for  the  Serenty-BBTenth  New  York  Regiment, 
Id  square  opponte  Congrees  Park,  Saratoga  Springs;  | 
vault  t<a  J.  C.  Budcmao,  Mount  Auburn ;  Bates 
monument,  vSpring  Grove  Cemetery,  Cincinnati ;  and  | 
the  largest  mooumeutal  cfo^  ever  made  in  the  United 
States  (weight  twenty-five  tons),  for  B.  M.  Shoe- 
maker,  also  in  Spring  Grove  Cemetery,  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  McDonnell  began  housekeeping  in  Quincy  in 
a  pmfil!  hou.se,  lor  which  he  paid  six  hnndrtd  dollars 
out  of  the  iiaviugs  of  his  I>orchester  life.  Some 
yean  ainoe  be  puiehaaed  the  lot  and  dweHing  where 
he  now  resides,  and  has  expended  several  thousaod 
dollars  in  reconstriietinir  it,  and  to-day  has  one  of 
Quincy 's  most  ;ittrai  live  residences,  with  ^pauious  sur- 
roundings and  costly  appurtenauces,  which  affords  , 
bim  a  pleasant  home.  I 

Mr.  MeDonnell  was  a  Democrat  in  poliiioe  until  six  | 
or  eisrlit  vtars  ago,  when  hi^;  d-  vntioti  to  tornpcrruice 
drove  him  from  that  party,  and  be  i.*;  now  au  inde- 
pendent voter.    Through  his  frank  and  affable  man- 
nen,  Mr.  MeDonnell  is  popular  with  all  classes.  A 
true  SOD  of  Ireland,  he  bus  never  forgotten  the  fuct, 
as  is  manifested  in  the  atfachnifnt  felt  for  him  by  his  ! 
fcllnw  cnnntrymfii,  to  many  of  wlium  he  is  adviser  ■ 
and  i'riund.    VeL  hu  is  an  American,  and  thoroughly  , 
identified  in  i^mpathy  and  principle  with  the  land  of  | 
his  adoption.    While  tolerant  in  \m  views,  his  sin- 
cu  ity  of  charartiT     exhibited  in  his  support  of  the 
religious  principieii  of  his  fathers  and  hU  strict  ad-  , 
hercace  to  the  Roman  Cstholie  Chureh.    He  attrib- 
utes his  sueoeae  to  the  good  lessons  and  moral  traio« 
injE  received  at  Capt.  Clapp's,  his  strictly  temperaooe 
habit.H  (never  nllowitig  liimsi-lf  to  ^''>  t'>  a  ruin  f^hop, 
or  to  keep  liquor  m  the  house;,  and  ilie  iutiuencc  of  i 
his  religion. 

Ho  has  been  quite  a  traveler,  visiting  bis  old  hone 


in  Ireland  in  1870,  and  sinco  then  Califfirnia, 
Canada,  and  other  parts  of  America.  Everywhere 
and  in  all  places  be  baa  put  himself  oo  the  strong 
temperanoe  platform,  and  by  voice,  example,  and  pab- 
lished  newspaper  arUdea  he  haa  warned  his  oountry 
men  against  the  use  of  liquor  as  their  meat  terrible 
enemy. 

While  in  Europe  Mr.  McDoooeil  made  a  three 
montha*  tour  Ihrongh  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 
His  townsman,  Charles  Francb  Adams,  gave  him  a 

personal  letter  ti;  Mr.  Motley,  then  minister  to  Eng- 
land, which  caused  him  to  take  much  interest  in  Mr. 
McPounell,  to  whom  he  extended  many  courtesies, 
but  would  not  altow  him  to  gp  to  Rome  or  Paris  on 
account  of  the  war  then  raging  io  F^nce. 

Mr.  MeDonnell  a.-^cribes  his  success  in  life  largely 
to  the  fact  that  he  never  incurred  debt  of  any  kind, 
being  always  prepared  to  cancel  all  liabUitioa. 


WILLIAM  ALLEN  HODGES. 

William  Alkn  Hodgss  is  of  gpod  Puritan  tfoek, 
both  parents  deseending  flrom  old  Plymouth  Colony 

families,  his  paternal  ancestor.  William  H   i  !>^,  set- 
tling in  what  is  now  Taunton  about  16  In,  an.i  euroJIed 
among  the  inhabitants  subject  to  military  duty  there 
in  1643.   He  was  a  knd  proprietor  and  pcomioent  in 
loesl  affiiirs.  He  died  April  2, 1654,  leaving  two  sons, 
John'  and  Henry.     Both  of  them  are  mentioned 
iis  proprietors  of  land  in  Tannton  in  1675  (see  his- 
tory of  Hodges  family  elsewhere  in  this  volume). 
This  John*  married  Bliiabeth  Hacy,  May  15, 1672. 
Of  their  numerous  children,  John',  the  oldest,  was 
bom  April  5, 1C73.  He  married  ami  becanip  a  rc.-idont 
of  Norton.     His*«on  Kdmund*  married  ami  luid  thir- 
teen children.    Ue  always  resided  in  Norton,  where 
his  wife,  Mary,  whosorvivedhim,  died  April  30,1800. 
Their  son,  Tisdale^,  was  horn  in  Norton,  Maaa.,  Dee. 
7,  1753.    He  was  a  man  of  well  tn  do  eireumstances, 
was  a  captain  of  "  Troopers,"  and  daring  his  latter 
years  moved  to  Petersham,  Woroeeter  Co.,  where 
iie  died.   He  married  Naomi,  daughter  of  Capt.  Jea. 
Hodges,  of  Norton  (who  was  killed  in  an  Indian 
riL;lit  near  Fort  .Sdiuyler,  in  the  old  Fremh  wiir'i. 
Capt.  Tisdale  Hodges  was  a  man  of  advanced  opin- 
ions and  liberal  ideas.    Ha  had  aeven  sons,  to  when 
he  gave  a  better  edneation  than  was  usual  in  thssa 
days,  sending  some  to  college.    Jerry*,  son  of  Capt. 
Ti8»dale  and  Naomi  IloJ;:es,  was  born  in  Norton  in 
1787.  iie  received  a  good  education,  both  literary  and 
medical;  held  a  eommission  as  aurgeon's  mats  is 
tbn  .CJnitod  Suttes  armyf  and  was  a  man  of  msilsd. 
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•Intitj.  HeiMiriedMfttyTiMker.  (H«r  gtMdfiith«r, 
Samiiei  I^rakar,WM  4»m  of  theflitt  fsttlm  of  Milton, 
an  energetic  man,  of  prcat  cotira^c,  r|niet  and  unos- 
tentatiotis  in  hh  wavs,  ai»d  who  wirvcd  his  day  and 
geuemtiuD  well.)  They  had  cleveu  children.  Dr. 
Hodgu  di«d  ID  Hureh,  1858>  His  widow,  bora  in 
1793,  rmdm  in  Fntmbun,  being  now  over  nbety 
years  old. 

William  A.  Hodges',  son  of  Dr.  Jerry  and  Mary 
(Tucker)  Hodges,  was  tenth  in  a  family  of  deven 
children,  and  born  at  PeCenbani,  MaM.,  Hay  15, 
1834.  His  yootb,  until  fourteen,  was  peased  with 
bis  parcntf^,  with  common-schnol  advantages.  In 
Febmarj,  1848,  he  commenced  life  for  bimaelf,  going 
fimt  to  BosUm,  and  afterwaids  to  Hilton,  wbm  lis 
served  an  appendoesbip  of  (bree  yean  at  tba  tfade  bo 
has  always  followed,  that  of  a  liakor.  AAer  his  appren- 
ticeship Vio  worked  an  journeyman  at  Milton,  Rox- 
bary,  and  elsewhere  until  1858.  In  that  year  he 
want  to  California,  wbere  lie  lemafaied  two  years,  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  baki^  Returning  to  Maasa- 
chusctts,  he  again  engaged  with  his  former  employers 
at  Roxbury,  continuing  with  them  until  1862,  when 
be  took  a  trip  to  the  West  in  search  of  a  location 
wberein  to  eetaUish  himsdf.  He  remained  in  He- 
Oregor,  Iowa,  live  montbs,  tben  returned  to  Boxbnry 
and  liis  former  employers.  In  May,  IStlfi,  lie  came 
to  '^'ninf-y,  and  purchased  an  interest  in  tiie  business 
of  u  baker,  which  w&h  carried  on  in  the  shop  which 
he  now  ooeopies.  After  eighteen  montbs  be  became 
sole  proprietor,  and  by  energy,  attention  to  business, 
and  care  in  producitii;  cood  articles  lie  Iuim  inueli  iu- 
crea«5ed  it.  enlaPffed  the  buildings  and  capacity  of  pro- 
duction, and  made  money.  As  a  citisen,  Mr.  Hodges 
is  cntariirishig  and  pubUe-spirited as  a  fKend,  strong, 
warm,  and  Mtbfb] ;  as  a  man,  he  is  held  in  the  high- 
est eptrcm.  Hplipvitiir  in  the  prineiplea  of  bis  fatlierf, 
and  which  were  given  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  enun- 
ciated in  the  Coostitation  of  the  (Jotted  States,  Mr. 
Hodges  hss  been  a  Demoorat  of  the  meet  unswerriog 
order.  His  devotion  to  principle,  coupled  wttb  lus 
personal  popularity,  has  brnti^bt  bim  into  prominence 
in  local  politics.  In  this  lield  he  is  a  sharp  fighter, 
"  takea  olF  bb  gloves,"  and  gives  as  bard  blows  as  be 
receives.  In  every  year  since  1872  be  has  been 
nominated  for  some  offieUl  position,  and  has  nearly 
always  obtained  an  election.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
selectman  uf  Quincy.  lo  1873  he  was  chairman  of 
tbo  board.  In  1874  again  elected  seleetnso  (with* 
out  oppontifliiX  Ho  resigned  his  office  sut  weelcs 
after  his  election,  with  the  full  determination  of  dcvot-  ! 
5ng  hiin<?e!f  cntirelv  tu  liti^incss,  but  in  the  fall  (1R74)  j 
he  was  placed  in  uumiuation  bj  the  Democrats  to  l 


I  represent  Qaincy  in  tbo  State  Legislatnre,  and  was 
I  elected.    The  next  spring  (1875)  he  wa<?  elected 
selccttnan.    In  187fi  bo  was  "  alternate"  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic National  Convention  at  St.  liouis  which  nomt- 
I  uated  Tilden  for  President.    In  the  fall  of  187G  be 
was  naminated  by  the  Demoontie  Senatorial  Coaven> 
I  tioo  of  the  First  Norfolk  IKstrict  as  its  candidate 
!  for  senator,  and  was  tbo  first  candidate  placed  iu  the 
field  afler  the  State  had  been  rcdistricted.    The  dis- 
I  trict  was  so  strongly  Republican  that  tbo  nomination 
was  merely  oompfinaentaiy,  no  Bemoerat  having  a 
possible  chance  ofaneleeUoo.  In  1877  he  was  elected 
'  <!e)ectman  by  a  very  lartre  majority,  and  became  cbair- 
mao.    In  1878  he  was  agaiu  elected  seleotmao,  and 
was  di^rmsn.    The  death  of  Mr.  Bariter,  aanntor 
eloBt,  caused  a  new  election  Ibr  aeoatcr.   In  this  con- 
tent Mr.  Hodges  was  the  Democratic  nominee,  and 
was  elected  (April,  1^78)  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In 
1879  he  was  not  in  candidacy  for  seleotmao,  but  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  was  nominated  by  (bo  Democials 
of  the  Second  District  aa  their  candidate  for  oonn- 
dlor.  This  was  alM*  a  complimentary  nomination.  In 
the  spring  of  1880  he  wa«  u'j:n\r\  elected  selectman 
and  ohairmao.    lo  the  fall  of  1880  he  received  the 
complimentary  nomination  of  eeunty  eommimiooer 
from  bis  party.  In  the  spring  of  1881  be  was  again 
re  elected  .<;electman,  and  was  chairman.    In  the  fall  of 
1S81  the  Democratic  State  Convention  made  bim  its 
candidate  for  State  treasurer.    In  1882  he  was  again 
I  nominated  Ibr  State  treasnter.    In  1883,  under  the 
bright  outlook  for  D< mocraoy,  Bemoeratio  poUlicnl 
manaccrs  were  lookini:  for  a  man  Ffrnnc:  enough  by 
force  of  character,  experience  in  office,  and  personal 
pupuluriiy  to  make  a  successful  campaign  in  this 
I  senatorial  dutrict,  and  Mr.  Hodjces  was  the  one  de- 
clared to  be  the  most  advisable  to  sebct,  and  bowns 
placed  tn  nomination  by  the  Senatorial  Convention 
and  elected. 

Mr.  Hodges  married,  Sept.  15,  1868,  Annie  M., 
daughter  of  Qeorge  F.  and  Maria  (Stetson)  Wilson, 

of  Quiney.  They  have  three  surviving  children, — 
Franeis  Hsson,  Mabel  Stetson,  and  Edward  Tisdale 
ijuincy. 

Mr.  Hodges  ia  a  member  of  Rural  Lodge,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  of  Quinoy,  St.  Stephen's  Lodge  of  Bc^sl 

Arch  Masons,  and  a  life  member  of  the  Boston  Com- 
maiidery.  In  all  ofTvela!  relations  he  has  discbarired 
\m  duties  foirlessly  and  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
constituents  sooording  to  bis  beet  judgment. 
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DANIEL  BAXTKH. 

Daniel  Baxter,  eon  of  Wiiiiuiii  and  Abigail  (New- 
nb)  Baxter,  was  bom  in  Quincy,  Mass.,  Jan.  24, 
1803,  and  on  bia  ogbiy-fint  birtbday  ilfipt  witbin 
twenty  leet  of  the  spot  where  he  was  born.  The 
place  where  he  now  lives  was  fornterly  owned  by  his 
father,  a  uativc?  of  Quincj,  who  was  a  butcher,  store- 
IcMper,  ete.  William  Baxter  moved  from  Quiocy  to 
Paddock's  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  aboat  tbe  1st  of 
May,  1809,  aod  retiiaitied  there  until  the  fall  of  1  SI  2, 
when  he  rcninvrd  to  (^^nincy.  and  continued  his  busi- 
ness as  a  butcher.  While  on  the  itJand  Mr.  Baxter 
engai^  in  butchering,  tan  a  sloop  in  the  eoasting 
tnde,  and  was  an  netivo,  energetic  man.  Ho  diodio 
Quiney,  Jtine  S,  18_'n,  nt  the  ape  uf  sixty-nne  years. 
Mrs.  Abigail  Baxter  diol  July  4,  1S19,  aged  forty- 
seven  years.  Dauicl's  cducatiuu  was  confined  to 
Tciy  limited  attendanoe  at  tbe  soboola  of  iliat  early 
period,  boarding  at  Hull  for  three  winters  and  attend- 
iij^  ftciioul,  and  he  tells  interesting  storii  -^  i<C  the  dan- 
gers he  and  his  sister  experienced  in  crossing  from  and 
to  the  iidand  iu  the  inclement  winter  weather.  When 
1m  was  sixteen  he  carried  the  meat  which  bis  father 
bad  bntehered  to  Weyiunuth.  Hinghatu,  Cohasaet,  and 
Scituate  lo  sell.  He  rtinaliKjd  with  liis  Jather  until 
he  was  twenty-one,  when  he  commenced  business  for 
himself,  going  lo  Brighton  market,  purchasing  cattle 
and  batdieriog  them,  and  for  nearly  forty  yean 
continued  this  and  the  sale  of  the  meat  on  the  same 
route  in  Weymouth,  HinfjhBm,  etr.,  that  he  had  m  id 
for  his  father.  Mi.  Baxter  has  been  economical, 
prodent,  and  a  hard  worker.  Ho  laid  up  money 
whii^  he  careftilly  invested  in  land  and  other  good 
invcatmenLs,  and  to-day  is  one  of  the  large  real-estate 
owners  in  Quinry,  and  the  only  capital  he  has  e-pcr  in- 
herited was  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  lelt 
him  by  bia  ISitber.  Be  early  in  life  showed  bu  aptitude 
fm  trade,  when  but  a  lad  of  twelvo  years,  by  buying 
a  quart  of  molasses,  making  candy  aod  peddling  it, 
making  a  profit  of  acYentecn  cents,  which  was  not  ill 


spent.  He  married,  Jan.  22, 1829,  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Noah  Curtis,  and  has  had  fourteen  children,  the 
following  now  living:  Abigail  (Mrs.  John  Chamber- 
lain, reaidea  in  Quinoj),  Daniel  W.,  Ann  W.  (Mn. 
I  John  Wood,  Kvea  in  Quiney),  Oavdino  (Hii.  CFeorge 
H.  Tobey.  lives  in  Chicago),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Cbarlea 
A.  Follet,  reifides  with  her  father),  Wm.  Henry, 
31ary  F.  (Mrs.  Parker  Hayward,  lives  in  Braintree^, 
Adeline  W.  (Mm.  Frank  C.  Waterbouse,  fivea  in 
WollastoD).  Mrs.  Abigail  C.  Baxter  died  July  3, 
1879. 

Mr.  Hiixttr  cuniuienccd  housekeeping  at  Quincy 
Point,  and  lived  there  six  years,  when  his  desire 
to  occupy  tbe  old  home  of  his  father  iu  Quiney  in- 
dnced  him  to  remove  thither,  and  he  built  the  house 
where  lie  now  resides  in  1858.  Mr.  Baxter  has  6tled 
many  pu.-itinn.-i  of  public  trust;  wms  for  fonrtfen  years 
selectman,  and  chairman  over  hall'  of  the  lime,  has 
serred  on  school  committees,  as  assesaor,  sumyor  of 
highways,  and  ofotaeer  of  the  poor.  When  the 
Quiney  Stone  Bank  wn?  orjiinized  he  wus  the  yountr- 
&il  one  of  tbe  incorporators  aod  directors.  He  was  a 
director  for  over  forty  years,  and  is  now  tbe  only  sur- 
viving member  of  the  original  board.  He  haa  been 
conneoted  with  tbe  QuIir  v  Savii^  Bank  as  director 
for  more  thnn  «  quarter  of  a  century,  and  is  a  «tork- 
holder  iu  various  corporations.  He  has  always  been 
conservative,  believing  in  condaotbg  public  affairs  sa 
b«  would  his  own  buaioeM,  owing  no  nan  aoytbiug; 
in  all  positiona  be  hat  been  canTtt),  prudent,  and 
>aviiiL'.  and  has  ho  manajred  his  means  that  in  hi<old 
age  he  has  a  handsome  competency,  and  the  ^atisfao- 
tion  of  having  dtadbavged  all  duties,  public  and  pri* 
vate,  to  tbe  beat  of  bia  ability  and  with  honest  intent. 
He  hm  bem  a  busy,  man  all  bia  life,  fie  is  so  ex- 
'  iiinple  (if  what  industry,  common  sense,  and  care  will 
do  for  any  one  in  tbe  battle  of  life.  He  has  just 
passed  his  eighty-first  birthday,  and  it  ii  well  to  note 
in  oonneelion  therewith,  that  his  ymn^ieat  sister  and 
her  husband,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Wild,  celebrated  thiO 
sixty-first  anoiversaiy  of  their  marriage  in  1883. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV 
STOUOBTOS. 

Sloughton--  N;iiii<'il  ill  lli'tii'r  of  Qoveni'it  Witliittn  Stougliton — 
Tarritorjr  aMutuU  to  DorobMtorin  1637— Kuuirnu  the  "New 
Oi«Bt'*-^Doi«h««t«r8<Hitb  Frwtnet— A  Pwt  Mt  olTto  Wren- 
Ibniii  in  1721  — Iijnir|Kir;itiiiri  ot"  Sl'Miu'tilun  — '  iri/inal  Tfiri- 
Wry — ^contl  PrMinct  «et  off  in  1740 — Incorpontionuf  ThirU 
PTMiBot  !■  1748— The  Firit  TotrD-MvetlBf^Iaeoipontloa 
of  l2t€>ugl)loiili;im — ^The  RcTolution— Vote*  of  the  Town  in 
1 723,  171M,  1726,1726 — Coiomittee  of  Corretpondeneo — Her- 
olatioiMty  BomittM,  atei 

AuiosT  the  pealing  of  belU,  tbe  roll  of  dniiiu,  tbe 

tliundor  of  cannon,  and  the  inspiring  strainH  of  mar- 
tial muMC  the  one  hundr>^dt!i  rinnivorsai y  of  Aineri- 
caD  iodcpcodencc  is  ushered  in,  the  most  mtiiiorahle 
day  of  tbe  nineteeuth  ucuturj.  A  whole  country 
fhm  tho  ragged  shores  of  Mune  to  the  gotden  Mods 
of  CaliforDia,  muiiitudinoiit  cttka  bora  sinoe  the 
<?vent  they  to-dnv  etilfhratp.  pro-^pcrous  town*?  created 
with  asloolshiog  celerity,  small  villages  remote  from 
the  whirl  and  exdteuMQt  of  buMoess,  all  joio  in 
etdebratiog  the  oeoasion.  Tbe  aothein  of  liberty 
wakes  echoes  in  tbe  hal  of  the  squatter  in  Western 
wilds  not  leas  thao  in  ibe  Itucarioos  homes  of  erowded 
cities 

This  nniTenat  coniiDemoration  is  not  solely  beoause 
the  Reroliitioaary  fatben  by  their  immortal  dedani> 

tiou  just  one  hundred  years  ajj;o  trampled  tlic  British 
yoke  beneath  their  feet,  not  alone  because  tin'  heiuin 
struj^le  they  carried  on  agaiust  fearful  and  almost 
bopelesi  odds  was  fiDslly  erowoed  with  saeeeas,  but 
for  the  reason  that  tbe  Union  has  survived  until  all  its 
founders  have  mingled  their  dust  with  the  isoil  many 
of  them  had  stained  with  tlu  ir  hlotnl :  hf»«»au»e  the 
oouDtry  has  grown  and  prospered  year  afier  year  as  no 
other  conntiy  has  ever  grown  and  prospered ;  because 
it  baa  withstood  and  riBeu  triumpbaoUy  from  that  su- 
preme shock  and  trial  of  nations,  a  deHpcrate  civil  war, 
in  which  the  «ons  of  thn^^f*  sires  who,  then  united, 
hurled  the  Ikiiish  invader  irum  our  shores,  uuw,  ar- 
rayed against  each  other,  fought  tbe  one  side  to  de- 
stroy, tbe  other  to  uphold  the  old  flag  with  ancestral 
valor,  for  when  Greek  meets  Greek  then  comes  tbe 
tu<!  of  war. 

Fifty  years  before  the  birth  of  the  nation  the  Great 
and  General  Court  of  the  Colony  of  Hsssaebusetts 

Bay  i  iiai  ted  a  law  for  the  incorporation  of  tlie  town 
of  Stougbtoo.   It  is,  therefore,  .teUcitoos  that 'on  tbe 

*  The  following  chapter  wM  Hotribotc^  b;  (ho  lion.  Ilnlaay 
J;  BoardBi«o,  of  Boaton,  being  aa  addicM  d«ilv«f«t  bj  bin  at 
Stoagbton,  July  4,  iVft.  It  li  aa  inT*liHibl«  ooDtrihatioB,  aod 
fiitiD.'i  v  foraa  |ha  Cnt  «haptar  ia  tba  biatoiy  of  tbe  towa,— 

Editor. 


day  we  oelebrate  the  oentennial  of  the  Republic  you 
ean  also  pause  miidwty  between  the  lint  and  second 

centennial  of  your  town  to  commemorate  its  history 
and  dwell  upon  it«  aasociations.  Taking  its  name 
from  Governor  William  Stoughtoo,  it  included  origin- 
ally a  muoh  larger  sectioo  than  it  at  prewnt  oom- 

pri.«es.  The  territory  embraced  at  the  time  of  inoor- 
poration,  topetlier  with  a  part  eif  Wrcnthaii).  had  in 
the  year  1637  been  allotted  to  Dorchester,  ami  was 
known  as  the  "  New  Grant"  from  that  time  until  Dec. 
:  16, 1715. 

Ffiin  that  date  until  December,  1726,  it  wascniled 
the  Dtjreh(TKtpr  Snnth  Prceiiiet.a  part  liaviii;;  heen  set 
off  to  Wrenthara  in  the  year  17:i4.  The  town  of 
Stougbtoo  was  tnoorporated  on  the  22d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1720.  At  that  time  Samuel  Adams,  the  pioneer 
of  the  Revelation,  was  four  years  old,  and  John 
Adams  was  not  born  till  nine  years  later.  It  included 
the  pr^nt  towns  of  Canton,  Sharon,  and  Stougbtoo, 
end  nearly  if  not  quite  all  of  Foxborough  and  about 

:  <nie-quarler  of  Dedham.  In  those  days  the  hiw  of 
subtraetion  nther  than  annexation  prevailed.  The 
act  of  incorporation  is  entitled  nri  "  Act  for  dividing 

I  the  towns  of  Dorchester  jind  erecting  a  new  town 

t  there  by  the  name  of  Stougbton.*'   Tbe  prenmUe  acts 

I  forth  that "  The  town  of  Dorohester  within  tbe  oonnty 
of  ?ufT<tlk  i«i  of  fjreat  extent  in  length,  and  lies  com- 
motli'Mis  for  two  township'*,  and  the  Smith  Precinct 
within  the  hounds  of  Dorchester  is  competently  filled 
with  inhabitants  who  have  made  their  application  to 

j  tbe  said  town  and  also  addressed  this  Court  tbst  the 
said  lands  may  be  made  a  distinct  and  separate  town- 
ship." Then  follows  the  act  of  inenrpnnition.  to 
which  is  attached  a  condition,  making  it  incumbent 
upon  the  iDbabitants  to  procure  within  the  qieee  «P 

'  twelve  months  from  the  publication  of  the  act  U 
learned  orthodox  minister  of  good  conversation,  and 
make  provision  for  his  comfbrtHblc  and  honorable 
support,  and  likewise  to  provide  a  schoolmaster  tq 

I  instruet  their  youth  in  writing  and  reading.    And  it 

'  is  further  enacted  that  they  shall  pay  such  taxes  as  are 
assessed  to  Dorchester  which  properly  belong  to  the 
new  town.    The  Second  Preeinei  ei  iii>(ituting  what  is 

I  now  Sharon  and  Fuxboiuugh,  sva^i  incorporated  July 
2, 1740,  leaving  what  is  now  Canton  and  Stonghton, 

I  the  Old  Dorehe.ster  South  Precinct,  OT  First  I*ari»h. 
The  Third  Precinct,  or  l^arifsh.  represents  what  is 
now  Stougbton,  aod  was  iocorpomted  Nov.  9,  1743. 
The  chief  reason  set  forth  in  tbe  petiUon  fbr  an  set  of 
inoorpontion  is  the  remoteness  of  a  ptaoe  of  worship, 
it  being  nearly  seven  miles.  The  fir'-t  town-meeting 
was  h<  \i]  in  Stimijhtnn,  .Tan.  2,  17-7,  to  ehnn«e  tnwn 
officers,  and  1  notice  that  George  Talbot  was  chosen 
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one  of  the  Belccimen  waA  atfessore.  On  the  20th  of 
Junij,  1705,  the  present  towns  of  Sharon  and  Foxbor- 
ont;li  wore  incorporated  utnler  the  name  of  StoiJfrh- 
touharu.  The  tuwn  of  Cauton  was  iucurpuniteii 
M  tot  paawd  Feb.  83, 1797,  vhiob  oontaioed  among 
other  provisions  that,  whoeas  in  cutisequence  of  the 
divisioti  only  one  selectman  will  rtm;iin  in  said 
Stoughton,  "  Be  it  enacted  that  Jabez  Talbot,  the 
■aleotman  remaining  within  said  town  be,  and  he  ia 
thereby  inveated  with  all  the  powem  which  a  majority 
of  said  aelectraco  would  have  had  so  far  as  relates  to 
certain  purposes  specified."  I  doubt  not  tlip  tru?t« 
confided  to  Jabez  Talbot  were  well  administered,  aa 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  adminiatntion  aflbiis  has 
been  oonapiowMs  is  thb  family. 

A  clarified  list  of  the  persons  taxed  in  the  an- 
cient town  of  Stoughton  for  the  year  1776  shows 
that  one  hundred  and  fort^'-twu  lived  in  what  is  now 
oalled  Stoughton.  Samuel  Cupen,  Samnel  Paul, 
Bobert  Swan,  and  Nathaniel  Wales  ate  ftmiliar  names 
in  the  list. 

Tn  the  year  1773  the  dawning  of  the  spirit  of  in- 
dependence bevaioe  maoifeet.  The  custom  prevailed 
of  having  the  wishes  of  th«  people  esprased  at  the 
town>meetiog8  recorded  by  the  town  elerks  snd  trans* 

mittcd  to  the  General  Court  or  Continental  Cnnprreas. 
At  a  town  meeting  March  1,  1773,  a  letter  from  the 
Boston  Committee  of  Correspondence  sent  to  the 
town  was  reoeived  and  read,  and  the  town  sent  in  re. 
ply  a  lengthy  oommunication,  setting  forth  that  in 
their  ju'k'iucnt  their  rights  as  men,  as  Christians, 
and  as  British  subjects  have  been  greatly  infrinired 
upon  and  violated  by  arbitrary  will  and  power,  and 
lh«y  are  appreheosiTO  that  in  futare  time  this  may 
prove  fatal  to  them  and  their  posterity,  and  -to  all 
that  is  dear  to  them,  rediicini;  them  not  only  to  pov- 
erty but  slavery.  They  reuioustrale  against  it,  and 
propose  to  unite  in  all  constitutional  methods  to  re- 
gain the  rights  that  tmro  been  ravkhed  ftom  them. 
They  further  instruct  their  representative  to  exert 
himst^lf  fur  the.^c  ends,  and  that  a  petition  be  pre- 
sented to  the  king  tor  redress,  at  the  same  time  ex- 
preiiaiug  unswerving  loyalty  to  him  and  invoking  the 
IKvine  bleesing  upon  him. 

At  a  town-meeting  on  the  2Gth  of  Septeubsr,  1774, 
choice  WH«  tnade  of  Thomas  Crane  for  rpprwntntive 
to  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  be  boldcn  at 
Salem.  He  was  instructed  by  rote  to  adheie  flmriy 
to  the  eliarter  of  the  proTineo  as  granted  by  thdr  Ma- 
jesties William  and  Mary,  and  to  do  no  act  acknowl- 
edging the  validity  of  the  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment for  altering  the  governmeat  of  Maasaohusetts 
Bay.   They  thsa  state  that)  aa  they  have  reason  to 


believe  a  conscientious  discharge  of  his  doty  will  pto- 
duce  a  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Representative?, 
they  therefore  instruct  hitn  to  meet  witli  other  m.  tu- 
hiitA  in  a  General  Provincial  Congresis,  (u  act  upon 
snch  matters  as  oome  before  them  in  a  manner  moot 
conducive  to  the  true  intermta  of  the  town  and  prov- 
ince, and  uioMt  likely  CO  pnaer?e  the  Ubertaee  of  all 
North  America. 

At  a  town- meeting,  Jan.  9,  1775,  the  town  made 
ehoioe  of  Thomas  CSrane  to  raprewnt  then  ui  a  Pro- 
vincial Coogren  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  the  let  of 
the  February  followinpr-  At  the  same  meeting  the 
(own  voted  not  to  lend  their  town  moneys  to  Henry 
Gardner,  of  Stove  \  but  at  ao  adjoomed  meeting,  Jao. 
16th,  same  year,  their  patriotism  ioereased  to  soeli  • 
d^ree  that  they  reconsidered  thdr  former  vote  and 
voted  to  lend  all  their  province  money  to  Henry 
Gardner,  of  Stowe,  aa  ia  recoumeoded  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Congreas.  Among  other  votes  pssaed  ait  this 
meeting  waa  one  to  the  effect  that  they  approved  of 
the  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  their  as- 
sociation :  another  to  appoint  a  committee  of  inspec- 
tion of  nineteen  persons,  and  that  this  committee  use 
thdr  interest  thai  the  readves  and  the  aasocmtaoa  of 
the  Ooatinental  OongreM  bo  doady  adhered  to.  A« 
town-meeting,  May  25,  1775,  the  town  voted  that 
Messrs.  Peter  Talbot,  Christopher  Wadsworth,  and 
Boujamin  Gill  bo  a  committee  of  correapoodeoce,  to 
correspond  with  the  several  towns  in  this  provinoei 
the  SIX  following  months. 

It  is  evident  by  the  freqncnry  of  fhe  meetings  and 
the  vi^'or  of  the  proceedings  during  liie  years  1775—76 
that  they  fully  believed  the  "price  of  liberty  was 
eternal  v%iianee.**  They  even  finreshsdowed  iha 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  pfombed  in  advanoo 
their  co-operation,  for  at  a  mertinfr  on  the  22d  of 
May,  1776,  forty-two  days  before  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  proclaimed,  they  voted  '*  that  if  the 
Honomble  Continental  Congreas  should  for  the  ssfety 
of  this  Colony  declare  u^  independent  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  we,  the  said  irih.ibitant*,  will 
emnly  engage  with  our  Uvea  and  fortunes  to  support 
them  in  the  measure}"  sad bdisving that frithshoiUd 
be  aeoompanied  by  worhs,  they  voted  on  the  8th  of 
July  following  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  to  be  levied 
npon  polls  and  es?tat<!si  to  give  to  each  man,  to  thf> 
number  of  thirty-eight,  that  shall  enlist  in  the  service 
oi  the  aorthorn  department  i^nat  Quebec,  thossm 
of  dz  pounds,  dx  shilUags,  eightpeoee,  as  an  adfi- 
tion  to  their  bounty,"  or  what  we  called  in  the  late 
war  a  town  bounty.    Col.  Gill,  Capt.  Endioott,  Sam- 
uel Tucker,  Ezckiel  Fisher,  CapL  Billings,  Aaron 
Wentworth,  Eaqnire  Cran^  Dr.  HoIbmb,  Joha  Hart* 
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irafl,  Jolm  WUhingeoo,  Oqrt.  Swui,  WilBun  8faal1«r, 

Wm.  Gapcn,  and  Lieut.  Johnson  each  offered  to  pay  the 
poll-frix  for  fv»'f)  men  that  w<^T!l'^  f^nter  the  sorvicc  as 
aton-ynid.  July  22,  1776,  it  wdH  voted  to  assess  six  ; 
pounds,  riz  liiilHDga,  eightpeooe  fiw  each  ikmi-omii- 
iiiiflmoiMd  ofioer  and  mMmt  tint  sbtH  enlist  aod 
march  to  join  the  arioy  against  Canada ;  but  if  they 
render  service  at  or  near  Boston,  then  thej  ar«  not  to 
Iiave  8«id  Bum  or  any  part  thereof. 

On  the  30th  of  SeptaoilMr,  1778,  aatioo  wai  taken 
idaUng  to  the  Ibrmation  of  a  oew  Coostitntion  of  the 
State.    A  r(  solution  was  passed  sturdily  declining  to  ■ 
empowfr  tlic   House  of  Rfprownfativps  to  enact  a 
plan  of  government,  alleging  as  reasons  that  they  were 

toCallj  wMcqnuDted  ivith  the  eapaeitiee  and  patriot*^  | 
isBB  and  character  of  the  memben  that  «oia|Mwe  the 

said  House  and  Council,  pxceptinff  onr  own  mrmlxT  ; 
also  because  they  were  not  eleute<l  fur  that  purposo, 
and  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  public  affairs  caIIs 
tw  the  ataadj  attention  of  eveiy  nemher  of  laid 
Honae.   They  fOMlved  to  oheeaa  ooo  or  more  mem* 
here  to  unite  with  roprefl<»ntative8  from  other  towns 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  adopting  a  plan  of  government. 
Thej  iurtber  resolved  that  it  appeared  to  them  abso-  | 
Intaly  neoMsary  for  the  liberty  and  aafety  of  this  | 
State  that  the  plan  of  government,  when  formed  and  ; 
publtsht'd,  shouW  not  lie  p^fiiblishcd  till  the  peopI<»  of 
this  State  have  time  and  opportunity  to  thoroughly 
tiianiine  the  aaine,  and  ahall  oonaant  that  it  be  eatab- 
Kahed  by  the  aaid  State  Conveotioo. 

On  the  18th  of  F^roary,  1777,  it  was  voted  to 
g^ve  fourteen  pounds  to  each  soldier  enlisting  for  ; 
three  years  or  the  war.    Numerous  meetings  were 
held  during  thb  and  the  folbwing  year.   On  the  28th 
of  May,  1778,  moat  elaborate  inatmetlona  were  given 
to  Thomas  Crane,  their  representative,  but  as  theciy 
among  the  ancient  Romans  wh»  thnt  Cnrthage  must  j 
be  destroyed,  so  the  oeotral  purpose  in  all  their  in- 
etraetiooa  was  a  vigorooa  ptoaeention  of  the  war.  BSs- 
qujre  Crane  was  also  directed  to  oppose  the  Constitu- 
tion then  offi  rcii,  because  it  had  no  bill  of  rii,'lit,H  for  | 
its  foundation,  ami  was  therefore  inconsistent  witti  the  ' 
happiness  and  safety  of  the  public.    The  citations  I 
have  node  give  but  a  very  tmperieet  idea  of  the  apirit 
of  pttriotina  aod  of  ^elf  sacrifice  that  is  ao  oonapicu- 
oos  in  yotjf  town  records  of  the  Rcvolutionair  period. 
The  intelligent  comprehension  of  the  priuciplu  uf  gov-  i 
eromeDt,  the  jealous  guardianship  of  liberty,  their 
ndf-telianee,  the  atem  detenninatioo  to  reaiat 
aion  on  the  one  hand  aod  to  name  and  enforce  all  i 
proper  restraints  on  tlic  other,  are  remarkable.  Stead- 
fast purpose  and  unfaltering  wiU  breathe  forth  upon  ' 
efVeiy  pege.  I 


The  hiatory  of  natiooa  ehowa  that  rapnblles  are  n 

short-lived  family.  The  republics  of  Qieeea  and 
Rome,  of  Holland  and  France,  of  South  America  and 
Mexico,  have  chiefly  been  conspicuous  in  their  failure. 
Onr  eoaotiy  la  ao  large  that,  wliatever  superiority  of 
race  on  the  p«t  of  early  Anglo-Saxon  aettlen  there 
may  be,  the  rapid  immigration  invited  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  would  !ar2:ely  neutralize  it.  Tn  the  face 
of  the  long  list  of  failures,  so  unvarying  that  they 
Beamed  inevitable,  what  gave  the  fonodera  of  thia  ra- 
public  courage  to  make  another  wperinient  ?  Liberty 
is  seductive  ;  hnt  liberty  without  Inw  is  merely  license ; 
tlif  result  iscbaos  ;  and  any  attempt  at  ssfllf-eoveriiineMt 
ignobly  fails  when  laws  are  not  strictly  enforced.  A 
snail  popnlirtioo  in  «  compact  territory  aflbrda  the 
m<».'st  favorable  ehaooe  foraelf-gOTernment ;  but  how 

difficult  to  govern  in  tbe  patne  way  a  mi^hiy  nation, 
extending  over  a  large  territory,  pursuits  divers,  in- 
terests conflicting,  no  intimate  interchange  of  senti- 
ment one  Boetion  with  another.  Bat  even  the  aBaU 
pt^lation  Id  a  compact  territory  haa  fiiiled  to  pei^ 

petuate  a  republican  form  of  govemmpnt ;  how  much 
less  likely  to  succeed  would  the  largo  nation  be. 
Granted  that  the  framers  of  the  Coastitotiun  were 
wiae,  that  they  gave  moot  eareAil  researeh  and  atudy 
to  the  gnat  problem  before  them  ;  granted  that  their 
work  wa.«  a.^  admiralde  as  human  skill  could  make  it, 
still  that  would  not  have  insured  success.  The  reason 
must  be  found  elaewhere,  and  ia  tfaia:  that  the  de- 
vdf^entof  the  people  haa  kept  pace  with  the  fttaaae 
ing  wisdom  of  the  fathera.  This  country  has  existed 
as  a  republic  largely  because  of  the  general  diffusion 
of  edoeatioQ,  the  eolightenmout  of  the  masses,  and 
the  eirenlation  of  the  pre^ ;  so  that  it  is  poaaible  for 
every  eitiien  to  heaome  aoi{nainted  with  enirent 
events,  and  daily  watch  the  progress  of  national 
affairs.  He  is  enabled  to  l^ke  n  comprehensive  view 
of  public  ({Utistions,  and  thus  overcome  tendencies  to 
bigotry  aud  prejudice.  In  thia  way  the  grand  con- 
anmnation  haa  been  reached,  aod  in  the  words  of  the 
martyr  Lincoln,  "  a  government  by  the  people  and  for 
the  people"  has  become  pos-sible.  It  has  been  de- 
momitrated  that  it  can  endure  the  trying  urdeai  of 
eneoeaa  and  prosperity.  It  haa  anooeasfnlly  enoonn> 
tered  the  enervating  tendencies  of  wealth  and  luxury. 
Tt  baa  resisted  effectually  tbc  di.->intL-o;rating  influ- 
ences of  conflicting  interests,  showing  a  cohesive 
power  without  a  parallel ;  and  in  our  lata  civil  war,  a 
devotion  hitherto  apparently  dormant,  and  therefore 
unsuspected,  waa  displayed  pm-eminently ;  bravery 
nnd  self-!»acrifioe  in  the  field,  eotims**  f  n  'he  toilsome 
and  weary  march,  and  heroic  endurance  in  rebel 
prisons.  Uow  fully  were  realised  and  exemplifled  the 
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memorable  wurds  of  Sir  Pliilip  Sidney,  "  glorious  is  it 
in  a  noble  cause  to  bear  its  suffering  and  mi^»e^y." 
Aud  the  boDes  of  Northern  men  that  have  whitened 
on  Inttle-fididB  abog  the  HiisiaNpiM,  upon  looelj 
noantun  nd«s  on  the  low  lands  where  the  niagnulia 
blooms,  gricviii;;  if  auj^ht  inanimate  ever  frrievea 
over  the  unretuniing  bravo."  and  in  fhf  'j.]uim  of  the 
wUderness  where  thou^audh,  lilkt;  ihu  Li^lit  l^rigadu 
at  BaUclava,"  rushed  into  the  verj  jawa  of  death. 


to  the  immortal  words  that  ratluT  t!i:in  suffer  it  they 
would  tear  up  the  dikes  and  pve  Holland  back  to  thp 
oceao.  Theodore  Parker  will  not  be  suspected  of 
fondnoae  for  Cahioinn  ;  yet  lie  dedared  that  out  of 
the  ruL'ged  doctrine  of  John  Ckilm  had  developed  the 
grandest  virtue  of  the  human  race.  And  what  sol- 
diers its  Hiwipic?  made  I  T  claim  that  the  army  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  was  the  laue&t  the  world  ever  iiaw ; 
ao  armj  that  was  always  aneooasTol,  so  that  upon  eight 


bear  teatinooy  to  the  prioelece  valne  of  ear  national  ,  of  the  enemy  they  raiaed  a  &hout  of  joy,  for  hmh 

to  them  n>ennt  vicforv.  Igniting  perfect  db-cipliiie 
with  religious  zeal,  iliey  fought  under  a  6rm  coDvic- 
tioo  of  duty.  Marshal  Tureune  cxpreaiied  the  delight 
of  a  true  Mtldier  when  he  learned  that  it  was  the 
fashion  of  Cromwell's  piltemeti  t«t  rejoice  greatly  when 
tlu'j  brlu'Id  thf  enemy;  ami  tho  lianished  c:iv:ilior« 
could  not  repress  an  emotion  of  national  pride  when 


life. 

One  grand  element  that  has  contributed  to  the  ex- 
ample of  aelf-goveromcDt  we  present  in  the  race  to 
wbieb  we  belong.  I  eonfeas  the  maltitudes  that  have 
cniiir.  and  still  are  coining,  from  aeroSR  the  ocean 
tlirnuj:li  onr  open  gates  constitute  no  small  ]  urt  of 
the  forty-four  niillioo8  that  to-day  live  under  the  na- 


tional flag.  Yet  Plymouth  Kock  receives  homage  they  saw  a  brigade  of  their  roundhead  country  men, 
fi-om  every  State,  and  the  nucleus  there  formed  has  '  outnumbered  by  ibcs  sod  abaodoned  by  allies,  drive 

assimilated  in  no  small  degree  to  itself  the  foreign  before  it  lo  headlong  rout  the  finest  infiintij  of  Spain, 
elements  thjit  have  clustered  nitnitiJ  it.  The  Puritans,  nnd  force  a  pa.ctsage  into  fortifications  pronounced  im- 
ut  whom  so  many  of  yuu  are  lineal  desoendants,  had  pregnable  by  the  ablcf^t  marshal  of  France, — soateb- 
ingniied  upon  th^  robust  natures  and  atnu^  wilb  :  ing  vietoty  fiuu  the  very  jawa  of  daAut  Tu  such 
a  love  of  liberty,  and  what  they  esteemed  a  pure  re-  meo  liberty  to  act  aeeording  to  their  own 
li^on,  that  no  danger  could  appall  nor  sufferiugis  was  dearer  than  life ;  and  the  qaalitiaa  i 
le*seti.  With  rare  fortitude  they  emlurt d  h.irfl!<liips 
checrluUy  that  lay  io  the  pathway  of  achievement. 
I  have  too  naeh  respect  for  their  judgment  to  sop- 
'  pose  that  they  courted  hsrdships.  I  do  not  for  u 
mnnieni  presume  they  voluntarily  ehcao  the  sterile 
land.'*  of  Cape  Cod  f<ir  uerif uUtirril  purposes.  They 
showed  the  good  sense  to  elect  the  fertile  valleys  of 
the  Hudson ;  but  a  ehanee  breese  aud  a  Mbed  cap-  sobriety,  he  was  in  all  probability  one  of  Groinwell's 
tain  lauded  them  on  the       ahore  of  Plymouth.  ,  old  soldiers. 

Grim  winter  extended  its  cold  anus  to  receive  them  ;  War  is  demoralizing,  and  in  no  respect  more 
thirty  navage  tribes  and  nri  unbroken  wilderness  strikin'^ly  than  in  it«  effect  upon  the  soldiers  eo- 
offered  an  impatisable  barrier  to  any  overland  route  to  gaged.  Moral  iiruinesa  alone  can  transform  the  io- 
thdr  place  of  destination  ;  but  their  courage  oever  °  mates  of  camps  and  the  veterans  of  battle-fields  into 
faltered,  for 

"  Ami")  the  iitoriii!!  tliiv  fiinir, 

And  the  atan  h«*nl; and  th*  Ma; 
Awl      Mnndies  aialca  ftf  Dm  dim  woods  raog 
To  tbo  antboiD  of  tho  ftoa." 


eminent  in  war  nlw  made  them  oonspicuou!*  in  p^aee 
According  to  Macaulay,  when  they  were  disbanded, 
the  royalists  confessed  that  in  every  department  of 
honest  industry  these  wariiois  prospered  beyoud  other 

men  ;  that  none  was  charged  with  theft,  that  uous 
was  hoard  to  ask  an  alms,  and  that  if  a  baker,  a  ma- 
son, or  a  wag<iner  attracted  notice  by  his  diligence  and 


And  their  religious  enthusiasm  inspired  them  in  dan- 
gers, in  discn'^e  nud  death.  How  marvdous  was  the 
courage  of  the  early  reformers ! 

When  Martin  Lather  was  summoned  before  the 
Diet  of  Worms,  and  friends  told  him^what  he  well 
knew — that  if  be  went,  it  wouUhe  atthe  peril  of  Ins 
life,  he  answered.  "  Wcr*-  there  as  many  devils  as 
tiles  upon  the  housetops,  I  would  go."  Aod  when 
Catholicism  combined  to  crush  out  Protestantism  from 


the  peaceful  and  industrious  citizen,  and  oar 
soldiers,  both  in  ilic  Revolutinn  and  tlu'  late  w,ir. 
clearly  betrayed  ihuir  ancestral  traits  ID  tboir  retaro 
to  the  vucatiutis  of  daily  life. 

The  Puritans  and  tlieir  desoendsots,  by  virtue  ef 
this  quality  of  courage,  of  fortitude,  of  intelligent  io- 
du^try.  prospered  in  spite  of  .sterility  of  soil.  Their 
thrift  prevailed  over  oatural  disadvantages.  They 
grappled  with  the  forests,  and  with  brawny  arms 
overthrew  them,  and  audi  was  their  pennasive  en> 
t  rL'v  that  they  converted  sand  and  rock  into  fertility. 
.And  when  the  West  diM-loiieJ  It.'<  vast  snperiorliv  of 
soil,  instead  of  deserting  the  homes  of  their  fathom 
for  the  foirar  promiae  towarda  the  aetting  san,  they 


the  Netherlands,  William  of  Orange  gave  uitemuoe  '  supplemented  the  sinewy  ana  by  the  active  sad  in 
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ventive  brain,  and  mtmifiietoriM  spnng  up  fiUed 

with  cunniM;^'  machinery,  so  that  the  hum  of  indiu- 
try  filled  the  laud.  "  \S'liere  once  the  rank  thistle 
oodded  in  the  wind  and  the  wild  fox  dug  his  hole 
aiiMwed,"  evidenow  of  dTfllntioQ  appear  oa  every 
aide. 

While  nice  has  contrilnitt'd  to  the  )>crTnnnpncc  of 
our  indtitutioDB,  edueatiuti.  a8  i  have  be  Tore  imlieafcd, 
IB  the  broadest  sense  is  the  great  bulwark.  Like 
the  prinen]  roeki  to  the  lea,  it  aod«rliM  and  otet- 
tops  them.  By  it  the  experience  of  the  past  htm  heen 
fully  utilized  and  an  approximattnn  to  tin-  (rne  stand- 
ard of  fielf-government  been  reached,  for,  m  it  tiicun:^ 
a  gOTernment  by  the  people,  therefore  whatever 
liraadens  ih«r  kaovledge  iacMaMs  their  cepeeity 
fbr  atatceinaiiBbip.  By  educatioo  all  thintrs  that 
come  to  us  in  life  take  deeper  root ;  ihcy  widen 
their  significance.  We  learo  to  u.so  that  which 
otherwiie  would  be  valtieleH,  ai  the  heet  appliunoei  in 
toob  and  mohioefy  am  vahidiaia  vichout  the  akill 
to  detect  and  employ  them.  IntaiMea  are  reooided 
of  scirtatii^bt  mt-u  who  hnvc  unaided,  forced  their 
way  into  tbe  lal»<iratory  of  nature,  who  read  the  un- 
written language  of  things,  who  diiooTer  tratha  io 
the  mdody  of  birds,  in  the  sighing  winds,  who  read 
it  in  the  beauty  that  tniils  along  the  tall  grass,  and  is 
radiant  in  loaf  and  fluwer  ;  men  who  go  beyond  the 
surface  of  thing^s,  beyond  the  dehued  limits  of  human 
koowledge  into  oititrodden  spaoe,  and,  as  has  been 
said,  sharpen  their  eyea  until  they  see  into  the  earth 
and  !en;.'then  their  arms  until  they  reach  the  stjirs. 
But  these  cxccptiors  arc  rare;  few  of  m  hrtvc  time 
or  ioclination  to  investigate.  We  act  upon  what  is 
told  US,  what  we  read,  what  we  learn.  The  tables  of 
edttCStii'u  must  be  spread  for  us,  or  we  are  likdy  to 
lone  our  intellectual  nourislinient.  Our  fatlnrs  rec- 
ognised its  importance.  Al'ti  r  providing  lor  tlieir 
spiritual  welfare  by  securing  a  good  orthodox  miuLs- 
ter*  they  gave  next  their  attention  to  the  sehoolaMS> 
ter,nnd  the  m  olest  scheol-hoose  found  phwie  wherever 
the  enrly  M  ttlers  dwelt. 

The  third  element  that  secures  to  us  u  republican 
ftriD  of  goreniinent  is  a  love  liberty,  freedom  to 
manage  our  national  aiain  whether  they  relate  to 
dvil  or  religious  questions,  and  by  common  consent, 
since  our  fathofP  repovered  from  the  mania  of  hang- 
ing Quakers  and  drowning  witches,  religious  toleration 
bas  prevailed.  Love  of  Bberty  la  to  the  repnbiie  what 
the  spirit  is  to  the  body,  animating  and  inspiring  it. 
Not  stronger  among  Americans  than  among  other 
raees.  We  cannot  for^'et  the  frantic  stniL''r,'le  of 
Poland  sod  Hungary  to  be  free.  We  cannot  tbrget 
how  Pimnee  in  her  ill- filed  but  iiorole  eibrte  has 


floated  again  and  again  upon  a  sea  of  blood.  We 

remember  with  sorrow  the  misfortunes  of  Lafayette, 
Koscin^kn,  nnd  Kossuth  :  we  admire  individual  sal- 
iantry  like  that  of  Arnold  von  VVinkelreid,  of  glorious 
memory,  who  threw  himself  on  the  speain  of  bis 
country's  enemies, — 


"  '  ^^n^;  p-  i\av  f.ir  lilicrl  \ 


rii-'il ; 


'  Mnki'  w»y'  lor  liberty  !  mud  iliol." 

And  wc  are  inspired  by  the  burning  words  of  Koger 
De  Lialei, — 

"  Ob,  HiMrly,  ma  mia  nal^  tliM^ 

'liici>  tiinitii:  felt  (hy  u''"ri'iim  flame; 
Can  tyrants'  laws  or  bolta  ronbne  tliee, 
Aad  tbua  thj  nobis  sptrit  tun*  f 

words  wbieh  not  only  kindled  th«  toreh  of  fWiedom 

to  France,  but  wherever  the  s|^t  of  independenoe 
dwelt,  Hut  whih'  .\  mcrieans  may  not  either  in  deeds 
or  litcmruru  have  created  the  sensation  that  other 
raeee  have,  yet  they  have  been  eminently  practical ; 
their  soeeeas  has  been  due  to  the  fad  that  they  have 
never  lost  ihcir  head  in  their  struggles  for  liberty. 
Victories  did  not  unreasonably  elate  nor  defeat  ondoly 
depress. 

I  am  miodfal  that  your  annivefsary  and  the 
nation'a  aooiverssry  oeeur  at  a  season  of  depression 

and  want ;  that  wliile  commercial  gloom  settles  over 
our  lartre  eities,  in  the  eonnfry  vill.nges  the  wheels  of 
manufactories  are  stopped  and  labor  begs  io  vain  for 
employment,  but  we  realise  tO'day  how  mueh  prreater 
trials  our  fathers  endured  and  boW  bravely  tin  y  en> 
durcd  them,  and  we  know  that  they  received  their  re- 
ward in  blessings  that  crowned  their  days.  We  know 
that  behind  the  black  cloud  that  overhangs  us  the 
imperial  sun  walks  in  splendor,  and  we  know  that  we 
dwell  in  a  country  that  has  all  the  elements  of  suocem 
and  prnsperitv,  :ind  therefore  the  fnfnro  must  he  se- 
cure. And  over  your  past  it  in  fitting  that  you  should 
rejoice ;  that  you  should  have  accouipHshed  i<o  much  \ 
that  sudi  eneifry  has  been  displayed  -,  that  religion 
and  education  should  have  received  such  generous 
support  from  your  hand.<«.  mlid  promise  often 
results  in  splendid  failure,  that  when  a  great  work  or 
a  good  work  ia  fairly  aoeomptifehed  congratulation  is 
in  order,  and  not  till  then.  And  it  is  aaid  the  aneienta 
wisely  praised  not  that  ship  that  started  with  flying 

colors  frotn  port,  hut  only  that  brave  sailor  thiit  enme 
back  with  torn  sheets  and  battered  sides,  stripped  of 
her  banners,  but  having  outridden  the  storm.  Doobt 
not  that  in  days  of  disaster  relief  is  at  band.  Judge 
thofhtureby  the  pai;t.  Di.stru.'^t  not  humanity  be- 
cause  man  is  f.iUe  and  shouts  for  reform  wliilc  he 
practices  knavery,  for  if  the  heart  of  the  people  was 
not  r^l  and  honest,  profiwsioos  of  virtiM  would  not 
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he  necf»t»iry  aod  wiooeMful  in  uooriDg  tmats  only  to 

betraj  them. 

aenoE  ii  raqHooni  for  yottr  fiMtiTitka.  Th« 
benediotion  of  a  sumoier  sky  heoia  above  oar  lieads, 

and  the  pcrfcctioii  of  midaammer  splendor  lies  at  oar 
feet.    All  nature  \b  in  harmony  with  the  occasion. 
Her  deep  green  and  rich  bloooi  lend  us  the  cbuicesit 
deooratioQS.  Tkoogb  one  fanndred  ywra  h«ve  gone,  ' 
trebdiere  that  our  national  life  is  bat  jnat  begUD;  | 
that  the  republic  shall  endure  when  thf  very  stones 
over  oiir  trraves  hnvc  crumbled  tn  dust  ;  that  the  flnir 
that  waVL«  abuvu  U8  to-ciay  tiliall  doat  as  long  as  the 
cartb  beara  a  plant  or  tbe  aea  nlla  a  wave ;  and  wbeo 
*a  century  Iioiico  ihc  prople  of  tbk  aiieieot  town  meet 
to  cc'lc'hralL'  their  own  !iiiiiiver»nt^'.  the  second  eontcn-  ■ 
uial  of  the  republic,  while  they  proclaim  the  valor  and  , 
the  patriotism  of  the  fatbera  of  freedom  in  tbia  land, 
thay  will  alao  remember  witb  prido  tbia  generatioa, 
and  your  children's  children  will  be  ebeered  and  in- 
spired by  your  dct'd.-^  and  your  maiBoriea  "aa  after 
sunset  tbe  dew  rcTives  the  world." 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

STOl'OilTON'— i  t'</.i«.»(i«a'.l. 

EoelMiaatioal  Hiitorjr— L'nirerialiU  Cbar«b— CoDgr«(ationa) 
drareb— Hstliodlft   Epix-uptkl  Churab— Boma  Catbolle 

Churc).  -MLt1j<'>U^i  KiM.-rui^i  Cbnieb,  North  Stongfatm— 

Baptist  Cburcb,  Kiut  Stuughton. 

Universalist  ChlM'ch.' — There  are  tablets  in  the 
church  belonging  to  the  parish  in  Stougbtoo,  one  uu  | 
eitber  aide  of  tbe  pulpit,  wbicb  prawni  ita  biatory  in 
brief.  Perbapa  tbaae  taUeta  may  be  a  sufficteot  bis-  I 

tory  for  srunc  ;  they  nt  lea!»t  suirfrrst  al!  tliat  need  hi-  ' 
?aid  in  a  mure  extended  account  as  may  properly  be 
presented  at  the  begiuuing  of  this  article.    The  one 
on  tbe  r%bt  of  tbe  pulpit  reada  aa  foUona: 

«mm  Parlth.  j 

rtiuri'h  iir(;aiii/i'il  Adj;.  In.  ^.n.  1744. 

Fimt  Cburcb,  completed  Mnjr  23,  a.o.  1746.  ' 

B«aon4  Chni«b,  d«dl«al*d  Jtim  t,  A.n.  t$W. 

Altered  A.M.  IMS. 
Mi  iiiu  IcKmI  liDii  cnlnr^ed  a.i>.  l!*70." 

On  the  left  of  the  pulpit  appears  the  miDiaterial 
aaooesaioD  of  the  church : 

"  Pnstor*. 
Kcr.  Jedodiali  Aduum. 
Ordaia«d  Hth,  19,  a,d. 
DM  P«b.  2^  A.II.  im. 


SUf.  Bdward  Ktobmrnid,  DM. 

Rfi'iKin-'l  .Tan.  I5,  4Jk,  1819* 
Rer.  Eben«ier  Uajr. 
Ordained  Jan.  7,  A.n.  ISU. 
Keiigncd  July  9,  a.d.  1822. 
Iter.  Wilhaoi  L.  Ste*ms. 
Ordained  Nov.  21,  a.d.  1827. 
Reiigaed  Maroh  30,  a.ii.  1831. 
R«T.  M.  B.  BalloB. 
PcttltMj  April  17,  A.o. 
Kesigned  April  1,  a.p.  1853. 
Rev.  James  W.  Deaais. 
Sctllr-d  April  1.  A.n.  1854. 
Died  Due,  12,  a.d.  W>3. 
Rev.  A.  St.  Jvbo  Chainbr^. 
iBfttBllcd  April  I,  A.V.  13M. 
Resigned  April  1,  A.Du  187S. 
KeT.  Jo!-.-!.!!  K,  Miison. 
OnUioed  Dec.  ID,  aj>.  1873. 
Rengncd  Dee.  W,  A.IK  1870'.''* 
Rev,  H.  R.  Smith, 

.SettltU  April  24,  A.n.  1876. 
Resigned  Nov.  SO,  A.n.  1070. 
Rev.  C.  R.  Tenney. 
Settled  ScpL  I,  A.D.  1883. 

The  history  of  the  parish  antedates  that  of  the 
church.  It  begins  Nov.  9,  1743,  with  a  petition  to 
"bb  BxoelleDey,  Willian  Sbirley,  Eaq.,  Capt*>6«n- 
eral  and  Governour-in-Chief  in  and  orer  his  Majesty's 
Province,  to  the  Honnrablts.  liis  Mrijer-t_\\H  C'mncil 
and  Kepreaeotatives,  in  General  Court  aasembled," 
for  a  ^viakm  of  tbe  Fliat  Pracinet  of  tbe  toivB  of 
Stougbton.  Tbia  petttioo  waa  urged  by  Ocoiga 
Talbot,  Simon  Stearns,  and  Ralf  Pope,  the  reason 
for  it  being,  as  set  forth  by  the  petttionpr',  *'  the  vast 
difficulties  both  with  regard  tu  the  public  worship  of 
Ood  and  tbe  management  of  the  affaira  of  tbe  Praeinet 
to  wbich  we  belong,  on  account  of  the  ^reat  distance 
many  of  us  livo  froiu  tlie  |il;uc  of  public  worship,  it 
being  almost  seven  miles.  "  The  place  of  public 
worship"  here  referred  to  was  what  is  now  the  Uoi- 
tarian  Cbvreh  at  Canton  Corner.  Tbe  pnyer  of  tbe 
petitioners  was  granted  on  the  day  on  which  it  was 
preferred,  and  thus — what  i.s  nnw  Canton  being  the 
first,  and  what  is  now  £»haron  being  the  second — ^waa 
the  Tbird  Precinct  in  Stongbton  inoorporated.  Tbe 
first  meeting  of  tbe  new  praeinet  waa  bdd  Dae.  12, 
V^3,  at  tbe  boose  of  Capt.  GeKtrge  Talbot.  Capt. 
George  Talbot  was  elected  clerk,  and  he,  with  Sirona 
Stearns  and  Half  Pope,  cunbtituted  the  first  prudential 
eomnittee.  At  tbia  nsaeting  a  Tote  waa  peaoed  to 
raise  forty  poauida  for  pieaehing  "  the  present  jaar 
and  the  year  ensuing  as  far  as  it  will  go,"  At  a 
meeting  held  Decemlier  26ih  it  was  voted  to  build  a 


*  Tbe  taUst  ti  not  lattand  from  lUi  peiat  WheneoapMa 
wbat  fallowi  win  ba  tba  btaloiy. 


Digitized  by  Google 


STOUGHTON. 


396 


Deeting-hoiiae^  finr^-five  by  tbirty^five,  on  land  gtven 

TiiT  the  purpose  by  Daniel  Talbot,  The  chnrcli  was 
incorporate!  Aug.  10,  1744.  About  a  month  later 
a  call  was  extended  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jones  to  become 
pMtor.  The  predoet  Meow  to  have  oonourred  with 
the  ohuToh  only  bo  far  as  to  hire  Mr.  Jones  fbr  thiee 
monthfl.  When  the  church  was  completed  does  not 
appear,  but  it  was  ready  for  a  service  of  baptism  May 
23, 1745.  On  the  6kh  day  of  September  following  it 
wee  vneaiiDoinlj  voted  to  eeU  Mr.  Jede^Beh  Adame, 
of  Braintrce  now  Quincy),  to  the  paRtOiate  of  the 
church,  three  hundred  pounds  old  t^nor  being  al- 
lowed "  for  bis  settling  with  xis,  u&  ulso  for  a  salary, 
yearly,  of  one  handled  and  eighty  powda.'*  Later 
twenty  eords  of  wood  per  year  were  added  to  the 
salar}',  and  it  was  vote'd  that  the  pay  should  vnrv 
with  variances  in  the  price  of  corn  and  meat  in  tlic 
Boston  market.  Mr.  AdauiH'  patttonite  began  Jan. 
5,  1746^  thoo^  the  ordination  did  not  take  place 
nntil  Felmiary  19th. 

There  is  not  very  mucli  to  be  noted  during  the  pas 
torate  of  Mr.  Adams  except  the  general  and  very 
even  prosperity  of  the  precinct.  lo  1765  the  Third 
Pkceiaet  beeaote  the  Seeond,  the  Baoond  heviog  he* 
come  a  separate  town— *ShMOn.  At  a  meeting  held 
April  10,  1782,  move  was  made  for  another  division 
of  the  town,  and  Thomas  Crane,  Maj.  Robert  Sevan, 
Cbpt.  Jedediah  Sonthworth,  Capt.  Peter  Talbot,  and 
Capt  Jamea  Pope  were  appointed  a  ooumittee  to 
cotisult  as  to  the  necewary  mr-asnres  to  he  taken.  By 
their  rocnuiMi(!n>lntions  petiti(H)M  were  [tretiented  to  the 
town  and  tu  the  General  Court,  but  were  refused.  At 
the  aame  meeting  a  eommittee  wea  a|^inted  to  "  in- 
epeet  y*  eendnot  of  y*  people  on  y*  Lord's  days,  and 
call  those  by  name  in  time  of  divine  service,  that  pro- 
fane the  Lord's  day."  If  the  precinct  could  manage  the 
Court  it  could  manage  its  own  members.  The  money 
with  whieh  the  people  now  had  to  deal  was  perplexing 
to  them  ;  one  treasurer's  report  they  were  not  able  to 
underBtaud  until  it  was  translated  into  silver  enrrencv. 
Then  a  balaucu  of  over  twenty-four  hundred  pounds 
beeame  only  thirty-two  pounds,  one  Nlver  dollar  being 
worth  aerenty-fiTe  of  theee  in  eirenlatioB.  In  1786  the 
precinct  received  a  bequest  of  land,  enlarging  the 
church  lot  from  rhristopher  Wadsworth.  At  about 
this  time  a  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  Talbot, 
Jedediah  Sonthworth,  and  Jeehaa  Horae,  leeooi' 
mended  that  for  the  future  the  town  raiso  all  the 
money  for  the  purpoi^e  of  schooling  and  that  none  be 
raised  by  the  precinct.  It  seems  that  in  1792  Mr. 
Adams'  health  b^au  to  fail,  for  it  was  voted  at  the 
ilareh  meeting  of  the  prednet  to  be  in  a  way  to 
eettle  e  minitter.**  On  Hey  28th  it  wee  voted  to  |pve 


Mr.  Bdwaid  Riehmond  a  oall  to  the  work  of  the 

gospel  ministry.  Mr.  Richmond's  letter  of  accept- 
ance  shows  hicn  to  have  been  a  mnn  of  pious  senti- 
ments and  feeble  health.  He  invokes  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  hinaelf  and  people,  and  the  indelgenee  of 
fieqnent  exchanges  in  his  ministry.  The  ordination 
was  appointed  to  take  place  on  tlic  28th  of  November. 
Thanksgiving  being  appointed  on  the  next  day,  the 
ordination  waa  postponed  until  December  5th,  when 
Rev.  Bdward  lUefamoiid  beeame  the  ecdleagoe  of  the 
aged  Mr.  Adams.  Final  settlement  was  not  made 
with  Mr.  Adfltus  until  17'J.">,  wlien  forty  pounds  were 
offered  him  for  a  discharge  in  full  for  bis  services  as 
a  minister.  Though  the  amount  due  him  waa  mueh 
more  than  thia,  yet,   eonaulting  ye  beat  interest  of  ye 

parish,  and  wishinc  to  have  tliem  in  peace  and  har- 
mony," he  .satisfied  himself  with  the  offer.  Mr.  Adams 
lived,  and  was  practically  senior  pastor  uf  the  parish, 
nntil  Feb.  26, 1799.  Then,  in  bia  alghty-ninth  year, 
and  the  fifty-third  of  his  pastorate,  occurred  his  death. 
Having  received  the  honors  of  Harvard  University  in 
1733,  and  having  constantly  added  by  "  natural  inijuis- 
itiveoess"  to  his  store,  be  must  haTe  eerved  bis  charge 
with  a  hige  knowledge,  as  well  ae  with  a  pare  ebar« 
acter.  tlis  colleague  wrote  of  him  at  the  lime  of  bif 
deaili  •'  (''institutionally  mild  and  benevolent,  lie  was 
easily  lormed  to  a  candid  and  liberal  mode  ut  think- 
ing. Hia  manneTB  aoft,  modeaCf  and  unamnming,  re* 
ceived  the  finiahing  toneh  of  genuine  politeneaa.  It 
may  he  tnilv  said  of  him  that  he  was  Icnrncd  without 
pedantry,  jKilife  witlnml  afTcctatton,  moral  without 
austerity,  pious  without  superstition,  and  devout  with- 
out  entbnaiaam.** 

It  is  a  pity  that  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Adama 
v.n  r><,.rcJi  record  was  kept  so  as  to  be  now  available; 
ouly  the  incorporation  of  the  church,  and  the  first 
ohorch  eorenaot,  the  covenant  of  (be  Congregational 
Cbnrehes  in  general,  with  the  names  of  twentj-fimr 
fligneis,  ere  fai  the  old  oburch  book.  The  ehurch 
record,  as  prewrved,  really  begins  with  the  call  of 
Bev.  Mr.  Richmond,  dated  May  28,  1792.  In  17Ud 
Lieut.  Roger  Sumner  and  Lieut.  John  Holmes  were 
chosen  deaeona  of  the  drarah.  In  1799,  probably  on 
the  incorporation  of  Canton,  the  .second  precinct  ho- 
catnc  the  parish  in  Stou<rhtiin.  In  1TB7  the  treas- 
urer's report  is  for  the  fir»i  time  in  dollars  and  oeots. 
The  ehureh  is  looking  after  absentees,  and  elothing 
those  uniible  suitably  to  clothe  themselves  for  attend- 
ance upon  divine  service.  Now  denominational  difficul- 
ties begin  to  arise,  the  Methodists  claiming  the  money 
of  some  t«zablea  in  the  regular  precinct  church.  A 
movenent  is  made  fbr  the  proteetioo  of  the  eooient 
bnttoowood-tieee  etiU  standing  on  the  drarob  green. 
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Tbofl  early  the  spirit  of  the  "  Improvement  Society" 
•ppettrs.    A  church  member,  Jeremiah  Vr»se.  is  dealt 
with  mercifully  for  intoxication  and  profanity.    At  ^ 
the  parish  meeting  » tnaa  is  ebecen  "  to  see  that  the  '■ 
women  stow  ctott  id  the  aeatiio  thetneeUng-honaeon 
Sunday." 

In  17!^^  and  171*I>  n  xut  W3«i  had  to  l;iw  hy  other 
deuomiuutions,  Meiliudi^ts  and  Bnptista,  to  secure  the 
nonaiy  of  aome  taxea  in  the  pariah  ehureh.  Dr. 
Peter   Adams,   Capt.  Samuel  Talbot,  Capt.  John 
Popf,    Mr.    Saiiiucl    Slii'jiliard,   and    Lieut.  Jidni 
Atherton  were  cboecn  to  defend  the  parish.    Their  ; 
defenae  eeeina  to  have  been  successful,  only  aa  nraoh  j 
heing  allowed  these  other  deooniimtione  as  the  oom- , 
mittee  on  public  worship  wa«  willing  to  allow.    In  i 
1?^00,  Mr,  Kichmnnd,  rcinitKlicLr  the  parish  uf  the  ile- 
prcciation  in  the  value  ol'  money  since  his  settlement, 
aska  with  maDliocaa  and  modeacj  for  aii  ioorease  in  I 
his  salary.   Id  spite  of  this  request  die  aalerj  was 
not  permanently  advanced  until  1816,  thou^.;h  from 
year  to  yr-ar  money  was  voted  him  in  addition  to  it. 
In  18(»1  a  new  meetiug-houso  began  to  be  talked 
about.   It  was  diffioalt  for  the  parish  to  agree  as  to 
the  house,  and  before  ISOf),  when  the  job  was  given  [ 
into  the  liamls  uf  Mr.  Ikielimond.  builder,  of  Middlf- 
borough,  the  pews  were  sold  three  times.    The  fourth 
sale  stood,  and  plans  were  made  for  a  house  fifty-  ' 
eight  hy  ftfty-eight  feet,  to  be  built  at  a  cost  of  seven  j 
thomand  five  kuadied  dolhin.    A  quarter  of  an  ; 
acre  of  land  Was  now  given  the  parish  by  Mrs. 
Abigail,  widow  of  Lemuel  Drake.    Upon  this  the 
mam  body  of  the  ehoreh  dow  etands,  the  iDOst 
of  the  former  bequest  by  Lieut.  Daniel  Talbot 
being  included  in  the  yard  in  front  of  the  church. 
The  church  lot,  eoniaining  one  acre  and  twtMit}' 
three  rods,  was  now  complete.    In  18U2  the  sing- 
ing of  the  psalm  or  hymn,  "io  separate  parts," 
by  the  deacon  at  the  service  of  communion  waa  dis- 
cnnfiiimHl,    ariil    the    rcjiilar    ^injer^" — the  present 
musical  society — were  invited  to  assist  at  such  service. 
In  18011  the  church  stopped  after  sacramental  lecture, 
and  reoeived  from  Mr.  Ephraioi  Copdand,  of  BoMod, 
"  so  elegant  quarto  Bible  for  the  use  of  the  sanctuary. 
It  was  then  voted  that  in  futnrc  a  portion  of  iwcred 
Scripture  be  read  as  a  book  of  publick  worship."  In 
1805  the  pariA  reosiTed  a  ftrm,  the  bequeat  of 
Lemuel  Drake.   This  property  ia  still  held  by  the 
society,  and  is  known  as  the  Cheninti,'  lot.    In  180C, 
July  2d,  .3d,  and  4fh,  the  nie.  tin house  was  raised. 
In  1807  the  bell  and  clock  were  placed,  and  it  was 
Toted  that  the  bell  should  be  rung,  as  now,  at  nine 
o'dook  Sunday  momiogn  tat  regular  church  serrioee, 
and  tolled  on  the  death  of  nwmben  of  the  parish.  In 


1808,  Rev.  Nehemiah  Coye  (Methodist)  demanded  the 
taxes  of  members  of  the  parifsh  It  wa.s  finally  voted 
that  the  taxes  of  Stephen  Briggs  and  Jacob  Mook  be 
paid  over  to  said  Coye,  and  that  the  taxes  of  thene 
gentlemen  he  nnutted,  nnd  they  he  left  out  of  the 
parish  bills  in  the  future  so  long  as  they  remain  steady 
members  of  the  Methodist  society,  and  help  <?npp>rt 
a  regular  Methodist  minister.  In  this  yuar  the  church 
passed  «  vote  inviting  the  sisters  to  stop  when  any 
l»iiMness  was  to  be  transacted  after  divine  service. 
'J'liis  couiteay  seems  almo<>t  to  have  heen  imluee<l  by 
service  rendered.  The  ladies  had  made  a  generous 
contribution  toward  furnishing  and  trimming  the  new 
pulpit  The  church  was  fbnnally  accepted  by  the 
parish  Msy  23d,  and  dedicated  June  '2d.  Before  the 
dedication  it  wa.s  dc-sirahle  that  the  izreen  <IiouM  re- 
ceive attention.  It  was  voted  that  the  people  be 
notified  when  to  work,  that  the  work  be  dwie  gntb, 
and  that  the  parish  he  at  the  coat  of  their  grog." 
About  this  time  it  was  voted  "  to  give  up  the  pews 
over  the  wtosterly  stairs  to  the  blacks  nr  people  of 
color  until  March."  For  several  years,  now,  things 
go  on  pleasantly  and  prosperously.  In  1813  a  semion 
of  Mr.  Ricbtnottd's  was  asked  for  publkatioo,  sind  a 

cfiniinitlep  was  appointi'd  to  Li.>'k  him  not  to  preach 
politics  iu  the  pulpit  either  on  Sundays  or  days  of 
thanksgiving  or  fasting.  In  1815  Watts'  Hymu- 
Book  was  displaced  by  Belknap's.  In  1816  the 
society  seems,  for  the  first  time,  to  have  a  stove  for 
the  church, — a  present  from  William  .\u'-tin.  Ta 
December,  1816,  diffioulliea  growing  beyond  hope  of 
adjustment,  Mr.  Richmond  sent  in  his  Icuer  of  nn^ 
nation.  The  resson  fbr  this  action  was,  lie  said,  tbsi 
it  had  long  been  evident  that  the  labors  of  others 
were  more  acceptable."  It  is  doubtless  true  that  some 
ul  his  parishioners  desired  a  change  iu  the  pastorate, 
yot  this  desire  cannot  have  been  as  genetvl  as  he 
imagined.  But  a  short  lime  before  twenty  pounds  had 
been  permanently  addtnl  to  his  salary,  ami  now  his 
resignation  was  accepted  reluctantly, — ai  thehrst  vote 
it  was  not  accepted.  Finally  a  committee,  appointed 
to  consult  with  Mr.  Richmond,  **  with  great  reloct- 
an>'( "  advised  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation,  and 
hi'  was  .li-missed.  The  conneil  which  was  called  to 
ratify  hi^  dismission,  expressions  of  the  societj  re- 
corded and  traditionary,  together  with  aneh  works  of 
his  as  are  now  avtihtbte,  bear  teatimony  that  he  was  « 
man  of  character  and  ability.  Whatever  dissntis* 
faction  exi.sted  was  not  on  ncoonnt  of  these  things. 
Neither  was  it  on  acoouiit  of  Mr.  Richmond's  the- 
ology,  though  in  the  nnsettled  condition  of  opinion 
in  those  times  there  may  hnve  been  some  who  otjaeted 
to  him  on  this  score.  The  oppoHtion  was  diieiy 
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political,  wiihout  Joulit.  :ind  liaJ  been  growing  sioce 
t>H'  'inie  wlion  lie  was  u^kt'd  t>o\  to  fircach  politics, 
January'  liitli  Mr.  Kiuliuiuii«l's  pajstorate  cituie  tu  an 
end.  In  September  of  the  nne  yeur,  Mr.  Ebeneier 
Gay,  of  Walpole«  ireB  called ;  afier  lODe  discussion 
and  viiriation  of  the  coTllliti^ln^  of  the  ensp.  Mr.  Gay 
accepted  it,  and  was  uniaiiied  Jan.  7,  1818.  Thu 
church  voted  that  Btraugcrs  of  regular  atanding  in 
uoj  deoMnimtiott  be  invited  to  euj  to  eonrnmnioD. 
In  May,  1819,  the  church  voted  it  "  inexpedieot  >nj 
lonjier  to  require  of  cundtdat<'s  fur  atimts«ion  a  par- 
ticular ooofesMOD  oi  antecedent  iwmoratitiee."  There 
me  no  artide  w  the  iramnt  Ibis  year  to  "  see  if  it 
in  the  wiD  of  tbe  parieb  that  Mr.  Thiddeai  Pomroj  be 
debarred  from  preaching  again  in  the  nieeting-house 
in  Stou^hton  until  he  makes  niknowlpd'^mt'Tit  for 
ODce  and  again  insulting  and  disturbing  the  ^ociity  in 
aaid  boMe.*' 

In  1820  diaeetif faction  with  Rev.  Mr.  Gay  begins 
to  -ippear.  RepraitJ  endeavors  were  made  to  have 
hitu  dismissed  until  1822,  when  conditions  were  made 
with  him  and  his  pastorate  immediately  terminated. 
Tbe  reaMO  for  dientiBfiMtion  was  bis  strict  Cdvinism. 
OppositioD  to  liberal  views  wss  osrried  so  far  aoder 
him  that  formal  complaints  were  mad**  atrninst  those 
who  revealed  sympathies  for  Methodism,  and  a  Uni- 
vennllst,  Mr.  Sannel  Bird,  was  ezeonimonieated. 
The  dbnreb  was  not  used  to  sudi  sevcie  bterpretsp 
tions  and  applications  of  theolo^iy.  Accordin<;  to 
those  whose  opinion  is  of  worth  in  the  matter,  it  had 
inherited  no  such  theology  from  the  mother  church, 
now  the  Unitarian  in  Canton.  The  int  pastor,  a 
member  of  the  liberal  Adams  family  in  Quinc} ,  and 
predisposed,  as  Dr.  liicl.iiiond  linti  >liM\vn  u.-^  froin  liis 
very  make  up,  to  a  candid  and  liberal  mode  oi 
thinking,"  did  not  certainly  cultivate  in  the  church 
any  eneh  views.  And  Dr.  Richmond  himself  wss 
liberal,  becoming  afterward'',  if'li  was  not  now,  a  pro- 
fessed Unitarian.  The  ehurc-h  had  not  been  u.'^ed  tu 
•neb  theology  as  that  presented  by  Mr.  Gay.  That 
was  ibe  resson,  donhtlen,  why  he  wss  dropped  so 
qniekiy.  And  that  be  was  tbns  dropped  is  another 
evidence  that  the  church  had  not  been  schooled  to 
such  views.  In  1821  seventy  eii:ht  members  were 
reported  as  iugoodaod  regular  standing  in  tbe  cbureb. 
On  July  3, 1822,  nine  of  these  were  present  at  a 
meeUng  at  which  a  majority  of  seven  voted  to  sepa- 
rate thcmKclves  "  and  hold  public  worship  in  .such 
place.H  as  Providence  nia_v  tVuiu  time  to  lime  direct." 
These,  with  others  who  were  gathered  to  them,  and 
led  by  Rev.  Mr.  Oay,  llisi  bold  their  asrvices  in  s  hsU 
over  what  is  BOW  Swia's  store,  comer  of  Washington 
and  Wyman  Straata^  and  were  the  beginniqg  of  tbe 


pr«;ent  Conirre^ationali.st  fJOeietv  in  this  town.  Mr. 
tia}  carried  the  ehareli  records  with  him  to  his  new 
movement.  They  were  recuvured  some  years  after- 
wards  by  the  First  Church.  It  was  some  time  after  tbe 
separation  before  the  pip-ish  settled  upon  a  iiastor. 
There  seems  to  have  been  a  short  pastorate,  br^-inning 
in  182-1  and  continuing  a  little  past  the  annual  parish 
meeting,  in  1825,  which  has  fouod  no  mention  on 
onr  tablet.  The  minister  wss  Mr.  Bphnim  Raodall. 
During  this  time  some  who  hsd  fstme  away  showed  a 
di-po.Mtion  to  return,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
contcr  with  them.  A  vote  was  passed  in  1^25  to 
raise  ibrse  bnndred  dollam  for  tbe  ensniug  year,  three* 
fonrtbs  to  be  for  Unitarian  and  one-fimrth  for  Univstw 
Halist  preachinj:.  In  182fi  it  was  voted  to  have  eight 
months  Unitarian  and  four  month.s  Universalist 
preaching.  In  1827  it  was  voted  to  inform  the  Uni. 
tarisn  sasodstioD  of  "  tbe  pennilsss  condition  of  the 
church,"  and  ask  for  help.  October  8th,  Mr.  Wm. 
L.  Stearns  wa>  invited  to  settle  over  the  pari>li  for 
five  years,  at  lour  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  year. 
Mr.  Stearns  accepted  the  call,  and  was  ordained  No- 
vember 21st  Tbe  next  year  tbe  parish  reedved  help 
to  the  amount  of  one  bondfsd  sod  fifty  dollars  from 
the  Kvangelical  Mii<Monary  Society.  For  the  first 
time  apparently  the  church  was  iosored  this  year, — 
smonot,  three  tboossnd  dollsrs.  On  Dec  13,  1830, 
a  vote  wss  psssed  to  dismiss  Rev.  Mr.  Stearas  fiom 
the  pastorate,  his  religious  sentiments  not  agreeing 
witli  till'  majority  of  the  society."  Mr.  Stesirns  was 
Luitarian,  ii)e  prevailing  sentiment  was  Universalist, 
and  Rev.  Maseena  B.  Ballou,  who  still  lives  in  town, 
and  who  had  been  invited  to  the  pastorate  before  Mr. 
Stearn.s'  M'ttleineiit,  was  ajraiii  called,  and  iinmedi.-itely 
became  pastor.  The  Unitarians  now  separated  them- 
selves from  the  parish,  and  started  a  society  of  their 
own.  It  wss  not  long,  however,  before  tbey  were 
back  in  the  old  church.  The  history  of  the  parish 
under  Mr.  Ballou's  administration  nhows  stendy  pros- 
perity. In  1832  a  new  bell  was  purchased,  Lemuel 
Gay,  JonatbMi  LinHeld,  and  Wm.  S.  Beloher  being 
the  committee  to  obuin  it  In  1834,  voted  that  the 
inhabitants  of  East  Stoughton  have  their  proportion 
of  the  preachin','.  .\pril  'S.i.  ^H'iH,  a  new  and  dis- 
tinctively liuivcr&alibt  covenant,  or  ''church  agree- 
ment," WSS  sdq»ted,  and  shortly  after  n  eonstitnfwm 
for  the  government  of  the  church.  Atotber  Robert 
Porter,  Jr.,  and  Brother  Albert  Johnson  were  eleeted 
deacons. 

In  1830  the  church  devotes  the  interest  of  its 
fnnds  to  tbe  pnrehase  of  a  8vnday<eehool  Kbnuty.  At 
this  time  fiily-three  members  had  joined  the  chnrdi 
and  signed  the  oovenant   In  1840  the  cbmeh  gave 


Digitized  by  Google 


398 


HI8T0RT  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTT,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


its  fmid  of  two  hutidreJ  and  forty-four  dollarti  to  help 
paj  &  little  parinli  debt.    In  1841  Deacon  Juhnson 
re4Uested  dUmiasion  from  the  deaconate,  and  Thomas 
Ctpeii  wu  elected  in  his  plaee.   Id  the  neai  jeer,  on 
motion  of  Aman  Sontliiittr^  ■  TOle  was  poseed  open- 
in"  t})e  house  to  temperance  meetings  when  it  phoulil 
be  suugbt  for  them.    In  1843  candidates  were  elected  | 
to  G«o«nl  Conveotimi,  and  the  ehareh  b^ao  to  fed 
the  stiength  of  nenhemhip  in  a  hitgw  otganiiation. 
In  1848  the  parish  found  itself  strong  enough  to  re- 
model ^the  church,  at  an  oxppfi«e  nf  fiftwn  hundred 
dollarti.    The  upper  part  was  finished  off  to  hold 
meetingi  in,  and  the  Testry,  ealled  from  that  time 
Chemung  Hall,  was  created.    This  year  the  pews  be- 
gan to  lio  let  at  aui'tiim.    Tii  ISHn,  as  lie  writes  at 
the  time,  "  after  an  agreeable  and  happy  connection 
of  twenty-two  years,"  Mr.  Ballou  cloaed  his  pastorate 
with  the  parish.   The  reaaon  fi»r  hia  withdrawal  waa 
poor  health.    The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
resolutions  in  view  of  Mr  T^nllou's  ri;.'<i;2nation  bore 
unqualified  testimony  to  \m  uaefulnesa  in  the  minis- 
try, uud  hia  manly,  Cbtiatian  eooduet  everywhere. 
In  their  loaa  of  a  paator,  they  had  the  beet  comfort 
poniUe  to  them,  io  the  fact  tlmt  the  friend  would  re-  | 
main  with  th^m, — their  n('ii:lil)or  .'-till  and  fellow-  ' 
worker.    Eighty-four  years  old,  Mr.  Ballou  is  Btill  a  ' 
▼aloed  member  of  the  parish,  interested  a»  ever  in  its  | 
work,  and  comforted  by  its  fiiith.   In  1854,  Rev.  J. 
W.  Dcnni.s  waa  called  to  the  pastorate.    Brother  Al- 
bert Johnson  wn.s  chosen  deacon,  and  it  was  voted  to 
oelebrate  couiruuuioa  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month.  ; 
In  l8ftS,  Mr.  Dennis  seems  to  have  been  kept  from 
his  pnlpit  by  Kickncss.    A  record  m  the  parish  book 
i^  wmetliinL'  of  an  index  to  the  feelinir  wliit  h  cxistfid 
toward  him  at  the  time.    Au  article  was  in  the  war- 
rant "  to  see  if  the  parish  will  authorise  their  treas- 
arer  to  pay  Rev.  J.  W.  Bennia  bis  sahiiy  for  the  qnar- 
ter  ending  June  30th.     Voted  '^fa'  nnanimoiifh/."  ] 
In  1S56  movement  was  first  made  for  an  organ.   On  | 
the  oommittce  appointed  over  this  buMnet»8  were  j 
Jesse  Holmee,  James  Hill,  Jr.,  Alanson  Belcher,  I 
Jamea  Athertrm,  Luther  Lieach,  James  Swan,  Albert  { 
Dickcrmun.  S.  W.  Haydeu,  and  Wm.  S-  Belclier.  I 
The  organ  was  not  procured  until  the  next  year,  and 
the  final  report  of  the  committee,  rejoicing  iu  the 
liberaUty  of  the  parish  and  exnltini;  chiefly  in  the  fact 
"that  now  the  origan  sj  oaks  fi  r  it-elf,"'  was  not  made 
until  1858,     Si^  ;nlil\    Ljamin'i,  ^jiiiituallv  nn<J  nifito- 
riallv,  nathiiig  ut  piirticuiar  note  took  place  until  1863, 
when  Mr.  Dennis,  on  account  of  sicknesa,  banded  iu  < 
his  resignation.   Though  willing  to  grant  all  necea- 
saiy  time  for  the  treatment  of  hia  troublea,  the  parish 
waa  not  willing  to  aooept  hia  resignation.  They  did  ' 


not  accept  it.     Even  though  they  buriixl  him  liefon} 
the  end  of  the  year,  they  never  mempted  hw  rmi^o»- 
tioD.    They  hold  bim  among  them  now,  and  be  worka 
for  them,  making  them  better  when  thtj  thinlc  ef 
bim.    In  1864  Rev.  A.  St  John  G^mkr6  hec&me 
pastor.    Ill  1SG5  the  afternoon  ^«erv!<•e  was  dropped 
and  the  Sunday-school  was  held  at  the  hour  devoted 
to  it*  The  tneeesi  of  Mr.  CbambrtV  paaiotBta  at  tbis 
stage  appears  in  the  improTed  state  of  th«  flonnoes  ef 
the  parish.    From  twelve  hundred  dollars  the  first 
year  the  minister's  salary  was  f'a.«ity  ailranced  to  two 
thousand  the  third,  and  in  the  sixth  ^1870)  the  par- 
ish waa  able  to  remodel  ila  ebnreh  at  a  cent  of  over 
eleven  thousand  dollara.    This  amount  was  paid 
within  a  little  over  two  thotisand  dollars  when  the 
work  was  done,  and  the  parish  found  itself  in  posses- 
sion of  a  most  comfortable,  appropriate,  and  beaatifol 
temple  of  worship.    The  eommittoe  who  bad  this 
work  in  charge  were  composed  of  the  follxwint:  jen- 
tlemeii ;  Luther  S.  Leach,  Horace  N.Tucker,  Kobert 
Porter,  Jr.,  Jamos  Atberton,  J.  F.  Ellis,  Ueurj 
Ward,  Rev.  Mr.  Chambrfi.   In  1872,  by  the  death 
of  the  derfc,  the  pariah  lost  its  oiganiaation,  and  ap* 
peal  had  to  be  made  to  a  justice  before  a  mcoiir.;.' 
conltl  be  called.    Mr.  Chambr«5  restgnwl  hi>  {.:i>trir.)i< 
April  1st  of  tbis  year,  after  nine  years  ol  able  and  suc- 
eeasfnl  servioe.   In  highly  eulogistio  resolntiona  the 
parish  has  put  oD  record  its  appreciation  of  him  and 
bis  service.    In  1873  Joseph  K.  Masson,  while  yet  a 
sfiii'lent.  was  railed  to  the  pastorate.    No  event  of  par- 
titulur  luuuieiit  uiarks  the  period  uf  liia  stay.  Voung, 
inexperienced  aa  the  new  minister  waa,  hia  ability  was 
yet  equal  to  holding  the  society  np  to  the  high  stan- 
dard to  whidi  it  liaJ  been  raised,  until,  in  J  875,  he 
was  reluctantly  surrendered  to  a  persistent  society  in 
Conneetiout.   In  April  following  Rev.  H.  B.  Smith 
was  unsnimonsly  invited  to  the  pastorate^  With 
good  ability  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  people, 
the  promise  of  Mr.  Smith'.'*  fiuecess  seeined  bright. 
By  h'u  efforts,  apparently,  the  parish  mcmberbhip  waa 
connderably  increased.    He  rendered  the  aocie^ 
good  servioe  in  raising  the  debt  of  ahont  diraa  thou- 
sand dollars  in  1879.    On  account  of  domestic  trouble,  ' 
however,  he  was  obltErcd  to  rcsiirn  in  November  nf  this  ■ 
year.    Tiie  troubles  of  the  minister  were  the  misfor-  '■ 
tone  of  the  sooiety  as  well,  and  this,  with  two  years 
of  oandidating  and  the  loss  of  a  few  iitruni;  iiK-n  by 
dcnth.  mnterialiy  depleted  its  strenijtli.     With  <^<>n<] 
congregations  and  a  large  Sunday-school,  it  is  yet 
strong,  however,  and  bopee  for  farther  growtlt.  Xb« 
pastor  is  Rev.  C.  R.  Tenney,  nettled  Sept.  1, 1888. 

Among  names  prominent  throngb  all  the  history  of 
the  society,  and  still  oonneeted  with  ii,  are  Atherton, 


Digitized  by  Google 


STOUGUTON. 


399 


Monk,  and  Tatbot.  Tha  flist  clerk  of  church  and 
pnri^h  was  u  Tulbot.  The  present  derk  of  the  parish, 
who  has  held  the  office  with  one  short  break  since 
1845,  w  Jabei  Talbot,  of  tbs  nne  ftuily.  Very 
early  oliber  namei  appaar,  among  whidi  an  Capeo, 
South  worth,  Gay,  Bird,  Drake,  Swan,  Johnson,  Wale;*, 
Belcher,  rToImcp,  Crane,  and  Paul.  Thfsc  namfs  liavc 
given  the  parish  ita  prosperity.  It  Hurely  shall  not 
waot  proeperity  white  they  remaiB. 

The  records  of  the  parish  arc-  the  main  Bouroe  of 
this  sketch.    Tlie.ie  records  Itavt-  been  remarkably 
well  kept  by  the  following  list  of  clerks :  George  TaU  ^ 
hot,  sQoceeded  in  1746  by  Capt.  Preserved  Capcn ;  ! 
meoeeded  in  1768  by  David  Oapao ;  miooeeded  in  > 
1769  by  BeDjamin  Bird;  suci otdcJ  in  1770  by 
Robert  Capen  ;  succeeded  in  1771  hy  David  Capen ;  ' 
succeeded  in  1790  by  Andrew  Capen ;  succeeded  in  ; 
1793  by  Peter  Adams;  aaeoeeded  in  1797  by  Seth 
Morton ;  anooeeded  in  1800  by  Abram  Capen ;  soe- 
ceeded  in   1 805  by  Jedediah  Atherton ;  succeeded 
the  Hame  year  by  Seth  Morton;  i^ucooeded  in  18U7 
by  George  Monk ;  succeeded  in  1808  by  Richard  ^ 
Tklbot;  aneoeeded  in  1810  by  Jonathan  Battlea; ' 
sacoeeded  in  lsli2  by  Solomon  Talbot;  succeeded  in 
1*^14  by  John  Tnv;  snecpedr^d  in  ISIO  liv  Elii;ib 
Atherton;  succeeded  in  ISIS  \,y  Abuer  Drake;  suc- 
ceeded in  1821  by  Jcremiiih  Cupcn;  soeoeeded  in  ; 
1822  by  lamol  Oaild;  aaeoeeded  in  1823  by  Elijah  ' 
Atherton;  hucceeded  in  1826  by  JaflMB  Swan;  suc- 
ceeded in  1  RI'O  by  Abini  Pnrtcr;  f<ncr*eeded  in  18.31 
by  Earn  Talbot;  succeeded  in  1845  by  Jabes  Talbot, 
Jr. ;  aaeoeeded  in  1867  by  F.  B.  Upham ;  aueoeeded  ' 
m  1871  by  Luther  Leach ;  snooeeded  in  187S  by  Jabei  . 

Talbot.  .Ir. 

Congregational  Church.' — The  present  chnreh 
organisation  is  the  result  of  a  division  in  the  old 
ohnroh,  wbieh  occurred  in  1822.   At  this  time  a  ! 
majority  of  the  society  and  a  minority  of  the  church 
bfcaine  int<*rp<^fe(l  in  rnii.iriaii  and  Universalist  doc- 
trines.   The  majority  uf  the  church  holdinir  to  the  ' 
ofthodox  faith  withdrew,  and  thus  left  the  property  ' 
hi  the  poaaeauon  of  the  other  perty.   We  And  the  I 
early  records  filled  with  the  aoeonntof  this  separation 
and  the  wntri:iVLr>ir><  fbat  ijrow  out  of  it.  Thi.s, 
however,  is  now  only  a  matter  of  historical  interest  to  i 
either  society,  and  they  ekiat  ride  by  lide  «ith  the  I 
vtmoat  good  feefing.  | 

The  following  is  a  li.st  of  pastors  of  the  old  ohureh 
before  the  separation  in  1^22  : 

Bev.  Thomas  Junes,  of  Dorvlu^Mtt.r,  was  called  to  | 
the  pastorate  Sept.  1, 1744.   flis  stay  could  not  have 

1  Bjr  Jtov.  C.  U  Rotdi. 


been  over  one  year,  and  it  doee  not  appear  that  he  was 

ever  installed. 

Kev.  Jedediah  Adams  was  called  U)  the  pastorate 
Sept.  6,  1745,  and  installed  Jan.  31, 1746. 

Rev.  Edward  Richmond  was  called  to  the  pastorate 
May  2R,  17'.)2,  installed  Dec.  5,  1792,  and  was  die. 
niis.scd,  at  his  request,  Jan.  5,  1817. 

iiev.  Ebcnezcr  Gay  was  called  to  the  pastorate 
Sept  21, 1817,  installed  Jan.  7, 1818,  oootintied  in 
office  until  the  separation,  in  1822,  when  he  waSTCigll* 
larly  di.^mi.>.^-d.  and  then  ministerad  to  the  orthodox 
party  for  some  time. 

There  were  seventy  cight  membets  of  the  ehumh 
in  1821,  one  year  before  the  separatiein,  tweDty-seven 
males  and  fifty-one  females. 

Nathan  Drake  and  Samuel  Tolman  were  deacons  of 
the  church,  and  remained  with  the  orthodox  party 
after  the  sepantton. 

The  cbnrcb  met  July  1, 1822,  and  appdnted  a  day 
of"  fastin;:,  liuniiliation.and  prayer"  on  accotint  uf  the 
difficulties  of  their  situation.  It  was  ai.so  voted  at 
this  time  to  oall  a  council  to  advise  in  regard  to  the 
dismiarion  of  the  pastor  and  the  aettkraent  tit  the  diffi* 
culties  which  threatened  sadi  efil  to  the  dinreb.  At 
the  close  of  the  puViIio  religious  services  of  this  day 
of  fasting,  a  meeting  of  the  church  was  called  at  the 
heose  of  the  pastor,  at  wbieh  the  following  motioo, 
bronght  ftrward  by  Oeaeon  Drake  and  laid  upon  the 
table  at  a  former  meeting,  was  passed,  seven  TOting 
in  the  affirmative  and  two  in  the  negative: 

In  consequence  of  the  exertions  which  have  been 
made  of  late,  by  certain  persons  in  this  place,  to  d^ 
prive  US  of  the  eojoynent  of  gospel  priTlleges  end  the 
di!*pen<jation  of  those  doctrines  whii'h  arc  according 
to  our  belief  and  profession,  in  separating  from  us  our 
P(e8ent  pastor ;  and  this  with  the  proposed  design  to 
auhstitnte  in  the  room  thereof  a  more  liberal  and 
loose  kind  of  preaching  I  Be  it  Voted  bv  this  obtttoh 
that  it  is  expedient  for  us  to  a-wriate  and  form  our- 
selves into  a  religious  society,  with  ci-ruin  other  per- 
sons in  thisplaes  who  may  be  di»po!>ed  to  unite  with 
us  for  the  purpose  of  maiotaininir  the  gospel  eooord^ 
ing  to  the  principles  and  practices  of  our  forefathers, 
who  came  to  this-  cr,untry  fnr  the  saki-  of  o.^stablisliiog 
a  church  founded  upon  Christ  and  Hiui  crucified  j 
and  of  maintainiog  and  defending  the  doettine  of 
grace,  and  that  we  henceforth  hold  piiblie  WOtship  in 
such  places  as  Providence  may  from  time  to  time 
direct."  A  council  wa.H  called  which  approved  the 
action  of  the  church,  while  regretting  that  difficultieii 
had  artoen  reoderiog  the  division  oeeeasary.  We 
ftnd  at  this  tiiiie  that  Dr.  Watte*  Mo  and  EfynDs" 
were  reiniroduoed. 
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Thi^  church  flrst  met  for  worship  at  tlif  home 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Ha^'ward,  duw  Mr.  ijwau'a  store. 
**  There  in  an  upper  room  the  ehiinh  MA  their  int 
oommunion  ifter  Ibe  sepintion,  and  tbere  tbdr  be- 
loved pastor  preached  to  ihciu  his  farewell  sermon 
from  Acta  xx.  25."  After  a  few  months  they  met  for 
worship  io  "  a  commodious  hall"  in  the  storo  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  WilUan  Holbroofc.  Hefe  tbej  oonUnned 
until  their  tn  w  (  havcb  was  biftik  Mui  dedicated  Juoc 
1,  1R2.').  The  dedicat«>ry  wnnori  was  preached  by 
Rev.  Kbenezer  Gay,  the  church  never  having  been  in 
a  ooadiUoQ  to  settle  a  new  pastor.  The  church  re- 
oord  tbeir  gratitude  to  tbe  neighboriog  nsinisten  and 
churchcfl,  innl  ulso  to  theDoneHtic  Mi.s.sioimry  Society 
for  financial  aid.  They  wore  b!e.«sed  with  tlie  lultors 
of  a  Qumber  of  devuted  uiinisiterH.  Among  these  was 
Mr.  Job  Cuabmao,  durin*;  whose  labors  tbe  ebureb 
was  bleseed  witb  "  a  amall  revival,  but  boweverraull, 
a  greater  one  tban  wia  ever  known  in  the  town  be- 
fore." 

Rev.  Calvin  Park,  D.D.,  wa.s  invited  to  supply  the 
pulpit  in  May,  1825,  and  in  October  of  tbe  same  year 
was  called  to  the  pustorate,  which  invitation  he  ac- 
cepted. A  council  was  called  H  r  liis  iii^tiillatiuii,  ;iii(l 
convened  Dec.  13,  182G.  This  wa^  an  exceedingly 
large  and  able  council,  oonetating  of  eighteen  churchua. 
Ill  this  inetallation  Rev.  John  Fergoioo,  of  Bust  At- 
tleboro',  made  the  introductory  prayer ;  Rev.  Dr.  Em- 
mond,  of  Franklin,  prcin  lu  d  tlic  sermon  ;  Rev.  Rich- 
ard S.  Storrs,  of  Braintrec,  made  the  installing  prayer; 
Rev.  ipiiha  Fiefa,  of  Wmtbam,  gave  tbe  ebarge  to 
the  pastor ;  Rev.  Eboneaer  BurgOM,  of  Dedban,  gave 
tbe  right  hand  of  fellow.ship,  and  Rev.  William  Cogs- 
well made  tbe  nddress  to  the  p<>ople. 

Tbe  weekly  prayer-meeting,  to  be  held  in  ditiereut 
parts  of  tbe  society,  was  instituted  bj  vote  of  tlje 
eburoh  March  25.  1827.  On  May  13tb  of  the  same 
year  tin-  Saliliatli-.sohijnl  was  oponnd  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Toluiaii  cliobtn  aa  the  first  .superintendent.  He  hav- 
ing declined  to  serve,  the  paKtor  wai9  elected  Oct.  15, 
1829.  The  ebureb  adopted  the  articles  of  faitb  and 
covenant  of  the  church  of  Dedham  instead  of  that 
ttuder  which  they  were  originally  orgaotied. 

The  church  voted,  Nov.  20,  1831,  to  hold  a  pro- 
tracted meeting.  Those  meetings  were  wdl  attended, 
and  resulted  in  great  good.  Thirty  pctsooB  seen  to 
bave  united  with  the  church  as  the  result  of  those 
meetings.  The  church  took  the  following  action  on 
temperaooe  July  19, 1832  :  "  As  the  frienda  of  God 
are  at  tbe  present  time  making  great  efforts  to  pre- 
vent tlie  use  of  distilled  liquors,  and  believing  the  use 
of  them  as  a  drink  is  a  Mti  apiinst  God  suiJ  cs.'^ontially 
bnrtful  to  the  best  interesta  of  man,  both  temforal 


and  spiritual,  \vc  do  as  a  church  hereby  snU'tntily  n- 
aolve  that  we  will  abstain  wholly  from  tbe  use  of 
them,  except  as  a  medidne ;  that  we  viU  not  pronie 
tbem  eitber for eompanyi or  for  those  who  maybe 
engu<7ed  in  our  employment,  and  that  we  will  make 
exertionn  to  !;uppre«s  both  th(<  use  and  the  traflleof 
tliem  throughout  the  comuiuuity.*' 

Dr.  Pork  resigned  tbe  pastontoflbe  May  24, 1840, 
but  at  the  r(>quest  of  the  ebureb  he  oontioued  with 

tbrm  until  bis  suereysor  wns  chosen. 

At  a  council  held  Nov.  4,  18-10,  Dr.  Park  wasdis- 
mi^d,  and  Rev.  Uenry  Eddy,  who  had  been  oalled 
by  the  cbnrchi  was  installed.  Seven  dturehea  ipifeed 
in  this  council.  In  the  installing  services,  Rev.  Paul 
Cuuch,  of  North  Brid<j;ewnter,  made  the  introductory 
prayer.  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  of  Braloiree, 
preaebed  tbe  sermon.  Bev.  Calvin  Hitdioodc,  D.I>., 
of  Bandolph,  made  tbe  installing  prayer.  Bev.  Eb- 
enezer  Burgess,  D.D.,  of  Dedham,  gave  the  charue 
to  the  pastor.  Rov  Edward  Cleveland  of  Stoneham, 
gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  Rev.  D.  A. 
Groevener  made  a  conoludiDg  prayer.  Friday,  Jan.  1 , 
1841,  was  observed  as  a  day  of  fustiu^',  on  ucL-nuetof 
lilt-  low  state  of  rfliL'ion.  These  days  of  ftstiug  VCTC 
ufteu  appointed  by  the  church. 

Some  difficulty  having  arisen  in  regard  to  Rev. 
Henry  ESddy'a  dismission,  he  requested  Che  ebureb  to 
unite  with  him  in  calling  a  mutual  council.  These 
matters  wore  afterwards  satisfactorily  adjusted,  aod 
he  was  regularly  diamiased  by  a  council  held  Ai^. 
13, 1844. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  diurbk  held  June  11,  1846, 

Rev.  Wm.  W.  Cornwell  was  called  to  minister  to 
them  as  acting;  pastor,  and  he  ^ms  to  have  served 
the  church  for  at  least  one  year. 
The  Monthly  Foreqp  Misuonaiy  Cbneert  wan  insti- 

tuted  June  11,  184G. 

The  ebureb  tnct  Sept.  2(),  1H50,  and  voted  i:nani- 
moualy  to  call  the  Kev.  Albert  Perry,  of  New  Ipswich, 
to  become  their  pastor. 

I    The  oottooil  ealloct  for  ibe  inataUatiou  of  the  Bev. 
Albert  Perry,  eonsisttng  of  deven  ehurehes,  uMt  Jsn. 

8,  1851. 

Tbe  following  persons  participated :  iDTOcation 
and  rssding  of  the  Scriptures  by  Bev.  L.  B.  Phillipe, 
of  Sbanm ;  introduetoiy  prayer  bj  Bev.  Fftnl  Ooneh, 

of  North  Bridgcwater ;  sermon  by  Profcasor  Edwards 
.\.  Park,  D.I>.,  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary; 
charge  to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  Samuel  Lee,  of  iieyr  Ips- 
wich ;  right  band  of  fdhnnhip  by  Rev.  Horaee  James 
Wrentham ;  charge  to  the  people  by  Rev.  D.  Hunt- 
in<;ton.  of  North  Bridgowater.  Concluding  ptsyer  by 
Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  of  £sstoa. 
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The  new  chimh  mm  dedicated  Wedncftdaj,  Jvne 
28,  1852,  a  large  number  being  present.  The  fcil- 
lowiag  were  the  principal  partiotpnais  in  the  services: 
loTooatMD  and  rmidiog  of  Soriptores  bj  Rev.  Lb  R. 
FhU]i]w»  of  ShwoD,  Hms.  ;  intiodiMiory  pn^er  by 
TL&f.  S.  B.  Ea«tman,  RTkky,  Mass. ;  ^crlnon  by  Rev- 
Albert  Perry,  j>a.-t«jr,  text  1  Thess.  v.  21 ;  dedicatory 
prayer  by  Rev.  Luther  Sheldon,  I>.D.,  of  Eastou ; 
^owDg  prii)er  by  Rev.  D.  HnntiDgton,  of  North 
Bri^iwiter. 

The  clmrch,  fifVy-eight  by  strenty-five  ft-et,  will 
seat  five  hundred  pflojde,  and  cost  about  twelve  thou- 
saud  dollars. 

At  a  m9^ng  of  the  dnureh,  lidd  on  fast  day, 
April  8,  1852,  U  was  VOtod  to  hold  the  annual  meet- 
ings on  such  day  as  the  pastor  tni^'ht  dc.-^iL'tiate.  Their 
cnstom  had  heen  heretofore  to  bold  such  meetings  on 
the  day  of  public  fast. 

By  a  motioB  and  diaoiwwD  in  a  maetiog  bdd  Oat 
12, 1854,  it  seems  that  tha  olnireh  waa  then  niing 
trnfermented  wine  at  the  eommunion. 

On  account  of  failing  health  the  Rev.  Albert  Perry 
trngatd  hia  paatorata  Jnne  21, 165A.  The  dinreb, 
fritb  nneb  legiat,  ftit  oonpeDed  to  aooapi  bia  reaig- 
Dattou.  The  following  is  found  among  tbo  reaolu- 
lions  passed  at  the  time : 

"  JUetoltxd,  That  an  acquaintuiieo  of  Eve  yeant  bus 
added  to  onr  Teapeet  for  bia  auperior  iotdleetnal  en- 
dowments, a  utTon'j.  Iiive  for  the  peculiar  sympathy, 
kindoeee,  and  Chri.Mian  charity  of  hi;:i  hu;irt,  and  that 
HB  it  is  our  earuest  wish,  so  it  shall  be  our  fervent 
prayer,  that  a  gracious  Providence  may  yet  restore 
bim  to  health,  and  qwra  fain  for  mneb  naefiil  aerviee 
to  tbe  obnrah."  . 

At  a  njecting  of  the  church,  held  Feb.  17,  1856, 
Rev.  Thomas  Wilson  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of 
tbe  obnrcb.  He  baving  aoeepted  tbe  invitation  of 
tbe  ebnnb,  a  eonneil  waa  ealled  which  ahonld  aot  in 
the  dismission  of  Rev.  Albert  Perry  and  in  the  in- 
Btallation  of  hi.>^  ^ticeessor.  The  rnuocil,  which  met 
March  13,  Itioti,  rcprcfient«d  eleven  churches. 

^e  inatallaUott  acf vioea  were  as  follows:  Invoca- 
tion and  Soriptural  rending.  Rev.  Lyman  White,  of 
Eastern;  serniou  by  Rev.  Li-onard  Swain;  installing 
prayer  by  Rev.  L.  R.  Phillips,  of  Sharon ;  charge 
to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  Amos  Blancbard,  D.D.,  of 
Lowell ;  right  hand  of  feUowahip  by  Rev.  Jamea  H. 
Mean.'',  of  Dorchester ;  address  to  Uie  people  by  Bev. 
Charles  L.  Mills,  of  North  Bridgewater ;  concluding 
prayer  by  R«v.  Paul  Couch,  of  Nortli  Bridgewater. 

At  the  annoal  meeting  of  the  ohnrch,  held  April 
10, 1856,  tbe  '*  pradenlial  eomvittee  of  (he  ebnieh" 
vna  fiiit  ioadtated.  It  mv  also  voted  that  all  nem- 


bem  raoeived  froni  other  churchen  shall  publicly  as- 
sent to  the  covenant  of  tlii!<  ehurch.  The  "penny 
oontributioa"  in  the  Sabbath-school  was  inaugurated 
at  the  annual  meeting  April  16,  1857.  By  vote  of 
die  annual  meeting,  April  15, 1858,  the  tinw  of  aueh 
meeting  was  fixed  at  the  fdoae  of  the  piepantoiy  leoUiw 
before  the  January  communion. 

A  oommnnication  was  received  from  the'^Methodist 
Epnoopal  Ohureh  at  Stoughton,  at  the  annnd  meet- 
ing in  1866,  rataraing  thaaka  for  providing  them 
with  a  place  of  worship  for  some  nioiiths  while  they 
were  "  housele.ss.  '  and  praying  that  tht-  blessing  of 
God  mighi  real  upon  both  societies  iu  thiiir  individ- 
ual labon  and  eommon  aympathiaa  and  intenata. 

The  week  of  prayer  was  first  observed  by  theohweb 
in  1868  by  vote  of  the  annual  meeting.  By  vote  of 
the  church,  at  a  meeting  held  aAer  communion  ser- 
vioe,  Marob  7, 1869,  it  was  voted  to  introduce  "  Songs 
of  the  SoiMtaary"  ioatead  of  the  "  Chiireh  Fmlmody," 
that  cuni^regational  singing  might  bo  cultivated 
thereby.  By  a  vote  of  the  church,  May  26,  1870, 
the  use  of  tbe  church  was  granted  to  the  Uuivenal* 
iat  aodety  while  ibqr  wm  lemodefing  their  bovaa. 

It  was  voted  by  die  ehnrab  that  faUowabip  meet- 
ing be  held  at  the  the  cloijc  of  preparatory  lectures  as 
reconiTnended  by  th<'  N'orfolk  Conference  of  churches, 
Nov.  13,  1870.  The  church  received  a  communica- 
tion horn  the  Univeraalist  aodety,  returning  thanka 
Sat  the  u»e  of  the  dwroh  during  the  previoaB  dx 
months.    This  letter  wa.<(  most  kindly  written. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  Due.  30,  1870,  it  was 
voted  that  the  officers  of  tbe  dioreh  be  chosen  by 
ballot.  At  a  meeting  held  after  Uie  ooaunnnion,  Jan. 
1,  1871,  it  was  voted  to  substitute,  on  trial  for  oz 
months,  a  "  Bible  Servlee,"  instead  of  the  afternoon 
preaching, — yeas  23,  nays  6.  At  this  time  the  pas- 
tor waa  ehoaen  aaparintendent  of  the  Sabbath-aehool 
npoD  the  n^nadon  of  A.  H.  Drake.  Tbe  ebareb 
voted  April  30,  1871,  to  observe  the  communion  at 
the  close  of  the  morning  service.  It  waa  voted  May 
5, 1872,  to  continue  permanently  the  "  Bible  Service." 
By  vote  of  the  anmial  meeting,  Jan.  9,  1873,  the 
pastor  wss  autho  i  7  o  imne  a  pastoral  letter  to  each 
member  of  the  cLurdi  asreoommended  by  the  aeveial 
conferences. 

Feb.  15,  1874,  the  church  voted  Monday,  the 
16th  ioat.,  aa  a  day  of  ftaUng  and  prayer  for  the  praa> 
enoe  of  die  Holy  Spirit  in  His  converting  and  sanc- 
tifying power.  A  petition  was  also  drnwn  up.  and 
signed  by  all  persons  present,  requesting  Rev.  A.  B. 
Bade  to  oome  and  hold  a  aeriaa  of  meedng^  in  union 
with  the  HMhodiat  Episcopal  Church. 

July  3, 1874,  the  ehorbb  voted  that  thepaator  and 
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deacons  take  vhat  measures  they  may  think  advisable 
towards  obtaioiag  aufermeDt«d  "  fruit  of  the  vine" 
tM*  il  tb«  eomiikttttbn.  Oet.  SI,  1875,  Rev. 
Tbonuui  Wilton  mrigoed  his  pMtonI  r«btkm  over  the 
church,  to  take  effect  March  13,  1876,  the  completion 
of  the  twentieth  year  of  his  ministry  to  the  church. 

Nov.  11,  1875„tbc  church  invited  the  B.  B.  M.  ^ 
G.  Amodfttion  to  bold  a  aeriea  of  mtettngs  in  eonnee- 1 
tion  with  the  church. 

On  Feb.  11,  1876,  the  chun-li  ac c.  j.tt-.l  tin-  icsig. 
nation  of  their  pastor.    We  find  this  auiung  the  reso- 
lutions passed  at  the  time :  "  Retotixd,  That  we  rec-  . 
ogDiM  in  bun  »  fkithfiil  dndple  of  the  Matter  | 
wboM  go«|>«1  he  has  bo  long  preached  among  m ;  a 
man  Zf-alons  in  fhe  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
sacred  office,  firm  in  his  convictions  of  rijjht,  quick  ^ 
and  oonatant  in  bis  sympatbiea  with  tboee  who  mifer  | 
in  body  or  in  mind ;  a  M^e  oounador  and  a  true  | 
fnend,  an  open  and  decided  enemy  of  wickedness  in 
plnoes  hi^rli  as  well  as  low ;  and  while  preachinj?  in 
all  purity  the  doctrine  of  salvation  through  repent-  1 
MI06  and  ftith  in  God  and  oar  SaTUnr  Jeans  Christ, 
exemplifying  the  power  and  excellence  of  that  faith  in 
hi>  "wn  daily  walk  and  godly  eon?enations  before  I 
men.  '  ' 

A  council  met  by  call  of  the  church  March  7, 
1876,  and  in  a  regular  manner  approved  of  the  action 
of  the  ebnrch  in  accqtting  tbn  resignation  of  their 
pastor  and  moat  cordially  leoommeaded  him  to  the 
churches. 

The  ohnrcb  Teoeived,  Jane  1, 1876,  the  revision 
of  their  committee  on  revision  of  eonstitation,  ar- 
ticles of  faith,  etc. ;  this  roj  ort  was  finally  com- 
pli-ted  rinfl  at  wpted  June  22d  of  the  same  year.  It 
was  voted  at  a  meeting  of  the  church,  held  June  22, 
1876,  to  call  Mr.  John  Herbert,  of  Peaeham,  Vt,  to 
become  their  ministi  I  . — this  was  unanimous. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  Feb.  11,  1877,  it  was 
TOted  to  receive  members  from  other  churches  upon 
vote  of  the  church. 

At  a  meeting  held  Mardi  14, 1877,  a  new  creed 
and  covenant,  reported  from  a  committee  previously 
npimimed,  were  !)(if.|itt>fl.  \\m\  wi(h  slight  aileratioDB 
have  been  used  by  the  church  since. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  1878,  eomatttees  were 
cihoseD  for  the  fblbwing  purposes :  Visiting  the  ncic, 
00  charity,  and  uu  spiritual  condition  of  the  }ieople. 
At  a  meefini;  ?>fld  soon  after  ;i  commirtw  on 
singing  was  appoinU'd.  They  reported  a  diversity  of 
opinion.  Itwasfiually  voted  to  have  coDgre|>fltional 
singing,  led  by  a  ebour  of  young  pcop1<  A  icm- 
mittce  on  calling  was  raited  at  a  meetiog  held  March 
27, 1878. 


At  a  meeting  held  Jan.  9,  187f,  L.  M.  Flint  was 
made  a  committee  to  invite  the  B.  B.  M.  C.  Aawcia- 
tioo  to  kbor  witb  the  dtunh,  and  Deneon  CUpp  a 
oonmittee  to  invito  the  Metbo«Rst  ^Msoopnl  Chwch 
to  unite  in  this  work. 

The  pastor  resigned  on  account  of  trouble  with  his 
throat.  At  a  council  called  to  advise  iu  regard  to 
Rev.  Z.  Herbert's  dismission,  the  setionof  thneiharoh 
was  approved,  and  the fblbwing  resolution  was  passed: 

"  We  fiiul  Urotlii-r  Hrrhrrt  to  he  a  wise  eoaO'^e!f>r.  a 
faithful  and  efficient  pastor,  and  a  sincere  and  earnest 
Christian." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ohnrcb  hdd  Deo.  18, 1879,  it 

was  unanimously  voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  D.  0. 
('lark,  who  had  supplied  the  pulpit  for  three  mnnrh' 
This  call  was  not  accepted,  but  Itev.  D.  O.  Clark  ooo- 
tinned  to  act  as  pattur  for  two  yean  longer.  At  a 
meeting  held  Jan.  8, 1880,  the  deaooos  and  pradea- 
tial  coin  II I  it  tec  were  iustrueted  to  meet  with  (he  pastor 
the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  to  attend  to  any  busi- 
ness which  may  come  before  them. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  1881,  it  was  voted  to  in- 
crease  the  MUnber  of  deacons  to  three,  and  that  they 
i^hould  be  m  olrrl-'d  that  (nie  .'•liould  retire  each  yrar 
The  church  renewed  their  call  to  Rev.  D.  O.  (.'lark 
to  become  their  pastor ;  but  he  was  still  unwilling  to 
seeept.  Jan.  19,  1882,  the  ehurah,  by  unanimous 
vnte,  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  P.  B.  Wing  to  beooms 
their  pastor. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church  held  April  'Zl,  1882, 
it  was  voted  to  call  Rev.  0.  L.  Rotoh,  of  Now  Sharon, 
He.,  to  become  their  pastor.  This  call  waa  aoocftod, 

and  he      continued  in  office  sioce,  being  installed  by 

council  tlie  fii!!i)wini»  October. 

Tlie  fulluwing  is  a  list  of  deacons,  and  when  elected, 
so  far  as  appears  on  the  records:  Nathan  Drake,  Sam- 
uel Tolman,  in  office  at  the  time  of  separation,  1822; 
Ebenezer  Drake,  Dec.  2.5,  IKVi  ;  Fishor  Gay,  Jao.  4, 
18:53;  Benjamin  Clapp,  Feb.  1,  1854;  Eaekiel  l>ick- 
erman,  Sept.  1,  18(>5i  Nathaniel  Gay,  1873;  Samuel 
Clapp,  1 878 ;  B.  M.  Nottou,  Jan.  19, 1881 1  Nathaniel 
Gay,  Jan.  19, 1 882,  re^oeUoo ;  Samuel  Clapp,  Jan. 

19,  1883,  ro-cl.  ction. 

The  Sunday-school  superintendente,  so  far  as  t  hey 
appear  on  the  records,  and  time  of  eleetioii,  have  been 
aa  fbllows:  Deaeon  Samuel  Tohnan,  1827;  Rov. 

Cidvin  Park,  D.D.,  1827  ;  Mr.  Edwards  A.  Park. 
1828;  Mr.  Stilman  Drake,  1829;  Mr  J,>s.ph  Gate*. 
1829  i  Mr.  Fisher  Gay,  183U;  Mr.  i  raucu  Sumner, 
1832;  Mr.  D.  Hayward;  Deseon  Ebenescr  Drakes 
18.39;  Dr.  Cyrus  S.  Mann,  1852;  Mr.  S.  Gardner 
Pettfc.  lSt;i  ;  Mr.  Albert  H.  Drake.  1870;  Kpt. 
Thomas  Wilfiuo,  1872  j  Mr.  Leri  M.  Flint,  1876; 
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Rev.  John  Herbert,  1877;  Mr.  L.  11.  Fliot^  1878; 

Mr.  E.  M.  Norton,  1880;  Mr.  L.  M.  Flint,  ISSO  , 
JSev  IV  ().  riark,  18R1  ;  Deacon  E.  M.  Norton,  1882. 

Methodist  Episcopal  ChorcL' — Methodism  in 
StoaglitoD  data*  back  to  1810.  Oeeariooat  MrrioM 
were  held  about  tliat  lime  by  Bar.  John  Tiiikltam,  a 
local  preacher,  resident  in  Kaston.  Mr.  Tinkliam 
made  frequent  visita  to  the  sick  iu  tliig  vicinity,  and 
hia  labors  in  tbis  direction  were  so  appreciated  that 
he  waa  invited  to  bvld  nignlBr  preaohiog  eerviees  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Hezekiah  Gay. 

The  firsl  Methodist  class  wns  foriiicd  Jan.  3(1, 
1812,  by  Rev.  Arleuias  Stebbins,  preacher  in  charge 
of  the  Hansield  and  Eiuton  Cireuit.  Tiie  daae  oon- 
aiated  of  five  members,  via. :  Atherton  Balobar,  Jamea 
Smith,  Rebecca  Gay,  Deborah  Leonard,  and  William 
Suiitii  With  the  organization  of  fhiss  chiss.  Stongh- 
ton  Factory  Village j  was  added  to  the  li«t  ot  appoint- 
meata  oo  tbe  Muufldd  and  Esaton  Circiiii.  la  1818 
tli(<  luembenhip  had  increased  to  forty,  and  a  dllUfob 
building  was  erect^pd  at  Fai  tory  VillairG  (now  West 
Stoughton)  at  a  cost  of  about  seven  hundred  dollars. 

Id  1827  aootber  class  was  formed  at  North  Stough- 
ton. In  1834,  Stongbton  beeane  a  aUtion  by  itielf, 
bnt  was  united  to  North  Stoughton  in  the  list  of  ap- 
pointments, and  one  preacher  cuppliod  bntli  places. 
The  preaching  services  at  North  Stoughton  were 
usually  held  at  the  beoae  of  Mr.  BKjab  GUI. 

In  1835  it  waa  dedded  to  bniJd  a  new  obnreb  at 
the  centre  of  the  town.  Some  of  the  North  Stongbton 
society  (lid  not  concur,  and  the  re.«ult  was  the  ereriion 
of  a  new  cliurcb  building  in  each  phioe.  Tbe  church 
nt  tbe  eentre  eoet  aboat  two  theoaand  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  was  dedieatod  Sept.  16, 1835.  The  North 
Stoughton  f^Acii'ty  failed  to  receive  a  preacher  from 
Conference  the  following  year,  and  became  a  Protes- 
tant Hetbodist  Church. 

In  1866  the  preaent  ehttrch«edifloe  waa  erected* 
It  is  finely  located  on  one  of  the  prinoipsl  streets, 
and  is  every  way  suited  to  the  uses  of  the  soi  ii  tv. 
A  parsonage  is  also  owned  by  the  church,  subject  to 
n  amatt  annoity  dnring  the  lifetime  of  tbe  donor,  and 
otherwise  both  draidi  and  paraonage  are  free  from 
debt. 

There  is  also  a  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Sfoufrh- 
ton,  a  Methodist  Church  at  North  Stoughton,  and  a 
Baptiat  Chnreh  at  Bast  Stoughton,  hot  we  liaTe  been 
vnable  to  aeenre  any  infbmntion  ooneeming  then. 


>  Uy  U«v.  C.  U.  Ewer. 


CHAPTER  XXXIIL 

STOUGHTON— 

Tlip  I'rr-s^ — Tim  Stoughton  Sontincf — Mimcniu  — Ri-ln;;  i^lar 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. — Mount  Zion  RojM  Arch  Chapter — 
Rtoaghton  Lodg«,  No.  73,  L  0.  O.  7.— Tb«  Boot  aad  Sboo 
Interert — Civil  Hlctory — Itepresentative*  und  Tr.wn  riorki 
from  1731  to  1S81 — Milit&rjr  lUourd — Number  ot  Mon  Furn> 
iahad— Anonat  of  Moatgr  Bxponded  Ibr  War  pDrposes. 

morning,  Nor.  10,  1860,  there  aiK 

peared  the  initial  number  of  a  nr-w.-^paper.  published 
nnd  edited  hy  William  H.  Jewel!,  and  called  The 
t^tou/fhlon  iienfinel.  This  issue  was  printed  in  the 
neiighl>oring  town  of  Canton.  It  waa  (|iute  an  anbi* 
tixNU  etart,aad  its  first  nnmben  indtaatedintmatand 
enterprise.  Born  in  times  of  great  national  troubles, 
their  echo  is  seen  in  its  colnmns.  The  editor  be- 
lieved in  the  right  of  aeoessioo,  and  this  fact  doubt- 
leas  had  nneb  to  do  with  the  early  demise  of  the  en- 
terprise. Saturday  morning,  Nov.  7,  1863,  Messia. 
William  W.  and  C.  A.  Wood,  again  fakiii<^  the  name 
of  Sentinel,  issued  a  bright,  entertaining  sheet,  its  ob- 
ject **  to  entwtaio,  to  iostmet  and  improve."  This 
enterptiae  eontinued  nntii  the  15th  of  Oetober,  1864, 
when  the  paper  appeared  as  a  half  sheet,  with  the  fol- 
lowing notice  at  the  editorial  head :  "  Both  of  the 
editors  of  the  Stoughton  Sentinel  having  gone  to  war 
for  100  dajrs,  the  paper  will  be  pobllebed  in  its  prea> 
ent  shape  daring  their  aboenee.'*  The  paper  ap- 
peared until  Sept.  fl,  1865,  when  it  yielded  to  death's 
call,  not  being  sufficiently  supported  to  pay.  Messrs, 
Praii  k  Hasty,  of  Randolph,  again  tooic  up  tbe 
broken  thread  in  1870,  and  printed  it  in  Bandolph. 
Mr.  H.  £.  Wilkiti.s  wea  identified  with  this  mo?^ 
ment  and  lent  it  j-uhstantial  aid.  Soon  Mr.  Hastv, 
becoming  alarmed  for  his  precedence  with  outsiders, 
removed  to  Stougbtoo.  Mr.  Hasty  continued  tbe 
paper  nntil  1877,  when  he  died.  Mr.  A.  P.  Smith 
then  became  editor  and  proprietor,  and  continued 
until  August,  Tn  Septemher.  1R82,  Mr.  L.  W. 

Standish,  a  Stoughton  boy,  came  from  Wakefield, 
where  he  had  eerred  apprentioediip  as  a  printer,  and 
where  be  had  etineed  ability  aa  a  writer,  and  took 
charge  of  the  editorial  work  of  the  paper.  Under  hia 
well-direet<>d  efforts  the  circulation  of  th*  paper  was 
doubled  in  a  lew  months,  and  it  soon  became  well 
known  and  quoted  in  these  parts.  In  August,  1883, 
.Mr.  Standish  pnrdiascd  the  ;>ap(>r  and  office  of  Hr. 
Smith,  and  h  now  at  if.s  head.  The  paper  has  about 
one  thousand  circulation  weekly  and  a  large  advertis- 
ing patronage.  The  Sentinel  is  now  known  as  hav- 
ing an  opinion  on  all  mattera  rehting  to  Stoughtoo't 
weUhre,  and  itn  poattion  oarriea  weight.    It  oeeopiM 
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a  high  {ilhce  among  tbeliat  of  eonntrf  fftpen)  wd  is 

widely  i(U(>t.>(l. 

Rising  Star  Lodge'  was  inaiituted  Dec.  10, 1799, 
tvith  tbe  fidlowiDg  oburter  nMsniben :   Peter  AdaiDS, 

Benjamin  Capen,  Josej'h  Richards,  Nathan  Gill, 
Abraham  Capco,  David  Wailswortli,  Williutu  Cupen, 
Amos  Upham,  John  Atherton,  Jr.,  and  Consider 
Sotttbworth. 

The  first  r^lar  meeting  after  the  ehaiter  via 
obtained  was  held  at  the  house  of  Lemuel  Drake,  in 

Stouphton,  on  the  eve  o?  *ihc  0th  of  JaTiiiar)', 
1800,  and  the  following  officers  were  chosen  ;  Tct^r 
Adama,  M. ;  Benjamin  Gapen,  S.  W. ;  Joseph 
Siehards,  J.  W. ;  Nathan  Gill,  Treas. ;  Ahraham 
Capen,  Sec;  David  Wadsworlh,  Sr.  D. ;  William 
Capen,  Jr.  D. ;  Amos  (Tphatri,  First  Steward;  John 
AthertOD,  Jr.,  Second  kSleward. 

Fennimoft  wap  giTon  by  the  Qniid  Lodge  to  fe- 
mora the  lodge  to  Canton,  Hanh  15»  1810.  It  was 
thence  removed  from  Canton  to  Sharon,  June  13, 
1814,  and  then  back  to  Stoughton  Dec.  27,  1817. 

The  first  time  the  lodge  appeared  in  public  was  oo 
the  22d  of  Febmaiy,  1800,  on  whidi  oeeanoii  they 
joined  a  proce^ion  composed  of  militia,  visitors,  and 
school-boy?,  "  to  pay  funeral  honors  to  their  lato 
brother,  George  Washington,  late  general  of  the 
armiea  of  Amerioa."  Tbe  prooemion  moved  to  the 
buying-placein  thia  town,  then  bade  to  tbe  meeuog- 
house,  where  an  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
£dwartl  RicIiiuonJ,  P.O.,  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

It  has  always  been  said  with  pride  by  the  old 
memben  that  while  many  lodgee  rarrmdered  their 
ehartera  dnrtag  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement  of  1 S31 . 
thirf  lodgp  never  miaaed  a  meeting,  aa  tbe  reooida  will 
show. 

The  Masters  of  Rising  Star  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Haaona  from  ita  organiiation  to  tbe  pieeent 

time  have  hrna  as  follows :  Peter  Adama,  1800 
-6;  Benjamin  Cijen.  1S05-G;  Amos  Upham, 
1807-8;  Elijah  Crune,  1809-11;  Thomaa  Kol- 
lock,  1812-13;  Consider  Sontbwortb,  1814-16; 
William  Dunbar,  1816 ;  Elijah  Atherton,  1817-20; 
Willard  Gould,  1821  ;  Joel  Talbot,  1822;  Thomas 
Cranf.  1R2:?;  Lemuel  Gay,  1821-25,  18.V2;  Jmi- 
athan  Reynolds,  182G-27  ;  Nathaniel  Blake,  IS'Iiy- 
29;  Jamea  Swan,  1830-31,  1851;  Aael  Capen, 
1832-34,  1850;  Ansel  Capen,  1835-36;  Samuel 
Chandler,  1837-39;  Consider  A.  Southworth, 
1840-41;  John  II.  Wales,  1842-i:^;  Simeon  T. 
Drake,  1844-40;  Ebenezer  W.  Toluiau,  1847-48; 
Bev.  Benjamin  Hnntoon,  1849;  George  Talbot, 


1853-57;   Enos   Talbot,    1S58-C0;   Geor-o  B 
'  Bhke,    1861-62;    Jonathan    R.    Gay,  lSt33-«4, 
,  ldt>8;  Benjamin  Ward,  1805-60;  Bradford  Kiaslej, 
1  1867;  Oeonse  P.  Walker*  1869-70, 1874;  Joahoa 
I  Britton,  1871-73;  Leandcr  G.  Britton,  1875-76 
'  Eluwr  W.  Walker,  1877-78  ;  Jame:*  TI.  May.  1879- 

80 ;  Robert  Jackson,  1881-82 ;  Albert  K.  Staadieb, 

1883. 

The  fbttowing  an  the  ofieem  ftr  1884:  AUwit 

E.  Standish,  M. ;  Ewen  Boyden,  Jr.,  8.  W. ;  Giudon 
Siiiithworth,  J.  W. ;  Washington  Tower.  Treas. ; 
I^ieonard  A.  Thayer,  Sec. ;  Henry  A.  Standish,  Chap. ; 
George  F.  Walker,  H.;  Ira  F.  Bnmham,  8.  D.; 
George  0.  Wentworth,  J.  D. ;  H.  Angustos  Monk, 

I  Sr.  Steward;  William  Curtis,  Jr.  Steward;  William 

I  Atherton,  Organist;  James  W.  Bidiardaoo,  I^lcT. 

I  Present  membership,  eighty-two. 

I  MoiiiitZi<niB«y»lAroliQaptir,F.aiidA.]|.*— 
The  membership  of  Rising  Star  Lodge  of  Freemaaona 
in  Stoui'hton  compri.-i-d  very  many  of  the  leadiiit;  men 
in  the  victnity,  and  its  reputation  for  good  Masonic 

j  work  waa  well  known.   Many  of  ita  leading  memben 

I  had  beeono  Boyal  Ardi  Haaona,  and  their  bve  of 

'  the  craft  culminated  in  a  n]eetiQ<;  at  the  Haaonlo 
Ilall  in  Stoutrhton  on  Oct.  12,  1820.    The  m<!«tiog 

.  was  opened,  as  all  great  and  good  undertakingt 
should  be,  by  Grat  invoking  the  divine  blaatfng.  Thb 

I  waa  done  by  Rev.  Thomaa  Rieh.    The  petitiw 

j  for  the  charter  was  then  read,  and  it  wa.<<  decided  to 
present  the  same  tr,  the  Grand  Chapier  in  December. 
The  following  were  seleutinl  ats  officers  ;  H.  P., 
John  BdsoQ  ;  K.,  Elijah  Atherton ;  8.,  Thomaa  Tol> 
man;    C.  of  H.,  David  Mauley;  P.  S.,  Timothy 

j  Dorm  an ;  R,  A.  C,  Jonathan  Reynolds;  Treas., 
Royal  Turner ;  Sec.,  Artemas  Kennedy ;  M.  3d 
Veil,  Joel  Talbot;  M.  2d  Vdl,  Consider  South- 
worth  }  H.  lai  Veil,  Luther  H.  Hania ;  1» 
Steward,  Leonard  Kinsley;  2d  Steward,  Leonard 
Alden ;  Chap.,  Rev.  Thomas  Rich.  No  Tyler  waa 
selected.  Among  tbe  petitiooors  were  also  Abraa 
Capen  and  Benjamin  Capen,  of  Stonghton,  and  Wm. 

I  Donbar,  of  Canton.  ConaiderSonthworthwaaehoaen 
a  committee  to  get  the  approbation  of  Adoniram 
Chapter,  and  Thomas  Tolmnn  to  obtaiil  the  approba- 
tion of  St.  Andrew's  and  St,  Paul's  Chapters,  and 

'  John  Edaon,  Blqab  Atheitoo,  and  Thomas  Tolaaa 
were  appointed  to  preaent  ttio  petition  to  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  the  5ntne  were  appointed  to  eall  thefillt 
meeting,  if  the  petition  was  granted. 

The  dispensation  was  issued  Dec.  13, 1820,  and  was 


signed  by  Jonathan  Gage,  Grand  Hi(^ 


Jahn 


*  OoBlslbetid  by  Jir.  Unmti  A.  Thajar. 
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J.  Lmring,  Oimiid  Saentaiy.  Tb«  oht|)tor  inunedi- 
•tdy  ir«Dt  to  work  with  the  officers  as  named  above, 
•nd  it«  first  candidate  was  Maj.  Lemuel  Oaj,  tV>r  Tuany 
jears  postmaster,  and  a  leading  oitisoD  of  the  town  ; 
doeelj  foUonvd  by  Natlmid  Blake,  tlio  leaditig 
owner  in  the  itige  line  ftom  Taunton  (thnwgh 
Stoughton)  to  Boston  ;  Richard  Talbot  and  blather 
Holmes,  whose  names  frequently  oocar  on  the  town 
records ;  Abel  Wentworth,  of  Caotoo ;  Robert  L. 
KilhiD,  <^  Hmmod;  ud  othen  from  Bridgemter, 
Randolph,  and  other  lowoe  in  the  viidnity.  Among 
the  first  officers  were  John  Rdson,  a  man  of  charac- 
ter; Elijah  AthertoD,  for  many  years  the  leading  trial  i 
justioo  of  the  Tioini^ :  Thomas  Tolman,  a  lawjer,  for 
ft  long  period  tnaranr  of  the  Ottod  Lodge  F.  end  A. 
M.  of  MaBsachusetts;  Timothy  Donneo,  of  Randolph, 
whose  initialf?,  T.  D.,  will  be  lonp  remembcrtd  in  con- 
nection with  thti  old- fashioned  clay  lobacco-pipea; 
Boyal  Turner,  of  Randolph,  many  years  pmident  of 
Bendelph  Bank ;  Cooaider  Sontfamnth,  the  pioneer 
maoufactarer  of  Southworth  aewln'ji-coltnn  and  loom- 
hamess  twine  ;  Cnpt.  Jonathan  lieynoKLs ;  unJ  Jnel 
Talbot,  ever  to  be  remembered  as  i^ood  citizeua  and 
BOtive  townemen ;  and  Benjamin  Gapen  and  bia  brother 
Deacon  Abram  Capen,  the  owner  of  the  hotel,  and 
who  ftirnl-lic  J  the  hall  for  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

The  work  of  the  chapter  was  continued  with  "  fcr- 
Teocy  and  zeal,"  so  that  about  twenty  were  added 
during  the  following  aix  months,  rendering  the  sno- 
ceaa  of  the  chapter  beyond  question. 

On  the  '22d  of  August,  1S21,  a  charter  having 
been  granted,  Mount  Zion  Koyai  Arob  Chapter  was 
dttlj  oonseerated  et  Stooghton  by  the  ofieexs  of  the 
Ortnid  Chapter  of  HaaaaohuBetta.  This  «aa  a  gala 
day  for  the  craft,  and  the  citixens  of  the  town.  Tho 
record  says,  "  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were 
received  by  the  committee  of  the  ebapter,  at  the 
house  of  Rev.  Mr.  Qay,  rerident  eleigTman,  mud  ee- 
eovtedto  the  Masonic  Hall.  Aprooeasion,  conaiating 
of  nearly  foar  hundred  members  of  the  order,  and  a  I 
large  number  of  ladies,  was  formed,  and  all  inarched 
to  the  meeting-house  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  where  the 
oeremoniee  of  oonseeration  and  InsbdlttioD  were  per- 
fonned,  agreeably  to  the  andeot  forms  and  usages  of 
Freemasonry ■  An  address  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Companion  Joseph  Kichardson ;  prayer  was  offered 
by  Riehard  Carraque ;  mnaie  bj  Ae  Stooghton  ehoir, ' 


>  This  Stoagbton  ehoir  wm  the  "  Muaieal  Society  in  Sioagh- 
toB,"  orgaBlaad  ^ut  1792  to  famiiii  mailg  for  abunili  lenrioa, 
In  fh«7  w«ra  rMnarkablr  mwttmM.  The  Mel«ty  la  la 
exiMcnco  to  (I:iy,  and  In  »  Tery  flouri'iIiiMf:  condition.  It  wnt 
and  ii  confined  to  oitis«iu  orStoughton.  In  about  17&(SMiotb«r 
■oala^  waa  fetiuA  oat  of  tlil^  ealM  «lw  "  Stoaglitoa  Kariaal 


whieh  waa  jndkdoaaly  sdeoted,  and  well  adapted  to 

the  occasion.  After  the  dose  of  the  servioes  in  the 
meeting-house,  the  proeession  was  reformed,  and  they 
proceeded  to  the  bower,  and  partAJok  oi  a  dinner  pro* 
pared  by  Companion  Abram  Oapeta.  The  total  ex- 
peoaea  of  the  occasion,  exeept  thedhiner,  were  tweotj- 
eight  dolhirs  and  fifty-five  cents. 

The  first  death  of  a  member  was  that  of  Leonard 
Alden,  of  Randolph,  iu  August,  1822,  and  Royal 
Turner,  of  Randeli^,  was  elsoted  to  prapnTB  and  ddiver 
the  eulogy.  This  was  SttbSBquently  carried  out  at  the 
meeting-house.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Benja- 
min Hnuton,  of  Canton,  and  the  singing  was  by 
tho  Stoughtoo  choir,  who  wera  thanked  for  their 
servioes. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1825,  tho  chapter  partici- 
pated in  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
the  new  court-house  in  Dedhami.  Nov.  8,  1824,  the 
idiapter  gave  its  oottsent  to  Uie  formation  of  *  new 
chapter  in  Med  way ;  Nov.  17, 1828,  for  a  new  chap- 
ter in  Pcdham  ;  May  4,  1860,  for  a  new  chapter  at 
Poxboro  ;  Oct.  1 8,  1801 ,  for  a  new  chapter  in  Bridge- 
water;  Feb.  25, 1870,  for  a  new  chapter  in  Hyde  Park. 
The  charter  memhera  of  the  abore  new  diapteni  wera 
largely  from  Mount  Zion  Chapter. 

One  cjiiftode  of  the  old  Anii-Mo-sonic  political  times 
may  be  recorded.  During  the  great  excitement,  io 
1831,  fettling  ran  high  in  Stoughton,  and  Anti-Mft* 
soniy  was  triumphant.  At  a  towo^ueatlng  held  in 
Stoughton  April  4,  1831,  tho  selectmen  presented  a 
list  of  persons  to  act  ns  jurors.  Tliis  list  was  referred 
back  to  them  for  revisioo.  A  second  list  was  dis- 
posed of  in  the  saoM  way,  when  the  third  revise  was 
presented  to  the  town.  They  voted  to  accept  it  after 
striking  off  the  names  of  Leonard  riodijeH,  VM'y.ih 
Atherton,  Jnniithau  Reynoldfi,  nnd  Hcnjamin  Capen, 
and  substituting  therefor  Ruel  Packard,  Tliumas 
Capen,  Daniel  Hayward,  and  Eliphalel  Gey.  Al- 
thoi^h  nothing  ia  said  in  the  record  of  the  queadon 
of  Masonry,  the  people  of  the  town  :uni  tlie  Ma.=!on9 
underjstood  that  tliese  names  were  stricken  off  because 
they  were  Ma»uus,  and  the  substitutes  were  elected 
beeeuae  they  were  Anti-Hasons.  In  the  light  end 
intelligence  of  the  present  age  it  seems  impossible 
that  h  a  thing  could  have  occurred.  At  the  next 
meeting  of  the  chapter,  held  April  25,  1831,  three 
applioetione  for  the  degreee  eonfetred  by  the  diapter 
were  reeelved* 

June  21,  1831,  the  chapter  voted  a  donation  to 
the  Seamea'a  Friend  Society  of  Boeton.   Thia  ia  but 

P'wiety,"  whi 'h  Arovi  membership  frnm  tho  jurrounding  tunrni 
at  well.  These  two  are  euiipoMd  to  be  the  oldest  musioal  to- 
oi«a«s  la  thla  eoaatrjr.  (8«a  paf*  4  9t  thfai  work.) 
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one  of  a  series  i>r  duuations  to  charitable  oV'jn^fs  by 
the  chapter,  they  having  cheerfully  accepted  and 
honestly  carried  out  the  benevolent  instructions  of 
Hiaonry. 

Mount  Zion  Chapter  has,  during  more  tbao  sixty 
year*  of  lift  ,  contained  within  its  mcmbcrfhip  ?oine 
of  the  brightest  lightH  of  Freemasonry,  and  its  own 
atu  hai  nevN  been  dimmed  duriug  any  of  the  years 
of  the  onmdo  agftiiwt  th«  craft.  Its  roll  of  iiMmber* 
ehip  contains  the  names  of  tha<:«i  wlm  have  been  the 
most  active  in  Mn  ir  localities  in  all  u<  (/(l  works,  and 
lis  own  large  charities  have  been  administeixni  wkh- 
oat  oBtentatioQ.  No  staio  baa  marred  tb«  purity  of 
the  banner  it  threw  to  the  brsew  at  its  birth,  and  DO 
doubt  its  future  life  will  be  a  repotltlOD  of  its  past, 
with  the  jiood  even  more  ainindaut. 

StoughtoQ  Lodge,  No.  72,  I.  0.  0.  F.,'  w&n  inMi- 
tiited  Hay  5, 1845,  with  the  following  charter  mem- 
bers :  Eli.<ha  I'ape,  Ktbridi:e  Jones,  Ezra  Stearns, 
Williams  W.  Iliiwes.  Luther  Haydcn,  Josiali  Adkins, 
William  Haydcn,  John  F.  Crai<;,  Ilosea  Of^good,  Jr. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Past  Gruods 
who  are  meinbera  of  this  lodge  at  the  present  tine : 
R.  Warren  Jones,  George  W.  Hussey,  Samuel  Capeo, 
Francis  M.  Kllm.«,  Warren  V.  Bird,  Henry  W.  Dar- 
ling,  Kubert  Buruham,  Heury  W.  Mead,  Henry 
IXrake,  Thomas  W.  Bright,  Joseph  D.  Jones,  Charies 
H.  Drake,  Jr.,  Che.ster  Clark,  Philip  B.  Whiting, 
AbrahfiiM  F.  Lunt.  Wilbur  F.  Fuller,  Daniel  P.Gray, 
A.  St.  John  Ohambre,  Lysander  Wood,  Edward  W. 
Stevens,  Nathan  JL  Lothrop,  Newell  S.  Atwood,  W. 
Helmea,  Clarence  W.  Head,  Albert  B.  Sundiah, 
Henry  H.  Wuugh,  Hiram  Smith,  Mclvin  O.Walker, 

F.  Walker.  Alln  rt  H.  WMtinL',  Cliai !.  .s  Ten ny,  Oscar 
A.  Mardeo,  J.  W.  liiclmrdgon,  Kdwin  M.  Norton, 
Benjamin  F.  Pierce,  Henry  A.  Standish,  Charles  S. 
Yoang. 

The  present  officers  are:  N.  G.,  II.  I.  Wood;  V, 

G.  ,  Frank  F.  SnutI,  ;  Pvcr.  Seo.,  Willmr  F.  Fuller; 
Per.  Sec.,  James  VV.  liichardbon  ;  Trcas.,  Charles  H. 
Beaver;  Tmstees,  N.  S.  Atwood,  Oharlea Tenncy, 
Abram  F.  Lnnt. 

Number  of  mcmbon  at  present  tim^  one  hnndrad 
and  twenty-eight. 

The  following  ia  a  list  of  the  Past  Grands  of 
Stonghton  Lodge,  No.  72, 1.  0.  0.  F.,  with  the  date 
of  their  installation  as  Noble  Qranda : 

1815.— .Ma.T  '..  Kti^ha  Jnly  7,  WMdgt  JoMS;  Oet  S, 

V.Tsa  ."^teartis. 

mn.^.Un.  2,  W.  W.  IUwe« ;  April  5,  LotbcT H«]Nlca ;  July  S, 

Kzrn  .Stcnrns ;  Oct.  3,  WilJiata  Page. 
mr.—Jaai.  4,  Jeffenoa  FUt«;  Jaljr  6,  £liab  PntC 


fiSl.— Jan.,  r.i-M 


II.  Iil.ik- 


if62. — Jan.,  Goorgc  W.  IJiiMi-^;  July,  Cira  T.  rpbftai. 
eS3.— Jan.,  Wniian  H,  Bardio ;  J«ly,  SaniBal  Capa. 

S64.— Jan.,  E.  S.  Amh-min;  July,  Thuinaa  W.  Bright. 
Sr>.'i. — Jiin.,  .JoBBjilu  1'.  JoiiB* ;  Juir,  J.  M.  Bird. 
S68. — Jan.,  Henry  W.  .Mead;  July,  A.  St.  John  riiambr^. 
807.— Jas.,  y.  A.  St«v«iiti  Jnly,  A.  Su  John  ChMbr^. 
S68.— Jm.,  Wkrr«B  P.  Bird ;  July,  CbarlM  H.  Dntka,  Jr. 
»f.».— Jan.,  Frank  .M.  K  Uii.-:  .luiv,  ll,i,iy  II.  Kr  .n.  iie. 

870.  — J»n.,  Ucnry  \V.  Darling;  July,  M.  A,  LinfitU. 

871.  — Jan.,  OsnM  P.Oroy;  Mj,  V.  R.  Lotbrofi. 
$i"2.— -fiiii..  rhetor  Clark;  July,  Lyminder  ..I. 

K7H.— Jau.,  Kuward  W.  Slev«n« ;  JHly,JaiiH  ii  VV.  HicliardMC 

•sn. — Jan.,  N.     Atw..od;  July.C.  FarreJI. 

.87i.— Jan.,  Philip  B.  WhiiinK ;  July, Cbarlw  Tcaa^. 

8T8. — Jsn.,  JaiBW  H.  May ;  July,  Mdrtn  0.  Wtlkw. 

877. — Jan.,  Wadtworlli  Holmes;  July,  Benjamin  F.  I'irrce. 

S7t(.— Jan.,  AltMHl  £.  iiuaditta;  July,  Albwrt  U.  W biting. 

87S.— Jan.,  Ueorft  P.  Walliar;  July,  B.  M.  Norton. 

8sn. — Jan.,  Clarence  W.  Mn  1:  July.  M<nry  H.  Waugb. 

8H|. — Jan.,  Oecnr  A.  Marten  :  July,  iburlM  S.  Young. 

HK2. — Jan.,  Henry  A.  Sundish  ;  July,  Hiram  Smith. 
 Jaa.,  Robert  Bunibam ;  July,  H.I.  Wood. 

HM. — Jan.,  Fmnk  F.  Smith,  Ibe  present  Voble  Oraad. 
Patt  (imnd  Samuel  W.  Hodgca  is  Pai-t  Grand  Ma:$ter  of  th« 
Grand  Lodge  of  MaMMboactta,  and  Past  Qnmi  Qwgf  W.  Hay- 
deaiitbeprcwmtOiMad  HeraM  of  tiieGra«dLodc»«r] 


>  By  Wilbur  F.P«11«r. 


The  Boot  ftud  Shoe  Interest.* — The  principal  in- 
dustry of  PfoTiyhton.  for  tho  pa^^t  fifty  yo.'tr«  or  more, 
has  been  the  manufacture  ot  boot«  and  nhoes. 

The  hnnneas  was  bei^an  by  John  Linfield  in  181^ 
who  started  the  nianului  turc  of  shoes  in  the  building 
nftrrwnrds  owiifd  and  (H  t'tipied  by  Roh<«rt  P(irter.  and 
which  waa  removed,  in  IHHO,  to  make  room  for  the 
erection  of  the  town-house.  A  somewhat  remarkable 
ineideat  in  eonneotion  with  this  faet  is,  that  Jems 
Holmes,  the  present  postmaster  of  this  village,  worked 
at  8titchtri'_'  .shoes  for  Mr.  Linfield  more  than  sixty 
years  ago,  on  the  same  site  where  be  now  daily  die* 
tributes  tho  Budls. 

In  1821,  Isaao  Beala  morod  flon  the  east  pari  of 
the  town  to  the  centre,  and  commenced  the  manoikfr- 
ture  of  b(Kits.  Th<»  building  in  which  he  be^n  wm 
afterwards  occupied  as  a  dwelling  by  Luther  and  Rob- 
ert Swan,  and  waa  destroyed  by  the  lire  of  1880, 

*  By  C.  Fiarrall. 


848, — Jan.  3,  Hosea  Osgood,  Jr. ;  July  3,  Abira  Porter. 
j><9.— Jan.  I,  Jododiiib  Tucker;  July  2,  William  Toier. 
Sj'>. — Jan.  7,  Klihu  Withington;  July  1,  Obadiab  Jcnkin*. 
8il. — Jan.  S,  Ueorge  W.  Hayden ;  July  7,  Jaremiab  L.  Cip«o.  ' 
8SS.— Jan.  6,  Janat  Tn^ban;  July  19.  N.  Witbivtr<*>n.  Jr. 
hy.i, — July  7, orj^c  .Mur  ii  ii.  | 
bai. — Jan.  5,  Samuul  W.  HvdgM ;  July  C,  (i««rge  W.  Hnydet. 
8$».— J«a.  1,  William  H.  Hardin:  July  S,  Abrmbaa  P.  Leit. 
Hjf!.— Jan.  7.  K.  F.  Andt^f^on;  July  1,  W  II  Anderson. 
S.'i7.— Jan.,  Charlci"  H.  Hill;  July.  Henry  Diuice.  I 
H.'.S.— Jan.,  Henry  \\.  Mead;  July,  K.  Warren  Joaaa. 
8i9. — Jan.,  JoMpb  A.  Fuller ;  July,  A.  £.  Eiebaidaan. 
HH. — Jan.,  Laonard  Prtikc:  July,  Wilbur  F.  Pultar. 
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which  consumed  nearly  half  of  the  business  qentrft 
of  the  village.  Mr.  Benis  rtMuaineJ  but  a  few  years 
in  the  business,  during  which  time  there  was  associ- 
ated with  him  Simeou  Drake,  who  afterwards  became 
•  |ifOittiii«iit  manarMtnier. 

The  apparent  Boooeas  of  thia  finn  encouraged  many 
of  the  yountr  and  cnt(?rpri8in!»  men  of  that  day  to 
embark  ia  the  same  enterprise,  nearly  all  of  whom 
baoane  aaooanlbl  bvMDeM  meo.  Aaaong  the  moat 
ptRBiDeot  of  tbiae  were  Hatlumiel  Mortoo,  Martin 
Wales,  L.  &  W.  Belcher,  Beals  &  Holmes,  Hill  & 
Drake,  George  R.  Monlc,  and  James  T.ittlrfirld  A"  Co. 

To  these  men  is  duu  not  only  the  credit  of  estab- 
liahing  the  bmrinesa  as  a  permanent  indostiy,  and  the 
bnilding  up  ot  the  town,  but  also  the  acquiring  of 
th.it  rfputation  for  the  superior  quality  of  bnnt^  and 
shoes  which  Stougbtoo  has  for  so  many  years  justly 
eojoycd. 

Up  to  1860  the  largeat  demand  for  fine  gooda  was 

from  the  South,  consequently  the  manufacturers  of 
Stonglitoti  lifiit  tliL'ir  cnpi-tric"!  principaHy  towards  tlic 
Southern  trade.  It  was  owing  to  this  fact  that  the 
late  war  was  peeutiarij  disastroue  to  ^  greater 
number  of  these  mamifaeinTerR,  some  of  them  never 
reoovering  from  the  effects  of  their  heavy  losses. 

The  men  doing  the  larirest  amount  >>f  business  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  were  Atherton,  Stetson  &, 
Co.,  James  Hill,  G.  &  S.  Wales,  S.  Peftee  k  Son,  N. 
Morton,  Bradford  Kin.ilcy,  Monk  &  Reynolds,  L.  &, 
W.  Belcher,  Samuel  Savcls,  .1.  W.  Join  s  k  Co.,  J. 
Sw.in  &  Co.,  J.  &  I).  French.  J.  E.  Orake,  F.  N. 
Littlcfield,  and  E.  Tucker.  The  amount  of  bunnem 
done  in  1860  by  the  above-named  firms  waa  about 
one  million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  they 
oiiiployed  very  nearly  twelvp  humlrrd  li  nids,  many  of 
thotfe  employed  coming  from  surrounding  towns. 

Frevions  to  1860  no  shoes  of  any  amount  had  been 
made  hm,  but  after  the  loss  of  the  Sonthem  trade, 
the  manufacturers,  being  obliged  to  find  a  new  market 
for  tlifir  frnod',  turtu'd  thoir  attention  more  fully  to 
this  branch  of  the  iudui<iry,  in  order  to  supply  the 
local  trade,  and  for  some  yeara  after  the  war  Stougb* 
ton's  principal  market  waa  the  N'  w  Kn^^land  Statea. 

In  1872  a  enrporatinn  wa.^  formed,  to  ho  known  :»s 
tlie  iStoii^luon  Hoot  and  Shoe  Company,  with  a  capi- 
tal e»tock  of  thirty- five  thousand  dollars.  This  cor- 
poration fbr  eight  yean  did  a  large  bnainen  in  the 
manufacture  of  lK)ots  and  shoes,  employing  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  liands^,  und  doing  a  business  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-tiTe  thousand  dollars  annually 
during  the  best  yean  of  ila  eziatraeaw  They  were 
the  Itnt  maanftetoram  to  introdnoo  ateam  into  the 
shoe-faotoriea  of  the  eentra  of  the  town. 


There  arc  now  (December,  1883)  engaged  in  the 
mannfarturc  of  boof;  and  sho.r-s  in  Stoughton  the  fol- 
lowing tiroia,  doing  a  business  annually  of  about  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  employing  about  seven 
hundred  bands:  D.  French  ft  Son,  J.  k  H.  Fitspat- 
rick.  Henry  Tin  kor,  E.  Littlefield,  rpham,  Brothen 
&  Co.,  Farrcll  &  Marston,  Charles  Tenney,  J.  H.  May 
&>  Co.,  F.  Capeo  St  Co.,  Reynolds  Brothers,  AlaosoQ 
Belehmr,  Samuel  Savels,  and  H.  Fobom  &  Go.  The 
boaneaa  is  annually  increasing,  and  the  most  of  it  is 
in  the  hands  of  young  and  enterprising  men,  who  are 
trying  to  make  the  anntial  product  more  than  it  was 
in  the  palmiest  days  before  the  war. 

Civil  Hiatory. — ^The  fbllowing  is  a  list  of  repre> 
Bentativ<%H  from  Stoughton,  taken  from  the  town 
ri  cord*  by  Henry  C.  Kiniliall,  Esq.  The  nmiis^ions 
in  ceitiiin  years  indicate  that  the  town  voted  "not  to 
send,"  cither  from  motives  of  economy, — the  pay  of 
the  tepresentatives  being  formerly  defnyed  by  the 
town,^-or  from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  majority 
vol<>  fnr  any  candidate,  the  town  havinjr  in  one  in- 
stance voted  eighteen  times  uosuocessfully,  on  suc- 
ceasive  days : 
MoMt  em,  iTsi-ss,  i7sr. 

W  illiiim  U  ynll,  1734-36, 173?. 
Williiuo  Craae,  1730. 
Balpb  P»p«,  trilMl. 
John  hthe|.ant,  1741-48, 1750- 
1754. 

Jotoph   Hawlns,  Jr.,  1749, 

1753. 

.Tooepli  Btwint,  171(4  to  ooni- 

j>lcte  lorm,  1701-6,1. 
Richftrd  Bail/.  U65'«0. 
DbuM  Ricbarda,  l7S4-e5. 

Hcxi'kiali  Gny,  1760-74. 
Thoniai  Crane,  1775,  1777-78, 


17S0-81. 
Thorn  lui  Crane  aad  B«i|}aiuiii 

Qill,  1776. 
Biyab  DnUr,  177^  171^2, 

1793. 

Elijah  Danbar  and  Fradariek 

17^7. 

Joho  Kcnnj,  17SIi. 

Janat  End{«ott,  1784-Bt,  ITM. 

Frederick     Pojie.  17Sft-S9, 

179I-B2,  17U4-«6. 
Elijah  Crnnc,  17SJ5. 
Jouab  Dean, 

Lamual  Qny,  1S00-1,  1903- 
9. 

Samual  Tfllbot,  1310-U,  1815- 
16. 

Benjamin  KicharJ«.  1^1.1-14. 
John  Drake,  1921,  1825. 
Abncr  Drake,  182S-31. 
Jmn  Pierc<{,  IS93. 
Jmm  Pl«t«a  aad  Jabei  Talbot, 
1884. 


Ja«M  Piereeand  Marthi  Wales, 

isr^  :^r-;. 
Martin  Wale»  an<i  Mftsscoa  B. 
Ballaa,  1887. 

Jej)»e    Pierce    ail<l  Coarfdst 

Southworth,  1840. 
.I:iin.  •=  Swan,  1S4I. 

Snot  Taibet,  is 42-4.1. 
Natban  Drake,  .Jr.,  IS 44. 
Charles  A.  French,  IM'i. 
Albert  Jvbaiofi,  161V,  IS5I. 
laaaaSnitbtlSSO. 
Sioii.ihl  W.  rnrfi-.  ^''yi. 
Ciiitrlts  a.  Kichaf(i«oii,  18o3. 
Abel  T.  Ujjhain,  18:5. 
CharlM  A.  Freocli,  im. 
Xlitha  C.  Monk,  1857. 
Cyru!!  S.  Mann,  1858. 
William  H.  Tnokor,  mi. 
Bimet  H.  €ap«n,  1880. 

FrHrrirk  ''npen,  18f>l. 
Jofise  Holmes,  lSr>2 -63. 
Albert  DiekermaD,  1804. 
Natban  Tucker,  Jr.,  18SA. 
Jonathan  R.  Oay,  1868. 
Thomn"'  H'ilfon.  1867. 
Orlasdo  B.  Crane,  1868. 
Beari  L.  Jobnaon,  1888, 
Oeurice  H.  Oownrd,  18T0, 
i^amuel  L.Crttne,  1871. 
Btnry  Jones,  1872. 
AJam  Capen,  Jr.,  1S73. 
E»ra  Steams,  1874. 
Leonard  A.  Thayer,  1878. 
Warren  P.  Bird,  1876, 
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In  1870,  Stoui^'htoD,  Randolph,  Sharon,  and  Wal- 
pole  wt-re  eouihined  to  Torax  Reprf.sentattvc  District 
No.  7,  of  Nurfuik  Couut^,  aud  fiiiiue  tlial  lime  Stough- 
tott  hat  bid  only  the  lbll<nriDg  repreientatiTiM: 

Hifwalt  8.  Mwood,  U80-8I.    |  Itevlil  H.  BlM^aid* 

The  town  dorks  of  Stosghton  ftokn  iti  inoofpon- 
tioii  in  lt26  to  1884  faav*  been  m  fbilows: 


Jo»6ph  Jk-ntus,  172V. 
WilliMi  Ciunt,  iri*-SS,  1734- 

ncBjamln  Sarcll,  I7S8. 

Jo5f[,h  HewinH,  Jr.,  1740—13. 
William  RojmO,  IH4-M,  176«. 
Natbaaitl  Mv,  17M-W. 

George    CrtMUHl,  17«r-87, 

17f*». 

Joseph  Sinilb  (4),  l7S7-«8. 
Emah  Ora«^  1700-M. ' 
Pttor  AdftflM,  im-M. 
Jubu   AthartoB,  Jt^  1797, 

ISOl. 

JWtdiab  AlbMtan  and  Riab- 
sni  T«lbo«,  im. 


Richard  Talbot,  1800,1912-39. 
Soth  Morion,  1807-11. 
Abn«r  Dnka,  1830-32. 
Jaama  8vaa,  18S2-3S,  183»- 
W. 

Martiii  Walai^  I$Si-»7,  184t- 

4i. 

Jabti  TWlbot,  Jr.,  1S46-B6. 

Cliarloe  Tpham  (2),  IS65-66. 
Luther   S.    Leach,  l8fl0-«8, 

1872-7i. 
Angiutiu  A.  L«Mb,  li69. 
Mark  0.  If  heaton,  1870-71. 
Henry  C.  Kimball,  mi, 

ent  iooambeat. 


Military  ffistaiy.— Stoughton  furnished  fire  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  niLii  fur  the  war,  fifteen  of  whom 
were  commissioned  officers.  The  whole  amount  of 
mooej  expended  by  the  town,  exclusive  of  State  aid, 
wwfleveoty-niaetboiinad  dght  hundred  and  wventy* 
two  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents.  Tlu'  town  nlso  ex* 
pended  thirty-nine  thousaml  six  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars  and  twelve  cents,  which  was  repaid  by  the 
State,  for  aM  to  midiers*  familiea. 

The  adectinen  daring  the  war  were  as  fbllows ; 
1861-63,  Jedediah  Adiuni*,  Samuel  Capeu  (2),  Clif- 
ford Keiih  ;  18G4,  Jedediah  Adams,  Clifford  Keith, 
William  H.  Tucker  (2) ;  1865,  Jedediah  Adams, 
CniSbrd  Keith,  Saniiiel  Cap«n  (2). 

The  military  record  of  Stoughton  dnriog  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion,  enihrat^n;;  a  list  of  soldiers* 
etc.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  siaoe. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


THB  PISRCB  FAMILY.  I 

The  name  Fierce  ia  variously  spelled.  The  fint  | 

American  ancestor  of  the  Stoughton  branch  was  John 
Pers,  a  man  of  good  eiitatu  in  England,  ati'l  who  came 
from  Norwich,  County  Norfolk,  to  America,  and  settled 
in  Watertown,  Mass.,  about  1637,  where  his  son  An-  \ 
thony  had  previously  become  a  resident.  The  heratdiG 
deaoripttoD  of  the  ooat  of  arno  borne  by  thb  family 


in  England  ia  "  Three  Raveoa  rising  sable.  Ff??<> 
hunimetif.  Motto.  Diseitei  Ftdt,   Crest»  dove,  wlih 
olive  branch  iu  beak." 

Anthony  (2)  was  a  lai^  landholder  in  Water* 
town  in  1630,  and  is  the  ancestor  of  nearly  all  the 
fanjitia?  bwring  the  name  of  Pierf».>  !n  Witortnwr. 
Walthnm,  Weston,  Lincoln,  Lexington,  and  Concord. 
His  esute  inveoioried  over  three  hundred  poaods. 
Jos^h  (3)  was  also  a  resident  of  Watertown,  whcie 
he  was  admitted  a  freeman  April  18,  1690.  He  had 
nnmerous  children,  and  left  an  cBtat/'  inventoried  at 
three  haodred  and  sixteen  poaods,  ten  shillings. 
John  (4)  was  alio  a  maidont  of  Waltham ;  hia  oldert 
Bon,  John  (ft),  bom  8epL  1, 1703,  married  Bebeeoa 
Fcnno,  daughter  of  John  Fenno,  of  Stoaghton.  He 
was  a  wtavor.  He  purchased  twenty-seven  acres  of 
land  in  Stoughton  for  seventy-five  pounds,  whither  be 
removed  about  1731 .  This  land  is  within  the  preaeot 
limits  of  Canton,  and  it  paSBSd  to  his  SSO  Seth,  thea 
to  his  Lrrandsou.  Jesse,  j:reat-jrnindi«on,  Col.  Jes«e. 
greai-gruat-grandsons,  Hon.  Edward  L.  and  Hon. 
Henry  L.  Seth  (6)  was  always  a  resident  of  Stough- 
ton ;  married  Angshtte  Clarir.  Their  aeoondehiU, 
Jesse  (7),  married  Catherine  Smith,  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  Stooghton,  and 
died  March  5,  1832. 

OoL.  JuBB  PlBBOX  (8),— Jesse  (7),  Seth  (6),  Joba 
(5),  John  (4),  Jossfih  (3),  Anthony  (2),  John  (In- 
born Nov.  7, 1788;  married,  Sept.  9, 1824,  Elizaktt 
S.  Lillie,  born  July  30,  1786,  died  Nov.  1,  1S;1. 
He  died  Feb.  3, 1856. 

Col.  Jeme  Pieroe  was  bom  in  StonghtoD,  Not.  7, 
1788.  His  birthplace  was  in  that  part  of  the  tova 
which  a  few  years  later  was  incoriiorated  as  C-anton. 
his  father  s  home  being  then  in  what  is  now  South 
Canton.  From  the  age  of  seven  to  twenty-one  he 
lived  with  his  maternal  nnda,  Lemuel  Smith,  a  Rev* 
olationary  soldier,  u{H>n  a  farm  on  the  Bay  road,  in  the 
w*»f>tem  part  of  Stouiihion.  Tu  youth  he  showed  sn 
earnest  purpose  to  gain  knowledge,  and  having  learned 
all  that  eoidd  be  taught  him  in  the  publie  sebooi  sf 
his  district,  he  todc  in  1807,  while  yet  a  minor,  the 
charge  of  a  school,  and  from  that  year  to  1814  served 
as  the  teacher  of  pulilic  f  hools  in  Htoo;:hton  and 
South  Dedbam  (now  Norwuudj,  inching  during  the 
winter  and  working  on  ins  unele's  Arm  at  other  ssa^ 
sons.  For  the  pnrposs  of  learning  betier  m o  ies  of  ia- 
struction,  he  attended  for  a  short  time  Taunton 
Aeademy.  then  under  the  change  of  Simeon  Doggett. 
l<Vum  1814  to  161 U  he  taught  public  schools  in  Mil- 
ton,—one  at  Brush  Hill,  and  another  at  Hlltoa  B3L 

He  was  the  first  to  establish  a  Sunday-school  in 
Dorcheater,  whieh  he  <qpeaed  in  the  winter  of  1817- 


Digitlzed  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


STOOGHTON. 


409 


18,  kt  Mattftpui,  in  tlieacbool-hoiue  (where  his  brother 

John  w;w  then  the  teacher)  f-ittiated  near  the  home 
of  KdmuDci  Tilestou.  The  scliool  was  intended  par- 
Ucolarlj  for  ihe  childreu  of  persooa  working  io  the 
fkctory  of  Smidi  Boiee.  One  of  tbe  papils  ww 
Newell  A.  Thoinpeon,  aAerwards  prominent  in  the 
husincss  and  municipal  affairs  of  Boston.  Col,  Pit-rcc 
continued  hia  connection  with  Snndaj-scboob  afler 
btti  removal  to  Stoughton,  both  in  llinfe  tows  and  at 
(lie  Hethodiit  Chnrdi  at  North  Baaton,  where  he 
worshiped  for  many  years. 

Tn  \  ho  opened  a  private  school  at  Milton  Hill, 
wbicli  he  kept  for  five  years.  Some  who  attended  it 
hsTO  beeome  wdl>known  eitimna,  among  whom  were 
Robert  B.  and  John  M.  Forbee  and  Pleteber  Web> 
ster.  At  this  period  lie  took  an  active  part  in  thp 
tuilitia.  servin-j;  in  the  Second  Uegiment,  ijeeond  Bri- 
gade and  First  Division,  and  waa  commissioned  as  an 
eiuign  in  1810,  eaptain  and  major  in  1813,  lieatan* 
ant-oolonel  in  1815,  and  colonel  in  1816.  This  last 
commission  he  rcsigned'in  IRIS.  Traditions  of  his 
fidelity  and  success  in  tbe  instruction  and  drill  of  the 
oflteera  and  men  nnder  bii  oooniand  are  atill  pre- 
aerved.  Marrying,  in  1824,  Blin  S.,  daughter  of 
CapL  John  Lillie,  who  was  the  aid  of  Maj.-Geo. 
Knox  in  tho  Revohifionnry  war.  he  returned  to 
Stoughton  and  became  the  owner  uf  his  uncle's  farm, 
00  wbieh  be  bad  been  brought  up.'  He  opened  at 
oooe  at  hb  house  a  private  boarding-achool  for  boya, 
chiefly  of  Riwfon  families,  and  receiving  also  day 
scholars  from  the  neiu'iihorliood.  As  a  teacher  he 
made  a  laiiting  impresiiiuu  on  his  pupils  for  hia  earu- 
estneaa,  thonraghneM,  and  fidelity,  and  partienlarly 
hia  palioiK-e  in  teaching  those  who  had  less  than  the 
average  gift  for  acquiring  knowled;:;c.  TTo  hud  a  gen- 
uine sympathy  with  the  young,  which  lie  kept  fresh 
through  lifi».  In  1829  he  gave  up  the  oocopation  of 
laaober,  wbiob  be  bad  followed  ibr  twenty  yean,  and 
ftooi  that  time  was  oemipied  with  the  earn  oi  hia 
iarm  and  miocellaneous  work,  such  as  conveyancins. 
the  settlement  of  C8tatt»,  tbe  administration  of  town 
oiflioea,  and  the  education  of  hia  two  sons,  which  he 
peiaonally  ^reeled  for  aome  years.  His  advice  was 
oflen  sought  in  a  community  where  lii.s  pood  sense 
and  practical  knowledge  wer^  hi.:hly  valued.  He 
represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature  for  six  years, 
vis.,  1632-36  and  1840,  aerving  also  the  last-named 
year  on  the  State  valuatimi  committ<>e.  He  was  a 
Detnocratie  candidate  for  Presidential  elector  in  1^10 
and  for  Slate  neoator  in  1844,  and  also  a  Free-Suit 


>  See  Drake's  "  Mamoriab  of  tba  Man.  Society  oftlwCiaeia- 
n»ti,"  and  "Bradford's  JTaw  Bafkad  Siogrsiihy ," for  ik«t«lM 


candidate  for  the  latter  offioe  in  1848.  Governor 
Morton  offered  him  (in  184o)  the  appointment  of 
sheriff  for  Norfolk  County,  which  he  declined.  In 
the  Legislature  he  engaged  in  debates  upon  important 
qneationa,  and  bia  rmoarka  were  in  some  inetaneee  re- 
portcKi  at  length  in  the  public  joaraalt.  He  apokein 
favor  of  rc-'trictinp^  the  <»ale  of  spirituous  liquors,  and 
upon  the  appointment  of  representatives,  favoring 
a  reduction  in  the  number,  and  a  town  ratbv  than  a 
diatriet  ayatem.  Hia  meat  elaborate  apeeeh  waa  made 
Feb.  26,  1^0,  upon  the  militia  system,  which,  aa  then 
existing,  he  thought  injurious  to  public  morals  and  of 
DO  public  advantage.  He  urged  a  reduction  of  the 
ibne,  a  better  dtadpline,  and  tbe  diaoontinnanoe  of 
eneampments."  He  was,  as  legislator  and  citisen,  a 
strennoii!^  suppoTtw  of  the  eattses  of  edueation  and 

temperance. 

Hon.  iiubcrt  C.  Winthrop,  who  was  Speaker 
in  1840,  wrote  in  1876:  **Gbl.  Jesse  Piwoe,  of 

Stoughton,  comes  back  vividly  to  ny  lemembranoeaa 
one  of  the  five  or  six  hundred  over  whom  T  was 
privileged  to  preside  nearly  forty  years  ago.  He  was 
a  m(»t  iatelligeot  and  esUmabie  person,  whom  I  was 
glad  to  eoont  among  my  ftiends.  At  tbe  period  of 
lS35<-40  he  beeame  much  interested  in  the  anti- 
slavery  raufM^.  He  voted  for  James  G.  Birney  in 
1 844,  although  suataiaing  at  that  electiun  the  State 
nominations  of  the  Demooratic  party,  and  joined  four 
years  hter  the  Free-Soil  party,  then  first  organised. 
He  was  in  sympathy  with  the  anti-slavery  secession 
from  the  Methodist  Church  which  took  place  in  1840. 
He  was  itii  active  member  of  that  church  for  many 
years,  joining  it  while  a  teaeberin  Milton,  but  during 
the  later  years  of  his  life  he  attended  the  servioes  nf 
nn  orthodox  Congregational  Church.  He  was  a  de- 
vout person,  and  bis  reading  wa.s  largely  in  religious 
books,  as  Clarke's  and  Scott's  Commeotiiries.  He  waa 
often  sought  to  perform  tbe  eervieea  wbieh  peculiarly 
belong  to  clergymen  at  funerals  and  weddings,  and  in 
the  chambers  of  the  sick.  He  tonka  deep  interest  in 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  young,  and  while  a 
teaoher  gathered  ehildren  for  thia  purpose  in  his 
aohool-boase  on  Sunday." 

Col.  Pierce  was  a  person  of  average  height,  five 
feft  and  eijrht  or  nine  inches.  He  had  no  self-asser- 
tion, but  while  gentle  in  manner  was  hrm  in  purpose, 
particularly  where  a  queition  involved  any  moral 
clement.  In  conversation,  while  very  genial,  he 
wciizhod  well  his  words,  and  was  in  a  marked  dej:rf>e 
considerate  of  the  feelings  and  reputation.s  of  others. 
His  tenderness  to  neighbors  who  were  in  grief,  his 


*  Sa«  Moifttk  DtrnMirat,  MaiA  SS,  184e. 
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ktndnp??  to  the  young,  to  (domestics  of  hif  honsclioM. 
and  laborers  on  his  faria,  and  to  all  less  fortunate  in 
life  than  hituHclf,  arc  still  freshly  reineiubered.  He 
«M  wideljr  koown,  and  bor»  thvough  life  with  ell  who 
knew  him  the  cbemeter  of  » thoroaghlj  upright  end 
just  man.  ' 

Kemoviug  iu  1849  from  Stoughlon  to  liiu  Lower 
Hills  Village,  or  Dorehester  (now  Boatou),  he  peaeed  I 
the  rest  of  hie  life  among  thoae  who  bad  known  him  | 
in  his  youth  as  a  t«achcr,  occupying  the  house  wliich  ' 
is  now  the  rc«ifJoni'f'  oF  his  eldest  son.    The  news- 
paper of  \m  county  noting  his  death,  which  took 
pkoe  Feb.  3,  165H,  wrote  of  him,  *'  He  was  for  , 
nanj  jeafs  a  dietiaguiebed  teacher,  and  Dunbers  | 
among  his  pupils  uiany  men  who  now  ocrtipy  promi- 
nent positions  iu  public  life.    He  was  u  man  of  strict  ; 
integrity,  hi<^h<minded  and  honorable,  and  universallj  ' 
beloved  and  respected  in  all  the  ▼ariona  relatieos  of 
life."    Children, — TIuu.  TIenry  Lillie,  born  Aug.  23,  j 
1825;  George  S.,  lorn  .Jmir  20,  1827,  died  Sept. 
2S,  1827 ;  Uod.  Edward  Liilie,  bora  May  29,  1829, 
married  Elinbeth  H.  Kingsbury. 

Hon.  Hbkbt  Lillib  Pisbce  (8)  was  bom  in 

Stoughton,  Mass.,  on  Aug.  23,  1825.    lie  rcw  Ived 
a  good  Kiiglish  ediicatinn  at  the  public  ss^  lioo Is  ul  tlial 
town,  and  at  the  .State  Normal  School  in  bridgcwater. 
Ill  health  made  it  oecemaiy  for  him  to  leave  school  , 
much  sooner  than  his  inclination  would  have  prompted;  | 
but  tlie  condition  of  health  which  obligfiJ  him  to  cut  | 
short  his  studies,  and  to  abstain  for  some  years  from  { 
all  manual  labor,  developed  in  him  a  taste  for  reading, 
and  gave  to  his  mind  a  thoughtful  cast  whieh  has  had  ! 
a  most  iniporlaot  iufluenoe  upon  his  later  life.    In  | 
1849  ihf  family  remove'!  to  a  lioiist;  in  DotL'licftiT.  ' 
near  Miltou  Lower  Mills,  and  there  the  subject  ol 
this  d^etoh  hss  ever  since  resided.    In  I8&€  he  ea- 
tered  the  ehooolate  manuftotoiy  of  Walter  Baker  &, 
Co.,  which  was  established  on  the  Neponset  River,  i 
near  ht«  home.    After  .«<crving  in  a  subordinate  po- 
sition for  a  number  of  years  and  seeing  no  prospect  . 
of  advancement,  be  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  | 
the  new  eountiy  at  the  West.   He  spent  »omc  months  ! 
in  traveling  through  that  region,  and  although  he 
failed  to  obtain  that  for  which  hr-  Fought,  namely,  a 
more  remunerative  cmployuient,  he  returned  with 
greatly  improved  health,  and  with  enlaiged  ideas  ss  ^ 
to  the  extent  and  resources  of  his  oonntiy.    He  again  | 
entered  Mr.  Baki-r's  L^talili.-hiiietit,  on  an  improved 
footing,  an  l  oii  the  death  of  the  owner,  in  1854,  he 
took  charge  of  the  business,  and  from  that  time  to 
this  hss  been  the  sole  manager.   At  an  early  ^  he  '< 
took  a  lively  interest  in  public  aflfairs,  and  while  sUll  J 
a  sohooUboy  he  oontributed  articles  for  some  of  the  > 


f'otintry  paperf.  His  father  being  a  IVmorrat  an-i 
of  the  Jefferson  and  Jackson  school,  ho  imbibed  the 
same  political  ideas  and  continued  to  bold  them  untit 
the  nomination  of  Martin  Van  Bnren,  in  1848,  gave 
to  the  Free-Soil  party  a  national  candidate  and  a  na- 
tional [  lutform.  He  joined  with  ctithu'^ia«ni  in  th" 
new  movement  for  equal  rights;  and  through  gc^ud 
report  and  evil  report  be  stood  by  libe  nnti'fllaveiy 
party — aiding  it  by  his  voioe,  bis  pen,  and  bb  money 
— until  the  purpose  for  which  it  bad  been  oi|pniaed 
was  triumphantly  established. 

In  1859,  wben  the  general  statutes  of  the  State 
were  revised,  the  BCtkm  of  the  Geneial  Court  in  strik* 
ing  out  the  word  "  white"  wherever  it  occurred  in 
the  laws  authorizing  the  organization  of  tlif  niiiltii 
was  defeated  by  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  the 
Governor.  Mr.  Pierce  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
House  the  following  year  (1860),  and  was  iostm- 
mental  in  getting  the  two  branches  of  the  1^-gislature 
to  pass  anutliLT  Mil  striking  the  word  fmm  ilie  nihitii 
laws.  But  the  act  was  aj^in  defeated  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's veto ;  and  it  was  not  nndl  the  yesr  1864  that 
suecees  attended  the  tiSattt  of  tboee  who  wished  to 
have  thi.s  obnoxious  discrimination  on  account  of  race 
removed  frmn  the  .statute-book.  Being  eh  c  tcil  tu  rh^ 
session  for  the  following  year,  Mr.  Pierce  iiiaugurHted 
the  movement,  in  whieh  he  was  sustained  by  a  ma* 
joiity  of  the  House,  ibr  vutructinff  our  senatoia,  snd 
rnomnwtuihiy  our  rcpresentaiivrs  in  d  ii^'ress,  to 
favor  such  a  change  in  the  national  laws  as  would 
authorize  the  enlistment  of  colored  men  into  the 
United  States  army.   Sa-eleeted  again  in  1863,  Mr. 

JKeroe  Wa.>  a}i|foiitted  chairman  of  tile  committed  on 
finnnec.  and  in  that  cajwicity  reiKirtwl  and  carriol 
through  the  House  two  measures  ut' great  importance, 
namdy,  the  aet  providing  for  the  pnyment  of  tbe 
State  bonds  in  gold  (this  waa  after  the  legal  tender 
act  had  been  passed  by  Congre»),  and  the  act  taxing 
savings-banks  and  insurance  companion.  At  the  end 
of  his  third  term  Mr.  Fierce  withdrew  from  the 
House,  but  was  ehosen  ag»in  in  1866.  He  does  not 
appear  as  tbe  speoial  champion  of  any  important  mma> 
ure  during  that  9fs<?inn. 

Tn  18(57  ht;  visitfd  Kuropo,  passing  several  inoiitiiS 
in  traveling  through  l-' ranee,  Italy,  aud  titfriuany. 
On  the  annexation  of  Dorchester  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, in  18(»9,  he  was  cUrtoJ  to  represent  that  seeiioB 
of  the  eitv  in  tho  Board  nf  Aldermen.  After  ?crr- 
ing  two  years  (1870-71)  he  declined  a  re  clectioH. 
aud  in  tbe  following  year  virited  Europe  again,  partly 
for  bnnneas  and  partly  for  pnrpoaea  of  raenatioo.  la 
the  latter  part  of  that  year  he  was  nominated  as  a  n  r. 
parUsan  candidate  for  the  office  of  mayor.  •  Tbe  lack  of 
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AffidoDsy  whieh  bad  beeo  exhibited  bj  tlie  exeeotiTe 

departments  of  the  goveromeDt  during  the  great  fire 
of  the  9th  of  November,  and  the  nej^lect  to  take  any 
effective  measures  fur  the  suppression  of  the  small- 
pox, wbich  was  then  spreading  through  the  city  with 
alarming  rapidity,  eewed  gnat  digsatisfaction,  espe- 
cially uiuunj;  business  men.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
personal  huuesty  and  good  intentions  of  the  mayor 
then  in  office,  hb  high  standing  in  the  Democratic 
putij,  *ni  hm  ewnett  derire  to  seenro  an  indomeineDt, 
gyiTe  him  a  large  if  not  an  cnthusiastio  support^  ud 
the  contest,  although  conducted  with  jjrent  courtesy 
OD  both  sides,  was  unusually  close  and  exciting.  It 
xesnlted  in  the  dee^D  of  Mr.  Fforee  by  a  very  small 
nsjority.  His  addreaB  et  the  oq^nintioa  of  the  new 
government  was  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  Mh 
abilities  as  an  executive  officer.  To  improve  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  government  radical  changes  were  needed 
in  some  of  the  depurtmeots,  and  sneh  diengee  he  not 
tnlj  recommended,  but  proceeded  resolutely  to  carry 
out.  He  reorganized  the  health  rlt  j  artment  by  ap- 
pointing a  new  Board  of  Heaitli,  and  took  measuress 
for  the  BuppreauoD  of  the  smallpox,  which  were  im- 
mediately  attended  with  the  most  gratifying  reaulta. 
He  alio  SUOeeeded,  against  strong  opposition,  in  se- 
curing the  reorganization  of  th«  (irf  (Icj  artuK-nt  !>y 
removing  it  from  the  personal  and  pariiiiad  iufiueuccs 
to  trbich  it  had  long  been  anbjected,  and  placing  it 
upon  a  bnsinees  basis.  In  October  of  tliat  year  he 
received  the  Republican  nomination  for  represents- 
tire  in  Congress  from  the  Third  Massachusetts  Dis- 
trict, lu  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Forty-third  Congr^ 
oeeaaioned  by  the  death  of  Hon.  WiHian  Whiting. 
The  success  of  bis  municipal  adminntratioo  ia  shown 
ill  the  fuet  that  the  Democrats  failed  to  noniiti;itr<  an)' 
candidate  to  oppose  him,  and  bis  election  was  substan- 
tially unauimous.  In  older  to  take  his  seat  at  the 
banning  of  the  SMnion,  in  December,  he  retired 
from  the  mayor's  office  a  month  befoco  the  expiration 
of  his  term.  Having  been  ff>r  many  years  on  trrmf 
of  personal  friendship  with  Charles  Sumner,  and 
having  a  large  acquaintanee  with  the  publio  men  of 
the  day,  be  was  from  the  start  io  a  poa^hm  to  exerta 
powerful  influence  upon  the  councils  of  the  govern- 
ment. Imbued  with  the  same  spirit  which  led  Suni- 
uer  and  Andrew  and  Wilson  to  tavor  a  conciliatory 
policy  towards  the  Sooth  in  the  legislation  whieh  M- 
lowed  the  war,  he  threw  his  influence  against  the 
harsh  nnd  unconstitutional  measures  by  whieh  a  por- 
tion of  the  leaders  of  the  party  to  which  be  belonged 
sought  to  perpetuate  their  political  ascendency  over 
the  States  htely  in  rebellion.  He  was  thns  plsoed  in 
the  vnplcsnnb  position     being  oUiged  to  o|^wse 


many  of  the  meaanea  whidi  were  openly  or  seoretlj 

favored  by  President  Grant's  administration.  But  it 
is  evident  that  hifi  coun»e  was  in  accordance  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Massachusette,  from  the 
ihot  thst  in  the  elections  to  the  Forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, which  occurred  in  the  autumn  of  1HT4.  he  wss 
re-elected  by  h  handsotne  iiuijorily,  while  in  six  out 
of  the  ten  other  districts  in  the  State  the  regular 
Republican  candidates  were  defeated  for  the  fint  time 
sines  the  beginning  of  the  wsr.  Near  (he  close  of 
the  second  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress  (Feb- 
niary,  l^'TS)  the  "force  bill,"  .so  called.  L'ivinL'  the 
President  extraordinary  powers  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  aflaiia  of  the  Statea,  and  ia  hia  diacretion  to 
suspend  the  pri^leges  of  the  writ  of  habeat  eorptta, 
was  introduced  into  the  House,  and  nn  attempt  made 
by  the  administration  leaders  to  force  it  through  with- 
out ^'iviug  sufficient  opportunity  for  discussion.  The 
Republicans  had  control  of  the  House  by  a  lai^ge  ma^ 
jority,  and  as  a  political  measure  intended,  as  many 
of  them  avowed,  to  uive  their  party  nn  advantage  in 
ihe  Presidential  election  to  occur  in  the  following 
year,  they  were  substantially  unanimous  in  its  hup- 
port. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  Mr.  Pierce  made  a  short 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  wa»  biirbly 
commcoded  by  all  the  leading  newspapers  through- 
oot  the  country.  The  condusion  is  wwthy  of  being 
transcribed  here.  **  In  opporing  tbia  bill,"  he  smd, 
I  am  in  strict  accordance  with  all  my  past  political 
action.  Local  Helf-government  and  the  equality  of 
all  men  before  the  bw  are  the  curdiuul  principles  of 
my  politieal  fUth.  By  these  principles  I  stand  or 
ihll.  I  resisted  the  fugitive  silave  bill  because  it 
tnuiipled  upuii  tlie  prlrici[iles  oF  civil  liberty  and  the 
rights  ot'  human  nature.  The  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration is  permeated  with  the  spirit  which  gave  life 
and  Tiger  to  that  odious  measure.   Of  the  supporters 

of  the  fupitivr  slave  bill  the  nio>it  conspicuous  WON 
Jefferson  Davis  and  John  C  Rreekint  idL:<'.  *  The 
whirligig  of  time'  presents  to  us  Co-day  a  most  re- 
markable  spectacle.  Some  of  the  most  blatant  and 
pretentious  sni^wrters  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  John 
C.  Breckinridge  in  conventions  and  before  the  pei^le 
are  here  to-day  the  especial  ehninpion-  of  ibis  bill.  I 
shall  be  the  last  man  in  the  world  to  question  their 
consiatency  or  dispute  their  motives.  Mr.  Speaker, ' 
I  know  Hassachusetl.^  and  T  have  spoken  her  senti- 
ments here  to-dav.  She  lias  always  interpo.scd  a  firm 
resistance  to  the  approach  of  arbitrary  power.  She  re- 
sbtcd  unto  blood  the  stamp  act,  writs  of  assi^ttaocc,  and 
all  the  finoe  bills  whieh  were  enacted  by  Parliament 
to  compel  her  snhmimion  to  the  Brxtuh  erowD.  8ho 
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will  be  trae  to  her  traditions  and  to  her  history,  and 
will  resist  by  all  constitutional  means  every  attempt, 
by  whomsoever  made,  to  impose  similar  measures 
upon  any  portion  of  tho  people  of  onr  eonmon 

country."  At  the  close  of  tlic  Fdity-tliird  Conj^rcss 
fMnrch,  1875),  Mr.  Pierce  visited  Kuri*pe  for  the 
third  time,  spending  some  six  months  in  traveling 
with  friends  through  England,  Scotland,  and  on  the 

During  tfie  lewon  of  the  Forty-fourth  CiMigT«M 
Mr.  Pierce  wis  at  the  hcnd  of  (ho  Tlcpubliran  ni«»Tn- 
bera  of  the  GommiUce  oo  Commerce.  He  made  nn 
eUbofftto  npnt  on  tbo  Mlyeofe  of  niufiiig  vwmIs 
engiged  in  the  coMting  trade  fton  tbe  vojiMt  $mi 
discriminating  legislation  of  some  of  the  States  with 
rejrard  to  pilfttafre  fees,  and  he  made  speechps  on  the 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  61  >  us  to  limit 
the  term  of  offiee  of  the  Pkeaident,  on  reci  proci  ty  with 
Canada,  and  on  eonnting  the  electoral  vote  of  Louisi- 
ana. On  tile  last  question  Mr.  I'lorco  and  President 
Sc«lyc  tlicn  rcpretientative  from  the  Tenth  Massa- 
chuAeltii  District)  stood  alone  among  the  Republicans 
in  oppoaing  the  eonnting  of  the  ^^elorel  vote  of 
Louisiana  for  either  candidate*  on  the  ground  of 
fraud  in  making  up  the  returns.  The  Lonihui  Tint'.t 
published  Mr.  Pierce's  speech  at  length,  and  referred 
to  it  as  a  "  vwy  ahle"  one 

Some  time  preriona  to  the  deolaona  fir  the  Forty* 
fifth  Congreaa,  Mr.  Pierce  announced  to  the  electors  of 
the  Third  District,  through  the  public  press,  his  de- 
termination to  retire  from  public  life  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  he  then  held  oSoe.  This 
deoinon  was  made  afker  due  deliberation,  and  with  the 
firm  dctonuination  of  adhprinf:  to  it.  It  was  with 
extreme  reluctance,  thiTciorc,  that  hp  consented,  in 
the  autumn  of  1877,  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  as 
a  eitiieoa*  candidate  for  the  office  of  mayor  of  Boaton. 
Tbe  call  for  his  services  was  signed  by  aome  two 
tho«'>and  five  hundred  tax-payiii::  oitizcn?.  represent- 
ing all  classes  and  all  parties.  The  charges  made 
against  the  administration  then  io  power  was  its  par- 
tiaanahip  in  the  interest  of  the  Demoeratie  party  and 
its  inefficiency.  The  contest  which  followed  was  the 
most  remnrkaVtle  in  the  annals  of  the  city.  The 
number  of  votes  cast  largely  exceeded  those  at  any 
preriom  election,  mnnioipal,  State,  or  natbnal,  and 
reenlted  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Fierce  by  about  two 
thousand  three  hundred  majority.  In  his  inaugural 
address,  Mr.  Pierce  dwelt  at  eome  lentrtli  iipun  the 
powers  and  purposes  of  municipal  curpuruliuns,  uking 
the  ground  that  they  are  created  and  exist  for  the 
public  advantage  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  their  offi- 
een  or  of  paitionlar  indtvidaala  or  damea."   He  also 


considered  some  of  the  schemes  which  had  been  de- 
vised for  improving  our  local  governments,  and  denied 
tbe  propriety  or  expediency  of  attemptiag  to  raise 
the  standard  of  mvnieipal  govomment  ^nlimttatien 
of  the  suffrage,  or  by  giving  up  to  the  State  powers 
whii'h  from  time  immemorial  have  been  exercised  by 
the  cities  and  towns.  His  clear  and  business-like 
exposition  of  the  true  theory  upon  which  local  gov- 
emmenta  are  fi>niided  and  maintained  in  this  eonnby 
referred  to  in  high  oommendation  by  the  leading 


newspaper*'  ('•f  th"  day*. 

The  uiu«t  important  act  of  his  second  adniiototra- 
tion  was  tbe  reorganisation  of  the  police  di^ortment, 
whieb  had  heeomeiil<diBBiplined  and  ineffiotent  under 

the  old  system  of  appointment  and  management  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen.  Through  his  efforts  an  act 
was  passed  by  the  General  Court,  authorising  the  ap- 
pointment of  commisstoneTs,  fbr  a  term  of  yean,  to 
uke  ohaige  of  tlie  department,  and  also  to  exc<»ite 
the  laws  concerninfr  the  sale  of  intoxicatin;;  liquors. 
Durinir  tlie  year  a  reduction  of  nearly  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  made  in  the  tax  levy,  and  a  more 
rigid  qrstem  of  aeoountability  was  established  in  die 
several  departments  of  the  dty  government. 

A\.  the  conclusion  of  hi."  term,  Mr.  Pierce  declined 
a  rc-ciection.  and  has  since  given  his  attention  mainly 
to  the  maniigcmeot  of  his  large  mannfiMtnring  bnsi- 
nem.  During  his  ahsenoe  in  Borope,  in  the  summer 
of  1883,  there  was  a  very  general  demand  from  those 
opposed  to  Rutlerisni  for  the  use  of  his  name  as  can- 
didate for  Governor,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  dde- 
gatcs  decCed  to  the  BepnbUesn  eonTcntioo  were  un- 
doubtedly in  favor  of  his  nomination.  But,  adlierin.' 
to  a  determination  formed  some  time  before .  he  de- 
clined the  use  of  his  name,  and  stronjjly  urged  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Robinson  as  the  candidate  upon 
whom  die  opponents  of  the  then  administratiott  conld 
best  unite,— with  what  resolt  btoo  well  known  to  1 
comment  bers. 


HON«  NATlUVISli  WALBB. 

Among  the  fimilies  that  for  generations  have  giren 
the  impress  of  strong,  steady  character  to  thi.*  section 
must  be  mentioned  the  Wal^  family.  Nathaniel  (I), 
the  immigrant,  came  from  England  with  Bev.  Biehatd 
Mather,  in  the  ship  "James,"  Itom  Bristol,  in  1635, 
and  settled  in  Dorchester,  where  he  was  made  a  freeman 
Nov.  2,  1637.  His  wife,  Isabel,  dnn-diter  of  Humph- 
rey Atberton  and  Mary  Wai(»,'  outlived  him  but 
two  weeks.   He  had  ohiMinn, — ^Timothy,  John,  and 

t  See  Alhenoa  tuMj, 
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Nathaniel  (2),— and  died  at  Bo«toD  Deo.  4,  1661, 
having  remoTed  thithrr  in  165i.  Nathaniel  (2),  born 
in  Eogland,  was  a  ship-ciarpeoter,  settled  in  Boston, 
when  lie  ^ied  May  20,  1662,  leaving  Nathaniel  (3), 
Samad,  Maiy.^and  Jooathan.  Nathaniel  (3),  born 
1659,  settlod  in  Braintree  with  his  wife,  Juanna,  about 
1675,  and  had  fifteen  children,  of  whom  Thomas  was 
one.  Mr.  Wales  was  a  deaoou  in  tbo  church  at 
Braintrae,  and  Cfdained  nilii^  elder  Feb.  87, 1700. 
He  died  March  23,  1718.  His  wife  died  May  11, 
1704.  Thomas  Wales  (4th  gon.\  born  April  19, 
161*5,  was  a  deacon  in  the  chnrch,  a  man  of  good  re- 
pute, mairied  Maiy  Bdeher,  Jan.  13,  1719,  and  lived 
in  (he  Sonth  Prednet  of  Braintree  (sow  Randolph), 
where  he  died  in  1775.  They  had  twelve  children, 
Nathaniel  beinc;  seventh.  Mrs.  Walei^  died  Jan.  30, 
1741.  Mr.  Wales  married,  second,  Sarah  (^widow  of 
Senrad)  Bddiar,  Dec  7, 1742.  By  her  be  had  thtee 
ohildren.  Natbanid  Wales  (5tb  gen.),  bom  Oec  26, 

1729.  married  Snrah  ,  Hclfled  in  Stonghton,  and, 

like  Ills  father,  was  a  deacon  ia  the  church.  He  wa? 
a  farmer,  and  had  eleven  children.  He  lived  a  quid 
and  vaeAii  life,  and  died,  erteemed,  afc  a  good  old  age. 
His  eon,  Joshaa  (6th  gen.),  waa  bora  VA.  21, 17A2, 
in  Stonghton.  where  he  always  resided.  He  was  a 
marketnian  and  farmer,  was  three  times  married,  was 
■n  aotiTe,  eneigetie  man,  marked  for  hb  aonnd  aeoae 
and  aterling  honeaty,  and  eloaed  a  long  life  in  tbefall- 
ncs.*?  of  years,  leaving  a  large  family  of  children.  By 
his  firat  wife  (a  Porter)  be  had  five  children,  the  old- 
est being  Nathaniel  (7th  gen.). 

This  Nathaniel,  bom  Sept.  1 1 , 1788,  in  Stonghton, 
married,  Jan.  1, 1815,  Pbebe,  daughter  of  Capt.  Wil- 
liam French  and  Mary  IVrkiiKS,  his  wtfo.  (Capt, 
French  was  a  descendant  in  direct  line  from  John 
French,  the  emigrant,  who  came  from  England  to 
Boveheitflr,  where  he  was  admitted  freeman  in  1639. 
He  was  a  well  to-do  farmer  of  East  Stonghton,  and 
died  about  1820,  leaving  one  srin.  Alpha,  and  several 
daoghteis.)  She  was  bom  Jan.  30,  1789.  Mr. 
Wdea  waa  a  manufSu^rer  of  shoes  aod  lasts,  and,  in 
eonneetwn  with  that  bodnsM,  kept  a  groeery.  Actire 
in  militia  service,  immedUt«ly  after  the  war  of  1812 
he  pervcd  in  the  various  i:rade.«i  to  eaj  tain  with  aoe«»pt- 
ability  and  credit,  and  resigned  bis  commissiuD  as 
eaptain  April  28, 1820.  He  was  one  of  the  first  in 
tills  section  to  adopt  the  religions  doetrinea  of  Eman- 
uel Swcdenborg  and  enter  the  "  New  Church."  He 
moved  from  Stonghton  to  North  Bridgewater  in  1817, 
where  he  died  of  consumption  Feb.  8,  1826.  He  left 
two  diildren  who  atlaioed  matnrity, — Harriet  0.  and 
Nathaiutl  ^Hth  gen.),*— and  a  Imdoess  fairly  suooess- 
foL  His  wife  was  a  woman  of  great  stmngth  of 


character,  quiet  dignity,  and  practical  judgment,  and 
added  to  the  property  left  by  her  hu.sband,  and 
brought  up  her  young  children  (Nathaniel  being  but 
six  years  old  at  his  father's  death)  with  great  eredit 
to  hersdf.  She  died  Dee.  25, 1866.  From  the  ele- 
gant "  Souvenir"  of  The  Government  of  the  Com- 
motiwealtli  of  Ma8,-<achusctts."  puh!ij*hed  in  1880,  wa 
extract  this  graphic  sketch  of  Nathaniel  (8tb  geu.  j : 
*'  Hon.  Natbanid  Wales,  of  Stonghton,  represents 
the  First  Norfolk  Senatorial  District.  He  was  bora 
in  North  Bridgewater  (now  Brockton)  Nov.  25. 1819, 
and  received  his  education  at  the  public  academic  aod 
ncwmd  sebools  of  that  town  and  Bridgewater.  When 
quite  a  yonng  man  he  engaged  sueocMlUIy  in  teadi- 
ing  in  his  native  town  and  in  other  towns  in  that  vicin- 
ity. He  afterwards  taught  as  principal  in  the  high 
school  in  Pawtueket,  B.  I.  As  a  young  man  he 
diowed  great  enterprise  and  eneigy.  Bdng  the  only 
son  of  a  widow,  he  was  in  early  UA  solely  dependent 
on  his  own  efforts  for  advancement.  In  184.'?  he  en- 
jragcd  in  trade  in  Stuutrhton,  resif;ning  lii.'i  posititm  in 
Pawtuckei  for  ihi«  purpose,  and  coutioued  iu  mercan- 
tile budness,  wKh  othosor  by  lumself,  &r  a  period  of 
twenty-dgbt  yean.  During  this  time  he  was  post- 
master at  Stonghton  from  1S60  to  1867,  when  he  re- 
signed, being  then  appointed  United  States  Assessor 
of  Second  Bistriet  of  Internd  Berenne,  the  dutiee  of 
which  office  he  disebarged  aooeptably  till  its  disooo* 
tinuance.  He  also  held  commissions  of  mor<-  or  less 
importance  under  Gnvornors  Banks,  Andrew,  Wash- 
burn, and  Bullock.  He  was  appointed  commissioner 
to  superintend  the  drafting  of  militia  for  Norfdk 
County  by  Governor  Andrew  in  1862,  and  afterwards 
was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  United  States 
eommissioner  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment  for  the 
Second  District  uf  Maatiacliusotts  from  1863  to  1865. 
Since  1872  he  has  been  amoeiated  with  the  Stongh- 
t  in  Boot  and  Shoo  Company  as  treasurer,  and  has 
held  several  other  pontions  of  pnblie  aod  prirate 
trust." 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Maassdittsetts  Senate  of 
1879,  and  served  on  the  Committees  on  Towns, 
Labor,  snd  Pri-sons;  also  in  1880,  when  he  waa 

chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  on  Bonds  and  Bridges, 
and  also  a  member  of  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  State-House. 

Always  interested  and  active  in  politics,  he  hss 
been  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  from  its 
oommencemcnt,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  my  that 
during  the  entire  period  the  party  has  bad,  in  his 
section  of  the  State,  no  mote  sedons  and  effident 
supporter  than  he.  The  natural  bias  of  his  mind  has 
dways  kepi  him  fiuniltar  with  the  legal  qneetions  and 
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decisions  nf  the  day,  and  dt  viloped  in  him  liabiu  of 
thought  and  judemcnt  tliai  wrndd  not  disu'rar**  the 


MARTIN  WALES. 

Amrmjr  tlie  incti  of  stronp  chamcti  r,  who  stood 


legal  profession,  and  [caused  his  opinion  and  advice  high  in  tlie  esteem  of  the  people  of  Stoughton,  aod 
to  be  nioeh  sought  after  in  thoM  cootioTenriflB  and  ,  waa  bj  virtue  of  iiia  originality  and  the  wishca  of  the 


knotty  questions  usually  referred  to  members  of  the 
Vmr.         religiooa  views  are  thoee  of  the  "New 

Church," 

In  1881,  Mr.  Walea  waa  deeted  member  of  the 
Executive  Oonndl  tnm  the  Second  Dutricl  of  Uaa- 

8achu8^tts,  which  pr>sition  he  now  holds.  He  has 
been  twice  married,  first  to  J.  Montgomery,  daughter 
of  NewluD  and  Jane  (Montgomery)  Shaw,  of  North 
Bridgewater,  June  4, 1848.  They  had  one  son,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Wales,  now  a  resideot  of  Dea  Moines,  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Wales  di,.<l  May  1H49.  Mr.  Wah>8  married, 
second,  in  1851,  .■^iit'.tii  KiDL'-l  iiry  Herd,  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Susan  P.  i,Kinj:;>>bury  j  Keed,  of  Barn- 
atahle.  (He  waa  a  lawyer,  and  for  a  long  time  regis- 
tw  of  deeds  and  clerk  of  die  court  for  Barnstable 
County.  Ht»  held  hoili  (iffif-es  nt  the  time  of  his 
death.  This  iieed  family  is  not  only  an  old  New  Eug- 
iaod  family,  but  can  lie  traced  back  to  Saxon  fiogland 
over  a  century  before  the  Norman  oonqueatt  Kvery 
generation  in  England  haa  held  TespOD8il>]e  and  prom- 
inent  official  prisitioii>  ) 

The  children  of  this  truly  tortunate  union  were 
Susan  R.  (horn  in  1853,  mairied  W.  O.  Faxon,  M.D., 


people  a  truly  representative  man  m  many  ways, 
mn«!t  not  fail  to  mention  Martin  Wjiles,  .-uti  of".T,,ahm 
Wales.  JJe  was  born  in  East  Stoughlon,  Feb.  2'_', 
1802,  and  died  March  6, 1874,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
His  childhood  was  passed  on  his  Ihther's  farm.  He 
had  the  opportunities  for  education  given  by  the 
public  Pchnols  of  that  period,  and  at  an  fnrlv  nc* 
began  to  show  the  independence  and  indu.stry  &o 
marlced  in  hia  whole  life  by  iearnmg  to  make  shoes. 
AAer  a  time  he  was  hired  by  his  father  to  batcher 
animn!-^  fijr  tln'  R(i«tnn  market,  receiving  for  hi.>  labor 
one  dollar  pur  d:ty.  He  was  about  eiuhtwn,  and  after 
two  years'  service  here,  he  engaged  with  Oliver  Bel- 
eher,  of  Stoughton,  as  bntehm  of  beef  cattle.  Wnm 
this  tinu  :  1822"  he  was  eonnected  with  Stoughton. 
After  a  fow  nirniihs  pa.»sed  in  working  for  others,  he 
engaged  in  the  same  business  for  himself.  Cootinu- 
ing  thu  a  few  years,  he  found  mUoh  of  his  capital 
ahaorbed  in  debts  dae  him,  and  lie  began  to  mina&o. 
tore  shoes  in  the  VffW  part  of  Ilolbrook's  (now 
Swan's  I  !.'torp.  This  was  in  a  small  wav.  and  intt  rided 
only  to  help  him  out  in  collecting  his  meat  bills,  but 
the  bosiness  proving  proitable,  and  there  being  a  good 


reatdes  in  Stoughton,  and  has  one  child,  Nathaniel  {  demand  for  bis  ^oods,  he  entered  into  eo-partneraliip 


Wales)  and  Timothy  Reed  (born  1856}.  He  waa 
an  active  and  promising  youth,  but  met  an  untimely 
death  by  drowning  while  striving  to  rciicue  some  coiu- 
panioQS  who  were  eaprised  with  him  in  a  sailboat  at 
Martha's  Vineyard,  in  1870. 

Mr--  \V;ile.s  died  Jan.  M,  1882.  SIip  was  an  in 
tellectuul  and  highly  educated  woman,  of  rare  accom- 
pliabmenta  and  culture.  An  iudelatigablu  and  accu- 
rate genealogtst,  she  expended  montlta  in  truetng  the 
Reed,  Wales,  and  other  families  in  which  she  was 
interested,  and  her  work  is  a  marvel  of  neatness, 
ayatem,  and  couveaience.    She  gave  freely  of  her 


with  Ira  Linfu  ld,  and  added  bootmaking  to  that  of 
shof>.  This  partnr'T'ship  did  not  last  lon^.  each  i^n- 
(inuing  to  mauuiacture.  .Mr.  Wales  bu,'-inet«  in- 
creased, and  became  very  large  for  these  days,  reach* 
ing  to  the  Southern  and  Miiliilt*  and  Wc>tern  State* 
I'tir  mnny  year??  he  continued  inaniifaeturiie_'  -.uooe. 
and,  in  company  with  others,  accumulated  wcattb.  lo 
couoection  therewith  he  conducted  a  mercantile  boii* 
ncM  from  abont  1840  to  1862,  when  he  disposed  ef 
his  atoeic  to  his  nephew,  Nathaniel  Walea,  whose 
biotrraphy  is  on  another  paop.  Tn  financial  mnftera 
Mr.  Wales  was  shrewd,  cautious,  and  conservative, 


tram  and  iMans  to  relieve  aulfering,  was  beloved  by  |  was  a  valnable  eonnselor,  whese  sdvioe  wss  often 
all,  aod  left  to  her  fiunily  the  reoolketions  of  a  model   sought.   He  wss  presideiit  of  the  Stoughton  Best 


wife  and  mother. 

Mr.  Whales  is  a  genial  companion,  a  kind  neighbor, 
aud  a  strong  friend.  Casting  bis  lot  with  those  who 
advocate  the  higher  education  and  progr^  of  human* 
ity,  he  has  never  swerved  from  action  in  accordance 
with  liis  belief.  A  good  citizen,  he  is  justly  popular, 
ranks  among  the  representative  men  of  this  .sertion  of 
Massachusetts,  aud  enjoys  a  handsome  property,  the 
result  of  his  financial  abtlity  aod  bustoem 


and  Shoe  CompMiny  during  its  existence,  and  director 
and  president  of  the  North  Bridgewater  Rank  from 
its  organization  until  it  ceased  to  do  business.  Ooe 
of  the  strong  ebaraoterutics  of  Mr.  WalcB  was  bis 
marked  love  of  justice.  A  prominent  business  man 
of  Stini^hton,  who  knew  him  well,  sny?^.  *'  When  he 
promised  to  do  anything  he  would  do  it.  His  word 
was  as  good  as  bis  bond."  He  never  sued  a  men 
during  hia  long  bnsinem  life,  and  never  wanted  any 
trouble  witli  any  one.  He  was  a  Strong  A nti- Mason 
in  the  days  when  Masomir  was  •  politieal  issue,  and 
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as  the  kador  of  that  prineijitc.  was  elected  twice 
representative  (Voni  Ptnugluuii  in  the  General  Court, 
aotl  to  all  the  pruiuiucui  public  offices  of  the  towu. 
At  one  lime  he  heU  aeeriy  every  ofioe  <^  iiDpottaaee 
in  the  towo.    Fie  was  eheiraMu  of  aeleetaiett  inenj 

years,  town  clerk  many  yearR,  trpasiirer  sovera!  ypar*, 
to  say  nothin<:  of  minor  trutitg.  With  all  this,  he  was 
a  modest,  uupretentioDS  man,  caring  nothing  for  offi- 
oial  booon  and  only  aooeptiDg  them  aa  the  repnaenta- 
tive  of  a  principle.  Tie  was  &  kind  and  accommo- 
datins;  neighbor,  a  good  citizen,  a  lovinjr  husband  and 
father,  and  bad  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  io  sur-  i 
rounding  towna  and  in  Boeton,  who  enjoyed  hia  quaint 
and  original  conversation.  He  married  Rebekah 
Parker,  ihiu^htor  of  Elisha  and  Jerusha  (Wentworth) 
Parker,  wh"  w;i^  born  Sept.  18,  1807.  'i'lieir  chil- 
dren were  Mary  R.  (Mrs,  Caleb  H.  Packard),  Martin 
(deceaaed),  Lncy  M.  (Mia.  FiaberOopeland),  George, 
Seth,  and  Adelaide  F..  a  young  lady  of  great  amia- 
bility, who  married  William  Neale,  and  died  Dec. 
31,  1882.  Ht-r  death  was  deeply  felt  by  the  entire 
commooity.  Mr.  Wales  waa  an  earnest  and  liberal 
Chriatian.  He  was  in  fnll  harmony  with  she  doctriMa 
of  the  **  New  Chnroh,"  and  a  Urge  contributor  to  it-^ 
enterprise?.  He  gave  two  thousand  dollars  tnwards 
the  erection  of  the  church  ot  that  society  in  Brock- 
ton, where  he  held  a  membership,  and  left  a  legacy  in 
ita  behalf  of  five  tbouaand  doIJara.  He  waa  always 
ready  to  do  his  |  art  in  all  niatiers  of  public  interest, 
and  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

Mrs.  Walea  waa  a  worthy  companion  for  Mr. 

Wales,  and  in  advanced  year.<,  holda  much  of  the 
vivacity  of  early  life,  enjuys  tlip  esteem  of  tin-  L<yi 
portion  of  the  commaoity,  is  endeavoring  to  carry 
out  the  wiahea  of  her  husband  in  all  things,  and  is 
fiaB^gon  to  the  tmlight  of  Kfb  with  a  alocere  traat 
in  rejoining  her  eompanion  of  ao  many  yean  on  the 
"other  aide." 


JAMES  ATHEKTON. 

One  f)f  the  wi-allliic-it  {mrtioDs  itf  Lainvs-fiir  i- 
confincd  in  the  area  bounded  thus:  Beginning  at 
Liverpool,  tlie  southwest  boundary  of  Laneasbire, 
and  followiog  the  ooaat  line  of  the  Irish  Sea  twenty 
milea  north,  we  reach  the  river  Ribble ;  from 
there  going  eastward  fiftfnm  miics.  thence  south  to 
Manchester  and  down  the  river  to  Liverpool.  This 
aeotion  it  rieh  in  coal-mines,  quarma  of  naeful  stones, 
iron- works,  and  ia  the  waalthiert  eotton-mannJhctnring 
diatrict  in  the  world.  Through  the  centre  of  this 
territory  the  Albertooa  for  nearly  one  thonaand  yean  * 


havf  liiid  iruraense  pc^.^esi^iori!-',  which  were  increased 
hy  niarryiiiir  hcircs-i.s,  uiitil  it  becaiiic  one  of  the 
richest  laniiliett  of  the  grt^L  commoners  oi  Knglaud. 
In  their  manorial  estate  the  town  of  Atherton  Ilea  ten 
miles  northwest  >if  Manchester;  here  the  family  origi- 
nated, and  Robert  de  Atherton  (1)  lived  rnno  1 21  (1 1 
as  the  shrcve  (high  eberiff)  of  the  county  under 
King  John,  and  hd^d  the  manor  of  Atherton  of  the 
banna  of  Warrington.  William  de  Atherton,  his  son, 
held  the  tnanon  of  Atherton  and  Pennington  (1251). 
(By  intermarriage  with  the  Derby  family  the  title  is 
now  vested  in  that  line.)  William  Atherton  (3),  of 
Atherton  (1312),  bad  wife  Agnes  (1339),  whoae  sod 
Henry  Atherton  (4),  of  Atherton  (1316-30),  married 
Agnes  (1387),  and  had  for  second  son  Sir  William 
Atherton  (5),  of  Atliertoti  HBSl),  knii.'ht.  IIo  mar- 
ried, first,  Jane,  daughter  of  William  and  si.<it«rot  Sir 
Ralphe,  Woberly,  knight;  married, aeeond,  Haigerie, 
a  widow  (1396).  In  the  private  chapel  of  the  Ather- 
tons,  in  the  pariNh  chiircli  of  I.t-igh,  is  a  family  vault, 
and  the  arms  of  the  family  hang  there.  As  entered 
in  the  Tidtation  of  Sir  Willmm  Dogdale  Norrey, 
King  of  Arms  (1664-65),  they  are :  Gnlea,  three  apar- 
rowhawks,  argent  cre^t ;  a  swan,  argent,  another  crest; 
on  a  perch  a  hawk  billed,  proper.  By  first  wife, 
William  (5)  had  6ir  William  Atherton  ^ti),  knight; 
bom  1381;  died  1416;  hb  wife  was  Agnes,  sole 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Uulphe  Vernon,  Baron  of 
Shipbrokc.  Tlirir  tliird  cliiid.  Sir  William  Atherton 
(7),  knight,  married,  tirsi,  Kiizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Pilkiuton,  knight;  by  her  had  Margaret  and 
Sir  William  Atherton  (8),  who  married  Margavet, 
daughterof  Sir  John  Byron,  knight,  and  died  in  1441. 
.Among  their  children  was  John  Atherton  (9),  whose 
son  George  (10),  born  1487,  by  first  wife,  Anue 
Aehton,  had  Sir  John  Atherton  (11),  knight,  bom 
1514;  died  1613;  married,  first,  Elisabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Alexander  Ratcliffe,  knight.  This  marriage 
was  recorded  in  the  Visitation  of  15'')'?,  where  the 
arms  were  also  entered  ;  lie  married,  second,  Marga- 
ret, daughter  of  Tfaomaa  Cateralt.  He  was  high 
sheriff  under  three  sovereigns,  in  1551,  1555,  and 
1561,  and  coininaiidtT  of  the  Military  Hundred  in 
1553.  Amoiiu'  his  children  was  John  (12;,  Esf]., 
bom  1&6() ;  high  sheriff  1583,  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried ;  fimt,  to  Kliaabeth,  danghter  of  Sir  John  Byron, 
knight;  second,  to  Kathcrine,  daughter  and  co-heiress 
of  John,  Lord  Conyers,  of  Hornby  Castte.  By  each 
wife  he  had  a  son  John  ;  the  first  John  Atbertou  ( 13), 
of  Atherton,  who  had  John  (14),  died  in  1646 ;  mar- 
ried ]j9eanor,  dan^v  of  Sir  Thomaa  Inland,  of 
Beausey,  knight.  They  had  numerous  children  ;  one 
John  (15),  high  sheriff,  died  io  1656 ;  tbe  aaoond, 
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John  AtbertOQ,  of  Bkelton,  was  heir  to  his  mother's  ^ 
laige  estate  and  title.  We  h«T«  thw  far  followed  the 
line  of  heuabip,  the  adona,  all  worthy  representatives 

of  the  narne,  beinp;  found  in  different  part*  of  the 
country.    As  the  American  branch  deflected  at  this 
period,  we  have  uo  need  of  further  tracing  the  Engliuh  1 
fiunily.  I 
In  1613,  Edmund  Atherton  did  in  Wigan,  Lanca-  ' 
shire,  his  son  and  next  lidr,  Humphrey,  beinj;  at  this 
time  four  years  old,  thus  givinj;  his  birth  in  16Uti. 
This  Humphrey  is  referred  to  by  Mr.  Brown  iu  an  i 
article  on  **the  Atheiton  family  in  Bngland,"  **  New  | 
England  Historical  and  OeDealogicul  Re;;istt>r,"  Jun-  ; 
nary,  1881,  ns  pi  rhups  heinp  the  iJentiea]  Iluiiipliiey  I 
AtberloD,  major-general  of  Dorchester,  progenitor  of 
the  AmeikaH  line.  That  they  ate  ifiierent  peiBooa  ia 
dearly  ahowo  by  the  f«et  that  Qeo.  Atherton  was  killed 
in  1661,  when  only  thirty-six  years  old.    The  other 
Humphrey  would  have  been  fifty-three  yemm  old  at  ' 
this  time.    Humphrey  Atherton,  bom  in  trfincashire, 
perhaps  son  of  above,  manied  Haiy  Wales,  probebly  | 
daughter  of  John  Wales,  of  Idle,  England,  and,  with 
three  children,  Jonathan,  Isabel  (married  Nathaniel 
Wnles,  .Jr.\  and  Elizabeth  came  in  tlie  ship  ■  James" 
from   Brisiul  to  America  in  U<od.    lie  v.  Kiebard 
Mather,  in  his  jounal  of  the  voyage,  names  hot  fyw  | 
of  the  one  hundred  pesssngers,  among  them  Nathan-  ' 
iel  Wales,  whose  will  was  witnessed  by  Humjihrey 
Atherton,  who  was  styled  iu  it  "  loving  brother-in-  [ 
law."    They  settled  in  Dorchester.    Hamphrey  was 
married  when  an  infant.   His  int  diild  was  bom 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  his  wife  thirteen. 
They  had  twelve  children,  those  mentioned  above  and 
the  following  nine  born  in  Dorchester:    Consider,  ' 
Mary,  Margaret,  Best,  loorease,  Thankful,  Hope, 
Watidkinff,  and  Patience.  Appleton's    American  En- 
oyclop-tdia"  says  this  of  him,  "Atherton,  Humphrey, 
a  military  offieer  whose  name  i?  mentioned  with  much 
honor  in  the  early  auuals  of  Mu»!»iichusettN.     He  i 
came  from  England  about  1636,  when  he  signed  the 
eovenant  of  the  church  of  Dt»rchester.    He  was  ad-  | 
mitted  as  a  freeman  in  1("5S,  and  was  deputy  in  the  | 
General  Court  from  Dorchester  for  that  year,  and  also 
iu  1639—41,  and  in  1853,  from  Springfield,  when  he  ; 
was  ehosen  Spwdcer.    The  nai  year  he  was  ehosen 
essLstant  and  soon  after  HsjoT'Gcneral.  He  wan  much  : 
eoipluyeJ  in  neeotintions  with  ihc  Indians,  and  made 
use  of  his  influence  with  them  iu  a  great  purchaso  in 
the  colony  of  Bhoifo  Island.   He  died  by  a  fall  ftom 
his  honsB,  at  Boston,  Sept.  17, 1661.   The  manner 
of  his  death  is  made  matter  of  comment  I>y  Hubbard 
as  one  of  the  judcrments  of  God."    lli.->  w  ife  died  in  ' 
1672.  In  the  old  Dorchester  cemetery  is  this  epitaph :  ' 


"  Here  liot  our  Capt&in  &  Majur  of  Suffolk  mm  wiihftlt ; 
A  godly  mngistrkte  wm  he,  and  im«r  Oeoer*l : 
Two  troop  hono  with  bin  horo  eoiM^  mob  worth  bit  lota 
m  eraro. 

TiTi  L-'.>iiipHaiM  of  foot  alio  mouming  march  to  bis  graft, 
L«t  all  that  rcMd  be  tart  to  ktep  the  Caitb  at  bt  bat  dont 
With  Christ  b«  HTtt  eow  aiemul  hit  nana  was  Huntphny 
AthorMe." 

Consider  (2  American  pen/i,  son  of  Humphrey,  mar- 
ried Anne  Annably,  Dee.  14, 1G71.  His.son  Hunipiir.y 
(,3),  had  a  sou  John  (4),  who  beoauie  "  deacon,"  and 
whose  son  John  (5),  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ber. 
Jededinh  Adama,  the  firsfc  aettled  paator  of  Slon{^ 
ton,  where  ho  ministered  with  great  acceptability  for 
many  years  (sec  "  History  of  First  Parish,"  on  another 
page).  They  had  nine  children,  John,  Jedcdiah, 
Hnmphrey,  Mary,  Rachel,  Elijah,  Samuel,  Mary,  and 
Nathan.  Samuel  (6),  born  Sept.  1 9, 1 784,  was  a  man 
much  esteemed,  possessing  good  sterling  qualities. 
Ho  was  a  farmer,  owning  about  eighty  acrps  of  the 
homestead  of  his  father  near  Stoughtoo  Centre,  on 
whieh  he  was  bom  end  lired  his  long  life  nt  onr 
ninety-two  years.  He  married  Feb.  28,  1811,  Abi- 
trail,  danghter  of  Jlalj^ih  and  Abigail  (Soran)  Pope,  of 
Stonghton.  Hhe  came  of  an  old  New  England  family 
of  repute,  the  first  American  anoestor,  John  Pope, 
ooming  about  1633  frMu  the  neighborhood  of  London, 
England,  and  settling  in  1640  in  "Dorchester  New 
firant,"  now  Stoughfnn,  the  line  being  John  (1), 
John  (2),  Ralph  (3j,  Ralph  {^4)  ^a  physician  of  great 
kindness  and  benevolenoe),  CoL  Frederiok  (5)  (he 
was  a  justice,  colonel,  serring  in  1756  with  his  regi- 
ment on  the  Canada  frontier  in  the  French  and  In- 
dian war  ;  was  State  representative  from  Stoughton. 
In  the  Revolution,  when  the  summons  came  to  take 
the  fidd  he  was  plowing.  Taking  the  l«^T«!fias  fnm  his 
horse  he  at  once  made  ready,  and  with  hia  two  eldeit 
sons,  Kulph  and  Sanauel  Ward,  joined  th(»army.  He 
served  in  several  campaigns,  bis  sons  acting  as  his 
aids.  His  third  son,  Alexander,  then  bat  sizteea, 
fblfiUed  Ihithfnlly  the  task  of  esnying  on  the  ftm 
and  supporting  the  family),  Ralph  (0)  fho  was  bom 
in  Stoughton,  1759.  and  died  1797.  He  <erved 
through  the  Revolution ;  married  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Maj.  Robert  and  Baehel  (Draper)  Swan,  bora  1761, 
died  1852,  aged  irioety-one.  Their  dangliter,  Abignl 
(7),  who  married  Samuel  Atherton.  was  born  in 
Stoughton,  Mass.,  Dee.  5,  1785,  dying  Mareh  IL', 
1868,  aged  eighty-two  years,  three  and  a  half  months). 
Ssarael  Ath«rUm  was  of  energstio  tnttpenment,  eheer* 
fU  disposition,  eminently  soeial,  alloying  humor,  and 
always  ready  with  some  bright  remark,  polmod  with 
fun.  He  was  bouest,  straightforward,  prudent,  aar- 
iug,  and  perfectly  just  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He 
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had  nmtdcal  tastes,  was  a  great  sintrer.  and  when  pre* 
vented  sometimes  from  talking  by  an  impc-dinicnt  f  stain- 
meriog)  wbicb  afBicted  bim,  he  would  sing  clearly 
the  woidi  he  withed  to  spetk.  Hemid  bis  brother 
NatliaB  wane  Mnoiig  the  origiitttomof  the  '*  StooghCofi 
Bfuncal  Society."  He  was  selectman  in  bis  younger 
days,  and  held  other  positions  of  trust.  Althouirh  a 
great  sufferer  from  rheomatism  in  his  later  years,  be 
ootttimied  ebeerfbl  erea  to  the  lime  4^  his  deeth.  He 
was  very  fond  of  his  brother,  Nathao,  foar  years  bis 
junior;  they  lived  all  tludr  lives  a  few  rods  apart; 
botli  attained  great  age.  and  diet!  within  thrcn  month.'! 
of  each  other;  Nalhuus  death  uccurring  Nov.  1^, 
1876,  at  eighty-eight.  A  short  time  pravious  to  his 
death,  NatiiBD  walked  to  aad  fiwn  ehnrah  for  mom- 
iog  service,  a  distance  of  two  and  a  quarter  miles. 

Samuel  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  at  one  lime 
the  bluest  land-holdor  ia  town.  He  voted  at  every 
eleeiion  from  1806  till  1876,  when  his  last  vote  was 
cast  for  the  Hayes  electoral  ticket.  The  children  of 
Samuel  and  Abigail  Atherton  were  six, — Mary  (Mrs. 
William  Belcher),  Vasbti  (Mrs.  James  Swan),  Sam- 
uel, Abigail  (Mrs.  Joseph  Swan),  James,  and  Wil- 
liam. James  AthertoD  (7) — (Hnmphiiej  (1),  Con- 
sider (2),  Humphrey  (3),  John  (4),  John  (5),  Sam- 
uel (6) — wa.s  born  on  the  homesteud  mentioned 
above  May  6,  1819.  He  had  common-school  and 
aaadamie  ednoatioo;  remained  with  bis  father  on 
the  fiint  until  be  was  of  age,  teaohlug,  however, 
several  terms  of  winter  schools.  He  married,  first, 
May  5,  1853,  Fhebe,  daughter  of  John  and  Phebe 
Beed,  bora  in  Boston,  Feb.  9,  1831,  died  March 
II,  1668.  Her  father  was  a  dra  oSeer  of  Bas> 
ton  for  manj  yean,  and  was  strong,  fearless,  and 
nncompromisin«»  in  the  dischan;?  of  duty.  Uh  an- 
cestors trace  their  origin  through  early  New  England 
to  one  of  EnglaDd's  most  honnred  ftmilies,  dating 
from  a  period  anteoeding  the  Norman  eonqnsat  hj 
over  a  century,  and  which  has,  in  each  successive 
freueration,  held  place*  liiiih  in  the  counsels  of  royalty. 
Ai^r  marriage,  Mr.  Atherton  continued  on  the  old 
plaoe,  and  tliere  began  the  mannfrotare  oPhooU  with 
bis  brother  Willinm,  under  the  firm-title  of  J.  ft  W. 
Atherton.  Thi.s  firm  contimied  in  business  some 
years,  and  was  prosperous.  It  was  finally  merged 
with  the  firm  of  Atherton,  Stetson  &  Co.,  a  solid 
Boston  hoose,  the  Athcrtons  bdog  Samnd,  James, 
and  Wilfism.  Jamsa*  health  not  bmng  robust,  after 
his  business  energies  had  been  rewarded  with  a  m^- 
atat  oompetency,  be  retired  from  active  labor.  This 
WIS  in  1867,  hn  oomieetino  with  Athaton,  Stetson  ft 
Co.  esssing  in  1861.  About  1838  he  removed  to 
din  hnnse  now  oosiqaed  by  hk  sons.  His  children, 
S7 


all  by  his  first  wife,  arc  James  (8),  horn  July  26, 
1854;  William  (H),  April  ;!0.  ISDO;  and  Walter  ,8), 
March  18,  1863.  Mr.  Atherton  married,  second, 
Mary  B.  Hsrdbsll,  of  Boston,  June  1,  1869.  She 
died  Feb.  5, 1880.  Always  in  delicate  health,  Blr. 
Atherton  was  a  man  of  enei^,  and  aocomplnbed 
much.  In  early  life  he  was  fund  of  discussion?,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  debating  societies^.  He  was  a 
quick  and  resdy  speaker,  a  dear  logician,  and  there 
diowed  the  sound  jodgment  which  distinguished  htm 
in  later  life.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and  kept  ahren.<}t 
fif  (he  current  of  the  world'.s  affairs,  and  alwav.i  liked 
to  ditiuuss  matters  of  thought  and  moment.  He  en- 
gsged  but  little  in  publio  life,  devoted  himself  wholly 
to  his  bnduess,  which  rewarded  his  sttention  with  a 
liht-ral  competency.  This  was  not  obtained  by  any  of 
the  fraudulent  devices  so  common  in  business  life,  but 
the  motto,  dated  1855,  which,  worn  by  long  use,  was 
found  in  his  podtet*book  after  his  death,  furnishss  the 
motive  which  actuated  him  through  all  life's  ohangsS) 
and  is  a  better  delineation  of  hh  character  than  any 
words  of  ours :  "  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  that 
othets  should  do  to  you  under  like  droumstsnosa." 
He  sympathised  with  the  tJniverwlist  creed,  attended 
its  services,  and  was  active  and  liberal  in  nil  church 
matters.  He  was  systematic  and  orderly  in  all  things. 
A  good  citixcn,  aiding  much  in  building  up  the  inter- 
ests of  Stooghton,  hu  counsel  wss  often  son^t  in 
critical  and  important  s&irs.  He  wss  Wh%  and 
Bepublioan  in  politics. 


SAMl  KL  ATUERTON. 

Samuel  Atherton  (7),  son  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
Atherton,  was  born  Jan.  26,  1815,  iu  Stoughton; 
wss  edttosted  at  the  etunmon  sdiools;  pasted  the 
early  part  of  his  lift  (until  twenty  yoars  of  ago)  on 
the  homestead  farm.  He  then  went  to  Boston 
(1835)  as  clerk  for  WiliinTn  ("'{ipen.  kIioc  aud  leather 
dealer,  and  remained  with  him  about  two  yean. 
Then  taking  a  podtion  as  book-^kecper  with  the 
firm  of  Prouty  ft  Co.,  Comuiercial  Street,  whdemlo 
hardware,  he  stayed  with  them  fur  one  year.  Ho 
next  established  himself  in  business,  as  a  retail  boot 
and  shoe  dealer,  on  Washington  Street,  in  cotnpany 
with  Sdwin  Bstttes,  under  the  firm-name  of  Battlet 
ft  Atherton.  After  one  year  tl  e  nnection  with 
Mr.  Battles  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Atherton  was 
employed  by  Caleb  Stetson,  wholesale  shoe  and 
leaidier  deder,  corner  of  Broad  and  Oentrd  Streela, 
whom  he  sorrad  as  derk  until  Jan.  1, 1842,  when  ha 
beeame  prtnar,  the  new  firm  bsmg  0.  Stslson  ft 
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This  partnorsliip  lasted  about  three  yean.  Then 
Mr.  Stct.Mjii  ri-tired  from  Belize  business,  remainintr, 
however,  special  partner,  but  the  buaiuesa  was  con- 
dueted  ae  ''Senuel  Atberton.**  Tbu  rdation  oon- 
tiinied  three  yeen,  wheu  Mr.  Stet^n  again  resumed 
active  comiectioti,  ami  tlie  firm-n.-inio  became  S.  Athcr- 
ton  &  Co.,  to  be  ch:inf;oil  two  years  lutor  to  Atherton, 
StetaoD  &  Co.,  un  the  admissiuu  us  wciuber  of  A.  W. 
StetaoD,  BOW  president  of  tlie  State  Bank.  Pron 
that  time  to  1801  the  finn-name  was  unchanged. 
Oil  till'  rftirtnipnt  of  Caleb  Stetson,  in  1852.  James 
and  Wiiiiam  Athertou  were  adiunted  as  partners,  and 
they  contiooed  the  Stonghtoo  maanfhefeoiy  a>  tbdr 
portioB  of  the  firm  wsuk.  In  1861,  Sanrael  and 
Jamei  Atherton  withdrew  from  the  firm,  it,  however, 
TPtaining  the  old  name  of  Athertnn,  Stetson  &  Co, 
Soon  after  George  E.  Athertou,  son  of  Samuel,  was 
admitted  aa  partner.  This  bnaineaa  was  one  of  the 
neat  aaooeaafiil  in  thia  department  of  trade  in  Boston, 
five  or  six  of  the  partaen  retiring  in  aoooennoD  with 
wealth. 

Mr.  Atherton  married,  Sept.  10, 1841,Tcmpic  U.,  . 
daughter  of  Col.  Joeeph  and  Bfaiy  (Rieh)  Holbrook, 
of  Boston.    Their  children  were  Oeorge  ISdwaid, 
riiiirles  Fr.iiieis.  and  Sarah  Ann,  who  m^irru-fl  Gcori^p 
P.  8ewal,  of  Boston.    The  children  of  this  marriage  i 
were  Atherton  and  Mabel  A.    Hra.  Tempie  Ather- 
ton died  Feb.  24, 1849.   llr.  Atherton  married,  July  | 
3,  l8oG,  Susan  B.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Richard  and 
Jerusha  (Bifb   Biikrr.    Thoir  children  were  Helen 
L.  (married  it)dward   U.  Hawea,  of  Boston)  and 
Sunn  H.  (married  W.  Bforton  Riihinaon,  of  Lynn).  > 
Mra.  Soaan  Atherton  died  May  IS,  1858.    Mr.  Ath-  | 
erton  married,  Oct,  H,  1869,  Mrs.  Susan  M.  Hulton, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Bast-ett  and  Margaret  Richardson. 
Mr.  Atherton  passed  some  years  of  hia  uiarritfd  liie 
ia  GharleatowD.   He  pnrehaaed  the  beautiful  phioe  in 
Dorchester  where  he  now  residos  in  May.  and  j 

has  made  bis  borne  there  ever  since.    Mr.  Atherton 
is  a  director  in  the  New  England  Bauk,  Prencott  In- 
Buruiicc  Company,  Maaaachosetta  ho$n  and  Tnut  | 
G>mpany,  prealdentor  the  Dorehealer  Oaa-Light  Oom>  | 
pany,  and  eonneeted  with  varioua  other  corporations. 
He  is  n  man  of  great  executive  ability,  clear  intellect, 
eouud  practical  sen.sc,  and  force  of  charaoler.    By  bis  . 
enterprise,  sagacity,  and  integrity  ho  won  the  eonfi-  ; 
dcnoa  and  esteem  of  the  louiiag  budneaa  men  of ' 
Boetoo,  and  bas  a  -high  rank  in  financial  circle.-. 
"Whic  and  Ke[  ubiieun  in  political  belief,  ho  took  hold 
of  politics  with  the  same  enthu6iii&m  and  energy 
whidi  <Aaneterind  turn  in  buaioeiM  life,  and  has  | 
ahraya  talcen  an  active  part  in  the  "  primariea."   He  i 
eonld  buve  won  politioal  honoMi  and  won  them  gmoe*  I 


fully  and  with  distinction,  but,  aside  from  represent- 
intr  Diirchesii-r  in  the  State  lycgislatures  of  1S67, 
1H7U,  and  1877,  be  baa  not  accepted  political  position. 
I  In  private  life  Mr.  Atherton  ia  marked  for  hia  emi- 
nently social  qualities,  his  courtesy  to  all,  his  warm 
and  strong  friendj-bips.  kindnei^s-,  and  liberality  to  the 
unfortunate  and  to  charitable  objecta.  He  is  Uoitariaa 
in  religious  belief. 

i   

I 

LBONARD  B0JMB6. 

Leonard  Hodges,  for  ao  anny  yearaone  of  Stongh- 
ton's  leading  mannfaotnrera,  waa  bom  in  Tannton, 
'  Mmbl,  July  8,  1794.    His  father,  Samuel  Hodgea, 

wa."*  «  man  of  solidify  and  pood  repnte.  and  for  many 
years  au  "  tunkceper"  (a  position  ol  coo8equcnc«  io 
tbdaa  days)  in  Taunton  and  Baatoo.  He  married 
Lueinda  Auatin,  of  INghtoo,  and  had  several  chiidreo, 
among  whom  were  Samuel,  LuciuJa.  and  Loonurd. 
Samuel  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  tbe  Gny  Col- 
ton  Mmiulucturiug  i'ompauy,  e^tabiished  iu  Stougb- 
ton  in  1813,  on  theatte  where  aftenraid  stood  l^eonard 
Hodgea'  Satinet  Mills.  In  th«  war  of  1812  he 
rendered  distingubhcd  services  as  nn  officer  in  the 
army,  and  in  1819  was  appointed  United  states  con- 
sul at  the  Cape  Yerde  Islands,  where  he  died  about 
1825,  ^sed  tfairty-lbur.  Lueinda  married  Rev.  Cal- 
vin l*ark,  a  Congregational  clergyman  of  reputation, 
Av  bo  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  chareb  io  Stougb> 
ton. 

Leonard  Hodgea  lived  in  Ttooton  till  1830,  when 
he  removed  to  Stoqj^ilon,  and  eatabliahed  himoelf  aa 

a  working  jeweler  and  merchant  of  jewelry.  About 
1H22  he  bcL'an  the  manufacture  of  satinets  in  a  small 
way,  the  weaving  beiug  done  by  hand.  This  buai- 
non,  oonductad  with  care,  diligence,  and  nnawerrin|; 
tndoatry,  grew  ateadily  in  importance,  and  aAor  a  few 
years,  with  new  and  improved  machinery,  ho  b^an 
to  make  hosiery-yarn,  employing  at  first  about  twenty- 
five  hands.  Under  his  shrewd  management  the  btuii- 
neaa  aaaumed  large  pioportiooa,  and  in  1851,  after 
accumulating  a  large  property,  he  retired  from  aelive 
labor,  lettiiit:  bis  mills  to  his  nephew,  Samuel  W. 
Hodges,  who,  with  Calvio  Tuck,  founded  the  firm  of 
Tuek  &.  Hodgea.  Afker  five  yeaia  Mr.  Tnclt  retired, 
and  io  1857,  Mr.  L.  Hodgea  add  the  mill  to  Charies 
H.  French,  of  CantOM,  thna  elaaing  hia  aooDectioii 
with  manufarturing. 

Mr.  Hodges  married,  Jan.  12,  IS48,  Jane,  dAught«r 
of  BIgah  and  Rotb  (Tiadde)  Atherton,  of  Stooghtoa. 
Their  children  ai»  Anna  A.,  bom  Ang  20,  1856, 
married  Clande  Wiboa,  H.D.,  of  Watarvillo^  N.  Y. ; 
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•sd  Wimam  L.,  born  Jnly  13, 18S8,  iDberited  the 

old  homestead  in  Stougliton,  and  married  May  10, 
1883,  Llllie  Gmy.  daughter  of  David  If.  and  Ljdia 
A.  Simmonds,  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Uodgcfl  was  a  diligent,  hard-working  man,  not 
given  to  boaatisg  nor  diaplBj ;  but  hy  {wtiont  indttstij 
was  truly  the  architect  of  his  own  fortnne,  attending 
clusely  U)  business  nnd  cnrine  not  for  public  boiior  or 
offioe.  He  was  a  carctni  coanselor  in  ail  practical 
matten;  ftr  nauy  yetirs  »  dicwtorof  the  NqiooMt 
Bank  of  Canton,  and  poflaeaied  great  etraigth  of  eha*^ 
actir  and  steadfastness  of  purpose.  While  quiet  and 
iceerved  in  hh  intercourse  with  other?,  he  had  a  large 
circle  of  attached  friends,  and  was  considered  one  of 
Stooghton'a  repNaentatita  men,  and  when  he  died, 
March  1,  1871,  in  the  fiiUneasof  nearly  aeYenty-seven 
years,  the  cooimunity  Kwt  a  valuable  meinber,  and 
biuineas  oiroles  an  honeet  man. 


ASAHEL  SOrTHWORTH. 

Asabel  Southworth — Constant  (1  Nathaniel  (lij, 
Edward  (3),  Oonatant  (4),  Jed^iah  (5),  Con- 
sider (6),  Aaahel  (7) — waa  bom  in  Stoughton,  Jnly 
17.  1814  ;  he  wa«!  the  youngest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  received  the  education  imparted  at  the  common 
schools  of  those  days.  One  of  the  features  of  his  at- 
tttidiBg  winter  aohoola  wastoatartwith  a  fir»-bnuidln 
the  morning  and  go  to  the  school-houae,  a  distance  of 
a  mile,  and  with  this  brand  kindle  the  fire.  lie,  like 
all  hia  father's  family,  was  early  taught  the  value 
and  neoearity  of  labor.  Whan  1m  waa  twenty  years 
«ld  (1835)  be,  with  hb  brother  Jedediah,  bind  the 
mill  of  his  father,  which  in  1837  they  bought;  built 
a  new  dam  on  the  Rite  of  the  present  one.  The  same 
year  they  added  fourteen  feet  to  the  length  of  the 
fostovy  and  ooMtraeted  a  water-wbeel.  Tbdr  bnn- 
ness  increased  until  their  wate^altpply  was  unable  to 
fiirni>b  tlieiii  with  snffitierit  power.  So  in  August, 
l^i  IT,  tht-y  moved  to  die  mill  iti  Catiton.  «inr<»  occu- 
pied by  the  >iet  and  Twine  Cumpany,  where  they 
manufaetnied  for  two  yean.  Mr.  Jedediah  South, 
worth  suddenly  dyin^,  Asahd,  who  while  doing  bnri- 
DCsS  ill  Cantnn  had  .sutTen-d  extreme  ill  health  from 
neuralgia,  sold  all  the  ujachinery  of  the  buMness  ex- 
<«pt  that  for  naaking  cords,  with  which  he  returned 
to  Stonghton.  In  the  spring  of  1858  a  set  of  woolen 
machinery  was  put  into  the  faotory  by  Mr.  South- 
worth  nnd  B.  L.  Morrison,  they  commencing  business 
under  the  name  of  Morrison  &  Southworth.  When 
this  partoanhip  was  formed,  it  was  a  eondition  that 
whan  Cooiider  Southworth,  Ambal*a  aon,  should  be* 


eome  of  age,  and  undentand  the  bnsinen,  be  sbonld 

take  his  father's  place.    This  portnenhip  oontinned 

until  1861.  Feb.  1, 1861,  from  somp  unknown  cause, 
the  dam  gave  way,  leaving  a  hole  forty  feet  wide  and 
fbnrlBen  ftet  deep,  and  shortly  after  this  firm  waa  dis- 
solved.   In  the  spring  of  1861  the  dan  was  rebdlt, 

a  new  and  larirer  water-wheel  put  in,  and  fiAcen  feet 
added  to  the  width  of  the  mill,  in  which  business  was 
resumed  by  Asahel  and  Consider  Southworth  under 
the  firn-name  of  A.  Sonthwotth  k  Son.  The  pro- 
doct  of  the  new  mill  was  about  seventy-five  pounds 
of  yam  per  day.  Tn  IStiR  a  brick  stack  was  built,  a 
boiler  and  endno  put  in,  and  the  factory  enlarged. 
The  building  is  now  two  stories  in  height,  with  French 
roof,  and  thiity.u{ne  by  Bfly-fbnr  feel  on  the  ground ; 
the  basement  and  floors  affording  about  eight  thou- 
sand five  hundred  feet  of  floor  surface.  In  1868,  the 
old  machinery  was  sold,  and  new  of  the  most  approved 
kind  substitnted.  In  1867,  printed  or  dihiebilla 
yama  same  into  use,  and  the  new  maehinery  that  is 
necessary  to  make  this  kind  of  goods  was  added.  In 
1872,  when  chinchilla  yarn  was  most  demanded,  they 
manafactured  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  tbouiiauii 
pounds.  In  1875,  Mr.  Asahel  Sonthworth  retired 
fVom  the  busiocas.  He  waa  thrice 'married,  first,  to 
Harriot,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Wild) 
Kinsley,  of  Easton  ;  she  was  born  Nov.  27,  1813; 
died  Oct.  9,  1853.  Their  children  were  Consider, 
Mary  B.  (died  young),  Mary  B.  (Mrs.  J.  B.  Taber, 
of  Quincy),  and  Harriot  E.  (Mrs.  W.  R.  Blake,  of 
Stoughton).  Mr.  Southworth  luarried,  .second,  Mr«. 
Sarah  D.  Fellowa,  nee  liowe,  of  Aockport ;  they  had 
one  child,  Wmm  Kinriey ;  third,  to  Mia.  Lydia  Sirift. 
Mr.  Sonthworth  devoted  hingnelf  to  bnsineas,  refi^g 
office,  only  nsoepting  those  of  school  oommitiee  and 
road  surveyor.  He  was  a  sucrc5"^ful  atitl  prosperous 
man.  He  was  energetic,  of  nervous  teniperameat, 
sotive,  and  cautious,  social,  yet  unasenniiu^',  and  fond 
of  home.  His  moral  qualities  placed  him  in  accord 
with  the  highest  society,  and  he  wa?*  universally  es- 
teemed. Witli  (lie  exception  of  liis  two  years*  resi- 
dence in  Canton,  he  lived  all  his  lite  on  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  in  Stoughtoa.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Universallst  Society  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  lie  was  the  fir<<t  to  build  an 
icc-houac  and  start  the  iCe  business  in  Stoughton. 
His  death  occurred  Sept.  26, 1880. 

CONSIDBR  SouTRWOBTB  (eighth  generation),  son 
of  Asahel  and  Harriet  TKinsley)  Southworth,  bom  In 
Stoutjhton,  March  7,  IS  in.  Like  many  of  New  Eng- 
land's successful  men,  he  had  but  coiuniun-school  ad- 
Tsntagm  of  edueation,  yet  this  was  supplemented  by  a 
thorough  praotieal  knowMga  of  his  Ihthinr^s  manufae- 
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taring.   He  mamed,  March  7, 1861,  Anne  J.,d*iigh>  I 

tcr  of  I'clatiah  and  Myra  (Wales)  Stevens,  (jf  Stotn^h- 
ton.    Their  surviving  children  nrv  Ilurvt  v  K.  (boro 
Jan.  )G,  1S67)  and  iMarcia  U.  (^borii  Nov.  U,  1869),  , 
Iq  •dditum  to  the  firm  of  A.  Southwtwtli  ft  Son,  | 
in  1865,  Mr.  Soathwortli  Amned  m  jwrtnetditp  with 
Gcorpp  A.  hooper  to  maniifncfun'  honnct  wire  nml 
since  1870  has  supplied  the  inhabitants  of  Stoughton  : 
with  toe.   From  the  retireiaeiit  <^  bis  ftthw  from  1 
the  bnainen  of  A.  Southworth  &  Son,  in  1876,  Mr.  | 
.Soatbworth  continued  it  until  Jan.  1,  1880,  when  i 
hiB  brother,  E.  Kinsley  Sonth worth,  botanic  liis 
partner,  and  is  now  associated  with  him.    They  | 
boilt  aooD  nftor  «  "  ple1t«r*'-hoii8e,  thirty  by  thirty 
ftet,  and  pat  in  a  small  steam-engine.    They  could 
then  in;ike  aboul  thric  hundred  and  fiRy  jiOUDiIs  of 
yarn  per  day,  of  which  une  hundred  wa.«i  jtriiited.  In 
the  spring  of  1882  a  brick  addition  wat*  luttde  to  the 
mill,  VD  Mgbty-hone  ateun-boiler  ptit  in,  nnd  alao  an 
additional  engine.    A  disastrous  flood  in  ibe  fall  of 
1882  carried  away  a  portion  of  f!i"  d-un  and  injured  I 
(he  foundatioD  of  the  loiU.    Owing  to  the  general 
stagnation  of  tb«  woohn  intarart,  bo  imfnoroBenta 
btve  ainoe  been  nuide  laoept  to  repetr  tbe  damige  of 
tibe  flood.    Tbe  specialties  they  manu&cture  arc  .siu  h 
vnrns  m  are  used  for  Cardigan  jacket."*  and  hy  fancy-  . 
goods  knitters.    la  about  three  months  after  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Soiitbworth  oommeneed  bonaelteeping 
in  put  of  the  homestead  dwelling  of  his  grandfather, 
Col.  Consider  SouthwDrtli,  where  they  resided  until 
they  removed,  in  18TS,  to  tlie  plea^nnt  residence  now 
occupied  by  them.    In  politics  Mr.  Southworth  is  a  ^ 
temponnoe  Repobliean.   He  has  been  elected  three  | 
years  successively  sf  loctnian  and  chairman  of  the 
board,  and  during  hxa  administration  the  duties  of  ! 
the  office  have  been  extremely  retsponsible  and  ardu- 
ous.    The  elaborate  and  beantifnt  town  hall  has  re- 
oeived  laigely  of  bis  lime  and  attention  during  ita 
oonstruction,  and  every  bill  connected  therewith  was 
examined  and  audited  hy  him.    As  an  evidence  of 
the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  citixcos  of  i 
Stonghton,  and  bis  bnsioeas  ability,  we  give  the  lao-  I 
goage  of  one  of  its  sabstautial  farmers:    The  town 
hall  would  have  cost  ten  thousand  dolKin*  more  had 
it  not  been  for  Mr.  yuuthwurth.  '    He  has  only  been  | 
identified  with  town  affairs  during  the  last  ten  years,  , 
prerioosly  devoting  himself  to  his  buainem,  in  whieb  I 
he  has  been  fairly  snooessAil.   He  is  Univeisalist  in  \ 
his  belief,  and  wnf  parish  tr««a»«rer  for  seveml  years.  ' 
until  increasing  cares  caused  him  to  decline  serving 
longer.    He  joined  the  Sons  of  Temperanoe  when 
fimrtaen  years  of  age,  and  baa  never  viobtBd  bis  ob- 
lig^tkna  or  broken  the  pledge  be  then  took.   He  is 


a  man  of  poeitive  eharaeter  and  oonvietions,  yet  nn- 

obtrusive  and  unoKtentatious.  Tie  sceka  no  public 
dufie.s,  but  wlietj  called  to  lu  rlorin  tht  m  is  faithful 
tu  (he  cumiuand, — "  Whatsoever  thy  hsud  liiideih  to 
do,  do  it  with  thy  might"  His  manner  of  life  is 
quiet  and  simple,  and  he  mach  prefers  the  sodety  of 
Ills  home  and  family  to  pnrtics  or  clubs,  and  enters 
with  reluctance  public  gatherings,  ifiojoying  rural 
life,  he  takes  pleasure  in  cfoltivaUoD  of  the  soil  and 
bortienltttre,  and  has  a  fine  orohard  of  five  hundred 
trecF.  P«  rhai^  no  man  in  Stoughton  has  been  more 
earnestly  devoted  to  it8  welfare  than  he,  and  i^urely 
noDo  holds  a  higher  place  in  the  regards  of  its  people. 


COL.  CONBIDBR  SOOTHWORTH  (1). 

The  romantic  bistoiy  of  Lady  Alias  Southworth, 
who  married  Chwtrnor  William  Bradford  for  her  aaoond 

husband  in  the  infant  Plymouth  Colony,  has  been  told 
over  and  over  again  during  the  la.-t  two  hundred  and 
fifly  years,  and  of  equally  proud  and  noble  descent  aa 
any  of  tbe  English  peerage  is  the  Sonthwortb  fiumly. 
Its  tiumtlantic  genealogy  is  thus  ^ven  in  Winaor's 
"  History  of  Duxbury  "  "It  was  procured  by  Mr. 
H.  6.  Somerby,  from  the  Herald  s  college,  London, 
for  Nathan  Southworth,  Esq.,  of  Boeton.  It  is  not 
known  whether  the  fint  named  ate  to  be  underrtood 
as  in  regular  lines  of  descent,  or  collateral  branobss 
of  the  family,  fit  is  evidently  direct  litie  of  dcicent.] 
Sir  Gilbert  Southworth,  of  Southworth  Hail,  Lancas- 
ter, Knt.,  mamed  Elinheth,  daughter  of  Nlc^hm 
Dayee,  of  Saknsbnry,  in  Lanoeehira.  Sir  John  South- 
worth,  of  Southworth  Hall,  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  John  Booth,  of  Barton.  K>v]  Pi-  h^rd  South- 
worth,  of  Salmsbury,  Esq.,  married  Kiizabcih,  daugh- 
ter  of  Edward  Molineattx,  Esq.,  of  Segton,  in  Lan- 
ca.shire.  Sir  Christopher  Southworth,  of  Southworth 
Hall,  married  L'abel.  daujjhter  of  John  Dutton,  of 
County  Chester.  Sir  John  Southworth,  of  Salms- 
bury,  Kut.,  married  KUcn,  daughter  of  Richard  Lang- 
ton,  of  Newton,  Wakon  Lane :  ehildven,'^ir  TbomnSi 
Christian,  and  Richard  Southworth." 

Richard  Soutliworth.  of  London,  merchant,  mar- 
ried Jane,  daughter  of  Edward  Lloyd,  of  Shropahire : 
children, — Henry,  of  Somsnstshint  married  BKsa- 
betb,  dai^bterof  John  Piltaaat,  of  London,  meiebant; 
and  Thomas,  who  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Nicbolau 
Mynne,  of  Norfolk.  Constant  Southworth  (if  Lou* 
bcrly's  table  is  understood  ooirectly),  who  married 
Alice  Carpenter,  aftMwaids  Mrs.  Govenor  William 
Bradford,  of  Plymouth  Colony,  New  England,  wa8  aoo 
of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Mynne)  Southworth.  Their 
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duldrcn  wereTlioiu:i^  M..  Elizabeth  Rayner,  and  Con- 
stant, who  married  Elizabeth  Collier.  According'  lu  thi» 
"  Pilgrim  Memorials."  Pilgrim  Hall,  Plymouth,  stands 
OD  "a  put  of  the  extensive  estate  of  Mr.  Thomas 
SootliworUi,  in  1668,  and  w  probabt;  eonpriaed  witbiii 
the  four  acres  given  him  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Alice 
Bradford,  relict  of  Gov.  Bradfortl."  Tlioiiias  Soutli- 
worth,  "  a  magi&trate  and  good  benefactor  to  both 
ehnrah  and  oomin«nwealtb/*  died  in  1669.  [ 
Aeeording  to  dd  colonial  Tceonla,  **  on  tbo  26th  day  • 
of  March,  1670,  Mistress  Alicf  Bradford,  senior, 
changed  this  life  for  a  ln'itcr.  havin!?  nttainccl  to  four- 
score years  of  age,  or  thereabouts.  8iie  was  a  godly 
natron,  and  much  lored  while  she  lived,  and  lauonted, 
thongh  aged,  when  she  died,  and  was  honorably  in- 
terred, on  the  20th  of  the  raoiitli  aforesaid,  at  New 
PUmouth."  Alice  came  over  in  the  ship  "  Anne," 
hex  Mas  ThomaB  and  Conatant  some  time  later,  in 
1628. 

Con.-tant  ?outhworth  had  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Collier.  IvJward,  Nathaniel,  Mercy  (married  S.  Frcp- 
man),  Alice  (married  Col.  Beajamiu  Clark).  Mary 
(married  David  Alden),  Bliiabetb  (married  Wmiam 
Febea,  of  Little  Omipton),  Prienlla,  and  William. 
Nathaniel,  born  at  Plymouth,  1648,  married  Desire, 
daughter  of  Edward  Grny,  in  1672;  had  Constant, 
bom  1674^  Mary,  born  1076;  Icbabod,  born  1678; 
EUabetb,  married  James  Sproet;  Nacbanid,  bora 
16B-1 ;  and  Edward,  who  settled  in  Middleborough 
and  inarrii'd  Rridiret  Bosworth,  of  Hull,  in  171 1,  and 
died  in  1749,  leaving  four  sons,  Constant,  Edward, 
Lemuel,  and  Benjamin,  who,  as  stated  by  Judge 
Midiell,  alt  settled  in  Noitb  Bridgewater.  Constant 
married  Martha,  daughter  of  Jo^'  pli  Keith,  in  1734; 
to  them  were  born  Betsey,  in  \~'.'>^  ;  Nathaniel,  in 
1737  i  Eiekiel,  1739 ;  Martha  and  Mary,  1741  ; 
Mk,  1742;  Jedediab,  1746;  (^metant^  1747; 
Sarah,  1749,  and  Inbel,  1761.  Jedediah,  bom  in 
North  Bridgewater,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Cnpt. 
Consider  Alhcrtoti  f<rc  hio<rrnphy  of  James  Ather- 
tonj.  She  was  born  in  Stuugliion,  where  they  set- 
tled and  bad  children,'— Jedediab^  Consider,  Polly, 
Betsey,  and  Constant. 

Considt.T  SMiithwortli  vvas  known  as  colotic!,  and 
married  Mary  Hixon,  Jan.  24,  1799,  and  had  nine 
ehildren, — Lyman,  born  June  6,  1800  ;  Jarvis,  born 
Ang.  20, 1801 ;  Lemnet  D.,  bon  8epi.  7,  1802 ;  | 
Consider  A.,  bom  Hay  14, 1  so,") ;  Amasa  ;  Mira,  born 
Niiv.  3,  1^10.  married  Alva  Morri-son,  of  Braintree; 
Jedediah,  born  April  27,  1812  ^  Auabel,  Paul  D., 
bom  May  27, 1820.  Col.  (Consider  Sonthwoitb  wss  ' 
bom  April  8,  lT7B,probabljiB  Stengbton.   He  was  j 
one  of  the  primitive  shoe  mannfaetvien  of  that  pe-  ' 


riod,  and,  it  is  said,  bought  the  right  to  peg  shoes 
I  then  a  new  invention)  in  the  tnwn  nf  Stou'^hton. 
He  was  prominently  oonoected  with  the  interests  of 
StougbtoD.  As  colonel  of  the  militia,  be  was  called 
into  aotive  servioe  with  bis  regiment  in  the  war  of 
1812,  bat  was  not  called  into  aetioit.  He  held  a 
high  position  in  the  Ma.'^onic  fraternity ;  was  a  member 
of  the  First  i'ari>h  Church  ;  waa  well  developed  phys- 
ieatlj,  of  strung  positive  oharacler,  lived  in  the  west* 
em  pari  of  Stoogfaton,  and  was  espedallj  fond  of  good 
horses,  always  owning  one  or  two  fine  specimens.  He 
was  a  valuable  citizen,  generous  and  hnspitahle  in  all 
the  relations  of  life,  aad  made  a  strung  impress  on 
the  local  history  of  bis  day.  He  was  a  Kfe-long  Sem- 
ocrat,  a  true  patriot,  ancf  while  he  deprecated  the  agi- 
tatidii  that  led  tf)  the  Rebellion,  had  it  not  been  for 
his  fourscore  years  he  would  have  been  found  at  the 
front  battling  for  the  Union.  He  bad  no  sympathy 
for  traitors.  Up  to  the  tune  of  the  fbee^il  agitsp 
tion  his  sons  Were  in  political  accord  with  hhn,  when 
.^saliel  beeamo  an  active  worker  in  that  cause.  He 
died  June  6, 1863,  much  laroeoted.  Hi£  wife  was 
'  hem  July  22,  1777,  and  died  Dee.  6,  1866.  Cot. 
I  Soothworth  commenced  in  1823  a  cotton.tbmad  fius- 
tory,  which  was  finished  in  1824,  and  was  a  wooden 
buildinp;  twenty  four  by  thirty-ets»ht  feet,  with  eight 
'  feet  posts  and  a  stone  basement  story.  His  son, 
I  Conrider  A.,  who  bad  learned  the  bnrinen  in  Faw> 
tndcet,  B.  L,  took  charge  of  the  manufacturing  depart- 
ment for  some  time,  beiDir  piicceeded  hy  his  brother 
Amasa.  Work  was  begun  on  this  mill  July  13, 
1824,  and  forty-five  pounds  of  thread  were  spun  by 
I  Angnstlst.  In  Augmstninety*eii^aoda  hslfpounds 
were  spun  ;  in  September  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds. 
The  total  product  to  .Tan  1,  1  825,  was  eight  hundred 
and  fifty- three  pounds.  In  1825  two  thousand  four 
j  hundred  and  Bfty-three  and  a  half  pounds  were  pro- 
r  duced.  About  1826  Consider  A.  Sontbworth  built  a 
cord- twister,  and  he  began  to  make  cotton  cord  of 
various  colors,  used  at  that  time  to  finish  the  tops  of 
boots  and  shoes.  Those  colored  cords  were  made  in 
the  Soutbworth  finnily  nntil  the  advent  of  the  sewing- 
niuchine  changed  the  Style  of  finishing,  and  the  inan- 
ufacturiiiir  of  cordinpr  wn«  ijiven  np  in  1857,  as  tlu  re 
was  no  demand  for  the  goods.  •*Thc  Southwortbs 
made  the  first  cotton  cord  ever  mauu&ctored  in  Hss> 
aachusetts  by  water-power." 

Amasa  South  worth  (2)  waa  bom  March  4,  1807, 
in  Sfniiirhtnn;  had  a  meagre,  common-«chnoI  edu- 
cation ;  was  early  inured  to  labor,  and  for  most  of 
his  life  worked  diligently  with  both  head  and  bands. 
His  youth  wss  psssed  amiBting  his  Ikthcr  in  faming 
and  in  the  mill.  On  beooming  of  sg^  in  1828,  with 
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his  brother,  ronsider  A.,  lie  formed  the  ninnufacturinf: 
eoparlnenship  of  C.  A.  6i  A.  Soutliworth.  Tlteir  iniil 
wu  bitUi  OB  the  rite  now  oecupied  (18S3)  by  the  nill 
of  CoDHider  South  worth  &  Brother.  About  1829 
they  added  a  mill  on  the  site  of  the  present  mill  of 

A.  Sonthworth  &  Co.,  West  Stoughtou.  In  1857, 
Amasa  purchased  the  interest  of  his  brother  in  this 
aitl,  end  took  as  |Mutn«n  his  son,  Maaeeim  B.,  and 
son-in-law,  Edwin  S.  Heory,  forming  the  firm  of  A. 
Southworth  h  Co.,  under  which  name  business  ts  Ftill 
conducted,  and  manufactures  8ea  Island  and  fancy  cot- 
ton, hnrnew  twine,  line  twine,  threide,  eto.  In  1869, 
Mr.  Sonthworth  aold  hia  intereat  lohiaaon,  WilliaB  S., 
who  then  became  of  ap;e.  Mr.  Southworth  married, 
March  4.  1829.  Abij^ail,  dafip;btcr  cf  A.«a  and  Polly 
(Kent)  Sherman,  of  Marshfield.  From  Marcia  A. 
Thomas*  "  Heuortsle  of  Harahfleld,**  we  copy  this : 
*'  William  Sherman  had  a  garden  place  at  Duxbury, 
1637,  iiiid  laiiJs  t(i\v:irJ.s  (!re«'ii  Harbor,  H540.  He 
early  settled  on  the  nurtlt  aide  oi'  the  highlands,  called 
on  early  rccordii.  White's  Hill,  near  Peregrine  White's. 
He  had  John  (bom  1846),  Williitfn,  and  perhapa 
othen."  From  its  location  and  the  family  name, 
this  wan  written  of  Mrs.  Soulli wortli's  nncesfors,  as 
tbi»  describes  the  old  homestead  of  her  birth.  Her 
Ibtber,  Asa  Shersiaii,  bom  April  12,  1773,  was  a 
llirtner  of  Marahfield,  and  owned  and  commanded  a 
eoatting  vessel.  He  was  a  militia  eaptuin,  un  active 
and  energetic  ninn,  well  acrjuainted  with  many  people, 
and  held  in  high  repute  by  his  townsmen.  He  mar- 
tied  Polly  Kent,  and  had  Polly,  born  Sept.  15, 1799; 
Asa,  born  Feb.  28,  18U1  ;  Wealthy,  born  Feb.  22, 
1803;  Aln«;ail,  Imrn  Aug.  15,  18U6;  Alice  W.,  born 
Feb.  24,  1810;  and  William,  born  May  25,  1813. 
Social,  honest,  patriotic,  and  upright,  he  died  April 
26,  1870,  aged  ninety-aeven.  His  wife,  bom  I)eo. 
28, 1775,  died  Jan.  10,  1878,  aged  one  hundred  and 
two  years  and  thirteen  da}'s.  She  was  a  lady  of  the 
old  school,  of  sweet  dispoeilioa  and  coarteoua  mau- 
ners,  and  much  belored.  The  ehildren  of  Anaaa 
and  Abigail  Sonthworth  are  A.  MaMna,  bora  Dee. 
10,  18;50,  married  E.  S.  Henry,  ha^  three  living 
ehildrrn;  Walter  K.,  born  ,Tn!y  If*..  1804;  Alice  S-, 
born  June  29, 18G7  ;  and  KUa  S.,  bom  Jan.  14, 1871. 
Hasaena  born  Jan;  7,  1834,  married  Ellen  K., 
daughter  of  Albert  G.  and  Hannah  Voae  (Gay)  Elaton, 
March  12,  IStjG.  Their  children  are  Grace  E.,  born 
April  2.  1871  ;  Fred.  W.,  born  Sept.  25,  1^74  ,  nnd 
Inez  M.,  born  Feb.  26,  1880.  William  I.,  born  June 
9,  1839.  married  Martha  B.,  daughter  of  Orin  and 
Polly  (Hayden)  Belcher,  Jan.  6,  18Gi.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Edith  G.,  born  S<  pt.  2*;,  18r.9,  and  William 

B.  ,  boro  Hot.  9,  1871.    Amasa  E.,  born  March  9, 


1344,  married  Abbic  M.,  da«<rhter  of  Charles  and 
Lydia  (Keonej  Dorman,  of  Itockport,  Mass.,  Dec 
25, 1866.  Their  ehildren  are  Bdwin  W.,  bom  Sept» 
22,  1867  i  Abbie  D.,  born  Feb.  10,  1877;  and 
Chester  Dean,  born  Miirch  f),  1R82.  Amass  K  re- 
sides in  East  Somerville,  and  is  a  member  of  the  tirm 
of  Hyde  &  Southworth,  wholesale  grocers,  Boston, 
Hasa.  Hr.  and  Nib.  Anoaia  Sonthworth  oommeneed 
housekeeping  in  a  small  house  near  the  present  mill 
of  A.  Snuthworth  &  Co..  and,  after  several  removal?, 
they  finally  occupied,  in  1836,  the  bouse  which  wss 
Mr.  Sonthworth's  home  till  death,  and  now  the  tm- 
denee  of  hu  widow.  This  house  was  separated  by  a 
driveway  from  one  built  exactly  like  it  by  his  brother, 
Consider  A.,  which  ba>*  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

Amasa  Southworth  was  liberal  in  all  things  of  a 
Bom\  nature,  fond  of  home  and  domeatio  circle,  of 
good  judgment,  Ktrong  character,  firm  principle,  sue* 
cessful  in  busines." :  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and  in  re- 
ligion a  Uuivermilist.  The  life  of  a  private  business 
man,  whose  promi^  are  kept  and  whose  credit  is 
good,  is  apt  to  be  nneventfnl,  as  far  aa  the  purposes 
of  a  biographical  sketch  ia  eonoerned.  Such  a  life  is 
60  becane.^  credit  accompanies  or  follow?"  Cf>rrect 
bufiine»f>  habits,  and  such  habits  mean  the  smooth 
running  of  afiairs,  when  aadi  day,  thotigh  it  brings  its 
work  and  obligationa,  leaves  Its  obligataoos  eompKed 
with  and  its  labor  performed.  Such  lives  are  the 
foundation  and  superstructure  of  society,  and  sui.'li  .i 
life  was  Amasa  Southworth's.  The  famous  and 
erentfnl  livee  may  well  be  eoqaidered  the  arohitectoial 
embellishments,  but  they  must  have  the  aolid  atrtie- 
ture  to  fiirni  theniselvos  upon.  Life  is  not  a  dream 
is  the  assertion  uf  more  tlimi  one  experience,  and  the 
lives  of  great  events  are  rendered  possible  only  by 
just  such  Kves  as  the  one  in  question.  Mrs.  Sonth- 
worth, his  couip:u;ion  of  msnj  jears,  with  unusual 
uetivity  of  uiind  and  body,  mimmnded  by  her  chil- 
dren, is  "  only  waiting"  for  the  coming  of  the  twi- 
light" to  join  her  beh>Ted  husband. 


H0».  VLISHA  0.  MONK. 

Hon.  Eltsha  Capen  Monk,  son  of  Ooorge  R.  and 
Sarah  (Capen)  Monk,  was  bora  in  Stonghtoo,  Hasif 

April  25.  1828.  From  Hon.  Ellis  Ames,  of  Canton, 
the  nritp<!  »renenlngist,  we  gather  the  following  infor- 
maticm :  "  The  ancestor  who  came  to  this  country 
was  probably  Christopher  Monk.  In  past  geoentisoa 
there  have  been  neveiul  Christopher  Honks  in  BoMOB, 
and  several  of  the  nntne  name  in  Stoughton,  one  of 
whom  was  born  Jan.  14,  1733,  another  in  1757.  At 
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the  '  Massacre'  (so  called^',  March   5,  1770,  when  ! 
the  Britbh  troops  fired  upoo  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston,  one  Christopher  Monk,  of  Boston,  an  sp- 
prentioe,  wventoeo  yem  old,  atood  next  to  Oen.  '. 
Jiwepli  Wamo,  and  wm  diot  down  by  a  bullet 
thron^h  one  of  his  lunpn.     Gen.    Warren,  who 
was  a  ^Lillfal  phjaician  and  surgeon,  tttended  him 
vr«ty  dnj  for  Mnral  years,  without  fee,  until  he 
finally  nooTcnd.   What  lebtion  be  ww  to  the 
Monks,  of  Stoughton,  is  not  now  koown.    Geoi^  j 
Monk  kept  a  '  famoan  tavern'  on  what  is  now  Park 
Street,  ia  Boeton,  in  lt)Bt!.    Another  George  Monk  , 
had  his  will  pnmn  Get  10, 1740.    Ho  was  *  shop- 
keeper in  Boston.  There  wore  four  Elias  Monka,  one 
of  whom,  greut-great-^rrandfathpr  to  Kllsliu  C  ,  came 
to  Stout'hton  about  1720,  and  since  tlien  the  f;imily 
baa  been  quite  uuuierous  there.    He  ^etiletl  iu  the 
sontheaBtern  part  of  Stonghton,  woa  a  farmer,  and  | 
died  in  1750.    He  left  at  least  two  sons, — George  and  | 
Williarii.    William  was  n  Hnldipr  in  both  the  French 
and  iudiau  wars  of  1756,  and  the  Revolution,  and  ; 
was  at  the  battle  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  at  the 
taking  of  Quebec,  under  Oen.  Wolfe.   Oeoi]go  was  . 
bom  Feb.  10,  1734,  io  Stou;;hton,  and  diedabsvt  | 
1814     I  knpw  him  very  well.    He  waa  a  farmer. 
His  son  Jacob  was  a  farmer  also.    He  was  grand- 
father to  BUsha  Capon  Honk." 

George,  father  of  Jaoob,  was  a  Tolunteor  is  the 
Revolution,  rtctlviu^  a  bounty  from  the  town,  and 
served  through  the  war.  Jncoh  marrifil  .Milly  Han- 
dail,  of  Kaeton,  whose  mother  lived  tu  the  advanced 
ago  of  one  hundred  and  fonr  years.  Their  children  \ 
were  Nathan,  Georga  R.  Stillman,  Jacob,  Aliiiira 
(^Diarrit'd  Ts.xac  Rlaiiriiar'i  ,  Kliza  died  single),  and  ' 
Caroline  (married  Chiu-ica  Stone,  of  North  Bridge- 
water). 

The  Stonghton  home  of  the  family  was  in  the  | 

south  part  of  the  town,  near  the  "  Old  Colony"  line,  ' 
and  ha«  hefri  hpH  b_v  tb(^  fnniily  from  tbo  first  occu- 
pant until  now.    .Jacob  Monk  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Epii*copul  Chureh,  a  large  man  of  fine  | 
pffssenoe,  quiet  and  unostentatious,  and  although  very 
njodc-.«f.  vrn.-^  of  >ti  rlin^'  wurth.    He  lived  to  be  sixty- 
seven.    Geor«;e  Ilatidall  Monk.  !*on  of  Jacob,  born 
about  17»i9,  had  the  educational  advantages  of  the 
poUie  schools  of  bis  day,  beeano  a  aaanufecturer  of  | 
boots  and  shoea  in  Stonghton  about  182."),  and  con- 
tinned  about  ten  years  in  that  business,  whon  hv  rr* 
moved  to  We^^t  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  establbhed  himself 
in  nannlaotaring,  but  after  a  four^years*  stay  he  gave 
np  bumneas  in  oonssqnsnoe  of  a  fall  which  produced  \ 
paralysis  of  both  legs.    He  then  returned  to  Stough-  ! 
(on,  where  be  died  Oct.  9, 1843,  aged  forty-four  years.  ^ 


He  married  Sarnh,  daughter  of  Deacon  Eli.^lm  and 
Milly  (Gay)  Capcn.  (Milly  Gay,  previous  to  her 
marriage,  spun  sod  wove  cloth  from  flax  raised  on  her 
btbw's  farm  at  Dry  Pood,  and  honelf  carried  it  to 
Boston,  and  sold  it  for  niotioy  to  pwohsse  her  wedding- 
dress.  Her  father.  Tiiuotliv  (»ay,  wasm  minnte-mnn  in 
the  Revolutiou,  and  was  called  out  to  aid  in  the  defense 
of  Bmboiy.  She  was  a  woman  of  remsrksbliB  strength 
of  character  and  physieal  endoranes,  and  taught 
school  before  her  marriage.  She  lived  to  be  ninety- 
seven  ypars  of  see.)  They  had  five  children  who 
attained  mature  years, — Geoige  B.,  Elisha  C-,  Harriet 
(doceasod ;  married  Bphraim  W.  Littlefieid,  of  Batl 
Stonghton,  and  lefl  three  children),  Addia  A. 
rniarried,  first,  William  11.  Curtifi.  h.nl  one  chilli  ;  .sec- 
ond, A.  A.  Lamb ;  they  have  had  two  children,  and 
now  live  in  Stonghton),  Eliza  F.  (married  D.  S.  ToU 
nan,  U?es  in  Brockton,  and  has  two  children). 

Klisha  C.  Monk  was  fifteen  years  old  at  his  father^S 
death.  lie  bail  a  L'ood  commoii-scln lol  education, 
supplemented  by  the  private  teaching  of  Rev.  WiU 
liam  Cornell  (a  snccesHfol  teaeher  and  psstor  of  the 
Oongrepttioaal  Church  in  Stonghton)  in  Latin,  rhet* 
oric,  etc.  He  learned  the  Vootmaker's  trade,  and  could 
make  a  pood  boot  when  oi'^hte«>n.  He  oontinned  at 
the  trade  ten  years,  and  alone  and  with  others  con- 
ducted inanufaeturing  of  boots  for  tweWe  years,  and 
was  fairly  suoeessfiil  finandally.  He  became  one  of 
the  incorporators,  in  11^72.  of  the  Stntiirbtiin  Boot 
arid  .Shoe  Company,  and  wan  its  agent.  This  l>ou- 
liuued  eight  years,  doing  an  annual  business  of  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars,  and  although  not  a 
financial  success,  still  it  gave  much  employment  to 
residents  of  the  town,  distribiitirifr  larpo  amounts  of 
money,  and  beoefitiog  the  community  by  the  conse- 
quent ineressa  of  its  bnsmsm.  In  1870,  Mr.  Honk 
wont  West  ss  one  of  the  original  corporation  Union 
Colony")  which  established  the  town  of  Greeley,  Col. 
Ho  vtm  nno  of  tlir  trusts  c.-;  the  first  ynr  of  the 
colony,  and  erected  the  tirst  building  in  the  new  town. 
This  colony  wss  one  of  the  most  succenful  erer  nn> 
derlakcn,  and  will  ever  be  historic  from  the  sairacity 
and  shrewd  wisdom  uf  its  founder^*.  Mr  Monk  has 
been  financially  interested  in  Greeley  uittil  the  present 
year.  For  the  last  ten  years,  and  until  within  a  few 
months,  ho  has  been  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Monk  Jlc  Ingalsbe,  transacting  a  mercantile  business 
in  (rreeley  and  at  Colorailo  Sprini.'«. 

Mr.  Monk  has  ever  been  in  the  foremost  file  of 
political  progress.  He  was  a  member  of  the  organiaap 
tion  of  Sona  of  Temperance  in  Stonghton  for  twenty 
years,  and  until  the  dissolution  of  the  lodge.  He 
early  became  connected  with  the  Free-Soil  movement^ 
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and  was  darted  on  tbiit  i<siic  and  tieket  to  rcpref«cnt 
Stoughtoii  io  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1850.  ^ 
Am  this  noTement  gatbered  atrength,  and  the  great  ; 
civil  war  was  forced  upon  the  countiy,  Mr.  Monk 
gave  liis  lu'artiest  efforts  to  the  inaiiif'  nance  of  the 
TTninn  :uid  the  sucfrss  of  tho  Republican  party.  He 
gave  iiiucb  of  his  time  in  iiliing  the  quota  of  Stougb- 
toD  in  (he  munennn  drafta  made  upon  her  fmr  aoMiecB  | 
io  the  field,  and  the  promptitude  with  which  she  re> 
sponded  to  theni  wan  lar-jety  due  to  his  exertions. 
As  «  Bepabiioaa  be  represeuted  bis  dititrict  in  the  . 
Senate  of  Maaneliiiselta  io  1866-67,  and  aerved  with  [ 
credit  od  importaiit  committeea.   In  religioos  belief 
he  i-;  a  Universalist, 

Mr.  Monk  ni:irried,  Jan.  H,  1851,  Sally  B.,  dau-l.- 
ter  of  Ethan  and  Sarab  (Wttuworthj  French.  She 
was  bora  ia  Stooghton,  Aug.  2.3, 1835.  Their  ehiU 
dren  are  Bertha  L.,  Oeorge,  and  Eunice  C.  Bertha 
inarrlc  i  liiiaac  V.  Manilon,  a  member  of  the  ntaoufac- 
turiu_'  hi)ti?e  of  Farrcll  k  Marnton,  Stoutrhton,  and 
huii  uue  child, — Isaac  Bertraui.    Mr.  Monk  raoks 

among  (he  auooeaaful  men  of  whom  Stooghton  la 
wor(bil7  proud.   CoDserrative.  \  ct  aotnated  bj  coo- 

virtions,  be  has  iu'vor  be«»n  a  iiitidnmci?  In  frnc  jirnir- 
ress,  but  om  of  its  most  earnest  assistants.  Pleasant 
and  nnreatraioed  in  social  intorconrso,  faithiiil  in  all 
(be  rdatiotts  of  lift,  those  who  have  known  him 
kmgeet  aie  his  strongest  friends. 


LVCIUB  CLAPP. 

Thomas  Clapp  (1),  the  first  American  ancestor 
of  Lucius  Clapjt,  was  born  in  Dorchester,  England,  in 
ir>'J7,  and  came  of  tin  old  Devun^bire  family  of  Danish 
SKtraetion.  He  came  to  thu  eonotry  probably  in 
163H,  as  in  his  name  appears  on  the  town 

rwArd**  of  Dorchester,  ill  whicli  town  Ik-  wa'^  admitted 
a  freeman  in  1638.  lie  afterwards  removed  u>  Wey- 
mouth, next  to  Sciluate,  where  he  was  deacon  of  the 
cbnroh  in  1647.  He  naa  an  enterprising,  energetie, 
and  useful  man  ;  was  deputy  in  IG49,  and  overseer 
of  the  poor  in  1GG7,  si.Tvinr.  first  term  of  the  ex- 
istence of  those  office  in  the  town.    He  married 

Abigail  ,  had  nine  children,  and  died  April  20, 

1684,  greatly  respected.  His  third  child,  Samael  (2), 
marric^l  June  14,  lOGCi,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gill,  of  IfinL'liam.  H**  inh«»r!fed  hi<<  father's  resi- 
dence ;  was  a  distinj^uishcd  man,  and  notably  so  in 
Scituate,  his  native  town,  whloh  speaks  well  for  his 
ability,  as  it  (hen  contained  some  of  the  ablest  men  in 

the  rnlony.  IL-  w.i'  ei.dit  vrars  depntj"  nf  I'lynmutli 
Colony.    After  the  union  of  riymuutb  and  Ma^- 


chiwetts  Colonies,  be  was  representative  to  the  General 
Court  of  Masibacbu.setts  iburteeu  yens,  la  maoy 
Other  and  important  ways,  he  serred  his  town  and 
colony  with  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  died  at  an  advanced 
afre.  He  bad  ten  children,  of  wlioin  .Iom  [  h  (3;  was 
second,  and  was  born  Dec.  14,  ICtJS.  He  married 
and  lived  all  bis  days  in  Scituate,  where  be  owned 
land.  He  had  twelve  ebildrsn.  Hb  son  Joseph  (4), 
bom  July  15.  ITOl,  was  deacon,  inherited  his  father!^ 
estate;  tuaniiHl,  fir^t,  Hannah  Briggf;  B»«e»>nd.  Sarah 
Perkins,  and  reared  a  family  of  fifteen  children.  His 
eldest  son,  Joseph  (5),  bom  in  Scitnate,  Feb.  21, 
1734-^,  married  there  Elisa  Turner,  and  spent  the 
latter  portion  of  his  B&  ebewbere.  He  had  six  cbil- 
dirn,  ono  of  whom,  Barnard  ((}],  horn  in  Sdttiate, 
married  Lydia  Packard  and  settled  in  Braiotree, 
where  he  died  io  1803,  Isaviog  twochlldreo, — (%srles 
(7)  and  Lydia  (married  Daniel  Holbrook).  Charles, 
born  in  Braintree.  Jan.  10,  1705,  was  early  an  orphan, 
his  mother  dyinL'  wlieii  ho  wrc.«  ^cart-cly  two  yo^rs 
old,  and  his  father  wheu  iie  was  about  eight.  He  was 
taken  by  bis  onde,  Nathan  Packard,  a  farmer  ef 
Nor(h  Bridgewater,  with  whom  he  remained  ittlCfl  Us 
majority.  H**  acquired  sufficient  oducatlon  to  enable 
him  to  teach  several  terms  of  school  in  early  life,  and 
in  which  be  gave  groat  Mtisiaotion.  Ue  married 
Sally,  daugbier  of  Natlutoiei  sod  Betsey  Haoley,  who 
was  born  in  North  Bridgewater,  and  shortly  afterset* 
tied  in  North  Enston  an  a  farmer.  In  182!,  he  came 
to  Stoughton,  purchased  seTenty-five  acres  of  land, 
which,  with  additinns,  now  is  the  turn  oeenpied 
bis  sou  Lneins,  and  was  ever  after  a  lestdsnt  then. 
He  died  Jan.  16, 1838,  a  quiet,  unostonfatiou^  man,  of 
good  repute.  He  held  the  various  town  office  of  im- 
portance with  credit,  and  was  called  out  to  defend  the 
coast  io  (he  war  of  1813.  Hb  children  were  Lndua 
(  8),  and  Oharlss,  who  died,  aged  nineteen,  in  1846. 
He  was  a  y<"\'vs  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
(]uiut  and  uuad.-iuuiiug  in  his  manners,  honorable  and 
upright  in  his  life,  making  friends  of  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  him.  He  was  n  good  sebolar,  having, 
beside  his  oommon-eebool  education,  studied  asveial 
tvrm»  nt  nn  acfidcniy,  and  was  engaf^ed  in  a  course  of 
studies  al  the  normal  sobool  io  Bridgewater,  prepar- 
ing himself  for  fbtore  osoMnsss,  of  whidi  be  gave 
great  promtss,  when  he  wss  piesdatcd  by  consamp* 
tion. 

Lucius  Clapp  is  the  eighth  in  direct  dew'cnt  from 
Thomas,  the  emigrant,  and  wus  bom  io  North  Bridge* 
wster  (now  Brockton),  Man.   He  was  educated  at 

common  and  private  schools ;  was  reared  a  farmer ; 
toiik  {ifidi-  ill  agriculturt',  and  has  alway<^  followed 
tlut  avocatioD,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  representatire 
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farmers  of  this  pro<.'res!»ive  ago.  Ho  has  always  re- 
sided on  his  father's  homestead  j  has  been  succesflful 
in  bonooHt  aod  bw  aied  tbe  fimds  Pkovidfliuie  hu 
ffna  into  bis  care  wisely,  and  done  nmcb  to  make 
him  ren3j'inl>fri>il  as  a  Hboral  and  kind-hearted  innn 
Ht!  marritil  Kuiily,  daii^liter  of  Lewis  Waters,  July 
14,  liykl.  Formerly  a  Whig,  Mr.  Ciapp  liaa  been 
idoDtifiaf  with  tbe  noet  progreMiv«  political  craed*. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  Free-Soilers,  and  chairman 
of  tlif  first  Free  Suil  ineetitig  held  in  Sinughton. 
Since  iu  organization  he  has  supported  tbe  Republi- 
can  party.  He  bis  beea  nmnber  of  scbool  eoonnlt* 
tees  MTera)  j«tn»  and  irieetBiaD  of  Stoagbton  aevea 
yeaia,  aod  now  (1883)  holds  tbat  poMtkni.  H«  bas 

always  been  pronounced  in  advocacy  of  lempenuiee, 
aod  has  been  connected  with  every  movement  for  the 
betteraifliit  and  advanoenent  of  bb  nali^o  lowa.  Ho 
b  aa  atteadant  and  inpporter  of  tbe  Hetbodiit  Epia- 
eopa]  Church. 

We  might  write  much  of  the  e<«(ecra  in  which  he 
in  held  by  the  hotter  element  of  the  communitj  in 
wbiob  he  bas  passed  bis  entire  life,  bnt  we  foibear, 
Isaring  tbat  wa  might  wound  a  modest,  retiring  na- 
ture, when  we  only  sought  to  do  inr^tiee.  We  mnst. 
however,  give  the  remark  made  by  a  prominent  citi- 
sen  ooooeniiog  him,  "  He  k&selectmaa  in  the  fullest 
•ad  bigbest  sense  of  tbe  term,  an  able  man,  and 
and  faithful  as  aUe/' 


HOBBET  POBTBB. 

Robert  Porter  is  (eighth)  in  direct  descent  from 
Richard  Porter,  who  with  others  came  over  from 
Weymouth,  England,  in  1635,  and  settled  at  Wey- 
montb,  MaM.  In  tbe  years  1648, 1654, 1663,  and 
1668  grants  of  land  wer<>  made  to  Riohard  Porter. 
He  was  continually  in  (ifTiee  sis  fielectman.  cnn«faMe, 
and  upon  eummittecH  ;  was  a  member  of  the  original 
church, — Brother  Richard  Porter"  often  occurs  on 
the  tid  raeoida.  Tbe  name  of  bis  wife  was  probably 
Ruth,  aod  be  was  doubtless  nnirried  af>er  arriving  in 
this  countrv.  IK'  di^d  beiwi  .d  Uec.  25,  1688,  the 
date  of  bis  will,  and  March  6,  108U,  the  date  of  the 
ioTentoiy  of  his  eststs.  Tbe  oommenoement  of  this 
will  is  qnaint,  and  worthy  a  place  in  this  history. 
*'  I,  Richard  Porter,  of  Weymonth,  io  New  Englaod, 
beinj;  apprehensive  of  niy  near  approaching  departure 
out  of  this  world,  and  being  through  the  mercy  of 
God  of  a  abort  memory  and  disposing  mind ;  tmot- 
lag  in  tbe  mercy  of  Ood  tbrongh  ye  Lord  Jcsns  Christ 
for  eternal  life:  Do  makf  this  ray  la.'^t  will  &  testa- 
ment."   The  litxe  from  Riobard  to  Robert,  of  whom 


we  write,  is  Richard  (I),  Jidiii  2  ,  Samuel  (3), 
Samuel  i-i),  Juiieph  {p),  Robert  (6),  Robert  (7), 
Robert  (8).  John  Porter  (2)  is  nsationed  in  ihs 
Porter  genealogy  as  one  of  the  aieet  enterprising  men 
of  his  time.  He  had  many  land  grants,  and  was  a 
larje  purchaser  of  lands  in  ancient  Bridirewater.  In 
Iti'J^  he  built  the  firvt  saw-mill  in  what  is  now  South 
Abin«!too,  St  "  Little  Comfort,**  and  was  a  ttsefni, 
honored  dtitsn,  boldiog  all  the  various  town  offices 
at  different  times.  Jofsejil)  .  H).  Imrii  June  10,1730, 
lived  in  Rridgcwater  and  Stoughton,  moving  from 
Bridge  water  to  Sloughton  in  1777.  He  and  his  wife 
were  admitted  to  the  North  Bridgewater  Charoh,  of 
which  his  ande,  John  Porter,  was  the  minister  in 
1780.  Tie  was  a  lieutennnt  in  the  militia  in  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Robert  Porter  (6),  son  of 
Joseph  and  BUsabeth  (Barriil)  Porter,  bom  ia 
Bridgewater,  M areb  30, 1762,  was  a  fanner,  and  re* 
sided  in  Stoughton  ;  married  Eliiuibetb  Gay,  June  5, 
1794  ;  he  had  sevenil  children,  aninnpr  them  Robert 
(7).  Mr.  Porter  was  au  active,  energetic  man,  was 
eaptaio  of  militia,  and  serrod  his  day  and  goneratioo 
well.  Re  died  Ang.  18,  1835.  We  oome  now  to 
Robert,  father  of  the  present  Robert  Porter.  He  was 
born  in  Stoughton,  Dec.  19,  179S;  marritd  (irst, 
Fannie  B.,  daughter  of  Uriah  Cap^u,  of  Stoughton, 
Aug.  20, 1822 ;  seeond,  Bnnios  FreesMn,  of  Orisons, 
June  24,  \!^?>2  third,  Mrs.  Caroline  P.  Amss,  of 
Milton,  June  5,  1875.  His  children  numbered  thir- 
teen, Robert  being  the  oldest.  He  died  Nov.  9, 
1876,  aged  eerenty'sigbt.  He  was  a  ftimerand  laigs 
real-cBtate  owner,  and  for  more  thaa  fifty  yean  owned 
aod  lived  upon  the  latjd  wlure  the  town  hall  now 
stands.  Hf  laid  out  and  built  i'urter  and  Canton 
Streets  as  far  as  the  Catholic  Church,  also  School 
Street  ftom  Peari  to  same  point,  theoee  westerly  orer 
his  land  nearly  to  Water  Strict.  He  aUo  eitcndsd 
Canton  Street  to  the  line  lu-tweiti  liitn  and  his  son 
Robert  (8),  being  nearly  a  mile  in  the  whole,  selling 
the  lots  to  the  first  builders  and  dwellers  thereon.  He 
was  a  **  nad-bnilder"  ftom  bis  early  days,  having 
built  the  road  through  Ames'  Pond  about  1830,  also 
the  road  thrfiUL'li  ilic  old  mill-pond  at  tlu'  bead  nt"  ihe 
present  Brockton  reservoir,  in  1838.  In  the  latter  he 
had  a  partner,  Mr.  Samuel  Ckpeo.  His  trade  was  that 
of  stooe*masoofy,  and  he  ased  to  say  tliat  ho  "  had 
stoned  wells  enough  to  measure  three  miles.'^  He 
trut  out  baidwood  timber,  and  inanirnr.'it.  d  tbe  wood 
and  lumber  business  now  carried  on  by  itis  son 
Robsrt.  He  held  sevWal  town  olBoes,  saeh  ss  ool< 
lector,  constable,  etc.,  was  at  one  time  deacon  of  the 
Fniversnli^t  Cimreb,  l<i it  afterwards OOOneCtCd biSMelf 

with  the  CoDgregatiooalists. 
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KoKF.rrr  I'ohteh  (8)  was  born  in  Stotighton,  on 
tlie  Uriah  Cupen  ( hia  gruDdfathcr's)  place  on  Pleasant  i 
Street,  Dec  6,  1823,  mwrritd  Mar;  Holmes  Dnke, 
daughter  cf  Luther  Drake  and  Catherine  (Pope) 
Holmes,  liis  wifp,  Nov.  16,  1848.    Mrs.  Portpr  wa« 
born  in  Sau<lwieli.    Their  children  arc  Mary  Emma 
(1),  died  young;  Mary  Emma  (2j,  born  Dec.  26,  ■ 
ISfiO,  died  Dec.  25,  1877;  Thema  Jane,  boro 
March  17,  1853;  Robert  D.,  bom  July  29,  1855;  ' 
KIlis  B.,  born  April  28,  1800;  and  A.  Su  John  ' 
Cbambr<;-,  born  Sept.  27,  1867. 

Mr.  Porter  had  oolj  the  adTantages  of  (be 
adioola,  and  as  he  wis  eariy  put  to  Uhor,  h«  oppor- 1 
tuoities  for  education  were  very  limited.    When  four 
years  old,  in  the  summer  of  1828,  he  rode  and  drov<» 
borae  to  plow,  continnin<;  this  for  hia  father  and 
otbets  aatil  his  next  younger  brother  was  dd  enough 
to  aapersede  biu.    When  about  eight  years  of  age 
he  bptrmi  to  arcompanv  his  futluT  on  lii.-i  trips  to  ' 
Boston  and  drive  tf-am,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
pre&eut  has  been  an  active  laborer  in  various  depart-  i 
meiilB  of  hoaiiien.   As  soon  as  he  waa  dd  enough  to 
ridot  ho  wsaset  to  ride  horse  in  plowing  out  com,  and 
when  nine  ypars  oil  "held  plow  and  drove  for  him- 
self."   He  remained  with  hia  father  on  the  fana  and  [ 
doing  stone-maaoQ  work  until  bo  was  twenty-one. 
He  eatabliahed  biaiseif  in  btmoeiB  in  1845^  by  pnr- 
chasing  a  timber  lot  in  Ea.ston,  from  whicli  he  removed 
the  timber  and  wood  and  also  made  charcnnl.  He 
has  dealt  in  wood  and  timber  ever  since,  about  forty  i 
years.    He  did  everything  that  oame  in  his  way  to  ' 
make  an  honest  day's  work,  drove  team,  stoned  eel-  ; 
lars.  (liitr  wi  lls,  laid  stone  walls,  and  has  always  been  ; 
profioieni.    Among  other  things,  selling  and  carting  | 
(with  some  aid  in  loading)  fifty  cords  merchantable  < 
oak  and  ohestnut  wood  four  miles,  on  twelve  and  ooe> 
half  consecutive  days,  the  loads,  many  of  them,  being 
fliviil.  il  bi'twccn  tliree  and  four  purchu^ifrs.    This  was 
hauled  on  an  eight-foot  wagon,  and  one  load  of  heavy  i 
oalc  contained  nineteen  and  five-twdflhs  oord  feet, 
and  was  ao  high  that  sometimes  a  hind  wheel  would  ■ 
rise  upon  the  road.    This  was  in  1847  or  1848,  and 
when  fifty  years  of  aire  cut  seven  cord"!  of  pine  wood 
in  one  day;  at  another  time,  one  and  thrcc-eightlw  ' 
oords  in  seventy-four  miaates,  of  whieh  witnesses  are  , 
now  Uvjog.    When  thirteen  ycnrs  old  he  practiced 
tending  windlass  for  well-digging,  and  lowered  tubs 
of  stnno  into  wells  for  his  father  to  Iny.    At  one  time, 
when  near  the  bottom,  the  tub  got  ilie  tt^ri,  ovcrbal-  ^ 
aneing  him,  as  he  weighed  less  than  one  haodred 
poooda,  throwing  him  over  the  windlaas.    He  shrank 
fmm  no  prudin  iivc  finplnvtiK  nt.  hut  nrvor  ^rrove  to 
make  a  dollar  dishonestly.    He  purchased  the  place  ' 


where  he  now  lives  .Tunc  15,  1852.  Thi?  was  oritri- 
naliy  tbrty-bvc  acres,  and  to  this  he  has  added  by  pur- 
ebaae  antil  he  now  has  in  this  plaee  one  h«ndt«d  and 
two  acres,  urid  altogether  about  three  hundred  aeres. 
When  Mr.  Porter  jmrchuHed  this  [ilaco  it  was  much 
run  down,  having  scarcely  a  rod  of  good  fence  and  a 
few  "  tumble-dowa"  walls,  and  he  could  onljLCut  three 
tons  of  Ei^f^ish  hay  on  the  entin  phoe.  Tknb  this 
nspromising  beginning,  Mr.  Porter,  by  expeodttura 
of  frreat  time  ami  labor,  hss  changed  it  from  a  barren 
waste  to  a  rich,  productive  farm.  It  has  been  said 
that  **bo  who  made  two  Uadet  of  grass  grow  where 
oaty  one  grew  before,  waa  a  pnUie  benefhetor."  How 
much  more  applicable  is  this  term  to  Mr.  Porter. 
The  farm  was  almost  covered  with  wood,  through 
which  one  could  scarcely  see  a  house.  He  cleared 
off  the  wood,  extirpated  the  stomps,  and  hid  out  a 
private  road  across  his  fanii,  along  which  and  the 
public  hi<:hway  he  has  set  out  fine  .siiade  (rtc.^.  being 
about  a  mile  of  distance.  He  has  constructed  hun- 
dreds of  rods  of  drainage,  open,  stone,  and  tile.  One 
drain,  a  rod  in  width,  is  over  ^hty  rods  in  lengith. 
Also  stone  walls  of  great  heanty  and  solidity,  and 
developed  a  clinrniing  scene  of  pastonil  heanty  from 
the  primitive  wilderness  by  his  energy  and  ia$Ce. 
Mr.  Porter  is  a  modal  ftmw,  cols  more  than  sixty 
tons  of  ibddor,  ftUows  no  qiedalty,  bat  eofsaiiBB  in  all 
departments  of  agriculture  applicable  to  this  section. 
He  was  the  first  to  establish  the  coal  businc^  in 
Stoughlon,  which  he  has  carried  on  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  oentury.  In  this  he  disposes  of  from 
three  to  four  thousand  tuns  per  atinuui.  By  the 
stringency  of  the  panic  time^,  in  1*^77.  Mr.  Porter 
was  compelled  to  compromusc  with  his  creditors  at 
sixty  cents  on  the  dollar.  That  hb  honesty  aod  iis- 
tegrity  wss  not  impeaehed  by  this  is  evidenoed  by 
the  fact  that,  immediately  afber  settlement,  hb  Ciod* 
iters  off  red  to  advance  him  funds  to  continue  hi<» 
bttsioess.  In  public  and  private  lite  Mr.  Porter 
takes  a  high  moral  and  religions  irtand,  and  hdds  the 
most  sdvaaoed  positions.  His  pditical  life  has  had 
three  stagfc«,  Free-Soil.  Republican,  and  Prohibition. 
HaviiiL'  no  aspiration  for  office,  he  has  only  accepted 
that  of  chairman  of  selecimeo,  one  term  (1S54). 
He  has,  however,  allowed  his  oatne  to  ran  in  eonn(e> 
tion  with  senatorial  and  olher  ofiic«>  on  Proliilitiott 
tickets,  mcrclv  as  the  representative  of  a  principle, 
and  enjoyed  the  saiistaction  of  mnning  ahead  of  bis 
ticket.  He  is  an  industrious,  hard-working  dtixen, 
and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the  oomttimitj. 
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CHAPTER  XZZIY. 

BOLBBOOX. 


wr  A.  >.  •raoDi.. 


£L8KWflEa£  ia  this  volume  Holbrook  is  alluded 
to  M  the  daughter  of  Randolph.  Taohotcallj,  dib  is 
OOtneC  enough  ;  practically,  however,  the  distillOtiOD 
between  the  West  and  Eaat  villages  of  thf  present 
town— now  respectively  the  towns  of  Randolph  and 
Holbrook — was  as  marked  for  uianj  jears  previoiiBto 
the  divinoo  m  it  hM  ever  been  ainoe.  The  oentres 
ef  the  two  villages  were  nearly  two  miles  apart,  and 
although  there  was  a  woU  built  Mtxbway  cxtenrlins  al- 
iDOSt  in  a  straight  line  between  them,  the  communities 
did  not  grow  together,  and  to  this  dsj  the  atieet 
Inded  to  is  hat  sesntay  settled  for  the  greater  pert  of  its 
length. 

General  History.— The  division  of  the  town  of 
Kandolph,  by  a  line  running  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
CSoebeto  River,  had  been  a  topie  of  eonvenstion,  ea- 
petdellj  ia  East  Randolph,  for  many  years  previous  tu 
the  autumn  of  1871,  when  the  fir^e  roally  decisive 
steps  were  taken.  In  January,  ]8C>7.  two  meetings 
to  consider  the  subject  were  held,  at  which  it  waa 
evident  that  a  msjority  of  the  dtiseas  of  East  Ran- 
dolph were  in  favor  of  thi>  formation  of  a  new  town 
east  of  the  (31d  Colony  Railrotid  line  ;  but  there  was 
not  the  harmony  und  unanimity  which  seemed  dwir- 
able,  and  the  matter  was  dropped.  Bariy  in  the  au- 
tnnn  of  1871,  however,  it  aeemed  to  aome  that  the 
time  for  a  suoasirfol  effort  in  that  direction  had  oome, 
and  preliminary  work  was  bpjnHi,  culminating  in  aciti- 
aens*  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 6th.  This flieetitlg  was  largely  attended,  and  great 
CDthuaiaaai  prevailed.  It  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
William  Gray,  and  orpuni/.od  by  tlie  fliiuceof  Mr.  L, 
8.  Whitoonib  as  chainuau,  and  Mr.  E.  Fniuk  Lincoln, 
secretary.  The  following  resolve,  offered  by  Mr.  Frauk 
W.  Lewis,  was,  after  a  full  diasuasion  by  several  of 
the  moet  prominent  dtiaens,  aooepted  and  adopted  by 
a  riaing  vote,  only  one  native  vote  being  recorded : 

"  Rttoheil,  That  it  1«  the  !>«n«e  of  thia  meeting  thftt  it  ex- 
pedient tbnt  the  portion  of  Randolph  lying  OMt  or  the  Old  Col- 
tmf  aad  Nawport  BailriMd  b«  Mt  «ff  fftun  Um  oiaia  town  and 

inoorporated  as  a  new  town." 

Executive  nnd  othrr  committees  wereclio6«  ii  iimi  >iA 
to  work.  On  the  following  duy  (December  tith)ut'uruial 
petition  was  mgned  by  Mr.  B.  N.  Holbrook  and  thir- 
teen others  and  recorded  in  the  olBoe  of  the  Seeretary 

of  State,  nrifl  on  the  '^'th  it  wn<»  server!  upon  the  town 
of  Randolph  by  a  deputy-sheriff.    A  second  citizens' 


meeting',  h«>ld  on  Saturday  cveuini:,  December  9th,  was 
made  noteworthy  by  reason  of  tlie  proposal  by  Mr. 
E.  N.  Holbraolc,  there  advaneed,  to  give  to  the  tiew 
town,  in  the  tjveut  of  its  incorporation,  the  sum  of 
6fty  thimsind  dollars — of  which  twenty-ru  e  thousand 
dollars  were  to  be  expended  for  a  town  hall  and  library 
building,  ten  thousand  dollara  for  a  public  library,  and 
the  ranunlag  flftsea  thousand  dollam  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  town  debt,  or  some  kindred  object.  The 
idea  which  still  rt>mainR  current  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, more  particularly  outaide  the  borders  of  the 
present  town,  that  Mr.  Holhraok  made  his  mnnifieent 
gift  eoBdittonal  npon  the  prepoasd  town  being  named 
for  him,  deserves  emphatic  contradiction  nt  the  hands 
of  the  present  writer,  based  upon  the  most  reliable 
contemporary  tesumony.  At  the  meeting  where  (he 
generous  proposal  was  made,  the  eitisena  aaaemUed  at 
ooee  brought  forward  the  name  Holbrook**  for  the 
new  town,  and  it  received  aliuopt  Tinnnimonn  approval 
by  the  townspeople.  The  name  was  adopted  not  so 
much  in  honor  of  any  one  man,  as  in  recognition  of  • 
family  of  old  leaidmite,  who  had  beeome  weahhy  in 
the  prosecution  of  legitimate  business,  and  who  had 
always  shown  themselves  enterpri«insr  and  public- 
spirited,  and  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  community 
with  whidi  they  were  for  ao  many  yeaia  identified. 
At  the  meedog  of  Deeemher  9di,  thenfore,  it  was 
immediately  voted  that  the  Legislature  be  petitioned 
to  name  the  new  town  Holbrook,  if  incorporated,  and 
three  cheers  were  given  for  the  name,  and  three  more 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  for  Mr.  Holbrook.  Petitions 
and  Sttbseription  pu{>ers  were  actively  drcnlated,  fre- 
quent mcetin'z'  of  tlo'  executive  committee  were 
held,  and  the  lluu.  Vj.  W.  Morton,  of  Boston,  was  en- 
gaged to  act  OS  counsel  for  the  advocates  of  division. 
Abont  Jan.  8,  187S,  the  first  petitioa  waa  pre- 
scnti  d  to  the  Senate  by  Senator  Carpenter,  of  Fox- 
Itoro'.  Up  to  this  lime  the  project  had  been  regarded 
by  the  citiiens  of  West  Randolph  as  visionary  j  but 
they  now  saw  that  it  mnat  he  met  in  a  serioua  aphit 
On  January  18ih  a  town-meeting  waa  held  ia  Stetaoa 
Hall,  West  Randolph,  "  to  take  action  on  the  petition 
of  E  N.  Holbrook  and  oihei^,"  at  which  it  was  voted 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  oppose  the  divisioa  of  the 
town,  and  to  inatruet  the  representative  (o  the  Legis- 
lature, Mr.  Ludovicus  F.  Wild,  of  East  Randolpl),  to 
carry  out  the  cxprc.**ed  wi^h  nf  the  town,  or  resit^n. 
Al!  this  was  done  in  the  face  of  liie  vif»orou>  ojip.^si- 
liou  of  the  citizens  of  East  Randolph,  but  tliey  were 
outvoted,  as  often  before.  The  hearinga  befora  the 
lagialatiTe  C!ommittee  on  Towns  were  begun  on  Janu- 
arv  •.?4»h,Mr.  Morton.  previously  stated,  appearing 
for  the  piititiotiers,  and  the  tlou.  B.  W.  Harris  (now 
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of  Kast  Bridj^watcr)  for  the  romon«itrant«.  Bofora 
tlieir  clcwe  uii  event  occurred  which  filled  the  hearU 
of  the  people  of  En(  Rtndolpb  with  profemid  hmI- 
ii«M.  This  wBf  th«  sudden  deatb,  on  Feb.  6, 1873, 
of  Mr.  Elisha  Niles  Holbrook,  the  benefactor  of  the 
future  tnwn  Thoujih  a  dijjression  from  the  subject 
iiumcdiatciy  in  hand,  perhaps  no  more  appropriate 
plaee  than  the  preaent  nay  be  foond  io  wbiob  to 
nlltlde  to  Mr.  UoibrcMtk't*  career. 

He  was  born  in  Ka>t  Itandolph,  Oct  :{!.  ISOO.  mid 
was  the  second  mn  and  fifth  child  ui'  Deacon  Klisha 
and  Anna  Holbrook,  of  Randolph.  Wis  opportaohiee 
for  an  eaiij  ednoation  were  not  Knited,  judged  by  tbe 
atandard  in  Taf(U  at  the  period  of  his  lii  th.  For 
finme  tiino  ti.'  wns  n  pupil  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  iStron^,  his 
first  pastor,  who,  besides  tbe  labors  of  the  pulpit  and 
the  pariah,  eoodveied  the  etadiee  of  many  of  hu 
yottthftil  |»ri«bioQeie,aiid  fitted  Dumeroua  young  men 
for  college.  He  was  alio  a  pupil  in  an  acadein}' 
elsewhere.  At  thp  nge  of  twenty  he  entered  upon  n 
business  career,  us  a  partner  in  a  boot  and  shoe  mao- 
vlaetoring  firm,  with  a  capital  of  one  thonaand  dol- 
lars, and  with  the  World  before  him.  He  soon  left 
the  firm  uml  conducted  Inisuu'S'^  alone,  and  in  lils  own 
way.  Thin  he  did  in  one  furoi  ur  another  for  tuure 
than  fifty  years,  to  the  last  four  days  of  bis  life. 
With  aoarodly  an  exoeptioa,  every  day'a  toil  in  Aat 
life  of  fifly  years  was  a  success.  He  gave  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  toward  the  Winthrop  church  edifice  (the 
original  building),  from  whoee  Sabbath  services  he 
was  ahient  bit  one  ^y  dnring  the  faat  fifteen  years 
of  his  life.  For  defrayiog  the  earrent  expeoaea  of 
the  society  he  paid  annually  from  one  thousand  to 
thirteen  hundred  dollars,  and  during  the  fiftc-on  years 
immediately  preceding  his  death  he  gave  away  the 
sun  of  ei^ty-five  thousand  dollars.  He  intimated  a 
wish  to  do  mora,  and  named  the  objects  on  which  he 
C'xpiTFsed  .1  willinirncsf*  to  bestow  his  benefaction.^. 
Had  his  life  been  longer  spared,  or  the  premonitions 
of  its  sudden  close  been  earlier  given,  unquestionably 
more  wonid  hare  been  done  in  the  ezeontion  of  pnr- 
po  -  r  liii  li  111'  cherished.  His  generous  gift  of  fifty 
thou.sund  dollar!*  to  the  tipw  town  liiis  been  already 
alluded  to.  The  Rev.  EzckicI  Russell,  D.D.,  in  an 
appreoiatiTe  sketch  of  Mr.  Holbrook,  says  of  him, 
"  There  was  no  taint  of  sloth  in  his  eonposition. 
Action,  industry,  entcrpri.se  were  his  life.  ...  It  is 
cortwded  tlint  he  nevi  r  failed  to  fulfil!  a  proiiu^e  or 
redeem  a  pledge,  and  that  he  never  resorted  to  un- 
lawfy»l  expedients  or  donbtfal  mrthods  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  his  wealth.  On  the  contrary,  his  esrser 
was  ever  one  of  stainless  rectitude  and  honor.  .  .  . 
Like  his  honored  father,  Deaooa  Klisha  Holbrook,  be 


was  a  liberal  PHpport<»r  of  reliiiici'^  irmfltntion^.  .  .  . 
When  a  friend  or  a  neighbor  wass  known  to  succeed 
and  prosper,  he  was  pleased,  and  never  withheld  the 
espreasion  of  his  satiifiietion.  No  bitter  saieasm  eiver 
fell  from  his  lips  against  a  neighbor  or  an  aoquriint 
ance,  or  anythin;;  that  wore  the  aspect  of  a  calumny 
or  slander.  .  .  He  was  courteous,  refioed  in  his 
tastes,  modest,  nnassnndng.  and  nevtt  obtrariTe  in  the 
statement  or  defense  of  hisopljlions.  .  .  .  Nature  had 
gifted  liiui  with  an  elegant  ppr<!nn.  with  a  pleasini; 
pre.«ence,  a  genial  countenance,  a  black  and  sparkling 
eye.  .  .  .  He  was  the  faithful,  tbe  affieotionate  hos- 
hand,  the  kind,  the  tender  father,  the  bving  grand- 
parent, and  the  sympathising  brother.  ...  He  was 
a  tinn  believer  in  the  Chri.'^tian  Scriptures  a.«  the  in- 
spired Word  of  God,  and  in  all  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  living  oneles.  He  kept  a  copy  of  then 
in  his  eoanting-moin  and  on  his  eeotrs-tabto,  and  Ibw 
were  the  days  that  were  allowed  to  pass  without  his 
perusal  of  them,  either  at  his  fireside  or  at  liis  plaoe 
of  business." 

Thongh  the  death  of  Mr.  Holhiook  eame  with  a 
sudden  shock  to  bis  fellow-townsmen,  it  -ww  no  time 
for  faltering  in  flie  pro^^ecutlnn  of  tlie  wurk  in  h.ind. 
and  the  efforts  of  the  advocates  of  a  division  of  the 
town  were  in  no  respect  suffered  to  abate.  On  Feb- 
ruary 8th  the  Oomunittee  on  Towns  reported  in  the 
Senate  a  bill  for  the  ineorporatton  of  the  town  sf 
Ilolbronk,  two  of  tbe  House  members  of  the  com- 
mittee alone  dissenting.  On  the  followiog  day  the 
bill  passed  to  its  saoond  reading,  and  on  thn  13th  it 
passsd  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  twenty-five  to  tea. 
But  the  dee i si ve  battle  was  to  be  fought  in  the  House  ; 
and  from  that  time  until  the  bill  reached  its  debatable 
stage,  on  February  l^th,  both  petitioners  and  remoo- 
strants  were  unremitting  in  their  ^oits  toaecnre  leg- 
islative supporters.  On  the  bsumentiooed  date  a 
debate  of  .six  or  seven  hours,  lasting  thmtijrh  that  dsy 
and  the  next,  resulted  in  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  to  ninety-one  for  the  bill.  Another  oonlcst 
was  wsged  npoo  the  engrossment  ef  tbe  bill,  but  sn 
engrossment  was  ordered  on  February  24th  by  cigh^- 
six  to  sieventy-ono.  Then  the  sturdy  remonstrant* 
attempted  to  secure  a  recoDsideration,  but  in  this  en- 
deavor they  were  unsaooessfiil,  and  after  passing  the 
aeversl  remaining  sti^  the  bill  reeeived  the  Gov- 
ernor's signature  on  February  29th,  and  the  town  of 
Holbrook  became  an  accomplished  fact.  Followiuiris 
a  copy  of  the  more  important  portions  of  tbe  act  of 
inoorporation : 

"  Be  I'l  enuetf  d,  etc.,  at  follow  : 

"SucT.  1.  .Ml  !hc  ti'irilory  now  within  the  town  of  RinJoIpli, 
Ib  th«  oountj  of  Norfolk,  Mmpriwd  witbia  tb*  folWvinff  Itsiia. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HOLBKUUK. 


429 


tlifti  i>  to  ^iiy  :  l>f j^iiiniiii;  iit  tlio  tbnx-  ini.nuiiiPiit  in  the  linr  lie- 
tween  Mid  Randolph  and  the  town  or  Bnintree,  on  the  niterly 
lido  of  TmMtag  Brook ;  thonoo  teklag  o  Motliwwtorly  ooam, 
in  •  Mrniplit  linp  to  a  point  sit  fed  wcstcrlv  from  th«  north- 
wMterl^  aurauT  lu  range  of  the  oortberly  side  of  the  «o-<»lled 
Eait  Randolph  «tatlon-huu«o  of  iho  Old  OokHijf  uid  Newport 
lUilraod  CompoAjr  i  thoBM  tho  mum  ot  other  •outhwoalorl/ 
eonrM  to  a  polot  on  tbo  town  lln«  dividing  Randolph  and 

5toiighl'>:i.  "Ill-  biitjilrvil  nii'i  I'nirtLM  n  f  iii"  >Miillicii«torl_v  Iruiii 
the  town  atone  monumBnt  in  taid  la«t- mentioned  dividing  line, 
•t  tho  aontliorly  tamtooo  of  Main  StrMt  in  taid  Raadolpb; 

thfticp  Koutbeasterljr,  northe««tt'rIy,  northerly,  and  wc«ffrly  a* 
the  precent  dividing  line  between  natd  Randolph  and  Stough- 
tOB,  North  Bridgewnter,  Abington,  WeymoOtJl,  tad  Braintrce 
rua,  to  the  fint-meationod  boand^  if  boftbj  iiMOr|K>ratod  iato 
a  town  bj  the  name  of  llolbrook}  and  tatd  town  of  Holbfook  is 
hereby  invp^ted  with  nil  thf  |n)«evs,  [iiivilp^i'.-i,  rlj;hl«,  aibil  iin- 
ntttnilies,  and  u  tabje«t  to  all  the  dutie«  and  reijuiiitioM  to 
wkMi  other  towni  nro  oatftlod  and  lukJoBtod  by  tko  Conititn- 
tion  and  laws  of  Ibis  CoikiiioiiuciiUIj. 

"Sect.  2.  The  inhabllauls  i>f  iisiii  tuuit  uf  ilulbrovk  *b»ll  be 
holden  to  pay  all  arrears  of  taxc«  which  have  been  legally  m- 
■MMd  upoB  then  bj  tba  (own  of  Kandolph,  and  nil  tnxoi  bore-  j 
toforo  niwaiiwid  and  not  oAlloeted  sball  be  ooUeotod  end  p«id  to  | 
the  treasurer  of  the  town  <A  llniiiU>1|<ti  \a  the  «aiue  Diannor  at 
if  tbia  ael  had  not  b««o  paued;  and  alw>  their  proportion  of 
all  eooaty  oad  SInIa  tasee  that  may  be  ■■mmii  upon  tbem  pre- 
Tioiutv  to  the  taking  of  the  ni'\t  f  tate  valuation,  cii'mI  |iropi>r- 
tion  to  be  naoortained  and  detLTUiiued  by  the  laist  vuluuUuU  in 
On  said  Randolph. 

"8ser.  3.  Said  towns  of  Randolph  and  llolbrook  abnll  be  re< 
■peettTely  liable  for  the  support  of  all  peraoni  wbo  now  do  or  : 
•ball  hereafter  stand  in  need  of  relief  as  paupers,  whose  settle-  ' 
SMot  WM  gidned  hj  or  derived  from  a  wttiement  gMned  or  | 
derived  witbin  tbeir  raopeetlve  limit* ;  end  tbe  town  of  HoU  I 
brook  iifiatl  nl-o  juiy  siiriiially  in  (he  luwn  f'f  K:mi!i!l|ih  viir- 
third  part  of  all  costf  of  the  support  or  relief  of  those  persuQa 
wbo  now  do  «r  abnll  heienftar  itead  in  need  of  relief  or  support 
as  paupers,  and  havu  gained  a  seitloment  in  a^d  towa  of  Ran- 
dolph in  oonsequunee  of  tbe  iiiilitury  servlees  of  themeelrea  or 
tho«e  through  whom  th<  v  <k'ri«  >'  (heir  ^'-i t'.ement. 

"Sect. 4.  Tbe  oorporale  property  belonging  to  tbe  town  of 
Raadolpb  at  tbe  date  of  tbit  net,  aad  tbe  pnblie  debt  of  tbe  anld 
town  f-xi-liiig  .It  sfti  1  date,  sh»ll  be  divided  bet«<'iMi  thi- towns  . 
of  Randolph  and  llolbrook  aocurding  tu  the  valuation  of  the  | 
property  witbia  tbeir  reepcetive  llmite  ne  WMMod  Hay  tnl«  la  | 
thi)  yeiir  f  lj^htfc  n  hundreil  and  eeventy-one;  and  aitid  town  of 
ilulbruok  sLiiU  receive  frwm  ciiid  town  of  Randolph  a  propor-  ! 
tionate  part  of  whuli  vrr  uutount  may  hereafter  be  refunded  tu  i 
Mid  towa  of  Raadolpb  from  tbe  State  or  United  Statae  to  re- 
imbaree  mid  town  of  Randolph  for  bonntlea  to  aoldiera,  or  State 

penaei;  and  said  town  of  Holbrook  shall  bear  tbe  expense  of 
■aking  tbe  Mirfoy  and  eetablitblag  the  tine  between  mid  town*  , 
of  Randolph  aad  Holbrook." 

[SectioDS  5,  6,  and  7  have  no  pteeent  iotereit] 

The  first  town-meeting  in  Holbrook  was  he]d 
March  11,  1S72,  "in  thp  East  Piiri^.h  meeting-  ' 
house"  It  was  called  to  order  b;  the  Hon.  Zenas 
VtwAtf  Mid  afler  pmjcr  hy  th«  Rev.  BnltMl  BoflMlU 
D.D.,  Hr.  Lemud  Whitoomb  wis  dooted  modenUHr, 
•nd  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  town 
ofiflMS.   At  another  meetiag,  held  March  21«t  of  the 


same  joar.  various  appropriuttODB  for  tOWD  |NlI|NWeS 
were  made,  bv-laws  adopted,  etc. 

One  of  the  earliest  business  tninsactionA  to  demand 
attention  from  tbe  officers  of  the  new  town  was  the 
^virion  of  tovD  property.  For  this  purpoee  the  Be> 
lectmeD  of  both  Bandolph  and  Holbrook  were  ap- 
pointed committrc's  with  fnll  y  nwt^rs  by  their  respect- 
ive  towns ;  and  according  tu  a  document  dated 
*<Baodolph,  Mai«h  19,  1873,**  and  aigned  hy  both 
boarda,  it  «aa  agreed  aod  eertilled  "  that  there  baa 
been  paid  by  tbe  town  of  Holbrook  to  the  town  of 
Randolph  the  balance  of  indebtednef^s  tin  within 
stated,  amounting  to  914,988.94,  and  interest  on  tbe 
same  frctiD  Feb.  1  to  March  1,  1673,  of  974.94, 
making  915,063.88,"  ete.  In  1873  a  town  hall  was 
built  only  a  few  feet  .south  of  the  Wiuthrop  Church, 
ou  Fratikliu  Street,  at  an  expense  of  about  i?3.j,000. 
It  was  of  wood,  two  stories  high,  with  French  roof 
and  brick  baaeneDt,  and  waa  niiMty  by  fbrtgr-eight 
feat  in  dimensions.  The  public  library  oompiad 
roomsi  on  the  6r8t  floor.  Early  on  Christmns  morn- 
bg,  1877,  fire  broke  oat  io  the  town  hall  building, 
and  both  it  and  the  dmrdi  ware  whoUy  eonawned. 
Alter  the  fire  tbe  dtiMna  held  their  towiiFneetinga  in 
Library  Hall,  io  the  rear  of  the  burned  structure  ;  but 
early  in  1879  a  new  brick  town  ball,  with  stone  trim- 
mings, was  completed  on  tbe  site  of  the  former  one, 
and  waa  dedicated  oo  the  erening  of  Hazeh  9fitb  of 
that  year. 

Tbe  buildinj;  is  in  |)]an  a  parallelofn'iim,  measuring 
fifty-three  by  one  hundred  feet,  with  projections  forty- 
four  feet  wide  on  front  and  rear,  flanked  at  the  ourueni 
on  the  fiont  with  pnjeetiona  thirteen  feet  wide.  It 
contains  four  stories — busement,  atreet  floor,  pnUio 
hall,  and  roof  Ftory.  The  former  contains  the  steam 
and  gas  apparatus.  Tbe  street  btory  is  thirteen  feet 
in  height,  containing  tiro  atores,  apartment*  for  town 
offioora,  and  eommodionB  qnartera  Ihr  the  pnblie 
library.  Tbe  main  hall,  on  the  second  story,  is  ninety 
by  fifty  feet  and  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  and  with 
its  paneled  walls  and  ceilings,  bug  arched  windows, 
and  taatefiil  freaooing  forma  one  of  the  moat  atriking 
intetioia  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  It  will  aeat^  ia- 
cladinp  the  gallery  at  the  nortlierly  end,  nine  hundred 
persons.  There  is  a  large  stage,  witli  commodious 
drei<iiiDg-rooms  adjacent,  A  stone  tablet  seisin  the 
ft<ont  of  the  edilioe  bean  this  inaetiption : 

"  Holbrook 
Town  Uftll. 
Breotad 
IB7S. 
The  Gift  of 
£. ».  Holbrook." 
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The  total  cost,  including  furniture,  fixtures,  etc., 
was  nearly  twenty  cl<,'lit  iliousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. Oo  the  letl  of  the  stage,  iu  the  hall,  is  a  tinely 
ezecDted  portrait  of  tiMhte  donor  of  the  building; 
Bod  in  a  eorresponding  poaition  on  the  right  of  the 
platfonD  is  a  uatble  dab  ioicribed  aa  folloiia: 

•MToIbrook  Town  Hall. 
Rrectcd  18T3. 
Doetroyed  by  Fll* 
Dm.  25,  1877. 
Rebailt,  187S." 

Tbe  dedicatory  exerciseii  consi'-ted  of  prayer  by 
Rev.  Z.  T.  Sallivao,  of  Broekton ;  mu^  by  the  Moaart 
Quartette  (luale');  addreae  by  Prof.  J.  B.8ewa]],  prin- 
cipal of  Thayer  Ac.idemy,  Smith  Braiutree;  presenta- 
tion 111'  tlie  kovs  of  the  building  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Soath- 
wurtli,  cliairuiaD  of  the  building  oommittee,  to  Mr. 
Henry  Neweoiob,  obainnan  of  the  board  of  aeleetmen, 
who  responded  appropriately;  8ori<r  by  the  quartette; 
remarks  by  Hon.  Scth  Turnrr,  of  Ilandolpli  ;  rending 
of  letters,  and  brief  speeches  by  invited  guests  from 
oeigbboriug  tovos.  Daociog  closed  (he  featiTitiea  of 
the  oooaaioD. 

In  view  of  prevalent  iiuendiarism,  the  following 
sigiiific.inr  rote  was  paaaed  at  a  apeoial  towD-meeting 
held  Nov.  5,  1881 : 

'*  Voted,  That  tbe  edectiaen  offer  1500  reward 
each  for  the  arrest  aod  eooviction  of  the  party  or  par- 
ties who  set  fire  to  the  barn  of  S.  L.  \V])iti\  bouse  of 
the  late  Ebcnczcr  Alden,  barn  of  Jauies  Holbrook, 
barn  uf  Mrs.  Prudence  D.  IIulLrouii,  aud  $1500  for 
the  arreat  and  eooviction  of  tbe  party  or  parties  who 
set  fire  to  the  hou.se  of  the  late  C.  S.  (lulbniok  ;  and 
in  no  cnm  shall  a  double  reward  be  paid  for  tbearrest 
and  Liiiivietion  of  any  one  party. 

Eooleaiaatical  History. — Up  to  the  year  1818  the 
residents  of  both  the  East  and  West  vilbiges  of  Ran- 
dolph worshiped  in  tbe  First  Charcb,  which  was  located 
in  tlie  Infter  village,  and  formed  one  soctpty.  In  this 
year,  however,  the  queation  of  repairing  tbe  old  house 
or  building  a  new  one  waa  raised.  Tbe  ehnreli  edifice 
was  then  Hfty-fbnr  yean  old,  it  being  tbe  eeoond 
building  erected  by  the  society.  It  having  been  voted 
to  build  rather  than  repair,  most  of  the  residents  liv- 
iog  east  of  the  Cochato  River  petitioned  to  tbe  Gen- 
eral GoDrt  to  be  set  off  as  a  separate  parish.  Thia 
movement  on  the  part  of  tbe  citizens  of  Bast  Ran- 
dolph excited  an  ()f>posifion  which  was  fully  on  a  par 
with  that  created  by  the  proposition  to  divide  the  town, 
made  more  than  half  a  century  later.  The  petition 
was  granted,  however,  and  the  Second  Church  in 
Randolph"  h  is  jrgaoiscd  Dec.  15,  1818.  [It  may 
Iu««  be  remarked  that  tbe  action  of  tbe  LegiaUtare  in 


dividing  the  parish  put  a  quietus  for  aeveral  years 
upon  the  projoft  ofrcbuilJinj:  the  edifice  occupied  by 
tbe  First  Chun-h  iu  West  Randolph,  aod  it  was  Dot 
antU  Nor.  2,  1825,  that  tbe  tbbd  meetiDg-booae  of 
ilivt  parish  was  dedioiled.J 

The  original  members  ^  the  Second  Church  were 
as  follow  H  : 


Deacon  Willi*ui  LinSald. 
DeaMB  BUahs  H<dbNol(. 
Bailey  Vhtta. 
JiMoph  Holbrook. 
Jaaob  Wbitcumb,  Jr. 
Sanml  Whitoonh. 
Ab&er  W.  Paina. 

Im«c  Whitcomb. 
Daaeen  Silaa  Palm. 

Caleb  Whitp. 
Col.  Siini'uu  White. 
Dantnl  Faxon. 
David  Whita. 
Silas  Painc,  Jr. 
Lucius  Pnitio. 
OtU  TbaTW  (2d). 
IsaaaWUta, 


BaeM  WIM. 
Sarab  Bdebar. 

Lydia  Whiteomb. 
Pb«b«  WbitMmb. 
Saralab  Faxon. 

Hannah  IIob«rt. 
."ially  WhitMMnb. 
M»ry  Paia*. 

Sarnb  llolbrook. 
Relief  White. 
Al«e  White. 

AU  NewaiMBb. 

AlfO  Thayer. 
Marj  Wbit*. 
Mvf  Wbiteonbu 

Surah  Whtt.>. 
Lucmdii  Wlnii'uiub. 


A  meeting-house  for  the  Second  Church  built 
immediately  after  tbe  orgaoisaUon  of  tbe  parish,  aod 
the  first  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Bri^uun,  was  ordained 
Deo.  39, 1819.  He  was  dismissed  Nov.  22, 1836, 
and  was  sucoeedcd  by  the  Rev.  Denui.s  Powers,  on 
Dec  5,  1838.  The  latter  clergyman  remained  only 
aatll  April  15,  1841,  his  snooessor  being  the  Rev. 
William  A.  Peabody,  who  was  settled  March  2, 1843, 
and  was  dismissed  Oct.  2,  The  Rev.  Ksekicl 

Russell,  D.D..  became  pastor  on  May  IS.'iO.  Pii 
years  later  dissensions  arose  in  the  church,  and  a 
divisioD  of  the  society  oeonrred,  resnltinii;  in  the 
organization,  on  Dec.  30,  1856,  of  the  Winthrop 
Church,  named  in  honor  of  Governor  John  Winthrop 
of  colonial  fame.  The  circumstances  immediately 
attending  the  formation  of  this  society  were  tb^ : 
Deaeon  BKaha  Holbrook  and  fifly-dght  otbem— 
members  of  the  8«»nd  Oovgragational  Cborch  ia 
Randolph — presented  a  request  to  (he  church,  at  its 
stated  and  regular  meetiog,  JDec.  5,  1856,  for  letters 
of  dismission  and  vseommeadalioin  to  meh  eodesissii- 
eal  oottDcil  of  sistsr  dnnehea  aa  nq^t  Iw  ealied  Ibr 
the  purpose  of  organiriop;  them  into  a  separate  and 
independent  church  of  Christ.  Tbe  petition  sob- 
mitted  was  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  Seenuti  Ovnyrtgultonal  ('hnrrh  in  Randolph  : 
"Tba  ondoraigned,  members  of  said  Second  Church,  baring 
uaaltetaW/  oonviBead,  by  •  traia  of  dr 


>  Tba  oalj  Utripif  ataabar. 


Digitized  by  Google 


UOLBIiCX>K. 


4^1 


rf  Inn;;  oootinuance  and  knowo  Us  ill.  that  oar  pirnco  ni\<\  hnr- 
mimj  M  mcinberl  of  the  ohurch  of  Chrut  r^uiru  au  uuliit: 
elmaC*  *i  mr  relation,  and  *IMir  OrgmUtatiun  into  ■  diatinct  I 
nd  lepAnUe  «himh,  dw,  Ui«r«(bi«»  r«i|««at  itUmot  dUmiMion 
and  r«ooiRin«ad«llo>  fiwa  the  Mid  8«oo»d  Cboroli  in  Bm- 
dotpb,  to  tiich  eoeteaUjticiil  council  IkMH  iMwr  ObvrthM  M 
m»y  be  e»tied  to  aet  on  ibeir  reqowt. 
"Babt  Rakmlmi,  NaT.  IMS." 

It  btTiDg  been  moved  and  teoonded  liM  tlw  liboTe 
lequMk  b«  gnnted,  the  mutioti  was  oarri«d  bj  «  m- 

jority  of  tpn  votes.  There  were  five  nejrntire  votes 
oust,  and  five  persons  did  not  vote.  Letters  of  dis- 
miasioQ  and  recommendation  were  immediately  placed 
in  Ibe  bands  of  tbo  petilktMn,  rigncd  in  dne  form  by 
the  paatorand  clerk  of  the  Second  Church  in  Ran- 
dolph. The  persons  who  liad  thus  been  dismissed 
met  Dec.  18,  1856,  in  the  ball  of  K  N.  Uolbrook, 
Eaq.,  and  voted,  nnanimonaly,  to  call  aeoaneil  to  aot 
on  Ibcb  TCqmat  Ibr  oiganiation,  and  adopted,  alao,  a 
confession  of  faith  and  covenant,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  conncil  for  it.'t  approval.  The  council  thus  in- 
vited to  convene  a>iaembled  in  couformitj  with  the 
inTiution,  and  left  bebind  the  IbUowiag  reoord  of  its 
doinga : 

"  RAjrwm,  Dee.  M,  ISM. 
*'  PWrtoaiit  te  Letters  Bibaive  fraoi  Oeaooa  Blteba  tlolbmok 

and  gixlevu  othem,  holding  lotlcm  of  ditminfion  and  rrouiniiicii- 
datton  from  the  Seoond  Congr^lional  diarob  in  Kandoiph, 
■ad  trom  oiher  ebotebei,  to  siieh  eeeletiestiflal  eaaiwil  ef  iiiier 

gburi  hi  '  ;i«  iiiny  '  e  r;ill<"i  for  the  purpono  of  ur^anitilig:  ;hi  ui 
into  a  dirlinrC  »ud  church  of  Chrift,  an  ooclcniBsliciil 

eonneil  MMinbled  tbi»  day  in  the  tall  ef  E.  N.  Iloltnoelt.  Tbv 
futlowing  namfMl  ehurobce  wereprtMM  by  their  paMon  and 
delegate*.  \iz, : 

Firtt  Cburuh  in  BraiDtree.  Rev.  R.  B.  8t«m,  D.P.,  putor; 
DoaeoD  Da? id  Uoiiie,  delegate. 

tTnloB  Cbareb  of  Braivtree  and  Weymoatb,  Rev.  J.  PerUo*, 
paator  ;  Hcjifoii  .T.  P.  Ni>-!i,  il.'I.'u'ii<«'. 

First  Church,  North  Bridg«water,  Ker.  I'anI  Coocb,  |j)w.tor; 
BmCher  J.  Slagmaa,  delagate. 

Triniiariao  Congregatieaal  Cborch,  Br(<);;(>ifater,  Rev.  David 
Brighitin,  pM»tur;  Deaeon  0.  K.  Ilolinc?.  'U  i<  gate. 

"  Thv  eouDoil  wiM  orgnuizod  bv  the  clioi<.-u  of  Rer.  It.  .Storrt, 
D J>.,  a*  moderator,  and  Rev.  I>avid  Brif  bam,  acribe.  After 
prayer  to  Qod  for  divine  wisdom  and  dlraetton  In  tbe  buslaen 
before  them,  in  which  the  council  w»8  led  bv  tbe  niodorator,  a 
deoomcnt,  properly  auibeotii3sl«d,  was  laid  before  tboiu,  abuw- 
tag  Ibst  ibo  petitionei*  referred  to  in  tbe  letter*  Biislva  had 
been  regularly  diinii«iie<i  nnd  recommended,  ■«  therein  stated. 
Tbe  moderator  bore  inquired  if  any  per^oof  {trefcnt  had  ohjcc- 
tlODf  agaiii»t  the  potitir>iiiT^  b<>inj(  foriiie<l,  necordlog  to  Ihclr 
raqueet,  into  adiitioct  and  teparato  eburoh  of  Cbriti.  As  bo  one 
appeared  to  oibr  elbjeetlent,  tbe  eonnetl  now  Ihtonad  to  the 

■n.iii!  liv  t'^.i'  |.' ( i; i.iiLi  r», 


eon ri-'«»i'>ii  'jf  faill]  iin  1  r.urt 

with  which  tbey  voted  entire  »ati»facttoa.     Tbe  petitionert  at  ^ 
tbia  fM>tBt,by  request  of  tbe  eouneil,  preeenled  tfaetr  naaoas  for  f 
withdrawlD<;  fmrii  tlic  'hitrchea  with  whioh  they  hod  hitherto 
b«en  coDut'cted,  and  for  wiebing  t<i  be  urganiied  into  n  i<cpar»te 
church.    Aftaratlaadingto  thaau  rraMm;,  the  moderator  ngitin 
taqnirad  if  aaj  paraen*  presoat  had  objeotiooi  to  malte,  or  re-  j 
mrka  to  oflhr  apaa  tbe  doenaenl  now  praseatad  to  tb^oneil 
(b*  pettttmien.   ]f«  on*  appearing  to  lospoad,  (be  eoundl 


v  -tc  I  to  be  by  thom'clvp?.  It  vi:\f  tliesi  iiioveJ  tluit  tht  [)rayer 
ui  tbe  petitioner*  be  granltiii,  and  tlitit  we  pructstsii  tu  urj^anite 
a  distinct  and  separate  church  of  Chriat,  under  (he  name  of  the 
Wintbrop  Cbureb  of  Rasdoipb.  This  aiolion,  after  full  and 
free  diMmMion,  was  anaaimoutly  adopted.  ArraagemeaU  were 
then  made  for  tbe  publie  service*  of  tbe  occasion,  as  follows  : 

"  1.  Bemion,  with  tbe  Introdnetory  Prayer,  Rev.  David 
Brigham. 

'•2.  H.  tbe  Conf)-<'M<'n  <>r  FAith  ami  O^vtonat,  with  tba 
Consecrating  Prayer,  Rev.  Jonas  i'erlsitts. 

"8.  Charge  to  the  Church,  Rev.  Paul  Couch. 

"4.  Right  Hand  of  FeUowoblp,  with  Conalndlag  Ifngm, 
Rev.  R.  8.  Slorrt,  D.D. 

•'  After  attoadiag  poblfa  sarvicea  as  above  anaagod,  aonaeU 
disaolved. 

"  R.  B.  Broans,  Jfedcrator. 

"DATir>  l!iuf.i!Aji,  jTeWA*. 
"  A  true  copy  of  the  doings  and  result  of  oououil. 

"  Attaat  i  -  D.  BaioBAV,  SeHit.'* 

The  whole  aumbor  of  members  composing  the 
Wintbrop  Cbnrch  on  the  daj  of  its  ofgnoiiatiott  waa 
sixty— ^nalea,  17 ;  Ibmalea,  43»   On  the  evening  of 

the  same  day  a  society  in  the  same  place  was  organ- 
ized  in  connection  with  the  church,  the  legal  steps 
for  thiH  purpose  haviog  been  previously  taken.  Tbe 
ehnrob,  January  8tb,  and  aoeiaty,  Jan.  20,  1857, 
with  entire  noanimity,  extended  an  invitatioD  to  the 
Rev.  B.  Russell  to  become  their  pastor,  ho  having 
already  sustained  to  them  this  relation  nearly  seven 
years,  in  connection  with  the  Second  Church  in  Ran- 
dolph.  To  this  invitation  a  favorable  reaponae  was 
promptly  made,  and  th<'  I  :  j  .  u  i  i  was  dismissed 
from  the  Second  Church  on  Felt,  .i,  I  and  on  the 
Mue  day  be  watt  iostalled  over  the  Winthr(.>p  Chorch, 
the  aemon  on  that  oeoaalon  bdog  preached  by  the 
Bev.  Dr.  Storn. 

The  church  and  society  met  for  the  first  time  for 
public  worship  in  the  hall  of  E.  N.  Uolbrook,  Ksq., 
OD  the  firbt  Sabbath  io  the  year  1857.  Here  all  tbe 
aaaembliea  for  pMw  and  aoetal  worship  were  held 
till  the  17ih  of  Jaatiary,  1858.  The  new  house  of 
worsliip  being  then  complete,  it  was  dedicated  with 
the  usual  solemnities  on  the  20th,  and  opened  for  the 
first  lime  fur  public  worship  on  tbe  Sabbath,  the  24tli 
of  January,  18S8.  It  waa  of  the  Bomanesque  style 
of  architecture,  eighty-four  feet  in  length  by  fifty- 
three  in  breadth,  and  with  a  spire  une  hundred  mid 
forty -scveu  feet  in  beigbt.  It  oontained  a  bell  and  ao 
organ,  and  ita  interior  waa  taatefblly  fteaoaed.  Tbe 
ooat  of  the  edtfiee,  indnding  the  land,  waa  twenty-two 
thou.%ud  dollars,  and  its  bilh  were  all  canceled  on  the 
day  of  itf  dedication.  The  names  of  the  twenty  threfl 
persons  who  originally  contributed  to  its  erection  are 
aa  followa:  Bliaha  Holbrook,  E.  N.  Holbrook,  0,  S. 
Holbrook,  Lewii«  Wliiieomb,  Bl^ah  Howard^  John 
Holbrook,  Calvin  Freneb»  Eraatna  Walea,  ApoUog 
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Wales.,  Newton  White,  Kdmund  White,  Siini^on 
Whitcomb,  Daniel  Faxon,  Theophilus  Wood,  M.D., 
Willlain  W.  Linficid,  Samuel  Baker,  Charles  French 
(2d),  Zentt  Frniob,  Stephen  CheBman,  Natbaoiel  B. 
Thayer,  David  White,  Caleb  Harris,  William  £. 

Alter  the  sepantion  of  the  churches  the  Second 
OhurtJi  had  do  aettlad  pastor,  and  feUnqaidied  the 
holding  of  pnUie  aenrloea  in  April,  1864.  The 

church  building  ultimately  became  a  »hoi -fa(  t((ry,  for 
which  purpose  it  is  now  occupied.  3Ieanwhiie,  how- 
ever, the  Wiothrop  society  prospered.  The  Kev.  Dr. 
Rniaell  was  dismjased  Irom  the  pastorate  on  Hay  14, 
1872,  and  on  Jan.  29,  1874,  there  was  a  merging  of 
the  old  Second  society  witli  tlu-  Wintlirop  Church 
under  the  uatiie  uf  the  Wiutlirup  Cungregationai 
Church  of  Holbrook.  Early  on  Cbri^ttmas  morning, 
1877,  ooeurred  the  dinatroos  oonflagration  whidi 
destroyed  both  the  new  town  hall  and  the  Wimhrop 
Chuu'li,  The  edifices  stoml  side  by  side.  ;iiiJ  suffi- 
otently  near  together  for  the  flames,  which  originated 
in  tlie  town  hall  building,  to  oomuttnioate  to  and  ea* 
Tdop  the  ehnndi.  Th«  lattor  had  been  extensively 
repaired,  not  long  previous  to  its  dsstrttCtion,  at  an 
expense  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

Immediately  aAer  the  fire  the  members  and  irieudi> 
of  the  Winthrop  society  took  the  initiatory  steps 
looking  to  a  rebuilding  of  the  edifiee.  Their  efforts 
were  crowned  with  abundant  succo.ss,  and  on  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  Feb.  25,  1S80,  a  commodious 
and  handsomely  finished  new  church  was  d^icatcd  in 
the  presenee  of  a  Isige  oongrsgation.  The  invooadon 
waB  by  Ker.  J.  G.  Labaree,  of  Randolph ;  reading  of 
the  Scriptures  by  Rev.  Z.  T.  Sullivan,  of  BroL-ktim  , 
prayer  by  Rev.  V.  B.  Davis,  of  Uyde  Park  ;  sermon 
by  Rev.  L.  H.  Aogier,  acting  pastmr  the  Winthrop 
Chnrdi,  who  took  bis  text  fton  Exodos  ziv.  14  snd 
15  ;  dedicatory  prayer  by  Rev.  George  W.  Blagden, 
D.D.,  of  Boston.  At  the  concln^iioti  of  the  eeremo- 
oies  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  new  structure  waa 
afforded  to  those  in  attendanoo,  whieh  was  embraoed 
very  generally.  The  total  cost  of  the  edifice  was 
$'J8,3'_'7,  of  wliirh  $1 5,790  wan  subscribed  by  t-itizons, 
and  tlie  Lhuri  li  was  substantially  free  from  debt  when 
dedicated.  The  more  important  subscriptiouH  were : 
Iiadies*  Sewing  Cirde,  flOOO;  George  N.  Spear, 
81000;  E.  Everett  Holbrook,  $1000;  Edmund 
Whito,  8750  ;  Sabbat h-fichool,  $600  ;  Thomas  White, 
$500;  Mm.  E.  N.  Holbrook,  $500;  £.  Newton 
Thayer,  $500 ;  George  T.  Wilde,  $300  \  J.  T.Sonth- 
woirtb,  $300;  Chsriea  H.  Paine,  $300;  Beth  C 
Sawv  r  S300;  Charles  V.  Spear,  $250.  One  hun- 
dred and  seventyofovr  other  persons  donated  fnm  $5 


to  $200  ciich.  The  family  of  tho  late  C  S.  Holbrook 
gave  u  pi;iiK(  for  the  vestry  ;  a  bcr|uc.-^t  nf  ^S^O  from 
the  late  E.  N.  Holbrook  was  employed  in  the  purehaiie 
of  pnlpit  furniture,  etc. ;  the  tower-dock  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Holbrook,  clocks  in  the  ntin  au- 
ditorium and  vestry  by  Mrs.  C.  V.  Spear,  and  silver- 
ware by  Mrs.  £.  Everett  Holbrook,  who  aUo  gave 
$200  to  the  Lsdies*  Sewing  Cirole. 

There  was  no  pastor  settled  over  the  eharoh  after 
the  discharge  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Russell,  until  May  10, 

1881,  when  the  Rev.  Herbirt  A.  Lorinir  was  settled. 
During  the  interim  t)>e  pulpit  was  occupied  sucoea* 
sivdy  by  Revs.  8.  C.  Kendall,  Albert  Riyant,  H.  C. 
Crane,  George  W.  Bla-den,  D.D.,  D.  W.  Kilbourn, 
William  Adams,  L.  H.  Anu'ier,  and  George  C.  Gor- 
don.   The  Rev.  Mr.  Loring  was  dismissed  Nov.  23, 

1882,  and  on  June  19,  1883,  the  Rev.  Oliver  S. 
Dean,  the  present  pastor,  was  settled. 

Methodist  SpiMSOpal  Church.'— An  informal  meet- 
ing of  a  few  p<»r?<on«!  interested  in  the  formation  of  ^ 
Methodist  class  was  held  Friday  evening,  July  '16, 
1878,  when  it  was  dsoided  to  ongnniie  a  weekly  class, 
whidi  should  meet  for  the  lint  time  the  n«ct  Wedne^ 
day  evening,  July  Slst,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Jos. 
W.  Thayer.  On  that  eveniner,  Jtily  31,  1878,  the 
&rst  class-meeting  was  held,  twelve  peraoos  being 
present.  The  B«v.  Joshti*  Honroe^  of  West  Abingtoa, 
acted  as  leader.  On  the  Ibllowing  Wednesday  t  s 
uing  the  cluss  mot  at  the  rosidenoe  of  Lewis  Aldan, 
who  was  chosen  aa  the  regular  class-leader. 

Three  months  afterwards  it  was  thought  wise  to 
hold  a  pray«r<.Beetihg  on  one  evening  of  the  week. 
Such  a  meeting  was  held  for  the  first  time  at  Jo«eph 
W.  Thayer's  residence,  with  an  attendance  of  about 
twenty-five.  These  prayer-meetings,  held  regularly  oa 
Monday  evenings  dnrii^  theaatmnn  nnd  winter,  had 
an  inereasing  attendance,  nntil  on  one  oecisririH 
seventy-two  were  present.  More  than  half  of  these, 
howcvLT.  were  from  the  Winthrop  Oongregatiooal 
Church,  and  others  still  were  from  out  of  town— 
South  Rralntree,  West  Abtngton,  Bioekton,  eta. 
Thus  these  meetings  from  home  to  hoose  werakqpt 
up  under  the  lead  of  a  few  persons  of  the  Methodirt 
peniuaiiiua  and  preference,  until  a  strong  dessire  vras 
felt  that,  in  order  to  make  the  movement  already  be- 
gun a  move  permanent  one,  there  ought  to  be  m  ftrmd 
organization  of  a  society  under  the  disciplin<^  of  the 
Methodi.st  Episcopal  Church.  The  preliminary  steps 
having  been  taken,  and  the  necessary  arrangemeDta 
made,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  11,  1879,  Rev.  D.  A.  Wbe- 
doo,  D.D.,  pretiduig  elder  of  the  Providence  Diatrio^ 


1  By  B«v.  Bowsed  S.  Cook. 
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Providence  (now  N.  E.  8uiuliurn';i  ConfcToiic<j,  visited 
the  town  aod  formalljr  organixed  the  Holbrook  Moth-  i 
«d»t  Episcopal  Chat^,  irith  Mfcii  MMbbais  ind  iwo  j 
praiMitioDen.  TnAj  «  very  nMtl  begiouDg  I  Tb«tt  | 
origiaal  memben  were  Lewis  Aldeo,  Mnt.  Flattie 
S.  Alden,  Elmer  F.  Reynolds,  Mrs.  Georgiatia  Key-  \ 
Dolds,  Mrs.  Emma  O.  Thajer,  Mrs.  Naucy  A.  Nick- 
MMD,  tad  Bdwnd  Biwwor.    PhibatioDen:  Hn. 
Abbic  C.  Hollis  and  Sarah  W.  Bates.  | 

A  desire  for  preaching;  Berrioes  on  the  Lord's  da}' 
soon  preTailed,  and  on  April  27,  1879,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  presiding  eider,  Rev.  C.  M.  Cotuelock 
QMM  to  Holbrook  and  praaebed  to  tbe  flnt  ooogrega-  | 
tion  ever  assembled  in  the  town  andar  (bo  auspices  of  ^ 
a  Methodist  Episeojial  Church.    Titbrar}'  I  In!!  had 
been  engaged,  and  the  services  were  held  Lbureiu. 
Eighty  were  present  at  this  first  pmehiog  service,  i 
Tbo  B«v.  B.  L.  Daefcwali  pteoohed  Maj4tb  and  11th,  | 
after  whom  tbe  Rev.  D.  C.  Stereoaoo  acted  aspreacher  ' 
and  pastor  from  May  18th  to  Aa^t  2d.    In  thi^  f  riof 
time  hti  taadc  many  friendii  in  Holbrook,  who  were  i 
aadly  pained,  the  past  year,  at  tbe  neno  of  blS  death 
in  the  South.  The  pulpit  was  aappKed  Augoat  9tb  and  I 
16th  by  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Osgood,  and  the  23d  and  30th 
by  tlic  Rov.  W.  0.  He!t.    Next  cume  the  pastorate 
of  tbe  Rev.  Nelson  £dwards,  fur  six  months — Sep-  • 
tember  7tb  to  Marah  7, 1880.   Dnrise  thia  time  an  | 
attempt  wm  made  toward  !  uil  ling  a  church.  The 
Rev    >Tr   Edwards  succeeded  in  iiettiiip  about  six  i 
hundred  dollars  pledged,  and  sufficient  collected  to  buy 
n  lot  fi»r  four  hundred  and  fifly  dollars,  located  on  Ply- 
flKHith  Stroet,  alao  to  pay  for  tbe  lajiQg  of  a  treneb* 
work  foundation  for  a  church,  thirty«OM  by  forty. 
Here  tlie  work  8topi>ed.  The  first  regularly-appointed  ' 
preacher  sent  by  the  bishop  was  tbe  Rev.  E.  M.  Dun- 
ham, April  13,  1880.   On  tbe  Saturday  night  on  | 
which  he  arrived  in  town,  April  17, 1880,  Library  ' 
Hall  was  burned.   Sfvcre  ilhiefi."  of  his  wife  compelled 
him  to  resign  his  wiirk  in  September,  1880,  and  tbe 
Rev.  W.  C.  Eudly  was  sent  to  fill  out  the  remainder  ' 
of  the  Oonftienee  year.  Tbe  Hot.  F.  J.  Ward  waa  I 
sent  aa  the  supply  in  1881,  and  remained  until  ill  ! 
health  compelled  him  to  resign  in  Aupnist  ensuing. 
The  Rov.  Howard  E.  Cook,  of  Boston  University 
School  of  Tbcolc^,  succeeded  to  the  vacancy.   Unit-  . 
ing  with  the  N.  B.  Sonthem  Conftnnoe  aa  a 
bafeioiMrin  April,  18S2,  ho  was  sent  by  the  bishop  as  ' 
the  second  regulariy  uppointcd  pa.'»tor  of  the  Holbrook  i 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    Again  in  April,  1883, 
be  was  reappointed  to  a  third  year's  pastofate. 

Tbe  membership  of  tbe  ehnrdi  haa  been  iooreaaed 
as  follows :  The  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards  received  two  *•  by  ; 
letter,"  tbe  Bev.  Mr.  Dnohamone  "  from  probation,"  ' 
28 


the  Rov.  Mr.  W.ird  one  "by  letter"  and  one  "from 
probation,"  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cook  twenty-six  "  from 
profaadon**  and  nine  "by  letter.**  Thus  the  total 
nnnber  reeaiTsd  ia  forty-aeren.  One,  Otia  Thayer, 
aged  eighty-seven,  is  deceased  ;  two  have  removed  to 
Ilopkinton  without  letter,  one  has  been  dismissed  by 
letter  to  the  South  Braintree  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chnroli,  and  one  baa  been  ezdaded  for  flagrant  neg- 
lect of  the  means  of  grace.  The  present  nominal 
membership  is  thenTore  forty-fi\'e.  There  are,  besides^ 
t^n  members  on  probation.  Other  Christians  not  for- 
mally united  with  tbe  church  are  regularly  asaoeiuted 
vith  tbeae  b  tbe  rolti^otta  work. 

After  Library  Hall  was  burned,  preaching  services 
and  otlier  services  on  the  I^ord's  day  were  bob!  in  the 
committee-room  in  the  town  haU  building.  Week- 
day aervieet  vara  oontinned  from  home  to  hooae. 
The  kei  by  flio  vaaoonaiderable  ftr  this  yonng,  weak, 
and  struggling  church.  There  was  no  iosnranoe. 
AH  was  lost  except  the  contribution-boxes  and 
hymnals,  which  were  found  among  the  ruins,  and 
iveh  Sabbath-school  beoka  n  were  in  tbe  banda  of 
scholsrs.  A  few  weeks  after  the  pTOSeot  pastorate 
began,  the  pa.stor  initiated  a  movement  towards  build- 
iuf;  a  church.  He  caiit-d  a  meeting  of  the  .stewardjj 
and  trustees,  and  moved  that  the  board  uf  stewards 
and  troateaa  aerre  aa  a  bailding  oommittee.  Tbii 
was  carried,  and  the  committee  consisted  of  Lewie 
Alden,  Wm.  B.  Crocker,  and  E<}ward  Brewer.  The 
preparations  for  building  were  then  at  once  begun, 
and  a  snbeeription-book  waa  started  by  the  pastor, 
who  also  drew  np  aome  plana  and  apeeifleatioiM  ftr  a 
ohorch,  whieh  were  accepted  by  the  oommittee,  who 
gave  him  aathority  to  solicit  and  receive  bids  thereon. 
This  done,  tbo  carpenter's  contrat^  was  given  to  i^i- 
ward  Bnimat  at  two  thonaand  two  bnndred  and  aev- 
eoty>flve  dollars.  An  additional  ooat  waa  ioenned  by 
putting  in  Scotch  cathedral  glass,  and  other  extras, 
amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and  tweoty-flve  dol* 
lars. 

Tbe  ehnroh  ia  tbiity-one  by  fifty  ibet,  with  fiont 
projection  six  by  twenty-three  ftet,  am^  rear  project 

tion  six  by  twelve  feet,  with  a  rear  covered  entrance 
and  stairway  to  the  pulpit  rcucijii.  Six  weeks  aflor 
the  building  committee  was  chosen  tbe  lumber  was 
hanled  on  to  the  ohimb>b)t,  and  in  about  three 
months  tbo  bonao  waa  ready  for  dedication.  The 
dedicatory  servioes  occurred  Feb.  S,  1882.  About 
fifleen  hundred  dollars  was  pledged  in  a  day  to  re- 
more  all  debt.  Tbe  interior  of  the  draveh  ia  diTlded 
np  aa  ftlbwa:  mdn  andienee-room  ihiity-one  by 
forty  feet  with  pulpit  recess  six  by  twelve  feet ;  lec- 
ture-room fifteen  by  twenty  feet  oonneeted  with  former 
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by  <rround-plas8  windows ;  hallway  eight  by  fifteen 
feet ;  libnrj-room  four  bj  six  fe«t ;  ladies'  kitchen 
om  Iwtiin^iooni  wnd  b»ll,  wad  e<»w«eud  with 
lower  floor  bj  stairwaj  md  4iuiil>-waiter;  aetitr 
ing  capacity  of  whole  church  three  hundred  and 
fifty.  Some  improvements  since  the  dedication  have 
consisted  of  grading  in  front  and  also  the  con- 
oretiogof  wilks,  improving  the  fibnry-rooiui,  Bttd  ele- 
vating and  railiog  off  a  section  for  the  choir.  The 
wlinlr  cliiirrli  prnpprty  is  valued  at  uhnut  four  tliou- 
sand  dollars.  The  parsonage  property  at  present  is 
about  two  hundred  dollars.  The  Sooday-Kchool  was 
oigeniied  the  third  Smidtj  on  which  meetingi  were 
hdd,  in  Library  Hall  (May  11,  1879),  with  a 
membership  or  attendance  of  fifty-'wo.  The  prwent 
membership  is  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  super- 
intendeDtie  Lewie  Aldett.  There  ba^e  been  two  apeeia) 
reTiTai  eeeeons  during  the  preaeat  paetorate,  in  which 
nearly  one  hundred  persons  have  taken  a  public  stand 
for  Christ.  Many  of  these  have  been  soundly  con- 
verted, and  are  now  in  the  church.  Some  were  tran- 
flient  leaidenta  and  gone  firom  towa>  Some  weie 
membere  of  the  Winthrop  Sabbath-eohool,  while 
others  are  turncJ  b;»i  k  iutn  the  world. 

The  above  facts  show  a  marked  and  rapid  progress 
for  the  Holbrook  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  especi- 
ally during  the  present  peatorate.  Death  haa  not 
broken  into  its  ranks,  and  there  have  Won  Steady 
accession!).  In  four  years  this  church  ha!^  acquired 
a  property  worth  nearly  forty-five  hundred  dollars,  has 
beeone  a  legnlar  appointnent  hi  the  N.  E.  South- 
ern Oonferenee,  and  paya  a  sahifj  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  anonm.  The  parsonage  tene- 
ment, of  MX  rooms,  ia  convenient,  pleasant,  and  oom- 
^brtaUe. 

The  cbnroh  ia  doing  a  good  and  needed  work,  end 
its  past  success  is  felt  to  be  the  harfaii^^  of  lar 

greater  growth  and  power  for  ttood. 

The  officers  of  the  church  arc  as  follows ;  Stew- 
ards, I/ewis  Aldun  (recording  secretary),  Wm.  B. 
Oroeicer,  Samvei  G.  Curtis,  Aleiander  H.  MeGaw, 
Josiah  W.  Chamberlain,  Chas.  B.  Boynton,  Winslow 
P.  Wilbur,  Ch.is.  C.  Webster,  and  Franklin  Z.  Phil- 
lips  ;  Trustees,  Lewis  Alden,  Wm.  B.  Crocker,  John 
L  Glover,  Samuel  C.  Curtis,  Ftanklin  Z.  Phillips,  and 
Chss.  0.  Webeter;  (Saas-Leaders,  Lewis  Alden  and 
Wm.  B.  Crocker. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  of  July,  1861,  n  few  mcmhcn^ 
of  the  W'inthrop  Congregutional  Sabbath-schw)!  or- 
gsniied  a  mimion  school  in  the  engine-hall  in  South 
Bandolph,  which  continued  under  their  <»ro  until 
the  spring  of  1868.  Diiriii'.,'  tlic  winter  of  1867- 
68  a  revival  was  commenced  by  the  Methodist 


brethren  of  North  Bri(!r"'wr!rfT  f'now  Brocktrm\  A? 
a  result  of  the  work  the  people  wished  a  church  or- 
ganization, and  itt  Haj  the  ehoieo  was  made  in  Ihvor 
of  a  Baptist  aodetj.  On  May  30th  the  drareh  waa 
constituted  under  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  L 
Lane,  with  four  members,  via.,  Paul  Hollis.  A.  L. 
Russell,  Emily  F.  Russell,  and  Sarah  K  Belcher, 
and  the  Sabbath-school  was  given  ftcnaOj  to  the 
obvtdi.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  membership 
was  twenty-nine.  Tht?  duirch  was  rcoognized  by  a 
council  of  Baptist  Churches  convened  at  South  Ran- 
dolph in  a  pine  grove,  on  land  of  Mr.  Thomas  West, 
Sept.  14,  ISeS.  Ob  Dae.  tO,  18T0,  the  ground  was 
broken  for  a  church  edifice  hy  Samuel  Luiiden  age 
cicrhty-two)  ami  Daniel  Faxun,  Jr.,  npii  of  the  il 'iior 
of  the  land,  Rev.  J.  K.  Chase,  pastor  at  East  Stougb- 
tou  Bsptist  Cbttiek,  offieiatbg. 

The  mesgrs  reeorda  afford  but  little  infotmatioB  fiir 
theyesie  from  1870  to  1873,  but  they  note  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  church  June  25,  1872,  with  a  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  William  Lamson.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Laoc  con- 
tinued to  supply  the  pulpit  until  about  November, 
1869.  AAer  three  yeari  of  supply  by  students  and 
laymen,  llie  cliureh  calle<l  tJie  R<  v.  Benjatuin  Wheeler 
to  be  pastor,  Nov.  1,  1S72,  who  by  faithful  uiiuistry 
greatly  built  up  the  society,  twenty-two  being  added 
during  hie  pastorate,  whieh  ended  with  hk  death, 
Ang.  25,  1876.  Following  him  came  the  Benr. 
Richard  M.  Nott,  who  became  a  stated  supply  (re- 
siding in  Wakefield)  until  bia  death,  in  December, 
1879.  Although  but  thrsa  wen  added  to  the  eibiireh 
during  his  ministry,  the  firuit  of  his  snd  ethcia* 
labors  was  gathered  in  by  his  saccessor,  the  Rev. 
Clifton  Fletcher,  of  Melrose,  who  still  continues  as  a 
stated  supply.  Fifteen  members  were  added  during 
October  aud  November,  1883.  During  the  yearn 
1882  and  1883  a  debt  of  one  thousand  dollars  was 
canceled  and  Improvements  maJe  in  tlic  cburcb.  in- 
cluding furnaces,  at  an  expense  of  nearly  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Bnsiiieai. — ^Hdbrook  is  emphatically  a  '^shen 

town."  How  completely  this  business  ovenbadown 
all  niliers  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  th?  census  of 
18H4I,  out  of  a  total  value  of  manufactured  products 
of  two  million  thirteen  thoussnd  seven  hhndred  dol- 
fawa,  all  but  eiz  thonaand  dollan  was  in  boots  aud  shoon. 
Tlie  bu!»ine?!«  dates  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  oea- 
tury.  Ephraim  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  pioneers,  and 
others  of  the  early  manufacturers  bore  the  character- 
istie  names,  known  and  honored  in  the  town  to>da{y, 
of  Fkine,  Blanchard,  Holbrook,  White,  Whitoonb, 
Faxon,  etc.  The  sires  laid  the  foundations,  and  the 
SOUS  have  proved  themselves  worthy  auccessors.  To- 
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day  tbne  «X  tlie  liigeat  firms  do  ninety  per  eent  of 
the  oaAm  biuinef  s. 

The  house  of  Thomas  White  &  Co.  wu«  founded  in 
1839  bj  the  senior  member  of  the  prescot  tiriu,  Mr. 
ThoBiBB  White.  In  1865,  Mr.  Bdmrnid  Wbfto, 
brother  of  Thomas,  fnrun  d  a  partnership,  under  the 
cfylo  of  T.  E.  Wliiie,  wliich  continued  until  1R70, 
when  the  firm  dissolved,  Mr.  Edmund  Whi(e  reiiriag, 
and  a  new  partnership  waa  formed  consisting  of 
ThomM  White,  T.  Edgpr  md  Hcniy  H.  While  (hia 
sons),  which  WDB  known  under  the  firm-nane  of 
Thomas  White  i  Co.  Tn  1??:?.  Mr.  M.  Walker 
was  admitted  as  a  partner,  bat  no  change  was  made 
in  (be  flrm-iiBtiie.  The  firm  in«o«r«etiii«s  meo*e  end 
«omeD*8  kip,  eUf,  haf,  ud  split  boote  tod  dioes,  and 
oeeopies  a  four-story  building  one  hundred  by  thirty- 
fix  feet,  with  an  L  seventy  by  "erenty-five  feet.  The 
factory  is  supplied  with  the  latest  improved  machinery, 
end  et  all  times  presents  a  busy  soene,  sa  dieie  are 
sone  foar  hundred  and  fifty  people  engaged  in  vari- 
ous ways.  The  sales  for  the  Inst  six  years  avcmm'd 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year,  the  goods 
going  all  over  the  United  States.  The  firm  also  has 
a  laige  mann^tory  at  Great  Falb,  N.  H.,  where,  in 
a  three-story  building  one  hundred  and  seventy -five 
by  thirty  feet,  employment  is  given  to  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  baode.  The  businew  tranaao- 
tiona  of  that  eatabKabraent  amonnt  tn  dnnt  three 
Inundied  thousand  dollava  per  year. 

The  boot  and  shoe  business  of  Mr.  Edmund  White 
wns  establi-ihcd  by  hirn  in  1848.  The  building  occu- 
pied as  a  i'ncrory  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  by  twenty- 
ftve  leet^  and  three  stories  in  height,  with  two  vinpi, 
measuring  one  hundred  and  forty  by  thirty  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  by  thirty-five  feet.  About  four 
hundred  and  fitly  hand:?  are  employed,  who  manufac- 
ture on  au  average  two  thou^nd  five  hundred  pairs 
per  day,  wbieb  are  sold  tbrongboutthe  New  En^nd 
and  Western  States.  Mr.  While,  who  IB  «»ty  years 
of  aLTi'.  is  a  native  of  llnlbrook. 

Me&srs.  Whitcotub^  Patite,  manufaoturera  of  men's 
and  boys'  calf  boots,  pegged  and  standaid  seiew,  oc- 
cupy two  buildings— the  msin  structure  being  a  foar- 
story  and  basement  building,  one  hundred  and  seventy 
by  thirty  frt  t,  and  the  other  eighty  by  twenty-five 
feet,  containing  three  floors.  About  two  haudred 
and  twenty-five  bands  are  employed,  who  turn  out  one 
hundred  eases  per  day.  The  firm  ia  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  town,  having  been  established  in  1861.  The 
members  are  L.  S.  Whifeomb  and  0.  H.  Paine. 

The  firm  of  K  Thayer  ic  Son,  manufacturers  of 
leather  shoestrings  and  dealers  in  leather  remnants, 
was  csteblished  about  1845  by  Mr.  Esra  Thayer.  At 


his  death  he  waa  anoeeeded  by  his  sou,  Beyal  Thay 

who  later  admitted  his  own  son,  Mr.  E.  Newton 
Thayer,  to  a  partnership,  thus  constituting  the  present 
firm.  Two  building  are  utilised  as  factories,  and 
from  twenty-five  to -thirty  handa  are  employed,  ^e 
business  ia  proq|Mroua  and  incteasing  under  its  preaant 
Inti'IIiL'ent  management. 

The  following  statistics  of  boot  and  shoe  manu- 
facture in  the  town  are  token  from  the  ceosos  of 
1880: 

KanW  er  ••tab11sfcaMet«..»»..»M»«...........M...«.  19 

Bniplo7#«  (mal«)  over  16.....„....  ...............  t$e 

■«      (Aaule) "   "   »t 

Total  wl^(t•  paid  tfariag  tka  jMr.......„„   t4M,0es 

CapiUl  in VMtMlw...w..   4S7,ftM 

(^took  ond  ••«.»...■»*••..•......*•....«...*.  1p340,S&S 

Value  of  pnidact  2,907,700 

MiflceUaseoiU. — The  only  secret  organization  in 
the  town  is  Holbrook  Lodge,  No.  17S3,  Knights  of 
Honor,  whieh  was  inatituted  SepC  6,  1879.  The 

charter  members  were  K.  V.  Chandler,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Kingsbury,  J.  T.  Southwortli,  J.  W.  Hrn'den,  Walter 
E.  White,  U.  N.  Clark,  Z.  A.  French,  W.  K.  Norton, 
H.  F.  Thsyer,  B.  T.  Ftntt,  a  H.  Freneh,  Lewb  Al- 
di'u.  ticorge  M.  Patten,  8.  D.  Chase,  J.  E.  Daniels, 
T.  1'.  Wliite,  E.  F.  Hnyden.  Charles  Haydpn,  and 
Elihu  A.  Holbrook.  The  Dictators  liuve  ))L-en  J. 
T.  Southworth,  George  M.  Patten,  Z.  A.  French,  and 
Lewis  Alden.  The  prsaent  olBeen  are :  P.  D.,  Lewis 
Alden ;  D.,  H.  N.  Clarit;  A.  D.,  F.  P.  Batman ;  V. 
D.,  E.  P.  Rice;  Chap.,  George  M.  Patten  ;  K.,  J.  E. 
Daniels ;  F.  B.,  John  Adame  (.2d) ;  T.,  W.  E.  White ; 
Guide,  B.  IS.  Paine;  Qnard,  A.  W,  Pratt;  Sent,  Q, 
W.  Staples. 

The  village  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  town, 
about  two  miles  from  the  eentre,  is  known  as  Brook- 
ville.  Its  former  appellation  was  Faxon's  Comer." 
It  has  a  peet^lBoe  and  a  Baptist  Chureh,  of  wbieb  a 

sketch  has  been  previously  g^ven  in  this  arUeie. 

Holbrook's  fire  department  consi.st.s  of  one  steamer, 
one  hand-enptiL-  :  tlie  iultcr  located  at  Brookrilln';,  und 
a  huok-aud-tadder  (ruuk.  The  chief  eugiueer  is  Mr. 
George  W.  Wilde. 

Statistics. — The  following  table  shows,  under  the 
appropriate  headinpi,  th<!  nio.Ht  important  statistifal  in- 
formation relative  to  the  town  of  Uoibrook  since  its 
incorporation,  compiled  from  official  souroes : 

1872. 

TWn  0)9r<-«r*.— 8«tMtflMB,  ameMora,  aiHi  orsrstwi  of  the 

poor,  John  A  l.iin-,  I'.  Waif-  Ttiayrr.  Lemuel  S.  Whitcomb; 
towD  cl«rk  KDii  lroa»ar«r,  Frank  VV.  Liwiit;  nchool  oomiaitle^ 
Frank  W.  Lewta  (tbroa  ywn),  Rarton  Howard  (two  yoan), 
ChariM  H.  Pains  (one  ye«r);  kuditora,  Lixlovicus  Wild,  New- 
ton WhIU,  Hatbaniel  B.  Uobart ;  c«o«tablei,  ^aiuuol  L.  White, 
fl.  B.  Hodga^  Si.  P.  Joidaa;  Hmoo-^owoi^  Hltaoi  Nehar, 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


436 


HISTORY  OF  NORFOLK  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ThouiM  We*t,  Royal  Thayer;  »ca1er  of  <Tclp;fat.<  nni  meaaurot, 
Warren  Thayer;  engiocers  of  Are  deparLui-ijt,  Eilvvard  Belcher, 
Satjiiirl  D.  rtiato;  i-ollectur  of  taxei,  Jarab  WhiU-omb. 

App r uftri at i oh: — Sobools  ( incladiBg  rtpaiiv  and  IncidMlalt), 
$4S0O;  bigbwBy!<,  11300  ;  geooral  tawn  eipenw,  $5?0C> ;  State 
•Id,  $1000  ;  Stale  and  county  tax,  ;  tct.i],  $l  ,..  l(tii. 

Vatmatiom,  May  1.— Penon»l  e«UU,  $722,060  j  re»t  eaUte, 

r.i.-  i;  •tr.  ■fin  onJlOOtf. 
Stt  lniiri>tt<lM«n,  $14,038.21. 

1873. 

Totn  <)fieT».—6iitetmta,  mumm,  uaA  ortrwMra  of  the 

poor,  E.  Wales  Tbnycr,  J"lin  AhimB,  Charles  II.  Belcher; 
town  eUrk and  treaauref,  David  Blancbard ; road oommiaaicmer^ 
B.  W«lw  Thsym-  fUtraa  jmn),  thtmm  Wart  <fe«r«  yMuw), 

Wa«bington  L.  Batej  (uneyear).   (Minor  oOicor«bere  oniillcd.) 

Appropriatiitnt  (including  $6436.0S  fur  ichooU  aod  flSOO 
Ibr  highways),  $lii,23«.>is. 

Iftt  lodthttdntf,  $12,446.70. 

1974. 

Ttmit  0//i'<'<:r«.— .Selectmen,  asaaawra,  aad  OTerseers  of  the 
poor,  Miue  ai  1873 :  tuwn  clerk  aad  IfMMnr, ]h»vl4  BlaadiMd. 
(Minor  offlccr«  here  omitted.) 

Apprnpriat  ion  t  (iaoladiDg  $6M$.M  fbr  whoolf  aai  $1800  for 
btghways),  $20,845.16. 

1876. 

Tuten  0^c«r«.— Selectmen,  asteMon,  lad  orMMrt  «f  tbe 
poor,  name  a«  1873 ;  town  olerk  ud  tramiw,  J^B  Uaderbsy. 
(Minor  offieera  here  omitted.) 

Appropriatiom  (iMlodlaf  tSM9.M  Ibr  nboolland  $tMO  for 

Wghni»v^;.*'Jl,.'.93.»5. 

A'ei  Mthudntf,  $16,377.80. 

IMA. 

Tamm  C(^t««r«.— SeleetiMn,  Msenort,  and  oreneon  of  tlie 

poor,  C.  H.  BclohiT.  Ne«ti»n  White,  W.  F.  «ilfa»<>n  ;  tuwu  clrrk 
and  troMorer,  John  Underbsy.   (Miner  officers  here  omitted.) 
ApprvfriaUoM  (fnolading  16000  fOf  (ObooU  Mid  $1000  for 

Mgbway*),  $23,01)0. 

A'e(  hdtbttduen,  $13,06^.51. 

1877. 

T#ien  0/le«r*.— fMeetnien,  aaaeeaare,  nnd  oTenean  of  tho 

jiuur,  Ncsvton  WtiiU-,  W,  I'.  nicftMiii,  R.  T,  T'ratt ;  town  clerk 
and  treasurer,  John  Underhay.   (Minor  offioeri  here  omitted.) 

PatiMfioa.— Rani  oaltto,  $TM,43& ;  pereona)  property,  $185,- 
:  bank  and  corporation  stock  owned  by  reoidents  of  Hol- 
brook  and  Uxed  by  the  State,  $^77,500  ;  total,  $1,632,48A. 

Tar  Hnit,  $11  on  $1000. 

AppropritUioH*  (ineludiog  $A2&0  for  aoboola  and  $1600  for 
highways),  $10,250.   (At  the  eloae  of  tbo  flfoal  year  there  waa 

u  Ijuh.n.  .J  'luu  till'  tji»n.  '..iiT  iitl  indebti-do'"-,  i.f  ?M,10».61,  of 
which  $10,000  was  due  froui  the  Franklin  and  BoyUton  luiur- 
I  C«iii]i«oi«B— $5000  ooeb.) 


I 


mo. 

TiiwM  0/Ncf». — Self  t[i;cii,  i-.ios  rf,  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,  Henry  Neweomb,  E.  Frank  Uayden,  Samuei  D.  Obaoe ; 
lows  oterh  and  tteoanrer,  John  Undarbsy.  (Minor  olloora  here 

0Diitt<-<1  ; 

Vaiuatittn. — U.ml  estate,  $I<00,M6 ;  peraonal  cslal«  (not  in- 
Ohidiog  bank  and  eorporation  stoek],  $1S0,7A0{  total,  $00(,6W. 
3Vur  itate,  $10.50  on  $1000. 


A pproprin  I  ton*  (including  $6000  for  achrmU,  $1100  Ibr 
highwayii,  and  $6000  for  6re  departmetit;,  ii24,A00. 

Ordtrt  Ifrattn  an  TrfufH/'rr  (including  $71 16.1' I  f  r  ti-*  de- 

portioeBtt  aad  $21,783.03  for  towB  hooaa  aad  ilztareti,  $44,- 
5M.ri. 

Xtt  r/ri*»«,  $l'J,rsn.f,-.    (An  itemiied  repori  "f  t!ir 

town  ball  bniiding  committee  givee  the  entire  ooet  at  tbe  n«w 
hall,  to  raphMO  tho  baraod  atraslnra^  aa  $M,40t.$L) 

1070. 

Tnirn  (>/Wc*r».  ■  S'.  Ieotnuti,  lu'^rsfot^,  and  overseen  of  the 
poor,  J.  T.  South  worth,  Samuel  D.  Cbaee,  E.  Frank  B^dea; 
towB  dark  aad  treaaonr,  Joba  nadarkay.  (Mlaor  oflioan  bar* 
omitted.] 

FcitiMrtoif.— Real  eetato,  $820,550 ;  pertoaal  (aot  laalidlaf 
rtock),  $182,145  ;  total,  $1,011,605. 
Val»atio»  of  Town  Froptrtf,  $53,750. 
rax  JTato,  $14  on  $l«t«. 

Aj.pn./if'.if.'u;,    (InoludiDg    $'-Onn    for  •clio..!.,  f  r 

highways,  $4000  for  pauper^  and  $2000  for  fire  departmeot), 
$10,400. 

Vfi  MehirdH^,,,  $18,156.11 

AfiVrc//an««u«  Siaiitiir: — Number  of  voters,  551  (an  inereaM 
of  47  over  1878) ;  number  of  polls  aaseesod,  653  (inoreaioof  01 
ovar  1878);  bonaee,  385  (inereoae  of  $8  over  1078). 

1880. 

T»w»  0£Utr». — SeloetmeiD,  aaeeesort,  aad  oreraeore  of  the 
poor,  Samuel  1>.  Clisfv,  JoIjii  Ail;iii>;,  V,.  Fmnk  Il^iyiieu  ;  l'>ws 
olerk  aad  treaaurer,  J.  X.  Southworth.  (Minor  officers  omitted 
boro.) 

Va/u<if  ton  .—Real  esUtc,  $$<^4,740;  persoaal  oalata  (aal  k»> 

eluding  stock),  $230,125 ;  total,  $1,004,865. 
Twt  Hat*,  $15  on  $1000. 

Apprt^frlaltimt  (including  $5000  for  aobOOl*^ $1000  for  hi|h> 
vaya,  aad  $3500  for  panpers),  $24,475. 
ilTot  /isdteOle*ieae,$ll,400JS. 

1881. 

Town  OJk«r9<-M9dtmn,  aaaaaoora^  owaaata  of  tho  pair, 
town  dork  aad  tresanror,  aaaw  a«  1800.  (Minor  ofloaia  km 

omitted.) 

Fa^Miion.— Real  esUte,  $830,765;  pereoaal  (not  iaelvdiag 
ataek).  $»0,«7t  $  total,  $1,0S«,4S0. 

Tux  Halt,  $10  on  $1000. 

AppropriatioM*  (including   $^000   for  schools,  $4000  for. 
atoamer-hoii-ic,  and  <:u>i<o  for  new  ■dwd'hswa),  $l3l,47ft. 
Nh  Mtln*dm»M,  $17,031.»). 

1882. 

T'ltcn  Officrrt. — Selectmen,  aieeseort,  and  oTerseen  of  the 
poor,  John  .Adams,  Kamuel  O.  Chase,  Abmm  C.  Uolbroali; 
town  olerk  aad  treaaarer,  J.  T.  Southworth.  (Miner  loaa 
ollloarB  koro  omittod.) 

la^t  .fM  u  — R.'ul  .-rtatc,  $831,400}  panoBBl  (aat  iMiadiac 
stoek),  $152,805;  total,  $»84,2V5. 

raue  Rut*,  $10  on  $1000. 

ApproprtatioHi  (including  $5500  for  eahooii^  $nOO  for  bigii> 
ways,  and  $3800  for  paupers),  $27,015. 
Iftt  /arffOlrdWeasv  $Mkt4$.«0. 

IBS.*?. 

7oi#H  OJicert. — Selectmen,  amessora,  aad  overseen  of  the 
poor,  Akraai  C.  Bdbiook,  Wlllaid  F.  Qtaaaaa^fiaBad  D.  Cbaie; 

town  olerk  and  treasuror,  J.  T.  SaBtkmrfk,   (Mlaor  ton 

ofBcors  here  omitted.) 

ra/>.i(i»N.— Real  esute,  $ssj,i2o,  panowj  (aoitnetafiag 
atoak),$104j211|  totol»  $i.010,Ml. 
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Appritph'tiiou*  [including  SASOO  for  gehool*,  $2000  for  high- 
waji,  Md  IS500  ferpMpwi),  |33,SM. 
AWl  IndtbltdMM,  SM,00n. 

mi. 

Totr*  Ofiletn. — Mod«r«tor,  Fnineii  OtnlBsr:  town  clerk  and 

trc'-i  - II I •  ■■.  J.  T.  >./utli  w)'  til ;  -.■K"''ii)«n,  tvufipsjiiirf ,  n ri'i  ovpr^tor" 
of  th«  poor,  Willard  F.  OIoiidciu,  Atiram  C.  Uolbrook,  C.  11.  Bel- 
•liM' ;  imd  oomalntoiMn,  J.  V.  Pa1b«,  CbtrlM  V.  Mm ;  tnu- 
ten  public-  library,  Jnhn  frul'^rhay ;  school  cotiimittc«,  M.  Ann* 
WfKxl;  cOdMiiblcJ,  S.  h.  While,  W.  0.  CrtMikcr,  C.  W,  Wililc,  ; 
KewtoD  Ilollic,  S.  A.  Allen,  Pntrick  Reard«0,  O.  F.  Kicll«rMD. 
V'>tf  on  Lietntt. — Ym,  103;  BO,  212. 

Apfrnprtalfmu. — S«hool«,  f«MO  ;  bijfhwftVK,  $r.2O0 ;  SUte 

Ux,  $1300;  county  tax,  $1000;  |  r.  <hlM',  iiir.  r. -r.     1 '.OO  ; 

town  debt,  oemoteriw,  $100;  libntr^,  $iiuU;  town  of&-  i 

Mn,fiOM;  gwMiKl  wi|ih»m;  fBM;  Stat*  aid,  t500;  flrsd*-  I 
partmcnt,  ^Incn:  in.riiuriftl  dji7,$IOO;  n«w  road«,  «iili  wAll;«, 
eto.,  ^'6;  •  i]:'>H>-in^'  Uie  1li|Uor  luwf,  $jOO ;  acbool  (upji'ic-, 
SSOO;  Blglit  $000. 

It  wu  rot«d  that  thara  ba  »  riforous  aaAmamant  of  the 
tiqnor  lawi,  and  that  tba  appropriation  R»r  tb«  ••mo  be  put  in 
the  hand*  of  the  Law  and  Order  Leaguo.  Tb«  sclectmcu  and 
Mew*.  J.  T.  Sontbworth  aad  Oeorgo  W.  Paiao  ware  appointed 
a  oomraitlaa  to  Innatigata  tba  anlideat  of  watar  nppljr  tn  the 
taim. 

Population.— In  1875,  1726;  in  1880,  2130. 
Of  the  latter  1092  were  males  and  1035?  fpmales. 
fij  the  census  of  1880  there  were  in  the  town  1 1 
white  ndea  and  12  whiio  f«iD»lcB,  aged  21  and  over, 
who  oottid  not  write,  and  28  penona  aged  10  and 
over,  who  eoiild  not  rand. 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCHES,  j 

E.  K.  nrir.i;i;ooK. 

E.  N.  Uolbrook  waa  born  in  East  Randolph  ^now 
Holbrook),  Hasa.,  Got.  31 , 1800.  He  was  the  aeoond  | 
Bon  and  fidh  child  of  DeaoQD  Blisha  and  Anna  Hol- 
brook. FIi.'  came  <>?  an  anoestrj  distinguished  for 
energy  of  character,  piety,  devnfion  to  principle,  and 
zeal  io  their  religious  faith,  and  lie  united  in  his  own  ' 
ebaraoler  thoae  timits  in  a  high  degree.  Hk  oppor- 
(onities  for  an  education  in  hh  yoath  were  fair,  and 
wen  well  improved.  Instead,  howpver,  nf  [nirsuinL' 
his  attuUea  through  a  collegiate  course  ho  early  de- 
voted his  attantioD  to  bQuiieaa,  and  at  the  age  of 
twmity  he,  in  eompany  with  otheia,  engaged  in  the 
manafnettire  of  boots  and  shoes.  He  soon  withdrew 
from  the  firm,  however,  and  ettublislied  himfself  alone 
io  the  Bamo  line  of  business,  lie  may  be  ranked  as 
one  of  the  ptOMen  in  that  bnneh  of  aiana6otnt«  fur 
which  Haseadiasettn  has  ainoe  beoome  ao  famons. 
Fram  the  ontwt  he  was  soMesiAil,  snd  daring  the 


lunf;  course  of  hin  business  life  it  has  been  mnarked 
of  him  thnt  lie  seMim.  if  evi  r,  failed  in  any  of  his  un- 
dertakings. For  a  period  of  nearly  half  a  century  ho 
eondocted  n  booi-and  ahoe-manafaetoiy,  always  alone, 
notU  within  a  few  yean  of  hia  death  lie  admitted  his 
son,  E.  Everett  Holbrook,  as  partner. 

During  thela!<t  twenty  y»^nrs  of  hi^liff  hi>  interosts 
outside  his  manufactory  had  grown  to  be  so  extensive 
SB  to  demand  moat  of  hia  attention,  and  ranch  of  his 
time  was  spent  as  a  dealer  in  atoeks  in  Boston. 

His  methods  tf  business  were  straight fnr ward  and 
direct ;  scorning  subterfuge  and  6nessc,  he  met  all 
issues  .squarely  as  they  arose,  and  by  his  life's  work 
snd  its  nsnlts  he  furnished  indnbitablo  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  old  adage,  "  TTont  sty  I^i  die  beet  policy." 
He  possessed  in  an  emineut  dejrree  tlwe  qnaltfies 
that  command  success,  and  to  his  iotinite  credit,  be  it 
said,  he  applied  the  Tcsnlls  of  tlwl  sneeess  to  no  ssMdi 
end.  Not  only  the  town  hall,  the  beautifhl  Wia- 
thiop  eharch  edifice,  to  tbo  erection  of  which  he  was 
ao  liberal  a  contributor,  not  only  the  public  library 
which  he  endowed,  but  even  the  town  itself  stands  as 
a  moonment  to  hia  meoioiy,  hearing  as  it  doss  his 
name  in  token  of  the  mnnilioant  donation  of  Afty 
thousand  dollar.^  to  tlie  new  town  .'in  event  of  its  es- 
tablishment), in  order,  as  he  said,  "that  the  people 
might  be  permanently  benefited  and  be^n  their  his- 
tory as  a  mnoidpallty  IVee  fton  debt,  and  in  mon 
propitious  oinnmstances  than  most  of  the  other  debt- 
incumbered  towns  of  the  Commonwealth." 

He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  and  moat  aotive 
agents  in  sscnring  the  establMhment  of  the  new  town, 
bat  anfortanstely  h«  ^  not  live  to  see  hu  wish  ftiSy 
consummated  His  last  visit  to  Boston,  only  a  few 
days*  hefiire  his  death,  was  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee  appointed  by  tlie  Legislature  to  determine  as 
to  the  adTisabiltty  of  eataUiahing  the  new  town.  The 
committee  reported  favorably,  the  town  was  set  apart, 
but  Mr.  Holbraoit  had  eeasad  his  earthly  cans  and 
hnhors. 

He  died  Feb.  5,  1872,  in  the  seventy-second  year 
of  his  age.  Natan  bad  bleased  bin  with  a  fine  phy. 
siqae,  a  genial,  pleasant  counteoaoce,  and  command* 
in  j  profenco.  View  his  charucler  in  what  lifrht  we 
may,  it  was  such  as  to  command  admiration  not  only 
as  a  strong,  suooeMfol  man  of  bnsincss,  as  a  pbilan^ 
thropie  citiien,  bat  aa  a  loving,  tender  hnsband  and 
fkthur.  He  married  Relief,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Relief  Linfield.  She  died  March  19,  1R83,  a<red 
seventy-nine  years  and  seven  months.  Their  childrv.n 
wen  two  danghten  and  one  son, — ^Bdief  L.  (after- 
wards the  wift  of  Bev.  Chariss  V.  Spesr,  principal  and 
propri^r  of  Maplewood  laatitate^  at  PIttafield,  Mass. 
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dipd  April  2G,  1S83),  E.  Everett  f married  Mary  J., 
daughter  of  Ker.  Dr.  Ezckiel  Huiueil^,  and  Mary  W. 
The  MD  and  l«at-innMd  datightar  m  Btill  Itrbg. 


THOMAS  VHITB. 

^nionai  White  wm  bora  in  Bart  B*iidolph  (dow 

Holbrook),  Mass.,  April  30, 1816.  Ho  atteodcd  the 
oooimon  schools  of  his  town,  and  also  the  Pitl«ficltl 
(N.  H.)  Academj,  graduating  from  this  institution  in 
1836.  Hb  father  waa  a  pioneer  in  the  shoe  mano- 
iheturiog  iodnatiy,  eoaamendng  that  bnaiiieM  in  Eaat 
Randolph  in  1810.  At  that  wr]y  day  verj  |)riliitive 
methodii  were  in  tise,  mnchinery  for  the  purpose  was 
ankaown,  and  the  unpretentious  little  shops  where 
ahoea  were  made  by  hand  were  very  inBigoifioant 
affiura  compared  with  the  Taat  eatablishmeDta  where, 
oppnited  by  ^teaih,  liundreds  of  odd-looking  machines 
shape,  fasliion.  and  fini?«h  the  foot -<:far  (/f  the  pr«>stMit 
gCDeralioD.  At  the  time  of  which  we  speaL  tiicro 
were  no  ndlraada,  and  each  nannfaotttrer  would  make 
up  a  load  of  ahoaa  or  boota,  and  with  \m  team  pro- 
oppd  to  cart  them  to  market  to  dispowe  of  them,  and 
having  done  so  would  return  home  to  repeat  the  pro- 
cess. During  bis  boyhood,  when  not  attending  school, 
Mr.  White  worked  in  the  ahop  with  hni  ftther,  and 
upon  his  retant  from  Pittsfield,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  determined  to  follow  boot  and  shoemakinjr  as  a 
business.  For  a  few  years  bo  worked  for  others,  but 
in  1839  he  oonnenead  hnnneai  ht  hhnadf.  It  wan 
nrecj  email  beginning.  All  that  waa  required  in  the 
way  of  nil  outfit  waa  a  cutting-board,  a  few  patterns, 
and  a  knife.  Mr.  White  had,  however,  youth, 
strength,  energy,  ambition  and  good  business  capacity, 
and  all  of  theae  he  pnt  as  capital  atoek  into  hia  bnn> 
ness.  From  the  beginning  he  was  BucoeflsTttl,  and  so 
rapidly  did  his  business  increase  that  in  18-lH  he 
found  it  advisable  to  admit  a  partnor,  and  Saujiiel 
Wbitcomb  waa  admitted,  the  firm  bving  White  k 
Whiteomb.  This  relation  waa  aoon  terminated  bj 
the  doaih  of  Mr.  Whitcomb.  Though  still  a  young 
man,  Mr.  White  had  come  to  hold  a  prominent  place 
in  the  euinmunity.  Ho  employed  (|uite  a  number  of 
bands,  and  bis  factory  became  quite  a  source  of  reve- 
nue to  the  little  village;  In  the  mean  tine  he  had 
also  eataUiahed  a  general  store  in  the  Tillage,  having 
for  partners  during  the  eight  years  he  waa  conn^rted 
with  it  Mr.  F.  H.  Keith,  now  a  prosperous  mer- 
diani  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hr.  Adolphna  Clark, 
who  haa  dnoe  been  anooeaelU  in  hnahwwi  In  LondwT 
England.  In  October,  1842,  he  married  Miss  Harriet 
£.  Keith)  of  Bridgewater,  a  sister  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Keith, 


his  partner  in  the  .sf.  r  Mr.  White  was  one  of  the 
few  who  successfully  met  and  weathered  the  greai 
finanoial  atom  of  1857-68.  Darii^  thena  terrible 
months  there  were  hundreds  of  lerd^beaded,  bMeeing 
business  rnen  unable,  notwithstanding  their  most  hc- 
roie  endeavors,  to  breast  the  fide,  hut  haviriL'  his 
bu^iiacits  well  in  liaud,  and  by  the  exercise  of  clear 
foresight  and  good  judgment,  Mr.  White  paased  the 
crisis  and  met  all  liabilities  dollar  for  dollar.  The 
war  r>f  the  Reb-'llion  following  soon  after.  Mr.  White, 
in  common  with  other  manufacturers,  io«t  all  his 
Southern  trade,  which  had  been  quite  extensive. 
Taking  advantnge  of  the  demands  of  the  oceaaion, 
however,  be  m  Mien  bflgan  making  army  boota  and 
shoes,  dealing  sometimes  directly  with  the  govr^rn- 
mont,  but  more  largely  with  New  York  merchants. 
This  bianeh  of  bnaineas  was  eoniinuod  until  the  ehisn 
of  the  war  oauaed  a  ceMation  of  the  demand. 

In  186tJ,  Mr.  Wliite  took  his  brother,  Edmund 
White,  into  jiartnersliip  with  him.  the  firm  being T.& 
K.  White.  Up  to  about  this  time  it  had  been  the  cus- 
tom of  mannfaotnrers  to  depose  of  thdr  goods  thtoagli 
commission-boosea  or  selling  agents.  BdioTtng,  how* 
ever,  it  would  accrue  to  their  benefit  to  distribute 
their  own  products,  they  opened  a  wholesale  buot- 
and  shoe-store  on  Pearl,  near  Milk  Street,  Boston, 
Thomas  anpetintendingthe  aeUing  of  the  gooda,  while 
Edmund  had  charge  of  the  manufacturing  it  Beat 
Randolph.  Mr.  White  at  once  took  rank  as  one  of 
the  leading  basincss  men  of  Boston.  Under  his  man- 
the  hwineaa  during  the  next  two  jests  in- 
so  rapidly  as  to  neeemitate  inemsasd  fiwUitiea 
for  production,  and  they  purchased  the  large  four-story 
^team-factory  built  by  Spear,  Sprague  &  Co.,  and 
which  admirably  suited  their  requirements.  The 
firm  had  now  become  one  of  the  largest  and  most  hk> 
flucntial  houHcs  in  the  trade. 

In  1871,  Mr.  Kdmund  White  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  soon  established  a  large  business  of  his  owa 
in  the  same  village.  Upon  the  withdrawal  of  bis 
brother,  Mr.  Whito  admitted  hb  two  sons,  T.  Bdgnr 
and  Henry  M.  White,  as  partners,  assuming  the  fitm- 
name  of  Thomas  White  &  Co.  In  1872  the  srrpat 
fire  in  Boelou  left  tbeir  atore,  like  all  others  situated 
in  what  ia  known  aa  tha  burned  diatrioC,"  in  aahan. 
Some  of  their  stoek  waa  saved,  but  th^  experienead 
hmvy  loaaea  by  the  ftilnie  of  the  insurance  oompa- 
nies.  Although  they  suffered  temporary  inconveni- 
ence by  their  ioabilily  to  secure  advantageous  quar> 
tera,  yet  their  bustnem  eontioned  to  ineiease  an 
rapidly  that  daring  that  year  they  took  another 
partner,  Mr.  Marcellus  Walker,  of  Cambrldtre,  who 
for  many  yeara  bad  been  tbeir  salesman,  and  wbn 
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b*d  proveD  hiau«lf  an  eflBcientbiuineB  man.  As  soon 
as  pos^-iM  '  'hey  established  thcmaclves  at  the  oorner  (if 
Pearl  aud  High  Strc«t«,  near  their  old  quarters,  and, 
in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  denianda  of  their  trade,  , 
thfij  ponbaMd  «od  fitted  Ibr  tb«ir  me  the  aaeetiiig- 
bwiM  situted  near  their  factory.  At  present  theirs 
raiil-H  s*raon^:  tin?  largest  factories  of  Eastero  Mxssa-  ! 
chuaettK,  and  thej  tare  out  weekly  from  six  to  nine 
httiidted  «aM«  of  goodi. 

In  1880  tbey  Mill  fbnber  entaiged  their  barineas 
by  securing  a  factory  in  Great  Falls,  N.  H.,  one  hun- 
dred and  s<»vetity-five  feet  long,  three  stories  in  height, 
and  capablu  of  turning  out  fifteen  hundred  pairs  of  ' 
^um  per  day.   Id  1883  they  leearad  « large  ftetory 
in  Boston,  where  they  can  produce  from  two  to  three  I 
th4iusand  pairs  of  boot-«  per  day.    The  productions  of 
thi.H  firm  rmk  as  standard  goods  thronghoat  the  | 
United  States.  I 

Mr.  White's  bveineaB  eereeir  baa  been  in  many  re- 
spects an  exceptional  mm.    But  few  of  those  who  i 
are  rpferred  to  to-da^*  m  our  "self-made  men"  liave 
passed  through  so  many  severe  ordeals,  met  with  so 
many  heavy  lones,  and  yet  paid  at  all  times  and  in 
liiU  all  oUigationa.   While  pbenomeiMlly  sneeaasfat 
from  a  business  point  of  view,  Mr.  White  has  alwayi 
beeo  liberal  and  public-<<pirito<i.  and  has  fuuud  time 
to  All  honorably  and  creditably  many  positions  of  • 
pnblio  tnut   H«  has  bald  many  town  offioes,  aad 
twiee  represented  bia  diatiict  in  the  State  Legisbtnie. 
In  politics  lie  was  a  Whig  in  ante-bclhiin  days,  and  ] 
since  the  oriranization  of  the  Kepuhlican  party  he  bas 
always  given  his  support  to  that  party.  i 

Hr.  White  baa  done  mooh  toward  making  Hoi-  | 
brook  the  beantirul  vilia'^o  it  is, and  is  juNtly  regarded 
by  the  citiaens  of  that  phwe  as  one  of  their  booefao- 
tora. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

MBDFIBLD. 


ar  w.  s.  TiiiMN. 

This  refjion  of  country  lyiiiir  to  the  southwest  of 
Boston  was,  when  iiret  known  tu  white  men,  the 
hone  of  several  Indian  trihea.  Amonf  tbeae  were 
the  Naticka,  the  Nepoiisets,  and  to  tlie  wejitward  of 
Norfolk  County,  the  Nipmucks.  Tlie.-e  trihes  were  at 
the  beginning  of  their  acquaintance  with  the  Kotflish 
settlers  quite  friendly  to  them  ;  indeed,  when  John 
Oldham  and  three  otbera,  in  1633,  went  overland  as 
fhr  as  the  Conoeetieat  Biver,  he  fband  the  aame 


friendly  disposition  aiating  among  the  Indians  all 
aloiiL'  his  journey.  It  wns  only  after  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  whites  upon  their  domain,  and  aft«r 
some  wrongs  committed  by  the  English,  that  the  tem- 
per of  the  Indiana  toward  then  snllered  a  ehange. 
The  atKM^nal  tribes  scattered  over  this  part  of  the 
country  were  known  under  tlie  <:eneral  desi'/nmipii  of 
"  Massachusetts  j"  and  Charles  Kiver  was  at  first  known 
to  Englishmen  ssthe  "  Msanohnaetin  River."  Ibean 
is  no  aeconnt  extant  of  nny  ezpkmtioo  of  CharlaB 
River  Valley  during  die  first  decade  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bay  colony,  though  douhtlcsR  it  was 
not  long  before  adventurous  pioneers  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  general  ftatniea  of  tbia  region. 

The  territory  south  and  east  of  Charles  River  wan 
claimed  by  tlie  tribe  of  the  Neponsets,  who.se  doniain 
included  the  river  of  that  uauie.  Their  sachem,  Chick- 
atabut,  wa»  very  friendly  to  the  English  from  the 
llisi,  forming  treaties  and  agreenenta  with  both  the 
Plymonth  and  Bay  colonies.  About  1632,  William 
Pynrhon.  of  Bn.ston,  afterwards  of  Springfield,  pur- 
chased of  Chiukatabot  the  territory  lying  between 
Charles  River  and  Neponset  River.  The  town  of 
Hedlleld  me  Indnded  in  that  pnrdisae,  together  with 
several  other  towns  of  Norfolk  County  as  far  south  as 
the  Rhrvde  T^land  line ;  though  the  southern  bounda- 
ries of  that  purchase  were  very  indefinite,  and  misun- 
derstanding arose  between  theaenlen  end  the  Indbna 
many  yeaia  afterwards.  It  ia  doubtful  if  the  limits 
were  very  clearly  defined  at  the  time  of  purchase, 
as,  in  1  ()!].").  thp  colonial  governnient  called  for  auy 
persons  who  were  present  at  the  time  uf  ihe  purciiase, 
or  who  knew  where  the  boundaries  were,  to  some  for- 
ward and  le.'^iify.  There  was  no  response, great  num- 
bers of  the  Indians  liavinf;  been  swept  off  by  the 
smallpox  in  1633,  among  them  the  sachem,  Cbicka- 
tabot. 

Dedhan  was  ineorporated  in  1636,  and  ineladed 

"  all  the  lands  on  the  easterly  and  southerly  aide  of 
Charles  Biver  not  formerly  granted  to  any  Towne  or 
particular  person."  Roxbury  bad  been  already  set  off 
fimntbe  Pynchon  purchase,  and  Dedham,  when  it  was 
Amnded,  appeaia  to  have  taken  in  ail  tlmt  wn  left  of 
it,  or  the  territory  of  nine  ortmi  of  the  present  towns 
of  Norfolk  County. 

Medfield  was  a  part  of  Dedham  for  fifteen  years, 
but  this  part  of  the  town  la  seldom  mentiooed  in  thn 
early  records  of  Dedham.  Special  attention  aeens  to 
have  been  first  drawn  to  this  rn^'ion  on  aecounf  of 
the  wide  expanse  of  meadows  lying  along  Charles 
River,  and  at  the  mouths  of  its  tributary  streams 
near  thia  plaoe.  Tbn  name  i^ven  by  the  abwigiaes  to 
the  valley  of  Cbarlea  Biver  above  NatidK,  fbr  aavetal 
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Tuiles  southward,  was  "  Bogjrestow,"  variously  spelled, 
as  were  nirist  w  .rJsin  the  ancient  papeni  and  records. 
From  all  ihul  we  van  gather,  the  name  iwem^  to  hare 
iMen  iium|Mirti«al«rly  applied  to  the  okeiidowsaod  op-  I 
lands  lying  on  the  wast  hide  of  tli--  l  ivi  r,  which  were  not 
in  tlir  Ne|iijn-i  t  l;inil>.  but  helonued  !•>        Nntu  kj!  nr 
Ni[>niiiek8,  probably  the  ]Natiek.s.    But  the  Dcdhatn 
piioplti  were  accii»tom«d  to  speak  of  all  this  west  end  | 
of  thnr  township  as  Boggesiow ;  sonetimes  d«si^- 
oatlDg  it  ns  "  lying  near  BoggcHtow."  Inl61:i  r»  I  ; 
bao)  tjranted  to  one  of  it?  citizens  a  farm  of  ilm  c 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  "  to  lie  in  or  about  that  place 
called  Boggestow,  or  not  far  from  thenoe."  This  fann  ' 
laj  on  tke  east  side  of  the  river  and  wsa  afterwards 
bought  in  by  the  f«electmen  of  Medfield,  no  Settlement 
havinf^  been  made  upon  it.  , 

The  meadows  in  those  days  being  much  dryer  than 
at  present,  and  being  kept  dear  of  bashes  by  the  an- 
traal  fires  of  the  Indians,  prodiiesd great  qoanttties  of 

prafis  of  .iiu-h  c|ualilv  tliat  it  was  very  highly  valued 
by  the  early  ^ettlera,  as  it  furnished  an  available  sup- 
ply of  fodder  for  their  cattle  during  the  winter  sea-  < 
BOOS.   This  was  probably  one  of  the  ehief  iaduoa-  i 
nients  to  men  to  look  fof  o  place  of  settlement  in  this  ] 

imrofdiuli-  vicinity. 

There  were  several  open  plains  heieabouts  before  ^ 
ibe  land  had  been  cleared  by  white  meu,  as,  indeed, 
there  weie  in  ▼arioos  portiona  of  the  Indian  eovotry.  | 
They  are  often  mentioned  by  the  writers  of  those 
days.    The  foreot^  were  quite  open,  aod  madi  grass 
for  pasturage  was  ibuod  in  them.  j 

During  the  fifteen  yean  aboTO  neottoiied,  prior  to  | 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Hedfldd,  there  were  i 
no  aetual  settlers  upon  its  territory.    In  all  the  earii-  ! 
est  records  there  h  not  only  no  reference  to  any  sneh 
fact,  but  everything  indicates  the  contrary,  though 
many  petsons  have  snpposed  that  this  part  of  Dfdham 
had  been  pr<  vill<l^ly  ovenpread  by  settlers,  and  these 
"set  oflf"  aH  is  the  raw  now  when  new  towns  are 
formed.    We  are  nut  to  conceive  of  any  buildings 
erected  here  in  those  days,  except,  perhaps,  a  cowpen  | 
and  a  nide  dielter  for  the  keeper  of  the  herds  that  | 
found  pasturage  bcrc  during  tlie  cuininer  ;  us  we  read  . 
in  very  early  recurds  nf  '  liL-rd-iicusc  phiiti,"  which 
wm  the  level  stretch  of  land  lying  along  the  Bedhjun  j 
road  a  mile  east     the  present  village.   It  is  also  | 
spoken  of  ss  "  the  ooW'pen.'* 

Settlement. — The  first  known  movement  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  sottleiuent  here  wa<s  niatle  in  1649. 
It  waff  started  by  Dedham  men,  thougli  ihcy  were  i 
soon  joined  in  the  enterprise  by  people  from  other  | 
towns.   The  sofaeme  was  to  make  a  new  town  out  of 
a  portion  of  Dedbam  and  a  corresponding  portion  of ' 


land  bf'Ifiii'jing  to  the  colony  and  lying  on  the  west 
side  of  the  riv'  r.  .so  including  the  river  aod  the  wide 
meadows  on  both  sides. 

A  petition  was  sent  to  the  Oenersl  Court  for  a 
grunt  f'f  Liii'l  un  the  west  side,  four  miles  north  sad 
=i)Uth  tiy  three  miles  ea-t  ami  west,  wliieli  wa«  -^rantw! 
and  laid  out.    Tbis  land,  which  was  long  called  "  the 
old  grant,"  corresponds  very  nearly  to  what  is  now 
East  Medway.   After  this  petition  was  granted,  the 
town  of  Dodham  set  off  a  portion  of  its  territory  lying 
on  Char!' River,  iihotit  four  miles  north  and  fiouth  and 
three  miles  east  and  west.    This  grstnt  from  Dedbam 
eorresponds  vary  nearly  (perhaps  exactly)  with  the 
present  extent  of  the  town  of  HedfieM.   It  is  de< 
scribed  as  being  in  the  "  west  end  of  the  bounds  of 
Dcflhairi  next  BoL'ire«tow."    The  men  nuthorizcd  by 
the  town  of  Dcdhaiu  to  lay  it  out  accomplished  their 
work  in  the  spring  of  1650.  The  oiden  of  the 
eOQrt  in  ri  L'ard  to  the  Isyiog  Out  of  the  land  on  the 
west  siclf  of  the  river  were  ahv  dlu^yed  abfiut  the 
same  time  by  liobert  Kayue  and  Edward  .)ack>oii. 
At  the  acceptance  of  their  report  by  the  General 
CSonrt,  in  Hay,  it  is  stated  that  the  eoort,  in  aiHwer 
to  the  request  I tf  the  inhabitants  of  Dedhain,"doe 
order  that  it  >halbe  called  [MeadtieMJ."    The  brack- 
ets seem  to  indicate  that  the  name  had  not  then  been 
deeided  npon,  bnt  that  it  was  aftenraida  inamtsd. 
Yarioiu  eoBjeotarea  have  been  oflbred  aa  to  the 
reason  for  the  selection  of  the  name  for  tbo  new 
town.    One  h  that  the  open  field  where  the  village 
was  afterwards  built,  lying  oo  the  way  from  Dedbam 
to  the  Boggestow  mcadowa  and  veiy  near  them,  wu 
called  the  "  meadow  fidd,"  and  hence  '  MeadfieU." 
Another  is  that,  as  there  were  open  fietd.s  in  the 
north  and  south  parts  of  the  town,  the  plain  where 
the  settlement  was  uommeuoed,  lying  midway  between 
them,  was  called  the  **  mid  field.'*   The  mort  pioha> 
ble  reason  is  that  the  towns  of  Medfield  aod  Dedbam 
in  Old  England,  lying  near  each  other,  ami  many  of 
the  early  settlers  coming  from  that  vicinity,  the  towu 
were  named  by  tbem  in  honor  of  their  former  boBM, 
We  know  that  this  was  the  ease  with  Dodham,  and 
there  is  little  donbt  that  the  name  of  thn  town  wm 
adopted  for  a  similar  renwin. 

It  was  decided  at  a  Dedbam  town-meeting  that  "in 
consideration  of  their  town  rights  in  the  meadows," 
the  sottlem  should  pay  that  town  the  sum  of  cos 
hundred  pounds.  This  wns  aftenrards  reduced  lo 
fiftv  i.innnls.  hnt  it  goes  to  t^hov  in  what  e^titnatioft 
the  meadows  were  held  at  that  time.  Nothing  is 
said  of  the  valno  of  the  net  of  tiie  bnd  that  wm  mt 
off. 

A  committeo  was  chosen  by  the  inhabilratt  of  the 
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town  of  Dedham  to  manage  rU  afliiils  relating  to  the 
"  erpctiiiL:,  (Jispf,i.sini:,  luul  povrrnmpnt  nf  tlic  said  vil- 
lage '  of  Medtivld.  It  connoted  of  Kalph  Wheelock, 
Thomas  Wight,  Robert  Hitisdell,  Uenrj  Chickering, 
Jobs  Dwigbc,  Peter  Woodwwd,  aiul  Eleaser  Lmbcr. 
The  first  tbree  were  mm  fbremcMk  in  the  new  aettle- 
tnent ;  the  next  three  were  men  whn  proposed  to  stay 
in  and  act  for  the  town  of  Dedham;  and  Eleazar 
Luelier  ves  otork  of  tlie  town  ud  ke|it  tbe  reooid  of 
praeeefiiig»  sntil  (bo  new  town  wis  fdljr  lecogoued. 
Those  records,  in  his  cbaraoteristic  baodwriting,  are 
still  preserved  among  the  town  papers. 

The  "society  for  retooving  to  Medfield"  was  organ- 
ised by  the  signing  of  a  corioiu  egreenoDt,  probablj 
drawn  up  by  Ralph  WheahMk,  tbo  "  founder  of  Med- 
field."  Tills  arrreetncnt  provided,  (1)  That  all  pcr- 
aons  receiving  ^'ranta  of  land  frnm  the  new  town 
should  become  subject  to  all  rightiul  orders  of  town 
gOTemnent;  (2)  that  all  qoeilaona  or  differeneee 
between  tbem  ihoold  be  settled  by  refevenoe  or  arbi- 
tration without  earrTint»  matters  into  conrt ; 
that  no  person  ehouid  be  allowed  to  becuoic  a  town»- 
nan  bat  meb  as  were  honest,  peaceable,  and  free  from 
aeendal  and  erro  neons  opinions;  (4)  that  none  of 
the  inhabitants  for  seven  years  to  come  should  let  any 
piece  of  land  niccived  by  grant  from  tlio  town  for  the 
space  of  a  year  together,  except  by  consent  of  the 
saleetoien,  nnlsM  it  be  to  some  member  of  the 
somety. 

How  many  signed  the  agreement  at  this  time  is 
nnknown.  It  is  certain  that  snme  of  those  whose 
Balnea  are  appended  signed  it  years  afterwards,  at  tbe 

tine  they  were  eeeepted  as  towasnen ;  and  some  who 
dgned  at  the  beginning  never  lemovod  to  tbe  new 

•ettlement. 

It  was  provided  that  du  inau'ti  house-lot  should  ex- 
ceed twelve  or  fall  short  of  all  acres ;  its  size,  between 
these  limits,  to  be  detemioed  by  bb  wealth  and  tbe 
size  of  his  family.  Also,  that  all  who  ri  CLlveJ  liousc- 
lots  should  be  settled  ut  Mcdfii^ld  lirforo  tlio  ond  nf 
May,  l(j51,  and  that  no  person  should  receive  lands 
but  these  who  intended  to  beeomo  aetnal  settlers. 
The  ftiat  highways  were  established  preparatory  to 
rendering  the  town  capable  of  being  suitably  laid  out 
ID  house- lots ;  but  all  rect>rds  of  those  earliest  high- 
ways are  lost.  There  was  a  bridge  built  across 
Charles  River  near  tbe  present  town  farm ;  a  road 
from  it  eastward  through  the  town  to  Dedham.  It  is 
impossible  now  to  toll  on  which  side  of  Mount  Nebo 
the  tirst  road  ran.  From  this  road,  at  the  centre  of 
tbe  town,  a  road  run  northerly,  now  North  Street,  and 
aDotber  south,  near  wbst  is  now  Pkasaot  Street. 
The  mettbg-hoiise  lot  snd  the  eemetery  were  lairl  vat 


I  aboDt  the  same  tine,  though  there  is  no  reoofd 

eTtnnt. 

The  tirst  thirteen  house-lots  were  laid  out  Judu  11), 
1650.    These  were  scattered  along  Main,  North, 
I  Green,  Frairy,  South,  and  Philip  Streets.   The  first 
'  thirteen  settlers  Were  Ralph  Wheelock,  John  Ellis, 
Samuel  Bullon,  Daniel  Mon>e,  Jfime«i  .Alien,  .Toseph 
Clark,  Francis  Hnmant,  John  Turner,  John  Frairy, 
'  Timothy  Dwight,  Robert  Uinadale,  Thomas  Wight, 
i  aod  John  Wight,   It  sppeMS  that  good  timber  trees 
I  near  tbe  Tillage  grew  only  along  the  brook,  and  strict 
orders  were  made  in  repmrd  to  the  use  of  them,  they 
having  been  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  town. 

Dedham  sorrendered  its  jurisdiction  to  the  settlers 
above  named  Jan.  11, 1661,  and  in  May  of  the  same 
year  tlu>  town  was  incorporated  by  act  of  tlie  Gfiieral 
Court,  the  forty  fliinl  in  the  colony  in  the  ordor  of 
incorporation.  During  theae  months  accessions  to 
I  thdr  number  were  being  made  and  new  bonae-lota 
grantt'd  on  North,  Soutli    n.  1  T$ridi:o  Streets. 

The  firnt  minister  of  Mcdficld  wa.s  Rov.  John  Wil- 
son, Jr.,  who  (xjmroenced  his  pastorate  in  December, 
i  1651.   Re  bnilt  his  bouse  vhere  the  town  Inll  now 
stands.  Pttblie  worabip  was  eoodueted  at  the  houses 
of  the  settlers  for  the  first  two  or  three  years. 

The  fir>^t  family  to  remove  fo  tlieir  Medficld  home 
was  that  of  Samuel  BuUeu,  whu^  house  stood  near 
Philip  Street.  Tbe  flist  nill  was  built  by  George 
Barber  in  1652.  It  atood  on  Mill  Brook,  a  liule  way 
below  where  it  is  crossed  by  Elm  Street.  Tt  was  sold 
the  .-anu'  yenr  to  Henrv  Adnni.s,  and  a  lew  years  af- 
terwards .mperaeded  by  a  mill  above  the  bridge  on  Elm 
Street,  wbioh  was  burned  by  the  Indhms  and  never 
rebnilt. 

The  first  mectinrr  house  wn.<i  eommeneed  nhoul 
1  SiSS.  It  was  a  small,  plain  building,  with  a  thatched 
roof,  and  stood  where  the  Unitarian  boose  of  wonhip 
now  stands.  It  was  not  eompleted  and  IhmiBbed  till 

1656. 

The  meadows  were  laid  out  in  irrnntH  to  the  owners 
of  house-lots  in  1652,  and  the  following  year  the 
lauds  easily  aeoesMble  to  enltivation  wwealao  divided, 
aooerding  to  tbe  rules  of  division, — that  is,  by  persons 

and  estates,  each  member  of  the  household  being  ap- 
praised at  ten  pounds.  The  same  year  the  town  clerk 
commenced  bis  records  of  births,  deaths,  and  mar- 
riages, and  the  town  baa  an  unbroken  reeord  (W>m  that 
year  down  to  the  present. 

In  lf>.')3  Mr.  Wlnelock  took  up  a  contribution  in 
this  town  in  aid  of  Harvard  Colleire.  The  same  year 
we  have  a  record  of  eertain  men  being  chosen  to  bum 
the  weoda.  Tbe  custom  of  burning  over  all  the  waste 
lands  in  November  of  eaoh  year,  whieh  was  derived 
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frotn  the  flVioripinrs.  w»a  continued  for  many  yrnn^  hy 
the  settlcrB,  in  order  that  the  underbrush  on  the  pub- 
lic laods  might  not  prevent  the  putarage  of  oittle 
npoo  then. 

The  piiMi|)al  town  business  for  the  jmn  preceding 
1660  WIS  grantinpr  house  lots  to  new-coroers*,  the 
division  of  wood-lands,  lajing  out  roads  in  various 
■eetioiis  of  tlia  town  md  on  both  ndee  of  the  river, 
adopting  ordcn  in  regard  to  fences  and  bounde,  to 
the  yokini;:  and  nngin<;  of  swinOi  and  providing  the 
town  with  a  "  pair  of  stockf5." 

A  £choul  "  tor  ibe  educuliuu  uf  llie  childrvu  wm 
eetabliahed  in  1658,  at  the  town's  ezpenae,  and  Mr. 
Wliftlock  was  appointed  schctohnaater.  In  1657 
Medficld  contained  forty  faniilii's.  It  had,  also,  an 
"  ordinary,"  or  place  of  public  entertainment.  The 
State  tax  was  paid  in  eighteen  and  one-half  busheb 
of  wheat. 

Our  territory  west  of  the  river  waa  enlaiged  in 

ItlfiO  by  what  waa  called  the  "  new  jrrant,"  two  miles 
east  and  weet,  and  four  miles  north  and  aouth.  It  ia 
now  inetuded  in  th«  westerly  part  of  Hedway  and 
HolKatOD.  All  owneia  of  house-lots  shared  in  this 

land,  it  being  mostly  laid  nut  in  large  parcels  of  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  iwrvn  ctich.  Soon  aAer 
this  dutb  uieu  i>egau  to  settle  ou  the  west  bide  of  the 
river. 

The  first  school-honse  wns  built  in  1666,  eighteen 
feet  long  and  fonrteen  firt  wide.  It  evidently  stood 
on  the  meeting-house  common,  near  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  North  Street  and  Janee  Avenue. 

The  first  emigrslioD  ftom  this  town  took  plaee 
about  1670f  when  the  Hinsdales,  Plimptons,  and 
Frairys  removed  to  the  Connecticut  Valley.  At 
about  the  same  date  a  post-road  from  Boston  to 
Hartford  waa  eatabliabed,  and  a  way  laid  out  from 
Medfield  to  Uendon;  and  the  bnsioesB  of  tanning 
leather  was  commenced  by  Samuel  Rock  wood,  near 
the  present  railroad  junelion  in  the  ntirth  part  of  the 
town.  A  tax  was  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Hedfidd,  in  aid  of  Harvard  Cbllege,  amounting  to 
£2  4*.  2il. 

In  1  rj72,  John  Awashamog  (^Indian),  of  Natick,  laid 
claim  to  our  territory  west  of  Charles  River.  It  was 
settled  by  the  payment  to  him  of  twenty-one  pounds. 
It  wonld  aenn  hj  thia  that  the  region  now  Medway 
was  originallj  the  poaseaiion  of  the  N'^uiek  tribe. 

Sixty-two  persons  nt  Medficld  suliseril>ed  various 
sums  in  money  and  produce  towards  the  '*  new  brick 
ooUege."  The  total  amovnt  was  £SG  Is.  In  this 
they  were  joined  by  mtn  at "  the  farms/*  now  She^ 
bom.  In  1675  Hedfidd  had  seveDty*M!ven  land  pro- 
prietors. 


The  Indian  War. — Tlie  year  1676  is  memorable 
for  King  Philip's  war  and  the  borniog  of  the  towo. 
In  the  hoatilitiea  of  Ihe  previona  anrnmnr  Mendon 
had  been  abandoned,  leaving  Hedfidd  the  hmiam 

town  in  this  direction.  After  the  great  fight  at  the 
Narrajmnsett  swamp  in  December,  the  Indians  formed 
U3cui!<clvc!9  into  small  bands  for  the  purpose  of  fidliog 
upon  remote  and  deftnselees  settlements.  On  the 
10th  of  Pebmary  they  attacked  Lancaster,  burned 
the  town,  and  carried  its  inhabitants  into  e^iptivity. 
On  the  reception  of  the  news,  Mr.  Wilson  addressed 
a  letter  lu  the  Governor  and  Council  containing  an 
urgent  and  pathelie  appeal  for  aid.  He  statea  tbat 
Capt.  Oakes  had  juat  arrived  from  Lancaster,  and 
reported  the  TndinnH  spparently  bending  their  eonr«e 
towards  this  place.  In  answer  to  thia  appeal  the 
Gh)vemor  sent  a  hundred  or  so  of  soldiers  during  the 
week,  who  were  quartered  opon  the  inhabitants  in  dif- 
ftBTSOt  parts  of  the  town.  Signs  of  the  approaching 
enemy  were  discovered  on  the  'iUth,  and  a  watch  wa< 
kept  through  the  nighk  In  spite  of  thi«  precaution, 
however,  the  savage  stealtbi^  secreted  tbemealTse 
about  the  houses  and  in  the  out-buildioga,  and  when 
the  watch  was  taken  off,  at  daybreak,  they  commenced 
firing  houses  and  barns  in  every  direct itin.  The  «o!- 
dicrS|  scattered  as  they  were,  ouuld  do  but  little  agsiiu&t 
the  enemy  for  a  time;  but  sa  soon  ss  the  people  wen 
fairly  aroused  they  fired  the  cannon  as  a  signal  to 
Dedham,  at  which  the  Indians,  takini;  fright, 
treated  over  the  bridge  across  the  river,  setting  the 
bridge  on  fire  as  ihey  went  Across  the  river,  on  a 
hill,  in  Ibll  view  of  the  burning  (niildinfv,  they  had  a 
grand  fea.Ht.  Thirty-two  houses,  bosidej?  barns,  two 
mills,  and  other  buildinf»!«  were  tlestroyed,  about  half 
of  the  entire  number  in  the  settlement.  The  houses 
in  the  eentro  of  the  village  were  saved.  Four  bonam 
burned  were  on  the  weet  of  the  river  in  what  is  no* 
East  Medway.  The  cattle  and  horses  were  ^nertlly 
lost  with  the  barns.  The  loss  of  pro].erty  was  esti- 
mated at  more  than  two  thousand  pounds,  and  it  is 
said  Aat  "seventeen  or  eighteen  person  woe  slain  or 
mortally  wounded,  besides  others  dangerously  hart.** 
Our  records  contain  the  names  of  seventeen  who  lolt 
their  Wvcs  at  this  time.  Hubbard  relates  that  soBM 
were  taken  alive  and  carried  off  captives,  but  ws 
have  no  oertain  knowledge  of  any  who  suffiBired  this 
terrible  fate. 

Notice  of  the  attack  wan  immediately  sent  to 
the  Governor,  who  at  onoe  dispatched  another  com- 
pany of  aoldiem  hither  \  but  not  findiog  the  eiiemy» 
they  pushed  on  to  Harlbonmi^.  It  is  by  do  meaos 
probable  that  King  Philip  was  near  this  place  at  the 
time  of  the  stuck,  ootwitbstaoding  ail  the  tradittoas 
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about  his  having  been  Keen  oo  bw  Uick  borse,  career* 
iiiL'  through  the  town,  !'_»;tj'iritr  tin-  fences,  etc.  Those 
who  lived  in  those  timeii,  aud  wtto  wrote  a  fall  accouot 
of  tbe  war,  teH  na  tbat  Medidd  vaa  deatiojed  bj 
HoBBieo,  wbo  boaaCfld  of  the  deed  at  OroUm,  aad  at 
the  rame  time  threatened  many  other  places.  He  was 
executed  at  BoatoD  the  following  September.  Mr. 
Wilson's  bouse  was  open  to  care  for  tbe  wounded  sol-  > 
ikn  wbo  wera  obliged  to  vmain  bev^  WNue  of  tboin  ■ 
Ibr  three  months,  with  the  nafjum  to  attend  tbem.  | 

The  Indians  did  not  appear  here  again  till  the  la.«t 
of  April,  when  ii  fresh  foree  of  horse  and  f'out  wiis 
Aeut  out  against  theoi;  and  uu  the  tith  ut  i^la^  the^ 
wore  fioaUj  rouled  at  BoggMtow  Pond,  near  Bher-  [ 
born.    They  lin^'ored  in  small  force  around  this  vi- 
cinity fur  some  time  nftcrwanls,  and  small  parties  of 
soldiers  went  out  to  bunt  Indians  during  the  summer. 
Bat  after  Philip's  death,  in  August,  they  were  seen  oo  < 
mom,  tboofb  aJamia  wen  gifon  Ar  eeveial  jenn  | 
afterwards,  whicli  caused  the  people  here  great  uneasi- 
ness, bat  tiu  disasters  followed  beyond  the  baroiog  of 
a  mill  at  Kockville.  i 

The  Genend  Gonrt  granted  aoae  little  lelief  to  the 
•nflnert  bj  tbia  calanitj,  ebieflj  in  tbe  way  of 
initting  taxes.    It  was  several  years  before  the  town  i 
recovered  from  the  stroke ;  but  mmt  of  the  houses  ' 
were  finally  rebuilt  on  the  original  sites.    One  of  the  ^ 
mills  destroyed  waetbat  of  Hemy  AdaoM,  bttan  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  other  WW  *  mitt  en  Boggeetew 
Brook,  now  in  Med  way. 

In  16HU,  the  first  rtssidcnt  physician  of  whom  we  i 
have  anyrea}rd.  Dr.  Return  Johnson,  built  his  house  i 
on  North  StreeL  He  praetieed  medieine  here  vp-  I 
wards  of  twenty  years. 

In  Jof»ias,  {grandson  of  Chickatabot.  asserted 

a  claim  tu  the  land  embiaoed  within  the  limits  of 
Medficld  ;  tbe  town  aettled  wHh  bim  by  tbe  payment 
of  fimr  ponnde  ten  ebilKngi.  TIte  knd  bad  been  al* 
ready  paid  for  by  Mr.  Pyncbon,  but  as  no  deed  eenld 
be  found  the  matter  wa«  eoiii promised, 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  first  minister  of  Modfieid,  died  in  j 
1691,  and  it  was  not  till  tiz  yean  afterwards  tbat  bis  { 
aneecesor,  Rev.  Joseph  Baxter,  was  settled.    At  that 
date,  1(597,  the  meniber^liip  of  ilif  Pari>*li  Church  was 
sixty-tivf  :  twenty-five  men   and  forty   women.     A  ' 
few  of  the  members  lived  in  that  part  of  iiedhum 
wbidi  ie  now  called  Walpole. 

Tbe  Black  Swamp  lands  were  laid  out  in  1702.  to  | 
tbe  "  propri'  t      "  of  whom  there  were  now  one  bun-  ' 
dred  and  twenty-three.  Of  these  at  least  twenty -seven 
lived  weat  of  tbe  river. 

Tbe  first  meeting-boose  bad  beoome  somewhat  di* 
kjndated,  and  it  was  now  iosolBeient  for  the  aooom-  ' 


modation  of  tbe  people;  it  was  removed  in  1706,  and 
replaced  by  a  new  one  ot<  fhe  Ramc  ?pnt.  which  stood 
eigbty4bree  years.  Tliere  is  no  definite  description 
of  tbsb  boose.  We  know  that  in  it  the  men  were 
reqniied  to  sit  on  one  side,  and  tbe  women  on  tbe 
other. 

Division  of  the  Town. — The  subject  of  dividinpr 
the  town  began  to  be  seriously  agitated  in  1712.  In- 
deed, et  tbe  time  tbe  new  meeting^boose  was  built, 
those  liviog  west  of  the  river  were  promised  a  refund* 

Injr  of  half  the  amount  paid  by  them  in  case  a  meet- 
in  L'hou;<e  nhould  he  built  in  that  part  of  the  town 
within  twenty  years,  in  1713,  the  west  side  people 
ssnt  a  petition  to  the  Oeoersl  Court;  aoommittee 
was  chosen  to  vidl  tbe  plaoe  and  report,  which  they 
did,  and  they  reported  in  favor  of  a  division  of  tbe 
town.  It  was  divided  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  October  25th.  Sini»  tbat  date,  Charles  River 
has  been  tbe  western  bouodaiy  of  Medfield.  Those 
set  off  at  this  time  to  form  the  town  of  Medway  0OD> 
slituttnl  about  one-third  of  tbe  householders,  and  they 
possessed  about  the  same  proportioo  of  the  wealth. 

UtttU  1720,  but  one  sebodi  bad  besn  kept  in  town, 
aad  tbat  at  tbe  Centre.  At  this  time  it  was  ordered 
that  a  (M:ho4)l  be  kept  a  part  of  tbe  time  in  the  north 
and  a  part?  of  the  time  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 

In  these  days,  when  there  was  no  artificial  hcut  io 
tbe  meeting-booSM,  end  those  who  eame  from  a  dis> 
mnoB  remained  through  to  hear  the  two  ssrmoos,  it 
was  common  for  neighbors  to  join  toirether  and  build 
what  wa»  called  a  noon-house."  near  the  meeting- 
bouse,  into  which  they  could  go  between  sermons, 
eat  thrir  dinner,  and  make  tbemmlvee  eomfortaUe. 
Several  of  these  noon-boosM,  in  ohl  times,  stood  on 
the  nueting-houso  common  here.  That  kind  of 
build  iug  is  demsribed  as  being  some  fifleeo  feet  square, 
opening  toward  tbe  south,  with  ooovenienoes  for  bnlM- 
ing  an  open  fiie  at  the  opposite  end. 

Medfield  sent  at  least  eleven  i^oldiers  into  the  army 
to  fight  against  the  French  and  Indians  in  1722.  At 
this  date  the  town  was  held  to  answer  fur  not  maia- 
teiniug  a  grammar-aohool  aeeordlog  to  law.  The  hw 
required  that  every  town  having  a  hundred  house- 
holders  stiiiiild  niauitain  a  !-Lhool  cajiabic  of  litting 
boys  tor  the  college.  The  nwlectmen  replied  that  they 
had  but  ninety-four  families ;  but  the  sobool  was  es« 
tablisbed. 

The  protest  of  the  Medfield  meadow  owners  against 
the  Xatick  Dam  wn.*  first  made  in  1723.  The  owner 
of  the  dam  at  that  time  was  compelled  to  remove  it 
on  sesonnt  of  its  preventing  tbe  draiosge  of  the 
mesdows. 

A  movement  for  the  divisioo  of  tbe  eonoty  of  Rof- 
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folk  wn.o  -itarted  in  1731.    The  division  did  not  take 
ptaco  till  more  thao  sixty  jean  later.  | 
Mr.  Bister**  hetlth  d«diaitig,  tlM  torn  settlecl . 
Mr.  JoMtthu  Towmend  as  his  eolleague  cavty  in  { 

1745;  but  Mr.  Baxter  dying  iu  May  of  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Townscnd  betauie  his  successor  iu  the  old 
pariah  pastorate.    A  portion  of  the  church  was  , 
diMiti^ed  witb  him,  and  there  was  much  diasenaioo 

fiw  a  long  time.  Several  inenibois  withdrew; 
eoine  united  with  a  Baptist  in  T?osif)ii  and 

commenced  boldiag  Baptist  luectiugs  in  Mcdfieid 
about  17ij2. 

There  are  do  reeordi  of  the  old  pariah  ohareh  dor-  { 
ing  the  miaiatry  of  John  Wilson.    In  1738  Mr. 
Baxter  oommeticcd  a  rr-'jultir  book  of  ri-conlfi  for  the 
church,  copying  into  it,  evidently  from  bis  private 
papers,  the  liat  of  membera  at  the  bcfpsninig  of  bis 
pastonlo,  as  wdl  as  th«  admissions  to  the  ohnreh  | 
thereafter.    This  record  was  continued  by  his  bucccs-  | 
Rors.    Mr.  TowTiHpnd  built  his  hou2»e  on  a  lot  granted  , 
him  by  the  town  opposite  the  meeting-house.    The  | 
house  was  that  long  afterwards  made  into  a  straw^ahop 
by  Walter  Janes. 

Til  curly  tiincs  it  is  said  fliat  «ihad  and  nlewivt-.s ran  i 
up  Charles  Kiver  to  their  breeding  groandjs.  About  | 
the  middle  of  the  century  complaint  was  made  that  ' 
they  were  prerented  by  the  obstonctions  in  the  nyer, 
and  this  town  took  action  in  reference  to  their  re- 
moval. Further  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  ' 
same  subject  as  late  as  1785. 

Poring  the  Frweh  and  Indian  wsr  this  town  fhr- 
nished  its  quota  of  own  to  serve  in  the  army.  In 
the  rolls  at  the  offioa  of  the  Secretary  of  State  are 
found  the  names  of  forty  fivt?  men  who  nerved  a 
longer  or  shorter  time  in  that  war.  In  1756,  when 
tike  nnfoituiMte  Acadiana  were  driven  ftwn  their 
homes  and  dispsnsd  tlirough  tlie  colonies,  sereral  of 
tb<  ni  were  quartered  upon  Medfield.  Some  of  tliem 
remained  here  until  176^.  when  the  towti  made  an 
appropriation  "  to  enable  the  French  neutrals  to  re- 
torn  to  Oanada." 

Three  new  aeboo1*boiisas  wete  bnilt  in  the  town 
aboi!'  17'"*' 

The  Eevolationary  Spirit. — MedBeld  entered 
most  heartily  into  the  struggle  for  maintMning  the 
rights  of  the  peopio  against  the  olsims  of  theorown, 

and  daring  the  Revolutionary  period  we  discover 
many  indicuiiuu.'t  uf  a  spirit  that  would  hardly  have  ' 
been  expt^cted  ol'  our  quiet,  steady-going  citizens. 
After  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  1765,  Selh 
darlc,  the  representative,  raoeived  very  pointed  in-  | 
stnii-tions.    Referring  to  the  lii\'alty  of  nnr  people,  i 
and  their  efforts  to  maiotain  the  dignity  of  his  i 


Majesty's  arm'',  they  protest  that  they  have  received 
a  most  uokiod  retarn,  and  ezpreaa  the  hope  that  the 
rsmonsliraMei  that  weiv  aboat  to  be  wmda  ««dd 
bring  redress.  At  the  same  time,  the  reprsaantstiTO 
is  ioatmctcd  that  he  is  by  no  means  to  express  an  ac- 
quiescence, or  even  a  willing  submission  to  the  acts  of 
Parliament.  The  instructions  close  with  these  words: 

Honor  the  Icing,  but  save  the  country." 

It  wss  voted  that  these  instructions  be  pot  on  file 
•'  as  a  mcnioriul  to  acre?  vet  uiiVjorii  of  the  present  gen- 
eration's higli  sense  of  tbe  importance  of  our  nataial 
and  charter  liberties." 

In  1767,  resolutions  wwo  adopted  disoottDtenandag 
the  use  of  imported  articles,  espedally  artiotea  of 
lu.Triry.  and  recommending  the  cnoouragcment  of  onr 
own'  manufacturers.  Id  addition,  the  representauve 
was  uiged  to  omitribnte  bia  part  to  tbe  **  eotirs  abo- 
lition of  that  standing  reproseb  to  tbe  nations  of 
Christendom, — the  slave  trade." 

Rev.  Mr.  Townsend  resigned  his  pastorate  in  17<'>!', 
and  was  suooeeded,  two  years  later,  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Prentim  as  pastor  of  the  old  parish  ehnroh. 

The  town  voted,  in  1770,  that  they  ^ai^ndaad 
agree  to,  and  will  conform  their  conduct  ngrceable  to 
the  non  importation  ajrreement  entered  into  by  the 
truly  patriotic  merchaut«  of  Boston,  so  far  as  it  may 
Mlate  to  themselves.**  In  1773  voted  that  « tbe 
representative  of  this  town  be  and  hereby  is  instmcted 
to  use  his  best  endeavors  in  tbe  Qeneral  As^eoiblr  to 
have  the  full  exercise  of  our  just  and  ioYalaable  rights 
and  liberties  restored,  aeeufed,  sod  esiabKsbed  on  a 
just  and  eonstitntional  foundation ;  also  that  be  nee 
his  utmost  influenea  to  have  a  final  period  put  to  that 
most  cruel,  inhuman,  and  nnohristaan  praotioe,  the 
slave  trade." 

In  1774,  tbe  town  voted  eomplianoe  witb  tbe  egrse* 
ment  and  resolves  adopted  by  the  Continental  Ooo* 

jrres'^  which  met  at  Pblladelpliia  in  October;  al?o 
voted  tliat  those  resolution.s  be  entered  on  the  Mt^- 
lield  reoordfi.  One  hundred  and  tiily-three  Medfield 
man  signed  tbeir  names  as  pertonsHy  oomplying  wiA 
and  indoieing  tboee  resolutions.  The  list  embrscaa, 
with  sesreely  an  exception,  tbe  entire  voting  popnla^ 
tioo. 

In  aoeordanoe  with  one  of  the  resolves,  a  oomnittse 
of  seven  was  appointed  to  observe  the  eondnet  of  mtm 

toward  the  measures  of  Oongress,  and  to  publish  the 
names  of  all  such  as  were  fimnd  hoetileto  the  intereats 
of  American  liberty. 

During  tbe  eieklng  times  of  1774-75,  towo-oeet- 
ing^  were  held  by  adyonmmeot  from  week  to  week. 
A  committee  of  five  vms  chosen  a?  a  comaitttee  of 
oorre^ndeooe.   Ooe-fourth  of  the  able4)odied  men 
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were  eoroDt^d  &s  minute-men,  and  put  under  drill,  to 
be  compensated  for  their  time  by  tbe  tovn,'— 4bat  is, 
for  three  haif-dajs  a  week. 

By  tbe  rolb  at  the  State^Houe  we  leeni  thsfc  at 
die  LttbgtOD  alam,  Gapt.  Sabtn  Mann  and  his  com- 
panvof  twenty-seven  minute-men  marched  fnini  Med- 
fieid,  April  19,  aud  were  iu  service  twelve  days.  Be- 
aides  these,  another  company  of  fil\y-four  offi(»rs  and 


which  time  the  popalatwm  of  Hedfldd  waa  aeren  huii> 

dred  anr]  thirty-one. 

A  New  Coimty. — The  agitation  which  had  com- 
neDoed  mare  than  half  a  eaataiy  before,  aad  ia  whidi 
this  town  bad  taken  moab  intenat,  as  ia  ibown  bj  Ae 

action  taken  in  town-meetings  at  vnrions  times,  ra- 
sahcd  in  the  formation  of  Norfolk  County  iu  1793. 
It  waa  proposed  at  ooe  time,  it  is  said,  to  make  Med- 


marebed  at  the  aame  linie,  though  their  aanriaea  fidd  tbe  abire-town ;  but  aome  of  our  prodeot  towna- 
were  not  oo  that  occasion  retained.    In  all,  eighty-two  >  men  objected,  on  the  gnmod  that  tbe  ptaotioe  of  visit* 


men  firoB  Hedfleld  took  tbe  field  at  tbe  Lexington  j  ing  the  court-room  dnrin;;  the  trial  of  c»?e<i  wniild  be 
alarm.  |  prejudicial  to  habits  of  industry  in  tbe  citizens. 

When  the  Bmker  HiD  ahm  eame,  Capt.  Cheneiy  The  kat  elbrt  to  levy  niinifearial  taxea  vpoa  all 
named  for  Ae  aeene  of  aotion ;  and  thon^  he  with  tbe  iiriiabitaiita,  inespeoitTe  of  reUpona  belief,  waa 


his  men  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  pert  In  that 
battle,  they  served  in  the  sh'^c  of  Boston. 

Id  the  iostructioDS  voted  to  the  representative  in 
1776  ia  the  followiog:  <*  Whereaa,  the  King,  Lorda, 
and  Cotumons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  it^em- 
bled,  have  declared  tlieir  right  to  bind  us  iu  all  cases 
whatsoever.  We,  therefore,  if  the  (jougress  declare 
tbe  coloniee  independent  of  Great  Britain,  will  sup- 
port aaid  dadaiation  with  oor  Uvea  and  fortoaaa." 

Aa  the  atrogg^  of  those  seven  yean  of  war  went 
on,  the  citiiena  of  this  town  bore  their  part  with 
fiddity.  They  were  constantly  called  upon  to  furnish 
men,  material,  and  proviaiona  for  the  amy.  Fram 
fint  to  kat,  ooe  Imndnd  and  flifty-fonr  mea  an  known 
to  have  been  in  the  Revolutionary  service,  of  whom 
forty-iwo  were  in  the  Continental  army. 

The  first  publio  library  lu  ibis  town  was  opened  in 
1786|  it  waa  eaUad  the  "Medftdd  Soeial  Library,' 
and  was  owned  in  ahaiea  of  four  dolUrs  each.    It  ia 
mid  to  have  cfntnin-'d  about  seven  hundred  volumei;. 

Tbe  pariah  mectiug-house  of  170G  was  replaced  by 
a  new  one,  on  the  same  spot,  in  1789.    The  principal 


made  iu  17d4.  Ebenezer  Clark  was  arrested  for  non- 
payment and  comTnlttcd  to  jail.  The  town  authori- 
ties discovered  soon  af\er  that  they  had  been  over- 
baaty  in  the  matter,  and  went  to  BoMon  ftr  the  puifo 
pose  of  having  hiui  released  at  once.  Mr.  Clark,  how- 
ever, brought  suit  for  dampen,  and  tbe  d^bnae  ooat 
tbe  town  sixty  dollars. 

The  first  guide-boarda  in  thia  town  were  erected  in 
1795.  They  were  Ave  in  nomber,  and  placed  at  the 
corners  of  the  principal  thorou^^forea. 

At  thi.s  period  it  was  Customary  to  tax  men  for  any 
special  skill  or  faculties  they  puiiseB^ed,  either  profea- 
aionai  or  mecbanioal.  Twenty-eight  men  of  this  town 
in  one  year  paid  a  **  fimnlty  tax.'*  Doeton  bad  to 
pay  fifteen  dol1ar<<,  then  came  employers,  master 
mechanics,  and  variouM  craftsmen,  ineluding  black- 
smiths, who  gave  evidence  of  the  value  uf  their  skill 
by  the  payment  of  five  doBan. 

About  1798  a  weekly  meeting  for  reading  and 
conversation  wa.s  held.  It  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of 
political  lyceuui.  Ccrtitin  books  on  political  subjects, 
approved  by  the  society,  weie  read  aloud,  questions 


part  of  that  boildiog,  with  many  ehangaa,  ia  atill  atand*  aaked,  and  eonvemation  had  on  the  toploi  prasentad. 
iog,  and  is  tDoloded  in  tlte  pvaaent  Unitarian  honae  of ;  Otfaer  aubjeeta  might  be  introduced  after  the 

worship. 

Until  tbe  year  1789,  from  tbe  aeiUemeot  of  the 
town,  Hedfidd  had  aent  its  own  iqneaentativea.  But 
ia  that  year  Dover  and  Hedfield  were  united  in  a 

representative  district,  and  so  continued  for  forty- 
seven  years'.  With  very  few  exceptions,  however,  the 
represeoutives  ohoseo  during  that  period  were  Med- 
fidd  men. 

A  very  earnest  petition  was  sent  in  ftooi  thia  town 
to  tbe  General  Court  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  strin- 
gent law  for  the  apprehension  of  thieves.  The  reasons 
fpven  were  that  after  tbe  disbanding  of  the  army  the 
mrasby  waa  overrun  with  vagranta  and  thievaa,  bum 
whom  this  town  had  softved  aaueh. 

The  ftnt  national  oenaua  waa  takaa  in  1790,  at 


at  the  discretion  of  the  presiding  officer. 

At  tbts  period,  also,  there  was  much  interest  on  the 
part  of  our  eitiaena  in  pbnting  tnaa  by  the  roodaidaa. 
Many  of  tbe  fine  trees  by  tbe  public  bighwaya  in 

various  quarters  of  the  town  were  planted  during  the 
succeeding  years  as  a  result  of  this  laudable  enthn- 
siaam.  Tbe  streets  of  our  town  uwc  very  much  of 
their  aommer  beauty  to  theae  early  eiRwta  in  ttae> 
planting. 

The  .schools  had  been  established  in  the  different 
parts  ot  the  tuwu  for  many  years,  but  the  district 
system  was  adopted,  and  tbe  district  lines  drawn,  in 
the  year  1800.  They  eoatanaed  the  aame  tiB  the 
abolition  of  the  diatriot  ayatam  aiitj-nine  yeara  after- 
warda. 
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The  straw  maDufacture,  which  lias  since  irrown  to 
tiiHiH'iiiie  proportions,  and  has  been  for  manj  jears  the 
principal  nwnnftoturiDg  induatiy  of  the  town,  was 
ooniDeDOBd  io  a  small  way  by  JobaMm  MtMm  and 
George  Ellis  about  the  year  1801.  They  kept  a 
common  ronntry  stum  on  North  Strnrt,  opposite  the 
head  of  I  Struct.  Kjre  straw  waa  cut  in  a  green 
atate,  pr.-pured  by  scaldiof;  and  bleaching,  and 
braided  in  Fainiljes.  The  children's  labor  was  largely 
utilized,  and  many  of  our  oKltr  jieople  have  fxrievnns 
recollections  of  the  ]on;i  weary  houris  lliey  spent,  day 
after  day,  in  braiding  straw  when  they  wcro  children. 
Tbia  braid  waa  |nirdtaaed  by  Maaon  ft  Ellis  Mid  paid 
finr  in  goods  from  their  store,  put  out  to  be  trimmed 
and  pressfd  by  other  families,  atnl  yet  a^ain  to  be 
sowed  into  bonnet^j  by  those  who  had  the  requisite 
skilL  The  bonnets  were  sold  in  Boston  and  New 
York.  After  tbe  deatb  of  QeoiRs  Ellis,  Col.  Haaon 
oontiniied  the  straw  basiocss,  and  f>cvcral  years  after- 
ward received  a  premium  for  straw  hoimets  manu- 
factured by  iiim  from  the  jMassacbusetts  Agricul- 
tnnl  Society. 

The  TnnpdkM  and  Post-office. — The  Boston  and 
Hartford  Turnpike  was  built  in  180G  ;  it  was  the 
property  of  stockholders,  who,  though  supposing  it 
a  paying  enterprise  at  lirst,  realised  very  little  from 
it.  A  line  of  ooaebes  was  ran  tbnmgb  tbe  town  fbr 
tbe  next  thirty  years.  Toll-gates  were  erected  at 
several  jjoitits  ulnriL'  the  way  ;  those  who  traveled  h\ 
private  conveyance  were  cumpeiled  to  take  the  old 
road  or  pay  toll  fvr  tnyeling  on  the  tnni|nke.  The 
following  year  a  post^olBos  was  established  hen,  and 
was  kept  at  the  store  on  the  comer  of  North  Street. 
Prior  to  this  time  citii!<*n8  of  Modfield  went  for  their 
mails  to  Dcdham  or  Medway. 

The  business  of  bnisb*inaking,  an  industry  new  to 
this  part  of  the  country,  was  started  by  Artemas 
Woodward  about  18(18,  in  a  shup  near  where  the 
orthodox  parsonage  now  staitdis,  and  where  he  had 
previously  carried  on  cabinet-making.  Several  other 
persons,  among  whom  were  John  W.  Adanos,  John 
Harmstad,  and  George  M.  Smith,  subsequently 
enpnue  l  in  ihc  i*nmi'  business,  which  continaed  to  be 
carried  on  in  this  town  for  many  years. 

Several  pabUo-honasB  had  been  in  differnit 
parts  of  the  town  for  «  long  time.  One  waa  on 
North  Street  opposite  the  head  of  Dale  Street,  oom- 
ineneeJ  hy  Samuf!  Sadey  .irnl  emit inued  by  others; 
another  was  kcpi  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  by 
Stbin  Mann,  at  the  phoe  now  owned  by  W.  R. 
Saith ;  soother  was  started  by  Seth  Clark,  eootinned 
by  his  son,  rind  by  Partridge  Holbrouk.  and  was  at 
the  place  now  owned  by  bein  of  Warren  Uartshom, 


on  Main  Street ;  and  still  another,  for  a  few  years,  W99 
kept  by  Moses  Bieluudaon  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town,  at  the  plaon  now  owned  by  Hr.  Bosaey.  In 
1810,  Dand  Faiibanks,  who  wss  for  several  years 

the  prominent  business  roan  of  Medfield,  built  the 
tavern  whieh  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pre.-cnt  town 
hall,  and  winch  was  for  half  a  century  the  only  pab- 
lic-hoose.  FftiHlMnks  also  earried  on  a  store  «t  tbs 
corner  of  Main  snd  North  Streets,  and  did  a  Isige 
business  besides  in  manufacturing  straw  bonnets. 

The  old  gchool-hou<ie8,  built  about  17G0,  proving 
DOW  iuadeijuatv,  were  replaced  by  new  ones.  The 
north  and  south  districts  hsd  bseo  provided  with 
suitable  buildings  about  1803,  and  a  new  house  was 
buih  for  tiie  centre  district  in  1810.  "  Af  >'J.  my 
ilail"  was  added  to  it  as  a  second  story,  and  was 
owned  by  •  company  who  maintuned  a  askot  ndiool 
in  it  for  some  dosen  years  or  smnw^ 

The  manufacture  of  cut  nails  was  commenced  about 
1813,  and  continued  .several  years.  The  nail-factory 
was  on  tbe  stream  a  little  way  below  the  stone  mill 
which  stands  on  the  Dsdhsn  toad. 

Rev.  Dr.  Prentiss  died  in  1814,  and  the  following 
year  he  wa.s  suceceded  in  the  pastorate  of  the  sM 
parish  ehureh  by  Dr.  Daniel  C.  Sanders. 

Town  and  parish  afiairs  were  separated  in  1815. 
Up  to  this  date  Cnm  the  settlement  of  the  plaoe  all 
matters  eoniieoted  with  the  parish,  the  miniateir,  and 
the  meetioL'-honw  were  settled  by  vote  in  town-meet- 
ing. The  First  Congregational  parish  was  at  this 
time  incorporated  as  a  religious  society  under  tbe 
laws  of  the  Stsla. 

Tbe  first  sttempt,  so  far  as  known,  to  ooHa  t  thi- 
leading  facts  in  early  Medfield  history  was  made  by 
Dr.  Daniel  C-  Sanders,  in  his  well-known  historical 
sermon,  in  1817. 

A  Snnday-sohool  wss  started  io  1818  by  dtiMBi 
of  Medfield,  irr«!peelive  (tf  church  affiliationp;  and  it 
was  held  at  tlie  centre  sehool  hotlfse.  It  cmtinued  \u 
thai  ibrm  but  one  year,  ailer  which  each  church  car- 
ried on  a  school  of  Its  own. 

Freemasons. — Cassia  Lodge"  of  Freemasons 
was  instituted  in  1823,  and  had  an  existence  of 
twenty-two  years.  "Academy  Hall"  was  purcha^ 
snd  fitted  up  as  a  lodge-room.  The  ball  was  sfW^ 
wards  sold  to  the  town  for  sdiod  pvrposaa. 

The  second  town  library  was  started  in  1828.  Il 
was  owned  by  stockholders,  and  contained  about  a 
thousand  volumes.  In  tbe  wme  year,  Eliakim  Morse 
commenced  pandiasing  domestio  straw  and  maanlho- 
tnring  It,  a  business  in  which  he  oontianed  for  aevaril 
years. 

The  town  purohssed  a  farm  for  tbe  use  of  the  poor 
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in  1837.  Up  to  this  time  paupers  were  put  up  at 
public  auction,  and  struck  off  to  the  lowest  bidder  for 
tboir  support.  The  town  farm  was  paid  fur  io  part 
by  the  town's  proportion  (seTenteen  hundred  and 
aisty-three  dollars)  of  the  forty  miUione  divided 
amontr  the  States  hy  the  petiLml  jj;ovcrnraeTit. 

The  same  year  the  Boston  and  Hartford  turnpike 
ifts  laiii  out  ua  u  county  way  by  the  commisaioDcnt. 

In  1838,  Henrj  Pkrtridge,  of  Sberboni,  bought 
the  old  nail-factory  property  in  the  eaft  pelt  ef  the 
town,  and  cuiiiiiieiKcJ  the  inaDufapture  of  hay-  anJ 
manure  forks  and  similar  goods,  which  had  a  wide 
reputation  fiir  eieeHeince.  He  ccntinned  the  barfnen 
for  Bone  fifteen  yeeie.  In  18B6  he,  with  othen, 
fbnned  a  company  for  the  same  line  of  manufactures, 
and  the  stone  mil!  on  the  Dedharu  road  was  bnilt, 
where  the  bm)ine«8  was  carried  on  till  the  company 
dimolved. 

The  old  eemetery,  which  was  originally  laid  out 
when  the  town  was  settled,  and  which  hud  lieeii  pe- 
riodically cleared  of  trees  and  bushes,  vim  in  1843 
enlarged  by  an  addition  of  land  on  the  north  and 
eoiL  The  feoed  wall  neit  the  Mreet  waa  built,  the 
driveways  and  paths  were  made,  loti  laid  out,  and  a 
large  number  of  trees  fjlanted. 

The  school  in  the  centre  having  bm>me  i|uite  large, 
and  a  better  aystem  of  grading  being  de«ired,  as  well 
as  more  aoitable  aeooainiodations  being  needed,  in 
1814  the  Haaonie  Hall  was  purchaaed,and  the  entire 
buiidin<r  w;is  repaired  and  fitted  up  a<«  a  two-room 
school- houfe.  li  reuiaioed  at  the  eame  place  where 
the  eentre  acheoKhouae  had  atood  froai  the  firat,  <»i 
Norih  Street,  near  the  comer  of  what  ie  now  called 

Janes  Avrnne. 

A  ftraw-Hliop  was  Imill  in  I  S  I.")  l)y  Warren  Chen- 
ery,  who  bad  transacted  butiiness  in  a  .tuiall  way  for 
aaTonl  yean  preriouly ;  and  fhim  this  date  may  be 
leekoned  the  nxHiern  development  of  that  branch  of 
manufactarcs  in  tlie  tnwn.  The  business  rondueted 
by  Mr.  Chenery  waa  a  branch  of  thfi  Foxboro'  Straw  i 
Worlu,  and  the  building  proving  iiiade<|uat«  to  his 
wants,  five  yean  afterwarda  it  waa  enlaijiied  to  doable 
its  original  size.  Warren  Clienery  &  Son  carried  oo 
the  manufacture  tlu  re  till  1857,  when  the  large  three- 
story  building  was  erected,  which  was  burned  in  » 
1879. 

The  old  brick  acbeol-honae  in  the  north  diatriet  waa 

removed,  and  the  prcf^nt  building,  corner  of  North 
and  SchfK)!  Streets,  was  erected  in  1849. 

From  early  times,  and  especially  from  the  times  of 
the  Bevolation,  the  State  milithi,  wbieh  inelnded  all  | 
able-bodied  men  between  eighteen  and  forty  five,  kept 
np  n  Tigotooa  exiateooe  till  about  1830.   After  that ' 


time  the  interest  in  it  declined,  till  the  trainings  and 
tuu.'t.  T*,  which  had  been  oeea<!ionsof  crrat  etithusi- 
I  asm,  became  a  mere  farce.    Many  towmi  then  formed 
I  what  were  termed    independent  eowpnntea,"  eou« 
;  posed  of  those  who  had  a  taste  for  military  affiurB. 

This  town  boapled  such  a  compnny  from  18^9  to 
,  1847.  It  was  of  efficient  character  and  nf  c*ousider- 
I  able  local  note.  Among  its  oomiuaiidiitg  officers  were 
I  F.  D.  Bllis,  base  Fialce,  Meaes  H.  Johnann,  John 

Battelle,  and  AmOO  W.  Shumwuy. 

Tilt!  voters  were  very  tnucli  excited  over  the  deetioo 
of  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1850. 
After  aevent  halJoUng!',  Jouthan  P*  Biahop,  Esq., 
was  chosen.   He  took  part  in  the  long  atraggle  that 
^  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Charles  Sumner  to  the 
I  United  States  Senate,  voting  pfltaiatently  for  the  sne- 
cenful  caodidate. 
Serenl  eitiaone  formed  a  company,  in  1861,  for  the 
j  purpose  of  introducing  the  boot  and  alioemannfaoture. 
I  The  qtiality  uftlie  i^mnh  uianufactured  wa.«  excellent, 
I  but  the  busine&H  wa.s  not  8ueec«.sful  enough  fioaucislly 
to  warrant  its  long  continuance. 

A  Honnemao  fire^gine  waa  pnrehaaad  in  1853, 
at  a  coat  of  aix  hundred  dollarri.  A  little  afterwaida 
an  engine-hou.se  built  on  North  Street,  and  an 
engine  ooiupany  was  formed. 

In  the  aano  year-  Walter  Janes  oommenoed  the 
manufirature  of  atraw-gooda  in  the  old  Townaend 
houBc,  which  stood  on  North  Street,  nearly  oppoaite 
the  TTnitnriat)  Church. 
I     A  new  Hchool-house  for  the  south  district  was  built 
j  in  1855;  it  atood  a  few  rods  aoatb  of  the  original  site, 
j    The  straw-manufacturing  firm  of  Janes  &  Curtis 
commenced  business  in  1858;  the  old  shop  of  Mr, 
Janes  was  enlarged  to  nxire  tlian  dnuhle  it?  former 
size.    This  business  arruugemcnt  continued  till  the 
death  of  Mr.  Janes. 

TVie  nianunicture  of  carriages  had  been  enmmenecd 
hy  .Iac(»h  11.  CushmnTi  about  lR'>r).  For  nome  time 
ho  did  ail  the  work  with  his  own  hand.s  ;  but  enlanr- 
iug  gradually,  he  employed  several  workmen  iu  the 
different  departments  of  the  bnainem.  In  1852  the 
copartnership  of  Cushman  &  Baker  was  formed,  and 
five  years  later  they  [  urch.ised  the  mill  privilege  on 
Frairy  Street,  and  erected  a  factory  there  with  oUier 
buildings.  The  factory  waa  burned  in  1868  but  im- 
mediately  rebuilt.  BosineBa  waa  continued  under  the 
same  firm-name  until  the  retirement  of  the  senior 
partner,  since  which  it  hm  been  cnnducted  bv  .1.  H. 
Baker  &  Co.  The  work  of  this  firm  has  always  had 
a  high  reputation  for  tbeiroughneflB  and  general  es« 
cellence. 

The  old  aohooUhovaa  in  tlie  centre  diatriet  wu  aold 
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and  fitted  up  for  store  purpows  on  the  comer  of 
South  Street,  aud  a  new  buildiug  erected  for  the 
aehoolfl  oo  Fleamnt  Street  at  >  cost  of  about  ftre  thon* 
sand  dollars,  wbkh  ii  tbe  bnildiog  at  preaeDt  ooen-  , 
pied  a»  a  sflioni  honsc. 

Various  projects  for  a  railrriai]  tlirtmgh  thia  towu 
bad  beeo  proponed  during  the  preoudiug  tweotjyeara,  i 
but  ib«  fint  tdlraiit  eooMnuoiotifcMM  wan  vptmti  in 
1861|  when  tbe  Cbailea  Riyer  Railroad,  as  it  was 
then  calltd,  was  so  far  completed  aa  to  allow  trains  to 
run  as  far  as  the  atatiou  to  the  north  part  of  Med- 
fioM.  [ 

Hm  War  of  tlie  RebaUiOA.— Medfield  took  an  j 

active  part  in  the  civil  strife  of  1861-65.  The  first 
volunteer.  Alien  A.  Ki^i^^•burJ,  started  at  daybreak 
on  the  luuruiug  after  tiie  news  of  the  attack  upon  our 
■oldien  ia  Raltimore.  He  enluted  ftwm  Cbdaea,  aod  | 
waa  killed  at  Yorktown,  April  2G,  1862.  The  fol- 
lowiog  noea  edited  from  tbis  tova  doriog  the  war : 


The  followiiii:  are  the   naiiieH  of  those  Medfitld 

suldiers  who  lost  their  lives  iu  the  uruiy : 


Caleb  Uoward. 
Allen  A.  King^fbiirr. 

Jii>iiMi?i  Iljirdy. 
Willurd  H.  Uolbrook. 
Wniian  Vuaoa. 

Oubriel  Strtiig. 
ElcAjter  Johnson. 


Joba  A.  Btraac. 
■ofeae  Sumt. 

John  B.  Cb*-iif  r\ , 
OmiM  MeMahon. 
Wraak  K.  Mona. 

Curtis  W.  .It.niH. 
Williaiii  Diiili'/. 


.\lexaiider  Cameroa. 
Laeiaa  W.  Allaa. 
Vmj  Oreanteaf. 

Qeor>,'i-  0.  >fi'tciUf. 
Utcar  B.  Bustcj. 
Oaarga  V.  Haat. 
r.AniKM  R.  Ellii. 
Jobo  Prwjlor. 
Gabriel  Strang. 
David  Maaajr. 
Jobn  D.  Cbaaerjr. 
WillarJ  R.  Holbrook. 
Joseph  LagnaU. 
Tfaaddana  H.  Tni««r. 
EilntiH  f.  Spwiill. 
Uaorgv  ii.  liulUnl. 
Joiapli  Clark. 
Qaovfa  H.  Shuaiway. 
Wintoa  B.  BttHafd. 

Qaorge  11.  WigbU 
AlbartS.  Altaa. 
Curtis  W.  JoDM. 
Cbarle*  S.  Snuw. 
Frank  E.  Mori«. 
Bliakim  Morve,  Jr. 
Aiahel  P.  Clark. 
Nathao  F.  Hartling. 
B>  K.  Uamaiawaj. 
Eleaaar  Jobaaoa. 

John  H.  ViuUir. 
W'lX'un  Cooper, 


Caleb  Howard. 
Levla  Qouldiag. 
Join  A.  Stnaif. 

J<j»c|ih  II.  M..rsf. 

Tbotnaa  £.  Hunt. 
Bagaaa  Sanaar. 

J"«p[ih  Hardy. 
Cjrrus  D.  Slraug. 

JaaN*  Griffin. 
Bbaaaaar  a.  Baboaek. 
Mfeliael  Orlfla. 

I)aniil  Mc^fikhon. 
Williaui  Veanon. 
Lawia  H.  Tarnar. 
Frank  Rbottci'. 
Ueorgc  E.  Clark. 
{]c«rgc  A.  Morae. 
Joaaph  SUnJiiian. 
Bdaiund  L.  Chenery. 
Ilenry  Fiske. 
Jooatbaa  Q.  Wigbt. 
Martin  Batlay»  Jr. 
James  Ord. 
John  F.  Harrey. 
John  0.  HuUon. 
Fuller  M.  Babeoak. 
George  Miller. 
Newell  "l".  Hunt. 
8ia}>haa  U.  Itarij. 
Lowell  J.  Samthlaa)!. 
Joba  Ofd^  Jr. 


Besides  these,  several  men  were  procured  an  pubsti- 
tutes,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  it  was  foand  that 
Uedfield  had  aent  eighty- two  men  bto  the  country's 
MTvioe,  aod  bad  paid,  on  ■eooant  of  (be  war, 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy -one  dollars,  which, 
added  to  the  atuount  paid  by  individoala,  made  a  total 
of  about  t«n  thousand  doUara. 


The  .school  J ij4trict  system  waa  abolished  in  1>^G?. 
and  the  care  of  the  schools  thenoefortb  devolved  upon 
the  aebool  eoDiaittee  of  tbe  (owo. 

A  new  railroad  from  Franiiogban  to  Maoafidd  waa 
laid  out  and  built  through  the  town,  and  tiain  OOB- 
meneed  niniiinj^  upon  it  early  in  1970. 

The  Straw*Works.- -During  the  same  year  the 
copattneMbip  of  D.  D.  Curtia  A  Oo.  waa  fbnned.  Ae 
manufacture  of  straw  gooda  Was  carried  on  in  tbe 
builJitijis  hitherto  orcnpied  by  Jane."  <t  Curtis,  until 
the  fire  uf  six  years  later,  when  they  were  destroyed. 
DitriDg  this  period  maabjiMwy  waa  introduoed  to  a  ooa> 
aidmble  extent.  The  pramt  aaiple  baiUbg  waa 
ereeted  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  the  proprietors  far- 
nished  it  with  the  moat  approved  appKanoes  in  the 
way  of  maobioery,  etc  The  capacity  of  the  factory 
affbuda  mow  for  aiz  btuidrad  operatiTea  witbin  its 
walk,  and  AimisheB  auplojmaot  for  fbiir  bandied 
more  outside.  Forty  thou-uind  ca-ses  of  j.roods,  of  the 
value  of  more  thao  a  miltioo  dollara,  are  tamed  out 
in  a  year. 

ClMliiary  BaSL—Bj  tbe  will  of  Geoiga  W.  Cbenny, 

a  bequest  was  made  to  Ae  town  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
be  u.-ied  in  building  a  town  hall.  The  tmuteeaof  that 
fund  allowed  it  to  accumulate  for  several  years,  till, 
with  tbe  aoenmalatioo  and  some  appropriation  by  the 
town,  a  aoitaUe  baiUing  aoold  bo  evaetad.  Tbe  eld 
tavern  site  in  tbe  eentn  of  the  village  was  pwrabiMd, 
t<^ether  with  some  adjoining  land,  on  which  the  town 
hall  was  built  in  1872.  In  it  a  room  was  fitted  up  at 
a  publie  library,  a«l  by  bequeata  from  Deaeou  Geeigt 
CummiogB,  and  the  generous  aid  of  other  eiUiena,  a 
good  library  was  f<ecQred,  which  was  tbiown  open  tO 
the  public  the  following  j-priiig. 

J.  11.  (rould,  afterwards  Gould  it  Slevetis,  ouui- 
meneed  bqaineM,  in  1872,  aa  dealeia  in  gadn,  it  tbe 
Chenory  Milla  in  tlie  east  part  of  the  town.  Three 
years  later  the  stcain-mill  on  Park  Street  wi  -  l  ui'r  1  , 
D.  D.  Curtis,  when  Gould  &  Stevens  removed  their 
boaioeH  tbitber.  Tbe  firm,  aince  Gould  &  Co.,  has 
dafaloped  a  laiga  wbokeala  aa  well  aa  ntui  tiada  ia 
flour,  grain,  oaal,  and  feed,  as  well  as  in  ooal.  Their 
business  ia  among  the  laxgeai  in  tbia  line  in  tbe 
county. 


I 
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Id  1873,  Messre.  Clurk  k  Marshall  built  a  factory 

on  Frairy  Street  for  tlu-  niiinut'acturc  of  bnnnot-wtre, 
where  thej  have  diiicv  earricU  uu  a  ttuucettetful  huni- 


On  the  8th  of  January,  1874,  the  new  town  hall  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire,  with  the  exceptioti  of  the 
tower,  some  jportioQ  of  which  remained ;  among  the 
ooDteots  deatTOfod  nm  the  paUie  Ubniy,  the  fira* 
eagine  tod  eppentve,  together  with  the  hcene,  which 
was  kept  in  the  basement ;  also  a  portion  of  the  town 
books  and  records.  The  safe  wntaining  a!!  the  most 
valiuible  records  was  kept,  by  the  heroic  exertions  of  a 
few  of  oar  leediag  dtiMUr  IWhd  lUKog  into  the  odlar, 
where  iti  eonCente  nraet  ieeviteUj  have  beea  de- 
stroyed. 

Iiiiuicdi;ite  stej'8  were  taken  for  rebuildiiiu' luill, 
which  was  aooompliahed  during  the  year ;  uud  the 
new  haH,  though  la  aone  nspeola  aaequal  to  the  fint, 
ie  bdiered  oa  the  whcde  to  be  more  ooaveaieat  aad 
available  for  town  niw?.  The  library  was  replaced  by 
gifts  from  Beacon  Cammings,  John  J.  Adams,  and 
aiany  others ;  aod  at  his  d^h,  Deacon  Cummings  left 
one  thooMNid  doUua  to  the  puUie  libiarj,  the  iaooaie 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  yearly  for  its  benefit. 

The  rate  of  taxation  in  1874  was  the  highest  ever 
reached  io  this  town, — fifteen  dollars  oo  one  thousand. 

The  hnmiteaaial  aaaiveneij  <ii  the  banuog  of 
Mcdlidd  by  the  ladtaai  was  ohawved  ia  1876  with  ap- 
propriatc  excTcises.  Addresses  were  dcIiTcred  by  Rev.  ■ 
C.  C.  Sewall,  Hon.  R,  R.  Bisbnp,  and  others,  aod  a  ! 
poem  was  read  by  its  author,  JatneH  Uewimi,  Em].  | 
The  ezereites  of  that  oeoaaioa  haw  pioTed  the  awaos  i 
of  awakeaiog  a  lively  iaterest  ia  the  sabjeot  of  our  toes]  ! 
history. 

In  1H77  a  hook-and-ladder  truck,  with  apparatui>, 
was  purchased  by  the  towa  aad  a  company  was  formed.  { 

Duriag  1878-79  the  records  of  the  towa  were  | 
OOpicd,  arranged,  and  rebound.    It  is  safe  tu  say  that  j 
no  town  in  the  county  has  lt«  records  in  better  ooa> 
dition  than  this. 

Population  of  the  toWB|  aeeordiag  to  the  oeosaa  of 
1880,  was  1365 ;  aumber  of  polls,  375 ;  nnmber  of 
men  liable  to  do  military  duty,  200  ;  number  of  dwell- 
in^-honscs,  27fi ;  horses,  212  ,  cows,  tl!)  ;  nmount 
of  school  fund,  $.i760  ;  valuaiiuu  of  real  estate,  {f770,' 
559}  valnatioo  of  penonal  estate,  9294,291 :  total 
valnatioii,  $1,064,850. 


IbguiM  Ibarttoa,  lOM. 
IMward  Adsmi,  m9,  169S, 
1702. 

Jobs  Harding,  im,  1A92-93, 

1695,  irai. 

RonjiiiiiUi  Cliirk,  1693,  1«91). 
Tliuiijiia  Dudley,  1694. 
Jufvpli  Clark,  1696. 
Sanaei  Barbar,  1S98.  17Q0, 

I7«8, 1712-1S. 
JubaMotoair,  1704,  1705. 
Urary  Adanu,  170«,  170»-U, 

ITir.lTIS,  ITlI-24,  im. 
Saniuel  Mr'r?c,  I  TOT. 
f>amucl  Smith,  1114. 
Joii»th*ii  Baydra, 
John  Fi(b«r,  in«,  17M. 
John  AdftOU,  17t8. 
Solomou  Clurk,  I7'.'5. 
Q«ors«  Ikurbtr,  1726,  IIU, 

im,  1787. 
Joibua  Hone,  IJtJ,  1732-S3, 

179^  1744. 
Bb«WMw]l«Ma,im. 
JoMph  Plimpton,  1T31. 
Jonathan  Ptiiiipton,  1738-40. 
John  Dwi^Ut,  1741-42. 
SMDael  Hon*,  1747-48,  17W- 

67, 1T7I-78. 
Siith  Clark,  1749.  1763-65. 
Kphraim  Cbraerjr,  1751,  17»3, 

176S-&9. 
Pelcr  CoolcdR*,  17o.t,  1747, 

1758.  1760,  1761. 


SiBOD  PlimptoD,  1764. 
BlIaktB  Horw,  17«3, 
Mo»ei  Bullan,  19W,  1770,  ITti, 
1774. 

DmM  PMty,  irrs,  1777, 1779, 

17S0,  17.H1,  17S5. 
Oliver  Klli«,  17KI,  I7S2,  17^9- 
92. 

Jobo  BBZt«r,Jr.,  17»<3,  1787, 
I7SS,  17«4-»7,  1798,  1860-4. 

Ei«kiel  Pliinptoti.  1 7  ".^. 

Epbraiu  Cb«a«rjr,  1S06-7. 

Aogoikoa  Pllnptmi,  1808. 

Johoaon  Ma«ni,IBO0-tl,  1S21, 
1843. 

Dtuilel  Adauif,  1812,  lsI3, 
lSt4, 1818, 1817, 1819, 1820, 
1841. 

Williua  FUl,  1833, 18S4,  lSSt> 

28. 

Danlal  G.  Sandm*,  1833-86. 

Willintn  Peter*.  1839. 
Binidale  Fuller,  1844. 
lUary  PkHridga,  1846. 
Charlw  C.  ScwaU,  1847,  I8M, 

1862.  1887. 
Jonathan   P.  Bbbftp,  1848, 

18^0. 
laaM  Fti1t«,  1855. 
Jacob  K.  CiJiibiiian.  1KA1),  I8TI* 
JoMpb  H.  Baker,  187a. 
WiWam  8.  TIM«n,  1879. 
Jbbw  HmriM^  1884. 


asravaaraTiVBB  to  thb  OKNaaAi.  oouet. 

Timothy  Dwif^ht,  1062.  Ucorgc  liarbM>,  1668-69, 1677, 

Sclph  Whwiook,  18&S,  1663.  i     1680,  1682. 

64, 1666^7.  .  SmbimI  Ballaa,  1661. 

Henry    Adava,   16M,  1668.  {  John  ThuatM,  168S,  1697, 

1074-76.  I  1703. 

29 


First  Congregational  'Unitarian)  Ghnroh. — 
The  tirst  pariah  and  the  town  were  identical  from 
1661  down  to  1815,  and  the  history  of  the  dmreh 
during  that  period  has  been  alroaiiy  given  in  conneo* 
tidii  witli  tli:it  nf  the  town.  Ths"  nicinlKTs  nf  the 
church  in  1815  numbered  eighty-seven,  and  forty 
were  added  during  Dr.  Sanderst'  ministry. 

The  nwords  of  the  oharoh,  oommeooed  by  Mi*. 
Baxter  ia  1738,  and  which  had  been  missing  for 
manv  years,  wore  diseovercil  nt  N  .rtlifield  and  re- 
turned to  the  keeping  of  the  church  by  Dr.  Sanders. 

Tb»  use  of  axtiAdal  laodea  of  hsatiag  wsa  fiiat 
kaowa  in  the  Msdflsld  meetiog-hotisea  b  1826,  when 
large  box-stoves  were  placed  near  the  pulpit  with 
long  "Kus.siu  pipe«i"  raaniag  baok  to  the  OJlposite 
end  of  the  building. 

In  1827  sereral  nwuben  of  the  old  eharoh  asked 
for  dismisrioB  from  that  body  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  church  of  the  orthorliix  Cotigroi^ation- 
alist  belief  A  council  wa.s  called,  which  reported 
favorably  for  the  petitioners,  and  they  were  dis* 
missed.  ' 

Dr.  Sanders  resipuod  hU  pastorate  in  1829,  and 
was  succeeded  in  ihc  followin<,'  year  by  Rev.  James 
A.  Kendall.    Daring  hLs  ministry  twenty  persons  be- 
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CftUH'  connected  with  tlie  chureti.  Fume  elian^'es 
were  made  iu  ibe  church  coveuauu  Ue  ratigaed  iu 
1837. 

In  1839  the  old  tnceting-boiue,  built  in  1789,  was 
oomplctplj'  remodclecl.  It  wn?  turned  around  so  as  to 
face  the  south  iustcad  of  the  east.  The  old  belfry 
and  pofeb  mre  nntoved,  and  a  spire  ereotad  about 
ninety  feet  high,  and  n  portico  vith  ooInmM  added. 
The  interior  was  modernind,  new  pulpit  and  new 
pews  bwih.  The  honw  was  also  rniperj  so  tluit  a  ves- 
try was  boilt  UDdcraeath.  Rev.  Charles  Iluliusuu 
waa  installed  as  pastor  the  aanie  year.  During  his 
ministry  twenty  memben  were  added  to  the  efanreb. 
Mr.  Eoliinson  resigned  in  1850. 

Rev.  Kushton  D.  Burr  was  ordnined  in  ISTt*}. 
five  uieujbers  were  added  during  his  tstay.  lie  hav- 
ing received  a  call  Irom  Marietta,  Ohio,  he  was  dis- 
missed from  the  pastorate  here  in  1857. 

Rev.  Solon  W.  Rus^h  w.is  ins(nlled  in  1857.  In 
the  eight  years  of  his  service  as  pastor  twenty-three 
persoDS  united  with  the  church,  tie  was  dismissed 
in  1866,  and  became  editor  of  the  C^riaian  Repder. 

Rev.  James  H.  Wiggin  was  installed  as  pastor  in 
1867.  Duritie:  his  ministry  the  old  plan  nf  two  Her- 
Dious  on  a  Suiiduy  was  changed  to  an  afternoon  ser- 
mon only,  preceded  by  the  Snnday-aehool,  whkil  wai 
enlarged  and  mora  perfectly  ocginiied  at  that  time. 
Meetings  wore  also  held  on  Sunday  evenings.  Mr. 
Wiptrtn  remained  till  1873,  when,  having  received  a 
call  to  the  church  in  Marlborough,  he  was  dismissed 
at  his  own  reqneat.  While  the  ehiireh  was  nnder  his 
charge  fifk>«u  lueuihen)  were  added  to  it,  the  interior 
of  the  house  of  woH'liip  was  somewhat  iniproTed  in 
appearance,  and  a  new  hell  purchased. 

In  1874  the  meeting-house  was  again  remodeled, 
an  addition  was  made  to  the  height  of  the  ^ra,  the 
vestry  was  much  improved,  the  exterior  appearance 
of  the  hous'-  niueh  changed,  and  the  interior  com- 
pletely  modernized  and  refurnished.  The  entire  coiit 
of  theae  improvements  was  upwards  of  six  thonmnd 
dolbur*. 

For  the  next  three  years  the  })ulpit  was  supplied 
by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Scwnll.  In  1877,  Rev.  Granville 
Pierce  becauje  ptiMor  of  the  church.  He  wue  suc- 
ceeded in  1882  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Pardee. 

Baptist  Church.— A  fiw  persons  of  Baptist  senti- 
ments r<  j-ideii  in  Mi  dtii  !d  at  a  very  early  (iatc.  and 
out  of  the  disuttcction  which  arose  iu  the  parish 
church  afler  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Townseud  !>ev- 
eral  of  its  members  united  with  a  Baptist  Chnreh  in 
Beaton,  and  commenced  holding  roci-lings  in  tu^n, 
nbont  lT?i2,  a.s  a  Ijrarich  of  the  Bn«triti  ehurch.  Tlie 
meetings  were  held  at  private  dwellings  till  1771, 


when  n  nipetin^-house  was  huilt, — a  small,  plain 
building,  liiirty-ono  feet  square.  That  house  is  still 
Standing,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  house  and  abop  9^ 
cupied  by  Mr.  Hoisiogton.  There  was  occa.<ionaI 
prcachincr  in  it  til!  1776,  when  a  chureh  fdrmtd 
and  a  pastor  settled.  The  following  are  the  uame^of 
tho  original  members:  £beneaer  Mason,  Dorothy 
Mason,  Aaa  Mason,  Betiah  Mason,  Hannah  Massn, 
Priscilla  Mason,  James  Morse,  Maria  Morse,  Jobo 
Thcbault,  Abiuail  Morse,  Susannah  Reed,  Benjamin 
Boydeo,  EiiuU-th  Baker,  Edward  Coffee,  Ketia 
Plimpton,  Mary  Ellis,  Kesia  Ctttlor,  Olive  Cheney, 
Taphath  Chenery,  Bathsh^  Horse,  Kcna  Mene, 
Mary  Edwards,  Lydia  Ix)vell,  Mary  Harding,  Abner 
Bullard,  John  Bassett,  nnd  Grace,  a  slave. 

The  first  pastor  was  Ilev.  Thomas  Gair,  educaiteii 
at  Rhode  Island  Gollege.  Many  additions  were  made 
to  the  chntch  within  the  few  yearn  oest  Mowing 
Isrjrely  from  the  surrounding  towns.  The  prosperity 
of  the  church  declined  when  other  churches  were 
formed  in  those  pla(^  and  espedally  when  a  contro- 
versy anae  between  the  pastor  snd  aoiM  of  the  lead> 
ing  members,  resulting  in  the  exclu<;ion  of  one  of  the 
principal  resident  supporters.  In  1787  the  church 
could  no  longer  support  a  pastor,  and  Mr.  Gair  re- 
signed to  beoMMpsstor  of  dm  Second  Bi|itistC9iWBb 
in  Boston.  After  this  date  the  ehoroh  was  withoat 
a  settled  pastor  for  twenty-three  ycsrs,  and  much  of 
tlie  time  with  only  occasional  preachinir.  At  nne 
lime  the  church  numbered  but  two  male  mvmbcis, 
and  it  was  thought  that  k  would  become  esUnet 
But  the  two  malo  and  ten  ftmale  members  were  eo- 
couraged  to  eontinue,  and  by  the  help  of  West  Ded- 
ham  people,  who  began  to  attend  here  in  1808,  public 
worship  was  not  ooly  sustained,  but  in  181U,  Rev. 
Willbm  Gammell  was  settled  as  paator.pfeaehing  al* 
teroate  Sabbaths  in  Hedfidd  and  West  Dedham  for 
the  next  thirteen  years. 

Iq  1811,  the  Baptist  society  was  organised  under 
the  laws  of  the  eommonwenkh.  In  1823,  the  original 
hoose  wss  enlaiged  and  improved,  and  tho  sane  ymr 
Mr.  Gammell  resiiined.  having  received  a  call  to  the 
church  in  Newport,  11.  I.  After  his  resignation  the 
West  Dedbam  portion  of  the  church  withdrew  anil 
formed  a  ehuidi  there. 

In  1824,  Rev.  Joseph  Ballard  became  acting  pas* 
tor,  in  which  relation  he  eontinued  until  1S29.  Forty- 
one  pe^rsoos  were  baptized  by  him  during  bis  uia- 
istry. 

The  pulpit  having  been  supplied  for  a  ebort  time 
by  Rev.  J.  A.  BosweU,  io  1830,  Rev.  Moaen  Oiftii 

became  pa?tor  nnd  remained  three  yean, 
which  time  twcoty-lhrce  were  baptized. 
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B«v.  Horatio  N.  LoriiigbeeMBM  ptttw  in  1834,  and 
remained  till  1838,  baptiang  Ibiirtean  toto  tbe  fdlow- 

ship  of  the  clmrch. 

In  the  latter  year  the  ohurcli  erected  a  new  liuuse 
cf  wonbip  io  •  more  doinble  looality,  on  tbe  eomer 
of  Main  and  South  Streets.  Ittm  aapplied  with  a 
bell,  and  a  h:ilf-uiidori;round  room,  aooording  to  the 
fashion  of  tluLse  times,  for  a  veatr;. 

In  1838,  also,  B«t.  D.  W.  Phillips  was  ordained 
w  pastor,  wbo  eootfDiisd  in  Ibst  odioo  Ibr  twdw 
jears.  He  baptized  forty-five  persons,  who  were 
added  to  the  church  during  his  pastorate.  In  1842, 
tbe  old  Baptist  parsonage,  given  to  the  church  in 
1778,  was  sold,  sod  t  oottsge  on  Plesssnt  Street  pur- 
ohased  for  the  tise  of  tbe  ministrj. 

Rev.  GcfTfrc  0.  Pairbanlts  was  ordained  in  1851, 
who  remained  til!  i  srif) ;  daring  his  stay  ten  members 
were  added  to  tlie  church. 

Be?.  Janes  W.  Lstbrop  was  instdled  ss  pastor  in 
1856.  Sixty-three  members  ireni  added  (fifty-one of 
them  by  baptism)  during  tbe  jears  of  bis  ministry, 
which  hutcd  till  1862. 

Be?.  Amea  Harris  was  ibe  next  pastor,  being 
ordained  in  1863.  He  remamed  UU  1865,  wben  be 
resigned  on  secoont  of  ill  bealtb.  Tbere  were 
twenty-fonr  additions  in  that  time. 

Rev.  A.  W,  Carr  assumed  the  pastoral  charge  at 
(he  beginning  of  1866,  and  retained  it  fite  years.  He 
baptised  twdre.  In  1869,  tbe  dmreh  osst  off  the 
forms  of  a  reli^'ious  socii-ty,  and  it-^olf  assumed  the 
entire  charge  of  the  t<u]-p(irt  of  puljlif  worship. 

Rev.  A.  M.  Crane  was  urdaioed  in  1872,  and  con- 
tintied  as  pastor  six  yean.  Under  bis  ntinistry  the 
additions  wei«  aizty-nitte,  tbirty<<;ight  of  these  by 
baptism. 

In  1874  the  house  of  worship  was  completely  re- 
tnodsled,  sdditions  being  made  both  front  and  rear, 
tbe  comer  tow«r  and  spire  erected,  a  better  vestry  and 

other  rooms  finished  in  the  basement,  and  the  whole 
refurnished.  The  total  expense  of  all  these  improve- 
ments was  twelve  tboosand  five  hundred  dollani,  one- 
hnlf  of  wbidi  sum  was  paid  by  Deacon  Geoige 
Oamniings. 

Rev.  Mr.  Crani'  nsiu'iied  in  1878,  and  Was  imme- 
diately succeeded  by  itev.  I.  H.  Gilbert. 

The  Pleasant  Street  parsonage  was  sold,  and  tbe 
present  parsonsge  bnilt  in  1879. 

SMond  (Orthodox)  Congregational  Church.— 
The  members  of  the  First  Church,  whose  p»  t  it  ion  for 
leave  to  withdraw  for  tbe  purpose  of  forming  a  new 
dinreb  baa  been  already  noticed  io  the  sketch  of  that 
dhnrdi,  and  which  bad  been  granted  by  tlie  eonndl, 
<ngBn)asd  tbe  Second  OoDgyeg^nal  Cbnreb  Feb.  6» 


1827.  Tbe  oonstittteat  members  were  seventeen,  as 

follows:  Moses  Wight,  Artt^mas  Wdodward,  Ohed 
Fisher,  Nathani(>l  Stearns,  Stephen  Turner,  Kli«lia 
Clark,  Sarah  Wight,  Mehetabel  WoodwarU,  Wary 
Bteame,  Snssn  F.  Tnmer,  Esther  Cheoery,  Bather 
Chenery  (2d),  Olive  Mason,  Mary  Smith,  WaitStiU 
Smith,  Marthu  Adauif,  Keziah  Mason. 

Tbe  same  year  a  new  religious  society  was  organ- 
ised under  the  bwa  of  tbe  State.  Dnring  the  fint 
four  years  of  (bo  oxisleneo  of  this  dmreb  and 
^iociely,  meetings  were  held  in  a  small  hall  which  was 
over  the  store  at  the  comer  of  Main  and  North 
Streets. 

Bev.  Arthur  Oraoger  wss  installed  m  tbe  ftrrt 

pastor  in  1 83 1 .  Previous  to  tbb  time  the  oburch  had 

received  an  adJitioii  of  twenty-five  mcTiibcrs,  and  dur- 
ing his  ministry  twenty- four  more  were  adiled.  Hi.s 
pastorate  terminated  in  1832.  The  same  year  a 
honse  of  worship  was  built  on  tbe  spot  now  occupied 
by  the  society  for  the  same  purpose. 

Rev.  Walter  Bidwel!  was  inHtalled  in  1S33,  and 
dismimed  in  1836,  having  received  twenty-two  mem- 
beia. 

Bev.  Charles  Wslker  wsa  installed  in  1837,  and 
continued  in  that  offiee  about  a  year.    He  was  fol. 

l»>wpd  hy  Rev.  John  Ballard  nnd  Rev.  Moses  G. 
Gru«veu«ir,  whu  iiupplied  tbe  pulpit  during  tbe  next 
three  years,  during  which  time  ten  membets  wem 

received. 

Rev.  Thomas  T.  Riehmond  wu.s  iu.stalled  as  pastor 
in  1842,  nnd  continued  thirteen  ymn.  Thirty-foar 
were  added  to  the  church  muuibership. 

Bev.  Andrew  Bigdow,  D.D.,  was  instaHed  in  1855 ; 
be  remained  till  1866  ;  during  his  ministry  scventy- 
r>ne  raemb(«rs  were  received.  After  Dr.  Bigelow  re- 
signed, the  pulpit  was  supplied  for  a  year  by  Kev. 
Cheater  Bridgman,  who  veamved  ten  persons  to 
iidlowsbip. 

In  1869  Rev.  J.  M.  R.  Eaton  commenced  bls 
labors  as  acting  pa.stor.  In  1873  the  mpefinir-hotiM) 
was  repaired,  newly  furnished,  and  a  chapel  built,  at  a 
toMi  expense  of  four  thoussod  Ave  hundred  dolUrs,  of 

j  which  sum  shout  throe-feurtbs  wsa  foniahed  by  Mr. 

I  F.  D.  Ellis. 

j  In  1876,  Mr.  Eaton  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Wil- 
I  liam  H.  Cobb,  and  the  same  year  the  church  odi- 

fiee  with  all  its  eooteols,  t<^tber  with  tbe  chapel, 
I  wsa  t^ty  destroyed  by  fire.  The  present  houac  of 
'  worship  wajs  built  in   1S77,  it.s  total  cust,  ineluding 

furnishing,  being  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  The 

parsonage  wsa  bnilt  in  1879. 
Rev.  George  H.  Ptatt  beoame  paator  in  1879 ;  bo 

was  aneeeedod  in  1883  by  Bev.  Wilbur  Jobnion. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

DANIEL  D.  CURTIS. 

Daniel  D.  Curt??.  !5on  of  Braeey  ami  Elixa  (Dav) 
Curtb,  was  born  at  Kenuebunk,  Me.,  Jan.  IB,  183U. 
His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  deaoeoded  from  an  old  and 
honorable  Engfisb  fiunily,  but  bw  menns  being  limited, 
Daniel,  like  most  of  the  farmers'  mm  of  that  time, 
was  obliged  to  go  intn  tlie  world  and  seek  his  fortune. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  the  paternal  home 
mid  State  mid  emne  to  BiDerie*,  Hnn.,  whore  he 


•'•f  >Mid  prepariiii:  for  the  eotning  ?e»soai.  The 
salea  amount  to  at  least  a  million  dollars  per  aDoam. 
The  firm-name  at  Medfield  is  D.  D.  Curtis  A  Co. ;  tt 
New  Tork,  Seerle,  Diiloj  &  Oo. 

In  September,  1876,  tbeir  factory  waa  dmtiojal 
by  fire.  They  immediately  set  to  work  erecting  a 
new  and  much  larger  eatabliahmeat,  and  oisety  diyj 
after  it  wan  eommmwed  it  wm  rwdy  fiir  oeeupaocj. 
It  is  a  model  atreotare,  built  on  the  moat  modem 
plan,  vi'nh  all  ennvciilcnces  and  improvements.  Tbcj 
have  new  machinery  thr<MiL'houf,  Hod  nothiniris  omit- 
ted that  could  powibly  taciUute  their  work  or  advaooe 
went  to  work  on  what  was  eallcd  the  «  Old  Winning  |  their  intereeta.  In  addition  to  tbe  atraw-worke  Mr. 
Farm."  Here  he  remained  two  years,  and  then  came  Curti.-  has  a  mill,  where  he  cuts  up  every  year  anil' 
to  Medfield  nml  m'-n^ed  to  work  for  Walter  Janca,  Hon  feet  of  lumber,  all  of  which  he  has  made  into  the 
who  waa  carrying  on  a  very  small  botiiDess  iu  a  prim-  j  boxea  in  which  his  -oods  are  encased  for  the  market. 
itfTO  wny,  Qsiog  bia  dwelllnt^-hoaM  as  a  shop,  mana-  |  He  also  owns  a  large  ^leam  grist-mill,  where  is  grotmd 
ftotniing  straw  goods.  Thfee  yews  later  the  enter  an  avenge  of  two  ear  kwda  of  eom  per  day,  bmides 
prise  and  business  tact  which  young  Curtis  di.splayisl  oali,  bwrley,  etc.  He  carries  on  agricultuw  on  qnite 
induced  Mr.  Janes  to  take  him  into  partnership,  said  an  extensivp  scale,  ownin;,'  a  beautiful  faim  00  the 
partnership  continuing  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Jaues,  outskirts  of  the  village  of  Medfield. 
twelve  yean  later.  Year  by  year  tbe  boaineas  bad  Mr.  Cartis  manriod,  in  tbe  autumn  of  1860.  Ellco, 
steadily  iacMSMd,  and  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Jaoea'  |  daughter  of  Jowitbwi  and  CUiimu  Wight,  of  MedWi 
death  they  wore  makini:  about  three  thousntid  eases  They  have  four  children,— Blanche  B,,  Maude  A., 
of  goods  per  year,— a  small  bosioess  indeed,  but  it  Braoey,  and  Daisy  E.  Mr  Curtis  has  proved  him- 
was  the  nudras  fbr  what  hat  sinoe,  tbnmgh  ibo  akill  self  to  have  in  an  eniiucui  degree  tbe  cbaracteri*iifli 
•ad  mraagement  of  Mr.  Curtii,  grown  to  bo  one  of  indispenaabie  to  a  oueeeaaful  boaiama  «ueer,-^iidc 
the  largest  of  in  kind  iu  the  worid.  Afler  the  death  judgment,  and  enterpriie,  and  united  with  thme  aa- 
of  Mr.  Janes  Mr.  Curtis  formed  a  copartnerf<hip  with    „tlu'r  qnality  not  alwayi?  possessed  by  even  succcs^il 


H.  A.  Searle  and  O.  F.  Dailey,  of  New  York  City. 
MeaRB.  Searle  ft  Ihdiey  took  ehaige  of  the  New  Ymk 
dqwrtment  of  the  husiaess,  selling  the  goods,  buying 
stock,  etc  ,  while  to  Mr.  Curtis  wa«  left  the  supervis- 
ion ai]<l  direction  of  the  manufacturing  itself  He 
iiiiiuudiatcly  took  measures  to  increase  the  product, 
and  from  time  to  timo  made  additions  to  tbe  works. 


men,  liberality.  While  he  has  built  up  a  very  Urge 
and  constantly- increasing  burfne^,  be  has  at  the  same 
time  been  tbe  (bramoat  man  of  hhi  town  in  all  thngi 
tending  to  publio  improvement. 

The  impr<»?«<inn  that  is  made  on  the  straojrer  as 
driven  through  the  lovely  village  of  Medfield  is  tliat 
of  a  happy,  prosperous,  and  thoroughly  eotorprisiu^ 


They  made  it  a  rule  at  tbe  beginning  only  to  do  |  eommuoity.   Itia  notdetnoting  flomwh«teTora|Nrit 

husine!?s  with  their  own  capital,  never  to  venture  of  enterprise  may  have  been  exhibited  by  any  otbef 
beyond  their  means,  but,  however,  to  avail  (hem-  •  oitisen  when  we  sav  that  to  .Air.  Curtis  more  thm 
ael?ea  of  everything  in  tbe  way  of  improved  and  ;  any  other  man  thanks  are  due  for  this  impression, 
laboivaaving  mmfaioeiy  aa  &8t  aa  it  was  invented.  ■  Mr.  Cnrtia  is  noted  fbr  his  genial  dispoaition  wd 
He  also  added  the  manufacturing  of  chip,  lace,  velvet,  treneroos  oharity,  and  is  liberal  in  bis  priitwal  vieM. 
plush,  satin,  beaver,  and  folt  hat.s,— in  fact,  everything  He  has  never  held  an  oiTiee.  and  asserts  that  he  never 
in  the  line  of  ladies'  head-gear,  as  they  make  that  a  will.  His  life  has  been  one  of  steady  devotion  to 
specialty.  They  employ  aboattwo  hundred  men  and  i  business.  His  success  has  been  the  natural  result  of 
one  thousand  women  in  tbe  diflfereut  departmeots  of  |  his  alnlifey  to  examine  and  readily  eompiufaond  aqr 
their  work.  .\  .small  {.ari  of  their  manufacturing,  subject  presented  to  him,  power  to  decide  promptly, 
particularly  in  I'eli.s  and  boavers,  is  done  in  New    ami  eoura^  to  act  with  vigor  and  poiailteiioy  itt  ao- 


York  City.  They  uiuuutaclure  on  au  average  lorty 
thooaand  eaaea  per  year,  averaging  four  doaen  bon- 
neta  or  hata  to  a  case.    About  nine  months  in  the  | 

year  they  arc  turnin*:  out  goods  daily,  the  other  three  ' 
months  they  are  occupied  iu  gelling  up  new  ''shapes,"  i 


cordance  with  his  conviatioos. 
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ISAAC  FlisKE. 

The  Fiskes  of  MaBsachusetts  tlestt  nii'  d  frmn  an 
ancient  faniilj  of  that  name  which  for  centuries  and 
tintil  roesntlj  bad  iti  seat  and  manorial  laodi  in  I«az- 
fidd,  in  the  connty  of  SuflTolk,  Eo^nd. 

Investipations  by  ^^omorby  have  traced  its  exist- 
eooe  a»  early  as  the  reign  of  Ilcnry  VI.,  wbeo  Simon 
FIskd  was  lord  of  a  manor  and  entitled  to  "coat 
annor." 

Several  of  bis  deaoendant^  appear  to  have  pained 
repute  for  piety  and  liberal  uliKation.  :ui<]  in  tlie 
days  of  Queen  Anne  to  have  suflered  persecution  on 
aeeonnt  of  ataneb  adherence  Co  evangelieal  prindples. 
It  ia  recorded  of  one  in  parUeular  tbat  to  escape  being 

burned  at  the  stnlcp  he  was  rt)nc<'alpc!  in  ri  (■(■'liar, 
where  he  wnnijrht  diligently  such  handicrait  by  can 
die-light  as  sufficed  for  his  support.  Suvli  was  the 
Stock  from  wbich  sprang  at  a  later  period  tbe  Pnritan 
Flaliei),  of  Suffolk  and  New  England.  Ovci  one  hun- 
dred bearing  the  family  name  have  varii»uHly  attaincil 
distioetioD  as  divines,  autbors,  scholars,  and  public 
men  in  tba  ^tea  wbere  tbc^  btve  resided. 

The  fiiat  Aanerieana  of  the  Fidce  Ibmily  were 
David,  grandson  of  Jeffrey,  and  son  of  Robert  and 
Sibil,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Simon  mentioned  above, 
who,  with  his  nephews,  Nathan  and  John,  settled  in 
Vatertown,  Hasa.,  in  1 642.  His  brother  Natbaoael, 
father  of  Nathan  and  John,  probably  died  on  the  pas- 
sage from  EiiL'lnnrl.  Nathan  Fiske  (1)  s^cttbd  in 
Watertuwn  in  lt>42,  admitted  freeman  May  lU,  1643, 
was  selectman  in  1673.  Lieut.  Nathan  Fiske  (2), 
bora  Oct  17,  1642,  died  October,  1694,  married 

Eliaabetb   ;  she  died  Hay  15,  1696.    D  n 

Nathan  FUke  (3),  born  Jan.  3,  1«72,  died  in  1741. 
He  represented  Watertown  for  some  years, — 1727- 
29, 1732.  He  was  a  man  of  judgment  and  moeh 
confided  in  bjr  bis  townsmen."  He  married,  fint, 
Oct,  U,  1696,  Sarah  Coolidge,  she  died  Nov.  27,  , 
1723;  second,  May  22,  1729,  Hannah  Smith,  a 
widow.    Nathan  Fiske  (4),  of  Westou,  bom  Febru- 
arj,  1701,  married,  first,  Oet  9,  1730,  Anne  War- 1 
ren  ;  second.  Mary  Fiske.  daughter  of  Deacon  Jona- 
than and  Abitj;ail  (  Heed  )  Fiske.    Jonathan  Fi.'*ke 
born  Dec.  15,  1739,  married  Abigail  Fiske,  born 
Aug.  16,  1739,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Pieiw)  Fiske,  of  Waltbam.  Jeaatbaa  Fiske  (6),  i 
bom  J«n.  19,  1774,  married  April  7,  1799,  gaily ' 


Flagg.  Isaac  Fiske  (7 ),  f^on  of  Jonathan  and  Sally 
Fla-'  Fiske,  wa.- born  Nov.  7,  1813.  in  Medfield. 
Hit*  education  was  not  con6ned  to  common  schools, 
lie  fitted  for  college  at  Concord  Academy,  but  changed 
bis  intentions  and  entered  the  store  of  Bdwio  War* 
ren,  of  Franungbam,  as  clerk,  where  he  remained  for 
a  few  years,  aft^Twards  becomincr  partner  in  the  firm. 
Two  years  later  he  purchased  the  iitore  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Franeia  Bltia,  of  Hedfleld,  giving  up  bis  in- 
terest in  Framingbam,  and  moved  to  Medfield,  where 
he  continued  in  active  business  as  a  merchant  till 
within  a  year  of  his  death.  Mr.  Fiske  was  very 
promineut  in  town  affairs,  having  been  town  clerk  for 
fifteen  yean  and  town  treasnrer  forty  years,  holding 
that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death  ;  had  alao  rep* 
resented  his  town  'u\  tbe  Legislature,  and  was  post- 
master in  Medfield  for  twenty  years.  Politically  he 
was  Whig  and  llcpublican ;  orthodox  in  religious  be- 
lief. Oct.  2,  1836,  he  married  Mary,  deleter  of 
Loring  and  Elizabeth  Manson,  of  Framingbam, 
Tbey  liad  but  one  child, — Elizabeth  L.,  born  June 
d,  1846,  who  matured  into  a  bright,  accomplished 
woman,  the  pride  of  her  parents.  Slia  died  sullenly 
in  the  prime  of  her  womanhood,  of  heart  disease,  May 
9,  1877.  Mr.  Fi!>ke*s  death  occurred  Jan.  18, 1883, 
As  a  business  man  Isaac  Fiske  performed  faithfully 
and  earnestly  whatever  he  undertook,  was  careful  and 
soeeeasfol,  altbongb  libwal  in  hia  dealings  with  all, 
and  men  with  whom  he  had  business  relations  in  Bos* 
ton  and  elsewhere  speak  of  him  in  fbc  bipbest  term.s 
of  praise.  As  a  neighbor  and  citison  be  was  kind- 
h^ted,  charitable,  and  benevolent  to  a  fault,  a  gentle 
word  for  all,  he  always  stood  ready  to  condone  the 
faulta  of  the  weak  and  erring,  and  to  encourage  them 
to  better  acts  in  the  future.  He  won  tbe  admiration 
of  every  one  he  came  in  contact  with  by  his  kindly 
dispositioii  and  dieerfal  spirit  It  has  been  remarked 
of  him  tbat  be  was  probaUy  more  univMsally  loved 
than  any  man  who  ever  lived  in  Medfield.  In  the 
family  circle  be  wa.s  a  devoted  husband  and  kind 
father,  and  the  eweet  tribute  of  praise  from  his  ioved 
companion  of  many  yeaia  ahonld  not  be  omitted  here. 
Daring  the  loitg  period  of  their  married  life  (forty- 
five  years)  she  says  thst  not  an  act,  a  word,  or  look 
ctmld  she  wish  changed,  or  that  left  behind  a  bitter 
memory.  In  all  his  life  Isaac  Fiske  kept  in  mind 
and  practiced  tbe  golden  ntio  of  Christ, — **  Do  ye  anto 
othen  aa  ye  woold  tbat  thcj  should  do  unto  you.** 
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CHAPTER  XXXYL 
8BAB0V. 


IT  MUkKOM  tlLIOr. 


SitABOM,  located  aeTciiteeD  and  one-half  uDm 

southwest  of  Boston,  is  on  ilm  line  of  the  Boston 
and  ProvidtMico  Railroad.  :*iid  has  two  .stations.  It 
ia  buuuded  OD  the  uurth  by  Ctiulon,  e&at  by  Stough- 
ton,  aoath  hy  EMton,  Honied,  and  Fosboio*,  weal  ( 
bv  Wiilpol.'  and  Norwond.    It  occupka  the  height  1 
of  land  between  Boston  and  Providenee,  and  i.<  the  ' 
watershed  of  the  ^eponset  on  the  north  and  the 
stream  that  runa  mmA  into  Canoe  and  IWnnton 
RiTom 

Sharon  has  an  area  of  about  fourteen  thousand  j 
acres,  a  little  more  than  one-half  of  whicli  i.s  under  ! 
oultiTatiofi.    In  1880  it  contained  1492  inhabiUQtt>, 
and  ita  manvfacturea  at  die  last  State  oensna  were: 
boots  and  ahoas^  193,190;  iron  and  steel  goods, 
161,700;  cotton  -roods,  carriages,  boxes,  8125.920. 

The  surface  of  Sliaron  is  diversified  and  unevtm. 
and  increases  in  height  froni  the  level  of  the  Neponset 
lUver,  00  tbe  nortbw«at,jintil  it  naebea,  at  Sbaron 
Village,  an  elevation  of  sovanl  hundred  feet.  This 
vi!!nge  is  drained  hy  the  Mnssapoa^;  Brook  on  the 
east  and  Beaver  Brook  on  the  west  side. 

Lake  Massapoag  is  a  beautiful  body  of  water,  eitn- 
ated  one  mile  aoutb  of  th«  riUage,  and  was  so  named  | 
by  the  abori;;ines  of  the  country,  and  it  signified  to 
them  "  Great  Water."  This  ^heet  of  water  is  sur- 
rounded in  many  places  by  beautiful  groves,  on  a  , 
bard,  dry,  pebbly  shore,  with  a  carriagi^diiTe  of  about 
four  milea  in  extent  anrand  it.  Of  late  years  much 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  inland  fislicrie.'^.  and 
this  lake  has  been  stocked  with  the  followiiii;  vari- 
eties: the  carp,  land-locked  saiuiuu,  black  ba^s,  and 
wbite  pereb. 

Many  beautiful  re.sideneai  have  heeu  built  upon  the 
bluffs  wliieh  DVerlook  the  lake  hy  peuple  from  Boston, 
who  come  from  the  city  during  the  summer  to  enjoy 
ita  romantic  scenery  and  rural  quiet.    Upon  the  south-  i 
eaat  aide  is  the  Haaaapoag  Honae,  keated  in  a  grove  i 
about  thirty  feet  above  tlw  wat«r,->>a  aumroer  water- 
ing-pl:iee.  lar^'e  and  roomy, — a  pleasant  report  durinp 
the  summer  tor  people  of  busiocss  or  of  leisure,  or 
tboea  in  quest  of  health.   Hem  thf^  «an  repoae  in  a  i 
quiet  home,  awaj  from  tbe  dust  and  tnmoil  of  a  city  { 
lifoi    The  balsamic  odors  of  the  pines,  the  agreeable 
surroundings,  airy  drives,  cheerful  outlook,  nil  eom- 
bine  to  relieve  and  invigorate  the  weak  and  the  weary,  ' 


either  in  body  or  mind.  Upon  the  west  side  of  tbe 
lake  is  Burkhardt's  Qrove,  which  has  a  branch  rail- 
road  Btatwn.  Here  partiea  an  bfonght  from  Boston 
or  PfoTidanee,  and  spend  the  day  in  agreeable  recrea^ 
tion,  sports  upon  the  water,  in  the  wood*?,  or  in  the 
buildings  erected  for  their  comfort  and  accommodation. 

SoQthveat  of  Sharan  Heigbta  Station  ia  a  large 
extent  of  prairie-fike  land  of  more  than  nma  duHiBnd 
acres.  It  was  upon  this  extended  plain,  after  the  late 
war.  that  the  squadrons  of  the  Massachusett.*  nnlitia 
were  mustered  and  reviewed  by  Gen.  lienjauiia  V. 
Bntler,  in  September*  1866.  Here,  during  thine 
days,  they  went  thnn^  the  taotiei  of  vaTf  and 
sl)owed  how  field;-  were  won.  But  now  the  scene  is 
changed,  the  swords  are  turned  into  plowshares,  and 
thia  axteoaive  pUdn  baa  become  one  of  tbe  finest  and 
moat  Ikmona  vegetable  gardens  in  the  county. 

There  is  a  pond  of  pure,  soft,  spring  water  adjoin- 
ing this  plain,  named  by  the  Indiana  "  Wolomolapoa^r," 
or  "  deep  pleasant  water."  This  is  to  be  utilised  for 
irrigating  the  gardens.  No  doubt  that  it  will  doobin 
their  piroduetivenflaB. 

The  waters  of  this  pond  are  discharged  in  a  south- 
erly direction,  and  after  I'aH.^inir  a  uiile  or  more,  cro*« 
the  main  road  near  where  ouce  stood  the  famous  Bil- 
lings Tavern.  Thia  waa  the  eariieat  honaa  known  to 
have  been  erected  in  thia  town,  haing  loeated  upon 
the  Bristol  and  Boston  post-road.  There  was  a  honse 
here  before  1G60,  although  it  is  doubtful  if  Capt.  Bil- 
lings occupied  it  before  1675.  But  be  died  here  in 
1717,  and  baa  a  monument  to  hie  memory  in  the 
cemetery  near  this  place.  This  stream  eonlinnoe  on 
into  Foxboro'.  where  it  assumes  the  name  of  Canoe 
Biver,  and  finally  empties  into  Mount  Hope  Bay.- 

Mmm  HilL— Thia  hill,  upon  the  weat  side  of  tlie 
town,  is  a  high,  rodiy  mf^on,  interspersed  with  some 
fine  farm.s.  hut  mostly  covered  with  wood.  It  has  a 
Liradua!  ri.<e  from  the  plain,  and  its  summit  is  prob- 
ably jiix  hundred  feet  above  tbe  level  of  theses.  The 
name  given  to  thia  aeotion  te  profaebly  the  name  of  the 
wild  animala'that  once  range<]  its  forej^t,  fed  npeo  ite 
nutritious  gra!'s<^<^  nrd  diank  from  ita  pare  apriagp 
and  purling  streaius. 

It  is  uDoertaio  at  what  period  these  aMmaln  Amnp* 
peered  from  thia  town,  but  aa  hte  aa  176S,  deer>reevea 
annually  formed  a  part  of  the  officers  of  tbe  diatriet, 
for  the  protection  of  moow  and  deer.  A  mgj^ed 
road  leads  to  ihe  top  of  the  hill,  where  upoo  the 
rocks,  in  olden  time,  waa  lighled  tJie  ngnal-toveh  of 
liberty.  It  now  has  an  obaervatory,  twenty  feefc  in 
height.  Froni  this  tower  can  be  wen  Wachuaett 
Mountain  arnl  hills  in  New  Hampshire,  Boston  on 
the  horizon,  Blue  Hill,  and  the  valley  of  the  Nepouset 
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